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1iere YOtl born? 

on 6 .June 1939 in :.ranicaragua, Las Villas 

I worked.· 11'1 a shoe store in :3anta Clara, Las 

to • an;;t m1derground group? 

in the hills .fighting; in the Escamb.ray, under 

v.p in the hills, from 26 August 1960 

dh:i,efs \'lere opera tine; in that 

The chief of the Escamhray is 

the hills, hovr many men 

into gue.I'rilla groups. 

addition to the rest o:f t~e guerrilla 

in that area? 

2,000 armed men ·in 



Pablo HER.NIDEZ Hoyas (cont .. ) 

been receiving supplies? 

but \1Te are recei v:tri.r; some. .Noi-r it 

insurgents in that area? 

area has a high morale. 

troops to the Es6ambray? 

~ihen 

i·Zilitia troops. ~'{e have to .fight 

a good situation because 

is, 

there by our own 

a good situation 1'11 th them. The 

o:t'.fensives. B.ut when .thint.ts . . . \,..:l: 

the arms "tri th which you are 

through contacts. 

contact>with outside Ouba, or ho1if1,rere :rou 

have had contact l-rith other 

because we only 

which you have for Osvaldo 

to another group. To CONGO PACHECO 

people outside the ZscaiD.btay ar{~a? 

in the toivn so t 1'"'"'Y itl'ould support you? .· 

collaborating vri th us throughout . Las 

the name or name s of these contacts or 9e ople 



\ 

I >• ' ·.:..>: . ., .... ~ · ~: 

conf idential. (interviewe-r)- - -

from Santa Olara :called Andres 

_to the U.s. 

he comes to t he u. s .'? 

to come. He :is now under arre_st. 

any -other names? 

You see 1 there -are -so manv and _I 
' .. - (,( 

. .· . 

approxima·tely 2, ooo· men _in-

-2,qoo ar,rg.~ nien. 1ihat ive need is ammunition. 

there, what i-Ta$ ~the mo$t needed 

also needed -grenades. 

the most ef;f'ecti ve 11eapo:n::~ -

they know we -have them. 

militiamen beh~ve in combat? 

militiamen :fight irell and others _run 

you t hi nk t hat the ma j ority 

- - ~1ell, - at_ this stage of the game those who .fight 

; ~~daj(:··~Jio$.e · tvho -are not Ccnnmunists rd.ll not · f lght -. 
.. . ~ : . :· . . . . ,. 

- in :- ~~;be1lion; everyone w·ould f i ght. · Those who 1-rere 

bEtlieved irt the Revolution and all that • . 
.. . 

· ·. ~r11at Oomxnunism · fs, · the ·mtiitiam8.n 1<rho i s 
. . . · .. · -

The Oornmun i s ts are the ones ·Nho fi;~ht. 

go up the h i lls 1-ri t h t~1e s atfie original enthusiasm , t hey 
.·.· -Htf -53_320 .Docid: 32373812 Page 4 



9f Pablo HERN:Alto:Ez· Hoy as (cent. J 

and when they get up there they find that 

Now the militiamen are not fighting with 

they had previously for the fight. Their 

of' them are also good 

with you? 

collaborating? 

When 1•re are 

food because they seize all 

if ii'8 't'Tere operating on open country,; .· 

moving about and lvhen we are attacked 

officers do, do they leave yot.'t 

:tet allow our contacts to operate by looking 

those posts there is always some militiaman 

or something, but our men operate freely. 

who are colla'borating or supporting the B.eg:tme, 

in combat and thus they l-till be 

those men are already on a black list. \'Then 

be e lirilinated. Also when ~~Iili tia forces 

they call it, as these troops 

ones with experience are 

the mountains for some time, then 

Sel1d us 'vord that the troops were 

Then the troops Hould begin to comb the 

but vre 'iiere alread;r out of that area and they would 

·•· Then the militiamen themselves warned you of this? 

