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Cll ic f, ~@ i\ t t n: 

Luther KING 

REFERENCE:- 20 October l9G4 

ACTION REQUIRED: For your informntion. 
--

ForV.·ardcd herewith . is a mcmor:1ndum prcp~red-for ::,~_:2':;1 

inforrn<~tion conccrni~.u; :lll . at·ticlc <~ttr'Ibutcd to Martin Luther 

KING that ::-tppe<~rcd in the 22. Octoi.Jer issue of the PCI organ, 

Vic Nuovc. Also-forwarded is a copy of the. 24 October 
':"""- .. -- ·· -- ·- . . 

issue 

of Rinascita which reprints on its la?t page an ~rticle by KING 

that, according to ~~n cditori;J.l notcr was or-ig-in:1lly published 

in The Nation. 

' ... 

Attachments: ::-ts st:-.tcd. 

'- :~>;, _. .• .• -~-:. :. =·· -· -
' . . "" 
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SUBJECT: 

· .. 
·-

At·ticlc by M~rlin Luther King in Vic Nuove,· 
22 Octobur- : 19G1. 

·· .. ·· 
1 G ;' ;t,\- ;; ·( 

·1. The. article cnt it led ''1\'h:-~t. We Nc>r;rocs 1isk of the 
President'' and -atlributccl to Mart.in Luther King, published on 
pages 15 and. 17 6! the 22 Oct6hc~ 19G1 issue of lhc Ita·iinn 
Communist Party orge1n Vic Nuovc, is a strnightforward c;-xpression 
of t h e h opes a n d asp i r :1 t i on s of --t h c Am e r i c a n N c gr o pop u 1 a t ion . 
and _of its d.etermir!:ltion lo continue the slrugglc by non-violent 
means· until full social and economic equality -h:1s been obfained . 
The · article docs not contain anything which could- be considered 
a 5 t y p i c a l com m u n"i s t prop a g :-lll d a n or :t n y t h i n g t h a t see in 5 t o be --directed speci£ically-:-to a communist audience. Th.e article, 
under King's _byline, would be perfectly·. proper for 2.ny American· 

· publication. 

2 . . At the beginning of . the article, Vie . Nuove includes the 
following editorial c6mclent: 

The r;tcial problem is one of lhe subjects th:-tt ·most divides 
the American stales :in this presidenti-al election. This 
article, by ?.brtin Luther King _, that we published exclusively, 
illuminates its most dramatic ;1spccts and expresses the 
requests th:-tt the colored population advances to the entire 
nation. It is a denunciation of the inequality of rights 
that goes beyond · the secular •·acial question. The "you must 
respect my person" is a request that the problem of Democr:1cy 
poses for everyone. • 

3. Despite - the date of its publication the rirticle ~ppears 
-to have been written ·some months ago. This is evident from King's 
reference in the. <Jrticlc to the ir:ct . that the Civil Tlights Bill. 
w :1 s before Con g 1· e s s <1 t the t i me he v: as w r i t in g t he i :-~ r t i c 1 e . The 

. \ . 

Dill, it will be recalled, was enacted into l:1;v on 2 July 1964. 
The conclusion _to be ' d1·awn frqm this is th:-~t the article's 
appenrance in Vic Nuovc O{ at least, its composition by King, is 
not the direct-resUlt of :-~ny contacts -th~·t_ King may have -had ...-dth 
PCI officials during his visit to Rome i .n mid~Septe!niJer. 

---- - - ----- ------------
0 
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aJrJtll 
Mnrtin l.ulhi'r liing jr., lc~­

dcr lid n&aPimrnlo in,.yru:io­
nislfl ontirn::iolc t .dolo in.~i­
!llliln rid fJrl'lllio ,\'u/Jcl della 
fJUCC. {)ul/'ullilllo rlci suoi _rnp· 
!JOrli on-nuo/i .wl/, .<lulo della 
/olio rlcllc fiOf•UIII:inni nrncri­
cnnt di colurc, fJIIIJIJiicrllo ria 
'l'hr .\':~lion slruit'iunuJ lu Tinr­
le cenlrule in cui· llrii()OIIO · of· 

fronluli i tJriJ/Iir·rni r!i lrJIIicn f. 
slrulr"rJin de/In /Jfrl/nrrlin nncurn 
in ('O.rso. tl11rl1e i ilisc(!fli c/1c 
illll.llrnnn Ia fllllfilln .10116 rifJrt!· 
si rio The :-.!:Ilion. 

