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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. New York, New York
May 12, 1961
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Re: Cuban Situation DEuLACA PN EoA ().
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Dan Brigham, reporter, "New York Journal American',
New York City; on May 8, 1961, came to the New York Office
of The Federal Bureau of Investigation and advised that he
had recently returned from Miami, Florida, where he had
covered the recent unsuccessful invasion of Cuba, which took
place on April 17, 1961. Brigham advised that he had contacted
a cross section of the Cuban exiles in the Miaml area in ¢
addition to sources of his own and he desired to furnish the
opinions of Cuban exiles and his own personal opinions
regarding the recent events which took place in Cuba on
April 17, 1961.

Brigham advised that from the Cuban exiles in the )
Mlamil area he ascertained that as a result of the unsuccespfil—
invasion of Cuba, which began on April 17, 1961, at the
Bay of Gochinos, he came to.the conclusion, as have many
exliles, that this 1nvasion,C§s planned by the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), was doomed to failure by design;
as the entire underground and the_ipvasion itself was
uncovered by the Cuban Governmené]é%@

Brigham advised that he belie es, as do many
Cuban exiles in the Miami area, that CIA was wholly
responsible for the unfortunate events of April 17, 1961.
Brigham advised that from the sources in the Miamil area he
ascertained that the following 1nd1viduals were alleged to
be agents of CIA, who were responsible for the planning
and carrying out of the Cuban invasion: Bernard Barke
David Morales, (First e Unknown)[Williamson,] (First
Name Unknown)[CaldwellXX First Name xmown)L rranza;
(First Name own) Avignon, and a colonel the Un
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Cuban Situation

States Air Force, who formerly had been assigned as Alr
Attache to the Unlted States Embassgy in Ciudad Trujillo,
‘Dominican Republic, Brigham also stated that another CIA
agent, who was alleged to have a great responsibility

in the counterrevolutlionary plans for CIA, was one Frank
Bender, uﬁg) :

Brigham stated that at a meeting held in Mlami,
during March, 1961, (First Name Unknown) [Caldwell]had
Informed those present at the mszeting that Dr. Jose Mlro
Cardona wag to be chosen as president of the Revolutionary
Council. (Brigham stated that fron his sources he ascertalned
that CIA agent Ealdwel;] was a very influential individual@
1n6the lanning of the abortive Cuban invasion of April,

1961 ,

Brigham further stated that he also ascertained
that another individual responsible for the failure of the
Cuban invasion was one William Wyler, who had previously
used the name of Guillermo Montenegra. DBrigham stated that
he had learned from exiles in Miaml That Wyler had been
involved 1in the recent Cuban invasion to the extent of

. transmltting the CIA invasion plans, but he % not know

to whom Wyler had transmitted these plans.éBL’LU. o
Concerning the William Wyler, mentioned above, ,

it is possible that Brigham is making reference to William A, °

Wieland of the United States Department of State, Washington,

D,C., who formerly was in charge of Caribbean affairs in the

United States Department of State and who recently had been

transferred to Switzerland.di?@;)

Brigham also advised that from Cuban exiles in the
Miami area he learned that Dan Taylor, who owns and operates
the ferry running between Tampa, Florlda, and Havana, Cuba,
was . suspect because of the fact that he travels frequently
to Cuba and while in Havana appears to be allowsd to roam
freely and has not encountered any difficulty while in
Havana with the Cuban Government authorities, Brigham A
stated that he had asked Taylor, prlor to the invasion, i1f x
arrangements could be werked out with him, Taylor, to take (X\)G{ )
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- him into Cuba to cover the fighting., Brigham stated that
Taylor did not immediately answer, bub, after a trip to
Havana; Cuba, Taylor‘contacted Brighamn in Miami, Florlda,
and sald that he could make arrangements for Brigham to
go into Cuba, which offer Brigham said he declined because
he was skeptical of Taylor, because ne did not, at first
contact, agrece to take Brigham, and he felt that Taylor

may have made arrangemen havana to have Brigham picked
up when he landed in Cuba

Birigham also advised that from Cuban sources in
Miami he ascertained that on the weekend of April 9, 1941
the alleged CIA agents, [Caldwell}and (Carranzalallegedly
left for Guatemala by plane eitller late on the night of
April 7, 1961 or early in the morning of April 8, 1961.
righam_stated that his sources learned that aldwgl *dgg
-@éarranz did not land in Cuatemala until Aprix-11,
and the—_ Cuban exiles were wondering where Caldwell]and
Carranzajhad gone and 1f it were not possibTe that the 1nva31on
ns had been disclosed by Ealdwell nd Earranza

Brigham stated that he had two personal scurces

in Miami, Florida, whom he contacted, and identified them
as Ex-Colonel Mariano Faget of the Bureau for the Repression
of Communist Activities %BRAC) and Enrique Parajon, who
formerly was the head of the Secret Police in Cuba, under

- ex-President Pulgencilo Batista, and who is now closely
assoclated with Marlano Faget. DBrigham stated that he contacted
Faget regarding these allegations and CIA's involvement
and Paget confirmed the names of the CIA personnel in the
Miami area,previously set forth, as belng responsibl or, the
invasion plans and the carrying out ol these planséSliJf)

, Brigham advised that the conclusions that he came

to regarding CIA's involvement in the recent Cuban invasion

were based on the opinion of Cubans now in exlle

in the Miaml area. Brigham stated that the Cuban ex.les

believed that this recent invasion of Cuba by counterrevolutionaries
may have been designed to falil from the very beginning and

the reason given is that the invasion forces and the

opposltion inslde the country were all picked up and the (EU
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