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Book V, p. 12-13 The cast of characters surrounding
, the seizure of anti-Castro

hardware as outlined on these pages
is particularly interesting.
The raw material cited in the
footnote is attached. Note
reference to Briniuer and Oswald.
Below that McLaney brothers and
Victor Espinosa and Frank Sturgis.
Not attached is a critical New
Orleans field office memo to
FBI headquarters linking Briniuer
to the McClaney/Sturgis operation.
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sonally as a traitor if he doing something wrong in the debate. When he saw the
guidebook for Marines, he smiled to me, and he told me, “Well, listen, Carlos,
don’t try to do un invasion with that guidebook for Marines, because that is an
old one and that will be a failure.” That was his Joke in that moment.

After that we went to the debate, and I think that you have the whole history
of the debate, you have the transcription and everything, [so] that I don’t have
to go inside that, because that is subjective, not objective. You have the ob-
jective, and that is the debate.

Mr. LieBeLrr. That is right. WWe do have a transcript and we listened to it on
the tape last night over at the television station too.

Mr. BRINGUIER. And there is something that I want to show you too. I told
to you about the training camp thut were across the Lake Pontchartrain.

Mr, LieBELER. Yes.

Mr. BrINGUIER. [Producing newspaper.] At the beginning of August in the
Diario Las Americas from Miami for September 4——

Mr. LIEBELER. For September 4, 10637

Mr. Bringuler. That is right. [Indicating photograph 1 This is the spy
who was inside the training camp. The Christian Democratic Movement turned
bim over to the I'BI, and the FBI was questioning him in Miami. The Christian
Democratic Movement found a letter, according to this information, from this
guy directed to Carlos Lechuga, forimer Cuban Ambassador to Mexico and now
Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations in New York. In that letter the spy,
Fernando Fernandez, was warning. Lechuga that they have to be alert from that
date to August 8, and the day that Oswald came trying to infiltrate my orga-
nization was on August 3. This sounds for me strange in all this matter.

{Indicating.] Here is another interview from Fernandez here 3 days later.

Mr. LIEBELER. You are referring to a copy of the same newspaper but for the
date of September 6, 1963, on the front page of which

Mr. Brincuier. [Indicating.] Here. “Fernundo Fernandez is in favor of
coexistence with the Communist regime of Castro.” "That s the title in
Spanish.

Mr. Lu-:m:u:n Let me see {f I can understand, what you are saying. You say
that Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga in Mexico.

Mr. LiepeLEr. Lechuga is a member of the Castro government?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Right.

Mr. LirBeLer. He is now Ambassador to the United Nations?

Mr. BriNgUIER. In New York; right.

Mr. LieBeLER. Fernandez is the person who was the Castro spy who bad in-
filtrated the training camp in Louisiana?

Mr. BriNGUIER. For the Christian Democratic Movement here in Louisiana.

Mr. LieBeLER. Now the Christinn Democratic Movement is—what? Pro-

Castro? o

Mr. BrINGUIER. Anti-Castro.

Mr. LieseLer. It is an anti-Castro orgﬂmzation"

Mr. BRINGUIER. Yes; they were training Cubans over here to make a com-
mando action against Castro, but they tind out that there was a Castro spy
inside the training cawmp, and they went back to Miami with the people and with
him, and they turn him over to the FBI. I think that after that the leader
for the Christinn Democratic Movement—or that the FBI didn’t found nothing,
because was not against the law to spy inside an anti-Castro organization. It :
was against the law to spy inside the U.S. Government but not inside the anti-

- Castro organization. And my feeling—and this is the question that I am asking
myself—in New Orleans we are about 900 miles from Miami. In Miami is where
the headquarters of all the anti-Castro groups. I could not find any reason
for Oswald to come to me and offer me his service to train Cubans in guerrilla
warfare at the same moment when there was a secret anti-Castro training camp
in New Orleans and a Castro spy was inside that training camp. That for me
is—because, if he wag willing to infiltrate one active organization, he will go
directly to.Miami and he will offer his service over there in Miami, but not in
New Orleans where it is not publicly known thu. :here was something going on
at that moment. I believe that that was the ouly time here in New Orleans that
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there was something like that, and it was a coincidence. And there is another
coincidence too for me, and that is that when Oswald left the city he went to
Mexico, and the letter from Fernandez that was Intercepted here was to.Mexico
too, and Oswald visit the Cuban consulate in Mexico, and the Fernandez letter
was to the Cuban Ambassador to Mexico. For me, that i{s a big doubt.

Mr. LieseLER. Go ahead.

Mr. BRINGUIER. You see, after the debate, the same night of the debate, I
went to the radio station here in New Orleans and the local papers and the
United Press International office, and I gave a press release. If you want a
copy, I could give you a copy. I gavea copy to the Secret Service.

The most Interesting thing is the four things that I asked to the Secret
Service of New Orleans. I think that this is the second one where I said,
“Write to your Congressman asking for a full investigation of Mr. Lee H.
Oswald, & confessed Marxist” [producing document]. And that was 3 months
before the assassination. '

Mr. LieBeLeR. Do you have another copy of this?

. Mr. BRINGUIER. I have the original of that. You can have that.
* Mr. LiesgLER. 1 have marked a copy of the press release distributed to the ,
various communications media here in New Orleans, on August 16, 1963—

Mr. BrIiNGUIER. No, August 21.

