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Report made at: Date 

LOS ANGEJ.ES , CALIFORNIA. 

Title: 

10-18-41 

HERBERT B:t~~AN; 
JQHN HOWARD'~WSON 

Period Report made by: 

10/11-18/4l THOMAS E.~ GWS· 

~~;\*..:~~ -~ . , (, ID q J/1 {p 
SYNOPSIS: EDWARD C. CARTER left L s nge es oct .• 12, 1~41 

en route San Francisco I Seattle; . and· Chicago §r r·. J. 
further activities bearing on organization local committees lA 
for Russian war relief • Bureau offices in said cities notified · 

. and surveillance requested. THOMAS L. HARRIS, National Secre;;. 
tary, AMERICAN COUNCIL ON SOVIE'r RELATIONS, visited· Los Angeles 
oct. 3 to oct. 11, 1941; delivered address oct. 9, 1941 featur
ing transcription of broadcast by Women of Moscow and urging 
support for Soviet Union. HARRIS also conferred with BIBERMAN 
and lAWSON Oct. 10, 1941 concerning participation of subjects 
in organization of local unit of A.C.S.R. Plans perfected at 
conference,disclos~n letter written by HARRIS to ERNEST DAW-
SON, prominent Los ~eles Communist, indicate subjects, with 
VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE and JOHN GARFIELD, are to take active. part . 
in organizing local unit A.C.S.R. Photographic and. photostatic 
copies HARRIS' document forwarded Bureau and New York. Char.
acter of' A.c.s.R. as militant c.p. front organization with plans 
for national development clearly disclosed, and Bureau advised 
by teletype. fusonnel of meeting held at lAWSON'S home Oct • 5, 
1941 ascertained; group apparently concerned with activities 

r-'u)LEAGOE OF .AMERICAN WRITERS. Additional meeting; held Oct. 16, 
L 19~t home ·of LESTER COLE, was attended by BIBERMAN and LAW-

SON. uestionable status MADELINE RUTHVEN cited. Additional 
. rna 1 covers established. General YAKHONTOFF, under auspices of 

r.w.o., expected Los Angeles presently for propaganda purposes. 

Copies \ 
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REFER"ENCE : --- Report of Special Agent THOMAS E. MYERS, Los 
Angeles, California, dated october 11, _1941. 
Los Aiigelfk feletypes datad{pctober 13 and 
15, 194f:k~ 

DETAilS: At the close of the las~ weekly period reflected in re-
ference report; EDWARD c. CARTER was still at Los Angeles 

and under observation intermittently by Special Agents STANLEY R. RUSSO 
and the writer~ . CARTER occupied room 631? at the Hotel B:i,ltmore, :Lo-s Angeles_, 
and was observed checking out of that hotel on October 12, 1941 .• A lengthy 
list of telephone numbers for calls made by CARTER during his stay at the 
Biltmore :ijotel was furnished by Assistant Manager CATO of that hotel, and 
the identities of the subscribers thereto are being f?ecured for inclusion 
in a subsequent report. CAR1~ left no forwarding address and went per
sonally to the United Airlines Office immediately adjacent to the Bilt- -
more Hotel, where he made air travel reservations. From Mr. A• C~ VOORHIS; 
Reservations Clerk of the said airline, the following prospective itiner-. 
ary of CARTER was _obtained: 

The records disciosed. that CARTER was scheduled to travel 
on Flight 17 leaving San Francisco at _3:15 P.M. on October 14, 1941 for 
Seattle, due to arrive in Seattle at 8:2? P.M. the same date • . He was-. 
further booked to leave Seattle via United Airlines on Trip No. 14 for 
Chicago at 4:15 . P.M. on october 15, 1941, and scheduled to arrive at 
Chicago at 8:32A.M., october 16, 1941. Inasmuch as CARTER traveled 
from New York to Los Angeles via this airline, it was assumed that he 
would make further reservations on the same carrier at Chicago. _A.±l of ~-.. 
the offices on CARTER'S route were advised by_ reference teletype(£f oct. C ~ 

·. 13, - 1941J which further related CARTER'_S status as an organizer for the 
COMMITl'EE' FOR :MEDICJI..L ·AID TO RUSSIA. It was requested therein that the 
Bu:r!;)au Off:j_ces in qu.estion place CARI'ER under approp;riate discreet sur
vel.Llance 1.n order that all possibieinformatioh mlght be developed, con;... 
cerning his contacts, activities, and developments resultant therefrom 
~n each of the named cities. 

