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u;1-ITED STATES t.,,;.\TERNMENT .. 
Memorandum 
TO 

. SUBJECT: 

M &.~ l· ~ J"!!'r ilf 
·DIRECTOR, FBI (105-7 5110) · · . · DATE: November 19, 1959 

ALL INFOR}.~;\ !ION CON'!}•.ltf!i:D 
m:;REJ:N IS \JHCLASSIFtED BXCEF~ . 

SAC' MIAMI (134-368) Wi:l.BR£ SHOWN 01HE..'?.WI SE. V ' 

o a -
l.,__,_;;tt.rfr'"~": .. 

MANUEL JOAQUIN DIAZ, al.q! }.0~~ 
PSI - CUBA Cllfss!fied tJ._...,...~~ 

.f.. - ' Declassi o 0 

Re Bureau letters dated 9/8/59, and 10/14/59; and 
report of SA WILLIAM ~· WIGHTMAN, dated 8/6/59, at Miami. 

~ On November 4, 1959, DIAZ advised SA WILLIAM A. ~·j 
WIGHTMAN that he returned to Havana, Cuba, on September 23, "-!J j 
19.59, .. and tendered his .r. esignation _as a Li~~~=-~t in the· ' . f•~./ I 
~~~!1..- R~yol~tiO!l!!:Y~~ir Force -,_(FAR~;: to JUArf\~IDA, 

-~_E_?..e.!J of FAR. ~IAZ stated he res.igned becau~e he did not ~ .. p¥, 
~ des ire ·to live 1n Cuba under th. e preset_tt regune, that he . · · f', 'j 

did not want to be a member of any mil1tary unit of the . \~ 
1
, 

('-·_)cuban Government, and that he is a United States citizen \l · .--' 

<~arid prefers to reside in the United .states and to do nothing ~ 1 

~ ·:,1 ~which would jeopardize his citizenship. DIAZ stated that 
.'--~ 6i during his tenure as a member of. FAR, he was assigned to /," 
;

1
. 

1 
perform various investigative duties, both in· Cuba and the- ). /J, . 

• 1:. United States. . t.Y-"'17""-
u '"' ·. . 

~~ ~:~~ r .-.•... :.:,"' While in the United States on behalf of the Cuban 
~~S~ Government, he did not wear a military uniform and he made 
()~~ little or no attempt to conceal his. presence in the United 
~ States. DIAZ said that he is currently employed as the 

Assistant Station Manager of Cubana Ai;:lines at the Miami 
International Airport, Miami, Florida~L.IeJhich position was -.... .(:~ 

_ :~:~;~~;U>~~~~~ ~~~~i~~~¥a:~e~i1aii-- ~··· 
·' ;" 

Cubana A~,~t-.~.t.·~~s'i .. t,L\ ,f~/l / _,.,--_1 c· ··--· /-7--· . .t.)"/l .... '". A 
~_, " • '. •' ;, c / ~ .. .9P ' 1,.;/----.o ' ~.....; ,// v ~. I u 

0 ·Bureau (RM) 
'-2-.: Miami 

(1 - 105-1734) 
WAW:mbs 
(4) 
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DIAZ said that his original purpose in the United 
States on behalf of the FAR was at the direction of JUAN 
ORTA, Secretary in charge- of the Prime Minister's Office. 
ORTA told him to establish contac.t with the FBI and U. So 
Customs· for the purpose of cooperating with those agencies 
regarding: the activities of BATISTA exiles and anti-CASTRO 
elements in the United St~tes. This operation was to be 
with the>_eomplete approv~l of both Cuban and United States 
authorities and, was to----!-;~'~ complete~_ Y_ overt • .{biAZ£ated ,--,:" 
t·~a t .at -·one time~~RO.f~i\LDEZ, . C.b.;J..~-~ .. -Qf.._ C\!_b~!t.. .... ~:~d '· ·-
d1scuss·ed the poss1b1lity of sending DIER Agents to th~ '·.._ -.-
Unite9 .· ~·tates, but that this proposal never went beyond the ... ,;_ 
discus_,:st.~o. n stage and to DIAZ 's kn~~dge, no D.IER Agents .. ...__ 
had b~en· sent to the United State~) · · 

---~ - .. ~. ,-,!· ' .. 