Mr. Li1eBELER. August 21, 19637

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 21, the night of the debate.

Mr. LiepeLeg. I mark it as “Exhibit No. 3" to your deposition, and I have
initialed it. Would you initial it?

[The witness complied.]

Mr. LieseLER. Let me go over some of thls testimony that you have just
given to see if I understand. Mr. Fernandez wrote to Mr. Lechuga a letter
in which Fernandez said that we—meaningthe Castro people?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Yes. . .

Mr. Li1eBeLER. Must be on guard up until August 8?7 -

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 8, that is right .

Mr, LieBeLER, Of 19637

Mr. BRINGUIER. That Is right.

Mr. LieseLER. You indicated that Oswald had come to your store or ofﬁces
on August 5, 19637

Mr. BriNgUIER. That is right.

Mr. LIEBELER. Oswa]d canie to you offering to assist in the military training
of Cubans?

Mr. BriNGUIER. That is right.

Mr. LIEBELER. At that time, there was, in fact, a training camp near New
Orleans——

Mr. Bringuler. That is right. . ’

Mr. LieseLER. For the training of people for military action against Castro?

Mr. BrRINGUIER. Right.

Mr. LieBeLER. And that was not public knowledge at that time?

Mr. BriNgUIER. That is right.

Mr. LIEBELER. S0 you are tying this up in your mind by considering the pos-
sibility that Oswald was, in fact, a Castro agent?

Mr. BriNgUIER. That is right.

Mr. LieseLeER. And did know about the existence of this training camp, be-
cause Mr. Fernandez had already himself infiltrated that training camp?

Mr. BrINGUIER. That is right. )

Mr. LiegeLER. And that Fernandez had told Oswald about the existence of this
camp and had asked Oswald himself to try to infiltrate that camp for your
organization? :

Mr. BRINGUIER. Excuse me.

Mr. Lieserer.’ Is that correct?

Mr. BrINGUIER. Well, the only thing that I don’t believe is that Fernandez
had told directly to Oswald. What I believe is that Fernandez had informed
some people outside the United States, and these people had informed Oswald and
had gave to Oswald the order to try to infiltrate the Cuban group here in New
Orleans.
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Mer. LreBeLER. And Mr. Fernandez was, on this theory, aware of that and was
aware of approximately the time Oswald would make this attempt, and, there-
fore, indicated to Lechuga that there would be some danger of Oswald being
discovered as an attempted infiltrator?

Mr. BRINGUIER, I beg pardon? I don’t understand the words.

Mr. L1epELER. As I understand, part of the hypothesis here, the theory, re-
Intes to the fact that Fernandez said to Lechuga, “We must be careful, or we
will be in danger,”—up until about August 8. Now does that statement have
anything to do with Oswald? '

Mr. Brincuier. Well, what I think is this: He send that letter to Lechuga, and
on August § Oswald came to me offering his service to train Cubans, all in the
same period of time. Something that never was happening here in New
Orleans, that there was a secret anti-Castro training camp, and the chalrman
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee trying to join the Cuban group here in
New Orleans. Those are the facts. I don’t want to tell something that I am
not sure about. I just want to show you that tremendous coincidence or that
connection.

Mr. LieBeLER. Now it doesn't seem likely, does it, that Oswald would go around
handing out literature in the streets like he did if he was actually attempting
to inflltrate the anti-Castro movement?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Remember that that was after I turned down his offer and
after I told him that I don't have nothing to do with military activities and
that here there is nothing, and that I turned down completely him. He didn't
went openly to do that before the attempt to infllitrate the training camp;
he went openly to do that after he was turned down.

Mr. LieseLER. Do you know of any conceivable association between anybody
in the pro-Castro movement and Oswald that could have acted as a source of
{nformation to Oswald—conducted the orders to him?

Mr. BRINGUIER. No.

Mr. Lieserer. Would you have any way of obtaining information of that sort
as a result of your anti-Castro activities and contacts? If there were such a
person as this, do you think you would be likely to know about it? :

Mr. BRINGUIER. Beg your pardon?

Mr. LiepeLER. If there were such & person, that is to say, some agent of the
Castro movement who had been working with Oswald, do you think that you
would have had access to that information or you would have been hl\ely to
find out about it?

Mr. BRINGUIER. You see, that is a hard question, because here in the city you
have a lot of persons. There are some who are pro-Castro, there are many
who are anti-Castro. Even among the Cubans you could have some Castro
agents here in the city and you could not have control of everybody.

