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Memo for Record
Subject: LIONION Photo Operation targeted against the Cuban Consulate

From: RSG

SUMMARY | clﬂﬂeyb)

Availeble records show that the VIS=2 ) an au’tomatlcTtrlggerlng device,
I T OCesS of
was")eing insgtalled at the LIONION basehouse on 27 Sept. 63. This device
was to be used with the K-100 16mm movie camera or the Robot Star 35mm

“These sy stems were

gtill camera. F—was aimed at the gate of the Cuban Consulate., The first
test pictures were sent to Heqdquarters at attachments to HMMA-22U433 on
7 November 1963, One of the a:Lachmen:bs (A) shows the VIS~2 coverage of
the Consulate gate. Cbvious in 'this photo is a sign indicating the hours’

of the Consulate (for visas). The hours are 10-2, Monday through Friday. l&\Qcﬂm‘\’Q
Thts dest Phate wes todcen 15 unKnoww .

A later monthly report for 1-31 December 196; (IMMA-22726), discusses the
installation of a SEQUENCE camera on 17 Decmber 1963 with hours of operation
against the Consulate of 0900 to lhOO/cm(office houss of the Consulate )@

Subsequent monthly reports confirm that the SEQUENCE camera was indeed

the Pulse Camera. Tx

ey The record, then, shovs:

A, The Pulse Camera was installed,for the first time,
on 17 December 1963.

B. No coverage of the Consulatg existed prior to 27 Sept. 1963
vhem the VIS-2 and K-100 or Robet 'bar sys’cems ware Loy m'
installed during the morning, hERMEERRMREIER

Y \\o\S )
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DISCUSéION
HSCA Researchers, Dan Hardway and Ed ILopez, reviewed Agéncy.files on
the following dates:
26 May 1978
22 June 1978
5 July 1978
20 July 1978
21 July 1978
This files contain materials cited in the SUMMARY, including sample

‘pho'bos of the Consulate ga:te using the K-l100 and Robot Starr systrfe’s

triggered by the VIS-2 tekeﬁ—éaftﬂg—a—teet—pemd These systems are

res> ot ant
readily identifiable by nature of the ®rints. The K-100 is 16mm format
and is so marked on the reverse side of the print (although misidentified

as Attachement A to HMMA-22L33 when it should have been Attachment B).

The Robot Star is 35 mm format. Herkiex Rxkiese None of these prints,

which were ;c,ent to Headquarters as test resmlts on 7 November 1963, has the
distinctive mark of the Pulse Camera in the lower left corner. The Bulse
Cemera recorded a time/date #mage in the lower left corner from an internsal
Accutron movement This can be seen in a sample picture sent to Headquarters

proran \’\D‘VT{ + o

= "Ton 22 June 19657 (HMMA-261L11L), entitled Betails of LIONION Pulse Cemera

Operation. This report confirms, too, that the Pulse Camera did mot begin

operation until "mid-December 1963."

2 KGRI AK

LS concluoles From Daran ACstimany TAT

The Werren Cormission record Jsa.assuems:T Oswald visited the Cuban Consulate
sosmvatind  odter
1 uper~arriving in Mexico City on the Morning of 27 September 1963. That
same morning, across the street at LIERODE basehouse, t’ne new trigger device

and K-100/Robot Star systems were in proveés of being installed. If the installation

were to have gone smoothly, the systems may have been tested against the
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Su f? OSQJ\

targé‘b at the very moment when Oswald sppmx is assa%!&ed to have appeared. However,
the reocrd of that momnings efforts shows that the K-100 had a malfunctioning

part which had to be re-machined.% Sine

would have been few.ttargetsi-avaiiab % Spest~purposes! Oswald

AN

is confirmed to have visited the Consulate between 1600 and 1630. Since he

o ha v
of hirf}is remote.
~testing-and-vhen--Oswadd-was—onty-assumet: e-been...akthe Consulate,

Assuming that LIONION-1 began work on Mondaj\morning, 30 September 1963 at

normal hours and started td operatg the f K-100 and Robot Star systems against
the Consulate gate for test purpo as he was instructed to do (M/IA-;-22307),
the test photos sent to Hegdduarters may have been the result. Rke None of

these i_ndiwfidua’ls appedrs to be Oswald. The Wareen Comission concludes, too,

that Oswald only visit Consulate on 27 and 28 September. 28 Spptenber

is a Saturday. The Consulate is closed cording &k® to the posted sign).

