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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

,<.:r,:;:, I}."'?OFY .~. TTO!~ CON! flr:"i]!;\) 
:: ·1~1~S ! ;..; 1· .-::. tY~·;-cr ... :\ ~;:! F l t.:D £XCE.P·~ 

·· r~ :.:;~ .r:,: ~; .: ~Yf: ':~~ -~-: ~~ ;.:~;::\·1: 5$!-... .U.:·"""- . _,. 
Re: 

New. York, New York 
May 12, 1961 · 

S E C :R: E 'f' 

Cub?-rt Situation 

. Dan Brigham,; reporter, "New York Journal American u, · 
New York City; on May 8, 1961, came to the New York Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and advised that he 
had :>ecently returned from J.l.tlami, Florida, where he had 
covered the recent unsuccessful invasion of Cuba, which took 
place on April 17, 1961. Brigham advised that he had contacted 
a cross section of the Cuban exiles in the ~iami area in ~
addition to sources of his own and he desired to furnish the 
opinions of Cuban exiles and h:ts own personal opinions 
regarding the recent events which took place in Cuba on 
April 17, 1961. 

Brigham · adv·ised that from the Cuban exiles in the 
Miami area he ascertained that as a result of the unsuccesi:L.T., ......... 
invasion of CUba, which began on April 17, 1961, at the ::'.::· 1 Bay of Q.gchinos, he came toGthe conclusion, as have many -~ ' -~ ;: 
exiles, that this invasiQ_n, a,s planned by the Central - ·. ':;; 
IntelligEmce Agency (CIA); was doomed to .failure by design u - ~ .: _. ~ 
as the . entire undergroun(f .. and t_h:,iEj(a~on 1 tse lf was 5 • 
uncovered by the Cuban Governmen~ Uj 

Brigham advised that he belie es, as do many 
Cuban exiles in the Miami area, that CIA was wholly 
responsible for the unfortunate events of .April 17, 1961. 
Brigham advised that from the sources in the Miami area he 
ascertained that the following individuals were alleged to 
be agents of c·IA, who wel ... e responsible for the planning 
and carrying out of · the CUban invas~· n: Bernard Barke~ 
David Mo. rales, (First ~e Unknown) Willia.mson"J_ (First . 
Name Unknown)rcaldwell~First Name knovm)r~rranza~ 
(First Name UhRnown) Avignon, and a colonel In the Unf· 
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Cuba11 Situation 

States Air Force,. who formerly had been assigned as Air 
Attache to the United States Embaas~ in Ciudad Trujillo, 

"Dominican Republic. Brigham also stated that anoJ.;her CIA 
agent, \vho was alleged to have a great respopsibility 
in th~ co~ .. ~ terrevolutionary plans f'or CIA, Has one Frank 
Bender.CjV~) . 

· · Bl'•igham stated that at a meetin~held in r;TJ.~r:~' 
during fl1arch, 1961, {First :Name Unknown) Ca:ldwelf]had~ 
informed those present at the meeting tha Dr. Jose Mil''O 
Cardona w~ to be chosen as president of the Revolutionary 
Council. (.Brigham stated that froni his sources he a.scerta~d 
that CIA agent ~ldwelf] was a very influential individual 
in.t~~rla~ing of the abortive Cuban invasion of April, 
196lt.-t~ ' 

Brigham further stated that he also ascertained 
that another individual responsible for the failure of the 
CUban invasion was one William Wyler, who had previously 
used the name of Guillermo Mon~enegra. Brigham stated that 
he had learned from exiles in. Miami 'that vlyler had been 
involved in the recent CUban invasion to the extent ' of 
transmittins the CIA invasion plans, but he Q~ not know 
to whom Wyler had transmitted these plans·~ UJ . . . 

Concerning the William Wyler, mentio ed above, ,, 
it is possible that Brigham is making reference to William A. 
Wieland of the United States Department of State, v!ashingto:':l, 
D.C., 't-'Jho formarly was in charge of Caribbean affairs in the 
United States Department of st~ve and who rece11tly had been 
transferred to Switzerland.~ ij) 

Brigham also advised hCJ.t from Cuban exiles in .the 
Miami area he learned that Dan Taylor, who·owns and operates 
the ferry running between Tampa, Florida, and Havana, Cuba, 
was .:.: .suspect because of the fact that he travels frequently 
to Cuba and while in Havana appears to be allowed to roam ) 
freely and has not encountered any difficulty while in . 
Havana with the Cuban Government atithori ties. Brigham 
stated that he had asked Taylo~, prior to the invasion, if )Sf')(; 
arrangements could be worked out ~"1 th him, Taylor, 'to take "f'V \;U) 
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him into Cuba to cover the fight~.ng. B~j_gharn stated that 
Taylor did not immediately answer, but, af'·cer a trip to 
Havana.; Ctt"o,;:., Taylor . contacted Brigham in Iv'JiaJTI.i, Florida, 
and zaid that he could make arrangements fo1 ... Br·igham to 
go into Cuba, which offe:r. Brigham said he declined because 
he was skeptical of Taylor, because he did not, a·(; first 
contact, agree to take Brigham.., and he felt that Taylor 
may have made arrangements£l~.~avana to have Bri~~am picked 
up when he landad in Cuba~~\ 

Bl. ... igha.m also advised that from Cuban sources in 
Miami he. ascertained that on the weekend of A~ril 9, 1q~1 
the alleged CIA agents, @§,ldwell1 and~rranzq.Jallegedly 
left f'or Guatemala by plane eitmr la-iie on the night of 
April 7, 1961 or early in the morning of April 8.1 1961. 

1/,~righam stated that his sources learned that «raldwel.~.ar~~~ 
~arranz~did not land in Guatemala until Apri~ll, 195lr~ 

· and the~Cuban exiles were wondering where-~aldwel~and~ 
--'--'._\lCfarranza had gone and if it were not possilh:e that the invas.ion 
l_?~ans ha been disclosed by [aldwel~d ~arranz.:~~) -' 

. Brigham stated that he had two personal sources 
in Miami, .Florida, whom he contacted, and identified them 
as Ex-Colonel Mariano Fa~et of the Bureau for the Rep:t:'ession 
of' Communist Activities (BRAC) and Enrique Parajon, who 
formerly was the head of the Secret Police in Cuba, under 
ex-President Fulgencio Batista, and who is now closely 
associated with ~~riano Faget. · Brigham stated that he contacted 
Faget regarding these allegations and CIA's involvement 
and Faget confirmed the names of the CIA persom1el in the 
Miami area,previously set f'orth,as being respons1b~vf~~ the 
invasion plans and the carrying out of these plana~-~) 

Brigham advised that the conclusions that he came 
to regarding CIA's involvement in the recent Cuban invasion 
were based on the opinion of Cubans now :t:.1. ex.iJ.e 
in the ~fiami area. Brigham stated that the Cuban ex~les 
believed that this recent invasion of Cuba by counterrevolutionaries 
may have been designed to f'ail from the very beginning and 
the reason given is that the invasion forces and the 
opposit:.on inside . the country were all picl{ed up and the QlJ C!!J 
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