But there is something else: The owner of the Havana Bar—the Havana Bar

is located in 117 Decatur Street, just two door or three door from iy store—-

the owner of the Havana Bar is a Cuban, and he and one of the employees
over there, gave the information to me after Kennedy's assassination—not
before—that Oswald went to the Havana Bar one time. He asked for some
lemonade. He was with one Mexican at that moment, and when Oswald was
drinking the lemonade, he start to say that, sure, the owner of that place had
to be a Cuban capitalistic, and that he argue about the price of the lemonade.
He was telling that that was too much for a lemonade, and he feel bad at that
moment, Oswald feel bad at that moment—he had some vomits and he went
out to the sidewalk to vomit outside on the sidewalk. These persons here from
the Havana Bar told me that the guy, the Mexican, who was with Oswald, was
the same one that one time the FBI told them that if they will see him, call them
immediately because that was a pro-Communist. I remember that was between
August 15 and August 30 was that period of time. I could not locate that
because I start to find out all these things after the Kennedy assassination, not

" before, because before I did not found any -counection., They did not told

nothing of this before to me. Between the 15th and the 30th the brother of
the owner of the Havana Bar came to my store asking me to call the FBI, be-
cause he already saw one automobile passine by the street with two Mexicans,
one of them the one who had been with » swald in the bar, and he told me

45
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Fair Play for Cuba Committee materials on one uneventful oc-

casion in Dallas sometime during the period April 6-24, 1963,

Oswald’s first public identification with that cause was in New Or-

‘leans. There, in late May and early June of 1963, under the name

Lee Osborne, he had printed a handbill headed in large letters “ITands

‘ Off Cuba,” an application form for, and a membership card in, the

. New Orleans branch of tlie Fair Play for Cuba Committee3!” He

first distributed his handbills and other material uneventfully in the

v vicinity of the U.S.S. Wasp, which was berthed at the Dumaine Street

oo wharf in New Orleans, on June 16, 1963.2'¢ He distributed literature

' in downtown New Orleans on August 9, 1963, and was arrested because

' of a dispute with three anti-Castro Cuban exilts, and again on August

. 16, 1963.31* Following his arrest, he was interviewed by the police, and

» at. hlS own request, by an agent of the FBI.**® On August 17, 1963, he

appeared briefly on a radio program **! and on Aug,ust 21, 1963, he

debated over radio station' WDSU, New Orleans, with Carlos Brin-

¢uier, one of the Cuban exiles who had been arrested with him on

- . August 9.9 Bringuier claimed that on August 5, 1963, Oswald had

o attempted to mﬁlnate an anti- C‘lSth organization with which he was
associated.’®

) While Oswald publicly engaged in the activities described above,

his “organization” was a produet of hisimagination.** Theimaginary

president of the nonexistent chapter was named A. J. Hidell,?*s the

name that Oswald used when he purchased the assassination weapon.*¢

Marina Oswald said she signed that name, apparently chosen because

. it rhymed with “Fidel,” **" to her husband’s membership card in the

- New Orleans chapter. She testified that he threatened to beat her if

she did not do so0.2*® The chapter had never been chartered by the

_— = dS

-

[ T —

} . national FPCC organization.®*® It appeuars to have been a solitar
L g .- £ 3 . : ;
operation on Oswald’s part in spite of his misstatements to the New
J Orleans police that it had 35 members, 5 of which were usually present -

330

—_—~

at meetings which were-held once o month. :
Oswald's Fair Play for Cuba activities may be viewed as a very
shrewd political operation in which one man single handedly created

]

publicity for his cause or for himself. It is also evidence of Oswald's
reluctance to describe events accurately and of his need to present
himself to others as well as to himself in a light more favorable than
was justified by reality. Thisis suggested by liis misleading and some-

' time untruthful statements in his letters to Mr. V. T, Lee, then
, national director of FPCC. In one of those letters, dated August 1,
) 1963, Oswald wrote that an oftice which he had previously claimed to

have rented for FPPCC activities had been “promply closed 3 days .
lnter for some obsure reasons by the renters, they said something
about remodeling ect., I'm sure you understand.” **' e wrote that
“thousands of circulars were distrubed” ** and that he continued to
receive inquiries through his post office box which he endeavored
“to keep ansewering to the best of my ability.”** 1In his letter to
V. T. Lee, he stated that he was then alone in his efforts on behalf
of FPCC, but he attributed his lack of support to an attack by Cuban

407
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exiles in a street demonstration and being “officialy cautioned” by the , _ A
police, events which “robbed me of what support 1 had leaving me . OSWALD DISTRIBUTING FAIR
alone.” 334 ORLEANS, AUGUST 16, 1963 -.

In spite of those claims, the Commission has not been able to un- BiLLa ON_ WHICH HE HAD 37,

cover any evidence that anyone ever attacked any street demonstration
in which Oswald was involved, except. for the Bringuier incident men-
tioned above, which occurred 8 days after Oswald wrote the above
letterto V. T. T.ee.®* DBringuier, who seemed to be familiar with many !
anti-Castro activities in New Orleans, was not aware of any such y
incident.®®  Police reports also fail to reﬂect any activity on Oswald’s
part prior to August 9, 1963, except for the uneventful distribution of (
literature at the 1)um'1me Stleet wharf in June.®’ Fu[thermme, the
general tenor of Oswald’s next letter to V. T. Lee, in which he sup-

' ])orted his report on the Bringuier incident with a copy of the charges
made against him and a newspaper clipping reporting the event, sug-
wests that his previous story of an attack by Cuban exiles was at least
greatly exaggerated.®® While the legend “FPCC 544 Camp St. NEW S s
ORLEANS, LA.” was stnmped on some literature that Oswald lmd‘ SWMSMR%I.E:NBSR'?J:&RM
in his possession at the time of his arrest in New Orleans, extensive A '-E’F‘réc Laterature, Locm,
investigation was not able to connect Oswald with that addless, al-
thounrh it did develop the fact that an anti-Castro organization had ;
maintained offices there for a period ending early in 1962.2° The '
(Clommission has not been able to find any other indication that Oswald
had rented an office in New Orleans. In view of fhe limited amount
of public activity on Oswald’s part before August 9, 1963, there also
seems to be no basis for his claim that he had distributed “thousands”
of circulars, especially since he had claimed to have printed only 2,000