Per mnlli i1nni 1 ncl f1~~s~lo, Jn lol­
l;' pt'r i dirilli dci nr~ri i: slalo osln· 
rol:il:• dn 11n:1 conr11~:1 &llollrrlicit~ 
di lallirlir . .\'•·1 primo prriodo riel ~o­
\'Crno 1\cnncd\' ~~ c ~o.~ll'niiiO chc 
l ' azionc !!11\' l'rn.:lli\':1 c·ra 11110 .~!rumen­
to pil1 dlirncr di q11cll:~ lcr.islnlivn.; 
si o rrnm,·, rile ll· it'~~~ rsi .~ln·ano mo 
n n n r r :.n 11 :•P!.Ji i c nl t', c r h r 11 e r l an I o 
1111 J"llll l'lll'l':,:if'n inlcr\'cnlo ~ovcrnn· 
1 i r o ~ :1 r 1' iJ !11' iJ" s I :11 n n d rIc r m i 11 nrc 
prnlondi r:II&I!Jiallll'n·ti. 

Prim:• nncoru rhl· il movimcnto 
ner i dirilli ci1·ili impo~tnssr unn ~c­
rin Clllll("l:l;:::nn in rJII!'IIn elirczionc, 
l'l'mrr~rll7.n eli un I110I"illlrnlo. ri\'Oill· 
7.inn:trin eli lli:IS~:' l'tlllrt'lllr&'J iii nuc1• 
,. u I' u 11 r n zion c ~ ull' i 11 i z i :11 i ,. ~ · I c n i ~In· 
1 i ,. u, t· u ,, n II or n I' i ~I :111 1.r1 r o 11 t1 n m c n • 
l:dt• . rui l'nninionc- puhlllicn gunr<la' 
c · i I Cn n grt•.,so. 

Lili alli ln:islnlivi, come lc sen­
t r 11 z r c1 ~ i 1 r' iJ 11 n :11 i. :. rr l' r111 n no · 11 n d i • 
rilln, 111~ nL•n lo nlltl:lllO ~llllllll~lir.n· 
m c n I c : i 11 u111111 :• 11 11 :o I i ~ i , s :1 r :"1 I' :11. i o 11 c 
J:Onrnn\il'n n c\rlrrlllill:li'C" 1\·lll'llo 
prnlico delle lr:!!.!i. (.1n :lllltl ll~'~.~:llll~ 

- 1·~~~·rc il/ti.H'ri ;:li r.lf1·lli 111·ndl('l do.•& 
prnn·rrlilllt'llli l&·:,;i,l:•lil'i r C'<t'lliJlli· 

... 

.·di 
.. 

'· ., 

24~ ottobre .1964 

II 

' 

EJuther ·IGn.o· 
. ' . :!""'\ 
' . ~ 

.. 

~· 

clono :1 r~lin;::&;cr;i r ; 
po un "''"io ,·i::oroso 
di croici ~~crol•ci: b 
i nc;.:ri ~ono .~l:~li ~con 
hruln, Un ~J"lJ1.1r.1IO 
dJ ;:cncr:1ziuni ~ri ,,_::, • 
solul.i irn(111nil:1, /lllt~) ··· .­
pit·;.:o ··di qu:1!,i:•~i ~ rr 
lcrc i'nconlruii:do : -~, : ;, 
r cdc r n: c' 0 I c s p II r ~ d:; r: 

