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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FonnNo.l 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS SA FIL.E NO. 100•4329 

REPORT MADE BY 

ARTHUR J. NORSTROK .·· 

CHARACTER OF CASE · 

svNoPsls oF FACTs: . . presently residing . at Au· · . 
where she teaching English at The Uni'!erai 

, ~:~y~e·)'•Pparently is taking au active par.t in ' :t~ .. 
" c;~<tt~ th~OJIIIIlWli.st Party there. inasmuch &a she baa'.•·• L'tl;enC1ell1>t~• 

• '· -:~ _c)';.\>~~1.~ number of meetings at the city branch and was> ... . ', . .,. ' ") ") ' . . . . . 
. ,~"'£- ~; t~ · - ~, :_,.t\•()'!i\\: &.t ~~the State Committee Meeting at ·· · · 
~ ).\~ }.: \-<i.:> s~ .·· December 12. 1943. Her hus!ba~n~d~;·~~~j~~fg~!~~~~~~ 

· .r<('"i--.~~::!.. ly believed to be with the vOJmoii\aii.i:'ILt;: 
r::::;ft,'t:~\1."' · Houaton. Texas. '"-'·~· .... , ... ,,.,, .... ~.,-

'0 " 

REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 

•P• 

Report of Special Agent JEROME J. 
dated October 28, 1943. 

The title of this case 1s being changed to add the addition:.;. '_.·;.··., e:·: · 
al alias of RITA RAIOORODSKY for ETHEL M. McCALEB RA.IGOROD-' 
SKY and to include the name of her husband, PAUL .MARX 
RAIGORODSKY as an additional subject. 

AT AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Confidential Informant T•l reported that on C?otober 5. 1943· • 
.,.. RITA RAIGORODSKY. whose true name is ETHEL IU\.IGORODSKY,. 

was in attendance at a meeting of the Texaa Committee to · 
Abolish the Poll Tex 6Jld came in company with »~TRAUSS 
and :Mrs. INA\ -BULL. At that time it was learned by1 the, · 
informant that M,rs. RA!GORODSKY was teaching English at : 
The University of Texas and had offices in the Main 
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Buildingo She was likewise reported to 'be driving a 1941 Packard sedan.· 
bearing Texas license 909-370• STRAUSS mentioned to the informant at .that . :,, . 
time that Mrs. RAIGORODSKY was very rich and had contributed generously. to _·,', .· . -· 
the party fund. She was thereafter placed on a membership committee. of __ · · · · .:· · 

\)the_ Texas Committee to ~lish the Poll Tax, together with D.r• ALBERT MARTI,N . ·_ · : .. _: 
~~SEN and ANTHONY DEWIT_/'_LOVER of Th~ University of Texas. ·_.. ~~-~-- _",. ··. _-,· 

~ Novembe~ 29, 1943, T-2 reported she was present at a meeting of the city 
branch of the Conununist Party in Austin at the home of MAC STRAUSS, 401 · 
West 33rd street and was likewise present at a meeting w~en DA~ENTER, 
State .Secretary of the Communist Party, met with the city group in Austin. 
On the latter date she informed those present that she ·would attend .. the 
State ComiDittee meeting of the PartY at Houston, Texas, with MAC STRAUSS, 
RAPHAE~INER, and Mrs. INA BULL on December 12,·. 1943, and agreed to drive 
t~o~~ p~~sent to Houston in her automobile. . 

m~~ further reported that at a meeting of the Communist Party at the home of 
MAC STRAUSS on-December 8, 1943; Mrs. RAIGORODSKY reported on current 
polit~c~l events in Texas and spoke of ~er close knowledge 9f political 
affairs in Washington, inasmuch as she and her husband had resided there 
for a perio,d of time while her husband was with the Petroleum -Administration 
for war·under Secretary HAROLD ICKES of the Depa.rtme!?-t of the ;!:nterior. 
She likewisr mentioned at th~t me~ting that she has been in cofrespondence 
with MA~ON~MITH, known Negro ~ommun~st in ~ust~n. . 

Informant T:.:.l reported that she was in attendance at e. meeting of the Par~y7 
~t the home of STRAUSS on December 22, 1943, and that she had been reql;l.est­
ed at that time to write to Representative WORLEY of the House of Representa­
tives about the Green-Lucas Bill. During the.t"meeting sh~ talked of her 
experiences in Germe.ny_and Vj.enne.; where she . had traveled in 1923. 