-and actually had only 1,000 printed. In addition, there is no evidence L
that he received any subst.mml amount of matermh from the na- 3
tional headquarters.® )

In another letter to V. T. Lee, dated August 17, 1963, Oswald wrote £

that he had appeared on Mr. William Stucke) s '15- minute television
program over WDSU-TV called “Latin American Focus” as a result
of which he was “flooded with callers and invitations to debate’s ect.
as well as people intérested in joining the F.P.C.C. New Orleans
branch.” *#* WDSU has no program of any kind called “Latin Ameri-
can Focus.” *2 Stuckey had a radio program called “Latin Listening

Post,” on which Oswald was heard for less than 5 minutes on Anfrust ' -

17,1963.3° Tt appears that Oswald had only one caller in response to 1

all of his FPCC activities, an agent of Bringuier’s '1ttemptm0' to le.u.n : C A CARNERIDEY
more about the true nature of the dlle(red FPCC “organization” in ] .

New Orleans.®* :
Oswald’s statements suggest that he hoped to be flooded with callers
and invitations to debate. . This would have made him a-real center of , )
attention as he must have been when he first arrived in the Soviet Union ) _ .
and as ‘he was to some extent when he returned to the United States.
The limited notoriety that Oswald received as a result of the street
fracas and in the subsequent radio debate was appareitly not enough
to satisfy him. He exaggerated in his Jettersto V. T. Lee in an appar- - it

408
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informatlion concerning the Comandus lMamblses oxr thelr
spokesman, RAFALL MARTIIEZ PUPO, who made a statewmsat in
GuaLhmJIu claiming credit for »he August 17, 1963 aLtack .

BO3SCH stated that the MIRR will promote other .
attacks in the future, a3 opportunitics and avallability
of equipment Dc1m1t, without compromwinu the United
States.

V.  MISCELIAREOUS

information was received that

Ca June 14, 19063,
had-a plan to bomb the Shell refiumery

a group or Cuban exiles
in Cuba.

v Pl - Lo 104D - A~ .
Cui Juwe 15, 1263, United Shofzes Cuatong Agente

CS

selzed a twin Beecheraft airplanz on the outskirts of
Miami, Tlorida, along thh a quantlﬁ' of explo‘i es.

MIGUEL ALVAREZ, EVELIO AIPTLAR REWE ESPIWOSFA,
VICTOR ESPINOSA and CARLO HERFALDEZ alon? with Ansriean
SAM BENETOW, ware involved and ae»uinﬁd but not arresced,

by United States Customs Agents, I was ascertainsd | -
that MICHAEL S IANEY supplied. the money snd explosivea | s
for this operation. MC IANEY is well known &s a former Y =
gambling councession operator in Havana, Cuba, and : :; '42
preseatly resides at Miami Beach, Floridsa.- EE ;
- On July 19, 1963, ACELO PEDROSO adwvised there Sve
- was another plam to bomb Cubqq-u sing bomb easings amnd © <
dynamite located on the outskirts of Naw Orleans, Louisiana. 5
O

On July 31, 1963, the Federal Bureau of
If"stigation ’“BI) at New Orlesns, LOUi?]aﬂ%, obtained a
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Q]

gearch warrast and gelzed 2,400 pounds of dymamite and

20 bomb casings near Laco .1b\. Louisiana., This malerial
was located on thoe pr op-rty of WILLIAY J. MC LANLEY,
brother of MICVALL J. I5C IANEY, a Miemi Beash gambler arnd
former operator of casino in the Nz2cional Hotel, Rawvama,

ai
L

[5%)

“Cuba. _ . .

Investigstion determined tkat this dynamite was
purchased ai Cnllingville, Illinois, by RICH TAUCHELI for
VICTOR ESPLNDZA, wbo was involved in the June 146, 1563

-egelzures &% filami. ESPINOSA transporied the u"ﬂ?mlce pdo)

LR s

New Orleans in a rented trailer. Alzo involved in this
boub plot wnwz CARLOS LERIAFDEZ, MIGUEL ALVAREZ and SAI
BENTON, a HMiami, Florida private detective.

4 HM T—?s who 1s personally azquainted wlth SAM
BERTON and RICH LAUCHLL, a(lVJ.‘(’j that SA1] BERVION Lasz
‘been involved, in tkee past, with Cuban revolubtior zry
groups in plans Lo sink yachts to obtasin insurznce

arms dealg and collection of funds for personal u,e.

MM T-3 advi.cedon June 14, 1963, RICY ALBERT
IAUCHLI of Callln°v1lle, Illinois rec en“ly »rerCd in
Miami, Florida in a ¥ord station wagon with a losd of
Axms for sale. Americanadventurers aud me cemurac-s CERATD
\IRICK HEMMING, JR., and FRANK ANIHONY STURGISG, took
AUCHLI arownd. &o meet the different Cuban exile lezders in.

