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On August 5/60, at 7 a.o., Brand made contact with Smilio Rodrig'J.~z. Brand 
told E.R. that he wa.:ntod to se~ •\o:os.ro (?linio:s \·lif'e), in order to debrief her 
on th~ actual si tua.tion of OA 1 s groups. That same afternoon Brand saw A:::roaro • 
• \mparo inform~d Brand· of all the arrests that had taken place after Plinlo's 
~sea?~ from El Escambray. In regard to OA 1s groups in Hava.r..a, Amparo told 2n.nd. 
that Efren Rodriguez, member of the Executive Commitee of the OA,was in a safe 
house in Havana, and '.vas the man '..tho could brief Brand on ilA. 1 s si tuatl.on. 

On August 6/60, Brand saw cfr~n Rodri;uez. Zfren informed Brand that, on 
account of Abay and Penela 1 s asylum at the Embassy of Brasil, contacts had been 
lost \ii th the action groups of OA. Efren Has com?letely out ~f money. 2ra.nd gaY 
i>..im .:$1,0.00 and instructed hl:n to establiah contact 'lrith OA 1 s action groups. Ef: 
agreed to do this. 

Brand had . to remairi in his safe house for the next ten days, becaus~ no glue 
or moustaches had been sent to him, and he had no materials. for his disguise,. 
Mea:n•.-lhile, Plinio had arriYed to Hayana, and had established contact ,.,ith. Sf:::-en 
and other ne!!lbers of the underground. 

ECJi lio Rodriguez gave Brand- a rna:n to be used as a driver or as a cut-out. 
This man i3 named Hontes. After receiving the disguise materials, Brand establi 
contact with Jesus Iglesias, former member of Triple ·A, and Brand 1 s fellow cons 
for ~any years. Iglesias owned a 50 ft. yacht. Brand ask~d Islesia 1

9 help to us 
his yacht to smuggle \'ieapons into Cuba. Iglesias was in very low spiri tso He sa 
that it w~s Use leas fo~ the cuban3 to fight Fidel, since Fidel had a powerful b: 
from the Soyiet Union, and that u."lless the u.s. decided td do something about i 
our efforts •.vere doomed to failure. In short, Iglesias refused to help .. 

Next, Brand established contact '•i th Ces3.r Lancis 3r~'l2• Cesar agr3ed to hel. 
Brand instructed Cesar to start looldn'6 for D.Z3. a nd L.Zs. ·Besides 1 Cdsar 113.3 · 

start organizing labor~rs in the dii'ferent Unions, and to try to gat:-:.er informa· 
from all of them. Cesar also volu."'!te.ered to :nake contacts •.dth nolicernen in the 
patrol cars, in order· to ' find out thb codes th~y Here using in their radio 

. . .... H 1 . . d + 1 t .I. ' " ., . d t h cornmumca~..1ons. · e ·a so pro::!llse .. o ~ ar~. a searcn !or sa:r ·;, houses an s or~ .. O ! 

and to start checldng Fidel through t he member-a . of the 3indic-J1to Gast:::-ono::ni-:.:u. 
th9.t first meetin~, Brand gave C~:3ar 1,one thousand pesos, to be used for ex!)en3~ 
for the renting of houses. ·. 

Next, Brand madecontact with Beni1b Fernandez. Benito said that he was eag~r 
hel!l and t hat all of us had to gi ·re ¢ur b e3t to overcome our country 1 s si tuati·':) 
Beni t~ offered his . efforts to t r y f'o l find D.Zs. and L.Zs. B~sides- , h e •iol"t.:Lt~~r 
to do s o:::Je recr'-l.i ting. Beni ~o inforrr:?d Brand that r.e Ead an s.ction grou:_J of a co 
fifteen men, already armed.· ' 

Contact '.vas mad~ •d th D.!'. Helio N~rdo Ss.ez. Nardo informed Erand that he had 
alr eady been a proa.ched by peo?l ·~ fro:h i'-h1.1 and Ziy . Lomberto Diaz, • acting, t h e la::.: 
as re:Jresentati"" from Tony Varona 1 s ! . .:;::rouo ; · lhrdo had rofused to ·.;or:-c .,;i tn then 

~ . ........, ! - * 

Brand a. s ked iia.r do to tak~ care of th~ Province ':lf ?inar del Rio as a l::adar of 
, • • . j • . , Cl ' ' • . ., • 

'(le'rl unde;-3;round group, of . wcu ch he \'l ~s go~n6 to oe. one or "t.h~ l~!id::::rs. !·.ar::o a_;; 
to t his, and '?romi:Jed to start looki~5 for D.Zs. and L.Z s . a.:::cl "3.l3o promis~d ·t,> 
... ' ., .1.\ ' t' f . ; . .1. ! ;:; • ., ;:)• . • l ~ · '" · -
l,a~e ca~ .... e or Ld.l~ r~cru~ 1ng o p c~op~ ~ ~n_. ~r..e .. ~ov~nc.e . or ... 1:1ar· a.~ .. -uo • . r:e !.J~n · t,J. 

that h~ ::ad a :f'ri c~ :-d ;-Iho had oe~n a \i et.it.3n~nt in the r~ b .. ~l a!"rily, a!1d '-vho Lad ·:: 
his po s i ti.on c ecaU30 of th~ C-:)lllioU."li3l t~nci~nci~3 oS., th~ .:; 0..,~!'·:-...:::::~nt. Ee toli =.r~ .. 
t:-,E~t t:lia ~x-li:;ut;m~nt could b~co!!le \a 'laluii'ol ~ ':l.i:l3et i I' ivon to our ;;i-io. :-:~ ·::;·~ 
h~ ':!2. '3 ,; oir...; t o tr~r to b:.--in~ this !:l a~ to talk ',vi th 3rii::1d. SranJ _;; a··,~ ~ia;:odo :E'i7~ 
~~ ~s :J}9, . fv r (!~~ .-:~ 3 ~s ~ 
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\ • 4' .+ l. • • ..1., r-.• • • '!""'' , - d 1 · ,- "' T l · .:-.o... · ... :1~ ·.f'i;sv u::cev~ng ~·J:l.t...I1 o ·~nl."ttu ~ .. ~:r"t!":in2 /!Z 1 0:-s.n· a_sv 3!.i ':l ··i~~son _z es·.La::;, 
University student, J..nd son of J ,'J3U3 Igl.es:ia:~. 3::-and inst~·t<;;"7-~d. l~elson to st.?..~-

------------·- ..;.. _ ____ _ q_akin~ some recrui tinga a-t. th~ Uni v~rsi ty. Brand 3.lso L:stn.;.d.ed :;~l3o:n I ;:;leai 
to make the necessary arrangements so Brand could have a J~eetins '.-!i th Jos~ Fer: 
?lanas and Eddy Crewa, members of -'c.l-:e Catholic Youth, students at th~ Universi 
Havana and !:le:nbers ot r.L.0..1 (Artime 1s faction). Brand gave Nel3on on~ hundr -~d pe 
for exnenses. 

i 
1 

~' .. · 

·, ' 
I ' 

A Heek after their first meeting, 3rand s~<:ll' Cesar L:1nci3 again. Cesar said · 
had been making some contactsivith different unions. He also ex~la.ined that up 
that time he had been working with Tony Varona 1 s group;. named 11 lhscate 11

• H., ~x; 
his concern)bout th~ doubl~ role he ·,.,as playing, \-forking ;-;i th Rescata at the . 
time that h ~;rking with Brand.Lancis said that in due cot4rse he could brin6 
friends in Rescate to Brand 1 s organization. Brand said that a week had ela~sed 
no results had been attained and that h~ 1;anted results. Lancis !laid that h~ ~-~~ 

going to have results for the next m~~ting. 
Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a meeting with Jose F~rnandez Planas ar::d 

Eddv Crews. The meeting took place at Fe_r~a_nrie~ __ Pl_;il3,R. Is home in Vedado' Havar.a. 
Brand asked Fernandez Plana 1

3 help in ord~r to get D.Zs. and 1.Z~, and safe i:c 
Though Fernandez ?b.nas agr~ed to h~lp, he was a little bit reluctant becauae ( 
connections ;-;i th NR.G.. He said he was going to talk things over ~..r th his fri~nd:: 
promised to give me an ans• . .,er ih a fe 'li days. :i:·ievertheless, he accepted four hur 
pesos to be used in the renting of safe houses. Brand also asked about the pos~ 
of creating some disturbances at Havana University on the )Oth of September, 
anniversary of Trejo 1s death.They said their chances were slight, because they 
c~uld not burn the people they had at the University in that kind of action. He 
said that in the event of a riot at the University, they ~:tould be crushed by tl: 
colli!Dur.ists and militia, already 1Mll trained, equipped anp. organized,. 