The LIONION mrmewrskXws

NHH 53217 DocId:32371757 Page 4



It is possible that +this installation, begun in the morning, mey have taken
well into the afternoon to com@lete.becaus§}\(l) this was a new installation
‘ g B .
in a new room of the basehouse'gg) the technicians experienced problems ¥ith
on e ‘\-@ﬁd

the equipment. The ultimate set-up would have been testedfvhen it was complete.
But the Consulate officislly closed at 1400 hours, after which there would
have been few, if any, targets (at the gate) for test purposes! Tt may have

been likely, then, that the instedlation, when completed, was not tested

against acﬂ#al ( and avaiable) targets until the opening of business, Monday

morning, 30 September. Oswald is not knowﬁ to have visited the Consulate wﬁ*

Saturday Tle LidNWw™ Wadlw

after?o8 September.

MQ‘, an SO*M&W\L

Silva-Diitan's tegtimony Indicates that Oswald visited the Consulate twice

on Fridng 27 Septedper: in the morning when she dirscted—him to the Soviet

te and

Consulate;\in hhe afternoon (4 pm) when she telephoned the Sovi;;\;;;;El

i A

Stpd-d =Vt

during official office hours»10-2..This is strengtheed by the fact the

was Oswald's first contact with the Cuban Consulate e occured

he was again at the Consulate, 8fter business hours, at 4 pm. If he had not

visited earlier during nogrmal business hours, he ee -have been rebuffed
/ re_,tdrn ™ M
at the 4 pm visit with’the suggestion &hat he ceme: during business nours ] He

=
was not rebuffed.s .from vhich I suggest that hejthewefore; visited the

Congulate before é pm, and, mostly likely, during the very houss that the

technocians were in process of setting up the new instaliifigfﬂigfLINOION
M—“

ac the street.

I conclude that the pm probablity of having taken a photo of Oswald during

his visit(s) to the Cuban Consulate on 27 Sept. 1963 is remobe.
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SUPPLEMENTAL TINFORMATITON

The files reveal the following supplemental information:

A.\ LITAMIL T, LITAMIL 9, penetrations of the Cuban Enbassy,
ere aware of and assisted in the production of LIONION.
HSCA researchers have reviewed this item.
had access to

B, LIONION I and 2 were terminated 1/11/72, The termination
report g@ssumed that they were wither doubled of their
operation was being monitored.
HSCA researchers have had access to this 1tem.

C. LIONION 1 and 2 intended to resettle in Madrid on 1 Sept. T2.
HSCA researchers have had access to this item.,

D. 70 volumes (5 packages) of LIONION production from late 61
through December 1968 were sent to Record Cemter, 12 Aug. 69
to Headquarters with a recommendation that they Be forwarded

10 Records Center for retention of 10 years from dste of
information. (thus, the earlier production mey have been
destroyed!)

This item is HMMA-37684. Unknown if HSCA has seen.

E. Photos of Pulse Camers in operating position sent to Headquarters
as Enclosure 3, HMMA-22881, 13 Beb. 6. Iocation of Enclosure
or HMMA-22881 unknown to undersigned.
Uhknown if HSCA has seen,

F. Photos taken wusing Pulse Camera were sent to Headquarters
as HMMA-22836, 31 Jan. 6. Location of photos unknown.to undersigned.
Unknown if HSCA has seen.

G. Pulse CAmera removed for reconditioning during Myy 6k.

H. All equipment removed from LIONION basehouse on 26-27 Sept. 6k
for 6-~8 weeks as precaution after release of Warren Cormission
Report.

I. LIONION basehouse partially reactivated, 25 Nov. 64 with
only coverage of the Embassy gate....Pulse Camera to be
installed in near future.

p=
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Various Items Re; LIONIONP Project

Ttem Seen By/When
1. LIONION Project initiation, 16 Feb., 1965. DH 5/26, 7/5, 7/21

"Both I and II know they. are working for AIS.
[IJTAMIL-7 and LITAMIL-gl who are penetrations
of the Cuban Embassy, are avare of this activity
as they are used to help identify individusals

photographed,”
2. LIONION was originally & walkin agent in Havana. L-I, L-2 Termination
"This in iteself is enough to make him suspect."” -hlh90 1/11/72
AM/QUAKE and AM/STAFF
"We are further assuming that they (XXDOIAXXNER) DH 5/26, 7/5, T/21

then either doubled him (L-I) &r (L-2) or that they
are successfully monitoring the op. thru a combinatlon
of physical and audio surveillance.
(L1, L)
"They?intend to deépart MeXlCO for Mgdrid on 1 Sept. 72"
(to resettle)

}4¥, 3, Details of LIONION Pulse Camera Operation HMMA-26L414 22 June 65
o

" This dispatch is intended to familiarize HDQTRS with the 'ésﬂ in 2,
details of the Pulse Camers operation in Mexico City, which
was meunted in Decmber 63 and is targeted against ®k the
Cuban Embassy and Consulate.

