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THISCASEORIGINATEDAT LOS ANGELES 

DATE WHEN MADE 

LOS ANGELES 4/8/42 

... : ".. " ~'c . , . HERBERT .3IB~N; 
. ' . JOHN HCJWARDUi.AWSON 

BIBERMAN directed strategy behind Russian War Reli f 
rally held J/24/ ~-at Los Angeles. He wrote pamphlet 
advertising same~d held continual conferences with 
DIMITRI TIOMKIN, director of the rally. He further 
directed MADELINE RUTHVEN to contact unknown union 
leader to get support of union. BIBER.MA.N further di­
rected RUTHVEN to carry out his prearranged sight-
seeing tour for the Captain of a Russian ship in port 
and members of the Russian Consulate in Los Angeles. 
BIBERMAN also directed that publicity concerning the 
arrival of Russian military attache be released to 
the People's World, Communist news organ on the west 
Coast. BIBERMAN procured pertinent Russian history 
book from Russian Consulate for LOUIS HARRIS, writer, 
which is to be basis for a screen play. GALE SONDER­
GAARD refused invitation by known Communist to speak ( J 
at IWO after conferring with husban~elegram sent I,{ 
by SONDERGAARD to president of Mexico urging no de-

, portation for antf.:..Fa.scists cited. LAWSON presently 
employed by CECIL B. DeMILLE as writer. Informant 
able to secure Communist propa~anda from him. Sub­
jects 1 bank accounts check_;%...U.es. ul ts of mail cove 
set out and cover renewed·~) [U] c\aSSlfied bY ~~~~~~ 

- p - .. ,.,..., 1ft! 
~-\~­

Report o! Special Agent J. R. VICARS, Los Angeles, 
J/4/42. 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES ; : ·.: •. 

/ 
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with supplies for the Russian peopie. t sbQul<i be llOted. tha{ ~ese were 
distributed not only by Russian War Relief Association but "Qy th~ Communist 
Party as well. ~opies of these were obtained by Confidential National De­
f~ns.~nl(>rmant L.A. #150, a representative ·,number, being retained in this .· 
f1le~_t~ . 

m11ft,h:,e identity of the aforementioned unio~ ·leader has 'not been . 
asce~ned;1bowever, JIM BURFORD~ a known Communist ~ose Communist Party 
book numbercan be obtained from Confidential Nationai Defense Informant 
L.A. #3, represented the CIO has h~ad :o·f the Russian.:wa:r Relief Commit~e. 
of the CIO at the rally on :March 24, 1942. Furthe]:', . as w:l;ll be shown sub­
sequently in this report, BUf{FOR]) was :·active, Vd ~ DIMITRI TIOMIUN . in the . 
Russian War Relief office in organizing this rally. Further .investigation 
is being made through Confidential National Defense Informant L.A. #2 in 
an attempt to identify this union leader • .- · 

on March io, 1942 DIMITRI TIOMKIN and BIBERMAN held a conference 
and TIOMKIN advised BIBERMAN that JANE and he . had just called New York: to 
determine through the ~ussian War Relief offices there if it would be pos­
sible to get Ma~e LITVINOV or DOROTHY THOMPSON for the ral;ty. DJ,:MITRI .. . 
stated that she had -talked to MORRIS (general administrator of Russian War 

. Relief in New York) and MORRIS a(ivised sending a tel,egram to ~da.nlEf LITVINOV 
· with many prominent :names on it a:n(i· maybe she wOUld come. TIOMKIN stated · 

that he bad also :·talked with .EDWARD CAR'rER; whom, he stated.P had pneumonia 
and was dangerously ill . ., . CARTER had told JANE~ TIOMKIN stated; tbB.t . TIOMl{IN 
·was the person who could ·induce Madame LITVINOV to. conie i .f t:~.nyorie could. 
DIMITRI then told BIBERMA.N that he and. JANE had tried to call ,someone, 'ap­
parently ~me_ LITVINOV, "But that she w6uld not be in. until tomorrow. 
morningtt*J LU) . .· . ·. . . . 

·DIMITRI also stated that DAVID FARIES, president of the .Russian 
War Relief -Association of Souther:n. c.·alifornia., ·.had ... p.romised to '·take the ./1>/. 'II. '\i 
responsibility to get the big names and to ,send Madame LITVINOV .a telegram~Jl.01 

. . . · . . J 

B~BERMAN then asked DIMITRI what he was doing about the letters, ' 
apparently referring _to letters 'Written to prominent .people en~ouraging 

· .them to Q.onate to this campaign·. D~MITRl told him that everything was go• 
ing fine and .that HARRY BENNETT, Russian War Relief publicity director, ·was 
attempting to get ·in the stuqio and also planning a radio program. BIBER­
MAN told TIOMKIN that -the fact that CARTER and MORRis·· were so enthusiastic 
should give DIMITRI a great deal of encouragement. ·· DIMITRI further . adiJ":lse<i 
HERBERT that JANE was attempting to plan a reception for a certain lady; 
'Who apparently is.rather·well ref!pected; and -after some .lengthy conversa .... 
tion with Mr~. RA.THBOlJUm to have . her .as hostess o:r t9 act in some· capacity 
for 'th:Ls everit; h0wever, 'f.his ·inforll@nt was unable to .obtaih sufficient 
in£'ormation conce:ning :this proJ(O's. .e~ ;·rec~ption:{t<::j[ <A) _ . . , 