The records of -The University of Texas reflect that ETHEL McCALEB RAIGOROD­
SKY was born Februa;ry 9, 1903 in New Orleans, Louisi~ .. . , and e:P.-t?erec;l The _ 
U~iversity of Texas on February 1~. 1924• At ~hat time she resided at 117 
North Cerrando, Los Angeles., California, an~ was the daughter of W. F. 
McCALE~, banker. _ She obtained a BA. degree from Western Reserve University 
in 192~ and an MA degree from The . University ,of Aexas in 1929. She now 
resides at 44o3 Barrow Avenue, . Austin, Texas, an~ is a tutor in the 
English Department~ Sh~ receives her m~il through P. 0. Box 1819~ University 
Station. 

-
The records likewise indicate, that PAUL MARK RAIGORODSKY, her husband, 
obtained a BS degree in civil engine~ring from-The Up.iyers;ty of Texas 
in l924o He was born· August 25, 1898, in Praskovow., Russia, and had 
previously attended th~ University .of Prague in- Czechslove.kia from 1919-
1920 Wld the· University of Kiev, Russia, · 1918-1919. He is of the Greek 
orthodox r,E!ligi~n and his fa,ther, name not shown, was a physician. T:he 
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f'iles of' the . San Antonio of'fice reflect previous investigation on PAUL . · .. : · · . . 
RAIGORODSKY, Petroleum Engineering Company, Tulsa, Oklahoma. That ,file . 
ref'lects that he appeared in the United States on May 20, 1920, and ez?.te.red , 
the u. s. Army on January 5, 1921, and was granted citizenship by D}i"lit~y ·. · 
petition on April 28, 1921. · 

Confidential - Informant S3 of' the Washington F'ield Division revealed th~t 
RA.IGORODSKY emigrated to the Unit~d states in 1920 .and has since resided 

· in . Los ~geles, Tul~a; and Kerrville, Texas, and by occupation was a con­
suli:;ing engineer. He appareil;tly -was engaged in the export of' gasoline 
absorption plants to the Amtorg Trading Corporation .and was working under 
the trade name of' the PetroleUm Engineering Company of 1'ulsa, Oklahoma. 

RAIGORODSKY is described as: 

Age 45 . 
5' 4-3/4" 

. ->: 

Height 
~yes 
Complexion 
Hair. 

Blue , .. 
Ruddy 

. Dark prown 

Fi_les of' the Ex• students' Association of' The University of Texas reveal 
that RAIGORODSKY resided.in Fullerton, Calif'ornia, from 1926 to 1927, andin 
1928 wa~ co~e9ted · with t!le Engine_eri~g _ Research and Equipment Company -
of' Dailas., Texas. In 1929 he was · shown to be vice-president ·and general · 
mah~ger -of the Petr9leum. Engineering Company of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the 
Glen Rose Petro~eum Company at Tulsa. _ He later built a country home at 
Kerrville, ·Texas, and was employed With. the Natural Gas and Gasoline 
Section of' .. ~he Office of'_ the Petroleum Coord~na:tor, Department of' the 
Interior, Washington, D. c. · According to JOHN rif. McCURDY, Secretary of' 
the Ex-Stugentsr Associat:L.on, ~: RAIGORODSKY :i,s _ pr.esently residing at Houston ­
Texas~ and is one of a -committee . of sci~ntis~s assist:il'ig Dr. E. P. SCHOCH _..., 
of' the Physics Department of' The UD.iversi ty of Texas, W}lo . is presEmtly · 
conducting a confidential eJq)eriment to us'e acetylen~ gas as . a basis for 
synthetic rubber. Mr. McCUH.DY advised that MORTON H. MARR and RAIGORODSKY, 
both oil operators at HOuston., have . voluntarily . inv~stigatecl ' Dr • .. SCHOC!!' fJ 
project and ~e presently assisting him on the experiment. The chairman of 
this committee is' Dr~ A.M. McAFEE, Research Chemist for the Gulf' Petroleum ­
Company. In this oonnectio~ the files of' the San Antonio office ref'lect 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT T-2t Conversations overheard by Special Age_nt · 
ARTHUR J. NORSTROM at the home of MAC STP.AUSS on November 23 and . December 8 _ · 
1943. 
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