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BIAND
November 15/60

On August 5/60, at 7 a. +Tey Brand made contact with Zmilio Rodr’rucz Brand
told E.R. that he wanted to s=e Amnaro (Plinio’s wife), in order to dabrie
on the actual situation of OA's groups. That same afternoon. Brend saw Amparo.
Amparo informed Brand of all the arrasts tha+ had taken place after Plinio's
escape from El Escambray. In regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo »old Srand
that Efren Rodriguez, member of the Executive Commitee of the OA,was in a safe
houss in Havana, and was the man who could brisf Brand on @A's situation.

On August 6/60, Brand saw Efrsn Rodrizuez. Zfrsn informed Brand that, on
account of Abay and Pensla's asylum at the Embassy of Brasil, contacts had been
lost with the action groups of OA. EZfren was completely out of money. Zrand gav
ninm 9150 00 and instructed him to establish contact with 0A'3 action groups., =it
agre=d to do this.

Brand had.to remain in his safe house for the next ten days, becauss no glue
or moustaches had heen sent to him, and hs had no materials for his disgzuise.
Meanwhile, Plinio had arrived to Hawvana, and had sstablishad condtact with Zfren
and otaer members of the underground. :

Emilio Rodrizuez gave Brand a man to be used as a drlver or as a cut—out.
This man i3 named Montes. After receiving the diszuise materials, Brand establi
contact with Jesus Izlesias, former member of Triple ‘A, and 2rand's fsllow cons

H.v
o
4
H

for many years. lglesias owned a 50 ft. yacht. Brand asked Izlesia’s help to us

nis yacht to smuggle weapons into Cuba. Izlesias was in very low spirits. He sa
that it was useless for the cuban3s to fight Fidal, sinces Fidel had a powserful ©
from the 3ovist Union, and that unless the U.3. dscided to do sometning about i
our efforis ware doomed to Tailura. In shorit, Izlesias refused to hslip.

 Next, Brand established contact with Cesar Lancis 3ravo. Cssar agrsed to kel
Brand instructed Cesar to star%t lookinz for D.Zs. and L.Zs. Besides, Cesar was

tart organizing laborers in the different Unions, and to try to gathsr informa
from all of them. Cesar also volunteered to make contacts with policemen in the

. | y . 5 & :
patrol cars, in order to>find out uhe codas thsy were using in their radio
communications. He-also promisasd %o ataru a search for safz houses and store ho
and to start checking Fidel through .qa membars of the 3indicato Gastronomica.

that Pirst mestinz, Brand gave Cssar'one unousaﬂd pesos, to b2 usad for =xnsnss
for the renting of houses., @ : _
Next, Brand madecontact with Ba2nito rernandsz. Benito said that he was sager
™

e our countiry's situatio
#Z23, Besides, he voluntsar
Pad an action grouz of abe

help and that all of us had to give dur tes
Benito offered his efforts to try fo!“ind D
to do sonme recrululnv. Benito 1npormed Erand
£iftman men, already armed.’ : i _ v

Contact was mads with Dr. Helio Nerdo Basz. Nardo informed Erand- that he had
already been aproachsd by p=ooles fron AR and By Lomberto Diaz, acting ths lai:
as renfesentaulve from Tony Varona s zroup: Nardo had rofused to work with them
Srand ask=d lardo to taks cars of the Province of Pinar del Rlo as a lzader of

LY

new undsrground group, of which he wis zolnz to be one of thz leadsrs. Nardo ag

to this, and oromised to start lookiag for D.Zs. and L.Zs.. azd alse promig=d to
take cars of ths rccruiting of peopeiin the Province of Pinar dsl Rio. He umenti
that 2 had a friend who nad 322n a .ieﬁ:enent in thes rsb=21 army, and who had
his position because of the communisl tendencies of the So%ernzent. Ha told Zra
that this ex-1lizutansal could u:come; valuaal* a33ast 17 won to our sides. Za 53
hz was goinz to iry to brinz this man to talk with Zrand. Srand zavs Nardo fivs
2 for gxpens=s. ' o ' '
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At the First meeting with Banito Ferrandsz, EZrand also saw Nslson Izlesias,
University student, and son of Josus Izlesias. Irand instiruclsd Lelson to star
making some recruitings at the University. Brand also instructesd Islson Iglesi
to make the necessary arrangements so Srand could have a mssting with Joss Fer:
Planas and Eddy Crews, members of ihe Catnolic Youth, studsnta at ths Universi
Havana and members ot MRR (Artime's fac tio n). Brand gave Nelson one hundrad p=e