,. ·:··b nuring the first· par~ .... of February, 1959, fo~~ 

.. 9.J:P!lE-.. ~:~-~~.!~~rl.. .. ~~ State. ROBERTO'v'AGRAMONTE, informed · DIAZ .(!: 
that h~· li"as anticipating co1,1tacd'with -the U. S. S~ate-- . _ ~?:: 
De_ par_ t. _m ___ en~ ·-to ~ke in<ll:'iry. regarding __ the _ stat_~~---'>-~--u~ S;. ""-,.~.._: 
.ci~~~~~s- who w~re serv1ng 1n the Cuban Armed Forces. ~ 
nl£ 'said· 'thllt this was the first and last mission of this 
subject( .·· l.J.awever, he informed Agents of the FBI of this 
ihteni:±on 1 of AGRAMONTE for the information of the u. s. 
Government. .. 

!· .• 

- DIAZ has .on several different occasions voiced 
a concern as to his status in the FAR and has said that 
should l),i~ _ position as a Lieutenant in any way possibly 
jeopardi:zi~ his citizenship status, he · would immediately 
relinquis-h such pqsition. During the time DIAZ was in . the 
u. s . . ,qn~·.;b'ehalf . of the FAR, he cooperated fully with the 
Miami __ ·Q~f:i::ce of the FBI and kept this office closely inform~~ 

-as. _ to:. c:l_.'t\Velopments);i;.d act_ ivities/Wi~hin. the Cuban .Consulate ;: · ~ 
~n Miam~;·· as well as within the cliDan military services an ~ 
gove~n~~) _ . . · ~ _ ·. . . . 

Bureau letter dated September 8, 1959, noted 
that such a statement is vague and that a succinct summB,ry of 
the data PIAZ had furnished was desired • 

' __ ..... 
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·-·-"· Miami letter dated September 25p 1959» captioned 
~b~n-. R~vc;>:~u~ionary Air Force» Foreign Political Matter -
Cuba, ·s·et··-forth a complete and d~tailed listing of personnel 
assigned· ·to the FAR, · including. pilots, pilot cadets, air 
police, ·'ground transport maintenance ·and mechanics, operations, 
~n·i:t±on dUD1p and headquarters and headquarters company, 
as well as a complete listing of· 77 aircraft which comprised 
the sict·ive strength of the FAR. This information was believed, r··_-
by the Mi~i Office, to be of major ~portance to OSI in 
provj.ding a factual evaluatiqn of the FAR. 

. I) ,':. j_ •. ', . . . 

~~- A~gust 14, 19?_9, ,DIAZ was in a ·position w~,reby __ _ .. ,_ .1 _) 
he (was ~he,' on~y, source ava1.lable to the , ~iami Of~ic~,JPC! , _ . \ 4)- •"'- - 1 " · \ 

was familiar with the activities :Gft}IC~RDO~PI~~';tEW4ho ( ~ \ 
was, at ~~<!jt:time) !~~--S~=~g~"~·~-~~1! (!n~~tl:~g~~~ .!~Y~'-m.~igati_E~J · 
*;_~_]!i~~an<f-:was operat71\lgfall~~hi~ Fh~.: -~ban ~P~yasu.!a-~ ~ , ;.,.:,\.""' 
Miami. DIAZ fupti~hed l.qfo~t~_, regardi~g~-sp~-~-+~.1.~· ~ - -·· c- _ ·

1 
~l: ~· 

details of WIMENTEL's activitie!['Which can -b~ '1_d9at~d' i%1 the ·_ ~ 
case ~f~led{F.icardo Porf~orio ~~~,imente"~ :y ~~ge;a~~ - -ak·~~:~"' .": --:?'' . . _l 
CUBAo~J-¢>'> ~- . . . ., j ,;,_ • .•. · ·- \, ----~ ~ "'·. ~{ 

=-~?"'':' .· ~'~ . .. ' . - .. ,_, _···· ,: -~~ .:;:- - _\.._ -'::~_ -~ - ' ,; ;( ,· -:.. • • . /': . ----- :· ' ci \ ·- -2f '--~~ 
, , .. , ~\ DlAZ al~o- f~mis·hed inf6rrmat-io?~- r~~~r,di:rt,!?;.. .· . • : ~---("·~ · i i 

~DOLFO' ·COSSIO ,. Cy]?.~n-AY__AttJt_~.he~>:--~i~Llnt~~- ''·~;-> \.:; 
~·~J\.J.!E.~£t. ' ~~l8J!!..,.J:l..9XM!.a, and ARMANDO'MPEZ, ~ ~..fJ. Sergean_t -~ ' ._

0
qJ 'j, 

