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SAC., 1Viia1lli ( 2 .. 16; ) 

D.i.rector, FBI (.109 .... 430) ""11 'f¥ 
> • 

CAltLOS l>RlO SOGA.IDtAS 
FORElGH POLITICAL ~·iATl,EH5 ... CUBA 

· .JAi~1ES Em'lARD F0~1!1L 
IMPERSON',\'l'IOt~ . 
KTDNA.P::U~G 

Reurlet dated 9/3/$'7<) 

Ba$ed upon your conclusion t hat the f~ctsi1do 
n. ot eo.nst. it~te & b.ona £i<;i···· e kidna.ping com.·plain.t, no 
further act1on need b~ taken ;regardin.g that phase of 
the :i.:nve$tigat..ion oth(!}r than to advise local police of 
the alleged plot to kidnap Carlo~ Prio Socarrae~ 

NOTE: 
,/ 

\ . 

\ . . - Brother-in-law of Prio advised Miami Office on 
8/12/57 one of Prio 0 s associates received information that 
subject Powell and two others were acting under instructions 

./ . of Batista agents to kidnap Prio and · take him to Cu. ba '!!\9here 1\, 
~ ,:.~~1/tt•"';'i"' he would be shot by Cuban authorities who would announce t y 

he made an unauthorized landing'o Fa·cts developed ·by Md:ami \ .. 
lYeflect Powell is con man who has criminal re.cord for forgery 11 l '-D· 

· >:'· larceny 11 worthless checks and impersonation a In ·early July 11 • ~~·-. 
·-' ' 1957 11 he contacted Batista agents in Cuba arid .Miami in effort ~ "'0· · : 

to ·get money based on his claim he could furnish information ~-- . 
regarding Prio and arms shipments o Info he furnished was . ~ 
unfounded o On 8/12/57 prior to the report of the alleged r, 
kidnaping plot Powell was arrested by Miami ·Agents for ~~' 

· impersonating a Department of Justice official allegedly in· ....,J,,, 
Miami to·investigate Prioo Powell is in jailo Info re 
kidnaping plot appears to have been attempt by Powell to 'Work~ 

, 1M!(( con game against Prio as well as Batistao Miami advises it .i~ 
c ,. h.J..~ '~" conducting no further it:lvestigation s'ince facts not considere j 

,t~~:_· -~ - to constitute bona fide kidnaping complaint~ n 1', : :~.a: 

t~~~~~~a~ •··~ · ' • · i'• ' ' ' • · ,. '·:~ ' f' · /Yfl;; fT ~~ 8 
Belmont_ .:. •'· '·' ,_.,._._...._, .. _,_ ,' c·.::.• ~: fj·· · ' 1 :~ 1 · 1 ~· w t> 0 
Mohr · ~· ·:.-; .{1}K8~~Jj'\fi ,.,: 1f"~~ !· · ·. · · ~ '" uJ 
b~arsons - RWC g aml Ya -~: t ! : .t'"·T·· "v.7· ~: " . . , r• r· '•, ,, . .. . - -.: . ·.~ . , . . . Cl 

osen . ' r, ,.•1-. "[~' '~: ~ il, • j . · .. s~ ~1 '- ·.· l' :;.. :; fl j •· . I . . f~ . ~. ( 5) /'2 4 J~ 'It :J.a ., .f~ , f r• · , '!"{• "••· .'- oa·.· )": , · Q • 
[amm · ~-:~~:: -.~ 7 ·.";'! :~· ·.··;'1~:.!: ~ ·'< -·. ~ · ~~· . -iG _ :, ', i:i~.). '
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Mr~ HERNANDEZ also was able to advise Agents immediately 
prior to the arrest of PO\ffiLL 1 that he was in possession 
of a revolver~ This was found on his person at the time 
of his arrest. 

POWELL was brou~ht before the u. S. Commissioner 
and placed in jail under $10 1 000~ bond~ 

On the evening of AugM,st 12 1 1957 1 several hours 
after POWELL's apprehension 1 Dr~ ENRIQUE HENRIQUEZ 1 brother-in
l ·aw of CARLOS PRIO 1 and a former PSI of this office 1 telephoni
cally requested SA GEORGE E. '.DAVIS to call upon him in regard 
to a "very important 11 matter~ 

Dr: HENRIQUEZ advised, that information had been 
received through one of PRIG's associates 1 whose identity 
Dr~ HENRIQUEZ declined to -furnish 1 .~(}~t "JIM" PqWELL 1 .C.J-f)_ ' 
working with a Puerto Rican known a~ARRASQUILLO and a r~ 
girl friend of CARRASQUILLO; had .come from CUba fifteen days 
previously with instructions · from the Cuban authorities to 
kidnap CARLOS PRI0 1 transport him by plane 1 then located at 
Nqles 1 Florida1 make a landing at a fixed place in Cuba so 
that the Cuban authorities could shoot him 1 claiming that 
PRIO was trying to escape from an unauthorized landing; ·that 
CARRASQUILLO would do the act~al shooting; that machine guns 
had been seen in POWELL's car~ Dr~ HENRIQUEZ said that a , 
former defense minister in PRIG's government 1 NICHOLAS . . 1 

had come ·from CUba and- told -ANTONIO PRIO; brother of CA~RL~o~s-~----
that there was a project on to kill PRIO. . 