for expenses. v

A weel aftsr theilr first meeting, 3Brand saw Cesar Lancis again. Cesar said
had besn making somse contactswith different unions. He also =xplained thai up
that time he had besn worlking with Tony Varona's zroups named "Rsscate". He ex
his concern about the doubls role he was nlaylng, working with Rescatas at the
time that be7 W3Rking with Brand. Lancis said that in dus course he could bring
friends in Rescate to Brand's organization. Brand said that a week had elapsed
no results had been attainsd and that hs wanted results. Lancis said that he w
going to have results for ths next m=sting.

Throuzh Nelson Iglssias, Brand had a meeting with Joss Fsrnandez Planas and
Eddy Crews. The meeting »ook placs at Fernandez Plapa's home in Vadado, Havanra.
Srand asked Fernandsz Plana's help in ordsr to Wet Ds23. and L,23, and safs ke
Though Fernarndez Planas agrzed to help, his was a little bit rasluctant bscause ¢
connactions with 3R, Ee said he was gzoinz to talk thinzs over with his friend:
promised to give me= an answer in a few days. Nevertheless, hs accaeptaed four hur
pesos to be used in the renting of safs housss. Erand also asksd about the pos:
of creating some disturbancos at Havana University on the 30th of September,
anniversary of Tr~Jo s death.They said their chances were slight, bscauss they
could not burn the psople they had at the University in that kind of action. EHe
said that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushsd by t:
commurists and militia, already well trained, =quipoed and organized.

In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brouzht along a man by the nams of
Francisco Robama Domingusz, ex-lisutensnt of the Rebel Army. Robayna had bsen
nember of the American Army, at Fort Dix, New Jerssy. Hs had been to Zurope as
member of the American Aramy. He dessrtad to zo to Cuba and join the forces fign
Batista. He bscame a member of Faurs Cnnnn s .guarrillas in ths mountains of Las
Villas. Robayna said that he was willing to join lardo and Erand‘s efforts. He
that he had alresady bzen working in the recruiting of people. He assursd Brand
he could count with a force of 150 men. He also said that he was going to get D
Robayna was to work undesr the orders of Nardo.

"~ In his next mesting with, Brand Fernandsz Planas *nturnnd the four hundrsd ¢
he had ar-v*ouslj received. He b&’d h= could noit take care of ithe renting of ca
housss, because ths people they could uss for that, were nasded at ths }ER. Lizv
8inece Brand had promised him Weaaons, he said he would kesp trying to get D.Z3,
LeZs. He said he wanted to ses Brand again. : :

BcnitoﬁFerrandﬂz saw Brand azain. He sala that hs had talked with his broth:
wno had besen a Mayor in Dantlago de Cuba., He had also talked ith Luis Casero
who had also been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba, They both promised him to start
searching for D.Zs. and L.Zs, in the southern.coast of ths Provings of Orient3

Brand also saw Nelson Izlesias azain. He said it had bsen dif7icul to rser

s at ths Univeraity, because =verysns seemesd Lo bslong alrsady to one orza
or another, Nevertheless, hs said, his had a grouo of arouma ten studanti who s

i nz to work with him, though soms of them already belongesd to Zescais. Hs i
in contact with a boy named SolisyWho was hesading Rescats's gr : '
th=3e days, Jos, a m2mbsr of ihe Company wvwnom Zrand nad mat in s

Around th= i
came o visit Brand af trand’s safshouse. Hs 3aid that thay wersn®t inters
anymors in z2tting psonle out of Cuda fo bes nroperly traianed, Ha prooisad
Zrand soms contachts which would heslp Brand in his activitizs. Theds nromisa
x20t, and Zrand zads somse contacts which will 5z refsrred to in dus course.
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Srand had been asking to see Plinie., Plirnio also ha Lo
Amnaro knaw adouil one of Erand’s safzhousss. Shs came 14
Plinio nza2ded to sez hin. Hext day, Zrand vani to see i
Srand also met a man named Juan Msndez, also known as rz ot
Casanova. llendsz was ihe head of o group namesd HaR (lovizient om
cionario). Plinio told Erand of his efforts and how pleasesd he was wit
things wer= going on. Plinio also talked about.his olans Por the inmed
and ths msetings he was expe@ting to have in the days to coms. In rstur:
as