~igned to t~!! ~~~~s 6'££iee~ -~!>.~~ q 
'/ ' It _is COmmonly reC(;gn¥ied t¥t, tqe FAR has ~-e~r;·~~~ : .. ';i~ \~( 
\\ c;:~n- ~er of defection withi~th~-~~an _Arm_ e ___ d_ ·Forces fol?low- ing~,;~ _ J 

"' \'the - ~rrival of ;PEJl>RG ut_ I~J?IAZJ\~Z, ~-Cbi~th~.F~ 
in the United States on July 1, 1959. DIAZ was in ~ pos~t1.on 

jduring ~hat critical period to furnish information reg,arding . 
/ _ · ,. the wi?_· 'espread purge which occurre_ d at the, <ti.r~ctipn o:£, . · 
::·- ~- _ FIDE~.f"-STRO and~ RAUL CASTRO, fo~!owing the ·defection of _ .. 
''--~.\f~DROJtUAZ and h1.s brother, ~COSX:DIAZ_, former _!~E~~ "' c2.<.,.,_ ,~~>-. ; ) 

General Of the FAR tfi ~~ . . n i:..' ~, . I .. . ~-=-·~· .;·. 
· · • ~.;,;.. ""' l(;, ~- t·./ .r.:". !,$ ' v .{.1 t, fd l'f'k·c,· I'\. .:1 ;t M If ; ,~ r~;· ~ , .. . ·• .:-' '"""'"" • . ("'~£.,~~·-~-----· -. ,..t,_"C"':,.~~~ l:'\;~-..-- · · •.., ·-~-'=":1- T'C"n-""~· - · , ,~..,-~._ .... ·..._,... .~ __ :.,~\:} :~-~' __ _::_f/:_._,;__~;:_'. ~~} ~~ Lf:, ~· • 

· : On September 17, 1959, DIAZ through a pe~~<;ma:( __ __ _ 
conversation with the Chief of · the Cuban· National :Police · 

·~ EFIGENIO AMEIJEIRAS provided confirmation of the fact that 
.. o~·r p_-· . ~,--" ·· r"; 
-~ ., "i·< !, ' \t ,.'--;, \' .. ·~ :- ,, \ t--- ....... ,/ -- 3 

fll.,__ _ ____c;...._ ___________ ___ ____ _ _ .. _____ . __ ., ---- ---- .. - - -

'-r ...,_\·" ~ ,.\. \'. :- - ' .,., - ..... 
'~- . - ~ '1 "'~ ~\ ~... ; "' ( . - --~ . ...--.. . 

' · 
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r- . . . . ' - . -- . - . --- :\ ' .. ' " -- ' . - . ·- . -- -> FERNANDOl~OBA had ' tricked RAF~i.- pE~INO ;"_ irit:p . fl~fJt~ : t~ ·· 
-_; Quba on July 25., ~95, ~ ':fhE!re ~~e Cubai:i)>olice .were-wa1.~3rng 

~>,.. . in ambush for · them~. It is . po1.nted out-- ~h~t i~v~s,tigat.~on 
If;~- ~oncerning the circumstan_ces of thi~ , fligpt was th~ subject 

--.:,.._ of considerable time and effort on the _p,,rt .J~~~ tq~r,~-!~mi 
Office, which investigation can be located iri'- the 'fil~ · .. 

JE!_-4- relating to FERNANDO}iUENTE~CGBA.. First-hand info~~tion, 
c.-. •.. -c·---.,such as that fumishea by DIAZ, _ re~u~ted iq ~ - signif~cant 

·- - - -saving of time and money on the part of th~ FBi ~ . l~ i~ _ 
also pointed out that information· furnished· byDIAZ in 'the 
past has been furnished with hi~ c:;ompl~~~ cooper~ti9,n ;_ ~nd, 
that at no time has · paym~nt either been ~equested by DIAZ _ 
or mentioned by agents of the Miami Office. Information 
furnished by DIAZ -was comple~ely voluntaryr 

DIAZ has also furnished information concel;'ning 
such individuals as JOSE PAULA, ALONSO HlDALGO~ :~:IRO . 
VALDES, BLAS ROCA~ JOSE ~OS,, E;FRO:N PlCHARDo;- .CARLOS PRIO 
SOCARRAS, .JUAN AlMEIDA, VINCENT HANARD~ and numerous 
individuals within · the Cuban ,Governmept. 

• • { 1 

. 
1 

· · conc~rning DIAz, • -~ '. assqciatiop' 'with cARLOs~l:±ri. 
/!J. _.)._K-sJ.!.£~, ~IAZ . sta~ed h~ inet PRIO ill. ~;L~.i in ~pprox~tely 
'-<·'- ·1.'"~"""- 1957, and 1.s a close ·person~~ friend ·of . :PRIO~ DIAZ said 
--..,..,._::r that in the latter part of '1957, ' he purchaseq thl;'ee ~~Sl 