‘hlami. IAUCHLI gcubgsecquently sold a .57 mm recoilless

rifle to the SWFE, 2 Japanese machine gun to Amerizan
mercenary BILL CARMAN, two automatic rifles and ©wo French
guns to RAMON r ONP oE Com andos L, aad ﬂlﬂucllmr“008

other eqpipmvlt to.other organ zations.

MM T-3 e }pltinnd that when IAUCHLI arrived in
Miami in June of 1263, his statiomvrgon contalned .50 caliber

- i‘ A ﬁ s FRO{W | | 36.
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machine guas,

@!__"’ ToCId: 32423

1M 105-1742

sutomstic rifles

of foveign-made weapnns. IAUCHLI sold

£ these arms, and at reasonoble prices.

nine sub-machine guns,

and a numbeT

aqearly all o
M -3 explained that 1AUCHLI i3 moxe interested

~ ag a gun denler, and lag no erotional feeling

in arm3 sales &9
“about the Cubkan axile cause of trying to overtheoy the  ~
present Govermaent in Cuba.
*
37.
*‘.L,.u ; 3
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Book V, p.
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10

FBI informant during missile crisis
suggested that Castro could be
assassinated through underworld channels
inside Cuba and that the informant would
fund this if U.S. government would

assure such endeavor would not adversely
effect the national 'security. See
attached Hoover memo. We need to identify
and interview informant.

1
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'xhc At Lornn)- Gcnorul T el > bA‘l’ﬁ! OcL

Of = ' ' . ' FTORECE OF 3, T
?LNFROM : Direcctor, FBI ‘niugr\-‘;x QQ
VT .
- - ' K o , i @ ) IL“»(\ i
sunjrer: FIDEL CASTRO : | \ SIS

“NTERNAL SECURLITY -~ CUBA

Ve bave an informant who furnishes data concerning
" criminal matters and who is close to high officials of the
Teamsters Unjion., He has many contacts with hoodlum and
+ gambling elements throughout the United States, IHe is most-
concerned that his relationship with the FBEI not be revealcd
since he feels certain that, if his COOleatlon becomes
knovmn, he will be killed 1mmeataLgl

On October 22, 1962, the informant volunteered to
our Los Angeles, Cal:fornla, Office that he believes he could
arrange to h4vc Tidcl Castro assassinated. He explained
that some of his underworld accualntances, such as Heyer LﬂpaLy,
in the past bave had c¢losc connactions/ in Cuba vhoreby tReoy
vere eble to “"buy'' practically any Cuban official ox to
‘accomplish almost anything they wanted to do in Cuba, He
believes some of these underworld figures still have channels

~~inside Cuba through which the assassination of Castro could be

. Rt v.;.. ag -,- ‘ o o
,\)\). m ' e __w:h C()"LD IDTI?“_.'“Y COH.“U‘"‘N"IN. SCUNCR

successfully arranged.’

- 22 ,r;_f«%,g, ’L‘g” H -«-v.ﬂ, ;pacmw -ﬁ""‘.‘,g; fm"mWﬁ""""’\‘ vamu.,,w n-np., mw - w-m ~
BRI ) 's\!'* b

“,h,,q b AR T ,.m-—.-m.-.- San a\’ aa....o-q Sy R . "g.lg'

K "‘\,, = :
; -.q‘\x,u"m...‘ ,' : in the event the
Unltcd States Govornmcnt is interested in hthD" the attempt
made, he would raise the necessary money and would want nothing
“from the Govermvnent except assurance that such an underLdPLnn
would in no way adverscly affect the national security, lle
expressed confidence in his ability to accomplish this mission
without any additional contact with Government representatives

“and wi}h a minimum of contacts with private IMGIVTEIRITIT, =1
Uk, :.,...IvL_ ity 7///'-— PR bt it AR A ""““'“"‘.g‘ _
109-539 Vol DEPARNERT OF JUSTicE | 1
MAY‘ ‘7 , B 2 . ; ! .
oo / i /« s 22| dal 2 19e3
l [)1().1. Y ke ﬂﬂhla é\z, RECORDS BR ALCH ‘ B‘
' Y CNTTOMNEY GENERAL . )

DOCPd: 32425622 Page T4 et 2 — *'{ e cem -



Book V, p. 13 1Intelligence files in mid-1963 documenting
series of meetings among major leaders
of anti-Castro movement. Such a report
is attached. Attention to the cast of
‘characters: i.e., Artime, Maceo, Somoza,
Carlos Prio. '

H¥ 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 15
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On Awguzt 23, 1963, ALFREDO BORJAS, Intelligance
Chicf of tha Movimiento de Recuperacion Revolusionario (FKR)

anti-CASTRO sraoaalzation of MANUEL ARTINE, advized that the

FRR~ Co,ﬁmdca of CARLOS B\kDLN 1s a dissident group. BORJAS
[ PR Jo:”

eadd thet thwough his contacts in the latger organizatd
he had esoertained that only about five meambers of BAIDIN's
organizxiicn landed in Cuba at the time o& the June 20

1263 inv gkiwn-boqx.