2aid that as was also pleasadwith the way things wesre devsioping. :

In his next meeting with Brand, Hobayna brouzht a map vointing out a De.Z. T
was the first D.Z. that Brand got. Brand gavs Robayrza a lensatic compass so Ro
could give the exact location of the next D.Zs. he was irying to zet.Robayna w
full of enthusiasm with the outcome of his efforts. All his men were anxious t
into battle. Robayna gave Brand an estimate of the weapons he needsd for his L
That list of weanons was given to the Company in Havana. Robayna also informed
that in ths Province of Pinar del Rio, a wajority of ihs population was in fav:
an uprising azainst Castro. ’ '

-~~~ It should be said by now that all the meetingsheld ty Brand were reported
the Company in Hawvana, almost inmediately after they took place. Erand had be

instructsd -in Hashington to give 5 renort sach weeke Actually, renorts were zis
in Zany ocfdsions twice and thrics a wsek, ~—= :

By this time, Brand had met with Sfrsn Rodrizuez in several occasions..Efrar
Rodriguez was contacting and organizing action groups to be used in Havana, in
8ity as wall as in the= Province. A man by the name of Rutilio Ramos had been cc
by him. This man was to lead the men we were planning to use in.an atitempt agai
Fidel's life. Zfren Rodrizuez had also met neople who gave him detailed informa

HW 53294 DocId:32356641 Page 4.

on the Lovernment forces in Isle of Pinea. Rutilio Ramos also mwade some rsovoris
this. Contacts Wwers mades by Efren Rodriguez with action groups3 in San Jose de L
Lajas, : :

Joes sent Brand some instructions that enabled Erand to mak* contact with a m
named Alberto Jorcze Losada Fernandsz, who worksd at the Comoania de Slectricida
This Losada was one of ths leaders of an orzanization called "Resistencia Agrac

.Though thsy had: men all around the island, thezir xd@n force seemed to be in ths
Province of Pinar del Rios And what seemed most iwmportant of all, thsy had a zr
of fifty m=n alrsady in the mountains in Pinar dsl Rio, in a place nam=d Rio Ho
In the first mzeting with Losada, Brand gave him 200 »nesos e

t
purchase of supplies for thz men alr=ady iz the mountains, 3
Losada to try to organi ze grouns at the Compania de Elscuric
to be us=2d in sabotage =2t ‘& El=ctric Company. Losada azre=d
lzader of the groun at the mountains to comes to Havana to

1= s
Losada also agresd %o trj to find some DeZs. or L.Zs,-From that day on, Losada
the m=etings with Brand would take place in two houses hs indicatsd, and which
Brand oromptly aporoved. o ' '
- Jos sent Brand some instructions that enabled Brand to make contact Nluﬂ EWRSt
namned Vidal Fo*alns, who was to provide thes zoons that were promisad < rand o

Jin Bowdin. Brand instructed Vidal to organizs his men and have thesm ready for
action to be used whsn rsquirsd. Brand .also instructed Vidal to start chacking
Carlos Rafa=l Rodrizuaz, a wall krown communist, and also to givs all the infor:
he could gather about the itop communistis: in Cuba. Vidal agrssd to this.

' eting with Losada, hs informed EBrand ihat the leadsr of the zroup at

& zan oy the nsms of Lazaro Santos abrsu, had bean killed in his way

Ravana Lo sesz Erand. Brand than told Losada to maks arrangsmanis 3o :rand sould
: maating o ths zan whoe- had substituted Lazaro Santos.
grand pad e ;ﬁinv with C2sar Lancis and Lo3sada, so boih men would

R IR T

a e

i

g=t

ana
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‘Priest named Las Heras. Brand went io that mesting and asksd this o
1

dz not to tall with Lancisz about Da0r mountains.
ncis only about the laborsrs at the Zlsciric Company, baeauae
Lo orzanize ths labor secticon of
msating with Sra q, Lanciz refused

e
ul ctric Company. The report sald that Losada had been a well ki
that he had been suspectesd of being an informsr for Batista's a
revort also said that Losada was susnscted of being a fairy. Thq
that Losada's brother was a drug ad ict and a "opusher”. Zrand:t
there were any doubts about ;oaada 8 attitude azainat the presenc uuban Sovar:
Lancis said that Losada and his brother were consldered Fidel's enenias, . wiihc
guestion.. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ot the army, named Manual
Jesus Hernandez, had been commisionsd by Lancis to establish a net of informsr
Lencis also said that he had received several thousand pesos from Rescats and

e was willinz to return: the thousand pesos that Brand had givsn him. To this
Brand answsred nothing.

