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CUESTA is a Cuban national who has previously 
participated in CIA operations against the present govern
ment of Cuba. HEMMING and COLLINS are American citizens, 

· mercenaries and revolutionists, who are not members of 
any Cuban revolutionary organization, but are in constant . 
contact with most Cuban anti-CASTRO organizations in Miami®~0-) 

MM 639-S states that LA .BORDE claims to know 
the location of a CIA warehouse in Key West, Florida, 
where arms are stored, and LA BORDE plans to burglarize 
this warehouse later. Informant advised that on April 21, 

· 1962, LA BORDE, HEMMING and COLLINS went to Key West, 
and on their return, claimed to have seen the CIA warehouse 
and said it was full of all types of arms and ammunition, 
has only one night watchman, and they think they could 
burglarize it without di.fficulty. Howev~h~y plan to 
wait until after they blow up the ship. ~~) 

The informant advised that on April 24, 1962, 
CUESTA visited the Pier 3 area of the Miami Municipal Docks 
to familiarize himself with theaarea and devise a plan. 
CUESTA has decided to use an aqualung to attach explosives 
to the ship. He claims to be an experienced diver. (~) 

Informant said that LA BORDE previously worked 
on a subchaser owned by ALBERTO FERNANDEZ, which was of 
operational interest to CIA, but has had no action in the 
recent past. LA BORDE claimed that MAX might overlook 
LA BORDE's burglarization of the CIA warehouse containing 
arms, if the destruction of the ship were succ~ssful~~ 

On April 24, 1962, informant advised that· 
LA BORDE and COLLINS on that date visited the Pier . 3 
area of the Miami Municipal Docks to familiariz~ them
selves with the general area. LA BORDE planned t -leave 
that evening for New Orleans to bring back to Miami 
yacht 75 feet long which he hoped would be donated to 
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MM 105-6010 

MARUCA agreed, and advised that CIA would notify local 
law enforCement officials.~(S4~ ~) 

Prior investigation concerning another matter !) i 
\ reflected that the "SS WILLIAMS" is owned by TEOFILO . . C_;~ 
TB41tO.llli, a _CuJ?.§P .. !P~!)J:..i'l!!ll ... !!c~= residing in Miaittf;&oiS~ anti
r\communist and anti-FIDEL CASTRO. lThe ship is~pr~sently on 

a time charter to Inter Island Shipping Company, of which 
VICENTE RODRIGUEZ is President and Manager. The ship left 1 

Miami on April 19, 1962 bound for Phillisborough, St. Martin, l 
Netherlands West Indies, and is expected back in Miami on ] 
approximately May 2, 1962.- {$)~(LA) J 

The ship was described as ~?,~.750 tons,· 167 feet 
long, and Panamanian registry. >£:iJ ~ ¥J~) 

On April 25, 1962, MARUCA said that LA BORDE was 
then in Key West, Florida, owed the Blue Lagoon nine 
hundred dollars on his bill, and the owner was going to 
sign a complaint and obtain a warrant for LA BORDE's arrest. 
MARUCA also advised that CIA were advising the local police 
authorities and the Coast Guard of LA BORDE's plans. (~ ~ 

· On April 30, 1962, MM 639-S advised that CUESTA 
has three aqualungs, and planned to teach HEMMING and 
COLLINS how to use this underwater diviag equipment. 
HEMMING, on April 27, 1962, talked to ALBERTO FERNANDEZ, 
who said that LA BORDE was in Key West, and HEMMING should 
discontinue his association with LA-BORDE, because of his 
being irresponsible. HEMMING said that he, COLLINS and· 
CUESTA wer~ practicing with the aqualungs in the ocean at 
Key Biscayne, Miami, Florida, on April 27, 1962, when 
CUESTA said that they were being watched by a CIA agent 
whom CUESTA had previously knOWn. 0')~) 
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Informant a~ised that HEMMING has a friend 
who is a ship surveyor, who was able to ascertain that 
the "SS WILLIAMS" woul&~.~ack to Miami, Florida on 
about May 11, 1962. (~~ . 

The informant stated that CUESTA claims that 
during the time he was working for CIA~ ALBERTO FERNANDEZ 
received a certain quantity of money from CIA, to be used 
to buy food for the group operating a boat belonging to 
FERNANDEZ. However, FERNANDEZ kept the money. ~~(U) 

Inasmuch as this matter concerning the blo~ 
up of the "SS WILLIAMS" is not within the jurisdiction 

I 

of the Bureau, and LA BORDE and CUESTA have previously 
1 

11 
been of operational interest to CIA, and there is apparentlt \j 
ill feeling between LA BORDE, CUESTA and CIA, the Miami ! ··1 

Office anticipates no active investigation in this matter ~~~) . 

The Miami Office will follow this matter through 1! 

