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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

' "--,,..,.-
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Haven, Connecticut 

October 19, · 1961 

RE: MANUEL ADALBERTO ARQUES DIAZ 

BERNARD HOLMES~RENNAN, M~-i~- ~-~r~, Moodus~~~~~<?_~-~.<?.~~ -' -- o~ ; ::'/.././ 
October. 15, 19 1 furnished the following information to -- -- ,;. In--
Special Agent omas M. Murphy 1 regarding his association with ~:;q , 
MANUEL ADALBERTO ARQUES DIAZ: - '·-~ -~:_;::_!_,.. 

BRENNAN first. met ARQUES some time in February 1960. ARQUES was 
publicity director with the Cuban Tourist Commission at Miami, 
Florida, and BRENNAN was then employed as Travel Editor of the , 
Miami Beach Sun, a local newspaper at _Miami Beach~ He related 
that some time late in February or early March 1960, ARQUES asked 
him to go to work for the Cuban Government. ARQUES informed him 

. that he could be very helpful to the Cuban Government in his . 
hi~ / position. He state~d ARQUES made arrangements for him to meet his, 

·\\ \ ARQUES', boss, JUAN'· RTA, who was ~~taxy_t.Q .. }~'!:E~~~~9-~.§.J:£Q~. 
1 ' ~- BRENNAN flew to Hav a, Cuba, via Pan American Airlines alx>u~ the · 

r '1/ t' )tmiddle of March 196 , and was met at ~he airport by ~etai_!!_,.A~~~?- _ 
Ll 6 , tJlURREA., who was h.e.a..d-~oL .Cuban In:t~ll~g.enq.~ " a,t __ .;th.~=-tl.me. He sta tea""-~: .. 

\f that GURREA escorted him to the home of JUAN ORTA where he remained 
" with ORTA for a period of approximately five hours. BRENNAN stated 

that during this visit, ORTA aske him to obtain the following: 

1. In forma ti~abou t JOSEPH !IEROLA, . Mi.am.i ~-B.~~9!1 ,2-:-fnjtJ: --
Sir SIDNE OAKES of Nass Both, according to 
BRENNAN, ~ contracted o sell arms to Cuba but 
had diverte these arms to the Dominican Republic. 
ORTA desired information as to where these arms were 
being storedan Nassau. 

2. Information regarding a Cuban counter-revolutionary 
group in Nassau. 

3. Information regarding~n individual he, BRENNAN, later 
identified as CHARLES .. OPEINO, .§.t.~Q.~.ls-l~J.~.llil.,~.f.lo:t~-c;!~,_ 
who owned aircraft an small boats which were mak1.ng 
trips to Cuba. ·t. · 

N.L fNFORMATJm. com-.:) 
~j.~~~m~, 
lf;lrn~~'(-Sf/Z~~ 
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RE: MANUEL AD ALBERTO ARQUES D IAZ . 

BRENNAN advised that ORTA instructed him to furnish whatever 
information he developed to A~QUES a~d __ :·o. inted ou.t to him t .hat 
he shoul~ gi~e ~o info~mat~on to Sen - BLANCO, the 1Cuban ~qnsul 
General 1.n M1.am1., or h1.s A1.de, CARLOS SANCHEZ.(.;~+ f/l• 

. .-~ 

BRENNAN .stated that ORTA agreed to pay him $250 per month, which 
payment he would receive from ARQUES. ·. He was also asked to 
introduce ARQU~S to prominent people _in the Miami area. 

He related that he remained in Havana for two days and upon his 
return to Miami conferred with ARQUES who was already aware of 
ORTA's instructions to him. He advised that the following 

· -·· \ 

weekend he went to Nassau and obtained the following information , 

1 • ,, 1 . ;I Ii - < . 

which h_e furnished to ARQUES for ORTA: b' : . 1 / .! 

Information ~elating to one "Sic __ IPPYI . HENDERSON, h~a~.l.':·f ~~_:.- /~{ 
o-~- _the BahamJ."ai1_.~s~om$ _ .. Q~fic~_.,,._ who; ~ as wc;>rking with 
JOSEPil-MERO:t:li ana S1.r SIDNEY OAKES l.h the1.r arms 
delivery with the ~ominican Republic. 

I n Information regarding an anti.:.castro group on Nassau 
nea~··_lhe "Cat and Fiddle"_ Club, which was head~Oy-
DIA :\ LANZ. _ . 

,, 

Infot\mation regarding the storage of arms on Grand 
Bahama Island below the airstrip and on Nassau 
near the "Cat and Fiddle" Club. 

BRENNAN stated that ARQ. UES se~it this information over to ORTA 
by private plane. A man name SHERGALIS, whose plane was later 
shot down in ...Q;t~a, was the cou ier between ARQUES and ORTA. 

· J, BRENNAN advi.sed that he later rnished a report to ARQUES 
i , L ( p~· · regarding JOSEPH MEROLA 6• Sir SIDNEY OAKES, and SIDNEY 

;. f_ / 1 ,.~'@UJ:3AU~ and their arms. purchases for the. DominfcaYr-Republic. 
iV • // 1~. third report was furn1.shed to ARQUES wh1.ch gave a rundown 
· /· ~ n the background operations and identity of employees of 

CHARLES TOPEIN0 1 Stock Island, Florida. BRENNAN stated this 
... · was all furnished to . ARQUES at the request. of ORTA. · 

2. 