In his next .mo.ning ~-Tith Brand, Nardo b~ought along a man by the name of 
Francisco ']oba'rna. Domingu~z, ex-lieutenent of the ilebel Army. Robayna had been 
member of the _America.n Arrriy, at Fort Di::c:, New Jers~y. He had been to E:urope aa 
member of the .~erican Army. He de3er~ed to ;o to Cuba and join the forces figr. 
Batist~. He became a member of Faure C~n 1 s - ~errillas in thp mountains of La3 

Yilb.s. Robayna said that he was 'l'lillin~ to j ;;in !hrdo a~d Brand 13 effortil. He 
that he had already been working in the recruiting of people. He asaured Brand 
he could count ,.,i th a force of 150 men. P.e also said. that he '·•as going to ge·c D 
Robayna. ;·;as to work under the qrders of r!ardo. 

In hi 3 next oe~ting wi th_ .. Bf~nd, F~:rnand-!!z Planas r~turned th~ four hundred ·: 
he !--.ad previously received:- He said h~ could not tak~ C8:~e o!" th~ renting of s~ 
houil:~s, because the p~opl~ they could use for that, 'flere needed at th;!') i·IRR. ii=v 
since Brand had promised him weapons, he Gaid h•_, •,;ould keep tryi~g to get DoZs. 
L.Zs. Ho said he '•Hinted to see Brand again. 

Benito Ferr.a.ndez saw Brand again. He said that he had talked Hlth his broth~ 
;i}10 had been a V~yor in Santiago de · Cuba. He had also talked ·:ri th Lui3 Ca3ero G 
-..ho had also been a Ha.yor in Santiago de Cuba. They both promL>~ci hi!:l to . :Jtart 
searching for D .. Z3. and L.Zs,. in the south~rn . coa3t of th~ Provin~~ oi' Orient '~~ 

Brand also sa~v Nelson· Iglesias a~ain. He said it had be'='n dif:icult to r!!'cr 
peopl~ at U:~ Vni7-~rsi ty, because everyon~ seemed l-..:> belon3 :1lready to one or2;a 
or a~other. Nevertheles3, he said, !:c had a group of arou~ ten studentJ who w~ 

. l, . t 1 • ... • , • ... , , . , ' ' 1 ' b , . . ... .~ . . ., . 
'.·[l J.:tn;; o 'olor ,( -.v1 .. n lll.:.J, -..r~oug:1 3•)ID~ or '-nern a. r~auy t!.!.ongeu -.o :tes~a7.~. t: ~ ""' 

in contac-'c. '"i th a boy named Solis-,--·-\·iho 1·i,'i.9 h~ad.:.ng 2esca·~~ 1 :; ::-;::-ou~ at tl-:~ Uni Yi!! 

Arour.d th~s.e d:1y3, J o~, a s~mb"r of' the ·::io!!l?::iny ·,tnom E.rand !!s.ci . u~t in ':ia3hi :~ 
"~-' to vi..,.; t B.,...a.nd · .l-t,---;=-;.-;~d. 1 G ]·~+'~ho''3e P~, -=--~; d t~a.t +h::a."tf ,.;.-- .. n· :-r_ -; """, '""'~..:.·~t- :.a.tl. 
- ' '...,.6 • ...... • • • - ... -~- _.. • ~.... ....... '-"" • .. • -_, ~ ........ -- .. • """;, ... - v '' --~ .1. ...... OJ .... l t.., _,.;. .... ,..;} ._, .... 

~::1~ore in -:;~_tting .peopl~ out of C~C .9. to be ?t'Op~rl~l trai~'1ed. Ed ~r -~~ised t~J -

3rand some contacts whic~ ~ould h~lp Bra~d in hi3 ~ctiviti3s. Ti1~~~ promis~a ~ ~ 
~e?t, a~d Brand ~~d~ 30m~ contact3 w~ich ~i l l ~e r ef~rreci to i~ du~ cou~s~. 
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3rand };.s.d bean aski::::.g to see· ~Plinio. Pltr.i·J also had C ·::~r: .:_:;;:: . ~ .. to s-.. ~= -:?. . 

... kJi".l.ro ;.:-: r!,~'-·i :~Jotrt. one of Erand 1s 3af -~ho-uses. Sh,= ca::: c u~-:e day e.:1d told Erar:d ~= 
?li~io rie~dect ·· to s~e hl.::. Ne:ct da:,r, ::-rand \-i -~nt · to 3~e .?lir:.io. ~~t ?lir:io • s saf ·~ 
Brand also oet a man na!!led Juan ~~!endez, also 1-.::no:,..,n as :}eo!"'ge t:~.~ Pilot or- J-::;s :.:! 
('• '• ' .1. h ' ' f d '•' U {I H 

0 0 ~ < L • • L ' · vasano"'tfa • .i..-lena.~z ·'da:; . "' e r1ea.c o o grou? ns.me .f'~" \l•.i.O~I!.z~en":. .. o ."\~1\ .. l·.::o:nums ... a l-: 
cionario). ?linio told Brand of his efforts and how pleased he ':las \'lith th~ ·,.;a 
thir.gs >'iere going on. Plinio also talked about. his plans for the in::nedia"t3 f:.;.t 
and. th~ meeting3 he was ex?eeting to have in the days to C·.)!:le. In ::-etur!'l, Br?.c, 
said that ha was also pleased ~·1i th the ·,·;ay thin2;s ':.f·3re developing. 

In his next ::n~eting with Brand, Hobayna brought a map p·::>inting out a D.Z. T 
Has tho first D.Z. that Brand got. Brand gave Robayr.a a lensa.tic compass so Ro 
could give the exact location of tha next D.Zs. he was trying to get.~obayna. ':f 

full of enthusiasm \·lith the outcome of his efforts. All 'his men Here anxious t. 
into battle. Robayna gave Brand an estinate of the Heapons he need"'d for his 1: 
That list of Heanons was given to the Company in Havana. Roba.yn& also infor:m~d 
that in th:! Province of Pinar del Rio, a majority of the population ',.;as in fav• 
an uprising against Castro. 