.· .· . Yes_, they themselves warned us. 
53J2a Docld:~2373812 Page 5 



9f PS.:blo HERNANDEZ 

mill tiamen lvho were permanently assigned 

who ¥larned. you? 

from those men, 

hut then the;r realized things and 

111 Cuba is collaborating • 

. Do you think that if you had 

of arms and ammo do 

I f the Ilisoambray had received 

.And they should have takG!n 

busy ;;.rith other things ...... wey mention 

tfere made, then 

1·re •·rere abandoned to our olm. lucfk, 

I th:Lnk that ti'e have done even 

capable of doing. 

of men lfho 

the:r lV"ould have 

h&d been enoui:;h arms the 

more materiel is sent in~ that 

soon be free. Infiltrating men 

the ::.r h::~'J.d:::;, r..m1. if n11 those peo1;>le 
Page 6 



HERl!At~m· :c!Z ~~a· y'as (c t ) . • .::-I on • 

had to tv.t•n dmm because there 1-rere 

11ould soon be free. 

materiel over there? 

are there places through which the 

Al"ms can be brought in through 

specific place? 

are places. You see, 

have their plans because many 

they say that they are going to drop 

Some of 

others over 300:. and all those 

the arms to go into action, go 

.necessary.. For example, a 

a point, I 

drop arms, but nothing has 

the coast; or ... · ••• ? 

Escamb:ray itsel,f but in the more 

Salta de 

be done, drop the arms? 

be air dropped. 

possible by landt 

it lrould be much more 

ill Cuba •••• 

coast? 

very far. The coast is near 

but far from other inland areas. 



.·: '• 
.: ~ .. . .. 

d:t-~J1:.; Jrx-:Pablri - H:E:trni1IDB:z J::!oyas ( 6ont. ) 
. .. : . ~· 

~ ,# • ,# • 

i ~--- ~iould liot -~be :pos si.ble to s~end in an operation through 
. . :::::~:.-:.# .·:~-##_·:·.-:_:. # • • .:: •• \ 

_. 

_you ? 

c6nne:ction -vri th the _ people w:ho 

be delivered to them. I don't 

it might be_ done •-

·: :_ ~ _;r _: · . ---~~::: ' \f:e~£ _f~'iv_; Jiat ely some i-Tei-·e 'coming in. 

- ~--:n~ce s-sa:f-;V::_[iriti }re ar e very s hort on ·ammo) it: is very scarse. - · 
• ... ##, ., 

-4:nd f oon / :Jioj{-are all :thas·e ihSt1r ge11tS fed?----
• #. '# •• •••• • • # •• ; • • # ':. 

be rat-f.oned •- ---- 06\iS are bOught 

rece:tv:tng -funds .for 

oi' bullets there?. 

The 1iomen :oeasant:s -as k f or <:t __ J.: a_· , •a.· ·9· .. ;;;J}?A<rV''-'i;; . . ... ~ . :.· . •. 

. . . . ~:·_-,: . 

.. ·.·. . . _. 

Fi:de:l is --_the rabble , the lo'Vies t 
-Anyone · with dignity 

the support of a 

are 1:1. \!'ing in terror and eve't:i/o~~ ' 
insignificant bunch_ o:f Oommunist~s. / 

send anyone to t he execuiion w·a11 for 

:··:..-: 
• The_ Ct1b ah; people ar e de spera t e for s ollleth~~gy 

:tmn gci 'out and f'ip;ht . 

·. ;rou Corle to make a COlltact; or do you have a 

.-::•-:':0'/>::·.::;.;::;.o:-.:·; 



. 6f ·Pabio HERl1TA1tb:i:Z i!oyas ( cori t. ) 
left a loiie. A lot of :n:lli tia 

.firs t O.epartu:re : ~-vas · f or 

front . t here to Havana ;. And then I maae a 

K,y idea here is to ·contact ::aJo·r J oaquin 

your ·group? 

"Yes, I ·Has · dispe rs ed . ·I and another ~young- ·felloi~f . 
. ~: ~ , . 

f"" • • .r:.avana .. 

. ... .. · 

. . . 

I . df:dn·• t ·have time · to .· send . vrol"d ·to llii"1. 

. . . . 

the hilis ·_ and ·. ·having . contacts~ 6:a.:n ... 
.. · . 

. 
~had ·no · -1')roblemis. -t-r1i:tle ·leaving i~ 

spent tP,ree _days on .s ome 

t.;ater. The:t1 an aircraft f lrali ove r 

:ro:u1" )?erson2.1 opi:d.io11 regard inr5 the t 01:m s ~ear 

_co_lla.boriti::ift ~,;-it~ ychi? · 



their names 7 

some. 

me t heir names? 

were reported that t:?. m.an w::.ts a member of 

fro:m a part cal.led Quirro. I 

And another man from there who is named 

A..'l'ld there is another 
.. . .. 

