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Oat~ : 2/11/60 

Transmit the following in --------'--:=-----:---:-:-----,----,--,---------1 
(Typ e in plain text or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_TE_L __ _ R MAIL 
m~c~J.S'StFlf:O Bf - . ... :;, .• ;,.,_,;>9.,;, . .. .. .· writy or Method of Mailing) , :::---------;;--ff 4~ ~ r:JD )_;;-~~--------------

1J TO: Oil ·· ~;~C~R·:· :I ~:05-84265) t 
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (105-2307} 

DUAN FERNANDEZ DE CASTRJ)RODRIGUEZ; 
ROLANDO MASFERRER ROJAS - VICTIM 
KIDNAPING ~ICO~SPIDRA€Y; IS - CUBA 
(00: Miami) 

ReBuairtels 2/4,8/60. 0 

<Zhl~ 
CLASS . & EXT. 
E1:~AS0l~ -FCIM I 
DA'l'E O]i' REVIEVl1~...:__ _ _;:_~.;..o.._--r-

On 2/10/60, group of 7 photos were shown to Mrs. l CATHERINE TAAFFE by SAs ROBERT JAMES DWYER and GEORGE E. 
\ DAVIS at McAllister Hotel, Miami, where TAAFFE now residing. 

Included in· group of photos was one of JUAN FERNANDEZ DE 
CASTRO RODRIGUEZ. Fronts of photos did not reveal identities 
of persons pictured. ~ 

TAAFFE selected photo of de CASTRO as man who 
had been fellow passenger on PAA flight i\1iami to Havana 
about 12/6/59. Did not know name or other identity but !1" .......... -·-··1 
recalled he had been met by someone at plane at time dis- ( (/i 

embarked, was escorted aside from other passengers. This~ 
was last and only time she saw him. ~ ---~ ·· 

_________ ,..._. •• - .,. ... ~ .... ~ .... - ............ _... ... ., .• : ....... · • ..- .. ...._. ........... lr$ .... ~---· ....... ,...-, ... .., . .,..,..,....,_.,.,,.....,!"'1•.,._~~_,~., .. ~~- ,,.,.,..,~ .... ~.....,.. 

. Later during interview TAAFFE asked Agents if they 

I 
had photo of de CASTRO. Photo pointed out to her from 
among those already examin_:~·~ SheeKpressed surpris:_! .~ / \ 
,...-.. l': · . . · .h ' } /) r r(v/<j:'} ,~; .;P, p ~If I ) 

/3)- Bureau (AM) R£c.~"'s.a .. t ·::-.[~~- :111 ··1• r&.r:..,.,.,;· '-' O ,t~ ~~- ... , \ 
1..._:, ·. ~ ~' - - · ·~ I t (f (I . 

3 - Miami ]~~~ · ·;1- · ·-~· .• ·~: .:; ) ~--.7. · · , . . .. / ·-.{ J\~i \ 
r( 1 - 13.4-211} . Ill '-~1/': •• ·:. '/ · ~. -'=". FFn . - ··. . '-.. f \ . 'V '-. 
L( 1 1a.r (T F .) - , . ' ... .. , -~-- ~, . !•.· . ' ' . - vu f.J ~ .. . '· (.~;> 

~ '·· T.TDH . egh ""-c-___,_' r\ 
~'V~ • ~~ \ 1~· t 

.. ~.:};;:~ 

1 NW 54460 Docld: 32330439 Page 2 

·-·~ 

. ,'1 i 
' ' I 



. :. ;_-·.· 

. ' . 

' \ 

' . ' \ 

-~-tating she ha~ not. reco~nized it · in comparison to photo of 
f him. she had seen in newspaper following .his arrest. She 
i. th.en e~claiined she had seen. de· CASTRO at Hilton Hotel; 

.· : 
. ~--- . 

f · .· Havana, on orie or more occasions iri 1/60 between lOth and. 
-· { .' 15th~ c • She qbserved JORGE VALDES talk to .de CASTRO after. · 

.:. 'VALDES . excused himself from her · company in lobby of hotel 
on pretext of having to· make telephone -call. Said she had 
never met _de· CASTRO and_ his name not mentioned to her by · 

: ~A~DES or anyone else in Havana o · 

. . ·On.2/9/60 ' Sgt~ · HILLMAN, Dade Co. Jail, Miami, 

, -:,', 

. ,' ' .. 

teleph6nicallyadvised de CASTRO requested him to notify 
SA GEORGF; E o DAVIS he wanted· t() talk to him. On sa!De day . 

