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SUBJECT: Trip to Mexieo ity

_ on wédnesdny, April 8, 1960 Mr, Howard P, wlllén;;
Mr, ¥illlsm T. Coleman, Jr., and Mr. ¥W. David Slawson, ﬁlljén
the satarf of the Commission, flew from ¥Washington, D. C. to
Mexico City. HMr. Coleman returned on Sundny,'Aprll'lz and
Mr. Slawson and HMr, W¥illens returned on an ailcplane leaving
Mexico City at about 3:20, Monday aflternooun, April 132, This
memorandum will briefly swmmarige this trip plus some of the

meetings held in preparation for it.

TUESDAY -~ APRIL 7

10:20 a.m, Yo 11:00 a.m,

Willens, Colemsn and Slawson met with Assistant
Secretary of State for Iatin American Affairs Thomas Mann,
Mr., Thomaa Fhrlich of the 0ffice of the Lezal Adviser for the
State Department, and two aides to ¥r. Eamm in Mr, %éun’s
officé at esbout 10120 a.m, Apsigtant Secretlary Mann wag
Ambagsador to Mexlco at the time ¢f the assnssination and
perscnally directed the investigatory effort and our reiatioua
with the Mexlcan law enforcement suthorities immediately aflter

the new of the Pr@sidﬂnt' de&th reached Mexlco Citj._ A copy
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of.the fildﬁcreated.by:his'atrortn,fcohaibting of telegrams
between Mexico City and the State Départﬁent in waéhington,

had previously been forwarded to the Commission. The purpose
of our meeting with Ambassador Mann was first, to inform him
of our intent to go to Mexico and discuss with him our proposed
aétions there and seéohd,‘to'raiae'certaih questions with him
about his thoughts and actions in Mexico immediately after the

assaaeination.

The file turned oﬁer to the_Commiaaion by Ambassador
Mann contains statements of opinion by him that Oswald was
probably involved in a sinister fashion, especlally by way of
taking a bribe. with the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City'or with
some other Castro agency. These suspicions were reinforced by
the allegations of a certain "Alvarado"” who at the time was
being 1nterrogatéd intensively by'the Mexican authoritiea and by
repreaentativcsfor the American Embassy in Mexico City because
he claimed to have seen Lee Harvey Oswald take $6500 1in
American bills from an individual in the Cuban Embassy. We
asked Ambassadorvuann what particuiar evidence aside from the
Alvarado assertions he had for these suspiocions. He replied

that he had none except the general feeling "in his guts" that

Castro waa tho kind of dictator who might have carried out this

REGRADED (H)HFlDENTIM.

" 5 '. : . S | , AuthontY C 216&“ '9 76’
o Lo m. Aﬁ KA, nm3/"’5771v
B T T T T, R T R R A M M T TR T T T

HW 53294 DocId:32370750 Page 3

X2

B

TH

‘? e o s~
). e et

O RS ot At f."_‘



HW 53294

REGRACED CONFIDEATIAL »
Au(hnrllycﬂ@[:\vb‘?('a}/)’?/? §

;

By '71"‘) NARS, Date 3/"/7 o

kind of ruthless action, eithéﬁuthroﬁgh_some.hépe of gaining

from it or simply as revenge., - The Ambassador added that not

even the allegations of Alvarado or pther rumors Which may have
been current in Mexioco City to the effect that moneyAhad been
givén to OBwald were really'the'causé of his suspicions, sihoe
the Alvarado allegations were not made until a day or so 1atér,
but that the fact that Oswald had visited the Cuban and Russian
Embassies 1n Mexico City shortly before -the éssaséination, which
he had learhqd from his security officers at the Embassy, plus
what'hé believed about Castro's character, seemed sufficient to
him to raise the'gravest suspicions. lLater, he pointed outi,

when he had a chance to listen to the Dorticos-Armas intercepts,

his auspioiona'were.atrengthened.

| Ambagsador Mann knew of no contacts by Oswald with
anyone in Mexico City other than his visits to the Cuban and
Soviet Embassies and his ataying-at the Hqtel d@l Comeréio.
Ambagsador Mann sald that our intelligence took and was still
taking photographé.or both the Cuban and Soviet Embassies
whénever anyone left or entered their main entrances, at least
during the normal visiting hours on Monday through Friday,
during the daytime when piatures oduld be taken without
artificial light. = |
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The Ambassador said that he had been kept 1nformed ift
of the Silvia Duran interrogation through his aides, Clarke
Anderson and Winston Scott. He learned of it informally,
that 18, Anderson and Scott reported drally to him as soon as
théy.roeelved from the uexioan anthofities at ﬁaobérnacion"‘v g Z;f
aﬁy news about how the interrogation was progressing. T
In responae,to our questions, the Ambassador recom-
mended that when we got to Mexico CIty we»shodld work through
the representatives of the FBI and the CIA at the Américan e
Embassy and, through them, with the Mexican officials they ‘ —
recommendéd, but that we should do all of this as quietly as
possible, without any newspaper publicity. We also aﬁked
Ambassador Mann to what extent 1t was known in nexioo City é&%
that the Hotel del COmercio was a headquartera for pro-Castro EE:
aotivities. The Ambassador replied that it was not known P
generally at 311, that this information was current only in :%,
.1ntelligence circles. | - | ;%
Ambassador Mann said that the file from his Embassy : f4
&hioh had previously been forwarded to the Commission consti-~ ?  
tuted the entire file which was in existence on this particular ;_«
subject, with the one exception that it may not have included . .T;
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" the report from the FBI referred to therein, We confirmed ‘Eﬁi
that if had not included that report. He saild that he was
sure that this report‘coﬁld be obtained from CIarke.Anderson
in Mexico City, if we thaught it was necessary. In response to

a similar question about the "Alvarado" file, he replied that

W
N

T,

‘.ani additional papers in the_éoaéeasiqn of American authorities
that might be in eiistenoe on Alvarado could probably be
obtained through the CIA and that we could speak to Mr. Scott
about this. He sald that he had never seen any papers or
form51 stat¢mants by 811via PDuran; 21l his information about s
what she 18 supposed to have told the Mexican police‘was

received by word of mouth through his aides, Scott and Anderson.

Ambassador Mann was then called out to another con-

ference, for which he was already & half-hour late. As the | i

meeting was breaking up he-asked‘Mr. Slawson whether, with the
benefit of hindeight, the members of the Commission staff felt
‘that his recommendations and actions shortly after the - ﬁﬁf
agsassination had baenljnstified or whether we thought they
were unduly rash. Mr. Slawson replied that although the inves-
tigation of the specific allegations of Alvarado had shown that
they were in all probability a fabrication, he found nothing

in what the Ambassador had done to have been unjustified, in
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view ot-thelfaeta ‘known tc-him’and hia assistants at the time pree
v_énd in view of the extreme’seriouaneas,qf the occurrence, -
2:30 p.m. - 4130 p.m,
At 3330 in the afternoon Mr Jack w1tben of the CIA R

came to the COmmission officea and conferred there with
Slawson, Willens and Coleman. This conference grew out of a
suggestion made by Mr. Hichard Helms of the CIA about two

. weeks previous, 1n whioh he had mentioned that 1t would be a

good idea it a representat1VQ of his agenoy met with those i
persons from the Commission who planned to go to Mexico Just n-w’
befg:e they.left, in order to insure that the CIA oould |
' properiy advise us of anj last-minute arrangements and properly B
gale’rﬂt_‘.ibsﬁ pgople in x{!}exiqéhqt,our »a_rrs.val;.. Co o F@E«i

We diacussed whether we would Journey to. Mexico
Voffioially and openly or oompletely 1ncogn1to, and Mr. w1tten 1R
offered to make arrangementavto get us into Mexico campletely
unnoticed if we desired to do so. We told him that we did not
want.éo try tovkaép the trip entirelyﬂseorét., We»wpuld do'our
best to avoid any kind of nekspaper publicity or public

announeements.‘ We 1ntended to 1ntroduce‘ourse1ves at the
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9100, - However, weather and technioal difficulties held up

the plane in Philadelphia and we did not get off the ground

in Washington until almost 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon,

After a short stop in New Orleans we arrived in

€ Ny
"

Hexiuo City at about 6:00 pPme, Mexico City time. We were met

|

as we came off the airplane by a representative of Eastern
Airlines, Mr.«JorgelV111agomez, who addressed each of us by
name, gave us his busihess card and eased our way through
Mexican customs. An unidentified man approached Mr. willena -
and asked if we were from the Embassy, Willens replied that
ve were not.‘ The individual asked 1if 1t.wasvtrue that people
were coming t° investigate the assassination. Willens refused
to oonf;rm this report. Mr. Coleman had some minor difficul-
 t1os with the Mexioan Imnigration'oftieials.over whether or P i
not he had been vaccinated recently, and in the course of
disouasionn:on this the Eastern Airlines representative men-
tiénod to the Immigration official something to the effect that. ﬁ}g
Mr. Coleman was a represehtativc of the Warren Commiseion. B
‘This comment could have been 6vorheard by the person who had
approached Mr, Willens, who in the meantime had walked back
towaéds Mr. Coleman. 1If -all thls occurred as we suspect 1t
may ﬁqye, i?\qoulqugplgip why;therobwas an announcement in two
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- of the Mexioo Clty newspipers thé following morning naming -

us and stating that we had come to Mexico on business for the

Commlssion,

Just inside the airport terminal we were met by
Mr. Clarke Anderson and Mr. Rolfe Larson from the Ameriocan
Embaasy} These men were later identified, respectively, as

Chief of the FBI in Mexico-City‘hnd an FBI agent temporarily

-assigned for duty in Mexico City. Anderson and Larson took the

three of us to our hotel, the Continental Hilton.

THURSDAY - APRIL 9
5300 a.m., to 9130 a.m.

| At 9100 a.m. the three of us met in the FBI offices
at the Embassy with Mr, larson and discussed generally with
him the progress of the assassination investigation while we

were walting to meet Ambassador Freeman, Clarke Anderson and

winston Scott; the CIA Chief in Mexico City, were conferring

with the Ambassador and briefing him on the Mexioan aspects of

the assassination investigation, Ambassador Freeman had been

at this post only two days, having just presented his cre-
dentials to the President of Mexico on Monday, April 6.
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We met with the Ambassador at about 9130 in the
morning. Present besides the three of us and the Ambassador

were Minister Boonstra, Winston Scott and Clarke Anderson.

Mr, calemaﬁ'explained 1n'genera1 terms thé purpose
of our trip. He sald that we wanted to learn as much as | |
possibie abput what investigations were currently being carried
out.>w1th special emphasls on the Hotei,dgl COﬁercio and on
Oswald's northbound jJourney out of Mexico City, and that we
wanted to decide upon and initiate whatever new lines of inves-
tigation we felt were calléd for. In connection with looking
1nto these 1nvestigatlona, we wished to éatisfy ourselves that
everything reaaonably poaaibln was being done and, in addition,
" we wanted to become as current as poesible on evidence being
produced. Also; we hoped to make nontaot with one or more
Mexican. orrioials 80 88 to learn directly from them what part
they had played in the assassination investigation and what they
had learned that might be of value to ﬁa..'In particular, we
wanted to find out as much as possible about what Mrs. Silvia
Duran, the olerk at the Cuban Embassy who dealt frequently with

Oswald, knew.“rinally, we hoped to make arrangements for, and-
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and perhapa,acéomplish, thefauthéntioation‘or our evlidence
obtained in Mexico, by the taking of depositions or by 1nvit-

ing witnesses to appear before the Commission to testify.