--- It should be said by now that all the meetingsheld by Brand were r~ported ~ 
the Company in Hayar.a, al:::ost inmediately after they took place. Brand had b~,-,:r 

instructed in Washington to give a :report each '.-.leek. Actually, re:J:Jrts were s!. "· 
i:1 many oc-.tasions twice and thrice a l:f'eek. ---

By this time, _Brand had met with Sfr~n Rodriguez in several occa_si:~~-· .Efrer 
Rodriguez was contacting and organizing action 5roups to be used in fh.va~a, :ln 
8i ty as well as in t):le Province. A man by tbe name of Rutilio Ramos had been cc 
by him. This man was to lead the men •·re .. ..,ere plannins to use in . an attempt ag:ti 
Fidel's 'lifo .. 3fr~n Rodriguez had also r:;::et penpl~ who g av.e him detailed infor:na 
on the Goverrunent f"rces in Isle of Pines. Rutilio Ra::nos aL~o made some r"oorts 
this. Contacts . \.,rere made by Efren .Rodriguez with action groups _in San Jose . de L 
Lajas, 

Joe sent .Orand some instructions that er.abled Br!l.nd to make contact with a "' 
named Alberto Jor£e Losada Fernande~, who >-larked at the Co::r?ania de EloctrL:id.a 
This Losada was one of the leaders of an organization called 11 rtesistcncia A_sra.:: 

. Though they [l_ad., nen all around the island, their ::Jain force seemed to be in th~ 
Pr:)vince of Pinar del nio. And what see:ned most ir:qorta.nt of all, they had a 2)' 

of fifty CJ<::n already in the :nountains "in ?inar del Rio, in a place na.:::J::d Rio Eo 
In the first !:l~eting ·.d th Losada, i3ra.nd gaV ·:! him 500 ?esos to be used in the 
purchase of supplies for th~ m~n alr~ady i:: the mountains. Brand ~lso instructe· 
Loss.cia to try to organize groups at the ·:::onpania de Elect::-icidad. 'I'heae groups 
to be used in sabotage atfue Electric Company. / Losada agreed to send word to_tt 
l c::ader of the grou9 at the mountains to c ome to Havana to have a meeti~g ~·1i t:1 2 
Losada also ngreed to try to find sooe D.Z3. rir L.2s. - From that day on, Losada 
t{le ~eetin;s >-:i th 2ra.nd would take pl>::o.ce in h1o houaes h~ indicated, lind i>hich 
Brand promptly ap~roved. 
· Jo,~ sent Brand some instructions tnat t!nabled Brand to nako contact Hitn 9. :.:.; ; 

r.!i..'ll!!d Vidal ;-!orale:3, . ..,ho wa:J to provide th~ goon3 that \·Tere promi3-"d . to Brand 8; 
.Jir:1 Bo·,;din. Brand instructed Vidal to organi.z~ his oen s.nd h9.Ye t:i~m. ready f'.-:Jr 
action to be used ·.•hen r~quir~d. Brand also instruct~d. Vidal to start checking 
Carlos rtaf3.~l Rodri :~,..lez, a '.·Iell k:r:.own commu.."li3t, and also to give all t:1e infnr: 
he codd p.ther about the top cor::muni?t3 in Cuba. Vidal a~reed to th.i3. 

I!1 a meeting ;-i i th Losada, he info~ed 3rand tl~~t tl;-:: l<:ad~r of th"' grou? ·at 
2io Ho;"l.:io, a :::"'-n by the :1s.::1~ of T~azaro Santos .\.br~u, . h:J.d bc-::';:'1 :d ll~d i:~ his '-~' 3.~1 
•• • -, ; "" • ' \-, J.. 1 ' r ' ... 1 -'- ... ' ld fia'l~na ~o s~~ ~ra:~a. crana ~.-~n ~o _a ~osaua ~o ~aKe ar ~ angem~n~3 30 brana cou · 
}:a.~'r~ a. ~:1:::}eti..tl.~ :.;i th · ~h :~ ~~ an ~1ho-~ ~ad ~:;ub3titut~d Lazaro :;an:t.o3. 

2l""'3..r..:.!. !:ad a ::'1.~7-t.ing ~ .. ,L t}1 ~·!S~l'.C L8.nCi:3 9.~1d Lo'3~cia, so bo-:--.. h .::l~n ·jould ;~t in +-~ ~·; 
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.:Ln ::;trtlct ed Losada not to . t...-3.1 ~: \ii t;1 Lancis a bottt "th ·~ )eopl:3 . i~1 ~h~ ~.: oL\ .-:lts.ir.s. 
to tal!·-: ·:J i th Lancls only a bout t h e l:l.!Jor~:;--3 at t!1-= s :~ -;;c<:.ri.c !.:;;J t:1 ? 3.L:.:_:r, :,~-:: .J.L.;..J~ 
w~nted Lanci s to orgardz~ the labor section of :uba Libre. 

In hi.:: next s.::"ting; Hi th 3ranq, La r.::i s :r~fus<!d to ts.·;e ahythin:s to C.o : 1i ·~-h 
Ea gave Brand e. ·,.: ri tt~n r.~-oort about Losada and. Lo 3ada 1s bro·;:.~er. z, l s o Horl:i :c 
Electric Co::rpany. The r~?o~t said that Lo:3ada had been a ;rell kr.;>1:1 batistian: 
that he· had been suspected of being an inf,.,rmer for Batista 1s 3ecurit.y forc~s. 
renort also said that Losada '\vas sus'?ected of being a fairy. The :>a:ne reno1·t " 
J.: h .._ . L , I b ... ' , d , . t . II • ' I ·~ . . d ... h . " . . • . . "a ... o8aa.a 3 :ro-.ner •.-~aa a a ru6 a c.J.c ana. a pusner·. ~r3.n c-.. en a:JA:~a : J...Qocl 

th.ere were any doubts about Losada 1s attitude ags.in3t th~ pr-~sen~ Cuban 3o•ter::­
Lancis said that Losada and [t..i s brother ilere considered Ficiel 1s ene~ie3, 1ri. '.:.he 
question. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ,ot the arcy, naoed }.!.inul!ll 
Jesus Hernandez, had boon commisioned by Lancis to establish a net of inform~r 
Lancia also said that he had received several thousand pesos froc Rascate and 
he \·las Hillin6 to return :: the thousand pesos that Brand had given hio. To thi3 
Brand answered nothing. 

. 
:.\.r:.~ the ~~~l:s of .3e?tember, Brand thought he had noticed certain un 

thing.s 3.round ?otin 1s building, where Brand's safehouse was lo.:-at.;:}d. On:! day, 
,,·hen Brand ·.·1a..s entering the buildin6, he haard. a !!Jan a.sh.'i.ng about the people ... , . 
living at the .?enthouse of the building. Tl1is confirmed 3rand 1 s su:>:?icions tha: 
something .. .,.rang vas ,~oins on. Brand left the building and neV•3r ~3.l:le back. It 
tmtii three >~eeks later that Brand found out, through Au6usto Ca.slilmayor;, the 
who had pro·1ided the safe house, that a tennant of the penthouse;:~~o li-;ed in 
of Brand 1s apart.::nent, had been the victim of anextortion. 'l'hi3 had been the um 
atmosphere t{l...at Brand had noticed around the building, because th3.t ten."lallt ha < 
under surveillance by th~ people \·rho subci tted him · to extortion. 

Brand i-lent to live for some days at Juan !·1endez 1;; plac!e. At this safehou.se, 
net a l!lan na:ned J org~ ~~mino, ·,,rho \·iorked with Hendez at EA.>\. Brand put Es?ino i 
~ontact \·lith Nardo; so Sspino 1 s peopl~ in ?inar del ?J.o woUld Hork: und~r the z;U.:. 
of ?.obayna. Espino: s. military chief in Pinar. del Rio <ras a young t:!an by tb.;, ns.::: 
Barrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced h i:n to 2obayn.a. From then on, 'Barrio:J 
in contact h'ith Robayna., and Harking und~r his co!:l!:!and. 