Around the Fiftasntls of Ssntember, Brand thouzht hs had noticed certain un
things around Potin's building, where Brand's safchouss was locatzd. Ons day,

Vhen Brand was entering the buildingz, he heard a man asking about the v=opls
ai

)

,
€

living at th= penthouse of ths uui;ding. This confirmed Zrand's sussicions %ha:
somsthing wrong was Zoing ons. 2rand laft the building and naver cams back. It
until thres weeks later that Zrand found out, through Auzusto Casamayory, the

who had provided the safe house, that a tennant of the penthouse;,who lived in :
of Brand's avartment, had bsen ths victim of snextortion. This had basn ths um
atmospnere that Brand had noticed around e ouildinc, becauds that tennant ha:
under surveillance by the peopls who submitied him to extortion.

Jol

+%
v
1

Brand went to live for soms days at Juan liend=z's plads., At this safchouse,
¢ a man namped Jorﬁ,' soipo, who vorksd with Mendez at “AR. Erand put Zsvino i
ontact with Nardo; so Zspino's peopls in Pinar del Rio wollddwork under the sl
f Pobajnd.':solno‘s military chief in Pinar del Rio was a young man by ths nax

rrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced him to Robayna. From thsn on, Barrios
contact with Robayna, and working under his command,

g b

¥

o
»

Around thsse days, Brand heard that lMendez was going to have an intarvic
r

Artsmisa, in the Province of Pinar desl Rio, and contact HNardo, so he wo
Nardo with all the h=lp that the priesthood could afford to zive in the
Pinar del Rio. Brand saws~ Nardo and arrangsuznts were gide in such a way th
did see PFather Las Heras, From then ony. it was thair business Lo k2sp in
the mmeting with Father Las Hsras, Brand met a physician named Dr. Lsor
dentifisd himself as a delegate from Crzanizacion Cccidental Anticomunista (20
A few days later, Zrand 1ntro~uc-d liardo to Dr. Leon Lamus, so Leon would help
in the Province of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Le=mus to Roba
CCA's military chief in the P*ov1ﬁc- o Pinar del Rio was a younz man named Cru
Tais Cruz Blanco was introducsd to Robayna by Leon Lerus. From-.thsn an, Cruz 81
was to work under the orders of Robayma. It is on account of all thess contacts
wsrs zivsn to Robayna, that in ths last messags that Rotayna sen to‘Brand tars
Hardo, he claimsd to have six hundrad msn undsr his cozmand. And he said thaet *
was a consarvativs fizurs. Nardo commsntsd that in ordsr to maks tni
conservatives, he Qoulu say that Hobayna h d fiv= hun LT‘Q rien uncsr

Y

figure is scceptad by Brand as zood.

ey
d.
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By ths Tirst day ad
a w21l known Cuban zn
he used for Brand's @ daz, 3 o
treasurer, Yhenzver rom ths Comvany, hs took it fo Hanri
in order to avoid a 2rand was cantursd. In cn= of ths m
with Benito F“rnandez, Brana met a man named Josz Caba?l¥,"who had been a sioci

at the Cooverativa 'de OCmnibus Aliados, This Cabafas had hundreds of friends az
drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Cabvafas promissd to zst safeshouses
storehouses. Hes also promised to orzanizs groups amzong ihs arivers and conducix
Havana, Hz also sald thao he wa3 gzoing to give Brand a driver. Brand gave Cabai
620 pssos.

A few days later Brand met Luis iAlvarez, a form=r bus d{n g “Q‘uao 50*
became Brand's driver. This Luis Alvarsz had been recomm»nde& %aoanas an&‘hu
be a couragsous, dedicatsd and faithful companions

In a new meeting with Jose Fernandsz Planas, Brand met a younz physician knc
Ansslmo. In this meeting they said they had found a D.Z. and that thsy were zoi
give Brand a map pointing out the exact location of th=s place, Thsy asked 4k~ck
wsapons could Brand provids. Brand mentionad all ths weanpons he he:had been vr:
and commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fiftsen days af
the map had reached his hands. The boys promised to zive the map in short notic
Thas= boys also wanted to establish contact with 3rand's people in Pinar dsl

Some days later Zrand recsived a very detailesd map of a L.Z..in ths southerr
coast of ths Province of Pinar d=1 Rio. It was sent to the Company right away.