Mr. Coleman added that we hoped in all this to be

‘guided by the counsel of the Ambassador and his staff, because

we did not want to do anything that would disturb the good

relations of the Ameriban‘and Mexican governments.

| Ambassador Freeman replied that he and his staff
would cooperate completely. He said that he saw no obJection
whatever to our talking directly to Mexicans who had Ssome
information to contribute, hut he felt that this chould be done

only in the Embassy and only on the clearly stated basis that

_ali gppearanoe;_and'testimonvaere'totally voluntary on the
'part of the Mexicans. As to speaking to Mexican officials. the‘

Ambassador again said that this would be fine and he asked only

-that we work through his staff in setting up appointments, etc.
The Ambassador pointed out that the taking of formal depositions

in a foreign country could be a very difficult and technical

‘matter. He referred us to the Consulate section of the Embassy

for information on how to go about doing this.

- The Ambassador, Clarke, Boonstra and Anderson felt
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Z‘Embassy and bo msxioan otrioials as what we in fact were,

representatives of the Commission.

Witten sald that in dealing with Mr. Winston Scott, -

.the CIA Chief for Mexico, we would. be working with one of the

| top foreign operatives in their entire organization. He said

that the CIA would give us complete cooperation.

We outlined to Mr. Witten our entire proposed plan

. onoe we arrived in Mexico, in general terms, and asked for his

comments on how best to achieve our goalo, His réply in evéry‘
instance was that we should deal on the spot with Mr. Scott.
Wittén thooght that our proposed journey was a& very good idea.
He repeated what Mr. Helms of the CIA had sald a while ago,

. thabgthere,io@noioQbsoitute{?6#:the""oaso.orficer“ being "on

‘the spot."

¥

v

T
J;"'? ek
A

L
o

e

‘ TR L
e

. WEDNESDAY - APRIL 8 "

8:15 a.m, to 7100 p.m. =

Ouh:plana was acheduled tooleave Washington from .

Dulles Airport at 9130 in the morning and accordingly all three .

of us met at the Washington Air Terminal in the Albert Pick "
' Motel at about 8115 and later arrived at the Airport at about -
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that our soeihg silviﬁ Duran ﬁoﬁid‘$e a highiy sensitive ffi
matter and that it should be disoussed fully with the Mexican
officials, but they agréed thaﬁ.it did not differ in principle
from our seeing other Mexican witnesses, i.e., the Ambassador _
approved Bo long as we saw her in th'e American Embassy, and "ff;
made'clear to her ﬁhat her appearance ﬁas entirely voluntary. A

There then followed an exchange of»viéws 6n how Eest
to approach Mexican orfiéials, what Mexican officials would be |
most valuable for our purposes; and the general substance of ;;5
our work. At about five minut&s‘to ten the Ambassador had to o
excuse himself for his first staff meeting, which he had called
for 10#00 a.m, |
/ - o ,
10:00 a.m, to 11:00 a.m. g
.Willena,'coleman and Slawson retired to the office g
" that hadvbeeﬁ assigned tb them at the Ehbassy, room 510, to ;;,
diacusa the conference with thé Ambassador and generally to 5%~=
_draw‘up outlipes for our coming conrerende with the FBI; the
CIA and Mr. Boonstra, | |
11:00 a.m, to 1145 p.m, N
Hr. Anderson and Mr. Scott came to room 510 after | éé%
o - o B “C@Fm&)gjif/u T
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'uthe start meotins had adJourned. Ve agreed that we would

confer with Mr, Anderson immediately and meet Mr., Scott later
in the day, at abdut 3:30. Mr. Anderson was welcome tq come

with us at our meeting with Mr, Scott, if he desired to do B0,

and:.he said that he would make up his mind on this after hd had -

conferred with us, because he of course had other work to do
and would not want to attend the meeting with Scott if 1t
would simply involve him 1n'a repetition of ground he had

alrgady_dovered. :

Aocordingly, we met immediately with 01arke
Anderson in his_offices. He invited Rolfe Larson and a Mr.

Trent to take part in the conference. Mr. Trent was also an.

agent of the FBI pempcrafily on duty 1in Mexioco,

| One of the toplos of conversation was Reverend

Albert Alexander Osborne, also known as John Howard Bowen,
Mr.vTrent hpd bogn~th¢ agent primarily engaged in trécking down
and talking with Bowen, although Larson too had been somewhat
involved. Briefly, the agents described Bowen as an elderly
white haired gentleman.who‘waa probably engaged in some kind

of violation of the law in his fund raising, because 1t was not

clear that he aqtually_used the money he received for religious

" REGRADED BUHFIDE)IIHL
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'purposes, atAiéast of the kind he fepresented that he would
'use Ehe monéy for, and they both regarded Bowen as somewhat
unstable mentaliy. Treht described how when he first
approached Bowen he referred_to him as "Mr. Osborng," and the

reply was that he,'Trent; must be miétaken, because he, ' ;;;

Osborne, was Bowen, Osborne then went on to say that he was S
often mistaken for Osborne but that he had not seen that other B
gentleman in some time, and.believed he was in some other:
section of Mexico, ete. Trent said;that Osborne carried this
off very well. It was not until later that Osborne admitted |
that he was really Osborne but that he often used the name
Bowen; When ésked directly how they thought Osborne would
react to being asked or compelled to appear to testify before
the Commission or a staff membqr, Trent and Larson were frins
inconclusive, They thought that there might be trouble but .
they were not sure. Trent:and the other FBI representatives e
then described the procedures the Mexican Immigratlon Author- {igi
itles were using in dealing with Osborne. In sum, the author-'
"4ities had not acted as yet to deport Osborne but they believe
that they had‘aurrioient groundé ﬁo do 80 at any time. 1In the
meantime they were keeping an eye on him and were questioning
him occasionally. The FBI representatives felt that if we

- -
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wanted to push 1t, the Mcxican authorities would deport
Osborne qui ckly.

The discussion then éontinued on to other Investiga-

tions. Larson gave a detailed summary of recent results of

‘the investigation of Oswald's northbound travel on the

Transporteé}delANorte bus, I will not go into what he said

here because it 18 now reflected in an FBI report in the pos-

session of the Commission. 'We advised him to include as much

‘detall as possible in the reports which he sent through

channels in Washington to our Commission because the detall

which he had told us orally seemed to fit what we knew about

Oswald's background and was therefore valuable as confirmatory

material in the overall picture, even though 1t perhaps seemed

important to Larson. We then‘supplied.various details about

Oswald's background and character which might assist Larson in

interrogating witnesses in Mexico. Larson, Trent‘and Anderson

agreed tovincludg éll possible detail in their future reports

from Mexico,

Larson and Anderson then went into a discussion of

the Hotel del Comercio investigation. Here, it appears that the .

conclusion of the Mexican investigators that no one at the hotel
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remgmberedIOawald and that the}only evidence of his stay 1 —
there was his name on the registgr was incorrect. Larson,
after several interrogations, had found that.the maid at the
hotel did remember Oswald and was able to givé some bits of e
information about him. - Fdrrcne thing, she, as did other wit- ii:
nesses,éonﬁirmedthat he was always alone when she saw him.
Furthef, she said that he invariably had iert the hotel before
she_cleaned his room at about 9:09 in the morning. Larson had
also found out that the proprietreﬁs of the 1little restaurant ‘ i
next door to the hotel was able to identify Oswald, although o
Larson was not completely certain on how much she really
remembered and how much she may have picked up by suggestion
from newspaper reporters, Anyway,_she has stated that Oswald :&£& 
frequently ate lunches.and dinners at her restaurant, that he ?f;‘
invariably ordered very cheap meals, that he always ate alone, e
and that he was not able to converse surricientiy in Spanish =
so that he really knew what he was ordering when he ordered a | :;;A
meai. For example, hefoften refused soup and dessert,
apparently believing that he was thereby saving money, although
both itéma-ﬁere iholuded in the'ooat‘of'the full meal.
Various other 1nventigationa of Oswald and of places -
where Oswald may have been in Msxioo city vere also touched upon, '%?:
‘ | o ey ' RESRADED cnunnmm -
16 ‘ puthority LA Y4 [{ /L / r( 78"
p;_,m,,"\ . NABS, Dals 34/.3,{/ 7&
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such as the bull risht arona, the Jai alai games, and the
places where he may have purchased tourist items. For
example, Larson and Anderson said that another one of their

agents had queétioned mOre_than three hundred silver shops in

z{i
i

TP'?
3§¢

an attempt to locate the place where'Oswald'may héVe purcﬁased’

[

- a silver bracelet inscribed “Marina." The response had been
negative at each‘shop'and subsequent investigation haa shown
that such bracelets are probably not sold in Mexico at all
because they are made in Japan and the duty on importing them

into Mexico would make their price non-competitive with local

products, - ' ' !

We then asked what was the status of the Qutlerrez
invest;gation. Trend and Larson and Anderson all agreed that
Gutierrez was -1nc§re ghd was doing all he could to cobperate
with the investigation of what he claims to have seen. In
fact, Gutierrez has spend a coniiderable amount of time trying
to'get more valuable information and he has never tried tq
teoeive any qompehsation for this work. The weakness in
Qutierrez' story, according to the FBI representati&ée, is the
identification of Oswald. For example, Gutierrez has failed Q}

to 1dentify Oswald as the man he saw at the Cuban Embassy

receiving money vhen shown a piaoture of Oswald passing out
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Fair Play for Cuba pamphlets in New Orleans during the summer

- of 1963, Gutierrez says that he never saw his man in profile,

only from the rear and, very fleetingly, from a direct forward
view, [iis best plece of identificabtion 18 to the automobile
he saw "0Oswald" and the cub&n enter jJust outside of the
Embassy. Even here, however, assuming that his description of
the automobilé is completely accurate, there are probably
dogzens of such’automobilea in and around Mexico City. Renault
is a popular'make of car in Mexico, and the color described by
'Gutiérréz 18 a popular color. One automobile answering this
description and freqﬁently seen around the Cuban Fmbassy has
been located, but it is still registered under the name of the
- man iho owned and soid it several years ago. This situation is
apparently common in Mexico. Hexicanélorten register a car
under the name of its former owner 1n order tO‘avoid'paying a
saleb'tax on the transfer, However,linvestigation is continu-
ing to see if the present owner of this particular automobile
can be located, In addition, a constant syrveillance of the
Cuban Embassy and its vicinity i8 being kept, to spot this or
similar car, and if one is spotted, rurthervinvestigatioh will

be carried out.

SIawaon then mentionod that we had brought with us

rrom Washington all the itena of*phyoieal evidence which might
1&; _ RESRAGED CORFIDENTIAL

Authotity. [le.[ & X ’/1‘1/7}/
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relate to Mexico., It was agreed that Slawson and Larson would

'go through these 1temﬁ later, We'then inquired as to our

seeing the reports aﬁd current work papers of the FBI In

Mexico. Anderéon replied that these were open to-our exami -

nation at any time and that he and his agents would show us
~whatever we would like éo gsee, Ve agreed that we would look at

partidular reports later, as the occasion warranted.