Confidential National Defense Informant Los Angeles No. 
1100 indicated that due to subject BIBERMAN'S illness, he did not ac
company CARTER to the plane and did not see him personally after october 
9, 1941. JANE :MEADE 1 howevor, according to the cited informant, took 
up various matters with CARTER and relayed CARTER'S mes~ages to BIBER
Mlill. It will be observed hereinafter that BIBEIDJr..AN was engaged. on October 
10, 1941 on another of his projects and apparently did not have time to 
entertain CARTER at his home. However, JhNE MEADE indicated to BIBEITh1AN 
that the program of the Russian Aid Committee was thought by CARTER to 
be progressing satisfactorily and it is apparent that the group felt 
that,CARTER'S visit;achieved the results of unity and cohesion in the 

_ movement, the lack of which haf0\e~ .previously felt by them, as shown in 
the wri:er' s reference repo,rt ·~) 

ifUll~h .;_ r, ,_,r ' ~ , · J])lring the current weekly period it has been observed dail~~ l 
«t·~~~~ n~ · - . w Tull 
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coNfiDrtm\L. . . 
.:time a junior partner of MOHGAN & COMPANY had been seen at a 11red11 meeting. 
It is interesting to note the reference by BIBERMAN to the LAMONT spon- · 
sorshi p of Russian war r elief in juxtapositioilto . his statements regarding 
the AMERICAN COUNCIL ON SOVIET RELATIONS. It is reasonably obvious that . there 
is a motivating force controlling the resurgence of the two types of pro
paganda favor·able- to the Soviet cause . and collaterfl,lly the education of . 
the Americ_an . pi.1blic to the abandonment of prejudice against the Soviet and 
its form of governm~nt. In view of .this, the Bureau was adVised by . · ~~ 
r ef eNnce ~ eletype ofloctobe r 15, 1941,1 in 'compliance; with. instructions( C>..) 
contained in Bureau lhte r of August 'f: 1941:, concerning the activities · 
of the A.C .S. ~ , . ~ additionally disclosed by documentary evidence men
tione~ below. s)(W , . , ' . . . · , · ·. 

(lif t:l\. ·wi~h r ei:ere nce to t he ccni'e r ence arranged by CULLEN for HARRIS, 
BIBEru~~ LAV'I'SON as above cited , it may bG stated that due to the 
secrecy :rnaintainod by the pa rticipant s, no info_rmation could be secured 
by Confidential Na~i~nal De_f~nse Informant Los Angeles ll02:J However, it 
was ascertained that Rev. THOMAS :1. HARHIS was r.:::gistere'd at the Mayflower 
Hotel, 527 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California. His regis.t.ration 
card as furnished by Mr. McMEANS, manager, and photostatic copies: of which 
are being placed in· the · Los Angeles file in ·this case, reflects that · ~HARRIS, 
accomp 1;1.nied by his wife, checked into the Hotel on October 3; '1941, .and 
occupied Room 925 until Octobe r 11, 1941. While at the hotel, HARRIS made 
t hr ee t el ephone calls .and s ent t wo t el egrams. · On October 3, ·1941, h ~ tele
phonbd Crestviow 68340 twice, and it has boen ascertained that ' the . subscriber 
to this nllinber is tho European Film Fund, 9l72 Sunset Boulevard, Los _Angeles, 
C.'J,lifornia. Collateral . information is .being secured concerning this organi
zation to ascertain, _if possible, what business r el a tions HARRIS had with the . 
organization. 

/ 

On October 10, 1941, HARRIS telephoned Sunset: 23387, which is 
an unpu.blished number subscribi::: d to by JOHN GARFIELD, 4031 Langridge Ave., 
V:m Nuys, California. The status of GARFIELD will be described hereinafter. 
The t el 0grams sent by HARRIS were both directed to New York City to addressees 

_whos e identiti.es have not yet b~en ascertained. 