Around thes-e ds.ys, Brand heard that Nendez ;-1as going to hav.3 an int~rYiew ;;:;. 
Priest named Las H"'r~s. Brand ~•ent to "that meeting a.nd asked th.l3 pri"::Jt to go 
Artemisa., in the Province of' ?inar del Rio, :3.':1d contact I·lardo, so ~e 'dould ?Y :P 
Nardo with all the h~lo tha.t the nriesthood co ~ld ~fford to Si7o in the ~r-ovi~c 
Pins.r del Rio. Br3.nd s~w:· Nardo a~d arrang~wents 11ere w ~:l.e in ,such a Hay' tl:8.t h 
dici 3:!e Fat!:ler Las Heras. From then on, . it ·,-;as thdr busineas to k.-,~? in touch. 
At tha r:rreeting Hi th Father Las fieraa, Brand :::et a physi cb.n nam_ed Dr. bon L~:.:u 
identified himself as a delegate from Crgani zaci.on Occid~ntal .;,nticomur.ista ( CC . 
A feH daya later, 3rand introduced Nardo to Dr .. Leon Lo;:.::JU3, so Leon '·.'ould hel;> 
in the Province of .?inar del Rico Later or.i, !3r3.nd i.ntr0duc~d Leon L::mu3 to :\oba 
00..\. 1s mi li ta~y chit)f in the Province of ?inar del ?.io '<la3 a young ;:Jan .n ... med Cru: 
T:ns Cruz Blanco i-19.9 introduc~d to Roo'lyna by Leon Ler:::us. From·th~·n e~ Cruz =31 
'·laS to work U."lder tho orders of Roba:rna.. It is on account. of all the3" ·:.:-~nt.a.ct3 
;-:~re giv~n to Ro;.nyna, that in the la3t r::e3sage t ~1at Ho cayr.a s l~nt to 2r3.nd t :1ro ' 
Hardo, he c laim.~d to ~ave six hundr~d ;:J~n under hi3 co:r.mand. And h~ s \l.id t h..'.l.t ~:: 

Has a con3~rra.tive fi;ur~. Nardo commented t ;:at in "Jrde::­
conser-rati'fe, h~ would say that Robayna l:!3.d fi?e hund r~d 
fi gure is a.ccepted by Brand as .;oodo 
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By the fir3t days of Se,tember 3r~nd had set Dr. Boiolfo H~nriau~z L~uranza • 
a !.-fell 1.cno;.·ir1 Cuball d.~nt.ist. ~rhis \i._~?:lt_i_st l ~~r(:. hi.s ::-~o~.3c ~:-. ar::; t .i::;es so that it. 
he used fo:c Brand's c~etings ·di t11 .S~::1i t.o Fer~s.rld.ez ... B:'ar.d also U3ed I-!e:: .~~iquez ~ 
treasurer., dhe"t:=ver Brand r;::cei v~d ::on.ey L·om th~ Co:::~?any, he took it to E:m~·i · 

~n order to avoid a he13.v~r loss of woney :!.f Brand was ca!Jtur~d. L1 on·~ of the :::: 
',·rith Benito Fernandez, Brand met a !Jan na:::~ed Jos~ Caba7I'!:!,--.,,ho had 0een a stocl 
at the Coo?erativa de Omnibus Aliados. Tr~s Cab~nas had hundreds of friends ate 
drivers and conductors o£ bussea in f.a.Yana. Ca.'oanas ?romised to get safehou:l<!tS 
storehouse3. H~ also p:-omi3~d to or;a:::iz~ group:l a::ong th.:::: d~·ivers and cor!duct, 
Havana. He also said that he was ,going to give Brand a driv~r. Brand gave Cabai 
620 pesos • 

• :\. few days later .Brandmet Luis Alvarez, a former bus d'I'J.·1":l~f, ~n.4.,·.,·lho fror::~ i · . -:L:. y -lll ,.. e~t,S n.,.ov-~ ~ 
became Brand 1s driver. This Luis Alvar~z had been recomrnendea .~ y~ aba.nas""and:~ 
be a courageous, dedicated and fai tl->..ful companion• · · 

In a. new meeting with Jose Fernandez Planas, Brand met a young physician knc 
Ans~lmo. In this meeting they said they had found a D.Z. and that they >'lere go:i 
give Brand a ::nap pointing out the exact location of th~ place. They asked '·"hie} 
•·reapons could Brand provide. Brand :r:Jentioned all the weapons~ he hod:la.d been p::-: 
and commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fifteen days af 
the r=ap had reached his hands. The boys promised to .:IiVe the map in short netic 
Th~se boys also wa~'1teci to establish ·contact with Brand 1 s people in Pinar del Hi 

Some days later Brand received a very detailed !!:ap of a L.Z •. in the south~rr 
coast of the Province of Pinar del Rio. It >vas sent to the Company right away. 

By this time Robayna.s had sent Brand the locationof another D.Z. By then , 
kept asking about the \veapons, and he kept saying that (..is !!len wer;, anxious to 
the equipment and start fighting. 

Through Zmilio Rodriguez Brand met an American known as 'dillill.!D ';'iebster. Tr~ 
was to put Brand in contact 'ili th a group of' a friend of Brand 'iho had gone to } 
naned Haria Hassip. Through ·~·iebste::-1 Brand met a man alre9.dy known to rum t'or i!:a 
years. TlU.s r:an 1s n9Jlle is Si!!ion Yabre. Simon Yabre wa3 to put Brand in contact 
l·lario Hassip 1s group. By this time 3rand had become a. little bit uneasy about t 
lack of ne":J from Ji::n Eo~-1din, and k~pt asking lliilio Rodrigu~z about the deli T! 

of . H~apons. ·"Smilio Rodrigu~z al•;-;ays s.ns:-1ered ths:t he knew nothing about it, th:'l. 
always delivered "::lY reports but ~ould not tell ne what th~ policies of the Co::n::l 
were in that respect. 

Through !debater, Brand made contact 1.-iith a ·,·teal t!:y and V?:ry well k:nown cuban 
Silvio de Card;nas. 3ilvio d~ Cardenas said that he was one of the l~~ders of a 
h~aded by Jose Ignacio Rivero and Antonio Rubio Padilla. He aaid, a!1d Brar:d b~l 
to b~ tr:~ exact ·truth, that th~y had connectiona along tha t·1hol~ i:;l:1.nd ~·~i th ~.;e 

ki:oHn and respect~d p;:,oj)le. That the:r could provide fincas ar.d t;:-an3portation • 
. \. . d d . d ... d . d . .J. h ,, . ' ' ., t..1ey ··ran·t.e ;,as l·;~apons an .guJ. ance • .::ran ?ro;':lJ.Se co ........ .Ln::-ough 1:-D~ Go!:lpa:::1y, 
d~ys later, Silvio de Car~ena~ provided two D.Zsa Brand ruet 3ilvio de Carde~i3 
fi~e ~is~s more. Cardona3 gave a list of the weapons his friend3 need3d. Brand 