Silvia Duran was then discussed., It appeared that
her signed statement had finally been obtained from the

b

ST ow
poci, o

Mexican Police. Previously, the existence of such a statement

had not been kndwn. We agreed that we would see that later in
the day or tomorrow and that it would also be forwarded through
channels to the Commission in Washington., We emphasized that

we wanted not only a translation of the statement but, if

e

possible, a copy of the statement itself. Thé FBI representa-
tives described Duran as best they could, basically, as a

"Mexican peppevpot," a devout communiat, and "sexy." (The CIA e
later showed us some piotures of her, which substantially con-
firmed this desoription.) We discussed what would be the best
approaches to our pénsibly seeing her, .Andersanfelt that

this would be a touchy point but agreed that we should try to
do 1t 1f we ocould. He thought that the Mexlcan official that

- we should ses about this as well 48 all other aspects of our

»:135”’7 REERATED cntrwénxui VL
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investigation was Luis‘thavarria; Aot1ng Secretary of the
Interior. Anderson said that he was well acquainted with
Echevarria and that he got along very well with him, as did

Winston Scott.

willéna, Slawson and Coleman each got tﬁe impression
from this}éonferencé that the FBI in Mexico City had been
completely frank and open-with us, So far as we ean determine
every question we asked was answered without an attempt at
evasion, and nmuch 1nformation'volunteered which we had not
asked, Both Larson and Andersqn“give a very good impression
of competence and Anderson's knowledge of the details of the
assassination 1dest1gation was especially impressive since

his duties are primarily supervisory.

The Alvarado 1nvestiga£ioh was also reviewed, .01arké
Anderson said that he was present at the Alvarado interrogation
which was taken under a polygraph machine. The polygraph
operator, who aid not apeak Spanish, stood behind Alvarado
when he was fastened to the machine and pointed to various
questions written in English which he wanted Anderson to ask.

Anderson would then ask Alvarado the question in Spanish.

In responae to our direct Question Anderson replied

that now that thc 1nvestigatibns wero more or lesn oomplete
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nis expert opinion wag thab no foreign eonapiracy arising out
of or connected with the territory of Mexico exlsted 1n con-
nection with the assassination. He sald that he felt that 1f

such had existed, although perhaps they would not have soived

it by this. time, they at least would have some firm indication ==
that 1t was ' 1n exiatence, which indications were 1n fact _ -;-—

1acking. We agked Anderson how many-different allegationS'of
conspiracy had been reeeived by his office and he replied, slx.

These weres the Gutierrez allegation, the Alvarado allegaticn,

the Diaz Verson allegation, the. Martino-noja alle@ation, the

letter from Victor CQhen, and the allegation oonoorning the
‘Stanford University student. Mr, Slawson commented that in his
opinion only the first three allegétions mentioned even seemed
e serious and that, after analyaia,~ﬁh§ iny'§ne that still seemed s
r serious'waskautierrez'. Anderaon-readily agreed, ‘ ‘ e
o 3120 p.m._to 63100 p.m. - | S Y1
After lunch the three of us went to Mr. Scott's office, i

\and were therevintroduéed to his deputy; Mr., Alan VWhite. The
\onrerence was begun by Mr. Scott giving us a complete
" narrative of the CIA's activitiea in connection with Lee Harvey
oswald, beginning in September 1963 when.they first picked up

infbrmation*thit_0@@&}&lhadﬂappéaggd;gﬁttheﬁﬂussian and Cuban

FL e b L,a &1(2&1 ‘) ,’7’/27/7(!;
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\ f‘éwﬁvnmbaasiea. nrs scoet stated. at the beginning of his narrative -

that he 1ntended to make & eomplebe disclosure of all facts,

L including the sources of his information, and that he under- .

stood‘that all three of us had been cleared for Top Secret

';and that we would not disoloae bayond the confines of the

o CQmmisaion and its 1mmed1&be staff the 1nformation we obtained

'Hw 53294

through him without_f;rst clearing it.with his superiors in
wéshington. We agreed.to this.

- Mr. Scott's narrative of course took a rather long
time te complete, and we 1nterrupted him at many points with

_Bpecific questions.. During the course of the narrative we were

shown the actual transoripts, plus the translations, of all the

telephone 1ntercept3 involved, and we were also shown the reels

s nf photographs fbr all tha ﬁays 1n questian that had baen taken

seeretly outside the cuban and Soviat Embassy entrances.

Mr. Scott's narrative discloséd that the CIA's action immed1~.
{at@ly afterwthe_aasaasinatlon ‘consisted basically of alerting
ail-its contidentialAsourcea of information throughout_méxico
'té 1mmediately‘ohénnei all 1nfurmation into their headquarters,
and of ¢om§111ng ae*chpletefdo§91ers as1possiblé'oh Oswald and
eVeryqne else throughout Mexico who at that time the CIA knew
had had some7cont;ct with.oswald.' Thia meant especially

',811v1a Duran, who baoause aha_had previously been having an

£ 3fan;nzn dAFEBITAL
Mhorlty,.qc*:&.&.g{....‘...’,.;2.,1....1/ 5"
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;ugwarfnir with, Laahuga, the rormer Quban, Ambaasador toAMexico L

f}

and praoently %he Ouban representative at the Uhited Nations,

had previously been‘of-substantxal interest to the CIA,
Eusiblo Azque, Duran's superior at the Cuban Embassy, Kostikov,

& KaB repreaentative at the Soviet Embassy, and others, and

" sonveéying this infomation t0° washington. In ‘addition, the ch R A
worked cloaely with the FBI and with the Mexican authorities, |
eapeoially on - the 811v1a Duran 1nterrogatione. Finally,

- Mr. Scott, along with Mr. Anderson, was in constant contact wlth

- Ambaasador uknn. to. keep him as aurrent as poesible on all

" information coming in and on other.developments.. | '_;;,

Scott pointed out that his headquarters had picked up
the name of Lee Harvey OSwald from eommercial radio broadcaats

@gkand had begun compiling 1nfermation on him from its Mexican Ce

riles even befcre being requeetad to do so by CIA in Washington.
‘A1l his men were taken off any other assignment they may have ,ﬁ%@

been on and told-to eéncéntrate zolely on the assassination.

A1l the pereans previously mentioned who might have been in

contact with Oawald, plus other people who 1n Scott's opinion

v;might posslbly be 1nvelved, were pnt ‘under aurveillance. This
' inoluded, for example, the cuban Ambassador and all known local

Cuban and Russian 1ntelligenoe agents. Immediately-llaison was

J*':],aet up wieh Maxioan otflaials, R measenaer senb b? Echevarria .. LJ‘@Q?
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N to the American Embassy at this time discloaed that Echevarria -
~" and President’ Lopes Mateo had crdered ‘the Mexioan border s
'closed for travel both Ways, without having been requested to -
do 8o by the American Embassy. Scott saild that the border A |
closure was Bo thorough that busloads of school children were
-trdppeé‘on both sidéq, L . o o Eg;
Scott's narrative plus the materials we were shown T
disclosed immediately how incorrect our previous information
had been on Oswald's contacts with the Soviet and Mexican
Embassies, 'Apparently the_distorticns‘and‘omissioné to which i
our information had been subjected had entered some place in _;;
Washington, because the CIA informatioh that we were shown by
-Scott was unambiguous on almost all the crucial points. Ve
, had previoualy_planned to show 3cott, Blawqohfs reconstruqtion -
2% of oswald's probable astivities at. the ambassies to get N
séott'a opinion, but once we saw how badly digtorted our infor- |
mation Waaiﬁe réa1izéd that this would be useless. Therefore, Eﬁi
1nstead,~we,deéidéd to take as close notes as possible from f?:’
the original source materials, a4t some later t1me during our fiél
visit, | o | a
In view of what we had learned about the photographic ;
coverage of the Cuban and Soviet Embassies, we inquired whether *
photegraphs :,;9(,0:@14 ~coming or going. from.one or both | ;i:
, B P aeomom cowmem, o
i Ammmydi4?ﬁi ufiJlﬁ/O;’
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embassies might be available. Scott said they weme not. He B
explained that photographic coverage was limited by and
large to the daylight weekday hours, ‘because of lack of funds
1and because no adequate technical means for taking photographs
- at night from a long distance without artifiecial light, which - ;:3"
was of course oﬁt of the question under the circumstances, had . .
been developed. |
We brought up the question of Gutierrez and received
from Scott and White baaioally the same information we had e
previously learned from the FBI, ‘though somewhat attenuated —
because, as Séott and White pointed out, the FBI was carfying
the primary reaponsibility with Gutierrez, We Suggestéd that
V_Gutierrez' story might be oonrirmed or refuted by photographs . W -iéi‘
taken by the CIA, that in particular ‘the automobile he claimed o
to have seen might show up on the rringeu of some of these oo
photographs, and we 1nqu1red whether an appropriate examina- ,:jﬁ Fgf;
‘tion of the picture reels had been made. White replied that -
such an examination had not yet been made and that he ;V
auspeéted that it would disclose nothing new, because the : E‘“
photdgraphs_covered little more than the entrance 1itself, '-i
; However, he promised to make such'an.examination. (About a -
;4%;= . day later 8cott reported to. us that such an examination had FES
- ‘been made and proved negative. | :t:i
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P Xn snswer to onr question, Whiss snd Scott gavs
'?othsir profsssionsl op&nions thst thsre probably wss not a |
7foreign conspiracy connscted with Mexico 1nvolv1ng the |
assassinabion of the President. They, 1ike Anderson, felt
that had thore been suoh a oonspiracy they would at least by
this time havé had some t‘im indications of ‘its existense.

We asked»Mr. Scoth»to set up a meeting with Secretary

Echevarria'for‘all three of us at the earliest possible time.

s

We wanted both him and Mr. Anderson thsre, ir possible, both as

interpreters and because their prevlous personal aoquaintance
with ' bhe Secretary would facilitste our deallngs. Scott tele-

phoned ‘Anderson and conrirmed this request.

we then reentered our discussion or the assassination

BTN gonsral, a8 1t related to' Mexiso, ' Tt’ appeared that the CIA -

in Washington had not forwarded oertain material developed
olsewhore to soott, even though these materials might have
freasonably related to the Moxicsn 1nveatigations‘ ‘"For example,
the contents of the‘letter which Oswald wrote to the Russian
Embassy after hs returned to ths Uhitsd Ststes, describing
gertain sspoots of his trip, had never been disclosed to Scott
“or his staff.' We showed them the contents of this letter at

- this meoting._
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=bu;1hg'thia general -disoussion Mr, w1llens'waa 3
called out to meet with Mihiéter”soonStravin régard to the
publicity which had appeared 1n«tﬁe local newspapers about
our visit, Tﬁis 1nvoived the drafting of a telegram to the

~ State Dcpartment in Wauhington 1n regard to this publicity and -

an estimate as to the reason for 1t. Also, Willens learned at
this time rrom Boonstra that the Embassy did nqt hﬁve'é'copy
of the flle forwarded to the Commission by Ambassador Mann.
Apparently, Ambadéador‘Mann's personal file is the only one

-npwlin existence aside from the Commission copies of 1t, all
other coples having been destroyed when the Ambassador left his
post in Mexico. Boonstra told Willens that he (Boonstra) 1s the

only person other than Scott-and Anderson who was involved with

‘Ambausador lanu 1n the assaslination lnventigations. Mr.

willena aaked Boonstra to begin thinking about how best we

'lcould roruard-a requgat to the,noxican officials for a complete
. report on their'hble in the assassination 1nveatigations, At

this time Boonstra's oniy'commentlwas that such a report should,

Af possible, be obtained prior to its being reviewed by the
Mexican Foreign Ofridg;.heodusdﬂquch a review might censor out

substantial portioné for politicallredsonq and in any event

- would involve subatahtial delay. He suggested that review by
- the Foreign Office be a condition of publication at a later
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' time, but. tnat%itﬁnot be parmitted to hold up the information

"at this stage.,w

Back 1n the CIA offices, during w1llens' absence,

Slawson and Coleman discussed the cable traffic from the Soviet

.Bnd'ﬁubﬁn-Embaasiea;hoth dufing the time of Oswald's visits }f_*;;.«figg;g
& there in September-October 1963 and immediately after the o
assassihatién. Scott and White said that no increases or
unusual variations had been noted at either time. We then disf
cussed brieflv the possibilitiea that ‘the National Security 3 "y
- Agency might be able to "break" the codes for the times when '?fij

.'Oswald was in Mexico: City, using as a key the fact that
Oswald's attempt to obtain a visa was probably communicated to

Washington on Friday or Saturday, September 27 or 28. Scott'

'poinﬁed;outfﬁhatfélifpisQfoicéhdig§w;th‘cgded materials was

to send them'back ﬁb'the National Security Agency 1ﬁ Washington
in the .form in which,ié'obtainedjthem.: They felt that the code- Ay
breaking might befpoésibie; hqwever,'and should be tried.

