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ngChalrman) pre51d1ng.
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;McKinney,“Preyer, Thone, Stokes, Anderson, and Fauntroy.»;v

'Eﬁrector, Thomas Howarth /thgetlgkflcer, and Donovan L Gayl. 

e
Chief Researcher.-
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: Select Comm ittee _on Assa551natiOns,
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@The comm1ttee met at- 2 45 p.m., in )?(oom 22&7, Raybum

House OfflceBulldlng; the Honeﬁabée Thomas N. Downlng

(,7 L

© Present: Representatlves Downing (pre51d1ng), Gonzalez,,

_Also Present: Rlchard A. Sprague,/ﬁhlef/Counsel and

e
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:; <;7bhéirman'§oWhing. Tﬁe‘cbmmittee will come tO'orde;g
{ ﬁr. Spragué;:thé néxt time we have one of these-
exééﬁtive'meétings,'Mr. McKinney'maae What I think is.ah 
ekééiient suggeétion %r that Whén>we‘go.into‘executivejééssioh;
Wé»find sémé suitéble room'fhétiwé caﬁ adjourn to, tovéérry on '
the éXécutive‘session, and Wekmnﬂfhaﬁe this delay. L
" Mr- Sprague.‘ Mr. Chairman, I think it would be a grea£  
'idéa.to try to have an alterﬁate room to move td. ;= : |

Chairmén Downing. Now, will everybody in thefroom_hot”¢ ‘

éﬂﬁéﬁber of this Cémmitféé stéff identify thémséiQes?fﬁ-‘f
| \Mr‘;HuttOﬁ; E. M;,ﬂuﬁﬁon, the‘ﬁhairman's étaff.”fgfvgf
“t Mr._Levin. ‘JaY.B: Lé§in,-Cbngressmaﬁ Doddfs.Sféff:Ep °
‘> M$; Caldwell. BoﬁniéfééiaWeli, Congressmaﬁ ébﬁéalé%f:;
3s£éff; | ' : :
o Mr. Burgess. 'Quentih Burgess from Congrésswoﬁ§h Y§ohne_
Bﬁfké's office. kN

 *} Mr. Harvey. Percy Hafvey, from Congreséman Ford'SIStaff;f

j"‘Mr._Spring. Hank Spring, from Mr. McKinney's staff.f”
Chairman Downing. All right. Close the doors. -

‘7  Mr;‘Sprague, suppose you begin‘your presentétioﬁf‘ﬁ ;
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A/ STATEMENT OF RICHARD A. SPRAGUE, CHIEF COUNSEL“AND'ee
DIRECTOR

‘c¥7ﬂ¥r. Spague. Mr. Chairman,‘before I commence that;tmay

I bring up two other matters, first, onh which I would like

R 5 toﬁget some direction from the committee.

:‘;6 '.:“x As I understand it, there is going to be another meeéeting
“ffr7 .of'this committee for purposes of presentation'oftthehreport

'ffsi gthat w1ll be submltted to the Congress, this Congress.~3;ei

l#;Chairman Downlng.( That meetlng will be next Frlday, at

f'a m., that is the l7th of December, at a place to be
'deClded. ' l - L

?hﬁr. McKinney.‘ Mr:@Chalrman; could we hamé”if_éﬁiaifﬁg,
1809 o'clock? Would anybody object? s it soing to be a long
‘meetingé | S

©. Mr. Sprague. I would not think so.

E”g,Mr. McKlnney.; I flnd myself in an embarra551ng pos1tlonlé;'z
-belng ranklng member of the Economlc Stablllzatlons Cawunﬁée,

hBlll Moorhead has moved the steel prlce_meetlngs-threeth?;a“

htimes to accommodate the Minority side of thekalsle.5’:hﬁ
ﬂwivchairman Downiné. I certainly have nbvobjé¢£i69_t9wl?'
;lﬁﬁl o clock Anybody else? | o |
| The commlttee w1ll then meet at 15@' o clock vahat:iéhlh"
& sf?;d?y' December 17. |

if;thr; Sprague. What I would like to bring.to the!;ft

zattention>of the committee, if I may, there is‘a‘question;,
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fln my ‘mind, as your chief counsel, with regard to the'bresent
';resolutlon that exists concerning the aut%%lty as the base
for this committee to operate on. There is in.my opinionv
Va grave duestlon of constitutionality, not with regard.tov
dthe ablllty of the Congress to be 1nvest1gat1ng, but w1th d»
regard to the way in which the resolution that presentlyeev
dex1sts is worded. o
§?Eiankly, because of that, I have seen that no subgﬁenayb
Qwas 1ssued that was other than what I call a frlendly
'subgéena, because I did not want to get in the posturewwheredii
:someone was attacklng 1t"and taklng us 1nto/oourt on the;ﬁ.f :
- . R , o
-conStitut;onai/base-that egists.

R - : o ! A S
And what I am seeking guidance on i I would like to ..

vbejable tb/preéent to thechmmittee, at_the‘nextfsessioh;f:h

'}avsort of pr;%%ble to the resolution stating What:izsubﬁitihiv
fuou1d4be the,appropriate basis forvthis iuvesti;ation, so'that
: Elf and when the matter of the constltutlonallty arlses; Qéi{,i

fare properly and fully bottomed. But I would not do that unless

'kglven such dlrectlon by the commlttee.

"Chairman Downing. Well I think-if any questioﬁ.exists*'

“in your mind as to the constltutlonallty of the sectlon of fgt

21 g
1,22 therresolution, ‘certainly youAshould-draft‘a preamble; along’wit
'a.proposed resolutioh, which will, of course;fhaﬁe:to be.fi?;“h

asubmitted in the next session of Congress.

"Mr. Sprague. At the next session I would like ‘to present |
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EHZS

K . Mr.

1

14

'*.rsaid,

Do you have any suggestions?"
T _ I
blush v1olat1vev;;

'today,

23

Qz”f5224' 'had,been when he presented it.

going into that.

378
Whatvi think will be a preamble there which I think‘weuldf
4theh save this resolution, the wording of it, from.subsequent
attack. |

.697.gr. Thone. Does this come down to whether or not‘that

reeolution directs itSelfgﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ &% enough to
a'legislative purpose?

:‘,Mr. Sprague. Legislative and oversight purpeses;pheeause
ilthihk there would be problems the way'it is preeeutlppthv

WOrded.

Gonzalez.

N

: Mr. Chairman, let me'give you a;littlevfu

‘history, because this is something that bothered me'at;f7”

thefﬁery beginning. ’ _ , ‘ A
 The wording that‘finaliy.resulted in this reéolution.i

was very hastlly prepared presented to me by the/ﬁlerk of

;the Rules Commlttee. I ralsed the point 1mmed1ate1y, and he

"This is_whatvI have been ordered to arrange.f'

© _ Well, there was onetsentence that I knew'was at firetd

"So scratch that out."™ And I said;ftad'

"The rest I have my doubts, but my gosh, you want]thié in_\

so you can have something to meet on'tomerrbw.“: And that

llS the way it got submitted.

'dh'Now, I dldn't ask him what the hlstory of the draftlng

But since then,gI3have been

And I for one would be very:grateful ifryou:‘

3206659 Page 7




'the wordlng which kaﬁ$§§'

- perhaps we might wanthtq f

379
would because ‘we maj wish to think of the procedure we
may‘want to follow on in Ja;;aZQ,

'kéyﬂﬂﬁs was a simple House resolution. We may wish
to file another for the sake of having immediate full Heuse
consideration, SO as to not lose too mueh time. Andkih‘that
respeet, T am.trying“toget the picture from the Parliamentarian.

L

So I for one would be very grateful if you:would;fandhwe

could look it over next week.