BORJAS said the CRC press releases were a publicity
* gtunt whizh backfired and destroyed any credibility and _
activify the CRC may bave had up to that tire. When the -~
' bk

pregs found t was a hoax, ANTONIO IIMCEQ and CARL
regigned, bla they toth

helped to creoa

ous 1
rming the CRC for the scandal which
t2, :

I-I. TEE 8000448 PLAW

On July 16, 1963, MIGUEL CARCIA, in charge of
public rblanOﬁ@ for the CRC, announced tb¢* LUIS S0MJZA,

former Praaldens of Nicaragua, had recently bzen in
' Washinglon, V. €.; reportedly conferred with United SCstes
Governm:znt orfficials, and about ten days ago arrived in

Miswi N Florida.

R GARCIA said that SOMOZA conducted 8 seriles of
ich nearly all of the well-knowa Cubian

ion group leaders attended. AL
to all the

meetings, in wht
exile politieczl and oct
t hese meecinms, SONMOZA claimed he had talked

Preaidents of the Central American Republiss, and there
Pregidents are willing to help Cuban exiles in the [orm
of training ¢amps, military equipment,and biseg of
operatiior from which to attack the present government of
SO¥0zA imdicated that his meetings with the

Cuba.
! ' e ' U 5

AL
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' President:a of the several Central American Republi o

HM 105-1742

end the leading fliguras among the Cuban exiles in Hlam..
New York emd Washington, were known to bave the sanciion

of the United States Government. On July 16, 1963,

S0M0ZA left Fiaml and returned to llice ragua.,

On July 15, 1963, the "Iizmi News' coatained
an artiﬂln stating that there iz growing gpeculation in
Vieni that Attorncey General RODERT KEHHEDY is guietly
backing certain Cuban exiles, such as NARUEL ARTLIGE 3JUESA
and the so-called SOMOZA Plan. It 15 noted that MANGEL
ARTIME BUESA is the head of the MRR, an anti-CASIRO
organit ization. o

4'/
-

On July 15, 1963, 111 T-3, who has been active
in Cuban revolutionary matters for the pazst flva years,
advised Lhat the belouw-lisied persons are seme of the
better-known Cuban exile leaders who mct u;tn 50:10ZA during
his recent vigit to the United States

SANTIACO ALVAREZ RODRIGUEZ, Coinandos L

TAUREANO BATISTA TALLA, Movimiento Democrat
Cristiano (I'DC)

ANIONIO VECLANA,-Alpha 66

SIXTO MESA, MRR |
JOSE MORELL ROMERO, Cuban Committee of Liberation
CARLQS PRIO SOCARRAs; former President of Cuba

6'.

RECENED

MAY. - 1976
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MANUEL ARTIME, MRR ~

EUSEBIO IUJAL, labor leader
ialist

JOSE BOSCH, Cuban industr

RODRICUEZ
ours

On July 26, 1963, SANTIACO ALVAREZ

advised he hzd Lulkcd w1th LUIa S0.0%ZA about four k
wag in ldaml during the middle of July, 1953.

while §0I50ZA
ALVAREZ gsaid cthat it is his opinion SONOZA w2z acting aa
anens aud

~an Intermadiary between the United Stateg Cover
the Cuban exiles, '

On August 20, 1963, ALVARLZ advised
SCH0ZA plan;

o
concerning t:ha ¢ 1s now

nas yet devalepad cor
not clear whak SOKOZA is offering, or what the United Htates
in this natter. ALVAREZ

Government's pogition or attitude ig

said i¢ 1g obvious SO¥OZA camnot afford, either as a private
individual or a representative of the Nlngragu:n Govaranent,
tdles3, and will
U

to back such a military program by Cuban ex
have to have the backing and support of tha
Government to go on with his plan.

On July 30, 1963, FERMIN FLEITES, member of tlke
Execucive Committee of the MDC, advised th?° about a week
ago, a Niecaraguan Army officer visited the !1C Ezadquarters,

and in the mame of SOMOZA, offercd camps, mtlitary cguipnent
and bases in Nicaragua. 7This individual also offered o

£fo
pay the expemses of moving the MDC operations to licaragua.

nited States

FLEITES explained that the MDC had taken no

positive action concerning this matter, and had adopted a
policy to escertain what attitude the