FRIDAY - APRIL 10 | | b

| 9:00 a.m.,ﬁoﬂ9:§5 q.m. _ ) L . ﬁﬁ “

Coléman, Willena and Slawson appeared at the FBI

orfices at 9:00 a. M., as we had agreed to do the previous

'The“plan had been that we

’ :evening, and there metfnolre?Larsonm




J ;\?2 ’::’ . - ; . : : Aulhonty L"Q-C\ Qh 1 iiti 7'5
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_ were immediately to depart on a tour of the spots which Oswald
7. had visited, during his trip to lexioo, ‘ut. Larson told us that i . -
he had just been requeated not to leave until 9:@5, because by

CIA HAS ND 0B rg\ ¥
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that time we expeoted some confirmation of the hour when we
could meet with Secretary Echevarria; We therefore sat in

Anderson'a ortioe and dilouaned with Larson the relative

U

2§
ot
vy

1

1ooations and other phyaioal aspeets of the places we were to

see later in tha-morning. SOOn Anderson came in and told us
that the appolntment with Echevarria was firm for 11:?0. The
Ambaasador had been told abont the meeting and again approved
1:} repeating hiafconditibni that when we ask Echevarria for o
permission to speak‘direotly'with.Mexican oitizens that we
make clear that we wanted all interviews to be within the
American Embassy and td be‘complétaly voluntary. We then'had
a brief diaculaion on how we. would handle the meeting with o ;;g
-Echevarria. W111¢na and Blawson said that we had agreed the R N
previous evening that Bill Coleman would carry the discussion L@g;
for us and that Coleman would spend the first few minutes in .
conveying the gratitude and appreéiation of the Anmerican e
Government to the Mexican Government for its assistance to date,
_its satisfaction with Chc quality of such assistance, etc., and
other matters of etiquetté and rriehdahip, which we had béeh

. T

told were essential when dealing in a formal manner with
- B = Ve ﬁE 4 t-‘ ywllwfulku. ) ' ?"M"f%
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Mexicans., Anderson and the others present at this conference AR Eﬂﬁ
agreed that thi: ‘would be the ‘best approach.

9:45 a.m. to 11100 a.m.

The three of us’wéré¢dr1ven}by Rolfe Larson in an
unmarked automobile around'thn'variéus'pointé that had been R
touched upon by Oswald. We saw tne Transportes del Norte bus RN
terminal, the Trénsportes Frontera .bus terminal, the Flecha
Roja bus terminél, thevChihuahuiencea travel agency, the Hotel
del Comercio, the restaurant nextvdbor fo the hotel where ‘
Oswald reportedly ate many meals, other hotels in the neighbor- i
hood of the Hotel del Comércic and the various bus stations

and this neighborhood generally, the Cuban Embassy and

Consulate, and the Russian Embassy and Consulate.

R'"""" -

.};n8e§era1'obeervations”ﬁéfeﬁimmédiately obvious. The o %ﬁ;
two embassies are close enough together 8o that Oswald almost | 7>L;»§
certainly walkéd back and forth between fhem when the odaasibn "@xf

~—-galled tor‘it. Therembassiéa, 91though.theorética11y reachable gﬁi
from the Hotel dQIVCOmercio or the inter-city bus stations by %3
local bus, are in practice so located that reaching them by g

bus would be mnoh too complex for someone who was not familiar

with the bus iinés 1n Mexioco City and 9speciaily for someone e

L Wﬂ’ll‘“ e N ~

B e

~EOB_BE_C-R-A-T .Eééﬂéﬂgﬂg 3, Batt 42 o
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who 4id not apeak Spaniah rluently enough to get preoiae
directions. The Hotel del COmeroio, although cartainly a

cheap hotel and one.in which American tourista would ordinarily
never stay, has a neat, cleéﬁ appearance and, according to

Larson, 1is in‘fact ciean'inside,'ahd gtandé-out from its

-surroundings as being definitely more ﬁttraotive than the other

hotels in. the neighborhood.

Although one-way streets make it difficult to drive

from the Flecha Roja bus terminal to the Hotel del Comercio

except by daviousvroutes,vtor_soméone walking, as Oswald was,
it vould be dn easy dlstance gnd a natural direction to walk,
The hotels‘ne#fythisvpartidulai bus terminal are almost all
grouped around the pame araa'as the Hotel del Comerdio; and

it would soem very posaiblo that Oawald could have been

direoted touards this neighborhood 1f he inquired of the where-

abouts of an 1nexpen31ve hotel, Morecover, coming from the

direction of the bus terminal, the Hotel del Comercio would very
likely be the first reasonably clean and attractive hotel that
one would notice., Some of the other hotels in this neighborhood

closer to the terminal than the del Comercio are also attractive,

although perhapa'not quite so as the Hotel del Comercio, but
Rolfe Larson pointed out that those hotels tend to get filled

earlier and therefore Oswald might have been referred further

iR}
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~ down the street if he inquired &t one of them for a room and -
waa'turned'Qoﬁn:%?j*“&wﬂJm““aﬁ’tlﬁ' . IR, . . ?f:
Larson confirmed what we had been told by both
Andersdn and Sdott earlier,'thatinone of them had any 1ndiéa¥‘
tion whatevey<th;§ the Hotel ¢§1;¢omeiciq,yas known as a - - g:g
méefing plac; for,ﬁﬁban fevbiﬁﬁiéharies or'éven tér Cubans, | tfi
fevblutionary or not. Larsdn é&idlthat he of course had inves-
tigated this possibility and that his examination of the hotel
réglnter for the periods around Oswald's visit there had dis-
closed only one Cuban name. Fu#ther inveatigation ahowéd‘that 55%’
this belonged to a_Cuban famlly man who had his family withhm o
and that they weré tourists traveling through Mexico.
, The Cuban and Boviet Embassies have no remarkable |
_characteristics except that both are surrounded by high adobe >
walls which make observation of their interiors extremely __f'
difficult., The Cuban Consulate, where Oswald did most of his :if
dealings, 1s a small aepéréte‘building on the corner of the :‘ | fiz'
-cuban.complex‘of buildings,‘with its exterior walls ooﬁerminbus S f?}
with the adobe walls which aurround_the_area. Its front door S;:
therefore opens onto the street. Exit and entry into the ;3.
Consulate, therefore, forms an exception in that it can easily o
. - be Qbserved'by:persons'outgide;;‘ ij
‘Jgfl: SRS CI R fﬁjﬁ"33‘3'i;-izf??i'?7f;‘3:A1' T BEGRAGED ﬁ&ﬁFiBERi;XL. - | | E;;?;;
Y L -0 T
B e WS, B0, U
R S e CL RN M SIS R b S
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; o Aftcr driving arouhd with Larson we returned and - g
A plrked the car An front of the Anerican Embauny and waited | Fﬂﬁ
Just outside the oar ror Scott and Anderson to come out, a8 we B
had agreed berorehand. They came out ehortly after 11:00 a.m.
and we all got into the car and drove to. the Mexican Ministry

ot the Interior to ‘meet Senor Echevarria. . . : E?a

k“h

llalﬁga,m. to 11145 a.m.

We arrived at Senor Echevarria'a office aohewhat
early but were nevertheleaa immediately brought in to meet him.
We were soon joined by his head assinbant tor thia kind of ﬁj:
work, Senor Ybanez, Chief or.Inspaotiona. .CIarke Anderson
acted as interpreter,-qnder'our instructions that he should

feel free to elaborate as to courtesies and details at any time,

- and Winston 8cott also ;pgggpggtgg‘aQEg'gow points, .- . ‘ ??E
As prévioualy agreed, Mr. Coleman did the talking for _
the three of us. He. expresued the thanks of the American 'Ei;
government, and of the Warren Commission in particular, ror the i%ﬁi
cooperation our nation had received from hla,ageqcy and from :?
the Mexican governmwent generally, and in general exchanged K
| pléatantrien and courteaion.' Coleman also told Echevarria that %
Chieffaustioe Qarren had sent his persoﬁal thanks to Echevarria. |
e s T T T  §§3
22" R e & Buthority. €24 06 1/2/’—‘?/')5 —
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001eman asked that the uexican governement give
the Commission a complete and as. detailed as poulible report
on all the investigationg it had c;rried.on in connectionzwibh
the'aesaasination,and'on‘any-othér actions, such as closihg the
border, it had carried through. Echevarria reﬁdily agreed to
do »mu,waymg that all the basic reporta' whioh would go into
such an overall report had already been prepared and that he
could deliver the overall report on 48 hours notice. He
asked, however, that we deliver a formal request for this
report to the Mexioan foreign offlce, addressed to his atten-
tioﬁ, in order that it not be mistakeniy'aéntlto some other
police or investigatory agency in Mexicb. (We had 1éarned_
from other sources that thefe'are 26 different police forces
operatihg-in the-Mexico Federal District alone. )- He éaid that
he would telephonc the roreign orrice immediately after our
conference tc alert them that he was the person responsible for
the note and would appreciate its being forwarded to him for
jhis'appropriato aotioh.‘ We agreed that we would deliver such
a ndte thatiafternOOn if possible, marked to his attention as

he had requested.,

Mr. Coleman went on to tell Echevarria that we were

- treating ail communicationa from Mexico on this subJect'ae o

oonfidential and thnt we would do the aamo tor the report he was

| amuuucmnumm1
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N goins to delivor to us, WOANQuld pubiish only after reoei#ing | Emé
' elearance from the uexican sovornncnt, which clearance ae ' "féﬁﬁ
‘ “planned to aaek at'uome later point in our investigation, —
'Bohevérria agrecd that thia'had been his understanding all
-along and that it would also be the understanding upon which
he would convey the full report to us. o
A
Echevarria then discussed briefly the overall o
. situation and gave his atrong opinion that there was ro foreign
conspiracy involved in the assassination, at least no conspira- |
oy connected with ﬁexioo.vﬂ B | Biia
Coleman then brought‘up the matter of our interview- o
ing witnesses for documentation purposes and to find out
additional information, if poseible, in Mexico. To give a |
specific illustration of what we had in mind, Mr. Coleman used [
‘the manager of the Hotel del Comercio ga.an example., R
Echevarria replied basically in the affirmative, but he made . ‘éﬁf
two important qualifications.’ First, he felt that the inter- ’
) views should not be in the Amerioéh Embassy, because to hold : ‘EEE
thém there would give the appearance of.an official investiga- 'i;'
tion being carried on by the Anérican government on Mexican ‘jf
soll, and this he felt, ﬁouldVbe very disadvantageous v
politically for the present Mexican government, He pointed oﬁt B
B o
poonsy, ¢RA 6 o 12/2 )2
b Qo )28/ P
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,wweapons thc conmunists havo 1n Mexico is the alleged American
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-thatigh'electidﬁftorfprenidontfiaiﬂi@hcdulodpto be held in -
July, that such elestions were held only every six years in
Mexico, and that tﬁe‘present time wﬁa therefore extremely

senaitive poiitically. :One'or the most effective propaganda

domination and interrerence with the Mexican government and
any unduly public investigatory activities on our partfwould
lend themselves to this kind of propaganda. Second, Echevarria
requpsted that the interviews with Mexican nationals not be
férmal but that41natead. t6rfexamn1e, we ought to arrange to
have lunch or coffee, eto., with the persons with whom we

wished to speak.

