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Yurily Ivanovich NOSENKO 
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NOSENKO is a Soviet intelligence officer who defected 
1~ Switzerland in 1964. He was subsequently brought to the 
U.s., ~nd after a short period of relative freedo~,_he was 
confh:~d under strict and relatively austere cond~t~ons · .· 
for a p·e,r.iod of approximately three years. Commenci~g .in 
1967, he was ... given increasing amounts of freedom unt~l h~ 
was allowed t'C·"t.al freedom in 1969. He subsequently marr~ed 
a U.S. citizen,"~-ettled in . the Southeastern United States 
and became a u.s.\..<;;i.tizen in 1974. He is presently under 
con tract to the Ag~ri.?s,Y, providing consul ~a ti ve services 
and in format ion on s ul5'"j ec ts germane to h~s background. 

. . ~, . · - . . . ., 

NOSENKO was confine·r~}le~ as a resul ~ · of ~is debri~fing 
substantive questions were y~~ed·. conc.c:.rnlng hlS _bona f~~es, . 

. and ~is general behavior raise~".••J~~rther conce~n abou~ h~_, a , 
·. emot1onal health and general safe'f ·y. NOSENKO s debr ~ef1n.., 

and confinement were ended when it ~ - ~s conclude~ that he 
was , not a threat to national security. · :rhe_ adv1~e of t~e 
Justice Department was obtained at the time· 0 .r: :'b,:,_c::. C?I}-fl~e ~ · 
ment, ,a~d ~h~ ~BI partic-~pated in his subsequent dehr~~~g . 

. NOSENKO s 1n1t1al entry 1nto the U.S. was coordinated l w~ .: . 
the Department of State, and they were periodically a'dvis~·a · ... · ............ .J 
of his status during his confinement up to the time of his 
final settlement. · · ,. 

The strict conditions of NOSENKO's confinement were \ 
intended to convey to him the seriousness of his position 
as a suspeCted disinforrnation agent and to make clear to him that 
his free settlement in the U.S~ was piecluded as long as 
this issue was unresolved. It was understood, however, · · 
that at any time he could have elected to end his confine-
ment and return to the Soviet Union. OS files do not document 

.. . that this latter condition was explicitly conveyed to . 
NOSENKO, however, it is the recollection of senior staff 
officers (ADD/0 and D/OS) that such was the case, and furthet . 
that it was a condition routinely applied to oth~r defectors 
whose bona fides were in doubt. · ~· 
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