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Memo for Record 

Sul:?j ect: LIONION Photo Operation targeted against the Cuban Consulate 

From: RSG 

flTJMMARY v/'"~ 
Available records show that the VLS-2, an automaticftriggering device, 

t·~Ai' r oc.~s a -f 
waspeing installed at the ~IONION basehouse on 27 Sept. 63. This device 

was to be used with the K-100 16nnn movie camera or the Robot Star 35nnn 
'11l e.s e.. r.y ~te..w.s w ru-- <?- • 

still camera. I4i -,vas aimed at the gate of the Cuban Consulate. The first 

test pictures were sent t~ Heqdq~rters at attachments to HMMA-22433 on 

7 November 1963. One of the at:!!~gl.:@en.ts) (Aj shows the VLS-2 coverage of 

the Consulate gate. Obvious in this photo is a sign indicating the hours· 

of the Consulate (for visas). The hours are 10-2, Monday through Friday. The...~t~ 
m\~ +~-t-- f~~ ~~ 'ta...l'-4-vv ~s ....,-""K~w~, 
A later monthly report for 1-31 December 1963 (HMMA-22726), discusses the 

/ 
installation of a SEQUENCE camera on 17 Decmber 1963 \dth hours of operation 

against the Consulate of 0900 to 140~ ~office houes of the Cons~ate )~· 

Subsequent monthly reports confirm that the SEQUENCE camera was indeed 

the Pulse Camera. 5b!ll81X:IDll:mCbod:!!!DD!::x:H:xl!!XX!aCI!!'Kl!~ The record, then, snows: 

A. The Pulse Camera was installed,for the first time, 
on 17 December 1963. 

B. No coverage of the Consulat e~d prior to 27 Sept. 1963 
whem the VLS-2 and K-100 or Robet tar systems were ~Q..if'4\ 
installed during the mornin , 9MXx~~~mm~mx t 

~ \'-'>\5\ 
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DISCUSSION 

HSCA Researchers, Dan Hardway and Ed Lopez, reviewed Agency files on 

the follov1ing dates : 

26 May 1978 
22 June 1978 
5 July 1978 
2o July 1978 
21 July 1978 

This files contain materials cited in the SUMMARY, including sample 

photos of the Consulate gate using the K-100 and Robot Starr systm?~ 

triggered by the VLS-21!;teleen Eiel:!'iHg a teet l'l~ieQ.. These systems are 
. . fQ..) .,,~0...>1\.' 

readily identifiable by nature of the 1prints. The K-100 is 16nnn format 

and is so marked on the r~erse side of the print (although misidentified 

as Atiachement A to HMMA-22433 When it should have been Attacrument B). 

The Robot Star is 35 nnn format. ~None of these prints, 

which ·t-rere sent to Headquarters as test resl:ll.ts on 7 November 1963, has the 

distinctive mark of the Pulse Camera in the lo-wer left · corner. The truJ-se 

Camera recorded a time/date tmage in the lower left corner from an internal 

Accutron movement. This can be seen in a sample picture sent to Headquarters 
. .. . ...... ,.. .... ~:-'· ~ t' . ' ';..... ._•. _ ... ' ~"\ . . 

.. on 22 June 1965'l(HMMA.-26414), entitled Details of LIONION Pulse Camera 

Operation. This report coni:irms, too, that the Pulse Camera did mot begin 

operation until "mid-December 1963." 

