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E’ = Referenoe my memo 1/28/60. By way of background, Fernandez
7 dentzcal with MM 635~-S, heretofore a valuable security informant of
Yiami) and Valdes were arrested by Miami 1/27/60 in connection with plot
to kidnap Rolando Masferrer, prominent anti-Castro exile. Reference
memo noted it was not clear whether Fernandez planned to advjise Bureau
of plot but was unable to do so because of circumstances. Xé,t)

By teletype and azrtel 1/28/60, Miami has furnished additional
data concerning informant’s role. Fernandez visited Miami 1/13-19/60

~and supplied Miami Office with considerable data regarding Cuban

intelligence activities and political developments (including information’
showing his own uncle is acting as Cuban agent in Us S.J). Informant
returned to Miami .1/27/60 and telephonically contacted Miami Office

on arrival and again after processing by INS. At time of second call,

he indicated he was late for appointment with unidentified individual

but adid not mention name of Valdes or indicate he was involved in
Masferrer kzdnap plote MM 635-S did suggest meeting agent who handled
him on .evening of 1/27/60, but agent was unable to meet with informant
due to’ oth commitments and meeting was agreed on Jor followzng
mornzng. i ‘u)

«Followz’ng arrest, Fernandez was interviewed privately by agent
handling hzm, SA George Daviso He advised he had been instructed by

his superior in Cuban National Police to meet Valdes concerning 7

unidentified matter but insisted he was not aware of kidnap plot untz.l
he had met Valdes at which time he had no opportunity to contact
Miami Office. He said he planned to advise Miami immediately follawi
meeting but arrest prevented this. Fernandez claimed that he woul A
not have actuallyff;.,taken part in kidnap plot and under no czrcumsftfhces

-would he divulge his‘ relatzonsth with Bureau. Miami believes ;’
Fernandez gave‘plauszblxe explanatwn aend still has valuable potentzal

as znformant. .F'ernandez has Just recently been. promoted in Ouban
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Re: JUAN FERNANDEZ DE CASTRO RODRIGUEZ A
GEORGE VALDES L. AMABLE, AKA.

current story may cover upe However, this informant has been operated
by Miami since 19 s has produced valuable information, often of real
significance, and has never previously given any indication of un-
trustworthiness or duplicity. Moreover, it is felt informant'’s story
is very ?§S::ible ifs in fact, he had no advance knowledge of kidnap
schemeo : )

re is little likelihood informant will divulge relatzonszp
with FBI since such actzon would seriausly Jeopardizehis own
safety. Under: circumstances, it is felt we should not take any
precipitous action to manipulate this matter for the benefit of :
M 635-8 or exert any influence on his behalfo It is believed, however,
that we should furnzsh informant's account to Department and to U, Se.
Attorney, Miami, who is handling case (we have previously advised both
Department. and U, S. Attorney of fact Fernandez has been paid Bureau
informantl. ‘Department should have this information to handle any

- proble hich may arise zf\Fernandez does divuilge his informant relation-

osszbilzty exists that Government may decide not to
carry through on prosecution in this matter, especially since key
Government witness would be MUrs. Catherine Taaffe who is of dubious
reliability (we have also furnished Department full Jacts concerning
her}. Government may decide not to try subjects in favor of having
them deported.s In any event, it is felt we should await outcome
of future prosecutive developments before making deczszon as to future
operation of.MM‘635;S. (i

ACTION: | | Mé@ "~

Attached Jor your approval is letter to Criminal Division of
Department with copy to Internal Security Division, outlining ML 635-8°
.account of this matter. Copies of this letter are being furnished to
Uiami Office which is being znstructed to advise local U. S, Attarney

"handling this case.
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