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Re Bureau letter to Office of Security, Depart-
ment of State, dated 8/11/60, regarding the
possibility of travel by IANSON outside the
United States. . e

.On 9/6/60, LA 3402-S reported that during a'
personal contact with LAWSON the day before, he indicated
that nothing definite had been decided about his possible
trip to Cuba as guest of the Cuban Film Institute. ILAWSON

sald that in any event he would nhot_be able to leave.before
the middle of October; that he is scheduled to leave

{|Ios Angeles in about two weeéks on a lecture tour which

111 take him to San Francisco, Portland and Seattle.
His wife SUE will go with him., LAWSON indicated to
informant that he would much rather go to Europe than

to Cuba; and that if he did, he would seeenough to form
the basls for a series of lectures that would last all
Winter when he got back; however, he did not indicate -any
definite plans whatever regarding a European trip (;Q

o : Subsequently LA 3402-3 was 'in contact with LAWSON
again, and on this occasion, informant learned that LAWSON

will leave on 10/7/60 on a speaking trip to San Francisco,

Portland and Seattle. ' At Portland, he will lecture on '
playwriting at Reed College. He will return to Los Angeles
about 10/15/60. % /i j ' . _ . ,
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LA 100-21198 ,

- It 1s noted that Seattle advised by airtel dated
8/16/60 that ab:Seattle, LAWSON will probably be aponsored -
by the Washington Cultural G0-0P Assoclation, , 3

During his éziw—contact with LAWSON, IA 3402 S
) recelved a definite impression that IAWSONhas coaled
considerably toward the trip to Cuba. ILAWSON indicated
that the Cuban spokesmen do not really have much to offer there,
and he again stated he would much rather go to Europe instead.cgéya?

In regard to the possibility of a European trip
by ILAWSON, informants have developed nothing concrete as
yet. In this conhection, however, the following information
recelved from IA 3932-8 on 7/1/60,.may be the basis for
LAWSON's considerati§ %(f 2 European &rip at an unspecified

time in the future. 2 ‘
,g,eeﬁwz/
LAWSON was present at a meeting of the

Council of the Professional-Cultural Section, Communist
Party (CP), los.Angeles on 6/21/60., Part of the business
of that meeting was a discussion concerning the possibility
that section council members JOHN H. IﬂWSON and IESTER

e —————y

to . spending sometime in eastern Europe. Apparently this
stemmed from the fact that Mrs. JEAN PESTANA, Attorney

and member of the Section Council, (Bureau file 100-389985)
was then visiting in eastern Europe and had written back ..
-that the Communlsts in Czechoslovakia were interested in
having intellectual Communists from other countries visit
Czechoslovakia; that there apears to be a considerable
difference between the attitude of the Russian Communists
and that of the Czechoslovaklan Communists toward outside
intellectuals; that where-as the,. Russians feel Communists
should work in their own countrizs the Czechoslovakians
feel there is great need for 1nteflectuals and speclalists
in Czechoslovaklia at the Zesent time and therefore welcome

such people, in Prague. LL

X ‘Both LAWSON and OEL indicated that they have
good connections in Czechoglovakia., Both indicated thelr E f‘)

.

desires to spend sometime, possibly a year, there if it
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