" The techngcian arrived with this particular piece of
equipment (Pulse Camera) during mid-December 63, and
proceeded to install and test it at the LIONION-I
basehouse."

"he Pulse C'mere is in operation 6 hours per day,
5 days each week.."

"Attached are samples of photographis coverage from
the Pulse Camera..."
(Note, the unique time/date shkamp in the lower
left corner of the Pulse Cgmera frame..this
only comes from that camera!)
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k., Use of the VIS-2 Trigger Device at the LIERODE Basehouse 7 Nov. 63
HMmA - 1"“ Seen by DH and EL 6/22

"The VIS-2 Trigger Device, installed athe LIERODE bashhouse to
cover the Consulate entrance, is performing well with 11ttle
false triggering."

"See Enclosure A for the VIS-2 area of coverage"

"L~22 (LIONION=-I) used the K-100 with a 152mm lens for
one day, turning in 10 feet of 16mm film. (See Enclosure
B for the results of this testing.)"

NOTE: This could have occurred on the Monday after
the eqpt was installed. i.e. 30 Sept. 63.
Thus, the coverage for that day (which can
- be found) only emounts to this one test
picture. It is definitely the K-loo, as
distinguished from the Pulse Camera
because it is 16 m.

"The Robot Star (35mm)...is..now'beéng used with the VIS-2
on this project. (See Enclusure C for this coverage)

5. Opera‘t:.onal Monthly Report - 1-30 Sept. 63 _HMMA.-22307 18 Oct. 63

"Oon the morning of 27 Sept. 63, s technicisn
installed the VIS-2 Trigger Device a t the
LIERODE basehouse" .

"1,-22 (LIONION-I) was requested to test the Robot Star
camera for 4 days and the K-100 for another 4 days.
When satisfactory results of this testing become
available to the Station, they will be forwarded to
OrS/Photo Ops Branch for examcnation."

Production Figures on Jobs PRocessed.

No 16mm film was processed as "production” for
for period of this report.
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6. Operational Monthly Rﬂport 1-31 Dec. 63 HMMA-22726  1/16/64

: ~ "On the morning of 17 Dec. 63 the technician met L-22 (LIONION)

X) i at the LIERODE basehouse to install the 35 mm SEQUENCE camera
and the VIS=2 trigger device......As of this repobting, the
SEQUENCE camera is using approximately 100 feet of film
between 0900 and 1400 hours (office houss of the Comsulate)."”

7. LIONION Production HMMA - 87684 12 Aug. 69  File 50-6-122/L
‘ Box #l: 61l-Dec.. 63
'~ "Forearded for Headquerters retention are 70 molumes (5 packages)
L// of the photographic take of LIONION from the late 1961 through
Dewember 1968......1t is requested that Headquarters retire
these volumes to the Records Center.....Station suggests
that & retention period of 10 years from the date of
information may be desirsble.

8. Operational Monthly Report 1-31 Jan. 6L HMMA-22881 13 Feb, 64

EE‘ "Forwarded as Enclosure 3 are photos showing.....the Pulse camers
in operating position.....See HMMA-22836 dated 31 Jan. 64 for photos
taken using the Pulse Camera."

9. Operational Monthly R;port 1-31 May 64 HMMA-23629‘ 11 June 64

"the Pulse Camere at the LIERODE basehouse was removed
for reconditioning and a new Pulse Camera installed....
‘o the older- caméra was puuched to Hdgtrs per HMMW-12500."

. 9. Operational Monthly Report 1-30 Sept. 64  mMMA-24518 15 Oct. 6k
| ,

/‘ "...on 26 and 27 Sept. the LIONION basehouse ams evacuated and
. all equipiient and supplies were remived" (because of the Warren
_“\\ Cormission report.....presumably, the basehouse was reoccupied

after 6-8 weeks).
)10. Oper#stional Monthly REport IMMA~24922 10 Dec. 64 for 1-30 Nov. 64 .

"The LIONION basehouse was partially reactivated on 25 Nov....the
Station is receivmg daily coverage of all activity around the gate
of the Enbassy.....it is anticipated that the pulse camera will
be instelled in the near future."
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