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\ _;rl It is requested -tbat i1lformati01l set oat by St • 
. ,_;_.., r( Louis teletype Auga'-_t 3, _ 1963, be placed ~ a Fom FD-302 ia 
:.; t the ev~t this case reaches prosecution. ·- ·· · · _ · 
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On 7/26/63 u. S. Supervising Customs Agent 
WALLACE SHANLEY, Miami, advised SA WILLIAM ~YO DREW, 
Jr,., that SAM~T,b1L was being ut11ized as_ a: source 
of his off~ believe_d that through BENTON 
Customs had nece·ssary co_verage _ of the subjects. 
SHANLEY_was of the opinion that it was preferable not 
to interview the/individuals involved in the combing 
raid pla.n in order that the _subjects would not be
deterred in engaging in qvert acts which would make a 
prosecutable case. 

On 7/27/63 Mr~ S}iANLEY was recontacted 
relative to the interes-t of U. S. Customs in the cache 
of explosives which was believed located at a house 
near Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana.. Mr. SHANLEY 
answered that the case was not·- workable from Miami 
since_ the subjects at Miami might take no action for 
an extended period, and Customs as a matter of policy 
did not handle cases involving explosives wherein the 
explosives would be under the control or within the 
knowledge _of Customs and .at the same time pre sent the 
c_onsiderable danger which explosives constitute._ He 
stated that the customs Service makes every effo~-t to 
a.void being a party to the moving of explosives, as 
when done by subjects of a case with knowledge of 
Customs, and therefore he believed the matter of the 
located explosives should be turned over to the local 
authorities in Louisiana for seizure action. 

On 7/26/63 MM 639~S advised that on that same 
date he talked with SA~ BENTON, of Miami Beach, and 
BENTON informed him that he had 2,500 lbs. of dynamite 
in Mississippi which he would like to sell for TNT. 
BENTON told the source that he would like to locate a 
B-25 and also American pilots. BENTON told the source _ 
that the ,Cubaps with whom he is dealing did not tru&t ~)<!_A-) 
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EVELIO ALPIZAR, who was to have been the pilot in 
the attempted raid on-Cuba which was broken up by 
Customs at Miami in June)> 1963. BENT.ON stated that 
ALPIZAR is believed to have been the informant who 
enabled Customs to round up the participants in 
the planned rai_d. ~ X..."9 · _ .· 

On 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY stated that he had 
learned nothing fur.ther of the plan of subjects, but 
that BENTON was in touch with his office, anci as of 
a week preyi_ously BENTON cla1rned he was still looking 
for ·a plane·· and that the group intended to go 
through with the raid on Cuba. Mr. SHANLEY said he 
believed that BENTON would inform hi.s office if the 
}?ombing operation was undertaken. · 

The foregoing information from ~ 639-S 
is not included .in the body of the report inasmuch as 
BENTON is a contact of Mr. SHANLEY, of Customs, and the . ;~!~~:~~ ~}o~ c~~;~S ~&{t.r . SHANLEY the 1nfoi'mant "' 

In interview -of MIGUEL ALVAREZ on 8/1/62, he 
state.d that SAM BENTON's late model Pontiac,~~ confiscated 
b'y customs at the time of the seizure of the plane ;and . 
explosive.s on 6/15/63', ·has been rf;!turned to BENTON,· 
whereas the Ford Thunderbird belonging to the aunt of 
VICTOR ESPINOSA has been held by Customs. . 

During the 1nterv1ew .of VICTOR ES~I~OSA on 
7/31/63, ESPINOSA stated that Customs at Miami told him 
they_ would return his car if he told them whe,re ·he obtained 
the money for the explosive.s which were seized a~d -from 
whom he bought the explosives. ESPINOSA cla.imedtha.t he 
told Customsto keep the car. · 

On. 7/31/63 Mr.· SHANLEY 9 of u .. 1

S .. Customs, stated 
he had no objection to interview-of SAM BENTON by the 
Miami Office of the FBI in connection with instant c~se. 
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S'l', 'LOUISe , 

AT' ST. 'LOUIS I MISSOUB.I 
-

It is requested tbat iaf~tloa sec out by St. 
Louis teletype Augu't 3, 1963, be placed oa a Fox. FD-302 1a 
the eveat dais case ·reaebes prosecutioa. ·· 'lie 

APPROVED aNCIAL AGENT 
DO NOT WRITE IN SJOACES MLOW INCHARCJIE 

COPIES MADE; 