· 1 i I i cr is' tl i · co~ c ll" n i.; 
!11\ll:ll\0 i nc;:ri in (jllc 
\:1;.:!•:~ 1 pi&1 d1 un ni•1:ic._ 
s ulln ~ p:1 II:~. · 

_ . I n c";.: r i II a 11 n n I r:o ·.: 
dirclla:: noll ,·ioicnlh 

· n1 i r :1 c.o I o s u . co nl r o J' ~n :· 
7.:1 b'ru1:1, 111.1 neon c lll i 
.H>Iuli,·o . (J11:ondo !:1 i: 
di rifldluri i: pu:1l.11 
ze dl·il:~ polir.i:~ dci 
lli:Jn;: :lll('))j I' C11;.!0:!0 l 1 'c "11/udt r:11;) 111:1 I ' 
COSIIIIII~ illlJ!l'l":llliC nr i 

· 110110.~1:11111: si:1 lll.lcr,·: 
Ui lllilioni rjj lc~liliH 
c:•Jnlinu:~ ~ iJIIjliC~"rc 
slr&tl1ll'nli l.J.ul.:.r&c• ·­
rh•llri.[ioti : per i·i \> 
i d r :1 n I i .Hl ,1ll:i p; I':.~ 1 

ii ilcltilo iiiiO C!o,l'rC 

i I f ~ ,. or c ·tJ c i : ~ n C' II c, 
· 1occ.1 il (ortlio, co'"'; 

II C C j ~ j 011 C C 0 11 ll 0 ~ J1 (o 

l>:>111bini di 11nn ~-CII ( o 
.'\.~s:o~si 1 1ii. fllllio "i:oliC>;, 
c lnncio d i l•nmbc .~on 
11 i:or11.c l'irlljlll'll\ i. 

l._l 11: • n II 11 i c;~ r r i ~ r· 
li7.i:J d1 f1irnli:1;.:il:.ln 
"ri!J:.Jin, H'llll.JI'LI 11:1 ;1 
~rollesc·:~ :n .1 r :1r~ d, 
i11c:•;c, ,\'C'll!' .ll'l:in1:,,,. 
d:~cn di J:oci'·"'"· ~:-
" 11 ll l n I ("t d t" \ 1 C' ' n ~ ~ t1 \ ; 
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' .·nli h•;.!i~lnli, · i i: .:sc1i1pl~· 
', f:llln cllc, d:~ 1nolli :111n1, 
· fl·lk,·nlc hn nu\OI'i7.1.:-~lo \~ 
rli 11ffici e\cllnrnli fcucrnll 
.innc dc:,:\i rldlori in qrrcl· 
1 cui il dirilln di \'oln ~. 
rr11rc ~nc:nr o.::!:.!i ncs~11n0 
11ffici hn i~cr1llo un so)?· 
1:ro. Un c~rrnpio nncor p ru · 

di c:-~rcn7.: 1 govcrnnl11·n, 
'noso in rilicvn i\ clollor 
·.nn, c chc ncrnmcno In lc ·· 
~\\i <lirilli civili nnrHovn-
i c sl.~ln mni :-~pplicnln ncl 
diet' pcnn\c :1rncric:~n_o: nl 
ninni ~.Jl e 2·12. ~l:1b11r~cc 
·, 11111 :\rio i\ q11:~lc ncghi :l 

,, l'c~crcizin rlci ~uoi d.iril·' 
inn·lli n cllillliC]\IC :t::i~cn 

, ' '1 

1 ohi\·llivo, ... ommclli i un. 
1 lc 1•iolnzioni di · quc~lo 
,; ~ b c n pi tl o u111 c r o s c rl c i 
in cui il minislcro della· 
1e hn invocnlo l':q11~licn7 

': che lo lcgi~\ :Hionc ' [cdc··. 
1h1ln. ncl Sue! in mo1\o 
rein. chc non c c~ngcr:l·. 