; .. 

' • . , -

~ · . . •. 

'• ' ~. 

• • , 1 .:.· 

SAs. DAVIS and WILLIAM B. HOLLOMAN interviewed de CASTRO 
·. who rela'ted he was 'des.irous of pleading nolo contendere as 
soon a:s ·possible anci his new attorney, HENRY CARR, also favored 

. . ·\· this. plea.· }>_e_ CASTRO e~pressed hope his hearing could . be 
.· ·· ·• scheduled.;._.fqr 2/12/60 as his brother, .ARTURO, of Havana, 
: · · would be in 'Miami . that date. He -believes VALDES also de~ 

\ si-res to. plead nolo contendere. 

_ .. SAs HOLLOMAN and DAVIS took opportunity to question 
_.-de CASTRO .further re this ma:tter. He reiterated circumstances, 

. -:·previously -reported by this office, under which he had been 
. sent to Miami by EFIGENIO AMEIJEIRAS, Chief, Natl Revolutionary 
Police of Cuba, with instructions. to contact VALDES and work 

- wi'!:h ·him on a job o · Said this ·was his first assignment after . 
being ·recruited int:o "Con~idential A" _ section. of Police by · · 

. F·ERNA~PO ·FUENTES COBA, Chief of . that section. De CASTRO was 
. named assistant t .o COBA. 

. . . . 

' · Re·lated he was riot briefed by either AMEIJEIRAS or 
._- .COBA, or· by -VALDES · as to nature of · assignment -and did_ not 

. know it _involved kidnaping .pl<:>t until he contacted VALDES in 
Mia111i ._ · · 

..... ·· . 
. . , . · 

2 -
·. 

~ · .. ·: ·· ..... . . _ .·. _. . 

' \ , I • ~., 
. . ' :~ 
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. ·_ .. . · .. . ·. De .~ GASTRO ·said no one mentioned to him name · of 
CATJ;iERINE TAAFF,E . or any .oth~r woman prior his departure 
l/27/60 .for ·M.iatni i . Iri$~d:iate1y after being released by 

l • .. • .· ,. INS," .Miatni~ . oif late afternoon 1/27/60 he contacted SA DAVIS 
· b:Y. phone··. ·. Immediately thereafde~:1: he · phoned VALDES at Miami 

.· ·. · · .·. · ... · · Iqtelfnat::·io~al ' Ail;po~t ·Hotel •. · .VALDES told him to call .back .. 
~·· . · . . . at .7 :oo· P .M~ , . ThE:m went to home of uncle~ AR'l'URO FERNANDEZ 

, ·: . · ;de . CA$TRO. At · 7:00 .phoned VALDES who instructed him . to c6me · 
· .. · · .. . : .<_.· ·to ·the :.hotel. ·Proceede.d itrimediately by taxi to hotel .where · 

. ,. · .. : :::h~ .. met : VAL.DES~ _:·. .. . . 
'" ··' - ~. ·' 

,• ·. 

; · .· · · . . .' ·. . . VA.LDES then ·.briefed him ' arid for firr:;t time he · . 
. ·> ':~· ... :: .. '.:: ' learned this .was kidnaping plot against ROLANDO HASFERRER • . . 

. o·:.:. : . Also; for ' ·firs ·t. time. ~ he learned a ·woman wa13 involved. . 
.·· . . · · VALDES ,:.t;:old him a!l American woman arranged for them to meet 
:: : . . : a .M~~mi policeman at the Q.otel that evening .• · No other . 
·· · referenc;:e made tp this wc;>man; her, name not disclosed by 

. VALDES. ·. . . . . 
. . -· - - · ~- . > :· I· . '. · ' .. . ' 

j · .. -- .. . . · ·. · .. After VALDES .and de CASTRO arrested artd plac·ed 

1 
.•. . . :> .. ::· -... :.'irt .ja:-ti, VALDES claime·4 to . de CASTRO that this same woman 

· · ' .. ·· .. ~. : · ' a,lsp .' a.rranged . fC>.r .a boat in Miami i an American boat captain, 
1. · ··: · · . and another man to transport MASFERRER out of Miami in 
I : · .· .. :·.,: ., · c.onnec'tion with the· kidnaping. . · 

. . . ~ . ' . . . 