There are many other G- 2s but I doni t 

are operating in that area, in 

S.11ot11er man ca:t.led Luis VARGAS, and 

firs t name? 

I don 1t knoi·r. 'de opers,tes iri a different area 

He si:~ns ,just GUitLZ~T. 

f rcnn around that area in ·Las 

But like I said, I have had very 

because he o:perates in one area and vre in another. 



( 

Hoyas ( oont. ) 

are operating l'vith him? 

there are divided by areas. Each has 

R.A.t•HREZ is also near that area, near 

and Oabaiguan. 

there? 

RAHIR.BZ, those are the 

There are also other guerrillas t;hich I do 

e. very large area and there are other 

them? 

yourselves among each other? 

the pass1-rords are knotm. 

to have them. 

do you have between the 

radios to broadcast. 

le~s t not 1-rhile I vro.s there. I don 1 t knoi·r 

months. 

operatin(.; i·rell in thet area? 

area is ver~r g ood in spite of the 

· · But rre fire 

~ehey dig foxholes and encircle us. 

a shot at them and thev nut their . - · . - ~ . . r ~~ 

do is :out their suh~machine p.:tms and start firing 

Hell do:m. 'l'hen 1ve are 2.ble to break the enc 



.. · . . . 

( . . .. ' . . . ~ 
. . . 

Moyas (cont . ) 

The bad thing is 

are -forced to clash thera in 

wounded? 

!.lri:tf!>. "¢iiclit1l$;:i;r~on Xff the wounded is ·a 1i ttle ·. roi1r;h, _ the~e 
.' · 

bandage d and if possible, t hey a;;i:·e 
. . . · · 

but 1V"e have · inflicted 
.. . . . . 

kt t J:ie 

the opportunity . to escape; 

. . . . 

. off the of fens :f-ve tfe tfen t 

• ;Jtri6. 'ire inana~ea to get along like that~ .·· 

encirclenient last •. 

.. DUQUE lt-as · ~here at t h at time , HET-13I l3ERE3 , 

Ther. -tl1e ~t . sent 10,000 r;lilitianen a~~ainst us. .ie 
. .. . .· 

·. - · , • 

·infli cted ' he~:v}r losses-- u 'Jon them. Ap:.:>rox:i..:-:!.ate l·~ 5 , 0()0 
> DDcld. : 32373812 Page . 12. 



( ( 
()f P&b lo n:2;£mlH\rm:;;z, tiO'Y,.as (cont. ) 

us :::md less than 5,000 :remained. That 1-vas the first 

Then they lcept sending more and more r:tilitia 

until they had 110,000 troops .fightinr;t against us. Then our 

bgcame very clif.flcul t. i3ome o:f the w·eakest men vrere forced to surre:nde:f 

by hunger, others 11ere kille d. Jmd militiamen "Yre:re 1tilled in great 

nur:.1hers by u.s.. They se1tt neit troops Yri thout discipline trhioh 

. ' . 

guns put they are no good, they jam. And lve had no a1l:ln1o for 

The t:Puth. is that we didn•t like them very much. 

Then jhen you used up their anun.o, you put then aside or 

Then when "tie had used up their ammo they were no 

had. to go tor ammo to Russia. 

had recently been in Havana? 

approximately 20 days in Havana.. I 

There was:nt t one roasted pig; 1 t seemed like AIL .... .., .............. 

no gaiety or anything~ They people are 

but they are not yet ready? 

speak to you clearly .. The people, the 

The only OI'les who are with him are those who 

.o£ their o'ii"n, the rabble. But the real people is 

tl1e general feeling is quite •••••• ? 

1rf<?ll, you see, in the past few months there 'Was a lbt 

A.'!lori~ the underground? 

Ho , among t he Comtnunists. The militiamen. You see , 

been indoctr inated . But many a r e opening up 



( ( 

IJ:Jttety:tew of :Pablo HERNANDEZ t-lioyas (cont.;) 

things were quite rough for us, but not 

At first everyone was a Communist, but now 

And I also think that the oas_:tro 

Hunger will not overthrow them. 

the groups in llavan:a? 

waiting. 

a bit of unity. But ·they 

orders to do anything. Acqording 

have orders to light a cigarette. 

sabotages? 

are 

to 

't;raiting 

1vhat 

They say that they do ;not have orders 

is; according to some people with whor,1 I 

any orders. 