The Peoples 1Norld, Commw1ist Party newspaper, in its 
issue of October 10, 1941 carried an article entitled 11 ANGELENOS URGE 
MORE SOVIET AID" which r e fl13cted tha t HAHRIS spoke at a rally under the· 
,auspices of the American Council em Soviet Relations on · October 9, - 1941~ 

\' ' ---'-'-==~~------
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he "did riot think they were the right people." It will be noted here that 
both. VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE and SAMuEL ORNITZ have ·· been prominent in the past 
in connection with Communist front organizations, and further, it is re
c~·l+ed that the pattern of BIBERMAN'S activities as cited in the writer's 
reference report and the report dated oc_tober 4, 1941, calls for the use of 

· r 8rs6ns who f;J.t-.e~ not been prominent in the past i~ Corrimunist~dominated or-
ganizations\?')l Q \ · ·. . . . · · • . · _ 

The meeting at LESTERCOLE'S house, above described, was dis
cussed by MADELINE RUTHVEN with BIBER11"..A.:N along lines which indicated that 
it was called because she had received ·a telegram from :New York asking for , 
haste and presumably sent by .HARRIS' headquarters. Confidential National 
Defense Informant tos Angeles No. .1100 advised that in the discussion 
RUTHVEN stated that they must have the names in by the 24th, and the 
informant suggests the possibility that the names in question are .those of· 
local sponsors and wor.kers on the A.C ·.S.R, · project~ She stated that "they"~ 
<;>bviously mea-ning the Mew York headquarters~ had "sent some names from 
New York ~- some very good names." According to the cited informant, RUTH-
-VEN further commented on the f act tha t it would be diffic.ult to g-et ' JULIE , 
to attend tho meeting because of his present . motion pictu~e ~oillmitments~f-,Q"\ .· ." ) 
Informant 1100 has ,indicated that JULIE is identical . with ·uo~ GARFIELD;~ (!5.; ~ 

Reference is. made to the fact that HARRIS' letter was addressed. 
to ERl"'i!ES'r DAWSON and further- reference -is made to the mentio~,J'J;t .~z.-ein of 
VIOLA BROfHERS SHORE nnd JOHN GARFIEL:Q. It_ is considered advisable 
to set out the available info?="mation in .thefiles of the Los Angeles Field 
Division Office reflecting the s't a tus of these individuals with relation to 
the Communist Party.' It · will be·noted tbat HA.RRIS himself says that he 
met DAWSON in the Soviet ·union. The. f a ct of DAWSON'S visit to Russia has 
oeen of record in the Los Angeles . Field Diyis ion, which has a . case entitled 
"ERNESIJ.' DAWSON; MRS. SADIE ROBERTS Df"-WSON, with aliases; ESPIONAGE - R," 
Los Ange les File No. 65-1374. In this case custodial detention memorandums 
have bee.n submitted on both DAWSON and h,is wife. The DAWSON'S live at 
3003 Vineyard Street, Los Angeles, Ca lifornia, and DAWSON operates ~ high
class book shop known as DAWSON'S BOOK STORE, located at 627 South 'Grand 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California. 

' ' 

DAWSON was a s:r;>onsor of the SCHNEIDERlviAN-DARCY DEFENSE COMMITTEE, 
and his wife was treasurer of that committee • . DAWSON wa s also a captain of 
the · 6lst Assembly District of the AMERICb.N F];AcE CRUSADE and -has bee~ re
porte d by -Confidential Na tional Defense' Informant Los Angeles No. 3 ns a 
member of the Communist Party as of January 31, 1939. This informant in'":' 
dica tes the present possession and ability to produce documentary evidence 
of DAWSON'S membership in the Communist Party. In view of the :t:act that 
DAWSON appears of· interest tc this investigation in the light of Rev. 
HARRIS' lett er, it, is considered advisable tc establish a -mail cover on 
this individual, ·e.nd s ame has been ·:req~ested a s o.,f the date cf this report • 