One day Brand got word that there wa3 ~oing to b~ a naeting at ?lini~ 1 3 saf~ 
P ·::o?l:) i'rom the Front 1-1ero suppqsed to .so to ~~h:1.t meeting. Bra~d 'ias invit:!!d to 
- . . d . . . , 1 . , .l ... n "'' ... "' .. T • ' t ':>l .• . .t;;r::tna. s::-n-c. '.ror . s3.y1ng n"! S!Hf no reason 'tiny .. 1e ::.au --o .';;o l.D?, ·- :.Jeev'l.nc,, . .::...;. ~ _.!.n: 
in3isted on Brand 1s attendanc~. Br~nd went to the meeting. There he 3~~ Plinio~ 
Sfr~n Rodriguez, Jorge Ss?ino, Francisco 3antia.;o, J:.<an ?·iend~z and J;)e. ?lans '' 
se.::t to coordinat~ the OA and the Front 1 a effort3 to hdr,> Plini0 in the i:lOU. • .r1\.ai::-. 
It ,,"~·~.:; establish-~d alsO tha~ 2rand ~ .. ;-ould coo~ -:"iinat -~ hi3 ·men in ?i.!1ar C.!!l 2io -lti 
-the m~n t~e Front could Drovid3 • 
. 'T'l-.,..l""'o :-t... ~ ... ,; l • ;::: d-... ; ·a1•a.,.P . ':)~ ;.,M ··.·~-t· _...; ·. . ~d ."l -;--•-,.... ,.~ T.-r -·.td ·r-_. ~1· ~ . ,... i:'l~_.:, • -- _ •. .--..U:::, .. ~".--~0 .,o ~-6'-'~"'"t .w.:t •. ~ ..:.~ c~ :Jan nar:Jv .. ~-. .-~~ ·"'0 - .... 'i-""--• ·- ·'· T1.~·~ 

i .!. .... 1 .~ ::r.,·~ct· """""' '- ~ t,. d h.- .. n ""~·~: "'•d "·1 ·-~'hoJ.a-· ·"·rr1 · "},.~'!- 't-· ~ ,,;,..; ·- ·,. ·--un" ·) C(~ ""1<'" . .,. ·· 
1 ~-' ~ ....... ~ ·A. ~ lJ<>.:.--~ ,:.,;..•.J ~ .. ;3,. -"-J ·...- l...;. o,.~ ... J_, ~.:. ::J .~;.; _'ll ~ '...J :;~...,,.J, v-. ... .:::a..... .!¥ ........ """ :.;1,_ V U. '- ~ 

f o:t·Ganiz -:!d in ti1'.! Ci·t.:r and Provi~-:.c~ of Eavana. E!"'in;d · tol,i r.lm t.l:at i ~ du" co . ..- ..j __ • 

';!.:!'3.:)ons :J.nd 33.bot.i:r" o.nd ::.:1c~ndial'Y :.:at~rials .muld b~ ;J!'"·::>Yi.:ie:d :u:d :.::.3.t all L:: 
• · •• 1 l . 

r:a:i t0 cio ';19.3 to keep th~ir :c:en or;J.r:3..:-c~d and t .~a:i.y to t:nt ~·r ;_nt.o action ·.·h~n ;:, 
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By this ti~e, Br~~d had met a man kno~n as Roberto Al7a~~z, wno ~ad a red j 
and who said he had -been trained in intelligence work, and that he had been in 
for several years. This man was introduced to Brand by Sruilio ?.odrigu~z. Robel' 
'das to help Brand in anything Brand would r·equire of him. Erand found that Rob 
\·ras available only after 5 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays .. Brand found. thi3 
Alvarez to be. a sensible, educated and cal::ned indiyidual. Brand told. t}J.:,3 -c:an 
he Hould fini something r:'or him to do. 

Cabanas had given by now four safdhouses •. These saf'ehouses. ivere alre9.dy inh 
but the families living there were to receive- anyone in nee!kof a safehouse .. I 
of those houses Brand li·red for two weeks. Another of those houses - 'rfas ·used as 
safehouse for meetings. 

Through Cabanas and B~mito Fernandez, Brand ::~et a nian named Oscar Rodriguez 
This man claimed to be one of the leaders· of an organizations in th~ Province 
Oriente. They were willing to work provid~d they ;>ere supplied >fi th >·r~a.pons. B 
found the man to be honest, but dumb and Un~xperienced .. · Nev..-,rtheless, Brand ir: 
-- this man to keen in touch with Cabanas. 

By this ti:oe, Br~nd had become a little bit t.t1·1easy 'about his rt:.s_suise. DttrL~: 
perambullol.tions around town, Brand. h3.d :oet by c!1ance with rr:any old f::-:i,ends., Non.~ 

them recogniz~d Brand. One day, however, a boy n9.!lled JJodaJ, ::Jember of Tripl::t A 
saw Brand in a drugstore and recognized r.im •. 1.ihen Br""-n~ ;.;~nt. out, 3rand notic·~( 
that two men in a car were WS:tching him. The car •..rent around the block and staj 
to follow Brand. \i'hen. the car approached Brand sa~., Nodal and ~~-.1.'-'?:t'l __ _!~_!:..!-.ip~~' ~ 
member of Triple A. Silvio call~d Brand and insisted on ha:,ring a :neeting '.-.ith. ] 
Brand >-;as ::ad to see hmo~ irresnonsi ble and ihdi scr:e~t these fellowa i.;ere. Bran• 
them an appointment, but Brand' didn't attend to it. Brand had become uneg,sy ab: 
the disguise because, although B,.:'fas using a s~cond hairpiec.-,, it looked awful 
bad, and nany fri~nds had \ofarned Brand t'c..at the hairpiec"e looked. a fil~ from a 1 

a.faro They al3o said that the moustache looked too dark. Brand 1s conclusion ab• 
this is what follo•,s :l)'l'he disguise 'das very good, but hai:::-pieces don't last lo: 
in Cuba •a cli:::na:t:.e. If one >>ears them daily, as 3rand did, ':-.hey 'lr'~· no-t good fo_ 
more than t~.,elve or fifteen days. 2) Tho disguise Has good aa .!ong as it :nad~ 
a different man, but it was bad because it had too distincti vo f"atur~s, that : 
that if tho police radioad a de9cription of a man with ,,,ry dark hai~, ver:r da.. 
rnou3tache, and a pair of somoho'"' unusual glasses, it is- jur~ ~rwugh that Brand. 
going to be caught. It_ is Brand 1s .:>pinion that if a man is t..;, ·.•e!l.r a disguis~ 
a long period of' time, this disguise :.~hould. not ha''" distL.1ctiYe i'·!atur~~. It 
ce difficult to describe the :man in disguise. Thla is i'l}:q from the v~ry fir:3t 
in 3ep"te!:!ltler Brand kept '3.aking Jim to send Karl to C:ub!l. Brand wanted to be d.i· 
in a different uay. Anothar thing about disgui:>e3: · the ?er3on in di3guise s£-.ou 
ah;aya have enough materials at hanli. In :::Jany occasUma;;;the r-~placement3 r-.or me· 
took too long to arrive to Cuba. Th~ last ten moustaghes were r~ceived in very 
shape and '.-rere so bad that Brand tr10t12;ht they had not been Dad~ by Ka::--1, or t.i1: 
Karl had nade them in a hurry. 