By this time Robaynas had sent Brand the location of another D.Z. By then ,
kept asking about the weapons, and he kspt saying that his men wers anxious %o
the equipment and start fighting. ‘

Through Zmilio Rodriguez Brand met an American known as William Webster. Thi
was to put Brand in contact with a zroup of a friend of Brand who had zons to ¥
named Mario Massip. Through ‘ebster, Srand met a man already known to him for ma
vears. This man's name iz Simon Yabrs. Simon Yabre was to put Brand in contact
" Mario Massip's group. Sy this tims Zrand had bscoms a little bit unsasy about
lack of nsws from Jim Eowdin, and k=pt asking Emilio Rodrigusz atout the deliv=
of weapons. Zoilio Rodrizusz always answerad that he knew rothing about it, tha
always dslivered my reports but could not tsll mes what ths policies of the Comp
wzre in that respsct,

Through Webster, Brand made contact with a
5ilvio ds Cardenas. 3ilvio de Cardenas said that he was one of the laa
headed Lty Joss Iadac1o Rivero and Antonio Rubio Padilla. He said, and
to be the exact truth, that they had connsctions along i 3
"known and respsctasd p20ple. That they could provide flncf
they wanted was weapons and guidance. Srand nromissd tot T
~days later, 3ilvie de Carderas prorided two D.Z5, Erand met 3ilvio d
five Limes more. Cardenas zave a list of ths weapons his 7 &
himself to deliver tha Wﬂ°70n5 in dus courss, -

vealthy and very wPll known cuocan

Cne day. Brand zot word that thers was zcing to bz a pseting at Plinio's safs
P=ople from the Front ‘wers supposed to 50 to that mesting. Srand was invited to
Brand sent word saying hs saw no reason why .he had to o that nmeeting, but Plin
insisted on Erand's attendance. Erand want to the mssty There he 3aw Plinio
Zfren RoCrigusz, Jerze Zapiro, Francisco Santiazo, Juan Mendsz and Joe. Plans =
s=t to coordinate the CA and the ”“Oﬁu a 2fforts to halp Plinio in ih= aountai=n
It was established .also that Brand_nou 1 coordiipats his men in Pinar del Aio Wi

iz Front could nrovide,
Trrough lio Rodrijgusz, Brand met & man named .
told Erand that he had he=an trainsd in sabotage an
orzanizsd in the City and Provincz of Eavana. Bra_ ,f hat Lt
24 : i diary materials would b ied and
3 organiz=d and reaay Lo =nter into action wazn r
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By this time, Erand had mst a man known as Ronerto Llvalraz, who hud a red
and who sald hs had ‘bsen trained in 1n+=111:erce work, and that he had bzzn in
for several years. This man was introduced to Zrand by Zmilio Rodrizusez. Fobar

was to help Brand in anything Brand would reguirs of him. Erand found that Rob
was available only after 5 pem. and on Saturdays and Sundays. Brand found thi
Alvarez to be a sensible, educated and calmed individual. Brand told thils wan
nhe would fimd somsthing for him to do.

Cabafas had given by now four ssfchouses.. These safshouses were alrsady ini
out the faﬂllles living there wer=s to receive anyone in nsed<of a safehouse, I
of those houses Brand lived for two weeks. Anothesr of thoss houses was 'used as
safehouss for meetings.

Through Cabanas and Besnito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Oscar Rodrizie

This man claimed to be one of the leaders of an organizations in {tha Province
Oriente, Thay were willing to work provided they were supplied with wsavons. 2
found the man to be honest, but dumb and Unaxperienced. Namvrtn less, urard i
-- this man to keep in touch with Cabahas,.
' By this time, Brand had become a little bit unsasy about his diszuiss. Durin
peranbulations around town, Erand had met by chance with many old friends. len:
them recognized Zrand. One day, however, a boy namedvﬂodal member of Tr;o;a A
saw Srand in a drugstors and recognized him,.. When Eraau »ant out, Brand noticat
that two m=n in a car wers watching him. Thz car went around the block and sta;
to follow Brand. When the car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and Silvin Martinez, :
member of Triple 4. Silvio callsd Brand and insisted on having a msetling