@ontact with MM 639-~a~d liaison with CIA, and keep the 
Bureau advised.{(!)~~~~} 
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® C 0 DE D ~"Of iJ¢-u. -~~/1/ 
c•A 1vt~ ('c. • '> c\a!.Si~~~o .<VZ§.~ Jj):, <-<' &: '!iW-'t~ .·)'I ··-:·?.t~~ J. 
yrt.r (!.\~ 1h 0 da.'\e.<( 'f-11~CJ /Jt. , 1 C1J,,;.~,'~. ~L';\·CI\•1 1 •\>~:.::~·:~ Trotter 

./· ~~" V\~ $E R ~ '£{\~,~-~"''. 1 . ~~1.1 ~~\-~ ~:~:~:com_ 
. • .y

1 S'- ' :,q - r· !>b.'~E._~IY Gandy-- -

. o R.a'Ciio ---- ~Teletype 
. ' ~~ 4 .l...: 6 ' 6 8 't·J·~.~~ 
"' ' ~ ~AGENT -4,':>- 2 ~ :3 PM EST RGT ·rr,ssiffcd J!.::"-~''"'"1"" , 

i~e:,. TO DIRECTOR v/ ~ r.,.e.,.:._ ( Decl;*~j ~~~;~ ./~ ~_:-/// 
0!: ~ ~::: // • 9'1 - s ?2,./' ~.i--.~j If' /:/t~L) ::. "' 
e~~~"~ROMSAd~~ . 252107 r ,(a,f"-.t,cto,(r-1&,';'71 C/~/· 

~\! ARRY J. L(A BORDE; GERALD PAT~IC HEMMING; EDWAR COLLINS; . $?.-, ·. ; 

' · NTON I 0 LluEST A; 1:® CUBA .INTERNAL s cu.. Y-CUBA ~ D.· EGLA' -.:IEJ BY. 9_J?. 0 -.6; · . ~ ... ~ ': . '~ _·. j 

~l u) on _.a ta- ttr. .. l5JJ . ,·-~~ . 
ON APRIL 24 LAST,i\'lM 639 ~J WHO d,F. ·riJ~SH o···RfLiAB.LE.. . . ·. A

1
J) 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST, AD\J S ~~ AS FOLL S. (_u) · \ 6, ,. ~~~~A' i· ~ · : . .-

... , . !" r . ,' LA BORDE, AN .AMERICAN IN M~h\MI, CLAIMS HE CONTACTED ~ 
;~::.·(: ' ,-_;-. MAX~LNU),' CfA AGEf~JT IN KEY WEST;· FLORIDA, ON APRIL 22, LAST~~~ 
·:'. 17Z. ii: 14 AND ADVISED HIM THAT THE SHIP SS WILLIAMS WAS RUNNING .J) ,1 ~ £S. 
·; f.~: [;~ MACHINE-BY TO CUBA. LA B,ORDE REQUESTED PERMISSION TO BLOW.:ti) -~ · tt·; ~- · 
~'-~ ~ \uP SHIP ·:·.~N ITS RETURN TO MIAMI. Aq,CORD I NG TO LA BORDE, MJiif -.~' ~ ~; ~ 

.~:~ .~GAVE HIM PER~1 1SSI -ON AND lf\JDICATED LA BORDE WOULD GET $500J{ 
~-~ ~~FOR JOB WHEN DOMPLETED. ~A BORDE ·1s WORKING WITH ANTONIG-

as_ -~--N_.·. _ ;§~~. CUESTA, GER_. · ··· A~D~PATRI_CK HEM.1MING AND EDWARD COLLINS ON THIQ? ........ _ . . 
0~~·-- B "'MATTER. (71ft'\~ U) ' ' :.,.,...:; 
~~; .. u o ~ ~/ {'' .. ., 

~1.~.~ ~~ . buEST~:--. IS .. CUBAN .NATIONAL! H~~1M I NG.-.AND COLLINS ARE i~ 
~d. '::1 ~ AMERICAN MERCENAH I ES ~ LA BORDE 'CLA'I-MS···"TO KNOW IDENTITY AND 

. ~~t-~ *LOCATION OF CIA WA·RE_HOL)SE IN KEY WEST'WHERE ARMS ARE STORED 

?i \,\ . . _ ...... Af2JD . P.L.ANS ... . TO .BURGLA. R\ZE IT LATER. t'~lldl_f'l\ .} ~-st.!i.·:~y , ••• ,. ~,~,v~~ .·. . .. '-~Y' V:) 
·,,': ~;.>· ; ·;:;· c"i···:A·,~~·-'M;··;~,~ 1, :!1As: :ADVISED THAT L~ BORDE wAs oF OPERATI ON.A ~ 
\.. ~ INTEREST TO C I A BUT . THAT HE WAS DROPPED A COUPLE OF MONTHS 
~ . . . ~ 

\ .-;:, AGO,· ACCORD IN. G TO CIA, MIAMI , MAX ·1 S I~ .f ~P\r.·~u~~ A AG~NJ ~~ · _ 
_ g \ ~IgJ.~~)~~ . ~.~~-~~:~O.NT~CTED BY LA B RGE·~ · .l.H.O.W.EVER, CONTRARY •10 
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