Our reply to this, made through Mr., Coleman, was that

L we did not hant any sppointnentl fur unch’ or otherwise made at

this time because we wanted to leave the entire problem open,
We had not in our own minds deoided whether and to what extent
we wanted to proceed on this baais. Echevarria agreed that he

would take no action until we requested it,

There was'an 1nterruptionvhere while Echevarria.
spoke in Spanish to Ibaneg., The three of us took the oppor-
tunity to consult quietly in English with one another.

coiaman;reltgtnagwin,viquacgtgpntg;rria!n rglugtance‘to pqrm;t‘x -
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 "i-rorna1}heétingé~éven7with‘uhiﬁpdrtant”ﬁisneieea”suchian tna
hotel olerk. that the propoaal we had ror dealing with Silvia

Duran ought to be handled very oircumapeotly. He proposed to |
,do thia by shifting the conversation back to the overall report,
-ltressing that 1n thc writzng or this report we relt that
Duran's interrogatien wau ‘of. the higheat 1mportance, ‘and then
.hopefully ahifting the converaation onto the subject of how we

l;?{%'_a: Co

could deal,dirgctlvaith Duran. Hillens and Slawson agreed with :
thia épproach. | - -
‘licolenanlﬁhen»qgain spoke to*Echevarria;-rarerring
back to the'overaii report and descfibing our feelihg of
importance as to Silvia Duran,~etc.3'éa outlined in the previous
 »paragraph. thevarria replied by emphatically agreeins that |
Duran's tastiuony ‘was. br the greatest 1mportance and promising

to go-into as much detail and documentabion as possible in

,.
! AT i 2
sav: | W

connection with her evidence 1n his tinal report. Bé commented

’thae it waa upon the 1nrormation his man had obtained from her y
that ‘he had relied most heavily in econcluding that no con- e
spiracy had been hatched during Oswald's visits to Mexico. At . [y
abouh thia point, Echeﬁarria-abruptly-took'éteps to end the f:
meetins._ He said that he had an appointment to have lunch with 1
‘ Queon Juliana, nho was then 1n the midst of an ofricial viait e
? RESOACED CONFIDENTML R
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L %o Meﬁ;co, and that he of course had to be on time. Coleman L
/" used the opportinity to say Jokingly that we would like to =
. have lunch with S$ilvia Duran while Echevarria was with the T
Queen. Echevarria repiied in the same vein that‘we would'not
have as much fun as - thought because Duran was not a goodw
looking Cuban but oniy a Mexican, With'thia rathe:,inconc1ua1ve %;5
result on Duran, the meeting ended. - -
As we were leaving arid walking down the stairs to
the entrance of the bullding Senor Ibanez came up. behind and
asked Clarke Anderaon to stay a minute and speak with him, which g%“_
Anderson did. The restiof us procaeded to our ocar 1n the parking .;;—
lot outside to aﬁait Anderson.
, _Anderson later told us that\Ibanez had held him back
to s#y that he /Ibanez/ wae completely at our disposal for | : E;k
making any arrangements for lunch or otherwise with Mexican I
nationals, Clarke Anderson tdld‘Ibanez7that we appreciated this &%ﬁ
but that in some instances we might find 1t.rather too informal ; i;;
at a luncheon to transact the kind of business we hoped to do o
with some of the'wibneasea; Ibanez replied that in that case «
he would be happy to'seﬁ up appointments at his office in the )
Ministry ér the:Interior,building. -AnderAOn questioned whether ﬂ:
this was in line with ﬁhe'kind.ot non-ofricial atmosphere that | K
‘Eehevarria hoped to- oreatc. _Ibanos*‘{plied that perhapa it - g;;‘
S ETETEIEET e R, _—
. M  authoriy. £ K Qe / /“’r' 28
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was not. However. the possibillty of using Ibanez' office
was not roroclosed.
We then drove directly back to the Embassy, arriving

there about noon.

12100 noon to 1130 p.m,

The three of us plus Scott and Anderson went to
Minister Boonstra's office as Boon as we arrived at the Amefican
Embassy. We reviewed with Boonstra what had occurred with |
Echevarria. We decided that we would submit the néte to the
Mexican government that atterndon, if possible, although every-
one recognized the difficulﬁyor delﬁvering the note tc the
proper Mexican officialé which was created by the visit cf
- Queen Juiiana..'Boonatra pointed out that not only was there an
| o:tidial,iunoh;f;t whioch Echevarria was now in atténdancé;‘but
that amataté'dinner wéa'p1anned féf that evening. Boonstra
requested that we draft thé aubstﬁnce'or the note immediately
and that 1t-then.be given to him for shaping into final form.

We then discussed with Boonstra the problem of
Silvia Duran. We pointed out that our only interest in wit-
nesses other than Duran was to got their formal testimony for
.authentication purposes., We did not feel that there was any-
thing we could learn from 1nterrogating them that Mr. Larson
and other !BI agcnti had not }L‘ ady:

‘uthorlty...é.?&{ Ol 1:517/7)5“ |
325/

n\»;} BARS. Date:
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: true cf Duran. houever, becauna ahq had boen 1ntervieued only

by the nexican polioe and . we oonnidergd that 1ntarv1ew
inadequate. (I should point out thgt we do not consider 1t
totélly inadequate, howe#er. It is only on detalls such as
Oswald's physical appearance, side commenta or remarks he may _
:have‘hade;-etc.gathat<we\uouidflikéfto interrogate Mrs. Duran '_Egg'
further. On the esmential point of whether or not his | —
contacts with the Embassy consisted of anything other than
an'attempt to travel to Cuba, Silvia Duran's knowledge has
probably been exhausted.) We discussed with Boonstra the -
best approach to try to speak to“Duran. Boonstra frankly stated -ifi
that at this point it was his'opinion that we would not be able
to get through to her. He felt that the Mexicans ﬁere too
politically sensitive to risk having her picked up a third -
time under arrest and that nha. being & communist and especi- . . _i%i»
ally because her husband was.g very militant communist and a ff—
very bitter person in general, would not agree to any kind of 5?”
voluntary appearanoe."Nevertheleél,‘he éﬁbOnetq57 would ralsae Eﬁi
no objection to our attempt to arrange a meeting with her. Ve 'F§?,
thereforevagroéd that’Scptt or Anderson would recontact ‘
Ibanez and if necessary Echevarria as well to try to arrange a %ﬂi-
meeting with Silvia Duran. It was pointed out that even 5
‘though the meeting vwould have to be "1nforma1" as stated by ,”"‘

5o BRI ’hO"‘ % ';ggz,j? T Z”;,,;’ JSE%f
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_Echevarria, possibly. for lunch, e oould arrange that the

"~ luncheon would be in a privato plaoe und that 1ts location

would not be digolpsed to Mrs. Duran prior to her arrival .
there., She could be piokgd~up in an Embassy car and driven

to some other part_of.the city; Also, 1f necessary, the room
and/or our persons could be fitted with recording pparatus so
that no notes would be necessary and so that proof of what was
discussed could be obtained and kept for an indefinite period

thereafter.

Boonstra suggested that we consider the use of a
"eutout" for'Duran. By this he meant that she could be taken
to the United States on séme unofficial Journey, for example,
to give her story to an Ameriéan magaziné, and while in the

United Sbates ahe oould then appear before the COmmission. We

discussed the pros and consg of a outout and decided that it was

worth considering, and that we would bring it up at the highest
levels of the Commission after we returned to the United

States.

The conference with Boonstra lasted only about one-
half hour. All of ué except Boonstra then retired to room 510,
the office which had been assigned to Slawson, Willens and
Coleman at the Emﬁasay, and there drafted the note to be sent
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‘to the Nexican government a&king for its offiocial report on

the assassination, As oobn-ap'the note was drawn up 1t was
deliverad back to 5oonotra'&-orr1de,and,we continued cur
ccnference;':Thia_conferenbe_conaiated of & much fuller dig-

aussion of the aiternacivga of getting Duran to testify eilther

_to the Comsission or to representatives of the Commission. The

detatls, difficulties and possible variations of a "cutout”
were gone into by Scott. We also informed Scott and Anderscn
in detall of the kind of paymonts which Dursn could legitimately
expect Lif she were to journey to Washington, that 1s, the usual
witness tees,‘her hotel and meal expenses, the hotel and meal
expensen for her husband, although he would not get witness
fees, and of'courae the travel expenses for both of them.

This conference ended when we deaided it was time to break for
lunch, It was agreed that Andersen would contact lbahez to try
to work out sn immediate follow-up on Duran in Mexico City.
whilo'ye'ierc thcre; but that any other approaches to Duran,
ror_eianple; a request to her that shes go to wWashington or

elsewhere in the United States for an'appcarance before the

~ Commission, the “cutdut”‘approach. ets,, would be deferred

| pending receipt of the outcome of Anderson's conversstlion with .

Ibanez,

ﬂEGRADED CONFIDENTIAL
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After lunch we met in the orrice of Clarke Anderson.
Mr. Anderson was not there, since he was back seeing Ibanez,
but we'were»accompanied by Mr. Larson. 'Mr. Larson had two
_ dooumenta ror us to read. The first was Silvia Duran's signed B
-statement, accompanied by a translation, and the second was a
group of reports on the exit of Oswald from Mexico by

Transportes del Norte bus.

We also used the occasion to discuss with Larson the
best procedure@ for authéntiéating the evidence gathered in
 Mexico. Since the conditions set up by Echevarrlia were not
amenable to our getting direct authentication from the Mexican
witnesses involved, we proposed that theAFBI}agents who had
: he;rd}the-tgct@honygorfredqued;thggpqrtinent 1tems of doou-

mentary or physical evidence from the Mexicans would them-

& l “E?!t ..

‘selves be asked to give testimony before a representativg_or

the Commission and, by reference to the source of their :g;
materials, indirectly authenticate it. We explained in some ;E;
detall how this would work and asked Larson to conduct his i
procedures 8o éa to make later authentication as firm and as ;2?
eaéy as possible, and to convey this megsage to all other FBI vy
agents in the area who were working on the assassination.
: Coleman, espacially, emphasizedwto Laraon ‘thé desirability of :‘:"’ §%§‘
A e PR EERIED uudfltA}ML” b B
matnorty.. .24 Bt 2/25 25
LRV AV N T bui_,vb_gzlz
e T S R

HW¥ 53294 nqcI’d:3’231?0?50_,"{3&@* 44 -



| r_l4/27/1§

‘v7/2 s///L

accurately 1dentifying documentary material, by number or

‘other code, and advised him to gsee -that the number of hands

through which a document was pasaed was kept to a minimum and
that each document was kept in the custody of a reliable

person at all times, Larson gave the 1mpreasion of readily

_understanding all this and he of course agreed to our sugges- R
tions. R S o e, i,

3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m}

By pre-arrangement we met at 3:30 with Winston Scott.