~~If~ 1- 4=3~ ~- Bar:eea (RM) 
-~· 

1 - CIA, Miemi (IM) 
1 - IRS • . Miami (RM) 
1 - U. S. Border Patrol, Miami (RM) 
1 - · ONI, Miami (RM) 

' 
2 - Miami ~i-~~3} 

(Copies Coat·d. Cover Page B.) 
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On 7/26/63 U. S. Supervising Customs .Agent 
WA:LL,ACE SHANLEY, .. Miami·, adv,ised · SA WILLIAM . MAYO DREW, 
Jr .. , that SAM BENTON was beingutilized asa source 
of his office and he believed that through BENTON .. 
Customs had neces·sary coverage . of the subjects. 
SHANLEY. was of the opinio~ that it was preferable not 
to interview the individuals . involved in the bombing 
raid plan in order that the subjectswouldriot be . 
dete.rred in engagi~g in qvert acts which would make a 
prosecutable case. 

On 7/27/63 Mr~ S}!ANLEY was· recontacted 
relative to the interest of U. S. Customs· in the cache 
·Of explosives which was believed located at a house 
near Lake · Pontchartrain, Louisiana. Mr. SHANLEY 
answered that the case was not workable from Miami 
since the subjects at Miami might take no action for 
an extehded period;, and Customs as a matter of policy 
did not handle cases involving explosives· wherein the 
explosives would be under the control or within the 
knowledge of Customs and at the same time present the 
c.onsiderable danger which explosives constitute. He 
stated that the Custo~s Service makes every ·effort to 
avoid being ·a party to the moving of explosives,; as 
when done by subjects of a case with knowledge of 
Customs, and therefore he believed the matter of the 
located explosives .should be turned over to the locai 
authorities in Louis:iana for seizure action. 

On 7/26/63 MM 639: s advised that on that same 
date he talk~d with SAM BENTON, of Miami Beach, and 
BENTON .informed him that he had 2,500 lbs. ·Of dynamite 
fn Mississippiwh1ch he would like to sell for TNT. 
BENTON to.ld the S·ource that he would like to locate a 
B-25 and also American pilots. BENTON told the source 
that the Cubaps with whom he is dealing did . not trust {1 ~ \ 
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EVELIO ALPIZAR, who was to have been the pilot in 
the attempted raid on-Cuba which was broken up by 
Customs at Miami _in June,~~ 1963. BEN'rON stated that 
ALPIZAR is believed to have been the informant who 
enabled Cus,toms to round up the part-icipants in 
the. planned raid.~~) . , · 

On 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY sta1;ed that he had 
le.arned nothing _ . rurth~r of the·plan · of subJf:!cts, _but 

' that BENTON was in touch with ~is office, and as of 
a Wf:!ek pre.vi;Ously BE~ON claimed ~e was· still l -ooking 
f -or ·a ·plane ··and that ·the group inten(ied to go 
through with ;the raid on Cuba. Mr. SHANLEY said he 
bel~eved that BEN.TON would infopm his· offic.e if tpe 
.l;>ombing operation was unde~taken • 

. The foregoing information from 1/lM 639-S 
is- not includ,ed .in . the body ·of the report -inasmuch as 
BENT.ON is a : contact of Mr. SHANLEY 9 of CU:stomfJ, and the 

. info~ma tlon c.ould re.veal to SHANLEY the informant '-''' . 
·. s-tatus of · MM · 639~S. {¥)~\ · · ··· 

. . In inte.rview .of ~IGUEL ALVAREZ on 8/1/62, he 
s:tateci that SAM BENTON'1 s . late model Pontiacjl .cOnf'i.scated 
by Cus-toms at the. tlme. of the seizure of th.e plane ·' ·and 
explosive.s on 6/15/63, ·has been r~turned to BENTON, · 
whereas· the Ford T!'lUnderbird belonging to the aunt of 
VICTOR ESPINOSA has• been held by Customs. . 

During . the -· interview . of VICTOR ESPINOSA on 
7/31/63, ESPINOSA s-tated that Cus,toms at M,lamf told him 
thE!Y would return his _ car if he told them whe.re .be obtained 
the . money for the explosives which were seised a~d .from 
whomhe bought the explosives. ESPINOSA claimed that he 
told Cus-toms to keep the car. · 

On 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY 3 of U •. S. Customs-, stated 
he had no objection to interview -- of SAM BENTON by the . 
Mfami Office of the _FBI in connection with inst~nt case. 
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