SKIAA!CS'txiO 

OO'ERENCES c_~u!~ .f'~ 'J)ul/"~ -tc.s+-• ~'( +~ 
The ·v.rarren Connnission record .assuems1 Oswald visited the Cuban Consulate 

S.C.N~' I ~ o!+e-(' , . 
1' upeB""a''riving in Mexico City on the ~rning of 27 September 1963. That 

same morning, across the street at LIERODE basehouse, the new trigger device 

and K-100/Robot Star systems were in pr~ess of being installed. If the installation 

were to have gone· smoothly, the systems may have been tested against the 
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target at the very moment when Oswald ~ is a:eG~d to have appeared. However, 

the reocrd of tr~t monnings efforts shows that the K-100 had a maJ.f~ctioning 

part which had to be re-machined. 'JS!M.; o~r; . 0.., t~~-
would have . b.E;,en_te:w....!!.;tapge:t'S!.!..-a;.,a1.aJ:ab~en-·for - Oswald ' . ,, 
is confirmed to have visited the Consulate between 16 0 and 1630. Since he 

appeared after normal hours of the photo operation,. ich terminated at the 

· published Consulate c+osing time of 1400, elihood of having ~ photo 
~~~~ 

of hiilhs remote. EVEE:e!!!~d· f-sS'Ittwe~h'l--.:e~o)V-E!l!a,ge-41<~H:;e--ilhatarv-vee-.ee-ee1ee'l'l:tttr:•~e~d:~dw:m-i:inngg~mo:noli:"'!Rt9iBi:ftg 

-t~ti.l:l&-fmd-WeR-Gs:we:l:d\ on?-ra& ~ ~ : · 

t~rd-does-Bo-t-sb.oM~~ ~ 

30 September 1963 at 

normal hours and started to operate the · K-100 and Robot Star systems against 

as he was instructed to do (HMMA-22307), 

the test photos sent to H_;,P ua.rters may have been the result. 5&2 None of 

these individuaJ.s appea?s" to be Osvrald. The War:een Commission concludes, too, 

that Osv~ald only visi-t Consulate on 27 and 28 September. 28 S13ptember 

is a Saturday. The Consulate 

The LIONION' ~ basehou 
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cording :idm to the posted sign). 

e onl.y operated Mondo;ys thgouh Fr~di 



/ 

It is possible that this installation, begun in the morning, may have taken 

well into the afternoon to complete because~ (1) this was a new installation 
c:::tA-~..____~ . 

in a new room of the basehouse·~) the technicians experienced problems With 
o-~~.*~~.q 

the equipment. The ultimate set-up would have been tested1\ihen it was complete. 

But the Consulate officially closed at 1400 hours, after which there would 

have been few, if any, targets (at the gate) for test purposes! It may have 

been likely, then, that the installation, when completed, was not tested 

against actj.al ( and ava.iable) targets until the opening of business, Monday 

morning, 30 September. Oswald is not lmown to have visited the Cons~te ,.. ..A. 

Saturday b "' -,.1_ 1 ~ tJ \If"\"- Jb_J.a ;;k, ~ 'Nif 
after128 September. ~e f'Mc!i CtJC/:.Jo$)f- 111=i.a. I,...._ '- F 

-----~--~- ~ t. (fY\ s~ ,I)J\.~.:s. 
(~ . il:ra~JJUI'8iliS tOjtimony ~a:i-cates-~d visited the Consulate tw.Lce 

I o~riqay, 27 Sept~er: in the morning wh~~ted-bim-to the Soviet 
J ~~ ~~ 
) Consulate; i~ hhe afternoon (4 pm) when she telephoned the Soviet Constil te and 

.1 ~ ,~· 11 

when the Cuban Co~ Azc;ee argued with /d. The "morning visit, which 

vas OswaJ.a's first contact with the CubarVConsulate ~ occured 

~ 1A_~ / ' 
~uring official office ho~~~~rThis is strengthened by the fact. the 

he viaS again at the Consula7aft~r~siness ho~Jt 4 pm. If ~e had not 

visited earlier during norrmal business hours, he·~- have been rebuffed Ail 

Z ~'\Jr.... (['!:liV' 

at the 4 pm visit / the suggestion t.hat he Ge~~siness hours f HE! 

was not rebuffed •. / •• from 'vhich I suggest that he~ .. .±:ASPe:fo:r e<) visited the 
/ 

