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Form. No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FILE NO. 100•21198 

I 

I 
PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

6~10.16.30, . 
' 778 10,17,19, 

REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN R. VICARS KH 

TITLE. CHANGED //) 21 23 3 CHARACTER Of" CASE ' , , 1, 
. !Jl8/l, 2/45 JOHN HOVW?.D'" LAV~ON ,11) 

with aliases • ' a · '-' 
- c 

co~ tev~tL lNFOR \ON CONTAiNED . 

·\ ·~\·: 
·: .. ;-' 

· . ·• HER.EIN. IS U1 ~~~. -SlF.J .. E.!J .. ':'··.< .·( ." ~ ... ,· ..... . ·c · . · 
"' · -.-- ~ · DATE'-\-\~-~ , 'X~~~S~~~ 

Subject continues as leader of CPA in motion pictur·e . . · · ·· , 
industry and allied cultural fields, but his lea~er-
ship .. is being qu~tioned as a result of the . chang~· in . . .. 
Communist line. ~e bas been a regular attendant at · 
Radio and Motion Picture Commission meetings and has 
attended other functiona.r;· meetings with Count{ Com-
munist functionaries. CPA policy in motion picture 
strike changed to support the 'strike, although in- / 
formant indicates LAWSON not heartily in accord with , 
this change and ·desired continuation of the :;tolicy he / · 
developed, which was the CPA policy prior to the change / 
in line. Subj.ect elected ~e~er of Exe~utive ·council · 1 
of Hollywood Independent c~ tJ. zens ' ·· CommJ. ttee . of . the Arts j ;:, 
Sciences and Professions (formerly the Hollywood ·Demo• ' · 
cratio Committee). He attempted to organize an FDR, 
Caravan for this Committee, which was to tour the 
western states in an attempt to put· pressure on Presi• 
dent Truman and the State Department to return to tfu:t · . 
policies of the late President Roosevelt~ Subject ) 
sponsored New Masses art auction and appeared at invi-. 
tational New Masses benefit at the home of· FRANK TuTTLE 
on June 9, 1945. H~ had an argument wi.th RI.f::liARD BRANSTEN, 
with aliases, over:. B~_~s discussion · of Ducros arti'c1e V '· · 1 

at non-CPA meeting •;and· ;t.hreatened to. have BF.AN.STEN ex- · cJ» (" \ 
pelled. Cormnunication ,fr~RANSTE}I to LAWSON refjects .. 1 
LAW'VS ON ' s leadership in · tli.Jbthywo'Od CPA movement. Bank · · ·· _; :<·· I 

DESTROYl~Daccount reflects LAWSON has- paid or loaned close to $2,000 [;' ·:. t:· .'.,: \ 
to an alleo-ed Cormnunist dominated.-.erganization· of Cormnunists. · f··~" " ' 

0 ' 'F lhl:! i!!J· I 
- 1? - 00 ._ 3'/0 'FO ;;..·.j, 5"' :, · .- ·. -~".;.·L 'i 28 MAR 23 
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CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES 

i.. -eonrid~'ntial National nere':"• Informant LA Jo-1 ]~Uf 

B .- CNDI LA EE-l . - ".~~sr_~~.-_ir.'J:i) t{f~~i;~j;:~h! :.:.,<_, .. _: . ·:,-... --::· 
C - CNDI LA 2900 . ,·- :· , ,, , _- ~ · :·~ · ;. , ... . 

· (A memorandum on the motion ·picture· strike refei-red to, 
, which was furnished by this: office, is contained in 
\: 100-18874-1-A-60-B.) . 
J\0fJNF, llfP·-.r · 

D - CNDI LA MX-2 . (\» 
Ef;:, A hi~! oonficleliti"l source htr 
F~ cU'r~?1liM, 1 · · . · · l'tt .. 

G - Mrs. ~ON, whO- was · employed as · second maid 
· 1\ by the subject at 454 North Bristol, Los Angeles. 

I\\~~~ F. INF'"P . V.A<Y.J j 
H- LDI ~j\.Yi')L...., . . ' . 

J - MANUELt~EFF, 60S North ~den Road, Beverly Hills, 
··~ Califo~ia, a screen wrl.ter 
''t CONF. IN.F'T . · · . . 
~~- CNDI LA-2B . 

K-ENDrf-138~tlkJ -
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