111 nrc chc \1unili1 [cclcr:~lc 
! onr.n . lliil r.Ji \\n'i\\u~io.ne. 
1 rlc\ Sud c ~o\o '"' \r:l~ICO 
n ~fl'llllnln, impri~~ionnlo ~ 
e ~rlohcnc 1:1 lc::!~c fcucrn· .· 
l'lOiiilO ·r:1~:.!l\\11;.!CI"C l co\· 
~ ~ 1 :do r all n n II I 1:1 P c-r u i · 
pprc~~innc di .c11i il negro 

•i11ni pi\1 lr·n:,:ichc c frc· 
·riril':lnn ncllc 7.nnc in cui 

dd\:1 poliT.in non hn un 
c \\ i .~on o i n ,. igor c It:;.!:.! I 

.'rlllll'lllc illcg:lli conlro 1 
1 :~rncric:~ni hinnchi rll'l 
r~ndnnn conln di qu:~nlo 
il COIIIpOrlalllCIIIO tlrl\:l 

1\ qunr1lo quc.~to sl:-~lo di 
l'llcr:dir.r.:rlo .. !i Cnmil;~lo 
· c 1 vi 1 i, d n p o ii v c r corn pi u· 
I i o m n II o alI r n I o c ~ cr ll· 
d i c II i n r :1'1 o c h c q 11 c s l o c 
~:!iori ns[lctti dcll'opprc~· 
\'!!ri. L'npininnc puhulicn 

avvcrlc qucsla r!'nlli1 S())O '111:1nun H 
svol;!nno ni:Jrrife .<lnr.ioni ncgrc non 
violent~, c quinrli c c11nvinln di over 
'n s s i ~til o n u n t' n is o u i o s l'l or n d i co d i 
rcnrcuionc ccer·~ .<iv:J: non si rcn1lc . 
r.o11lo, invccc, cl1r. queol lipn di CC\111· 
porl :rrncnto dn pnrlc dell:~ rolizia 
c alritunlc, c non cccczion:~lc. 

Ln brut:~lit!l polir.icscn con In con­
nivcnzn o, .ncl migliorc dci . cnsi, lr:i 
l'inrlirr~:rcnz:~ · t.lci\:J · comunitlr, c unn 
r.srcricnzn quolirlinnn dei negri In 
lroppc zone de-l Sutl. I ncgri vivono 

.. 

·. 

I I ='. .. " 

In uno slolo ui po\i1.in chc, pnrnuo.~· . 
sn lmcn.lc, pruspcr;~ ih · scno a 1111n rc• 

. puulrlir.a dcmocr:-rlicn. In lnlc situn· 
T.ionc, un'nccn~ion:rle rlcnuncia del go· 
vcrno rcdcnrlc, sc:,!'uilo rl:~ . un pro~ 
cc .<.<O C'hc ~~ lr:r.<cin~:r·i r per nnni. non 
p116 c~~l·rc ceria rilcnuln 1111 (reno 
dficnce c nn7.i , 5nc~~o. i: :-rn~or pc;!· 
~io •uclln rinunci:~ ad o~irc. pcrcllc 
u i mo .~ \1' n Ia [uti I i l :i · c l n d c b o I c Z7. :1 . 

del J10icrc fc-tlcr:~il•. 
~Iolli si · domnnt.lnno COllie mni lc 

diano9lrnzioni c lc lollc ncl Sud ten· 

'I •• \~ . • I I .. :• :\ , I, :' : . ; . I '·'; '·'. I. I J I. ·'I ..: 

\":) 1\ \~1 \\1 ud \\! ·, 1'\ ._, 11\\ I \JI''L\! a r "'~" ~ 
p r C p :1 r :ll C fl C r \ ~ IH 0 S ~ i nl :1 C ~In I C : II n 
carro nrmato • Thomp~llll'• di i:J.Onll 
{JOIInrf, COO dodici ll0111.ini J IJorr!o 
nrm;~li eli · Cucili, mitr.,;:li.,lori c horn· 
he l:~criruo;.:c-nc, Ire nuloc:~r· ri ;rn ii 
tr·a~pnrtn ui trupp.c, tr·c :111\0illinr\o 