With him again was his assistant, Alan White. The occasion for
.this meeting was to give us the opportunity to go through all
the intercepts caréfully and to use them as a basis for
reconstructing Oswald's activities.insofar as they touched
‘ upon the Cuban and Soviet Embassies._ This we did, and we then

..... o £y,
showed White and Scott the reault of our work, for their |

comment ., They agreed,in every reapect with oun conclusions. . e
I will not g0 1nto great detail here because these conolusions j;;
will of course be-incorporated in our narrative report on

Oawald's activities in Mexico, but 1n outline the conclusions

| were as followa:

On- Friday, September 27: ‘. : ﬁlﬁ;
 Time | | ¢
1ﬁt:10300 IR P .Flecha Roja bus arrives in IR

;Mexico City ‘ . S M
" o RESRALED GOFIEATIAL
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&Y | :
Time- ‘ o _ -
B 10:37 a.m. QOawald telephoned the Rusaian 5
»,ggEmbaasy, to get visas to 2
_ Odéssa, ‘ :
Sometime later = Oswald visits Cubén Consulate.
Some time later Oswald visits Russian
4st111 : , ' ~Consulate. L
"% Some time lates . * Oswald visits the Cuban = K%L
» : ' " 8t11l, which -~ Consulate and during this visit -
7 includes the period Silvia Duran calls the Russian
LA A . 4305 to 4:26 in the Consulate and soon thereafter
afternoon - the Russian Consulate telephones
' : ' - her back. .
Saturday, September 28: -y |
L e e E f&f5ﬂ~“7ffm'; R »“%%@'
Merning ' -Oswald visits the Russian | "
’ ' - Consulate ,
Some time includ- Oswald visits the Cuban
ing 11:51 a.m. =~ - - Consulate and during this visit
. Silvia Duran. phoned the Russian .
£ ey 'AConaulate. : . . L
Some time later ‘OSwald probably again visited il

- ‘the Russian COnsulate
Tué;day,:Octqber';; Zf:iifgg' B
© Mme B '

¢ 10831 a.m, - - f Oswald telephones the Russian

 Embassy and is told to call =~ = |7
) ‘ * the Russian Consulate instead. e
11130 a.m. . Oswald calls the Soviet

Consulate. He 18 hung up on.

' We then discussed the Dorticos-Armas intercepts and B

examined them in some. We asked Mr. 8cott, for his . . o

_ | | . RO CNDRNTW,
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opinion of them and he told us that arter re~reading them

Tmany times and listening to the tapea in the original he waa R

of the opinion that the President of Cuba was not referring
to the fact that money had been passed to Oswald at the Cuban

EMbaasy. He emphaaized, houever, hat the telephone connection

"'*_j‘was a very bad one. <-_he. eaid the voioes rose and fell

g RO

PO U T

TR
94

e e
“HW 53204

extremely, as will aometimea happen on a radio connection on a
long distanca overseas call -- and he,suggested.that we have
the tapes re-translated by some Spanish speaking . Cuban who is
familiar with the dialeet of Spanish current on that island,

inoluding elang and nuances. He aaid the tapes were currently

' with the CIA in Washington and that we could arrange for such

a re-translation when we returned._ He emphasized, however,

that his own opinion was firmly as he just atéted'it. He
quggestod.ghe;ro;franalgoiopgonlyjggia{means of eliminating any'»
ﬂoohbts which might bé'inuour mihds and as a doublecheck on'hié
own opinion which afterlall. under the‘cifcumstonceo would be

in error. Willens asked Soott to ask Riohard Helms to begin
‘the process of re~-translating these tapes when he, Scott, saw |
Helms in Washington during the CIA meeting scheduled for the
week of April 13. Scott said he would do this. o

We then discussed what the Commission could eventually

’-publiah to the Amerioan publio out: of all the material we had ,

Autherlty. C}‘Ll} L 11/‘21’/7(
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received in Mexico and in Washington from the CIA, All of us

‘pealigzed that any ‘decisions arrived at this afternoon could g§§3

be tentative only, since the final decision would have to be .

made at the higher echelons of both the CIA and the Commission.

Slawson put 6ut-the suggestion that the COmm1331on might‘ |

publisb-a;naprgt;ye:cqntaining all the detall obtainable from - .
' ' s

~Silvié Duran's.statémentb and froﬁ-the "open" investigations

|

carried on by FBI agents and Mexican police agents throughout
_ Mexico;'supplemented to some extent by. the information obtained
through the CIA's wire-tapping activities and the CIA's

informants;"This supplement;'however, woﬁld not be in detail;

rather, for example, 1t would use phrasés like "in the after- i
noon" in place of "4:05 p.m." Also, no absolute quotes would
‘be used. Only the substance of conversations would be given.

The sources for this narrative would be atated to be Silvia

' buran's 1“t9PP°8at10n, the "open” 1nve8t1gations and "other ?%Ei
‘eonfidential sources eonaidered reliable by the Commission and -
~ the federal 1ntelligenae agencies tnvolved." Mr. Scott's reply f:ff
to thiﬂ suggestion was that he thought 1t would be acceptable ‘ ;&i‘

to the CIA., He said that although 1t involved a certain amount
of OOmpromiéé of hié sedurity arr&ngemehts, the COmpromise was
aceeptable when balanced against the importance of the occasion.

We asked wbether he feltjit'would_discloee to Russian and Cuban

7 REGIADED quthAqu
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| 1nte1115ence the existenae of this particular wire-tapping by
- the CIA. His reply waa that they probabiy assumed 1ta b

existence anyway. (1t should be noted that-the proposal put'
forward would disclose nothing as to the existence of any’
'photographlc observations. Nor; 1 believe, would it disclose

anything that would permit enemy intelligence to discover who

" the CIA's 1nformants are in Mexioo or where they are 1ocated )

We then briefly discussed the statement of Silvia
Duran which we had read earlier 1n the day in the FBI offices.
'r;uThe@cIA_had,notiyat,aeen;thisfa;atemgntpﬂ_xw:“

, | =, 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Tre three br us then returned to Clarke Anderson's

_ orficeg Anderaon gava us a report on his meeting with Ibanez.

" He told us that Ibanez and he had discuased our making arrange- ;
ments to see Silvia Duran. The-outoome of the discussion was
that Ibanez himself was very agreeable but said that he would

have to clear 1t with hia superior, Echevarria.

6:00 p.m, to 6:30 p.m.

We returned to room 510 and on the way ‘there were’
handed a copy of the formal request to the Mexican Government

 For dta opmplets Seport on the sssssairabicn, A copy i3
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attached to thia memorandum. Ve were told by Mr. Montllor,
political ofricer ror tho embaany, that although an- attempt

.ﬁ94‘<
Il%\

had been made to deliver the note that afternoon it had failed
because'all the responsible Mexican officials were out

entgrtaining Queen Juliand. Another attempt would be made at

approximately 6130 p.m. this same dﬁy, and if that failed, ;:;;;
continuing attempts would be madé'on'Saturday; (we wereklater' ' T
informed that the note had been delivered late Saturday .morning. )

We took the copy of the note which had been handed to
us to Mr. Harry Bergold, Second Secretary in the embassy, and 3%§

‘asked him to see that the Commission be informed through channels
in Washington of thé contents of this note, when it was delivered,
what the response was, when the response vwas received; and in

general a full documentation and report on the antire series of

’tranaactions. He agreed that he ‘would see that this was done.

| SATURDAY - APRIL 11 o R
10:00 a.m, to 11100 a.m. | e

- Coleman, Willens and Slawson met in room 510 and N
spent about,an'hpur or slightly more in reviewing what we had

accomplished to date and what further work we hoped to get done ' ;~e

- REGRACED Cﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂm
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We agreed-at this time that there was sufficient
‘work remaining so that Slawson and Willens should stay over
at least until Mbnday'afternOOn but that unless Ibanez |

replied to the effect that an interview with Silvia Duran

O
' oould be arranged shortly, Mr. Coleman was free to return to N
the United States on Sunday. |
12100 Noon ﬁol;;OO p.m.
After having decided emong ourselves what further | i@%

work had to be done while we were in Mexico, we went to

Mr. Anderson's office where we met Mr. Anderson and Rolfe
Larson. _The f0110w1ng points;were coveéred, with the conclus-
1ons a8 atateds | ) '__ - .

* . . 1

We asked that the exaot time, rather than the

scheduled time. upon which ogwald'a bus from Nuevo Laredo

arrived in Mexico Oity.pn'Friday,"September 27 be ascertained. E;if
We pointed out that this could bQIimportant in determining .ii?
whether Oswald immediately beéén his telephone calls and/or i
'his visits to the embassies or whether he first checked in at ' ’ §"
his hbtel; The FBI agreed to do this, : | Ji;

We reminded Anderson and‘Larson that we had some -

1tems or physioal evidence which althoush not or prime

~ 5 -
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importance, might.be helpful in their further investigations,
and it was decided that Slawson and Larson would meet early

Monday morning to go through tﬁeée.

We asked that the FBI determine the hours upon which

both the Cuban and Russian Consulates were open to the public

during the dates when Oswald would have had excess to them.
Also, if possible, the FBI should determine 1f 1t was common
practice to stay open.latkr than the normal hours or be open

on days such as Saturday when‘they were not officlally open.

Once again we asked Andérson to review the'butierrez
investigation, which he did. We asked ir there were any reports
either being prepared or that had already been sent to
Washington on thia matter which we had not yet received. We
were told that there were not. The status of the Gutierrez
1nvestigat16n is thererore that thejsurveillance of the Cuban
Embassy will continue 1ndéfin1tely in an attempt to pick.up the
automqbile-which'was identified by Qutierrez, all other lines of
investigation which any of ué could think of seemed to have been

followed as far as they led, with 8o far only negative results.

Por purposes of authenticating our Mexican evidence
we told Anderson that we would want a 1ist of the names of all
the FBi agents who had obtained evidence in Mexico and we |

A ”mvsi_qﬂ., :
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disouased brierly vhat would be the moat convenient place to

have these: agents meet with a ‘pepresentative of the Commission
for the taking of their depositions. Aqderaon replied that
elther Washington or New Orleans would be fine from his point

of view, We revieved with‘Anderaon the procedures which we

hoped to follow in authenticating thin evidence through the L
: AN
agents, as we had explained it to Laraon on Friday, and ' S

Anderson agreed that 1t would be a workable arrangement. In

this connection 1t came out that Oswald's tourist card appli-

oation; which was made from New Orleans, was not handled by

the FBI Mexican office and therefore authenticating 1t would ;5?? :
1 be a problem to be‘hand;ed élse&here. We agreed that We”would ' 'f-'i
5 pursue this when we retﬁrned to Washington. | j
| We requested an itemized 1ist of the cost of the | L
| items and services that Oswald probably purchased while in ;«-?7
‘Mexico and whilevtraveling to and_from Mexico. It ﬁas agreed T
that Slawson and"Laréon would meet Monday to go through this , G?ﬁj
in getail., | | -
We then discussed the deéirabiiity of our obtaining .
a more complete knowledge of the procedures of the Cuban Eﬁf
. Embassy, especlally as they relﬁte to the practice in granting ?75
=  visas and the different»kinds.or travel permits which would be -
i ESRADED CONFIDENML o
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”{;_ discussed brierly what would be the moet convenient place to

have theae egente meet uith & representative of the Commission
for the taking of their depositions, Anderson replied that
either Washington or New Orleans would be fine from his point

of view, We reviewed with'Andereon the procedures which we

hoped to follow in authenticating thin evidence through the -;Qy
AN
agents, as we had explained it to Lareon on Friday, and —

Anderson agreed that it would be a workable arrangement. In
this connection it came out that Oswald's tourist card appli-
| | cation; which was made from New Orleans, was not handled by
g.' the FBI Mexican office and therefore authenticating it would =5
: be a problem to be handled elsewhere, We agreed that we'would'

pursue thils when we returned to Washington.

