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""SPECIAL IIANDLIN[--=tmfmf 

or not the President's decision should be sought to 

implement this plan. 

(2)_ The initial stages of a spontaneous revolt will 

be supported by the United States through propaganda, 

covert operations and other actions as necessary~t 
maintaining the appearance of non-US involvement should 

the revolt faiQl In the event that tre ~evolt spreads 

as a popular movement against the Communist regime, the 

~nited States shou~d be capable of rapid military action 

to forestall a concertedand drastic reprisal program in 

the interest of h~anity and the mission of this plan. 

{3) ITS Milit~ry Reaction. 

. ior warning and with eighteen (18) 

ays of preparation 

assault could be executed , it is anticipated, 

would gain control of key milita installations and 

the principal centers of populatiof of Cuba within 

ten (10) days and result in minimuk US and Cuban . l 
casualties. 

/ (b). A requirement to reduce ~·ignificantly the pre-
/ assault period would necessitate incremental co~rnit-

ment of US fo•ces as ther c:f~ be assembleO and em­

ployed. Under this circum,ance the time required to 

gain essential US _milita control of C~~a could be 

appreciably ext~nded. owcvei', reductipn of US r:lili-

tary reaction be of overriding importance. 

In such case, forces could attack in 

support of the rebe with little delay from 

~he time .e C?cisicn is "ade. • .o: air sc;,::~:ilt ~ J1_ r/dJ 
cc~l'J. b:.:! L:.:tti-::te3 \!\th:!.~{;i,cht Un hou~::-

1

. 

"-irboJ:'ne assault co~~ij~ nitiated HithL1J_t.r·= {(.~ tU)l 

(5)ldd·a3b:.: _.· n ... "ld ait~t-~a·d,~t,'hht'i:re;ne(3) da.ys us . for:;/1\ 7 
cou e co= e :~·\ e ~ 
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. ~el!!!!_tment of Defense O~erations. 
~~1) vfue~directed by higher authority, or as the 

' situation dema 

vention in Cuba. 

current cover and 

the Department of Defense will 

y actions for US military inter- · 

e actions may include pre­

execution of 

n plans. 

Chiefs of Staff will direct execution of military 

(2) Upon final decision~f the President, the Joint 

;, ~n~~yen1;ion plans for Cuba ,, .. _.. ,.._,,. , ,., 
l • 

~ In cqnc~pt, initial filitary operations commence 

~ ~ith a blockade, concentra~d air strikes and coordi­

nated Naval gunfire to eff ct destruction of enemy 

air pO\'ler and to neutraliz and destroy as much as 

possibl~ of the enemy , armor, artillery, and 

anti-air capability. 
_.,:: 

(a) In western Cu a airborne and amphibious 

assaults will be 

with the initial obj 

by a Joint Task Force 

of seizing the city 

of Havana and obtain g control over the seat of 

government. Army airforne units will secure the 

major airfields in tn\ area as well as major port 

areas required for fol mv-on forces ~nd logistic 

resupply. Navy/Marine 

designated 

the beach. 

prepared to 

directed. 

Havana- and 

allow the Marines over 

The Marine amphib~ ~:~ces \..rill be 

re-embark for fur~he~rati ~ns a s 

., 

(b) In eastern Cuba, Guantanamo w~l'J: ... ~ be re-

inforced by a!r,. ani sea,liftei Narines f·~~ · defens;;Jf 

9 
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[[or~ base. Additional Navy/Marine amphibious 

forces wil e employed in operations against Cuban 

forces in in other 

operations in directed. · 

of Havana and San-

tiago and the successful of Guantanamo, 

operations will be conducted o defeat remaining 

pockets of resistance. 

airbqrne operations may 

areas for such operations are: 

!'i:r·o)Trinidad, Bahia de Coc 

Pines. 

( 5') At 

is gained in Cuba, matters o 

red. The ~ost likely 

Matanzas, Nuevi tas, } 

lnos, and the Is~~ 

al US military control 

civil affairs and mili- • 

tary government will be giv1r priority and undertaken 

i. n accordance toli th policy e.J ·tablished by the Depar. tment 

of State. This includes p~vision for a provisional 

military government prepar~d to assume full legislative, 
l . 

executive, and j~dicial coptrol until such functions 

can be turned. over 
:. 

to other authority on direction in 
t 

an expeditious an~ orderl~manner. Remaining resistance 

elements of the Communist 

or other groups 

or captured as rapidly as pos 

units will be scheduled for early 

States consistent with 

c. Department of State Operations. 

armed forces 

apd destroyed 

US military combat 

to the :bite:!. 

ions:Jl 
._., 

(1) Phase I. The Department of atate will seek to 

place the United States in as broad a multilateral 

context -as possible. 

(a) I:p~ediately sound out Latin American 

Governments to determine whether the United States 

can count ~pon a 2/3 majority decision authorizing 

the use of military forces under Article 6 of 

the Rio Treaty. 

10 
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or not the President's decision should be sought to 

implement this plan. 

(2) The initial stages of a spontaneous revolt will 

be supported by the United States through propagan~a, 

covert operations and other actions as necessary~t 
maintaining the appearance of non-US involvement should 

the revolt faiQl In the event that tre revel t spreads 

as a popular movement against the Communist regime, the 

0nited States should be capable of rapid military action 

to forestall a concertedand drastic reprisal program in 

the interest of humanity and the mission of this p~an. 

(3) U~ Military Reaction. _ 

~ warning and with eighteen (18) 

ays ~f preparation ~~nated airb~rne-amppibious 
assault could be executed whfb~ it is anticipated, 

would gain control of key milita~ installations and 

the principal centers of populatiof of Cuba within 

ten (10) days and result in minim~ US and Cuban 

casualties. 

(b) A requirement 

assault period would 

ment of US forces as 

played. Under 

gnificantly the pre-

increm~ntal commit­

be assembled and em-

gain essential control of Caba could be 

appreciably extended. qwaver, red~ctipn of US mili-

tary reaction time be of overriding importance. 

In such case, air forces could attack in 

support of 

':-h<J time n 

~ith little delay 

fro~JL~ 
~~ lt«5l. 

T" a : .. a 

committe 
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1PECIAL HANDLINlf .:IOf8:({f( . . . 

directed by higher authority, or as the 

the Department of Defense will 

actions for US military inter~ 

vention in Cuba. 

positioning forces 

current cover and 

(2) Upon final 

Chiefs of Staff will 

e actions may incl~~e pre­

execution of 

the Joint 

execution of military 

9 
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~ c8itli[ _]PECIAL IIANDLIN[ Jrom:tt 

al US military control 

g.<Jined in Cuba, matters o civil affairs and mili­

tary government will be giv priority and undertaken 

in accordance Hith policy bli9hed by the Department 

of State. This includes p a provisional 

military government prepa assume full legislative, 

executive, and j~dicial until such functions 

can be turned over on direction in 

an e~editious an~ ~~maining resistance 

elements of th~ Communist armed forces 

or other gr~ups apd destroyed 

or captured as rapidly as pos US military combat 

uni:~s will be scheduled for early to the .::::.1 t10-:!. 

States consistent ·.vith security conside . ion~ 
c. Department of State Operations. 

(1) Phase I. The Department of 3tate will seek to 

place the United States in as broad a m~ltilateral 

context as pos~ible. 

(a) I:pmediately sound out Latin American 

Governments to determine whether the United States 

can count upon a 2/3 majority qeci~ton authorizing 

the use of rn~litary forces under Article 6 of 

the Rio Treaty. 
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