Chairman Downing. Without‘objection, counsei'is,fff”

-

‘directed to draft a preamble and/or a resolution for preSenta4

tion at the next meeting of the committee.
'-l Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, Cdngressman*Dodd eoﬁld not

beahere today, because he had to go back. te Connecticut;u‘

;He asked me if I would make sure the counsel. g&e&se keep in

refarmed: the ‘Pr/"”
= cisleertriving of looklng 1nto the othe

;assa551natlons. He is not suggestlng we should but he feels

at least»put,.g

|| a protective hold on materials pertaining to other political

 assassinations.

ﬁ:f'Mr. Sprague.>'Mr. Dodd so advised me. And the other s

matter that I would want to brlng to the attentlon of the

committee —- although we are revlew1ng 1t_;: there has been'

A

a letter submitted by the Civil Liberties Union”inAChieage'

W requesting that we look into what they allege is the assassina-

‘tion of two people of the Black Panthers.

NW 66000 Docld:3226(459 Page 8
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,‘Q?tyr. Anderson. Is that the Fred Hampton case?

Mr. Sprague. Yes, it is, sir. We are in the process of
at ieast 1ooking that material over. And if I may at the
next session I will at least prepare a summarization
iwitnre recommendation to the committee.

’-t»Chairmdn Downing.i All right. That wiil be fine. £
iMr. Sprague. The.nekt hQusekeepinq-chore thatiIie
jnst Want to bring to the attention of the'committeenieﬂthis:
'Itihae been suégested that assuming this investigetien?:T;;

|| proceeds, and that there are hearings, that theynarerpngsqcni;'

a histbrical,note that either we arrange for a yideetapingv"

Vof'them,,just the keeping of them as a permanent'feeord,i~'

or make arfangements with the‘news media, whovundoﬁbteq1yi“

- 14| will be televising them, fdr obtaining their recOrds-iaﬁiiJ‘ R

ijjnst tnrow‘that out,‘becausebl.do net knowiwhatiYourﬁie:;f"
;thenghte'are on thet} | | |
| Chairman Downing;l Areeyen talking abontirvideotepinéjf
.efithe entire eession? c o
ert Sprague. Of wnet is our public heatinés;;whete;f
witneeees are presented. - :
"i;’Cheirman bowning; All right.
Mr. Sprague. I.amunot making any reeemnendation;iﬁ;i
Lamejust btinging it to youf attention.
fe_Chairman Downing.:.That»is not a matter Qe_hatextd;tesolne

.right now. All right.
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Qnething further that would or could be done.

:dewntthis same hallway,land placed against the wall[

381

5§Vggr, sErague. Mr. Chairman, with regardAto the inyeStiga—

tion in more detail than we have gone into, I would start with

theernnedy'asSassination.

‘It has come to our attention that in the area of the'

-flndlng of the bullet which allegedly went through Pre51dent

~ -

’Kennedy and through Governor Connally, the follow1ng s1tuatlon

atuleastvhad,ex1sted=

The‘bullet was found on a stretcher in the Parkiand;"'

The sequence of events was that upon the*shooting,.‘

. _the bodles of Pre51dent Kennedy and Governor Connally were»*l

rushed to the Parkland Hospltal " President Kennedy was onjd'

a stretcher wheeled 1nto what is called/ﬁrauma/Room No.}l;}*

: Governor Connally into ‘a room right across from that

Trauma_Room No. 2.

. President Kennedy's condition was such that there was |

However, Governor

‘Cbnﬁally was within a short space of time wheeled out 6fl.
‘?éaUha‘ﬂbom No. 2 down a hallway to an elevator and{upftwd‘.'

fflights to a holding room for subsequent‘eperation.;ir{ifm

Now, the stretcher that President Kennedyﬁhad,beeann:~-
at some point was taken from/frauma/R6om No.'l,‘and:takén:ﬁ,'

really

7juet”before this‘elevator that goes from the basement to - -

fthe:Second floor.




‘ : 2]‘

;Hv@ﬁéﬁﬂélnoékﬁxzagmﬁé}éagéﬁjsfzfﬂﬁ57v?1l‘

‘stretcher was broughtfback to the elevator

fthe ‘wall,

il So you had,

WHZ  thefwall.

s
e

‘"?et“éo"fStretCher, and there were bloody sheets there.

'-3821‘

, '62 An elevator operator, called an engineer, was-giuen'the

assignment of operating that elevator on this particular-day,

That operator took the stretcher of Governor Connally which

I'is said somebody had wheeled back there to the elevator after

i ’ . . - . l L .
Governor Connally had been taken to the second floor -- the '

.';That7operatorﬁ

5said he'then took the elevator'with the stretoher downlto-the:-

:basement floor where Pre51dent Kennedy's stretcher was agalnst

and the operatortSald he took the Connally“stretcher;

- .iWheeled-lt out and placed it next to the,KennedYbétrétChef;hf‘.

as he testified,*the_Kennedy‘stretCher'nextftoh-

outwardly of the Governor Connally»stretoher; That

‘w1tness testlfled before the Warren Comm1551on and’he testl—;
ifled that the bullet. he found which was the bullet that wash:
’ Fat least alleged to be this one bullet g% I thlnk you remem-:
lber the plctures 1n“termS“of the condltlon of that*bulletrzﬁ‘f
7allegedly went through fre51dent Kennedy and Governor éonnally.

fThat bullet thls w1tness sald he‘found on the stretcher that :

was next to the wall whioh would be President Kennédyfsff;fflf>

He so testi-

»fied before the Warren Commission.

Obv1ously if that testimony in fact is true,llt does cre-7

'ate a problem as to how this bullet which allegedly went from f
“Kennedy to Connally ends up on President Kennedy s_stretcher,f»'

... The Warren Commission in their examination of this witness }




o 3?8‘3 |
idrewithe.conclnsion that, yes, he did find'this bUliétj-but
he}was nistakenhas to which stretcher he found it on.u.He.
drewythat conclusion because in the questioning of that_ﬁth,
»néaavthey describevthese stretchers as)gtretcher A,_ﬂtreteher
;B'and‘perhape eouldlétretcheriB have been in a certalnyhoei:
»tlenland the testimony was generally hresented. |

'nessrgetting confused. In any eVent, the witheés endedldpfif

Our reading of it is there is an indication ofvthe'wit-m

saying'he'was not sure on which stretcher it waszOUnd'and:5§j

' ithere;are other~people»Whe said the mass of bloody sheets}fﬁf*

’wer‘éhlh_.oteon_ the Kennedy stretcher against the wallbut on S
;théhéohnally stretéher outwards; so the Warren Céﬁ@isgéon;éﬁﬁ;&:
cldded this bullet had to“be’fbund'on the Connéiiit$£?etéﬁéfaf¥~rl
’.ryii’sayhthis becanse obyieusly the questien aéﬁﬁéfﬁhétilh?

‘huliet}where, whose stretcher could be of-some‘importance.iVL

"' A nurse came forward and told us that she was a student’
nurse'there on that particular day along with anbther perSOn}f

rehelnamed as well, and she relates how. they had been in the

/frauma/éoom No. 1 with President Kennedy and then comlng out o

11n the hallway to go up this elevator upstalrs at a p01nt 'u

Jafter Governor Connally had been wheeled out of.Trauma Room;ﬁ'

'ﬁgThis lady, another young lady who we have:fennd outlwherenl

?she”is‘%T unfortunately this gets into locatinéfwitnessesjlsheff'

‘iéinyer in Africa somewhereA7% neither of these tWo“people‘hadjﬁ

NW 66000- Docld:32264459 Page 12 © -
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ever been questioned by énybody from the day of the evénf:
ﬁntil this young lady came forth to us.
; F%?Her explanation ;$ I did ask her,‘"What.is‘it thaﬁ‘ﬁoti_
1.§ated yéu to come forth to us after 13 Years?" ;} her?résponsé 
;;'and we have talked to her aifectly, I have as wéil( énd .
1f£he;e is nothing kobky ab6ﬁ£;£his person ;r is she frénkly 
Ehéﬁght initially sémé aéénc?-of léw enforcement woulafgét 
ﬁojﬂer at some point becausé”she is'Qn the record as_ﬁérkingv
vthaf déy} therevis nofhing sécret, and in thé cQurseiéff f 
tiﬁé when nobody did she'juét kindkof felt that éﬁi}ﬁf;héﬁjA 
\fshe hédﬁ't said anytﬁing? and that has bothered Hef éV§f éince.