. · On .the same date PIMITRI was again in contact·with BIBERMAN 'and 
i ·,· \ . advised that BORIS I~G~TER; JANE MEADE, MR. ·ARNo~ and FARIE$ had held a ~L fA) 

·- ~Jf!ilh~l . ... - 5- ·£~ :)~'\ \ 'j \ '.> ., <:;: - . 
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BIBERMAN, in further co.hsUJ.tations with RR,IS',: stat.~d that ttthey•l think 
that PAJU.E•s· book is "the best. : 11T_hey" u doubtedly refers .to. the Russian · 
Consulate at Los Angeles, with :whom it is evident BIBERMAN discussed·the 
matter prior to referring HARRIS · to 1ihe proper book. Hence it wouJ.d ap-­
pear that at least in this particular ·instan:ce DIBERMAN was the go-between 
in procuring Russian propaganda · for a sorip1i, 'which will probably be. pro- · 
duceci as a moVie. ·$hould ~;tBERMAN be further affiliateQ.·in either procU:r'-
ing other background for ' this propoSed script or should he in any way· be.l. · · fl,) 
come concerned with it further:, _it will be developed in subsequent repo~ts (};/L'(., 

' . . 

DUring the period of this report GALE SOND.EJ,WAARD had been ·con­
tacted by members of two ·Communist front organizations ·and inVited to lec­
ture ·to them.- On March 1, 1942~ FO:NTIVITZ. (phonetic), telephbhe 
CHArleston 6-6594, :contacted HERBERT BIBERMA~l and advised him that she re­
presented the Hollywood Womens .Council and wanted. GALE to give· a lecture 
entitled mnomen in Defense" in · one of the series of chain luncheons -which 
Wa.s .to .be. held the following paturday,at 2;QO P.M. At this meeting, FONTI­
vrrz stated, .pne hU1ld~ed ' and fifty la<iies' ~ould be p!'es'ent, including fou~ 
of the Russian ~edical aides • . .GA:LE later. reco~j;.acted ]fONTIVITZ 'and advised 
she. oou!d. not make a perso~l appearance· at · th~}: m. eeting, • stating she · had · 
a f1.rst al.d class at the sam.e hour on saturdayt.JZJ@c} .. -

I . . "' ... · .. 
Again on March 2, .... 1942, HANNA SCm'fARTZ cont~cted GALE and asked 

.her if she wou],.d speak at a women's ma~s meeting on · Brooklyn' Avenue· 'on · · 
March 8.~ HANNA .advised 'GALE that there would be a number of IWO · c~ubs 
present .and several other organizations. 1 $he asked GALE to speak .on the·. 
subject of ir'women•s place in the World". GA:LE advis.ed_HANNA that she would 
check her schedule to see if sb,e could make this appearance and request~d 
HANNA to contact ·her iater on 'the same day; howev~r, When HANNA recontacted 

. GALE' GALE stated she had talked to her husba:rld and~ ./:"~ seems we are . occu­
pied that evening so I · ~an 1 t accept the invitation. ~J[U) . . . · · · · .. 

The file -entitled "'COW...mNIST PARTY, LOS ANGELES AREA it, number 
100-1763, reflects that one HANNA SCHWARTZ ·fs the ~fe of LOUIS SCHWARTZ, .. 

· .presli,d.ent ·· of. the Newsboys · Union - ·cio;<who ·ia proininent+y connected wit~ the 
Conununi'st Party j n. Los P~eles. C.or£idential National :Defense Informant 
L.A. !1150, whose .identity)1as been .made known to the· Bureau, ha,s advised · 
this office that HANNA scmrlffiTZ is also an active member of· the Los Angeles 
Communist Party and a close frierid of · PETTIS PERRY, chairman of the Los . · 
Angeles CoUn.ty Communist Party. She · is also a men:~ber of the EX.ecutive · \. 
·committee ·0f the Los Angeles Auxiliary· c·ouncil of' the CIO anQ: ·is '·· a .. membeX' 
of ·the c. <:>mmit tee o~ ~-~onsU1ller•s ' ~t,Trtion and also. ve.ry active in the ,Ameri~an 
Peace ~bilizatioll. ~)CU) , ·• ··_ ·. . ·. · · .. . .. 