\ ., . ' 
_- \ . ·. \ \ l~ ' 
' ~ . . . -~ 

.._ ·--~~-~------:------'-------~-----------~ 
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RE: MANUEL ADALBERTO ARQUES DIAZ 

BRENNAN advised that in April 1960 he again met with 
Captain ALFREDO GURREA and JUAN ORTA in GURR~A 's office 
in Havana. , He stated that they desired more .. information 
regarding the source of MEROLA's arms and WS;t,nted, him to 
set up an arms deal for them .with MEROLA. He related that 
he did make an arms deal with JOSEPH MEROLA' and also with 
SIDNEY NEUBAUER, who agreed to s~ll sub..:.machine guns and 
grenades to _Cuba. He stated he furnished this information 
along with price list to ARQUES. He added that the onlyother 
report he furnished to ARQUES for JUAN ORTA related to 

t ~informat~on about~ arms de],ivery .which SIDNEY NEUBAUER, , .c:.t\tf17 first name unknow TRENTO,_ J2ropsie_!2r of Mil~~~~--Ar~l!.~=~~p¢1. ,~ 
: G "' S~_ly, somewhere i '!'few Jersey, and JUI;IETT E SCALZI, 

an Italian C~.1~s~, liad w1tn-a party in Quit , ~quad~. 
. BRENNAN could not recall the details of this rms delivery 

but the informition was obtained in April or. May 1960. He 
advised that he furnished this information to ARQUES, who 
in turn furnished it to ORTA by telephone in his, BRENNAN's, 
presence. 

BRENNAN stated that the only money he received from ARQUES 
was an occasional twenty or thirty dollars. He stated that 
ARQUES did .not pay him the $250 a month agreed upon by ORTA. 
He advised that he did receive approximately $600 when in 
Cuba in connection with a COTAL convention, which was a 
conference of Latin~American . travel agencies held there 
during the latter part of April 1960. 

He advised that his association with ARQUES also concerned 
a plan to set up tourist offices in Canada, and also concerned 
publicity in connection with tourist trade in Cuba. He 
explained that ARQUES was scheduled to be sent to Canada in 
June 1960 as Public Relations Director of Cuban Affairs and he, 

- BRENNAN, was to assist him there at $600 per month, but this 
plan fell through. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be .distributed outside 
your agency. _ 

3. 
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m.--rlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OJt"-'jUSTICE. 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

:New Haver.t, Conne~ticut 

October '19~ 1961 

< " • · -· .. ....... . 

BERNAR}l) ROU~S BRE.NNAN ~ Mai·n .str"t; . 'M~tiu~ 1· . Conn~ctic~t, on 
ee~tt)b&r lS; i .9$li,. furnishe(i 'tile foll:o,iJ.Ug . informati. OXl: . to 
Special ·Agent lff'nomas I!ll. JlAU:I!pby 1 regard~ng hts association with 
.MANUEL ADAL8ErtTO · AR~UES ·n·x::A:Z: . . . , . . . . ' 

BR:ENN.AN flrst met AitqU.ES : so~<;t time . i1,1 . Jrebru_ary :1960. . ARQUES. was 
publiei ty 41rec.tqr ·:wi tb · t :he· Cuban . tourist · Commission a:~ Mi,ami, 
Florida, and BR'El>i.N:Atv· ·was .then emplQy:~d. ·~~ts · Pffav~l :$ditQr of . the 
Mi·~, ~~ac:h . Sun·, ·~a ·l"¢ill. newfllp~per ~t ·n!iam* · Be~eh. Be· related 
tli•at same· -time late. in Fe.or.uary or ~a~ly Marich 1960, ARQVES asked 
him- to go to· wor·k for t~e Cuban Gove~ilm~nt. . ARQU~S inf()rmed him 
that b~· could oe v~ry halp~ul to ·tn-e ¢Uban 'Gov:~nm.~J?it in h~s 
posi~ion. _ lie :s:tat~«i ARQUl/1$ made;}· arrangements for him to meet his, 
AUQUES'; boss, JUAJ.ii. ORTA~ ·who was e·eer'etary to· Fidel Castro. 
BRENNA-N· ,flew .to Havana, Cuba, vi·a P~ Americau Airlines ab:n~,~, the 
middle ol: March ~960 ~d . was met at the. airport by Captain. ALFREDO 
otmn&, wlio was bead of Cuban In:tell:lgence a:t the time. !Je stated 
that GURREA escorted· 1\:i:m to ' the home o:f JUAN ORTA VJbere he remained 
with QRTA f~1" ·a period o·:f a,pp~ox:tmately · ... tive· ·hours~ BRENNAN· stated 
that d.urtng this~ ·v;t.sit_, . o.RTA ~:ked him t<5 obtain 1;he :following: 

a-. Info.rmat-J;on abou:t - .JOSEi>~ $GLA, Miami· ileat:il, and 
Si;t" slU~E'\t' ;OAKBS of. ·Nassau. Both, according to 
BR~Alt, .had contr~cted. tQ s~ll ar_ms to Cupa ,bl.lt. . 
ha<f di'vertecf th~se ·arms tJil the Dorninic#iri :R~publle. 
Oit1"li desi:red ·information as to· ·where thes'e arms were 

·a. 

being stQred:-on Na's:er!lU'. · - · - - · · · 

:ln:t!or,I,llaticn regarding a ·c:fubttil' ,counter;.;.:re-volutiotnl.ry 
-group in Nassau. 

lnforma:t;ionregarding an -individualhe, BRENNAN, later 
l,c;t~nti:J!iecl as- CHJUlL'ES TQP:E-1\NO, $toc·1t I$land, Florida, 
who owned aircraft and sma:ll b()ats· wl:licp were making 

> _trips to. CU.ba., -

' ' --.. 

' • ... - - ------------ -- - -- --- .-- •. ·-- - - ·- -- .. ----~--~--
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