We requested an 1temized 1ist of the cost of the

items and eerVicee“thaf Oswald prebably purchased while in éé;?
'Mexico and while traveling to and from Mexico. It was agreed T
that Slaweon and'Lareon would meet Monday to go through this Eff:
in detail. | - | gfﬁf
We then discussed the deéirabiiity of our obtaining | _

a more complete knowledge of the procedures of the Cuban if

Embassy, especially as they relete to the practice'in granting ?~

visas and the different»kinds of travel permits which,weuld be -
L . 'E%é;
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available to someone in Oswald's ciroumstanoes. Likewise, we

K3

were 1nterested in learning what obstacles to travel between
Mexico and Cuba there might be that derived from the Mexican,
rather than the Cuban;‘authorities. Anderson agreed to glve

us as full = report on this as he could, but the difficulties

o
i

B

are obvious, In general, he told us that, largely at the
instigation of the Uriited States government, the Mexican author-
1tles are very strict about Americans traveling between Cuba

and Mexico. For example, their passports are stamped "Departed
for Cuba on ,1964" before the traveler gets on an airplane
bound for Cuba;l'Likewise. the Mexican Immigretlon officials
will not permit anyone, whether Mexican or American, to depart
for Cuba unless he has the proper Cuban travel permits. No
special Mexican travel permit is required for Americans at »
least, but7the Mexican officials indirectly enforce Cuban law §3§
by insisting upon complete Cuban documentation. (It should be 2
pointed out that this is unusual. Normally, border officials :iy
are concerned only with persons entering their country or with | s
their own nationals who might be leaving.) We pointed out to | |
Anderson that the reason for our concern that we get this |
_1nformation nas that we needed it to test the plausibility, .
and thereby the reliability, of the other evidence we had on e
what Oswald wes dolng and trying to do at the Cuban and Soviet

Embasaies,»l.e., ‘we wanted to- aee whether his aotivities made o ~.§?k_

. Aummny,,,g_l ,g“ é@. (2./2
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senge 1n the light of the normal cuban and Hexican procédures.
we then briefly disousaed the "two suitcase problem. Zii
We related how we had evidence that when Oswald left New Orleans
for Mexico he was carrying two suitcases but that all our
evidence relating to his travels in Mexico pointed to the fact
th#t he han;with'hlm only”g“ainglqléuitoase,,a small blue | E;i
zipper bag. Marina‘'s testimony and the testimony of Mrs. Ruth -
Paine both tended to confirm the oné-suitcase evidence, We
said that we did not want the FBI to undertake any kind of
search immediately, because we had not yet had an opportunity .y
to ré-intérrogate_our'witnegses in New Orleans who had testi- o
fied to there being two sultcases, but assuming that such
re-interrogation confirmed their testimony in this respect,
‘we wondered what kind of aearches in or around laredo, Texas
or Nuevo Laredo, Mexico for suoh a missing suitcase might be ééi
practical. Anderson and larson both felt that the FBI was | o
fully cgpable of searching Lﬁredo and Nuevo lLaredo for a ?f:
missing suitcase, neither town being so big as to make such a ;f;
search unreasonably difficult. | ?i
 We told Anderson that we had not yet come to a firm gi}
decision as to vwhether we would ﬁant to bring Albert Osborne f?;
to washingtdn or elsewhere in the United States to testify .
; 5etore,the_QQmmisg;gn_q:,a:rgprgqgntgtivq_or the COmmiasion, ) %gg
-:s_:&%« REGRADED BDRHDEHIML —
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v, ® o even on a voluntary baéis. Certainly if he were going to

resist testirying and we had to subpeona him, we wanted to

B

think further about it. In the meantime we wondered what the
FBIlin Mexico could do as to keepiﬁg track of Osborne so that
we bould'obtain him on reasonably short notice if we desired to

do so in the future. After some diﬁcuas;pn_or-the alternatives

l

open in Mexico, where 05borné was at last report, for 'keeping
tabs" on an individual, Anderson replied that he would ask the
Mexican police to put Osborne on &8 "two week reporting basis.”

He rélt sure the Mexicans would comply. This means that

$0

1%

Osborne, being a person under suspicion and being an allen, is
told that he must come into a certain police station and report

on a regular basis., Two weeks 1s a common interval for this

sort of thing, but 1s sometimes even done on a daily basis.

A daily reporting schedule is extremely burdensome, however,

L

especially for someone who cannot'afford to travel by auto-

mobile, as we believe 18 the case with Osborne, and especially 7$;
when that person is liv&ng far from the police station to which | :
he has to report, If necessary, sald Anderson, the Mexican o .T@f
poliée at our request will order Osborne deported and give us

advance warning of whenfand vwhere he will be pushed across the
border.‘ We could then ;rrange to have someone waiting for him
north ofvthe Rio Gﬁande;with afsubpoena.: Anderson of course

R O=P—ftepn g P PEORADED ClNFIDENIML
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| “understood that nothing like this should be requested of the

v
3

_Hexioans without rirst getting our approval.

,
"W

|

We then requested that the FBI prepare a large,

clear map of Mexico City and mark on it each of the places

which have some bearing on Lee Harvey Oswald's actions in the

city, "This map would then be authenticated and described by

i one of the FBI agents, probably Larson, at the "authentication

1 -meeting" we contemplated holding in New Orleans or Washington.

% In addition, in the meantime, we would like such a map

? ' prepared informally for our own use. Anderson agreed to do s
this and said that Larson would deliver the informal map to us I

i on Ménday. a '

1 We inquired whether the FBI in Mexico City had been

| asked to undertake any investigations of Jack Ruby or persons L
or incidents related to him._ Anderson sald that they had not 3&:
been asked to do 80 except that they were asked to report any- i—_
thing they knew or could find out on Ruby himself. All they had ?%;
been able to dig up was one old friend of Ruby's in Guadalajara, il

| who did not have much to say. They had made passenger and ,?'
Ammigration checks on travel to and from Cuba for the past few ;f
years insofar as such 1hrormation was still available, but did I
not find Ruby's name listed. L
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o g we askcd Anderson if he had a copy of the "dossier“

‘~on Oswald mentloned in the Ambasaador Mann rile.‘ He replied
that he did not have one but assumed that it could be found
someplace, since 1t of course existed at the time, and said

that he would forward a copy to us,
./,,"" . ’

' We then discussed theVAlvarado situation and pointed

! out that wé had never received a final report on him.

% Anderson replied that his agency had not taken the primary

| responsibility here but that the CIA had handled this investi-
gation, We agreed that we would bring this up with Winston
Scott. |

_ Winston Scott had previously mentioned to us that he
thought that Anderson had heard'some.vague»fumors}from_
expatriate American communists in Mexico that might bear on
the asaasaination and éuégested we ask:Andéréon about them,
Scott had said that An?erson hadvapoken with him about this
. information many weéks?before, to inquire whether the CIA could
V;j‘ shed any light on 1t, EAccordingly, we brought the subjeot up
| with Anderson. Andersdn replied that an American expatriate
communist nemed. Elizabéth Mora, known in left wing circles in

Mexico as “Betty Mora,_ had made some rather vague asgsertions

-about Oawald which, through informants, Anderson 8 office was
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tfying_to-follow,up; For the last mbnth or two, however,'
Betty;Mofa had been éxtremély'oiogjand so this whole line of
investigation was temporarily stymied. For several years
‘Betty Mora has not been in good health, and in Anderson's
'opinion she 1s not a reliable person anywrv, 80 he did not feel
'fhat her assertione ‘would ever amount to much._ He promised us
-a report on them, however, notwithstanding his feeling that

they were not to be acoorded a great deal of weight.

Finaily, we poaed the question to Anderson:whetnef
he knew of anything‘furfher, important or unimportant, which
wa‘es-bepneséntatives of the-President'a COmmisaion oughtito
be told, After some thinking and after asking Larson whether
he haa angthing along these lines and receiving a negative
response, Anderson replied that he believed he had given us

everything he knew. L

We then briefly dropped into the CIA's office again
and saw Soott and wWhite. We were told by White that the
examination of the reels of photographs pertaining to the time
periods covering Gutierrez' visits to the Cuban Embassy had
been examined and that the results were negative. No auto-

" mobiles appeared‘in the photographs and no persons were SHoms
who answeredofhe desoriptiOns-giﬁen by'Gutierrez or'who might

have been Gutierrez himself. (I will note here that we did
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not ask the CIA to have these photographs displayed dlrectly

‘5to Gutierrez.f;This would of courséyhave been the easiest way

of determining whether the person he 1dentifiedlaa the Cuban‘
who passed the money to Oswald was shown in one of the phéto-
graphs; but this'would also have involved such a serious breach

wof OIA security arrangemente that we did not believe that it

was Justified )

We then ‘asked Scott and White the same question we
- had asked Anderson about there being any further 1nformation

ﬁ:we should be given. His answer, oonourred 1n by White, was to .

a the same effect as. Anderson's.
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At nbmt 9t15 a.m. !h'. Blawson met with Mr. Rolfe Iarson

... . eodoue other FEI agmt,  Verious mps of the Pedersl District of . B
S ftaxice (vhhh inclndes M.ca Ctty) were exmmined and ve sgreed that I e
B omormehxge,elmmgmndmtmantheofﬁcmmbu
far shoving the locstion of, various pleces which Lee Harvey Osvald
prodebly uummuummm« City. Mr. larson said that _ | -
LT mmmmmwmymm forwarded to the .’f@
: Om:oimiathcmfutm. For ny personal use in the time vhile [
the large formal mep was be:f!.ng prepared, Mr. Larson delivered to me
o smeller mep which had these sume locations marked on it. |
ma o Ve then vent thmn ench of the 1tems of jysicel evidemcs o
M;mmmum»cuy. ‘Por & description of these —
; mu/, reference. ie mmwm&mmnmm' dated %‘
; » 1964 grom Wi David Slevsan, :mmz "Items of Physical b
xvlauee ¥hich day Relate to Osvald's Mertoan Trip,” & copy of Which P
hlamatwumm e »
) mmauwmmwcmumma |
be discoversd dy fNurther mrk in mtiou with silver identifieation ¥

l
' melet inseribed "Marina.” ] Mr. laxson and Mr. Clarke Anderson had

¥
st w. ., eviounly peinted. M that,. W $han :m Mlyer ehopd in Mexico - £ ficon

L City had been questianed as to this tracelet on the beste ofm - - ..o
¥  RRwEanirgRie, RESRACED cwrwrmu .y
o} photogreph of it end, despite the fact that scme minar mkingq”hm(*..(((@t Bizgss”
s : | , " ,41«4_ vers, .,\my_s/,ﬁ
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wowqh, mdmwbﬁsﬁmmtwmwmmelem

ofthisnndanﬂthenfmnm-mterviwotthmwwldelmst
certainly again be wtinai Ve also felt that ‘even if the ghop
should be discovmd whieh sold this bracelet to Leo Hamy Ogwald, .

'.mnmmamemwnumaumuu. he probably

l
sold the m«m to :omme
« Iarson noted dwn all the wwda on the back flyleaf
of the Spanish-English dictiomry and he also noted the markings

on pages 5, mmmmmmmmnmu Bone of us

mmmmmhebat%tmmmdmm

these writings andmx‘kings, ut we felt that Mr. Iarson at least

ought to have them with him. _ _
memmllgimmwﬂmfeltmbemcmaa

,,_.:soummmmmm. ummcn, mzwmwmm :

m1twmmmwmw1%3mnmd.eouty
m«mammmwnwmmmszm end
memuﬁmwm presuwmably in Dallas or

 Mr, mmm'amaummmmmwo:oma'

' |
address bdook, n:mamzmmummortnemm
,mmbernmdudmutoseaittheynferredtothembaMuand

airunutovhuhthcynmtomfum,utheydmuot,hemdd

'rwmmmmumwm.- In sddition,
mm«aummheémwrmmmmmmmu A

47 21/2;

hed ever showm up at the Wbano Mrnm o8 the sddress book Micaten,
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N thu of m vul mm some dltﬂuluu and -y mt be
el mmn chb&ahh. mm tor the uttm fust mentiomed,

n-emld oeewnn'therbelyrmtbemieal exhibits in the
Mexican investigation at this point.
| I then mtioned to Mr. larson and the other agent that

'.A_mmomammuuutommmtmtmmw
t014 her, after he veturned from Mexieco, that while there he had

nummmmmmmmmwdomhemmwget‘
to“Cubaandhsdalnoae&abunﬁght, vieited some musoums and done

‘ mn@t—uﬁw mmauamtmmmmtmhaa
‘anwmcmmtmmumimuthmmmm

mtmmmmmbmmmﬂaiungﬂwmmthe&mday
in question but alo that no one thers 18 at all certsin that he aid
mtviutthaarm. Mhmm, thuvitumtionintha'm
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and necktie with him, It vas mentionsd in this connection that the E_",

. . Jal alel gamos in Mexico Clty are strictly reserved for persons who i“_“_"

are properly sttired end that no men can enter without & necktle.