I don 1 t1cno'ti him.. But 

g~oup. But Evelio 

brother doing, is he still there? 

because he is in 

name? 

in command? 

in command? 

On the 26th of Februar~r at the time c>.f the big offeJ:'lsive. 

an+.n.r-et'l .t:.'vel:io DlJ (JG3 's brother , and CASTRO ( CA:::mc? 
~-.rl..,..,..'ll"n.-;.,y~: 32'1738£2 "'Page 14 .. · 



( 
of J?a:blo H.ERNAIIDEZ t.) 

and those men .. 

you everhear BLANCO mentioned? ... Captain BLANCO? 

I don t t ltnO'tY'. That l1ame sounds familiar. 

else were in the zone of operations? 

QUELO, Nardo LD:I.A (? 

the offensive. CARRO (? - tape not 

also captured? 

R.OA {? ...: tape not clear}, 

big offensive., 

area, and they had to ••••••• ·They captured 

men did you have up there at that time? 

2, 000 men. lve also had many u.n,armed 

You see, they had to surrender because 

there? 

you ate receiving few arms now? 

are received but a little slowly.. A tew 

don•t k!loW about the last few months. It 

have been sent up there lately. 

som~ expeditions have infiltrated 

my contacts have told me. 

are being sent in then? 

are going in. In Ouba there are insurgents 

field there is a guerrilla. ·. i'n1at they 

That there be something effective so they 

Because, you see, in 

6perate because they -r-Till send 15, 000 or 20, 000 militiamen 

would be exterminated. 



pf ?a.blo (cont.) 

an area, and they send 

militi&.men} and then there is another uprising i.n 

divide that militia f'crce, clon' t they? 

coia·se. But then the upris :tngs in 

the present situation of Osvaldo RA~·':IllliZ? 

right. But he needs aJ:uilun:ttion. 

if they 't-.rere given more arms 

into that area to operate? 

That is 1-rhat everyone is tvaiting for. 

'l'he people are des:9erate to take e. 

heavy artillery against 

have sent quite a bit 

artillery against us. 

lri t h bazookas and artillery, and 

the Air Force against you? 

Air Force. lTot up 111 the 

to use t he Air Force up there? 

the Air Force is effective 1xp in 

be met :vrith :fire from down there? 

L£ YOU 
believe tilat/receiv-ed more supplies of arus 

he .;1oined by r';lore men. 

I c8.n as s nr 8 that to 'rou. .· :;he pe ople are 



·····, 

Pablo HER2,TAIIDEZ I:loyas {cent.) 

cot.:tld more :Pecr,>le maintain themselves up in the 

to food? 

~"leli, like. I said, everyone is collaborating up there: 

the food that is .sent throtJ.gh the contacts. The cot.fs and 

bou,'f;}lt froni the :peasants. And we manage to get along . 

Then they are cb11aborating very much 1;rith you? 

:~es, Of' course. l'he peasants up there a.re such 

tooic<l,ooo gr 2fCl\)0 o:t theJn out of there and sent theni to the 

ta..r:.rns because he said that they 1-rere collaborating With us. 

they set up 1;osts in the houses vacated by those people. 

sti11 D.an:;t good ones left • 

.A:nd they don•t attack you fron1 those posts? 

there. If it > wereli~ t tor that, 'rtrhe:re l·tould tie be nowf 

Then all those people are also collaborating 1~rith you? 

3ome of' them. That is a vel"Y delicate th:i,n.g . 

bonu>ltU'lists. there too. :su.t it is a very delicate situation 

of' thea¢ bfi'ic ets ate fou:nd out to be Collaborating 

executed in 24 hours • 

the situation there is difficult anyltay'? 

1fhat sense'? 

b:t.Jerate up there. 

are holding back, 1'fai ting . Because 

heen received not to do anything, to wait. That 

act. The truth is that the r.1en are upset. This is a 

been solved before. 2~-ot let :1. t take sb long. 



(cant.) 

............... "'-'· ··. say that there are insurP-:e11ts in other areas 

ever;y¥rhe re u .. p in arms. In the .·.~·· ;nc~r\l.¢.:L5~a.:a.,a. 

groups in the cane fields. 

United States 

because 

c onie out. :aut 

lrhere -;..re 11e re , and I 

and I had no other choice th.an 
. . 

Then our o1>m 'oeonle 
' ,.,;. . -

So 

to thank you and congratulate 

to have the sane good 