3 "'-' • .i..• 0""1 d ).., • 1 ,.< t " • ..., "'- 1 . • -'- ' •.; y ... rn 3 ~.une ,e:,ran- .• aa a.:.reau.y ne J I·Lq_rl ') · ::.sco ... o a h:nO!¥n cons!'~.:~ ·~or e.na o.._,_. 
friend of Brand. Escoto Ha3 Aur~liano Is rep~es~ntati v~ in Cuba, ar.d· the :nan .in 
charge of Triple A. -3rand offered H~a.pons to 'Escoto, prO'I'ii~d S3coto :;a'f,~ D!ZJ 
Escoto s9.id l1e had to cori3ult tl:is 1rlith ~\.ureli:J.no, but _;~~~~~ttil~~r·~·s·s··;··--h:::! :3:3-:ld. :-~--~ 

. ~as ~oing to send Br9.?d a l:JaCJ 1-1i~h ~~e '!:<a~_t ~-?-cat:L~.~-o~~-~ 2·~-· }rand. ;Is? o~~­
~sco~o any nonay he ~1;ht ne~d, out ~~co~o 3~~a he dldn'~ neea ~oney. R~ ~~?L~ 
•· ... ,. + h~ · · :l -~ .... ca:a ..,.. -· :ia....i ~. 0 +h. 11 +h·-• .,..,~ · ~-y ~- ~~ ... ~d~ad f'o~- ~ .. ~ · ... :-:: 1,-~-1.· ,,..; ~ ~L-3 !,!_a..., ... .!-., :13. 1 v ..... _.n p .. Ol.fl-.... -_.y, _./lvL _ 9.....,.,~, -# .... ...., c ... Qn._ ~.;,e .... ,_ .. _ '../ ..... - -u .. ::l .•.-....-J .:...to. . ._,· 0 

3~r t1'1is ti:ue, Brand had noti::'"'i·:~d tne Gom'?any t:l~t all l-"~3 n~n ~~~r--~ t-:J ':;or~{ 
the .::ad.~ of 11 Cuba Libr• 11 a...,r~- +,,.,a.~ +'~~ ~· n:r::-ani~a+1on ··.jaa :~rc·1 n·.:t ~o t~ l-3C/::y -....... 

- .._ ',- .::..: ..... t.... ... - .. ,."" -.'""l ....... :;)T' ...... ,;·~· .... .-...4·-"'\ .... _ .,- .. ~-. ~. -. ,..~ '"' ~- _- .f4 

Beni ~-0 ?-!'!":':.and~z '· J 030 :::a.oanas' h.~ l.Lo L.ar:to' '"l I:: ~QO .i.. c:.J.';\.:.lr 1"(!' 'l.nu_, . .::~u __ • __ _ ---.. --.... 
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:~~~~0~.7_)1, Vi da l l·I~ :al~s ~ Br~~~--~cct a,_2:2_~~ ~-::.~~~- -~ C;.~~ -m ~ :]~ ~J~ ~ 7~ :\~:~z ~ Go~i -~a ·.~!3.: ?:· 
ot t.t:.e l~ai.J. .~Ls e.t ~n~ L;n~on Vlna·tera i' iaCl0~'1al, an assoc:..~~J.Ol1 ·JI : rJ..l1-:: ~ :t c..us-c.z-! -J.:il 

!:;ru_nci. sa·~·7 Cio1!Jila three ti!~es. J·o:-:ila of~ -':!:-ed to 6~t t:-te C.~fection of the Under :3:: 
of the Treasury (Subsecr!:tario de Hacit!nda), Dr. I s ra~l Rodriguez. He a lso s .:J..i d t 
h:: could get t':-le defection of one of the members of the 3uprem~ Court, rthose n-:l:l'le 
:='r::.~ ~ d -~o~ ~., not Tem~mo~r r.o'"• Go!:Iil~ a lso ·sai-do Go!jila }-:.ad also mad ·.) co11tacts . ~ . ..;i tl 
Gs.? t :J..in of the Army, stationed in Santia5o, nameci. ·~uintana l·l~na. This c::J.ptain ha ~ 
a !.1ember of the G-2· and he want~d to cooperate 11i th the forces fi;shtin6 Castro. I 
inst :-ucteci. .Gomila to get intelligence reports f'rom this Captain, and also fro!!l tl­
.3ubsecr~ta:-io de Haci~nda a.nd from the !'lemb~r of' t :-,e Supreme Cou;t. Gomila Hent t 
.3an7..iago de Cuba. to see the Captain, but Brand doe3 not k.'10 'r1 the oucome of their 
:r:~eting, because Brand didn't see Gomila again • 

On~ day 3rarid went to Fernandez Plana. 1 s house to have a meeting •rii th the milit 
c hi '!f' of t :1e Front' in the Provinco of Pinar d~l Rio. Brand felt - -h~ l:ad noticed so;:; 
surveillance around the olace. \•/hen 3rand told this to Fernandez Plana and his fr 
they ad.o?ted a s ome•-ihat t~e-don 1t-belieYe-in-ghost3 atti ~ude. Tl1ey told Brand tha+ 
·.-; -e r·~ .:::;oing to see t .he !'!lan from ?inar d~l Rio in a diff ere::J t place. They offered 
L·a""1sportation fw :S::-and. ·Brand ':lent 1-ri th Anselr;;o, ~-:hose car Has parked in fro!'lt 
F.;rnandez Plana. 1s ho:..lse. After Anselmo had been driYing for a ;·;hile, Er'lnd asked 
ii' he ,.,a3 looking t!1rough the rear !?lirror, to see if th~y ha.d been follo•lfed. A f ( 
seconds after this remark, ·Anseli::Jo said that a car was after them. Brani tb~niinst 
Anselmo not to go to the meeting place. They began dri vin:;?; around to;..-n, and. tho c 
ke?t after them. Finally they went to Calixto Garcia 1a no s r>i tal. Brand ·,.;ent ir.to 
ouil<iing, took off his moustache and g lasses and Hent ou.t by th~ sa.!:!e d.oor ~1e h ac 
to co::Je in. The men ·.-;ho had been follo1-1ing them ,,.;~re there, but it see:ns they di( 
recog nized Brand, Hho v;alked away. 

Around thes" days, while Brand Wa3 g oing to a mee"t.J.ng, he saw in the streets s 
fri:!nd of his, ?uncho Varona, a fello~oi conspirator agair.st Jatista. i3rand tnV.itac 
to ., com~ in:i:.o th~ car. They talked for a fe1-1 minutes and sat a date and -qlace fvr 
C .!~ting. Three days after that, . Varona r.:et Bra::1d. Varona. infornod 3rand. t~1at :1. f : 
da~r s before an ai-rplane had :irop]i>ad e quipment at Sl Ssca.mbray, a nd that ti1e equi ~ 
had b~en caught by Fidel's forces. Brand asked some D.Zs. from Va~·ona. Va::-ona pre 
to get tC:.em, buthe looked ::;uite skentical atout many thing s . 3rand told hlm. 

The r!~xt time Brand saw i3eni to F~r r:and~z, he said that ?linio :.s ::~othor 1--.ad v~ , 
hir:1, c: ui i:.e nervous, saying that his ~·?n had been ca'Jtur,~d at ::::1 ::!:scambra.:z:··· 3e:'1i t; 
h~r that t hat was not true. .~ 

?ri or t o tlu s ;neeting, Benito Fernandez !->.ad L1t::.·oduced ~to 3ran<l t · .. ;o tri ~r:J.:3 oi 
'''"- :::1-~ d . :~·c:r' ·J :.1e 3arro so, and anoth~r vounq: man by· th~ · r:am~ of Cru z ¥>''th.;:~ L -.:hnti:"i .:;c 

~ ~ . --- -
th~~3elv~s a~ fri~nds of Nino Diaz. Brand offer~d them help, and asked t hem to C( 

t heir ef;:·orts -.Ji th Brand in t h e ?rovinco o f ?im.r d."l J io. They said th~t th~y !:: 
tal k those thing s '.ii th Iano Diaz befo re ma~dn6 any .d"fini t3 arrangement. T:1~y s -;~ 
Cruz ';'/3.:3 going to l'Iiami to s~~ Nino Dia.a. They wanted Brrmci. to ostabli:3h ·cone. fi 
Ni .:1o Diaz s o b6~- :::J ight trust Brand. ? rand sent .a flash to Jim Bowdin, asicir:g ~.i 
e s t ablish .3rand 1 s bona f'id~ 1-dth Nino Diaz. ~lany day3 ?ass~d by, and 3r_a.r.d 'da3 . :­

a":::le to continu~ negotiation3, oecauile no uns\.,er ."!v e r c3J:l-e ::'"'roM Jim 3o;..'di!'l or .," 
=~:n·~~r of t l1e 8or:1pany. P:rior to tb.i3 ~ ecti ~:g '.-Ji-th .Sarro'?o a~~d Gruz, -Brand had · l-.i. a 

'J. . f l r s t :: e~ti:1g ~"i t l1 Earroao. Seni to f\~~na~dez -kne~c~ tl!a t 3.r-arr~so a~td Crt.tz ~1aci 2~a 
r·~ . .".! .. -:l-..-l~n : -.r~a:Jons in Ha~r~l1...a. 

