
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


v9.1 

AGENCY: FBI 
RECORD NUJ\.1BER: 124-90100-10074 

RECORD SERIES : HQ 

AGENCY FILE NUJ\.1BER: 52-72398-95 

ORIGINATOR : FBI 
FROM: PG 

TO: HQ 

TITLE: 

DATE: 01 /13/1959 
PAGES: 4 

SUBJECTS: 

JFK Assassination System 
Identification Form 

Agency Information 

Document Information 

JOSEPH RAYMOND MEROLA 

Date: 6/2/2015 

~eleased under the John 
F. Kennedy 
~ssassination Records 
rollection Act of 1992 
( .q.q USC 2107 Note) . 
rase#:NW 54027 Date: 
~8-25-2017 

THEFT OF 317 WEAPONS, 16 BLANKETS, 1 CARBINE RACK 
OHIONATIO 

DOCUMENT TYPE : 
CLASSIFICATION : 

RESTRICTIONS : 
CURRENT STATUS : 

DATE OF LASTREVJEW: 

OPENING CRITERIA: 

COMMENTS: 

PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
Unclassified 
4 
Redact 
07/29/1998 

INDEFINITE 

MEMO 

2 
NW 54027 Docld: 32331856 Page 1· 



. - -·-- · · - ·- - -- - -: --\~ ~ ~~·-'""'•N'• • •-·-. 

_/ / ···.·-~· ,. · ).· .· 

II 
I 

I I 

I 
i 
! 
I 

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
\, -

~ . . ~; '"" _.- . . 

·'Office. M~morandum · 
~_J · 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : "~IRECTOR; FBI (52-72398) 
.e-. ·0~ ~ 
<l.~l 

DATE: 1/1~/59 

FROM : SAC; PITTSBURGH 'T_52-1687} -
All fl\lr'f"\RI\1! • . r" . ""\ ' p~t·u !,!ViP\T!ON CONT,~INED '--..) f/ e (j !)["f.)_ r_. H·d If ' fi ! '\f(i ; I'_· ·~, n, !·:-- ~ , ... 0,. su.,_B __ ,rEcr: .:-: STUART SUTOR: ~'·· · I H ... r Pi:i •.·· ''' ~; ! _,_,,.,,. ·"· •1.- i'··· · ' J ~ ' . . .. . ~ -.... • (I • .,.,.; .. .J ~ ~ '..J ~__; i. '1:,/ \.J ~ !i L. 

· DANIEL -HANNA; aka-FUGITIVE · · OA-rr {. l\tt Q'Y p/111:\ 
UNSUBS; Theft of 317 _ · , · 1 t,_6_1!._j--b-O . SP a--m-~ 
weapons; 16 Blankets, one carbine 
Rack, from Ohio National·· Guard Armory; . 
Canton, Otlo, on 10/14/58; 
.TGP; ITSP; FFA; NM 
( 00: CLEVELAND} 

I 

Re Cleveland airtel to Bureau; 12/2/58 concerning 
poss~~~ Nevi Kensington; Pa • ,_ connections of PHILIP 
JA!I~E;_ AINE~;- -FBI #868314~associate of GE;ORGE !--1_I:K_E 
~~-' FBI }f_2§.§.8'0:Q~Cnamea·"oy a canton, ..Qll~o_, Police -~JJepartmen"'t-informant as the perpetrator of the Ohio 

National Guard Armory burglary on lG/14/58. 

Confidential source MIKE ZERVOS (protect) in interview 
with SA RICHARD GORDON- DOUCE on 1/6/59 positively identified 
a photograph of :MAINER and furnished the folJ:ovol'ing back-

.ground information concerning him: · 

.Approximately 180r 20 months ago ZERVOS received a telephone 
call from HENRY ABARHAM, aka uPECKY; u operator of a cocktail 
lounge fn New Kensington~ ABRAHAM told ZERVOS that he had a . 
deal that ·zERVOS might be interested in and asked him to 
come to his place of business right away. V.fhen ZERVOS 
arrived at nPE. CKY's 11 place he · was introduced to two indiyiQ.ualsl..._ .-· 
one a Syrian man age about 40-45 .~~ name unknown.~~ from New · ~/} 
Castle or Farrell, Pa", and the other MAINER; althougo g; V 
!V1AINER was .not -introduced to ZERVOS by name. ABRAHAM "to10 
ZERVOS that the Syrian man was a very good · friend of :hi~and> · . ·· .,..,,.,"·· 
had i8oo cartons of stolen cigaretts in a station ~~o~ ~ 
parked outside that he would sell for $1.00 a ·cart$~-;· Zt:BRVO.§ 
advi.sed that ABRAHAf\1 said that he wanted to .buy th~~ntiret.;· _ 

~ ...... , 1..! .. : .-· 

REC~ 27 0-:;? _, 7 '";; 5';/t i tj~ -----
21 JAN 15 1959 
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load -himself but did not have enough ·mohey to swing the 
deal, and· encouraged ZERVOS to put up h_?tlf the money so 

·-- ... __ they could buy the loa~ together. 

