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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO 

FROM 

. . 

. 
·-

SUBJEC'T : 

SA W. HARLAN BROWN 

0 

' ··-

DATE ~/7/61 

All INFORMATION CONTAINED 

' . OATEd15--lf2BY_?~-.~,I/~-!i!.K..!Li5ca..fr-/..., 1\i.:fU 
HEREIN IS UJlCLASSlFIED.,1 ': (')'-£,~ 1\(v, f) 

-- -·- - - fj {I j 
On 8/15/61 SA W;· HARLAN BROWN reqeived, in person D a ~,. 

h~ndwritten report d:ated · 8i14/ 61 from DL-6..;s. This r e port h~s 
been serialized as 134~1A-614. 

Informant det8rmine d on 8/14/61 a regular meeting of the 
Dallas CP took place a t the home of AU~JSTIN ESTRADA in West Dallas. 
Present were AUGUSTIN ESTRADA, BILL LOWERY and JOE LANDIN. 

ESTRADA stated that ,coming down to business he did nGt see 
any logic in meeting any mor.e. · It was a· waste of time fer all 
involved including the state committee.. The Dallas group b:a.d not 
functioned in more than five years, functioned properly that is. 

,. 

BILLLOWERY ~greed that the party had been at a st:andstill 
for a long time and attributed its shortcomings to the lack of the 
group getting together. Through the discussion he insist ed that t~~.s 
was what htid. killed the organization. He c:J.ted some work he and ::. .· 
LANDIN had done in different organizations explaiang the local CP was 
not at a complete standstill. .ESTRAPA said he was referring to the 
CP as a group. The work they had done was onan-- individual basis. . . . . ~ .. . ' 

1 - 134-1A~614A ' 
1 100-7995 (Ao ESTRADA) 
1 - 100~7929 (So LOWERY) 
1 = 100~8001 (J. LANDIN) 
1 100-671-5 '(ORG) 
1 - 100-671-4 (MEMBERSHIP) 
1 100~8171 (E. ROSS) 
1 100~671-21 (P&P) 
1 - 100-671=1 (FUNDS' 

,. f'"f~;-_ 100-9734 (G. I. F~R'UM) 
~· 100-8749 (J. STANFORD) 

1 - San Antonio (JOHN STANFORD, 
WHB:jeg 

\" 
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DI. 134-1A=614A 

J.~STRADA st:3.t~-1 tha t hlt!l want®Jd t() q w: :tt :rr~~ inly beea ~JiS~ (r.il f 

this r~~:son~ he h:itd ghl',ftll!l m:i]jjch tb~1l~ligh.t tt~ wh~1t I.aOWER'i~ S81,i,d a~b'O''illt 
prote cting his boy o LOWERYQ :s b wy is i n th~ S®:TJ."\>r ioe~ e In ~ prcevi.(llUS 
meeting D LOWERY ~dvis~d him he d~fi:nit®!y d:ird!. not w&ult to b@ ~ 
delegate to the St~te Ct;JJm..m.itt~eJ ~:nd wo~;ld no ltOng~r ~ttrend State 
Comm.i ttee meetings o His b !QJy was in the; selC''Vice and if he ( LOWERY) 
was ever identified ~s a\ bi'g wh®J<eJl in the CP 9 hreJ wa,s sur® to r~in 
his son~ s c~reer. He Wl\JJ\Ul l o. r:1i\the l "' r~:;il2\in jallst a mem~re:t•o F~r this 
reason~ AUGUSTIN stated~ h fJ"i c o'lll l d t he y stand by and have JOHN ·sTAN.;;;, 

· FORD ~~secuted = when they ~s ·the locr5~l CP bad not S:iCC(l;mplished any 
thing$ there w:as no c~e f r\.Jir ito .LOWERY said . . he still stoo~d by his 
decision if he remain.s :a del~g~:te when the ti~!.e clam~ for their 
exposure :as CP memb~rs he w~s s~re to be identified :as the CP head 

. of the State of Texas= it h:ad h~ppened to him beforl9o One® in the · 
:past he was accused of heading the CJ;> in . ~exas = he . ~nd ELWOOD ROSS, 
,:t'hey claimed 9 were the st;ate leaders ~ not ESTESo LOWERY did no·t 
specify who his accusers were., He asked LANDIN to give his opinion 
on the status of the Party., LANDIN said be wo\Ulld cont inue to work 
as usual. He was . working on a project nowo Before the n .he was 
working on another oneo. He had always managed to keep busy., .While 
he worked on an individ'lllal basiso As LOWERY had said his work could 
be credited to the P:art y., 'rhe local CP, LANDIN contin1!.lled 9 . had not 
recruited anyone i .n years o ·He for one had ~ good number of M~rxist 
booksp p[~mphlets~ etco He didnvt have any · use for them= it was 
shameful too for he imagined active CP members could make use of 
them~ As it was he was going to burn them. LOWERY said he b~d 
sold $8 .. 35 worth of M~rxist liter~ture • 

. He wanted t a leok through JOE v s M~rxist litera t irn.t'l@ ~nd pick 
up some of .it be could sea.1.. LANDIN said he C<01m1 ldo 

1 , \ \ , . 