2

ith |
Brand was mad to gesse how 1rresnonswb e and indiscrast these fellows were. Eran
them an appointment, but Brand didn't atiend to it. Brand had bscome uneasy ab:
the disguiss chausv, although B,was using a second na'rul*cu, 1% looked awful
bad, and many frisnds had warned Srand that the hairpiecs looked. a fales Prom a !
afar, They also said that the moustache looked too dark. Brand's conclusion ab
this is what follows:l)The disguise was very good, but hairpisces don't last lo
in Cuba's climate, If one wears fhem daily, as Zrand did, %hey are not good fo.
more than twelve or fiftsen days. 2) The disguiss was good a3 long as it mads
a different man, but it was bad becauss it had too alstlnctlvo featurss, that :
that if the volice radicaed a description of a man w1tq 7sry dark hair, very da.
mousuache, and a pair of 3omehow unusual zlasses, it is jure sneugh that Erand
going to bes caught, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is to wsar a disguiss
eriod of time, this diszuise should not have distinctive Paaturses. I%
e iff ult to describs the man in disguiss, This is why from ths very firss
n 3epiember 3rand kent asking Jim to send Karl to Cuba. Brand wanted %o bs di:

differant way. Anothsr thing &bOUu disguises: ths verson in diszuis= shouw
have enough materials at hand.In many occasionssthe replacements

(3

or mo
oo long to arrive to Cuba. The last Len moustaghss were reczaivad in ver:
and were so bad that Brand thought ths ;
had made them in a hurry.

this time Brand had already mst Mari
d of Brand. Escoto was Aursliano's re=
e of Triovle A, 3rand offers=d weapons
id he had to conault ?Hls
1o send Brand a man wit
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ines. qomlla oL;ered to z fec
bsecrstario de Hacienda), Dr. Israsl Rodrizuse
ection of on= of the members of che Suprem
mo2r NROW. uomlla also saide Gomilia had a a
ai the Army, stationed in 3antiazo, named “uintana Mena. This capta
moer of the G=2 and he wantzd o cooperate with the forces fizghting C
ructed Gomila to g=t intellizence reports from this Captain, and also
cretario de Hacianda and from the Membsr of tiie Supreme Court. Gomila we
ago de Cuba to ses the Captain, bul Brand do2s not know the oucome of their
n
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bacausa Brand didn't see Gomila againe
ay Brand went to Fsrnandez Plana's house to have a meeting with the milit
the Froﬁtln the Provincs of Pinar del Rio. Brand feli-ls rad noticed so:
llancs around the placs. When Brand told this to Fernandez Plana and his f:
dopted a somswhat wc-don t-bslisve-in-ghosts atiitude. They told Brand that
nz to sees ths man from Pinar d=1 Rio in a differsnt placa. They offeread
tation fwp 3Brand. ‘Brand went wlth Anselmo, whose car was parked in front
P 8 hous=, After Anselmo had been driving for a while, Erand askesd
wa3 looking throuzh ths rear mirror, to ses if they had beesn followed. A f¢
1ds after this remark, anselmo said that a car was alter_thcm. Brard therd inst
lmo not to Zo to ths meeting place. They began dr*vinr ground town, and tie
after them. Finally they went to Calixto Garcia's Hospital. Brand went into
ing, took off his mcustache and zlasses and went out by the same door e hac
2 in. The men who had been following them wers there, but it ssems the
niz« Brand, who walked away. . :
Around these days, while Brand was goinz to a mesting, he saw in ths strassts :
nd of 1"13, Pancho Varona, a fzllow conspirator aga -rst Batista. Zrand iavibad

Ead

o-.coms into ths car. They talksd for a few minutss and cet a date and vlace for
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mesting. Three days after that, Varcna mat Erand. Varona 1a¢ornad Srand that a f:
days befors an airplane had aroaped equipment at Z1 Zscambray, and that ths equi

. -
%] .
d been caught by Fidel's forcss. Brand asksd soms D.Zs. from Varona. Varona nrc
st them, but he looked juits skeotical about many thinzs.Zrand told him.
he n2xt tims Brand saw Besnito Ferrandez, he said that Plinio’s mother had vic
ite nervous, saying that his son had been cavnturad at Z1 ~scamoraj. “Zenit
nar that that was not true.