:TIn ény event Whét shé'felates-to us is impoftéﬁﬁjffdﬁ’fi
’two standpoints, in our review of the thor¢ﬁghneéé‘éf ££é;i£—,,
.Ve;tigative effort thét éxiéted préviously;~i£vis ee£téihiy";1;
-I woﬁld say sﬁrprisiﬂgfthat'since the‘iﬁ?oftanéé bf ;ha€“§ﬁé 
{ﬁuiyéﬁ $nd ﬁheré it was‘fduﬁd becomes such an'iésﬁé9£%€iﬁ??.
.wééiaﬁ.issue gveh baq#‘then ;7_there would nof.héQéibe§§ §n.;'
 eff6£t to find out each andbeQery ?ersbn that wés:présént;at",
 £hé‘hospi£al who perhaps saw this and interviéw.£héﬁ fpf i 
f%hate&ér they would say. It does réise sdmé:queétioﬁ in,téfms '
of thoroughness in the fush to get thekpriorpiﬁvésﬁiééti§n i
‘done. e
 }jV& S#e relates:as she éame doWn the hallway¥witﬁ hef Stu4f§  :
’Z‘fdén£ nufse friend to go to the élevator there‘wés'aﬁvthat j 

»ﬁime’ohly'one'stretcher, and that was theiétretcherJnext-toi'"

NW 66000 Docld:3226§459. Page 13« . .




385
jthe‘wall; Whether this means that Governor Connally's strétchér;i
:had not yet been brought back or there was a later period in
time we are in the course of investigating, but she relates
‘that the one stretcher that was there with bloody éhééﬁs‘oﬁ_
:that stretcher was the stretcher against the Wall; éndj;n

_éhat stretcher she doés see<QVéingle bullet. |
i}.‘Z?Obviously if in fact this is the same bullet that she

 has époken'about, if in fact it is the Kennedy stretchéf(3raises
:a quéstion.v This is an,a:ea.wé.are in the prbcésésof £n§e$ti—\
ééting at the moment. | | | “

The second area that af the momentvwé have beeﬁﬁdéihéisqmev
"ldoking into ihvolves éﬂ allegation that concerné Wiﬁefgpping '
;£§ the CIA in Mexico wheré they picked up conversatibﬁé?éf}h;> '
idswald. Suffice it to say ;- here again, I gﬁess §é:hé§é‘ﬁ6g;€
 pu£ it in context ;} the CIA had testified beforeyfhé-ﬁa¥rén}; '
CQmmissioﬁ of no priét cohtact with Oswéld'knOwn‘tOT£ﬁem3bfi6r 
»tQ the‘assassinatidhfuﬁfil-they iﬁen checked<thévreééfés?éf£ef
'iﬁhe assassination and.stétéa that they found»g conversa%iqn‘
;£ha£ bswald had had in Mexico with the Russian Eﬁbaé§y ériof
.£§ the assassination, andtthey dug this‘out_postfassaésinétion;

That has been their position ever since. :Thezééﬁtéﬁtioﬁf 
bﬁéré is that in fact there was more contact bff£hé CIA‘wit£L 
lssWéld than whatrthey_havé disclosed. o |
o A former CIA agent némed Phillips was reébrﬁéd ih tﬁé:}!f

press to have made some statements which if true wére»bbntréry‘f

,mgfﬁga14f




- 386
‘to. what the CIA had publicly said before the Warren Commis-

"sion. We brought that former CIA agent Phillips beforeaan

3 executive session of the Kennedy Subcommittee, and it was.
- 4| chaired by Mr. Preyer, and Mr. Thone, and took Mr;yPhiliips'

5 testlmony under oath.

R TR | P ’ [ L
IR O | B %?The substance of the testlmony by Mr. Phllllps a5 and we -
7' have - the transcript; it is available ;} is as follows,, Thls

'}f3ié, vcould'perhaps be of some importance. Mr. Phllllps sald that

’{vgﬁ prlor to the assa551natlon of President Kennedy the CIA maln-
bbylajo .ftained a surveillance operation in Mexico City'of-the,Cuban_

S and Russian é%bassies. ‘The unit that was responsible:fof;fk

survelllance of knowing what was going on in the Cuban Embassy

//ane/

f5<;>i 1{;Lﬁi3 vwas headed by Mr. PhllllpS, a Mr. Mamwche- was respon31ble for.

) M ne./ :
know1ng what was going on in- the Sov1et Embassy, M@ﬁﬁ&@ be—‘=

1ng a CIA agent.

In addition,vthe CIA*maintained a wiretap‘epe;atlenfand:“’
?they were.w1retapp1ng what calls were coming 1nto the édban
’and aussianlé;ba551es, and they also had bugslln thekCuban
;ﬁmbassy and ! were plcklng up some conversatlons in the}Cuban'Ajn

‘Embassy.

»The'way‘in'which'this operation ran was that the inter-

cept unit, if I can use that word, would monitor these conver-

sations. They would have a recording going on of these conver-.
‘sations‘going into the Cuban and Russian’é%bassies.n”ThereiWOuld

be a personﬁliStening to them as they were being recorded,-

 NW 66000 Docld:322(6459 Page 15.
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that after these conversations were recorded they were then

"taken to either a Spanish or a Russian interpretor who would

then translate these recordings and they would be typed up.

‘%?Upon being typed up, these transcripts would be ‘sent ' to a.
- Win

Mr. W@En Scott, who though not in a technical sense in command
'of that operation in fact was the person whO'was‘running‘the
'CIA operation in Mexico. Mr. Scott wouldvreview”theltraneh

~scr1pt and if it was a w1retap of a call 1nto the Ru551an

//dmz/
Embassy, he would forward that transcript to- Mr.v“~m N

lt were a w1retap going into the Cuban. Embassy,‘he would send :

'that‘to Mr. Phillips. .If it involved both, it would go:from ’

/L/dﬂe-/, ‘
Phllllps to ﬁmmgﬁga or vice versa.:

if The procedure upon the transcript 901ng to PhllllpS at

5the Cuban unit and Manale at the Ru351an was then to adv1seiﬁw~~~
Other~agencies of government,'such as the FBI, State Depart—

ment, concerning that 1nformatlon if it was 51gn1f1cant

'Ia In matters that were more unique, a cablegram would be

ﬁ@ne/

wEE” or Mr. Phllllps, Wthh would be

routed‘back to Mr. Scott, and if he approved 1t that cablegram
“:would then be sent advising CIA Headquarters in Washington as .
~to;that particular intercept, that being'done in.the-more '

unusual situation. ' - S

" He also testified that these transcripts, the recordings

“themselves, normally were destroyed not by just-a‘destruce‘;f:'

A

‘tlon>7r‘nothing'ulterior in that sense - but by a reuse of . - .
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these records after they had been transcribed.
éZ?Invresponse to a question, would there not be a period

of time to hold a recording for the transcript to be reViewed

and'perhaps a decision being made, that there mlght be a need

_to keep that recordlng 1tself Mr{ Phllllps sald yes, but .

what that period of time would be and whether there was any

»formal order, dlrectlve, he_Was not prepared to say I sug—

fgeSted to him, "What if we plcked up a conversatlon 1n whlch ’

someone was calllng and threatenlng to,say, assa551nate a“

congressman, would there not be a decision somewhere;to7hold

that tape, you might 'want to use that for evidence, maybefte ‘
identify a voice or something?"
He said, "Yes, we would."