Consulate before 2 pm. and, mostly likely, during the very houss that the 

technocians were in process of setting up the new inst~~rNOION 

the street. 

I conclude that the Pll probablity of having taken a photo of Oswald during 

his visit(s) t~ the Cuban Consulate on 27 Sept. 1963 is remote. 
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SUPPlEMENTAL :oo'ORMATION 

The files reveal the following supplemental information: 

A.rLITAMIL 7, L'ITAMIL jl_ penetrations of the Cuban Embassy, 
~ere aware of and gssisted in the production of LIONION. 
HSCA researchers have reviewed this item. 

had access to 
B. LIONION I and 2 were terminated 1/11/72. The termination 

report assumed that they were either do~ed o, their 
operation was being monitored. 
HSCA researchers have had access to this item. 

c. LIONION 1 and 2 intended to resettle in Hadrid on 1 Sept. 72. 
HSCA researchers have had access to this item. 

D. 70 volumes (5 packages) of LIONION production from late 61 
through December 1968 were sent to Record Center, 12 Aug. 69 
to Headquarters With a recommendation that they be for~rded 
to Records Center for retention of 10 years from date of 
information. (thus, the earlier production may have been 
destroyed!) 

This item is HMMA-37684. Unknown if HSCA has seen. 

E. Photos of Pulse Camera in operating position sent to Headquarters 
as Enclosure 3, HMMA-22881, 13 Eeb. 64. Location of Enclosure 
or HMMA.-22881 unknown to undersigned. 
Unkno~m if HSCA has seen. 

F. Photos taken using Pulse Camera were sent to Headquarters 
as HMMA-22836, 31 Jan. 64. Location of photos unknow.n.to undersigned. 
Unknown if HSCA has seen. 

G. Pulse CAmera removed for reconditioning during MaY 64. 

H. All equipment removed from LIONION basehouse on 26-27 Sept. 64 
for 6-8 "tveeks as precaution after release of Warren Commission 
Report. 

I. LIONION basehouse partially reactivated, 25 Nov. 64 \·rith 
only coverage of the Embassy gate •••• Pulse Camera to be 
installed in near future. 
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Various Items Re; LIONIONP Project 

Item 

1. LIONION Project initiation, 16 Feb. 1965. 

"Both I and II kno-w they are "WOrking for AIS. 
(Lri'AMIL-7 and Lri'AMIL-~ 'Who are penetrations 

of the Cuban Embassy, are a"Yiai'e of this activity 
as they are used to help identify individuals 
photographed." 

2 • LIONION "Was originally a "t-lalkin agent in Havana. 
"This in iteself is enough to make him suspect." 

· AM/QUAKE and AM/STAFF 
"We are further assuming that they (~) 
then either doubled him (L-:t) mr (L-2) or that they 
are successfully monitoring the op. thru a combination 
of physical and audio surveillance." 

('--:-IJ L·"l..) . 

"Theyfintend to depart Mexico for Madrid on l Sept. 72" 
(to resettle) 

Seen By/When 

DH 5/2~, 7/5, 7/21 

L-I, L-2 Termination 
HMMA-41490 l/11/72 

DH 5/26, 7/5, 7/21 

3. Details of LIONION Pulse Camera Operation HMMA-26414 22 June 65 
,• 

" This dispatch is intended to familiarize IIDQTRS 'With the 
details of the Pulse Camera operation in Mexico City, Which 
"Was meunted in Decmber 63 and is targeted against :ek the 
Cuban Embassy and Consulate. 

" The technfcian arrived 'With this particular piece of 
equipment (Pulse Camera) during mid-December 63, and 
proceeded to install and test it at the LIONION-I 
basehouse." 

"The Pulse cAmera is in operation 6 hours per day, 
5 days each -week •• 11 

11Attached are samples of photographis coverage from 
the Pulse Camera ••• 11 

(Note
1
the unique time/date stamp in the lo-wer 

left corner of the Pulse Camera frame •• this 