Prior to this mzeting, Benito Ferrandez had introducsd Srdang
N Sruz.

to
c Zarroso, and anothsr young man by the rems of
a3 frisnds of Nino Diaz. Zrand offersd tnem help

2ir efiorts with Brand in the province of Pinar dsl Rio. The
talk those things with Kino Diaz hefore making any daffnlt arrang :
Cruz was going to liiami to ses Nino Diama., Thay wanted Zrand to esta n i
Nino Diaz so ha=- might trust Brand. Brand sznt a flash to Jim Bowdin, asiking bri
sstablish Brand's bona fids with Nino Diaz. Many days passesd by, and 3rand was r

5le to continue negotiations, bscause no answer sver came Irom Jim Zowdin or ar

memZer of the lompany. Prior to this mesting with Zarroso and Cruz, =“ana»had he
a first Mcetlng with Barroso. 3Seriio Parnandsz knaw that 3arroso and Cruz 14
niddan apon i ' '

"f’;lroLtg; 3!

Tas loaadas rmed hinz ot ui%

Erand. He with “Cuba Libra”,

Inforn g States. Tabranss look=2d.
el SOTs O
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3¢ this time, Bran through Ca®aras of ths fraguent
of Azul Haul Casiro t vaquia. We tried tut could not r=
house acroos tha stre : Rovarto Alvarez to maks a plan four
casing of th2 placs and : ing. The hands of the p.off*ssloual cou.
seen in the instructi sz. At last, we gol word that Ha:
Casiro was going to 1 rients, and sincs we w2rs not aj 3o to rent the h us:
the plan was droppad.

In his last me=ting with Srand, Cesar Lancis rad informed him of the pOSSl
of killing Fidel at the National HOu 1, where he used to zo to have dinner wit

F
employees. This was also told %o Roberto Alvarez, who began unln&lﬂr about nlans
‘rsgarding the National Hotel and Pekin Reataurant.

Rumors began to.sprsad around town that Pllnlo had bsen captursd somewhsre n=
51 Escambray mountainse

Meanwhile, CabafBas had seen Brand several tim s, and had'informnd nim ot the
recruitings he had made for Cuba lere among the drlvers and conductors of Coopsara
de Cmnibus Aliadose - .

Finally, the newspapers in town'publi"hed some nictures- of Plinio Prieto after
capture near El Escambray. The summary irials began. The day befors the execution,
is, the 1lth of Octoter, Exilio Rodriguez came to see Erand. He informed 3rand ths
Juan Msndez' and some other groups were goinz to start shooting around town in ords

.proves the Govarmment that the Cuban Pzople was against the exccut*ons, and on ths

of the rabels. Zmilio Rodrizuez asked Brand how many men could he give to start st
around town. 3rand answered that he had no men available for that. Zmilio Rodrigzus
asksad if Brand had any men available to try to rescus Plinio. Brand ansered that

could ziva armad men for that purpose. Emilio Rodriguesz also asked about Brand's

possibilities in men to help in an attempt against Fidel's 1life at Mulgoba. Brand
1swered that hs could zive armed men for that action.The "we-must-do-something® a
tenemos gue hacer alzo"), is the worst thing that can happen in a consoiracy. i
Srand realized that all the leadsrs in the different zroups wanted to start shooti
withiout plans or any definite purposs, Brand tezan to have sirorng doudbts about the

riousnsss or coordiration of the =fforts that were undar way.

After Pliniofs execution, morals came to an all time low. 2rand instructed Ca:
to start sabotags on the busses in Havana. Brand sent a flash to Jinz Bowdin insist
on the urgsncy of receiving incendiary and demolition matsrials. No answver. In the
between the 17th and the 24th of October, more than ons hundred busses wers damag:
Havana by pouring starch or emsry in the radiators. '

Benito Fernandez had informed Brand that Guido Gonzalez Bustamante had sesen Ber

and hed incuired about Brand's whersabouts. Benito said that Brand was out of Cubs
Guido then sald that iizuel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Zrand and nraseatly
koldinz a high position at ths lMinisterio de Gobernacion, had inforzmsd Zuido that
was in Havapa, under ulsvulse, and offering monsy and weapona to diffsrsnt undsrzr
orzganizations. Isa's son in law, namesd Nelson Barroso, was a member of ths Judicia
Police in Cubs. ,