·.· .. De CASTRO said :that .' on .2/8/60 his brother, ARTURO 
. · ·. · . . ··· . . FE~ND;E!Z ' de . 'CASTRO,· of Havana~ visited him in jail·. ARTURO 
:. , .: '· to'id · hiin ·the father of VALDES -disclosed to him the ·Ame'rican 
, ···: ... · . .-ioman ·w~o· figur~d .in' this niatt:er was CATHERINE TAAFFE. . Said 

. . · : _: . . ... ·~~is ' was.·. first t,i~e he· ~ver ~eard her name . . . ' 
. ..... · 

·· · '· .·.>:: · ·. .. ' :>upon·; l:,"et;:u~n, to c~il, he·. questloned VALDES about 

1

·.·• ·· .... : ~ ._ ·, _ . T~_- . ' ··F. -F.~ . . · .. :VALDE;S :said h.e· ··fi7st met her i.·n · ~uba in. c~nnection: 
. . .. .· · . . ·W:l.th · suga.r business . long· ·t .l.tne ago. Descr1.bed her as woman -
!': ' ·. '. '. : .:.· .. ·who · has marty fr:i,.ends who are l;>ig people ~nd that ·she only:. 
' :. · • <. ): ·::.'· h~-d - t:o ~ g~ lephorie them · t •o . get . th~ngs done . · 
1·; ._. . . . ·. .. . . ·. 
I' :. . ·J.... . ·. ·, : , : · ., 
.t . ' .~ . -' t 
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·- .. • 

-·(:)- ·.:~- -_ M~·r:ios~zao7 
. . ··. ·_. -

' .:r . . _·._ . .--·· ... 

:' · -.. _· • .: ·-,:_·: - -~ 
1 

· . . . -- - :~ ·_ ·". · ' D~ ~CASTR~ said :·VALDES 
,\' • I ' ; . 'whole plan •.in .. this case was. his 

.. .. . .- : · -·- _- . .. , ··' : .' -. . - .... , ·. · ·' . . ' . 
1 __ •• • . , , " .'.·. ·. ' -· 

also · 'told hini in }ail _that 
idea. 

-· ·.: 

·.-. . ~-, _:_ : -· · .. •- · .NO.ted :de CASTRO has consistently adhered to sam_e . 
· -·: . · ~- · b~sic ·-~tory. Has·· -re~ord of previous - reliabtlity in his deal~ · 

·--. . - -~;· .. :' ~ng . w~th. this·: office. Miami ··o£- opinion de. CASTRO has been· 
, .:·. , . --. .' ·subs.taritially tactual ~nd truthful ip ·this matter. _Believed 

. . ·· · . .' ''·-:... he :b,as -act·ed ii~. good fait;h with the Bureau and will . not 
.·.>-:·~- .-~_: ··_- y:i.olB.:fe B'-lx:eau 0 s ~onfide~ce. - It -is also felt thfs incident 

I. : .:,_ >-. · .,_· Jnay enha~ce h:i.s .. ::po~ition in " Confidential A". of the Police· . 
. , -. .'. -·· lt '-·ts obvious, . of ·c·oui-se; the · Cuban Govt. 'cannot admit coma 

,_. :· '- _:-. :-p _li.ci.~y - in :.thl:s -cojl'spiracy. -
. . - __ :· ;:. ~ ~ ' . • ,', .; . ~ . -~ ,· · · .. > ·': ~· ·• ·' . ' . 