. con rirlcllori, · lr·c :111loc.1 r ri rc .\:~nti 
con rimorcllin · c eire:~ GUO 11nmini: 
o\\rC :l 1\r\:l fur7.J rJi riscrva di lrrrppc 
sl:~tali, di iml)ic;.::~li ucll'ammini .qr.1· 

1 7. ion r. com 11 n :~I c c d i p :11111 g I i c d i c i 1"1 • 

I i, l.l 11 c ~I o c ~ cr c i l o I o c~ I c :~ ll c :HI c i c 
m;~ni(c~l : r7.inni non violcnlr con cvi­
rlcnlc o~lilil~ c con In ce>nsucl:l r:~ci· 
litJ :1 fnr usa dcllr; ;~rmi. 
~on si p110 non concllldt:rc chc i 

nc~ri, i qunli hnnno c.Jimo.~tr:llo un 
corng;!io c-cccr.ion;,lc ncllo lorn nin-
n c t.1 i r ell n n n 11 \' i o l c nl :1; .~ n 11 n .\I :d i 
n h h:~n uo n;~li d:l I r i u no ten lc ~I) I'UiiO 
t.lcl mondo. rl:lnno ,)llhilo \:1 viulcnz:r 
per· ril"~lar~: CJl1:11lio prn(nnrlo li:l il 

·l oro dr:~mn1:1 c per l'lcvarc .l:J ioro 
prolcsln:· il ~o,·crno nnn h:1 .~:.r · puto .. 
inl'cce ,·cnirc in · loro niuto rhc con 
il minim.o di cor:~cgio c. tli Llcci­
sionc. 
Quc .~l:1 conlr:~ddir.ionc · dc,·c cBcrc 

n~solulomcnlc ri~oll:-~, Lc;.:;.:i c comrt:~· 
li inlcr-rnz.i:~li non po~so110 trJ.<tOI"· 
m :1 r c' u n :1 co 111 11 n i t ir cpr ;r n rl n co I u r • l 
i rpr:-rli : uct~n;.:nno il ~olcrc loc:\k 

• ~ :1 n·n o d i r o I c r rico r' r r. r c :1 I 1' u < o .rl C' l i J 

. rorz:~ mcnlrc il polcrc ccntr;~lc tcm~ 
l'l or c ;.! ;.! i n ·. :'\ c I 111 o n u o c s i s I on o ;! o '· c r n. 1 :· 

i qunli non .\OliO in ar:~rlo di cnnlrnl· 
J:1rc ;llcllnc r.nnc del p:~c~c. co<\ ciim~ 
il novcrno :1111\'rit::lnO Lli ccnt';llllli or 

.. <or~o non cnnlroli:ll' :l lc 1.onc :~hi· 
t:~lc ri:rlle lrih\1 inrli:~nc .. O;.:!~i 5i!ll11<1 
vicini :~ll'anno :woo, c l:1 noslr::~ ;JO· 

tcn1.a nn1.ionnlc c qu:~si scn1.:1 lin1ili: 
('ppurc, il ;!Ovcrno non· c in :::r:~rlo 

· ui (:rr :ll)plicarc 1:1. lc~gC IH'IlllllCnO 
\in un piccolo, l'lolvcro.~o vilb;.:~io del 
· Suu. · 

ll ;;ovcrno non h:1 or:~m:li :~llro ,,j. 
' ' ~ . .! · lcrnntil':l cllc :~rrrnnl~rc in 1110t.ln r.Jc\ 

\111\o niiO~"O il · prob\cm:J·. (I ~" i;:orc 

riel mo,·imcnlo per .j' <lirilli cil'ili non 
c dcslinnlo . n cstin;iucrsi, rcrcllc i 
nrgr.i cono.~ cono or:~ \;r lora rona 
rcalc e non rinunccrnnno n ricor· 
rervi. 

0Inrlin Luther 
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