Heanwhile, Nano Alonso, former member of the Army, and pressnt membar of ths Fr
in ths Province of Pinar del Rio,had ssnt a message to Dr. Nardo. In that messags’
tiardo, aAlonso 3ald: "It is a shams that vou resfused to work with us at the Front,
hevs nﬂrmwttmajp' 3% 3ecoivad by the man of the hairpiecs and the dysd moustachs®,

o e

ng w@irvisce for many ysars, and tos
Zan asver iried to dscesive anyons. _
Srand Lad navsr contacted or sent me3sages sither to Naflo Alonso or to Mizu=zl T
r=23nsda. : ' B ‘
Cne aftsrnoon, around the 16

answered saying th t he had known the man of tha

Fifa Portuzal, a woman enmployas
colicemen in a natrol car wsre i
Zrsnd’s car, and since Zrand wa
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very well located, tut Brand nsver liked il
T the Compady, had built up the cover
hen Brand reached this apartmsnt, he found that it had been se 5
sr“ment, as il had been dons with hundreds of empiy.apartmsnis ia ths ity
idn't prove anything, sxcspt that the cover had noi been well buili Upse
Brand mads an an301ntment'wi+h Emilio Rodriguez. Both started walking around i
city for avout.two hours. Brand told. Emilio that. he had dsclded to discontinue op:
andd conme to Washington to ses Jim Bowdin.

Brand then went to see Alfredo Izaguirrs, and'stayéd at his placs for a week., !
the meantime, and through Izazuirre's frisnd$at ths Embassy, Brand sent a flash %
Jinm Bowdin, informig him of Brand's dscision to discontinus overations. At ths en
o
t

e
i .

vay in wnich Monte, a cuban employ
h

w
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f that wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returnsd home onz night guite upset and told Bran:
hat it was better for him to go to live somewhsre clas. N o

Through Benito Ferrandez, Brand made contact with a very well known physician :
Dr. ZCerrardo Milanss. Though Brand had dscided to discontinue on=rations, hs rscr
Dr. }Milanes, who was willing to br:.n3 :asgroup of about 30 of his fellow nnjalclan.
to work with Cuba Libre. _ -

But then, Benito Fsrnandez cames to sees Brand and told nim that Hino Diaz was i‘
Santiago, making contacts with differsnt zroups. Since Brand had been told by Alf:
Izazuirrs that he, Izaguirrs, had been anoroached by Ha]or Humberto Sori narAQa s
Wiffgéégatb have thres other majors willing to revolt dgainst the uovcrﬁment, Bran

d=cided inmediately to go to Criente and try to put Iino Diaz in contact with Sor:
. . N . . T T I
Harin, becauss Sori Mar1n~had also stated that he had 500 msp, and that he could

‘control 14 ldlomaters o the southern coast in O:ﬁcnigf Brand want to see Izaguir:
and asked him to establish contact With sSori Marin and tzll him that Brand wanted
see him, either in Favana or in CrisnteiIzZazuirrs then told 3rand, quite bluntly

that his frisnds at the Embassy didn't know who Brand was, and had advized him %o
ontinue his contacts with 2rand uniil they could find out who Bran was. Zrand

a1L320

127t Izaguirre's house in a rags. Ten days had clapsed from ths day Brand ssnat th
flash to Jim Bowdin, and, neverthsless, Izaguirre's friends at ths EZmbassy didn't
know axd had not bsen. able to find out, who Brand was. ' :

Brand thsn went to see¢ Zmilio Rodriguez to inguire about the ”omnany’s prapara
to take Brand out of tih:e country. S.Re said that he had not receivad an answer oa
but that they, ths peonle from the Company, had sent'gy fCOO D2303.

Senito Fernandez bdrought Brand a very dstailed map vointiag out a DeZ. at or =
L SObernado"a, in the northern coast of °1nar de=l Rlo. The map was saat to ths

 Company rizht away. Cabaflas informed Brand that steps had been takzn to producs

in) ' - = s‘ .. » = )

Sy this time, ths hairpisce looked awfully bad. dlzost no =lus was 1+2%; an
S & s g, ~ . b * O & = . . P
“h3 lgqu zoustaches that had bsen sant to Brand had each hair voiniing in.a diffsrs
irzction. ) '
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2 at the main Cigar Factories in Favana. : »
EZrand then saw Harde for the last t Nardo was Ql’hlj 3l°asad with the 4aj
in ng on in ths Provincs »of nar del Rio, thouzh he informad 3rand t
spalr bscause he ‘had no+ racclved the wsaoons T : B r