· • .· ... :> .· · . -- · .. • ·:: .· · _-· •' .. (Jri 4:/11/~0 ·-TAAFFE ·-furnished signed statement in 
. . ·-: · -_.}::: -·which:.she :st;:tte s piot · to · kidnap MASFERRER ._was conceived by ­

:_ :,> ·f- · jrA.LnEs~rAnci discussed . with· h~r• in _Havana ii'l 1/60. · -· Said · 
. .. . . _ . -.(~plaJ;l- presen~ed _ · - ~.o· an aidtto - RAUL CASTRO b:y VALDES and this 
· · .. --. : · · · aide . agreed -. kidnaping of :t-IASFERRER would: be good :i,dea and 

· :· .· . ··· ·.: · _· · sa:i.d: $.50,000 ~ ·could _- be allocl:tted for plan •. VALDES asked: 
'._ . · ) :: TAAFF;E_· 'ff : sl~e . would contact Capt:. LE.E NAPIER of Miami PD and 

. ·, .. ~- : ::J: · ··see. :t.·:f.:-.he ·would a ·ssist · them. · Said conversations with VALDES 1 ·:,.:· _, .·:.;: · ::!· /. i.~ ·:Havana : re H th_~s : matt·er ~xtended about l/.5~13/60. TAAFFE .. 
. . .-. · ·- ·claimed she· was ._ never in favo:r: of plan to . l<idnap MASFERRER · 
, .. \.:.; :--' .J.- ~nd_,_·suggeste4· th~. Cuban Govt •.. use -diplomatic meaau_7c:!~ to bring ­
·- -... '·':_··.L- :MAS:FERRER back ~o Cuba. _ Af~er plan developed suff~c~ently) 
... _· .-_ -· .. ·r. -.she then thought ' 'plan could' be handled in ··~uch a way that 

·~· . . · : . \' _· F_+DEL CASTRO woulc;l get beached on some Bahama. island; MASFE~R 
: ·. , · ·'- '\'- ·-would-: ~ot · be. _there, .and British anH U.S o . Govts would be 

·... · :-\·- ·. no~-~fied; ·.and ·-ph=!-s ~ould ·have. ·];?een. excellent opportunity to 
-- · ' ·embarrass . Cuban , .Govt. ·. - · - · r_·, ·.: -. ,._: ''- . . . - ... .- , . , ·- . - ... ·J - . -

. ~ ' : . -· .• . ;-. 
)" ' . . . .. ": ;,. . '. ·. ·. "·- ·, : . . . . ' . : . . . . . . . 
. . : .·. -: - :.; - ·-: , ~·:··, · ·, · .. J\].dging fr.om all_ ev~dence developed in this ¢_as.e, 

· :_, , · ;} -; : __ . : -~}~-t ' app~·ar_s in~g::\:_£ur,nis}led ; ·to ---~eric'an Embassy by Sgt • . 
':• . .- . ; __ .' ... ·::-,: FE~M~:1DQ:)'UEN'l'ES CqBA has l~t.tle, . if_any~ basis in fact and. 

_ . :is only ·attempt · to -hide comp-licity of Cuban· Govt. in this 
··._ · . ·.::' - matter: ~ - ·fiJ~ \ -· · · . ·· · ·. · · 

. . ! ; · -~ :. l> : . . _: ··- ,. . ' 'tJ'9S .. ·. .. . .. . , . 
!:.:· . . .:; ·<:·· -. ~;E~lfVVttJ .. _,T{. §l,i)p(. TAGr~ FOHCE r .. . , .·· !}i~ l~~ lrjs:r ~~1!._~ . - 4 • 
·.,::_- . \ r::i:...J .,,.! .. l. ~<~-"" ~-·. r 'f.l'Jll . --tv L/ , -. . .- ·.· .· 
~- :. ~ - -· ~ ·, .~· .. r*t.: .. ~ .~~· ti-,;-rr~ ~-j ~ 'r·t 1 > ' ' 1 \ . ·-r. "'_.> • ' 
,I , ... _.' ., • •.'' ' • [' < .... ·. " ' ' .,. . . • . • • ' • I ' _' ' ' • • • ' . • '~·· ~ . i:'• ·T~ I 

:-~·· . . ·. <: . •·0 !'{Ct.·.,~:·,---;;.l-:c i i'.J· J:•A!H : . , }J'tl.~~ 

·:,) · , · .. ·' i d: '@f~.]J~~Vl . , .··... . · .. /:is~N~!!f!:!?" il . . 
- • • • l. • • ,. ' •. • -. ~ ' ' : .• : • • :;, • 1 • 

. .. ~- - ·.:, . ·: . .' ·. ~· - : ~~:· t" ··· _ ""t _:::_·_; _ _._ .. :··,.· .. ·-· .; · ..... ·· ._. : ·· . . . , 
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