'“What was the crlterla that you would use 1f you heard

that an Amerlcan was trying to get out of the country’ Would

that be a matter to keep9"r,

He ‘was not prepared.to say;f
' In any event, what Mr. Phllllps said happened spec1f1cally

1n regard to Oswald was there was an 1ntercept of a conversa—7t

SN

‘tlon by Oswald to the Russian Embassy, and Oswald was in fact :

cal;ing from the Cuban Embassy.v Mr. Phllllps sald that to thet’“‘

,best ofzhis reéollection_—L and there is no,doubt_as,to:the”“

A , o

VfirStgpart of this > one part of that conversation was'Oswald;
"advising the Russians that he wanted to get out of -this coun-:

try,'that he wanted to get to Cuba, and then~to,Russia:'




H‘“

18

vtranscript came to him first ahd then went on to Mr._v a&e -

389
.§a~Mr. Phillips stated what I would consider in an unsatis;
factory:fashion,‘a’rambling fashion, that it was hisvfeeling
from the way in which the words appeared in the transcript
that-Oswald}nas indicating that the Russians perhaps ought_to

be talking to him and that they perhaps ought to'give him some

-aid in getting out of the country. I say to you I feel‘that

Mr. Phillips said it without any degree from my standp01nt of
authority but that thlS ‘was an attempt to get out of the coun—
try is clear.

Mr. PhllllpS states that as a result of that.é% and that
Mine] .
,;44

’there were two things that he noted, that in this_transcript it

referred to the fact that Oswald was speaking»poor'Russian

and there were notations typed on here of the poorfquaiitysof=

‘the Russian that was being spoken, typed on the transcript,

and some other comments.

" As a result, Phillips testified that a cablegram was pre—

| Honel, o Hanels
pared by Mr. Mana&@a 51gned by Mr.;v-~ T3,

mthmdtoMLw'

Phllllps and 51gned by Mr. Phillips, to then be’giVendto_Mr.L

\Scott to be sent to CIA Headquarters in Washington because

thls 1nformation put it in a more unusual category

That cablegram states Mr._Philllps spec1fically stated

,that they had picked up this 1nformation that Oswald was trying

'to get out of the country, seeking a visa to go to Cuba and

then on to Russia; That becomes of some significance,because”!h”

NW-66000. Docld: 322616459 Page 18~
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the cablegram that in fact was sent by the Mexican station'

to Washington omits that and the cablegram that in faqt;was‘

sent from the Mexican station to Washington merely statesnthat

Oswald was contacting the Soviet Embassy and was inquiringr-

' whether they had received a response to a telegramAthat he-

had‘sent,’whether the'intercepted messages of Oswald.caliing'
the Sov1et Embassy was his 1nqu1ry about a telegram, but that

1s in addltlon to the transcrlpt to which I have made refer—'

-ence ..

gy We have asked Mr. - Phllllps, "Are you pos1t1ve that the
cablegram that you prepared was alertlng Washlngton that thls
shppesed Amerlcan was trylng‘to get out of the country;“~he.
said,'ers;“ He is'absdlutely sure as tp.that;,' |

.;‘"50 you.have,any explanation for the cablegram that;maij
ihhfact sent?" | | 8 |

. His response was that it seems to him it wouldfbe”aets*'

'h'df,negligenee by a number of people or.a deliberateudecisiond

'by‘a person not to have that infdrmation conveYed,‘Af"
The second aspect of Mr. PhllllpS' testimonyhthat'is of‘

some s1gn i/cance -~ ‘these are areas that were 1nvestlgated brlng-

,1ng up to date this is what we are d01ng iT in- thlS same cable-f

f

gram that Mr. Phillips sald was prepared was a descrlptlon of

ah~American seen'going<into'the Russian Embassy»on_the date_“

'of this intercept. This description'jr we thought the liter- -

ature has caused numerous problems because it is cornceded by. -
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I everybody that the photograph that the CIA used intthe~descrip¥

tion is of a person who is not Oswald. The CIA has since said
R (j‘o?ve_ )
they made a mistake. The person who pﬂt the descrlptlon thought
this was Oswald.  What is important here, however, 1is that the

| L . . o L
CIA records o even this transcript, Mr. Phillips' testimony E

is that the’person was not in any way related to Oswald gding

into the Russian Embassy that day but he was in the Cuban

Embassyyand the question has arisen if they are‘senaihgvafy

description of the person that day who made that cally-Whym"

did they give a description which in fact turns dutfnbt‘te‘be~

an accurate description of ‘somebody who is entering the;ﬁftﬁi

Soviet Embassy when their'information is he is'entefing'the'f

'7ff3 kCuban Embassy in Wthh they had a surveillance operatlon;gif_v

QW I did ask Mr. Phllllps, "Well did you make any attempt

,to ask your people who made the surveillance on the Cuban

Embassy at that tlme? What plctures did they take of people L

‘goihg into the Cuban Embassy?m What were your survelllance re—7

éofts?"
. .vAnd he said, "No, wevdid not."
-"Why not?"
“Hemhad ho‘resPonse..
MQt;The sequel to that, of course, is apparentlyfaftef;the_‘JQ'

assassination when the CIA was asked to furnish what-ﬁhotoélyffg

‘gfaphs they had of Americans entering the'Cuban_Embassy'onh

that day, the response was that their equipment'did‘not_werksi

age20
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on that day and they have no such photographs.

gaiBut we did get back to the fact that under Phillips'
testimony'You have a cablegram conveying information of an

American trying to get out of the country. When asked-byius

i%hether}the FBI or other authorities were notiﬁied,ééito that
 in£ormatioh, he did not(know. In facf, it éppears'théﬁ ﬁheyA
i&é£é ﬁo£ ﬁotifiéd...The ianrmation that appéaré iﬁvtﬁéi¢abie—
‘ §rém(£Q'Washington, i.e.,‘tha£”OSQald was mefely-askingiaggut a
sﬁéleéfam, that is the ékténflof the informétionEthééfgééfééh;

| veyed to the other agencies. -

. When the CIA responded from Washingtbn’théy*bft¢our5efjﬁf

ai?rfed‘Me#ico that OSwald.had prior,defecﬁea,ﬁo;Rﬁssi;ﬂgnafﬁ5
}had»married a Rﬁssian wifé;1 Ahd'I ésked Mf;réhilliésiupoﬁi 'J
féétting thét response, "Kﬁowinglthis is‘aﬁ Amé%iéé#?ﬁ%yiﬁ§; E>y:
;;6%gét:§ut of the couht;Y QOing to Cuba, wﬁ#gﬁviﬁ Q§$ié yi;é:’
 1$£i6nﬁof the law for Améridans'ﬁo do at fﬁé£ timé;k;£é£$ff;}

Wopld_you do?"

ﬁ’Hefsaid,'“We would commeﬁcé a surVeilléncéyéf;déwala;vZQ;[
I said, GDid you?" :
‘Ti His respénsebwas, "Noj; Wé didn't."
© “Well, why not?"

. "Because we got word that Oswald had left Mexico and he

Wasfback in the United States."

If this was of sufficient importance,'tyingfiﬁ’this;manﬁ ‘

trying to get out of the country, who is a prior defector, that 1
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yvou would have commenced a

eral Government.

_tola about this part of the intercept.

;1as Mr. Phillips, publicly.

Fof,it Was in Russian..
" didn't have to translate because it was in English a

I is the reason my wife took it and typed it, andpwe did-

393

surveillance while he was stillvin

Mexico, what did you do to alert other agencies of the Fed-

Y ' . '
Whegever he was back in the United States
they should now commence a surveillance.
Cinr. Phillips said he did not.