_'wait and cee"
Uniqed Qt?tns Government would LaLc concerning this matter,
.I : ;
~~~~~ wh L

7.
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On August:' 7, 1963, MARIO DEL CAMAL, Executlve
Secretary of Reacate Democrutico Revolucionarin, advized
that whern S0I70ZA was in the Unlted States uuv:rg July

e ——

veoihe
Of 1963 . :‘ ‘i. ‘JIJL APTO] O ])L; \//\PC ‘\. 5 l?.{_ ..-d OJ- t. M R(""’ 2 ‘ N
Demoerzt:icn Revolusionario (RDR), conferred with SOHDZA

in Hiermd and New York. At the invitoiion of ZOMDZA, . .
VAROMA left for licaragua on August 1; 1063, ¢o ags i confar
~wita §0:0Z4, and 1o exnpected to return ¢o Ml.mi in about a
veek.

On September 10, 1963, CAR\L adviced thaot nothing
definite had baen established as a result of VAROIN's
vigit ¢o Wicaragua, aend that the futuze of tha propozed
SOrioZA Plan 1s uncertain.

On August 13, 1063 LAURCANO BATISTA FALIA,
militsry lesader of the LT, au”fs~? that Lo kad re« 01%‘7
returred frca Nicaragua, where he had conferved with
SOL0ZA, who made no commitments or indiealed :ny definita
plan existed. SOWOZA showed great interest in the Cubsan
problen, but offered no positive ‘help or aid ia the way of

arms or Lr&lﬁlﬁg camps.

BATISTA FALLA said that CARLOS PRID sowms
former President of Cuba, was in Nicaragua a% the same
time, conferred with SOMOZA, but did not reczive any
offcr§ of pssi%ive aid. BATIuLN ex Dl&lu d Lm

(DR), &Jd &lthou h PRYO “nd JUAN BOQCH Pram.lcm* of *Pu'
DR, had been ir{ﬂnds for many years, PRIO was upable to
obfaiﬁ any military bases in the DR. .

On August 22, 1963, RUBEN DE LEON, former Cubar
Minister of Defﬂnae and Co Orledtor of the anti- bAaI'O

8.
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organizstion Armed Forces of Cuba im hxile, tated that
about @ month ago, LUILS SOI0ZA told EINILIO I\EZ PO“'T'?JOEDO,

former Ct:han delegate to the United N;:ith (ZN) that

he (50i0Z4) had talked to Uuilted States Attormey Gsnzral (AG)
ROBERT KELHEDY. - . -

AG KENNEDY reportedly sal?l it was na2¢
SOMOZA to work ouz the Cuban problem and to unite Cu
exiles.. SOX0ZA recommenmod that FAWURL ARTINE BULSA b
designated a3z the leader of the Cuban exiles.

3

DE LEONW advised that there was later a meetin i in

»--5\“17!

IMleni at the hom2 of Nicaraguan Ammy Captain SOSE ALEIRETT

betwveen SOMOZA and a number of Cuban exile leaders. At thails
ceLing, O0¥0ZA sald there was a possibility of Nizaraguan
suppoxL for the Cuban exile anti-CAYSIRO movemaul, but fivet
the exiles would have fto accept ARTIIE astheir leader., There
was consiueraole oppogcition to this ugrn@mion by the exile

leaders attending the meeting.

'On September 12,1963, PAULINO SIERRA WARTINEZ
former attorney ond textile mill operator im Cuba, advized
he had recently visited Nicaragua and conferred with LUIS
SOIMOZA conecerning help to Cuban exiles. -

SIERRA gaid there are no training camps in

Nicaragoua or Central America for Cuban exiles, and &ll the

proposed aid and backing has progressed no further tian the

talking stage. SIERRA said it seems Lo him that evaryone
is waitiing for the United States Government to gilve the
green 1ight" .

v On .September 12, 1963, MM T-3 advized that nearly
all rmepnan&{ l‘lead ers among Cuban exiles have conferred
with SOhOjA and now agree thot the SOMOZA Plan is too big for

7 1915 .

BOJS . &
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SOMOZA and thz Central American Republics to put into
effect wx*houu United Statc military and political
suppor_. : ‘ /

1M T-3 sald that the different Cuban militaxy
"and polilitical leaders now feel that SOMQZA kas nol yei
obtained a pozifive commitment from the United States
Governmen, becuuse alfter two and a half monthz of
conferencas; therve are not any Cuban exzile militzxy
training camps in Ceuntrsl Amerdca, and the S00ZA Plan
‘has not progressed beyond the talkingvotugv

III. ORCANIZATIOLIS

Comandos 1,

_ M T-3 sdvised that Comandos L 1o one
anti-CASTRO orpanizatlons and action groups. :
SANTIAGO ALVARIEZ ROLR IGUEZ, ANLTONIO CUESTEA ﬂnd RAAQF

]
D
e

A
Thc organization maintains no office as such, bus continuzs
E

to use Post Office Box 66, Riverside Statiom, lMianmi,
to collect money donations,

On July 29, 1963, SANTIAGO ALVAREZ ROSRICURZ
advised thz organization has had no military acuivity
slnce Maxceh of 1663, The leadership is noyw buildicg

th
organizaticn &o in(rnase membe15u1p, est2blizh differay L
ety

sections, such 23 a Women's Section, a Publicity So on,
and comm1L1933 to rﬂiqe funds. The orginizaticn recse: :’v
put out a thirty-page booklet, setting forth ie aimz aund
purposes of the orgamization, along with information

.

concerning previous military operations of the organizat

108 .

ALVAhFZ adnitted his group has two bo ats Iin the
Miami RiVnt, whic h will be used in the future for military

ReCEIVED iy
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Book V, p. 25
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Helms directed Karamessinis and Angleton
to fully cooperate with the desk officer,
John Whitten, charged with investigating
the assassination. On November 24,
Mexico City cabled the names of known

contacts of Soviet personnel in Mexico

City and AMLASH's name (Rolando Cubela)

. was included on that list. Nonetheless

neither Fitzgerald, Helms, Tom K or
Angleton advised the desk officer of
significance of this name.
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Book V, p. 25

DocId:32423622

Page 23

29

On November 23, 1963, the CIA
Headquarters asked the Mexico Station

to stop the planned arrest of Sylvia
Duran. Karamessinis speculated that this
was because CIA feared Cuba responsible
for assassination.

Headquarters equally concerned with

Duran on November 27 and warned ‘

Mexico City station chief that U.S.

ﬁmbassador pushing Cuban theory too
ard. '



Book V, p. 27 AMLASH's case officer omitted reference

to the poison pen in his November 25
contact report of his November 22 AMLASH
meeting on instruction from Fitzgerald.

HW¥ 54653  DocId:32423622 Page 24