This ylus the fuet thet the ticket taker et the gato, who 1s a

: met!.ed professional informer for: thc polica in Mexico City, soys
emphatically thatt)mlddidmtwth@e, lead us to conclude
that Osvald never wemt to the Jai alal gamos despite the notation in

LT s SpendsheAmerican diotionmry-indlesting that he inteoted to do so.

fo The fact that be failed tc méntion waything about the jai alal games AR ey
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m:emmmemmtmqmummmm_ %:
T Marina's statesmt thet Osald £24d he had visited same musews. ’
- They felt they kmew two miseuns vhich wnder the circurstances Orwnld |

would probably have visited. One of them hne & ceretoker vho tekes i
an empeciel interest in Americmns and it wus felt that he might be |
_amwwmummmmmm. Mr. lerson and e
, ’che other egent agroed that they voulsd follow this lesd mt the | ' "'—"
P ‘ eurllmopporbmity. - i
J I then told lerson that the Cosnission was interested in |
eatabli@hina u.mrly as popﬂblo-tht_mﬁt of money spent by _,;_,‘_:_&
B 'Mmomutmnmtom'!‘mmcocuyandwhuehem L_:
N“*u the city. In this comneotion 1t was agreed that the Mexican |
) ofﬂca of the FEI would forwerd to the Commlssion, through chonnels,
T an Stonizel estiuate of Osvald's expuusas vhich would include at |
1 mmmmwmmmmmmm T
;" 2 The fee for the travel wgency, if eny, paid hy Osveld T
- for his northbound trevel reservatiouss - -«
3. fhe mt of 0m1d's room at the Hotel del Comereio) t::}
S 4. The approximate food cost, including food he ate
. vhdle traveling on the tuses; i
5, Cost of the bull risht 1n the section in which Oewsld +
o probobly saty ,
6. The cost, 1t sny, of the mwewns which he visited; —~
S - m&o in liuico cm. (w mxonination of the m of .
the city ve agreed that Dewald garobebly took . i
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tuo m@mﬁw ma e was in that - mighboﬂmd);
8. Varfous telephone calls (Iu this connection I told

- Lavson that it would be sufficient for owr purposes

4f the FUI were to fumish us with the cost of a _

single local call, since ve yere probably in & babter . o Lo

Nﬁm ﬁﬂ W out. W'  telaphona ealls Opwald . .- v [

- szlme ‘of six p&etum pwtcardk.

55 L, um Mr. Slawson theanm went to Mr. Winston Scott's office where
;-‘.:?" he mt Mr. Beots's ﬁmtary, “Dottia, &8 arranged by Mr. Scott

‘ ' thawimauw Mﬁew&mmwyhmst _

mwmmmammmmwww.am SR S

| _ and resmined in the rovm throughout the entire time M. mmrsem '

| worked on them. Mr. Slawson spent wmtil sbout 11130 ¥mking notes

mmmmw mmxmmmammnmtm. me;ne'

Lo Wﬂ, me N

IR S 'J

tﬂmm mmml Wa M ’wo of*\w !w&d 2 very hyiaf aiac\maion
"vsthmcmmmm@mm Me, Villons told Anderscm
'imt:e, wmm, mmmmmmm@wummm
"Ammuywmumqumuwwmmmemmm
'muMeamymua: thomminﬁxicht}mmeamma
out thedr work in ctmnecum v.i.th the amwmum. It was apparent,
-hmm, that mm fm the ”Axmw Wum;m, vhich 80 rar

B ST ». **My‘ NASS. nm /%"
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vith expertence in Mexieo had been aseigned to the job., Mr. Willens
m@wm’ummu@ameatmmuu- ante.
Mr. Anderson answered that he now sgreed that the delay
3 ,m wmh. He ma that the a:mt efter the mmaimum ' ....z:«-
wmmmmymmmmmmwmmm E_
rewults would be echieved hy working primerily through the lMextean
authorities, who at the tine vere certainly highly motivated by the
Seatre to clear their eountry of eny involvement by discovering
eny Cubem or other commpiracy or instigatiom vhich might have o
existed and vho sppesred ressonably competemt. Afiderson poimted —
out umtan attmtv to throw in our own men at the time might
have had sdverss political affects and therefors have hindered the
over<all effort. m,mmm-wmu,m:u ) s
the maqum Hotel del Comercio imvestigation snd the failure of —_—
appenved on the Transpartes mm mm mifest, shoved o 2
that the Maxiloan's investigation wvas not good encugh. When thet
bmmarmt,midhdmm, mm'ammmusmenIto .
the Jobs | 3
o' ' 1 Tie
e ¢ - Leter ip the moning, t o Sime 8bout nocn, Howerd § i";
WM&.WWW!&.WW, vigited -
Mr. Boonstra, Mimdster for Politicul Affwirs at the American Ivbassy.
Two points were discussed vith Mry Boonstrm. e i GEAFIEES AL
| - | » | cbzx;ot‘ )1/79/v>
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et Ry, e 1 abouth,’ x&ﬂs 5 this ...Euyn.o

C ith e Eﬁu?ﬂ? ss&!» 5 .E-os&u Bebosey who dealt

| nost frequontly with Osvald. 'The Melcan Government, through Mr. lade

Beheverris, Meting Socretmy of the Interior, had declined owr

suggesticn tint ve sak Jre. Duren %0 appou at the Anericen Bbmsay

o el whes kel 68585. aboub rrenging o6 informl meeting with

. Duran, Lehevarria rescted coolly, although he stopped short of flatly
o u.g.aaw»uw .go sugsestion, so we &,uaﬁa& the uoau»g&..&wu. of

contscting her to ask for her voluntary uppearsnce in Weshington,
10 Ds Gep Or aloevhme in the Unsted Stabes to give testimony to the

Mr. Boonstre perscnally felt that such en eppronch to
. , M. Dwran might be scceptable politically tart he wmdww:ow to mke
wh E -nﬁggggg saylng that guﬂﬁa&u comles e
IRt dmpertent enoughi S0 be resolved ak Abe bigher Javels of the i
; . | .m«&& gn An Weshington, We E aaﬁbas however, that the
s e&e%&&nuﬁeuv_«:s aﬁnuqﬁgdﬁza letter to
T e, Deren, migned iy o Leo Reikin, 40 the Americsn Bibessy in
Mexico City for vedelivery to Mrs. ‘Duren by registered meil, The
§¢§§§§§3¢§3&&§n¢8§ Ve all
egreed that :gﬁogz«:%«:%&zs to include @ st
i 635»8: in ﬁa datter, to bs g in m....»... R. her us..ﬁtp el
EPPEATEnCo. #dﬁ u&«gﬁo%é gﬁﬁfgﬁﬁa

R T S . N .

agﬁgﬁ&g%gqggﬁﬂ _
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Swins chmeln that the Cuten govermment forwerd its efmplete file
on Lee Harvey Ogvald to the Comrission. It wes pointed out that the
testimony of Silvia Duran plus certain other indepsndent evidence

| avnileble to us indtesty stroogly that leo Burvey Omald setunlly

mde out @ forml application for & Cuban viss, which presumsbly is

in his hendwriting or nt least #igned by him, and the Cuben government
went 5o fur ap to act ou this appuentim and authorize the issuance
'aamcwﬂmwwmmmmammm,
about 15 days after his vistt to the Cuban Bubmssy. Ehould these
dogumtn be twned over to:the Coamdssion, they probably eoculd be
independently suthenticated through Omwald's handwriting. Ir. Boonstro
vas inclined to feal that wuch @ roguest might not only serve the

‘ ;gmmetﬂum&mmmmhotmmwmt

to the Mhited States Govexmxwent. He comented that the Cuban
govermmont might choose o conply because it was presently seeking
Mdt&imﬂththﬁwmm #nd because 1t might
bewaofthcmmww-hwﬂmttuimohmtaﬂthoﬂmﬂ
vere imnocent snd Nully disclosed by Eilvis Duren in her interrogation
with the Mexican palice. Nalther Mr. Boomstré nor Mr. Anderson

could think of any meterisl adverse political results which would
m:wtrmumhumuut, cimwth!‘altm&itma thenoat

"‘mmummm.wwmwmumn
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“E. e, /us: 31 ‘fVi/(”-) B wev

aumutnmmmna this mo Mre mmm “Decionsity ot mIL.{
m,mn&tmnmwmmwmumm

12:3 pome o 1100 pop.
N _ ] mmmm«wuw'm&m'-mm )
"mmmmwmwmmmmﬁmm
% ve had worked and thanking them for their ecooperation. Ve also mmde

! pome last minute srrangenents to have e notes nnd‘dmtery

wteriel, most of vhich vas clmmsified "Confidential” or ' "secm,"
-.wuuummmwmmmm This vos -
i muwww.umm'am mmm

and denvm-y armnsmmta vere completed we left the !knbamsy, had
lwnch end vere lster met at the Continentsl Niltom Hotel by Clarke
| mmmmmmwwmmmﬂ We departed |
Y me Zastert Allines Fiight foe’ Washingbous vie Bew Orleans ub mo .

a7 e R mmawwﬁ-_
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The Erdasay of the Uaited States of /werica precents
1ts compliments to the Minlstry of Foreign Relstions and has the

‘honor to refer to the offieisl tnvestigation being contucted by

the OGovermment of the United Stetes of Ameriece into all possible

‘aspecte of the assaesination of President Jokn F. Kenmedy on

Hovember 22, 1963, and especially into the activities of the
alleged assssain, lee Harvey Oswald.

 ‘The Pubesay deeply spprecistes the cooperation which
Pexicen agencies have heretofore extended to the Government of

~ the United States in developing information which ecould prove

pertinent to that officisl imvestigstios, end it would be
sdditionally holpful 4f the Govermment of Mexico could meks

‘vailedle to the Dbussy as detailed a report as ls fessible

on the investigation conducted in Mexico by natiomal sgencies
into the estivities of Les Harvey Osveld during the time thst
uumgoummum.,

The Prbassy would slso be most spmecistive 1 the report
thould inclule & desaription of thove measures which the Govermoemt

‘of Mexieo may have teken fmmedistely upon hesring of the assessing-

tion of President Kemnedy, such as cpecisl vigilance st points of
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 eutzy, et other steys related to the sftemath of the

essassinstion. |
~ The Brbassy wishes to assure the Ministry of Foreign
Reletions thsat vhatewsr report is mede milable. to 1t -by the
mmwm:mmummucumm
mmmwatummamneo. |
The Erdassy of the United States svalls iteelf of this

occasion to remaw to the Ministry of Foreign Relations the
ssoursnces of its highest snd most distinguished considerstion.

Befbessy of the United States of America,
ﬂhﬂiﬁO, De F., ‘W!il 10, 196“0
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