Dr~ HENRIQUEZ said that the PRIO group would like 
to have the information concerning this matter furnished to the 
newspapers 1 so that ·the public could be informed of the activities 
of t})e BATISTA governinent 1 . as it would make good propaganda for 
PRIO~ . 

SA DAVIS advised Dr~ HENRIQUEZ that the FBI coUld not 
become involved in internal Cuban politics and that it would not 
ma~e premature press releases~ · 

SA DAVIS advised HENRIQUEZ that POWELL 1 who anawered 
the same general description which HENRIQUEZ furnished 1 had 
been arrested that aft~rnoon on an impersonation charge and 
was in Federal custody• 

-3-

HW 53932 Docid:32308861 Page 3 



'I 
17" 

MM 2-165 

.. 
Dr• HENRI~BEZ expressed surprise and seemed to be 

disappointed~ 

SA DAVIS told Dr: HENRIQUEZ that he would .like to 
talk to any persons who possessed information that POWELL or 
any Qf his associates, or anybody else, planned to kidnap 
PRIO~ The investigative jurisdiction of the FBI over 
kidnapping laws was explained to him~ 

Dr~ HENRIQUEZ said that he would have to check 
first to determine whether or not the persons who possessed 
such information could-be made available for interview and that 
he would immediately notify SA DAVIS on the following morning 
in the event they could be interviewed~ 

Dr: HENRIQUEZ did not call on the following morning 
and has, as a matter of fact, not called to date to furnish 
this information~ 

Also, during the above interview, Dr~ HENRIQUEZ 
was informed thatif CARLOS PRIO felt that heneeded police 
protection, . that he shald immediately notify the local police 
authorities. 

Two days later, HAL MC INTYRE, Investigator, 
·States Attorney's Office, Miami, telephonically advised that 

DAVID WALTERS, attorney for PRIO, had asked him to locate . 
and interview POWELL concerning the . alleged kidnapping plot~ 
MC INTYRE was advised that POWELL was in j ,p.il: · 

On .August 16, 1957, MC INTYRE advised SA DAVIS 
that he had interviewed POWELL at the county jail, that POWELL 
had denied any plot to kill PRIO, -but claimed that BATISTA's 
men had offered himnnney · to. furnish: :information concerning arms 
smuggling~ 

Aleo, on the day following the interview with 
Dr~ HENRIQUEZ, SA DAVIS advised Consul General HERNANDEz · 
that informatiot:l had been received from a source, which was not 
disclosed to Mr • HERN.(\NfflE~ q that B~r;vn:sm ha:ct allegedly instructed 
POWELL to k~_dnap PRIO• Mr• HERNAI!DEZ. replied that any such 
allegation was, of course, ridiculous and that the Cuban 
government would not stoop to such tactics~ 
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Mr ~ HERNANDEZ again pointed out that POWEL~ had 
voluntarily and on his own initiative approached Col .• CANTILLO 
in CUba, claiming to posse;'3s information concerning planes and 
guns to oe smuggled into Cuba and ~ that POWELL hadmade about 
two trips to Cuba to see CANTILLO~ HERNANDEZ said that 
neither he nor CANTILLO had paid POWELL any money, although 
they had offered to .pay him money in. the event POWELL was able 
to furnish any information which could be used as the 
basis for any seizures by the appropriate u. S~ authorities _ 
before such arms or planes were shipped out of this country~ 

Reference is made to Legat, Hav~a letter to the 
Bureau dated August 7, 1957 entitled "J. E ~ POWELL, Police 
Liaison, Foreign Miscellaneous", wherein it · is stated that 
Co.l~ CARLOS CANTILLO GONZALEZ, :head of the Cuban Army Military 
Intelligence SerVice had original+y requested information on 
POWELL on July 5, 1957; 

Examination of Miami file on POWELL reflects that 
he has a criminal record which includes such charges as forgery, 
larceny after trust, worthless eheeks, , escaping from convict 
camp and impersonating an Army officer~ 

In view of the failure of HENRIQUEZ and PRIO to 
make availatie for interview their source, the political 
rivalry between the PRIO ana BATISTA people, and the fact that 
POWELL was obviously attempting to work a con game against . 
both factions, the above facts w~re not considered to constitute 
a bona fide kidnapping complaint~ -

This information is submitted for the advice of the 
Bureau. 
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