Book V, p. 28 'D" tells his story in Mexico City on
.~ November 25. On November 26, Mexico
City cables details of "D" interroga-
tion to CIA Headquarters. On December 1,
CIA Headquarters cables Mexico City that
the White House has been told that D's
story is a fabrication.

HW¥ 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 25



Book V, p. 30
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On December 1, 1963, CIA Headquarters
cabled Mexico City that a sensitive
source ( o ) has advised

that a Cubana airlines flight to Havana
was delayed in Mexico City on November 22
to pick up a passenger who rode in the
cockpit without going through customs.
This cable was found in Mexico City

file with no CIA headquarters record

of follow-up being found. \
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Book V, p. 35

DocId:32423622 - Page 27

In December, 1963, Sullivan prepared a
memo for Hoover's aid in briefing the
President that stated that no evidence
had been developed which would indicate
Oswald's assassination was inspired or
directed by Pro Castro organizations

or by any foreign country.



Book V, p. 40-41

HW 54653  DocId:32423622 Page 28

FBI Legat in Mexico City cabled
FBI Headquarters on November 24
that U.S. Ambassador felt Cubans
participated in assassination
effort. '"Bureau may desire to
give consideration to polling
all Cuban sources in US in
effort to confirm or refute this
theory." FBI Headquarter's
supervisor determined this was
not desirable and would only
promote rumors.



Book V; P. 58

AHH 54653 DocId:32423622 PFage 29

The CIA investigation reflected a
Soviet orientation, with exhaustive
studies of Oswald's activities in

re Soviet Union. There is no corres-
ponding CIA analysis of Oswald's con-
tacts with pro and anti Castro groups
in U.S. ‘
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Book V, p. 61- In December, 1963, the CIA learned that

63

DocId:32423622

Page 30

a Cuban American had crossed the border
from Texas into Mexico, on November 23

and arrived in Mexico City on November 25.
He stayed in a hotel until the evening of
November 27, when he departed on a
regularly scheduled Cubana airlines flight
to Havana using a Cuban courtesy visa and
an expired U.S. passport. He was the only
passenger on the flight. In March, 1964
the Agency received a report from a

source which alleged that the same Cuban
American had received a permit to enter
Mexico City on November 20 in Tampa,
Florida. The same source said the Cuban
American was somehow 1nvolved in the
assassination.

The Agency did not follow up on this

" report other than to ask a Cuban

defector about his knowledge of the
Cuban American's activities. The FBI
did investigate the reported unusual
travel but did not fully report the
results of their investigation to their
Warren Commission. Their investigation
showed that this individual had lived

in Tampa and Key West and was pro-Castro.
He had traveled to Cuba in May of 1962
and had a brother in the Cuban military
who was studying in the Soviet Union.

On November 17, 1963, the Cuban American
was at a get-together at the home of a
member of the Tampa chapter of the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee. This was the
same Fair Play for Cuba Committee that
Oswald had possibly contacted in May of

1963.
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Book V, p. 63-64

DocId:32423622 Page 31

In March of 1964, the Warren
Commission requested from Director
Hoover information on certain pro-
Castro and anti-Castro organizations
which were active in the U.S.
including the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee, and Alpha 66, among.
others. The Bureau furnished less
than .a full and satisfactory
response and did not disclose the
fact that the CIA had operational
interests in certain of the entities
inquired about.



Book V, p. 65 The FBI reports on Alpha 66 furnished
the Warren Commission noted the attack
on the Soviet vessel in March of 1963
but did not detail that group's
continued activity in planning and
carrying out their military operations
against Cuba. The FBI reports did not
show that Alpha 66 had been involved
with the New Orleans anti-Castro train-
ing camp.

H¥ 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 32



~Book V, p. 65 It is known that the CIA took an

‘ interest in the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee with which Oswald was
associated. According to Bureau
documents, the Agency advised the
Bureau that they were considering

the use of disinformation that might
embarass the Committee in areas where
the Committee had support.

H¥ 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 33



Book V, p. 72
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In late July 1964, an FBI informant
reported that the CIA was meeting with-
AMLASH for the purpose of assassinating
Castro. Informant also reported that
AMLASH was unhappy with the CIA's efforts
and that Attorney General Kennedy had
refused to support the plan but that the
plan had not been completely put to rest..
This information was not disseminated
outside the -Bureau at the request of the
informant. But the Bureau notations
indicate that the Bureau was looking

into an underworld plot against Castro
that might be coincidental with the
AMLASH plan. The Bureau had first been
informed of AMLASH-CIA meetings in
October 1963. That information did not
indicate assassination involvement.



Book V, p. 74-75

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 35 .

The AMLASH operation was insecure
prior to the Fitzgerald meeting

with AMLASH, a meeting that

Fitzgerald was urged not to under-
take by several in the Agency.



Book V, pp. 77-78
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lJ_c/ Al

,71
A
; //
Individuals outside the CIA had
been brought into the|operation,

~and the Agency learned that one

of these individuals was in
clandestine contact with Cuban
intelligence (Cable from
European station to CIA Head-
quarters, 3/18/65).





