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’ On August 16, 1966 MM {1154}S was intervigw

at 1ength ollow1ng hlS return from the Domlnlcan‘ZESff :
Republic on August 14, 1966, Despite detailed B
‘questioning for specifics, "he seemed to have difficult 2 |
in recalllngcgay to day activities of his visit, The[ﬂ{] :
interviewing Agent concluded, however, that the in-

formant was not withholding any information, but that
he could not recall m ﬁre 1n:forma.t10n that- ‘'he' furnished "Dl

SUBJECT: RIPOD
LIS - C%A |

as set out below:

e informant left ‘M1am1, on @ly 28 1955 on @DA
flight, unaccompanied, as |MITCHE ‘ ER“BEL was unable
“to obtain-a visa to enter the DR
% of Miami file 105-11409 '

Upon his arrival in the DR the i formanﬂ C
to t house of a frlend who 11ves at [Feliz Marial
?;}where e_remained)for a week. -The following day S
C;% ent to see)Commodore RAMON%@MILIQ%
'3 aff of the minican Navy, {whom the nformant has
\\\ » known or approx1mate1y(1§ monrths{and who is considezne
; (" to b informant®s best contactlin the DR, From[:
JIMENE tihe informant received permission|to go to("$
- the Hainai Base to<check equipment which originally:
 bélonged to the anti-CASTRO organization JURE, when
that organization_had a base in the DR, .This base i
located 14 kilometers from downtown Santo Domingo.

[i?e informant went‘gé)thecﬁgse and bega%)
to inventory the JURE equipment which consisted o

N 50 caliber machine guns, a recoilless cannon, numerous
VEKE{ small arms, ammunition and explosives. The 1nformaEEZE§)
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estimate?the worth of the arms and 'explosives aSC _J
between §8,000 and $10,000. This equipment was
originally under the control of JOSEXRABEL who is

now a prisoner in Cuba. .Th equipmen't (is now under
f{ithe control of the informaﬁ?ygél

For approximately the next 5 days,(ihe :)
informan ited iﬁ)Santo Domingo for the arrival
. ﬂ@ﬁﬁpor LAWRENCE YMITCHELL and MITCHELL WER BEﬁZ?f%?
l)gﬁﬁpf” LAWRENCE MITCHELL is a veterinary by profe i6n, who
— resides in Georgia, and who is a friend of MITQHELL

WER BEL,

While waiting for the arrival O_BMITCHELLC 3
and WER BEL, {the informant visited)the Immi ration
Department. to obtain a document which woulg permit

imXtolenter and leave the DR without any problem.( 3
e alsolmade arrangements to obtain a temporary
Tresidence visa which(ﬁ? felt}he would need ifrhe (
was to continue to participate in business ventures in
the DR, [ X =

uring this time,(ghe informant ascert ined,>§§g
wIﬂMITC ELL WER BEL had been unable to obtain a@
viS2. When WER BEL had been in the DR previously,

he was involved in an automobile accident in which a
“smalli boy was injured. WER BEL also passed a bad

check in the amount of $5,000 in the DR. Such past
activities on the part of WER BEL prevented him from

obtaining a visa, _ )

During the first week:éie informangjwas 55773t5l-
the DR, he met several Cubans (with whom he yas ac-
quaintqu) He identified them as follows:

wb {}/?’}' i’g_'g =
"FATTY"A'GARCIA, who was formerly connected

with CIA and the Frente Revolucionario Demogratico ; '
(FRD) . GARCIA was acquainted with WER BEL and re-—__

quested informant to givTiWER BEL GARCIA's regards

the next time he sees him
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L&iﬁy some Cubans, names not recalled.
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He spoke Wlt IGNACIO ASTRO, a Cuban
busines man in Sant 1ngo, h sa1d that he had
heard that ROLAND SFERRER was comlng to Santo ™ o
L;,ﬂmlngo on August 1 966, but other than this, %ﬁzﬂué 2
t

he informant recelved o de inite 1nformat10n re- fE;
ative to the whereabouts of MASFERRE ~

