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TO DIRECTOR, FBI { l<D-370750) 

SUBJECT: 

SAC, ~ {!;F's (100-21198~ 
JOHN HGWARD LAWSON 
IS-C _ _ 

~ GO:LI. --

)/ ~rer.AS$!Ft2-7f#F:'~) . ( . 

Re Bureau letter to Office of Security1 Depart­
ment of State1 dated _8/ll/60, ;regarding the 
possibil+.ty of travel by LAWSON outside the 
United States. 

· On 9/6/oO., IA 3402-S reported that during a·· 
personal centact with.:~WSON ~he day before~ he indicate<!! 
that nGthing definite h{l.~_bf!en decided about his possible 
trip to Cuba as guest of the Cuban Film Institute. LAWSON 

l~
a1d thai;; in any_ event he w.ott~d not_· __ be_ able to .leave.'J::)~f.Q;re 

the middle of October;, that he is scheduled to leave . 
Los Angeles in _about twe weeks on a lecture tour which 
ill take him to San Franciac6 1 Portland and· Seattle. · 

Hie wife SUE will ,go with him. :LAWSON _indica1:;ed to 
informant_ that he would much rath~r g() to Europe than 
to Cuba; and that if he did, he would seeenough to form 
the basis for a series or lectures that would last all 

nfWinter when he got back; how.ever 1 he did not indic~-any 
N definite plans ~hatever regarding ~European trip~c-~ 

Subsequently LA 3~4-S was -in contact with LAWSON 
again; and .. on this occa-sion, inf.ormant learned that LAW&QN 

\\

will leave on 10./7/60 on a speaking trip to San Franc ;I.~<;.<:>, 
Portland and Seattleo · At Portland, he will lecture on 
playwriting a1:; Ree Co~:!,egeo He will return to Los Angeles 
about 10/15/60. (_UJ · _ - -. 
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·. (J CONF~HHIAL ·. 

LA. 100-21198 

. It is noted that Seattle advised by airtel dated 
8/16/60 taat atc:seattle, LAWSON will probably be sponsored 
by -the Washingtog Cul~uralJ~Q:OP Association. 

. - Duri~g his .fill. contact . with LAWSON, LA 3402-S 
/treceived a _de:t'inite impression that LAWSO:tH~~ coaled . 
· · considerably to.ward the trip to Cuba • . _ .UWSGN indicated . 

that the cuban 'spokesmen do not J:'eally h~y~ . rouch to e:t':t'er taere, . _ 
and he ·agi!J.n stated he would much rather ge to ~epe instead.~ 

In regard to the possibility or a . European trip 

Jt

by LAWSON, . informants have developed nothing concrete as 
yet •.. .. _:tn _this -comileetion, however, the :t'ollowing information 
received :t'rom Ll 3932-S on · 7/l/60~,may be the·basis tor 
LAWSON's consid,rati~n o~ ~ European ~rip at an unspecified 
t~mE! in the future. J I ~ .1. • 

. . \A., ~rt ~/i/ 
LAWSON was prese t at a meeting Qf theem !ttl' 

council o:t' . the Professional-Cultural Section, Communist 
farty {CP) 1 · I.Ds.,Allgeles en 6/21/60. :part or tn..e business 
9:t' that ~eeting ~as a discussion cone~rning the possibility 
that section council members JOHN H. LAWSON and LESTER 
com {:Bureau tile 100-2230) we~e giving_ - ~C?l}siderab.J.;e . ~ought 
to .. spending sometime in eastern Europe. Apparently tbis 
stemmed from the fact that Mrs. JEAN PESTANA, Attorney . 
and member or the Section council, .. _(B~~a~. fil' 100-389~{3$) 
was tlaen visiting ;!on eastern Europe ~and had written back " ~ 

. that the communists in czecho~lovakia were ·· interested in 
having in'\iellectual communists :t'rom other .countries visit 
czechoslovakiai that . there auears to be a considerable 
difference between the attitude of' the Russian Communists 
and that of the Czechoslovakian Communists toward outside 
intellectuals; tl:lat where,.. as the .Russians feel Communists 
should work in their 'own count~ the czechoslqyakians 
feel there is great need tor inte~lect~ls and specialists 
in Czechoslovakia at thM~·sent time and therefore welcome 
such people, in Prague.~ tt\ 

.. Both LAWSON and o'J: indicated that they have 
good connections .1.11 ·. Czeeho~lovakia. Both indicated theUJ_ · J 
desires to spend som,time, possibl_y a _ year, there if i t9!f{f,{, 
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