”:"Why not?"
- "Because we assumed the other agencies of government

';would do whatever was appropriate for them to do," but hét_

conceded'that'was only . an assumption;they wereftold,thisfﬁlh

‘Amerlcan was trylng to- get out of the country and we have

gotten access to those’ documents of notlflcatlon to the FBI,,'

the Department of State,'and Immigration."None of'themywere,.‘

A

t;’What makes the area more complex at the moment,'afterf;;;;

~interviewing Mr. Phillips we dispatched two of our staff to’

‘Mexico to contact the person who was the transcriber,ftheyﬂf“

interpreter of the wiretap, and the person who typedhit,7WhoTL
in fact is the wife of that translator.

We have interviewed them and they are both aﬁailable_éE'VV

_SOme'point to come before this committee and teStify, as well

They have stated. that, yes, they
remember the conversation and they took it down, but no part

In fact, the translatorvsayszv%r“h

'H?@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ§3ﬁetﬁhiZHﬁM&Q?E@QéQgs;n CREE
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type any nofes this thing that the man spoke iﬁ'poéf ﬁus—
:siaﬁ or any suGE?;hing.@  | | |
9? There definitely was a part of the transcript thaﬁ?the'
wife remembers vividly which ihcluded Oswald statingithat he
wanted,financial assistance from the Ruésians to”gét;outlof
'thié cbunfry. .

k  We’have obtained>the typewriter that this iadybsays‘per—
héijshe-usedbinvthe typingvhere'of the transcripﬁi”'Wé_went
vto'get the documents éﬁd submit them to these’béé?lé;“;uff;uT
éeéple; for them to 1bok at('detérmine whéthér'thééejégé?ghef,'
:tréﬁ5cripfs; aré these'different transcripﬁs.”bW?nQanéiég; Aﬁ
find Qu£ what were the original cablegramsvthatvekigféé%aﬁdiit 
 »‘fihd out Why the chanée,
I migh£ say ﬁhis in éddition. ‘This areé is;épééféﬁéiy’;ff;-“
;génsitive”enough to the CIAvthat although‘i have;n6£ §e£nbééh i{rk
.éléa?éd; none of oﬁr staff in:the securitybcléé§£££E§£ibng;[;,_
-théHCiA céhtactedbmg aﬁd on an ad hoc basis graﬁ£¢d'én:iﬁﬁédi—‘
iaté'élearance to have mé iodk‘at.what'they submitted‘wefé?»
fhe transcripts of thése converSafions"in théir_féégftstcbﬁvi'
éerhiﬁé'the Mexican operation. | . | |

,:i‘I must‘say that‘what'éppears in their ffénsé?ip£s i$ 3
atﬂ%arigﬁce with wﬁat Mr. Phillips has said aﬁd Qhat’théT; 
tréﬁslator énd typistfin México have said-invfﬁéi; £f$ﬁ§¢¥i?£s;;
xThéfé‘aré‘markings aboﬁfbthelperson'speaking i£ Rué$ianj ;‘

' regular writings in there of this being from a Russian”ttans~:_% 
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i;ation, which of course would be at variance with-What ie
fthere;
:"%?vWe are investigating this matter. That brings jou’up to,
;date-as to this particular area. .‘
Passing on for a moment,rwedin the Martin Luther;Kingi
3ease have.been:in‘touch with a lawyer, a person who was;for-
:nerlyfhead of the Department of'Correctionsuin Tenneesee,nhoﬂ
1has advised us of personal conversations he has hadmwith1f~f
‘James Earl Ray where in one of those conversationeiRajitoldai‘
.himvthat when Ray was oVer‘in Portugal, Ray,-pursnantﬁtoaAf;:
frangements, contacted eomebody to get his‘furtner rnetrnotionsﬁ-

as to what to do, and pursuant to those instructione;hefwas;v

'ﬁ.¢5direoted to go on to Belgium to where he wasdheaded?when:hei?

"NW'66D00 Dbcld:32245459. Page 24,

|l was arrested.

"dnAgain, these are areas that we are working,in.zet;?{rﬁ"
Thevother‘area in Dr;‘King’s case.atkthe.moment;zitjdoee;.

t;ppear'that adoolice officer who had been aSsigned:fordsecurf,r
1ty for Dr. Kingbér had been requested as.a matter‘of:faetfd’;
gby Dr. Klng s staff to supply securlty in Memphls ;} named :
xd  Reddr§§» was called off the detail just about Eg% hours prlor'f
1to‘the assa551natron of Dr. Klng.f The stories that we are
ﬁontadning'from the varioue individuals who appearkto eponeor the
;oailing‘off are contradictory stories, one story belng that |
}tnerelis information of a plot to kill Reddrf& and therefore -

tnere'is.a need to get him out for his own securltj and take B




3§6f',
,;himyauay.' But the source of that plot, because‘j% ohe:of.the"
*thlngs we are trylngbto do is pln down these people 1f there is
l'a plot to klll Redd1@§; who is the source of that 1nformatlon
oand,see how bona fide this was, or was thlS merely an;attempt
.!tovget the officer away who mightvhave been inha:position’to
iobserve and stop something. -

S;\As i say, the storles we are gettlng’are confiictlno at '

the moment and we are 1nvestlgat1ng back to flnd out 1n as

much detail as we can to\then present them in a hearlng bef?f7

fore this committee.

I would say in the main that represents-thefiimitedz?;if.

amount of investigatiVe»work that we are in the‘processbofjf%”

'd01ng.
% Chalrman Downlngb You did examine the gullty plea of Ray.u

Have you told the . commlttee about that°

"Mrd Sprague. I belleve I did, Mr. Chairman;ﬁattthefeatl—fh

ier presentation.

”ff Chairman Downlng, Mr. Gonzalez.

J”EeiMr. Gonzalez. The CIA had survelllance on both;@gbas-5i-b

iéiés ahd presumably they would have’two sets of" conversatlohs'ﬁ5
VA}because he called both dldn t he’ Did Philllps know, ob‘has;fe
thlS been brought out, about the eélstencefof;two'or only thebv
_ohe that he-mlght have‘knownvabout? B " :

: Mr.»Sprague.:_Mr. Chairman and Mr. GonzaierhMr;léhiiiipg o

7kheW_offbothtand-as.a.matter of fact that isfonehof‘theﬁquest
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"error of that nature,

Lthlngs we want to do is get hold of Namads and

_into the Cuban,

S Mr.

397

tions that has arisen here, ought there not be two tran-

|| scripts since there were two wiretaps if the call is from

the Cuban to the Russian Embassy.

§?gr. ?chzalez- vApparently‘they also had some type»of sur-
veillanCe'that was taken, photographs of the people enter- -
ing and leaving,

and I would assume they matched. ’Here is

theimonitor, and he has‘the'machine going. .I:guess he'wculd
be in‘contact with whceverlwasbalsc handling thé phctoétaking
eohthey would pfobably‘;%§What would be the chanCee for ah.

‘ ‘becatee Ivknow that the-Warren Ccmmise"

sion had been given instrpctions they were to be picked from .

faniindividualtto be Oswald and obviously it wasn't Oswald.

' There it would seem to me the questionvwould be,hoWTeasyv

.Would it be to make that kind of mistake?:

Chairman and Mr.‘Gonzalez,vone of the

A@ne/ ﬁ%ne/sifkf

"tMr. Sprague. Mr.

because they are the ones that gave this descrlptlon from o

the obvious,» incorrect plcture.~ When I say obv1cus‘incor;f
rect plcture, you understand it is a plcture of ecmeche:ehter-;
tng.the Soviet Embassy when the 1nformat10n‘was‘Oswaidtwent

so that makes no sense; o |
Gonéalez._

"h,;*Mr. Phillips doesn't know who Wasfoperatingffh

fthehphotograph operation?' o f‘nftlcﬁf;*fjf

Sprague. As farfas I recall, he does mot. .