··n,r""'1.'"" 1:1. Loaada. B·.-and 'n-+ a man n :a::.1ed Ju.:.~.n Tabran~3. Tlyi s c::an Tabr':in~3 :.;~ -·~· '"' "::;,. ' ... .. .._,... ... _ f; • 

: :: ~~ 1 ·:, <.<. -.i :~r.:> ·:>:f" H~sistenc: a Ag r'i.!JjOnte 11
• LoJada :1ad. L:f'or:n~d > . .:.::::1 of' h i s (bal~~ 

.2 :.:-:J. ~;::\ . :-:~ :3Ri d t }:at i~ o ni~r to s et :J. fi ;-;al 0 .'j ::""!~m~nt '·; i tn "C\.:ta. Lib"t .! t: .' 1 :-~o-!'r :.~~ -~ 
.~_r::.., : ·; t :: D. ~ :~:-i:: na!J:!d ?~os3-'l, 7 

.. .: ho i :-J · livt n~ in t.L-':! Urri.: ~d -3:. a t~3. Tabra:1~3 --.J .t'lo.-­

·;:. o -:::~y:.; :.:: -to a~1 ~1. ?- r~~m~·nt· ;;-ri tl1 S~a :1d. 
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s~; -t h ts t ime, Er:i.~d ba3 r •.!Cei'\red irlfo :r;-:ati-on th:roug;h Ca~at:as of the fr~qtl:!.r:.t 
0f fl3..ul Ftaul CaGtro to t}1~ ~21bassy c f Cl-1-ecoe3lofraquia. 1

i·!t! ti'ied ~ut could not r(=; · 
' . th ... t 6 ' , . . '- ... ' ~ . . . •. 1- .L 1 1 ' not1se acroos e s~.,ree. _.ra:c:Cl .r.."~ael ~ns ~.~ru.c ... ea. .. ~.oo ~:rt.o .. '"\_varez ~o ma,.ce a. p .... an roc 
casing of th~ place and also for the ldllin~. The hand3 of the prof ~ e3sional co~ 
seen in the instruction:3 given by: 'tob -~rto .Uvarez. At las t, ;.;e t;ot \·:or-d th.at .?.a ; 
Castro i'ias goini!; to live in Ori~nt~, and since · we ·,;ere not a~l~ to rent the hous , 
th~ ?lan was dropped. 

In his lust me-=ting Hith Brand, Ce~a:c Lancis l:aJ in.f'o 2·:ned him of the po33ioiL 
of' ki.lling F5.del at the National Hotel, where he used to go to ha'fe· dinner 1·ri th ·• 
empl()yees. Tc..is ~·ras also told to Roberto Alvarez, >·lho began t(linking about plar..3 

· regarding the National Hotel and Pekin Restaurant. 
RU!Iiors began to.:•sproad around town that Plir..io ha.d b"en captur~d some•.oh~ro nes 

El Escambray mountains. 
r·leanwhi le, Cabanas had se~n Brand several ti!:les, and had informed him ot tho 

recrui ting!l he had ::nade for Cuba Libra nnong the drivers and conductors of Coo):)=:r :~ 

de Cmni bus Alis.do.s. 
Finally, th~ newspapers in to\·Fn ?Ublished some :-ictures of' Plinio Prieto after 

captur~ near El Escambray. The su~mary trials began. The day befor~ the execution~ 
is, the 11th of October, lliilio Rodriguez came to see Brand. He infor::ned Brand th:;. 
Juan Nendez 1 and some other groU!)S .... ,~re goin~ to start shooting aro~d town in ord :-: 

. !,)rove the .,Go.,~rnm"nt that the Cuban People Has a ga i nst the executions, and on the 
of the rebels. ~:::Jilio Rodriguez asked B::-!lnd how many men could he give to start st 
arou.."ld to·.-~n. Brand answered that he had no men available for that. :::milia Rodrigu~ 
asked if Brand had any men available to try to rescue Plinio. Brand an~red that n 
could giv~ armed men for that pur?ose. 2milio i=\odriguez also asked about Brand's 
possibilities in men to help in an attem?t against Fidel r s life at ~rulgob!l. Brand 
an:n'fered that h,~ could give armed men for that a.ction.The '\!e-rnust-do-somethinga s. 
( II "" . ' l II ·) • -'- h t . • • th _,_ ' • • -" ... <:nemos CjUe nacer a ;o , l.S :.. e '.·wrs "C.~'11.i'ls .a ... can nappen 1.n a cons!J"Lracy. 'it.cJ 

3rar:d realized that all the les.d$~S in t_he dif':ferent irc;.r?s 'da.nted to · start shooti 
'.-li7..::o: .. rt:. ;::>l :-~:-:3 or any defir..i te pur~ose, Brand began to have strong doubts about t::e 
seriowH~~3s or coordination of th" ;!!"forts tha-t were undar Hay. 

After Plinio 13 execution, morals CXDe to an all time loN. Brand instruct~d C'A:.: 
to start sabotage on the busses in Havar.a. Brand :Jent a flash to Ji::~ 3o·t~din insi3t 
on the urgency of receiving incendiary and demolition materials. !io ans· . .,er. In t..::.e 

bet·,.,een the 17th ·and the 24th of Oct.o ber, ::::ore than one hU.."'ldred busses ~'I ere d.a:na·g; ·'; 
Havana. by pouring starch or emery L"l the radi9 .. tors • 

.3eni to Fernandez had infon!!ed Brand -!:.ha. t Guido Gonzalez Bustamante had. · s·~en Be:: 
r:.~1d had inc;uir~d about Brand 1s •.o~hereabouts. oeni -':.o said th~t Brar:d ;·;as out of C:u.'c:8 
Guido then said that l·Iig;uel Isa Fresneda, a fo.roer f:-iend ot"' 2<and and :7r(!:sently 
holding a high position at the him sterio de Go bernacion, had info.r::nod Guido tha·c 
'das in Havana, under disguis~, and off!lring con~y and \•!eapons to dif:fer"nt 1 ... mder;r 
organizations. Isa 1s son in la~o~, nam;:,d Nelson Barro8o, H~s a !!lernber .of th~ Judici:1 
p,)lic~ in Cub~. 

i<ear.while, Nano Alonso, former member of the ~·~rrny, and present -=~m!Jer · o!"' the F::· 
in th~ ?rovince of ?inar del ?J.o,had s~nt a cesaage to Dr. Nardo. In. -that t:J;o,3S3..7,; '~ 

i"·hrdo, . .:...lonso ~a;_d: 1

1
1 ~t is a sham~ that :rou re:f'us_,d t o 11ork "\·ii th us 3.t t~~ ?.::-o n':. , 

' • tt .JQ•ll"Se a . d b . h ..., t' ' . . d .._ , d . - ~ ' .. I:9.Ye pornn ea '-O o~ eccnv.!' :r t. e rr.an or A~e .c:al.rpJ..eC" an .,r-,e ::,rea n:::ou::i· •• acc.~". 

answ~red saying that he had known the ~a.n of the hai::-pi~ce for ~any y~a.ra, and th~ 
~an· n~ver tried to d~ceive anyone. 