only comes from that camerat) 

~asJ in 2. 
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4. Use of the VIS-2 Trigger Device . at the LIERODE Basehous.e 7 Nov. 63 

HAAMA-1.~"il~een by DR and EL 6/22 

C & "The VIS-2 Trigger Device, installed athe LIERODE bashhouse to 
cover the Consulate entrance, is performing ivell vr.i.th little 
false triggering." 

"See Enclosure A for the VIS-2 area of coverage~' 

"L-22 (LIONION-I) used the K-100 idth a 152mm lens for 
one day, turning in 10 feet of 16mm film. (See Enclosure 
B for the results of this testing. ) 11 

· 

NOI'E: This could have occurred on the Monday after 
the eqpt was installed. ioe. 30 Sept. 63. 
Thus, the coverage for that day (which can 
be found) only amounts to this one test 
picture. It is definitely the K-loo, as 
distinguished from the Pulse Camera 
because it is 16 mm. 

"The Robot Star (35mm) ••• is •• nm-1 be!ng used ivit:b. the VIS-2 
on th~project. (See Enclosure C for _this coverage) · 

5. Operational Monthly Report - 1-30 Sept. 63 

"On the morning of 27 Sept. 63, a technician 
installed the VIS-2 Trigger Device a t the 
LIERODE basehouse" . 

HMMA.-22307 18 Oct. 63 

"L-22 (LIONION-I) was requested to test the Robot Star 
camera for 4 days and the K-100 for another 4 days. 
When satisfactory results of this testing become 
available to the Station, they will be forwarded to 
OI'S/Photo Ops Branch for examonation." 

Production Figures on Jobs PRocessed. 

No 16mm film was processed as "productioJ?-" for 
for period of this report. 
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6. Operational Monthly R~port 1-31 Dec. 63 HMMA-22726 1/16/64 

"On the morning of 17 Dec. 63 the technician m~t L-22 (LIONION) 
at the LIERODE basehouse to instiUl. the 35 nnn SEQUENCE camera 
and the VIS-2 trigger device •••••• As of this re:po:bting, the 
SEQUENCE camera is using approximate~y 100 feet of film 
between 0900 and 1400 hours (office hou:ss of the Consulate)." 

7. LIONION Production HMMA - 87684 . 12 Aug~ 69 File 50-6-122/4 
Box #1: 61-Dec. 63 

"Forearded for Headquarters retention are 70 11olumes ( 5 packages) 
of the photographic take of LIONION from the late 1961 through 
Deqember 1968 •••••• it is requested that Headquarters retire 
these volumes to the Records Center ••••• Station suggests 
that a retention period of 10 years from the date of 
information may be desirable. 

8. Operational Monthly Report 1-31 Jan. 64 F001A.-22881 13 Feb •. 64 

"Formrded as Enclosure 3 are · photos showing ••••• the Pulse camera, 
in operating position ••••• See HMMA-22836 dated 31 Jan. 94 for photos 
taken using the Pulse Camera." 

9. Operational Monthly RePort 1-31 May 64 

"the Pulse Camera at the tmRODE basehouse was removed 
for reconditioning and a new Pulse Camera installed •••• 
the older· camera vm.s pouched to Hdqtrs per IIl'M-1-12500. II 

11 June 64 

·, 9· OperationaJ. Monthly . Report 1-30 Sept. 64 IIMMA-2l~518 15 Oct. 64 
I 
J 

\ 
110. 
l 

".~.on 26 and 27 Sept. the LIONION basehouse aas evacuated and 
all equipfnent and supplies were renxl.ved" (because of the Warren 
Connnission report ••••• presumabl~, the basehouse VIS.S reoccupied 
after 6-8 weeks). 

Operational Mo:t:lthly REport HMMA-24922 10 Dec~ 64 for 1-30 Nov. 64 

"The LIONION basehouse was partially reactivated on 25 Nov • • •• the 
Station is receivng daily coverage of all activity around the gate 
of the Embassy ••••• it is anticipated that the pulse camera vdll 
be · installed in the near future." 
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