LANDIN asked what the status of the loc~l CP Wifi! So Bath 
ESTRADA and LOWERY said ther..e was no use deceiving tb.emselves there 
wasn 9 t a Party. LOWERY 'f $1;tl the next thing to do was t o t~ke the 
subject to the State Commi t:tee., . LANDIN ~sked for what to notify ; : . 
them of AUGUSTINQs pl~ns or to discuss ito His pcint wass wo~ld · 
anything they or the committee say change his mind? ESTRADA said 
they were obligated to the State Committeeo They had responsibility 
and he would in t1le near fut\l.lre rri.eet with JO:QN STANFORD :and wou:ild P 

after that$ contact JOE LANDIN and BILL LOWERVo 
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BILL LOWERY repif1lrt®d he b~d ~tten~ed a counl~ ©f :!r!I~~ti.ngs 
wi tb tb.e Forllllm 9 · one a~ g;~ ,rvci~l , wh®l'€1 he h9:1d !J.ia:~rd J o 0~ f?u'lRCIA 
speak c~:tAc~·r:aing the di :m:t~;t·-=·d~rmc@ l'li<D!!l\<r!,ring S§1n • . (";t<lNZAIAEZ o ·· ·u:,~ <P.ilsa 
reported that he h~d visi t®;:d. with JOHN S'Jt'ANFO:RD in S rfi!n Ant~~~.i ·:QJ . 
STANFORD, L.I\NDIN said~ !'i!i?ld mc~iW<ri< id. . ~nd WJ'<<ii!mid.~!"®d h 'Mll LOWEHY 'L%\\J:fffit&ilc~ted 
hiin. - LOWERY said b~ c1all~d t!JJ~ {;~P·tll±'i!l\t «:ill" froiil D:allf?),S, got his . 
number, and called to mr~k'~ ~;~)l:!i'€:il he would be there . STANi~OBJ> wr1!s 
there. · ESTRADA said hle di.cd :a;J;t know STANFOIID's ad.dre:ss or phone 
number and did not knt~W whr.e.:t· \~ t~) C!all bitrA. If that was so 9 LA:fi(.D~~ 
asked, ho-W could he C©n:'.::t~ ct0; hlm t© m®<Eilt with him. ES'l~RADA said he 
WOUld write to ano·ttber @ll (til.d'lt'~~2DtS l!.ll:Ui!i the le·ll;tel" W<Oi'in!ld btW f®l:t'\'W&\:K"d@d 
to him. 

LOWERY said t he l~tt;er LANDIN wrote on C\l)b~ (8/14/61 ~ 
'"'DALLAS TIMES HEBALDr~; was ~ good one . LANDIN said he regretted 
writing it, for wbil~ trying tC~ point c;llJlt the f tC>lly of w~:~ 2>, :Ud the 
prejudiced views of s ©me pe&pl<trJ ~ he had done more hSt.rm tb?an g®~d. 
His wife was terribly upset remembering the hysteria the l~st 
u .. •s. hijacked plane caus ed. _She pointed out the harm the letter 
could do to their children~ They would be ostracized or p~]rsecuted 
by the ·· children at school, and what of their teachers? She :added 
that after a l~tter by LANDIN approved in the ptifo~~' siO!me children 
(quite sometime ago) that played with their children, never returned 
to play again. LANDIN said he had not givmit much thought, or 
else ' he woul~ not have written it. LANDIN f::aid his wife ~lsl!l» brou~bt 
up the quest1.on of cr&lck-pots they could harm, and after al l they , . 
lived in a corne::r; n~x,t door to them the house was "Macant. :and ~an 
alley was b~)i:;t§{iltiF~them, in short they were exposed.', ' LA:NDIN s~id 
that while others-were free to write what they pleased ba would not 
write letters ~f tha~ nat~re a ny more. AUGUSTIN ESTRADA ~nd BILL 
LOWERY said that if they could help in some way they wo~ld d~) it. 

Informant had no additi~nal information. 
; :· 
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