. Mr. Gonzalez. Is there any way that could betascertaihed?;
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if.gygr; SErague. Yes. We are seeking'to identify each énd
;éﬁery‘individual. I may say in another area that slippedémy
Amind, in dealing with the translator and the typiét in Mex~
ico(‘éontrary ﬁo again what the CIA has indicéted'at-leaét to
'fhé Warren Commission, not any real knowledgevheré,.nothiﬁg
£hét'alerted them, the typist éﬁd the translator in MéXiéo ;7
-'f;éknowlédged when they picked up the first iﬁferéepf tﬁ%t;;

their CIA contact whom they named to us was alarmed abQutfthis

{sgfficienfly to say to them this is very important:irThéf
fﬂ§ﬁéﬁtky§u pick up another intercept we have.t6 kthi;$§ﬁ£ h}f{i
-it;.expressing grave conéern about this>mat£ér.>. o
‘ er. Gonzalez. vFQr years it has been kndwn:féfkihstance

‘vthatvthe Russians in Mexico have had four orlfiQé'£iﬁés:£héﬁ,ff
J;umber of personnel in‘their embassy than, say,A£ﬁé‘Aﬁgf£;éhhff“
%nd.tﬁé British combined. Dorthe CIia officials~kﬁ9ﬁvo£‘§ﬁ§L  ?£,
yiiﬁd df cQunterinteiligence where they might bé’takiﬁgfpiétufes
§£.oﬁ£ people taking pictures of theirs? 'Becausé there has;;;;i
#één ﬁo doubt that for years they have had a &aSﬁ?ér@y §fv;;i%;f
Aééysonngl} way beyond what the ﬁicture is of'commér§iél*ana; %
6#hér interchénge between.‘vavioﬁsly there‘has bééﬁiiﬁfeiii;;i 
igénéé;heré’but'the figure ié aétounding, foréuf §i§éjtimés:Tk 
“Vﬁéfe; So it would seem perhapékour intelligeﬁcé éff¢r£s;éégldP
hé?e been outdone in the case ofvthe Russians. L EI '

~ Would there be any possibility of some tféhéébsinéi#ﬂéré

|{ of information?
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'andvthe>translator,

practice on this point.

Yqu.said.you wanted to talk to Mr. and Mrs. M&Rahe;

documents,
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C%Zyr. Spraque. I just could not say..
'aer. McKinney. The typists you talk about, were these

I Mexican or American citizens,CIA agents or just people?

What is their background?

Mr. Sprague. The background: The typist is-a Mexican

if I recall, is a former Russian.

Mr. McKinney. In other words, is it the CIA practice to

‘hire people like that from a foreign country,and netﬁuse>their

own service?

er;‘Sprague. I do not feel qualified~te speak'onﬁtheV"
I am adv1sed that the head of the

Mbn&/ vvvvvvvv

area deallng with the Russian Embassy Mr. Maa@le was formerly’Qi,nf

from Russia as well.

That was going to be my next’qnestioh;f“

© Mr. McKinney.
' Hanel -

P

correct?

Where are they?
w‘:Mr. Sprague. We do-not yet know.
hMr, McKinney. The CIA does not’know?v
Mr. Sprague. - I have not‘pressed this inqﬁiry,hithithem.
”;er;.McKinney. Is this ene of the areasvyeu do;{t“reaily'”

want to press unless there is a better resolut10n7 There

"jcould be a fringe area?

 Mr. Sprague. I guess what I want to do,isxge.9Ver'theirf;

"documents in more detail because if theyfhave'eiiminated”anyi,;s

if there are materials in therevthathare contraéf.h'
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dicted by what has been established by witnesses, I wantlto3
'see what is there without going into the substancevof'theh

area of inquiry;

'713%7Mr McKlnney Did the Warren Commission‘haveVany khowledge

of what Oswald's financial condition was? I ‘have never'seen

people travel around that had less financial resources 1n my

flrfe{, They make me envious. rv“ﬂﬁﬂ~ﬁleMm§£ Herewls thls man
oih;Mexioo. You just don t go to Mexico casually; wahderhacross
thé_bbfdér; and how did heyget there? | |
‘:}hfyMr.‘Sprague. infthisiarea I ouly khou WhaﬁhI was!ad—l

vised in the Warren Commission report. I do not feel Iyamisb

_expert in it. They do say they went into his‘finanoesfg They™

‘have stated the evidence indicates he took a bus‘to?MeXico}ﬂf~'

| : - T PR T
‘It may be of some interest 7 again I am told i that when . -

;Qe?get"to what was it that Oswald said when he was‘beiugt
;1hterrogated one of the>areas he made statemenrs‘éro%hbiyﬂwi
’“'eunrrue is his being in Mex1oo, raises some questlon as to hlsi:-
ereliug of a need to cover’upkhaving eveu beeu.doﬁnithefe_y_:f
";>Anothervarea that arises in these transcfipts;égfaimafﬁ
terlofbfaot}is in one of the-conversatiohs byldsuaia”ﬁirh'fhe['
‘Russlah Embassy they asked Oswald ”"Where canh&eygeékihfﬁguch:
’w1th you?" .
”ff;And”Oswald response is'ihieffect} "I donfthkﬁé?{:thé;;;,ﬁ =
icubahs‘have my address, the Cubah EmbaSSy hasliﬁk"hewhich:e{;"“

F

raises:somefqueStions_why'they would have it andvhe*juSt‘éiﬁn*tf
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‘kind of staff to do an adequate job here. o

tion aboutaam@ﬁy who

T do not know.
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|l remember or what. We are really at the threshold.  One of.

our problems is we can only go in to pinpoint some areas and

even in doing this it really reemphasizes my point aS’Eo the

e

’j;7 Mr. McKinney. As far as you can tell from what Phillips

‘'said, the CIA made no effort to inform anyone, inCludihgithe_
Immigration Service or the guards at the Mexican borderfﬁhat*

Oswald had left?

:er. Sprague. That is from what we have to»this poiht”f’”

apparently clear. They madevnd‘attempt to notify ahyénemhé;

was out of Mexico and they made no attempt to notify thatf‘f

this person was seeking to get out of the coﬁﬁﬁfyuéndrgo;ﬁo!f’

Cuba and Russia.

" Mr. McKinney. So they just sort of took down 1nforma—? o

Somgone hqrr:ed :
oedechelg off to Russia,vhadva~Rus-

sian w1fe and Sald he is going eudzmaf Mexico so we won't worry

-~ about it?

 Mr. Sprague. If they sent a cablegram in'some'way_at'"

‘least'alerting Washington this person was tryihg4tongétjoﬁtf
_oﬁfthe country and changed it to omit that specifiéfinformaé

tipn,'whether that was done on anybody's orders or~not,3;; ‘

. Mr. McKinney. Is anyone still alive?

‘Mr. Sprague. Scott is dead. I wouldn't say evérybody,'

- Mr. McKinney. In the context.