Attention is invited ~o the fact that this HANNA SCH~VARTZ may be 
. the one who consulted 'with GALE' 'SONbim:GAARD ·ahd it is further not.ed .that 
. . BIBERMAN consulted Wi t;h C'rALE before she . gave a !L'"lal Q.eci·sio~ in the ·ma,t-

ter ~ : len. ding credence to the. belief that BIBERMA.· N wishes not o.· .. !11. y him .. ·• . s. el! G _) 
but his wife to remain in the background- 9f know.n Communi.. st con-t;.aots :and. {/-,/J U 
organizations • (}ALE SONDERGAARD is still active . ~ -~e Women~ 'AmbUlance w 

fA ArfiAt ', . .-~r ,:_,.t,lt t · 
If» :II! B\lln - · · . · ·:~~\\: .. \, "•',·;-.lf~u . . · """' .. . 

;~ ~-'\,..\,. :'1_ ""''• '\::", ~ ... ,., .-.''· - 17 ·- . ~ ' ~ " s \ . . "•. . ,. . ... 
. -·---~--c=~~~-
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Dof<>noe Corps, arid. a f'uli page ~!"pici~o · of . ~. ·iD<>l)lG;.ng one in 
her WADC uniform, appeared in the li..os Angeles Evening Herald and Express 
March 5, 1942. : Tw0 df these full length: pictures are being retained in 

-W:~JT!Al · _.. 
.. . ' -~.: . .;· .. 

the,.£ile for identific~tionpurpo~es. ®Lil) •. · __ ,. . _ _ .. · 
· Also during the 'pe:riod of this report it has · comet~ the · 

attention of the Los Angeles Office that GALE SONDERGA.ARD was -orie of 
many people from the movie industry who sent telegrams to the president 
of Mexico objecting to his proposed deportation of several Spanish chil­
dren between the ages of fifteen arid twenty-one. The. People's World. 
described these Spaniards as being anti-Fascist and ~onducted a cam­
paign urging American citizens to wire the president of MeXi¢o in their 
behalf~ · 

Further, Confidential National Defense Informant L.A-. #1357 
advised the writer that ED ROBBIN, known Communist member and sponsor 
of the World Forum; on}afarch 29, 1942, publicly urged the audience'at 
the World Forum to direct ttsuch terms af int¢rcession to the president 
of Mexicq on behalf -of · these anti-Fascist peoplett:. ~e · fact that GALE 

· SONDERGAARD ·also sent one· reflects :that in this one instanc.e; at least, 
she has followed the so•called Comm~ist Pa~ty line~~) . , 

It is further interesting to .note in this connection that the 
People's World of' April 5~- 1942 reflects that the president of MeXico 
granted these Spanish deportees one year of grace for th~ir final depoi-
ta.tion. · · · 

. . . l)uring the past month JOHN HOWARD LAWSON" ~s secure4 a posi-
tion as ·-writer for CECIL B. DeM!LLE at a Hollywood studio. Temporary 
Confidential National :::Defenae Informant L.A. #3 stated that LAWSON leaves 
his home every morri,ing _atapproximately 9:30A.M. and reappears at ap­
proxi.Inately 4:30 or 5:00 P.M. During this pertinent period, also, this 
informant has procl.lred a copy of the "SOvi_et Power" written by the Dean 
qf Canterbury and a pamphlet entitled "Information Bulletin", publishe~ 
by the Embassy oft he Union of soviet Socialist Republics celebrating the 
twenty-fourth . anni,versary of the "Great Oc.tober Socialist Revolution"• 
In this pamphlet are various messages _ ~ent to STALIN by American people, 
congratulati,ng him on the twenty-fourth anniversary of the Revolution. 
Included in this booklet .are me.ssages from THEODORE DREISER, WALTER 
DURANTY, . JOSEPH CURRAN; F~Z- BOAS; UPTON SINCLAIR, and also PETTIS PERR!, 
who is described therein as · "Chairman Soviet .Anniv~rsary meeting in Loa 
Angeiestt~ but who is known to the Lqs ;Angeles O-ffice and the Bureau as · 
chairman of the Los Angeles County Communist· Party. 

Concerning the magazine ''Soviet rPqwer_", attention is invited 
. to the fact that the Co~st · Party in Los ~eles distributed over 

seventy thousanQ. copies in this are4 alone and has stated at their meet­
.ings that '•Comrades should···see to it that the: public recE:)ives this publi­
cation." Both of these pJ1blications8:re ·being retained in the file of this 
cafi}eo -

smR-£)1 
,_---"""~ 

( 

- -18 ~ ' 
t .-----~~-------------------•-------------------------------------------------~---' 

'. 

·· NW 54460 Docld: 32338947 Page 5 

. I 

! 
i 
I 

- I 

I 
I 

I 

i 

I 



- --·-------~---

.... ,;.··· .. •. a 
~. .. •. d ·@ 

. The name of Temporary Confidentifl~ 
L~A. #3 is WALTER TETER, whose identity has pr~~ 
theBnreauo 

if!~n. se In!orma.nt 
fttf jllade known to 

Temporary Confidential Nationai Defense Iriformant L.A. #5 is 
WALTER N. BOLMAN, Treasurer, Russian War Relief Association of ~outhern 
California and vice-president of the Union Bank and Trust Compa~y, ~os 
Angeles. · 
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