Brand Lad n~v~r contacted or ::;ent r:Je39ag~3 e), th~r to N R.no .Alon3o. or to l-~i;u-::l c· 

F~·~~neda . • 
Cne :J. .f't .~rnoon, around the loth of Cctob~r, ·;:: hil~ Brand· :i·3.s in a ~a~· d riv ,~n bv 

f'ifa ?o~tt15.al, _a ~.·/oman em?loy~e o7., t1:1~. ::1-~c~ri:: :.:.;:n?any, 3r:J.nd noti .G ·~d t ·ha"t, t::.~-~-~ 
n, 1·! .,_.,.,., .. ,... ~ ·.--. , ·, ..1., ·~ 1 ~ r .: .-.- • ~.; ._-..;. •1-.. .. .1., _ · • . - ,. L. l • ( ... \ J.. .. . Jr... ' 
:---D--~.--~.'""'-·--4-· .... 1" a .?-i .... o .... a _, , ._. .. e lr!..>..:...:Jv~n .j._y a~..d .. ~lt! .:) a_~, r'.i...l ·:n • . ~ · ;:: ~ oa· ... . "':oJ. C.l.r --:.; .~r!~., ::.:.n. ~ -';"!. 

s~.f .)(:ouse _, 
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th= block~ 3~for~ ~h~y 
at Hot:l 1fi 3t~ ~~l ~--!f.!·. 

co t~li ;et t .. o 

:Next cia:y, Bra.n.d We!"lt to on~ of ~j_s sa.f·~houses to tr~r to ~s.l(-e a:-1 ay)pointr:::nt ~-Ii·' 
"" · 1' n d · '"""· .... ' , 1 1 ... d · ,_ ~ · -- 1 ., ' ... , .C.,'!n.l ~o l.o · !""l.;:?;U~z. J.n~ s sai enous e· ;·;as "lery ''~ ·:!.... o ca \.,e , Ctr~ bra~!C.. !1 -~'trer -l.Aea. '"'~1 -~ 

\-;ay in which 1>!onte, a cuban employee of' th~ Com~ill~, had built up the co•fer for t : 
saf'~h~us¢. 1:1hen Brand reached . this apartment, he found th.at it ho..d been sealed by 
the lo7err.ni~nt, as it. had been cion;, with hunJ.r~ds c £' empt.y .. : . apa.:atm~n·t.$ in tho :!i ~;y 
That didn 1t prove anything, except that the cover had r.ot been •.vell built '-'-o• 

Brand made an appointment •t~i th Emilio Rodriguez. Both sta.:rted \'falking arou.."ld. t l 
city for aoout two hours. Brand told Emilio that. h¢ had decided to discontinues Ope 

and c.ome to i'/ashington to see Jim Bowdin. 
Brand th~n went to see Alfredo Izaguirre, and stayed at his plac~ fo~ a weak. J 

the meantime, and through Iza6uirro 1s friendSat the Emb~ssy, Brand sent a flash t, 
Ji:m Bo•lfdin, informig him of Brand~ s docision to discontinue O?erations. At. tho en1 
of that '.>eek, Alfredo Izag'...dr::-e return~d horne on~ r.:i ght qui ta upset and told Bran; 
that it ~'las better for him to go to live somewhere elae. 

Through Benito Fernsmdez, Brand made contac ~ Hith a v~ry Hell kno'.·m ph:f3ici~n ; 
Dr .. .3err.ardo i-iih.n~s. Though Br!i.nd had decided to di3cantinue O?~rations, he recr'. 
Dr. }·Iila.nes, 1-1ho Has willing to bring · a ;:group of about 50 of his fellow physician; 
to · . .-ork ' . .;i th :Juba .Li bre. 

But then, Benito Fernandez ca..::~o to aee Brand and told him that Nino Dia.z \ia3 i' 
3antia6o, r:aking contacts with different groups. Since Brand r.ad been told by .j'b£ 
Iza~~ that he, Izaguirre, had been approached by Haj or Eumberto Sari i-L'SI.r\!tl \·il 

{ c.diSitllo have thr"e other majors 1·rilling to reYolt i'g-!ii'nst.the Go~rernment,'--Br:Hlc 
U'-'cid.ed inmediately to go to Oriente and tr;;· to put Nino Diaz in contact with Sor: 

/1 :.:.-cJ-1 I . ~rw, because Sori I·farin had also stated that he hdd~Loo mw, and that he could 
}" . ;., U.;"- ·control 14 kilo ters oli the southern . coas!- i__!L.Qr.L~~~· Bra~d .. .,.ant to 9ee Izaguir­
hl'r~t)ilf and asked l>..i:::a to esta.bl:l..s contact .,..,:[-th Sori !·farin and t.::ll loi.:n that. Brand ~•anted 

1 see him, either in F..a.vana. or in Ori:mte ~ ?-fiasurrre then told Brand, quite bluntly 
trL"J..t bis friends at the Embassy didn 1t know '"ho Brand ;vas, and had advi3ed b..ir:l to 
cii3conti.nue (l.is contacts Hi th Br9.nd until th::'!y could find out 11ho Bran w.u. Brand 
left Izaguirro 1a house in a rageG Ten dQya r.ad ~la?sed from the day Brand s~nt th­
f'lash to Jim !3o• . .,rdin, al'ld, nevertheless, Izaguirre 1 s friends at the Sr:lbas3y did.n 1t 
kno;; a::d had not been able to find out, \·!!'l.o Brand. Has. 

Brand th~n went to see Z:nilio nod!'iguez to inqui!"e aoout. tC.e Company's pr~p~ra 
·to take Brand out of tL~ country. E.R.. said t!-..a.t h<! had. not rec~iv~d an 3.TI3W~r o :1 

but. "L.hat they, the peopl" from the Com?any, had s .~nt ·0, 5000 pesos. 
3·3::--.i to Fernandez orot:.ght Brand a ·1ery d.etai led :nap poi!'ltL:g out a D.,Z • . at. or ~'· 

La. Go h~cns.dora, in t he north::'!rn coast or"' :?inar d~l Hio. Tl:::! nap '.las s~nt to the· 
Company right a',;s.y~ Cabar!as informed Bi:-and tr.at steps had baen ta.:~n to pro(i1.J.Ce 

9abotag e at· tl1e oain Cigar Factori~9 in Eavana.. 
E,rand t~en .:;a~., Xa.r:io for t he la::>t th::e. Nardo ~.,as .hl 6hly p b!ised with t~e riay 

t£>..ir:gs \·rer~ going on in th~ Provine~ •D:? ?inar d(!l Rio 7 thou:;h h~ in:'orm~d 3rand t 
2obayna ','/3.3 in d.es('air b~cau:3e he: 'had not r~cei-..red t:1e ',ieS.?Or13 'that had o:~on p roc:: 
to !!.i!:l. 

~o ntact 

1 
co1..1...r.tr~r. 

3:r thi :J ti l:Je, t~e 1-i..airpi~ce looked a •;fully b::d. · .l.l xci .s t rw :; lu~ ·.<a3 l ~ .:'t, 1~ nd 
I ~~ l: e l :.1. st :=ou::>ta~h~s that l: a d bean S:.!nt to .8 ta::d had ca ·:;h i1air poi::tL::s i::1 . a diff'·!'r~ 
l (l .ir-!ction. 

I \ ) f 
I , 

\. 

\i ,: ... 
; \ 

~ 

HW 53294 Docid:32356641 Page 10 