. . airplanes · iri Pho,~_llix, Ar.izona, ,'· in fh~ P_. am_ . ~tJ>f th~Q9,,1. d_ ~n _ . 

·' ,._ 

'~!!.~~~~ was . f()%1Jle~ - by P~lf~E~VAS.QUE~ ~.and .)R19 .. . f:,t%_,, 
PRIO requested 'DIAZ ~o · fly· : tqe_~_e . plapes fro~· the JJp·it~cl , ___ ..,~-4-~~. _ 
States; , however, Dl;AZ . refl1~ed. , App~~ximately . ~~~ ye~r- lat~~~:;{·~:-"· 
these planes were destroyE!d by f~re while on the g;r,ound a~ ...... :_ 
an airport in Ft. La~~er~~le ,. Flo:rida. ~IAZ sa!

1
d ,) :,hat 11~ is 

still, a friend of PRIO s1.nce he ·. feels that PRIO. defin~tely 
is anti-Communist; howe~er; he stated that the· formet ' Cuban 
Government under the direction of PRIO was totally corrupt 
and inj~rious to Cuba. 

.· 

- --- -------·---· - ·----~---
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Information furnished by DIAZ is too numerous 
to set forth in letter form, however, the. above summary 
should indicate to the Bureau the importance of the 
information which this PSI has furnished. 

The Miami Office has kept in mind the -possibility 
that DI~ may be a plant or may be cooperating with the 
FBI for the purpose o.f protecting his citizenship. The 

. M.~~u:~li .Offi,c~ also has realized that DIAZ or anyother 'source 
~~: i:ng<n:JAfi~~ ., in·_ ~~e 'field o'f Latin . American affairs may • 
ppss~b;l,y!· 14Se)ais - as~ocia,~ion with. the ~I to l1is. own advan-e 
at some .' f1;1ture date • . It ,. is further recdgni~ed that,, a . 
gr~a~ - many indiv~du~ls - ~ho furp.ish inform.a,tion ·to ·the ,.FBI ·may 
have · ari-~· u-lterior··;mot·ive ··in doing so, that · they may be · 
opportunists or mercenaries :and that the furnis·hing of 
information might be a self-serving actj.on. . In~ormat~on • 
furnished by DIAZ, however, has been . fotind to .be reliable 
and has enabled the Bureati to keep abrea~t of; the \Cuban 
situation at those times when DI~ h~pp~ried; . by yirt~e of 
his position, to be within the fo(!us C?f attention .• . ,·No · 

·promises, payments, or written records were : furnished ' to 
this informant in return for his volunt~ry cooperation. 

' I 
I ; 

. .., .- In -view of DIAZ111s present positior{ with Cubana 
Airlines, he has lost a large degree of his . former potential 
as an informant of Latin American matters and accordingly, 
no further-··action is being taken toward his development 
as a PSI; however, UACB, DIAZ will be recontacted from ttme 
to time as a source of information and in regard to specifi~ 
matters which may arise, 'Such as request for information set · 
·forth in Bureau teletype dated November 12, 1959, regarding 
the influx of several thousand leaflets published by the 
Cuban Government regarding the recent leaflet flight by 
PEDRO LUIS DIAZ LANZ, et al. These leaflets allegedly arrived 
in the United States by Cubana Airlines. · 

' ' 

-~··-·· .. -.· .. · ,.. . ~-.. -. - - . 
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UACB, no . £\lrtheF, ;!.nvestigati'on ~ill be undertaken 
regarding the Registration Act case concerning subject, in 
view of his resignation from the FAR. · 

\· 

.-··;! 

/ ,.,. 

----------
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