ZERVOS refused because he had only been recently released. 
f~om_the western -State Penitentiary after serving 22~ 
years after -conviction for murder and suggested to ABRAHAM 
that they take ,~ the cigarettes to GABRIEL MANNARINO - . 
(Pittsburgh top hoodlum) who ovmed .the . S&S Distributing 
Co., a cigarette vending machine concern .• 

In the presence of ZERVOS, ABRAHAM told the Syrian man and 
~~INER that if ZERVOS would not. put up any money he was 

>:.;not in a position to tal{e the load himself but offered to 
·take them ·to 1~1ANNARINO in his own car. ABRAHAM left v1i th 
the ;two individuals and looked up GABRIEL J.VlANNARINO who 
presumably bought the entire stolen shipment. 

ZERVOS noticed the Syrian man in New Kensington,a number • 
of times after their initial meeting, . driving a black station 
\'-ragon,not further described, and assumes that he regularly 
supplied the S&S Distributing Company t-iith stolen 
cigarettes for. at _least three or fourlmonths since during 
his ·first meeting with the group, the Syrian man offered 
to supply cigarettes regularly. I 

ZERVOS has not seen the Syrian man or rrTAINER in New Kensington 
for the past year and one-half but observed JlJAINE~ several 

· times after their initial meeting in the lobby <?f the Ken 
Mar Hotel and also in the Laetus Club. 

ZERVOS also speculated that MAINER and his companion could 
..1/have aol~ other shipments of stolen cigarettes_ to JOSEili_ __ 
~ORDANO·,_ aka, · 11 R.EP tJ operator of the Bachelor 1 s Ciu'6 in 

ew Ke)Jsing..t~on~ ~ long-time ~_pee. (Cleveland note 
.. .;;;; :1 GIORDANO is a suspect in this case in connection with his 
} . .£~ purchases of burlap bags). 
/~~ 

ZERVOS is of-the opinion that lf~INER 1 s connections in 
New Kensington would be with members of the MANNARINO 
mob as a result of his original introduction to MANNARINO 
or GIORDANO through ABRAHAM. 

\ ) \ , .___ __ 
-2-
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ZERVOS is extremely reluctant to make any open inquiries 
concerning MAINER in New Kensington and considers it 
highly inadv+sable ror him to do so at the risk of 
disclosure as a source or information~ 

ZERVOS exami~ed photographs of GEORGE VICTOR ZUGR4VE; 
FBI #2878523; SAMUEL JOSEPH MESSARIS';' FBI . #840808, and 
FLOREA; but ~ms 'UI1.able to recognize them. 

Photographs of the above were also displayed to PG-545-C 
qn 1/6/59 by SA RICHARD GORDON DOUCE without making an 
identification. 

In light of the position of the S&S Distributing Company's 
obvious involvement infuis case; the foregoing information 
furnished by ZERVOS could .. have a very definite bearing on 
·the solution of this case~ It seems reasonable to assume that 
FLOREA', MAINER and their confederates would be logical 
candidates .for the burglary of the armory in Canton, . 
especially in view of tl':le alleged dealing in stolen cigarettes; 
as outlined above, it would place MAINER in contact w±bh 
MANNARINO .and the S&S Distributing_ Company. 

Fi:iies ~t the Pittsb~rgh Office indicate that: MAINER and 
FLOYD Do VINCE:NTI; FBI #843750C .. were reportedly . overheard 
plai'lning a .}?anl( . robbery. in Gary; Indiana, presumably during 
11/58. In addition~ MAINER is under investigation by the 
Cleveland Office in a TFIS matter involving the theft of 
200 television sets. · · · · · 

Unless inadvisable in the light of current investigations 
not related to this matter; it is suggested that Cleveland con-

view MAINER to determine his alibi for 10/14/58 and 
sider requesting Indianapolis or Chicago to locate and inter- \ 

11/4/58. ". .. 

Cleveland should also consider setting outj]eads to have 
FLOREA interviewed along the same . lines ~nd ,the fingerprints 
of MAINER'; FLOREA; VINCENTI; Etal, mentioned in reairtel 
shou~d be examined by -~h~ . Latent Fingerprint Section for 
comparisons with the latents developed on the five gallon 
oil can recovered at the Allegheny Valley Airport on 11/5/58 • 

-3-----------
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Pittsburgh, at New Kensington, Pao, will interview HENRY 
ABRAHAM who is a PCI o(fl .1?J!le Pittsburgh Office to identify 
the Syrian man and to develop background information concerning 
the New Kensington conaections of MAINER • 

. ' 
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