:\__ 
------------------~----------------~L~----------------~ 
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League, the school started as a school for writers on Monday, Qctober.l3, 
1941, and from the circumstance 0f the group meeting at lAWSON'S, it is . -
concluded t~at the meeting had reference to the launching of this school. 
From Ccr~fidentiai National Defense Informant Los Angeles Nc. 3, there was · 
obtained dat'a .ih_dicating that CEDRIC BELFRAGE, PAUL J.ARRICO, VIOlA 
BROTHERS SHORE, and JOHN HOWARD lAWSON will be among the instructors in 
r,he school fer writers. Informant No. 3 advised that he had cbtained a 
~rochure announcing the school and its courses, which indicated that 
VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE would ·lecture .on the composition of short stories, 
and that JOHN HOWARD LAWSON would conduct a course entitled "History of 
American Liberty From the Colcmial Period to The Present" on Monday ~ven
ings throughout the winter. 

In view of the charac~er of the lectures to be delivered by 

• 

LA7NSON as indicated by the title of his course, considerati~n is being given 
to the registration of a Bureau employee or c·onfidential Informant in 
the course's being offered at the Writers• School. 

It is noted that the LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS· has received 
attention as a Communist front organization ili the Los Angeles Field 
Division and full information conc·erning it is reflected in the case 
entitled "LEf:..GUE OF f~L!ERICJ:.N ?ffiiT"ERS; IN'J.TEffiJi: .. L SECURITY - R," Los Angeles 
File ~Jo. 100-5377. 

As of the date cf the dictation of this report, Confidential 
National Defense IP~crmant Los Angeles No. 1100 advised t~at information 
had been developed ccncerning General Y/-ililiO:t\'TO:F'F, who, it is ncted, is men-

1- ' tioned in the letter written by THOM.AS L. BARRIS to E.lli'IJEST DAWSON. The 
cited infcrmant advised that c-ne PHILIP GARDNER ccntacted subject BIBER
MAN and advised him that the r.v~.o. was bringing General Y.AKHONTOFF to 
Los Angeles on the seventeenth of ·November, and that YAKHONTOFF would re- . 
main until the twenty.;.third of November. · GJ.RDNER stated that Y.lOOlOlilTOFF 
is "booked every night," but that he, Giu"'D:r>TER, got in tc·uch with BIBERMlili 

. l 

tc cffer the services. cf YP..KHONTOFF tc BIBERM.l:.N fer propaganda use by sub-
ject "amcn:g the Hollywtcd crowd." BIBE&W.N, in rejoinder, advised GARDNER 
that :p0ssibly the nviERIC.i'-'N COuNCIL ON SOVIET RELATIONS "might be able tr 
use him," but l;le stated that YAKHONTOFF wouid have to be made available in 
tl1e evening. GARDNER stated that possibly· that could be arranged, and it 

. was suggested that some time p:rior to Yi>KHONTOFF'S arr:lval,-- BIB.ERlili-I.N get 
in touch with GfJIDNER, whose office is Room 336, 257 South Spring Street, 
l,os Angeles, _telephone MUtual 5468. Infor!Jl£\nt 1100 further stated that fol
lowing the discussion concerning YiiliHONTOFF'S availability to BIBF.BM£:..N if 
.the latter wanted him, Gi\.RD~JER. ask~d BIBERM/..N "if the latter would· like to 
be on a progrE\m with YAKHONI'OFF ;at a mass meeting to · be held at the Embassy 
Auditorium, Los .Angeles, during YfJili()NTOFF'·s visit. · BIBERM£-:..N immediately 
stated ·to GARDNER that he expected to be out ·of ·town in about three weeks 
a. n~ would remain awa-y_ from Los -Angeles for at least .six weeks, and there-&1!J· .) 
fore,. could not be publicly booked. It will be obvious from knowledge 
of BIBERMM~!S intention to a ssume employment in a motion picture studio· i 

. . 

·. -- • ) , ; ·. ,_ ~ .:"; /~IL6- ctl\l . -~inJ!l"'~·fl?.l1 @.t · 
~ .. } 'f., i'~ r.;_ () ,< , ' · ). J_ "' , . •.,; · f~ '~!.h) ~) l•l6 ·f<'w ~ tl£·1 ~• 1 
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