Che recalled that ﬁé}had been introduced to 3
SANTIAGO, Y in the labby of the Embajador Hotel by

(?hformagﬁ?had never j

meg]REY until this time, 7

_ Informant also recallqﬁ]that whlle(ég wa C; J

talking with JCommodore JIMENEZ, JIMENEZ(mentioned |/ :]
\ that a group of members of the "Movimiento Democratico

Cristiano (MDC) of LAUREANO BATISTA FALLA have a

boat:which JIMENEZ referred to as a Sigma, which they

are using for fishing in the Bay of Mapzanillo., This

is the only Cuban _activity encountered{ by the informant

during his visitn7\§)\

(;yhlle 1n ‘the DR, the informant also pa1d a <f§£3
visit to Colonel HOLMES, who is attached to the

American Embassy,. and had lunch with HOLMES. This:
' was merely a social contact{Zﬁv

& LAWRENCE MITCHELL arrived on August 4, 1966
but without MITCHELL WER BEL, who still had not b
tained a visa. On August 6, 1966 éfnformant and ,
fggﬁ JMITCHELL went to Santiago 1n a rented car @l}ere th y had ;E.S_,]

{%,% ’@to meet a business associate of MITCHELL named _EDMUNDO
é>§ ///fﬂ ALLE, MITCHELL and VALLE had been in the banana
e

‘peanut o0il refinery in Santiago. MITCHELLﬁind the
informant)spent the day examining an oil refinery that
MITCHELL expects to lease for this business venture,
MITCHELL_will pay a commission |lor percentage to the Cﬁﬁé?
informan%)should any of his ventures in the DR develop

financia 1y<:§%)

usiness but are now planning to attempt to developa\fk,3

P o P e
T, TR B f~§ it
’ Vo IR T
K Y 4 ..J\ wy

DocId:32335538 Page 4



MM 134-1292%%} o
‘ ugmu5 Ve T

The following day, which was §unday, August
7, 1966, MITCHELL(&nd the informant |visited_FRANK ( %)
Q@P BERMUDEZ a Dominican millionaire and the President !

T\O/n T J. Armando Bermudez, & rum distillery, Informant[:
_V is a long-time friend of )BERMUDEZ, and BERMUDEZ

discusse everal businéss propositions{with the :)
informant cluding the possibility that he would
buy a fa % (for the informant to operatéjand also {5

the possibility that he would buy the VENUS, which

would be outfitted for commercial use except that

BERMUDEZ would have the use of the vessel once or

twice a month for pleasure purposes and fishing. - -
The VENUS is owned, by MANUEL RAY and was formerly

operated by JURE,

TCHELL and the 1nforman§)ret rned to |j -

Santo Do go on Monday, and on TuesSday (informant C
took {MITCHELL to meet Commodore JIMENEZ, At this
time (the informant)advised JIMENEZ thatXJOSE RABEL
had borrowed $11,000 from LAWRENCE MI LL, which h i
had used to repair the VENUS, purchase arms and :
gasoline, RABEL had not_repaid this money when he 1
was captured in Cuba. fAccordingly, the inforpant CEQ%LJ 4
tol‘deIMENEZ that@: o¥fier to repay)MITCHELL(he was £ o
turning over contro qi]the arms to MITCHELL in :
order that MITCHELL could attempt to sell the arms and
recover his $11,000, JIMENEZ then asked MITCHELL :
if he, MITCHELL, had any intention of trying to move

- the arms from the Naval Base, and MITCHELL said he : .
wanted nothing to do with the arms but would like |
to sell them and recover his money. [Informant 1ndlcateq3 EXQ) .
that JIMENEZ had no intention of releasing the arms to i

MITCHELL if MITCHELL had wished to take personal
possession of them

The following two or three days were spent

by MITCHELL[égd the informant)in attempting to arrange’ 5:]
(for their{ passage back to Miami, and there were no

significant contacts made during that time, C@hey,were

. final}y able to get out of Santo Domingo on August 14,
1966gt<§9 :
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