~

jv;'-gaguu Sprague. I am advised that
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» and his‘wifé”are
'élive, the typist and translator of course are. There is a
}Whole raft of people. We have to find outvthe pedéle in that
niﬁtercépt unit and hear what it is they say occuffed.v
,; ;Theré is a question.in my mind even on the deétiﬁétion
be ﬁhe tape. Fof example, if this situation wéSunusﬁél R
éﬁngh to warrant a cablegram being sent to CiA’ﬁéa&éﬁéfters
:in_Washingtdn, would ﬁot there aﬁ.least be alﬁhOﬁéhﬁﬁtéhﬁéinf
 téin that tape untii'you‘getia response frbm_WaéhinéﬁQﬁé;i&
These are areas ofxiﬁéuiry._ :

Mr. McKinney. One last question. I wondered sesmes

Whaﬁ your timetable was.
,,_  Mr.vSprague.v I do not mean to-bevfaceti°u$ iﬁ fé%pOnse;  »
i £hink it would be wrong to have Ray feél aé%%éeiéﬁhisf56: ‘ 
”hent that he is in the driver's seat and everbeqy is g9iﬁ§ j  -
‘té;cémé scrouﬁéing'and;begging;to him. Yoﬁ knéw‘iﬁiﬁﬁéi} :§  ””
fYaﬁlonski case they were trying‘to get_me‘tb quésfiénﬂfdh§fff’2
nﬁéyle right off thé bat, if I came to him, "Wﬁaﬁ maké§ §6; 2ff“
ithinkVI am going to tell you éverything?"’ ‘ -
. 5":Therevis>akpsy¢hologica1 timing to get to stebhé;i In ;QaQ
'ﬁy viewv£here are -a couple of things that are impor£éﬂt1§ef9re
wéi§é£ tb.Ray. I want to be in a much stronger{pééitioﬁfiﬁgk
ﬁerms of'khowledge of activitiés.in terms offtﬁéTWh6i;PQueéF:‘;'
\ﬁiOQ of éliaSes; theAphoné calls. | | | |

o e S o Rt S L A
.7 . Second®y, I am interested in finding out just little tid- |
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bits from anybody who may have been'contacted,'like thisa

person from the corrections department that we have referred

“to.

~ff§? Finally; and in all good course, Ray has been in,eo:res~
'pendenee with us. 'He‘has written and we haye}respondeq;fkRay‘
Zi;iteétesented at the moment by.a lawyer named Jaﬁeesgeear. .
”'fﬁé¥Wae repreeented by an_attorneyvnamed Feneterwaidyiyﬁeiwe
»didlfiﬁd. .The'appellate courts in'Tennessee‘hayeéetdeﬁédLb
vLeSar to remain in the caee, which he is doihg;teﬁayfaiéeihae'
fan~inveStigator, one of the cfitics of the Warteaaceﬁﬁieeibh.”'
named Weisberg, and there is some sort of ptebleﬁvexietihéuj
4;_aot only between them and us but between Ray and these people.t
xFrankly, one of the things from the. psychologlcal standp01nt |
'Iwam:hoplng that at some-p01nt Ray kind of,doeS-not cont;ﬁuef
:te haye these people represeﬁtiag‘him and may.Waat7tefBeline a‘

itiating some contacts on his part.

It is a long way to answer, but I can not be'preﬁéréd'”‘”

.at'thiskpoint to answer except that a lot more’groandwbrka}a

has to ‘be laid before we get to that stage.y

: g.we:f
‘Mr. McKinney. There is no way at all we can ever _

obtain o /’f"o :
es abmany information about what Ray told hlS

Mg s 5\!1?.2 L ‘
¢ xmmabecause that 1s pr1v1leged E

| Mr. Sprague. I am»glad you ‘asked that because I‘apolegiée}

’that is another area we should take up. One of»theithinge we

| are doing is attempting to get what it is that Ray has told

37656 Pages
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eachbof them at the moment.

carrot at the same time,

prior counsel,

and'onefgeneral question.
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|| each of his attorneys as well as what information was conveyed,

~
As a matter of fact, there are subpgenas on(
However, trying to hand out a

I have been talklng with Mr. Ray s

,present lawyer, Mr. Lesar, with regard to obtainingffromuRay,

‘a waiver of attorney~-client relationship as to all of hief;'

and if I cau‘get that, I would rather proceed’

 in‘tHat vein.

ﬁfﬁ%?mhé probabilities-ate;we‘can still‘getvit”becauSetRayﬂ .
finvhis'uarious legai ptoceediugs has attackeathisubriot}couu— ?
‘sel:and that ﬁas probatly achieuedva waiver"of attorhey;?
.cllent pr1v11ege, but I would rather not get‘to that steo 1f o
-I could proceed in the flrst way of. gettlng thls'walvef of ”

o 'attorney-client relationship.

McKlnney I apologize for taking so 10ng-‘ft525;f

. '

u“o“Chalrman Downlng Mr. Preyer.
t'Mr,_Preyer. I just_have two brief factual questionsiif

You mentioned the_CIAitrahscripts,.

documents which you have had a chance to see recently, and -

uyou'say‘they differ from those of the translator and from -

recollection.

Do those documents 1nd1cate that Oswald was seeklng to

'get out of the country?

' Mr. Sprague. Those documents, even their own documents =

that are there, indicate that Oswald was attempting to get.a
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"Visa to go to Cuba and Russia. The part of those documents

~that I say has that in part is a Soviet call with Oswald

speaking to the Russian Embassy, and it could be a little

‘unclear from the transcript as to who is making the state-
‘ment but it is clear it is referring to Oswaldhbeing»the:one

ftd'gobout of the country.

%QMI-,E£§295. On the bullet, the two stretchers, was -

]the’Warren Commission clear that of the two stretcherS?against
‘d ' the wall in the basement, one was Kennedy s stretcher and one
zWas Governor Connally's?; I had a recollection - that the

President had remainedron the stretcher durlng the;ehtlre,tlme

and I didn't recall that was clear in the report}i{Isiit ¢lear

. of the two stretchers one was Kennedy's and one was Connal- . . .

“f;Mr. Sprague. I have been advised of that. I'haﬁe been‘dh

' “tOId by a member of the staff who has read that but‘I“wili"ﬂk

, check that.

Mr. Preyer I was just wonderlng generally how much of

:any of this you thought might go into the report whlch I

Hé /2

"_. The mentlon of siw—and—a—hals m11110n~éeLLass has made me

feel,we should try to put as much strong med1c1ne ;n that_re-d

nort‘as possible.

- I wonder how much'You think of what‘you‘havevtoldlusrhayiﬂl””

-be addressed to the point where we wouldn't be_cbmpremising -
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'any future leads to put it in the report?

A/Mr Sgrague. I recognize what you say. The trouble is

hat each of these matters merits and calls for 1ntenSivetin—

;vestigation and I feel that disclosure would be premature-at

‘thisﬁpoint.

It would be'very‘difficult when we have yet to be_comparf

‘Ling typing with documents, when the questloner is speaking to
a»”&/ : L . .

to have thlS kind of 1nformation out.

31Mr Preyer So you probably wouldn't be able to- complete»

:that in one line of thlS 1nqu1ry by January?aggﬁ

: Mr. Sprague. I Will try to wrack my brain to see 1f there

can_beﬂsome allusion without*disclosure, buth amzafraid1sf*]__

that the allusion that doesn't disclose doesn't‘achieﬁe whatt;'

’

you. say.

li{fv Mr. Preyer. I can see the witnesses like»the?-ﬂm4~~5

‘and so forth might take.some time to track down and"tyou"-:‘:,"f’"f."~j

|| wouldn't want to go into that until you have them. .

© Mr. Sprague. I also have the additional problem;ﬁllj;_

»would llke to show these transcripts to thlS typist and to,

the translator as well. There are notations there and I

_'would like them to see”those notations and see‘ifethey“sayff‘

~ Mr. Preyer. Thank you.
e Chairman Downing Mr. Anderson.

i. Mr. Anderson. I couldn't be present at the hearing that?sé
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fﬁas.held I guess a week»ago Friday of Saturday.becauserI wes 
Qoﬁt of the country when Mr. Phillips came in, so T amtnot aware
of how his testimony de&eloped. Did he .come in Volunterily
ibefore the committee? “
gybh: Sgrague. As a result ef a story that apnearednin
ﬁThe Washlngton Post we 1mmed1ately 1nterv1ewed Phllllés;iti_t
EthOUght this was merelytinvolving what was reported:inttheiie 
1 §aper as to what someene-was orally statlng and I tnon§nt Qe‘nt
iought to get from h1m dlrectly what it is he ‘has to say.;5 {
fWhat in fact he told us was not qulte as 1t'appeared 1n.the'd
%paper. ‘Then.we thought we’ought to get what he‘saidiunderQ;j
“:'Qpaéﬁ as‘ptomptly as possibie,  o o
‘M .t;Mf.vAnderson. He seenedvto be totally eoonetetiﬁe??f:n't‘
Mr. Sprague. Hetabpeered‘td be,:althongh I muetzse;:that
I‘feund there was a selectlve ablllty to recall and not- recall
1anring the questioning ptoeess., I had Some.quéStiénSatvsome'-'
.peintstas to how forthright he wee being with-us;‘ >. |
| Mt. Anderson. I em net faﬁiliar with what tne1etatnteev‘”
ere;” Are there any prehibitionson fotmer CiAéeopie aelt6 
‘Qhat thef can or can not disclose toisomeonetiikefyonteeif-ﬁ}“t

‘ tdf_a.COmmittee ovaongress‘with respect to the activities of .

'the agency'for which they once worked?

Mr. Sprague.. I am not in a p051t10n to glve you a {_[,f
’definitive answer. My belief at the moment is the only pro—*f.f

,hibition is what they are obllgated to pursuant tora:contract -




'u_wfﬁam;c‘x@aafémégasg}a'gg;z; 2

ca08 |

3they Signed with the CIA. I am advised 'that the CIA ad&iséd.’ﬁ
Mr., Phillips prior to his responding to our subgéena under-
foath that he was,technically bound by that contract. Mr.

MPhllllpS chose to appear and testlfy anyway.f-Mr. Thoneawas

‘ifvery concerned about the CIA telllng him that he:wasrtechnically

fhound'by contract. -

%?ﬂr. Gonzalez. vMay T interrupt?
'h.In the Marchetti case where you actually had a hearing,”
‘thefcourt upheld the CIA}contract,

° Mr. Sprague. That is my understanding. -

CMr. Anderson. Just one final question. - You'have"actually

seen or someone on the staff has actually seen’the transcrlpt
iof Qhat the statlon chlefs got and did send back to CIA/H@ad—,’
bqnarters in Washlngton w1th reference to thlS w1retap onntheﬂy’
;Osnald conversation between'the Cuban and Sov1et Embassy,'the
.transcrlpt that differs from the recollectlon of'the tran—m:;‘;
'scriber and the»interpreter’ -You have seen that phy51cali§5hfh“:
3 ‘Mr. Sprague. The way you sald 1t Mr. Anderson is notﬁ?ﬁ
qnite accurate. What Mr. Scott sent to Washlnoton—was&a

L 2
cablegram 77

’J’Q,Mr; Anderson. It contained.no’reference?.;
»,Mr. Spradue; vRight;, He did not at any tine send ahuh;
_transcriptvof the conversation; There are two;areaslijone ié‘ép
T'the transcrlpt and the other is the cablegram; oI:ha;etseen:aflff

copy of the cablegram that they say was sent by Lhe Mex1can
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station to CIA Headquarters in.Washington and I have seen
nhat they say are the‘transcripts of the'taped convetsaticn
vthat was picked up.

97Mr Anderson. And they are as dlfferent as you have

-

'descrlbed them?
i!lkMr. Spraggue;‘Yes, they are.

“Mr; Anderson. VBothdof}those documents were‘turnedchet".
:tdh;nu by CIA? | |
“thfFMr;,Sprague. They Qete furnished to me to i&ék‘ég:}di -
nftankiyvdid not want tc,at‘that time not havinghavsecutitizy
iciearance, have them remain_in’my possessicn becansedIﬁdidT
not want to take the chance of somethlng happenlng and-the
~staff or me being accused of any leak or loss of the dccunents,
80 I looked at them and had them taken back. |

R Mr. Anderson. Thank you.

’er. Gonzalez.d One further matter.' in'the GOﬁiéiéétbésel'
thédquestion was with.respect to the publicaticn‘cf;aﬁhcckii:h
and this is a congressicnal snbééena; so we havefanninteresttf
}ing situation there in case thete were pressing:pcints:nf;;fhi
hf*?ﬁ Mr; 'prague.’ I want to say to get to that p01nt jsec;;..ﬁ
"tcndﬁy, that Marchettl case is a different context., That had .
ftOfdo with their en301n1ng hlm.from the publlcatlcn of a'book.
{Thevarea thatbmlght apply here might have to do w1th executlve
,crders,;but the Pre51dent of the United States, ttxturnstoutwv

that the executive order in terms of classification and dis-
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oloearevthat the CIA operates under was the,executiVe order
fieeue, there is a question as to that limitation,:and I

o : . e
frahklyﬁwould think that the power of subggena andvinveetie
éatioh hy this committee overrules that. |
hﬁﬁi?ghairman Downing. Mr. Stokes.

F7aiiMr.kStokes. HThank,you, Mr. Chairman;
vh{ fhls mornlng durlng the presentatlon, Mr. Sprague,”youi:>"

w’):ch T
mentloned to us a rather volumlnous file mk you have wﬁ%@h

,refresenf}uey : e
‘rep@eeeﬂﬁs an 1nventory of the Memphls Pollce Department rec—.
5 ords from wh1ch you w1ll ascertaln what records you ultlmately
Would-like to have inryour‘posse551on.
_'%’; Wlth reference to- that Memphls’ﬁollce record flle, doesv
it | Zhe |
3 thﬁ& relate to just Gﬁms day of the assa551natlon and subse—~~‘
quent 1nvest1gatlon or does 1t cover a perlod of survelllanoe
ofeKing prior to the assassination? What period of tiﬁeiare:'“
wehtalking about thieme in terms of that file in your possee;i}:
,eion? f
"¥fﬁ<err. Sprague. There are indications here in_theiihdexihgk

of parts of the files that go into surveillance operationSji”

and Dr. King prior to the assassination as well'as;the’inves—ﬁ‘”

tiéation thereafter. There are.indications'of Surterliaﬂéeid7M
'action hy the Memphis‘folice.as‘well as the Federaihéuread’
‘ofelhteetigation prior to the aseaesihation..v | |
”3f;;There is an appearance here aiso of a representatieeaofdl

theﬁDepartmentbof Justice being at the Lorraine:Motel at"the_r
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_%fery same tiﬁe Dr. King Was assassinated, and alvl_eg.]ercvily: it
" s','ay’s‘l‘ tﬁéy had a meeting with Dr. Kilng,_ so there is somé-
~' ,Vappearance of information concerhing that person being" there
:énd the reasons -therefor, which wduld have existed»pll‘:ilbor’ to.'
~14:‘{1“v1'e’i4a;ss'as’sination vaé well. How far back in' time I car.lkﬁrj‘ét :
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 ;*€27¥r. Stokes. Have we had any further information or follow-

rup with reference to the historic files that came up ‘at. our

last executive committee meeting?

Mr. Sprague. We have spoken to a police officer who has

_'edvised us that some of the»filesvthat have been destreyed
f5§jtﬁe Memphis polieelwere surveillanee marerials oniDr;

.kihé prior to the assaseination. We have not yetvgonejfurther
 en.that particular aree;‘although'we are in operation ﬁo‘

_defer that to the coming week.

 Mr. Stokes. I think I have just one further question_'

At our lasrz;ecutive committee meeting, you previded;fff =

us w1th some information w1th reference to a former FBI

“relatve

lagent who gave information, to the type of heavy survelllance"

A«.

,LQn_Dr. King in the Atlanta~area, and in the MEmph;s area;e“;;“
“eﬁd the fact that when he 1eft ohe juriSdictien hé wés ;ir7

| ;éicked up in the other‘jurisdiction, et,cetéra‘,'HavéfY§ﬁj*
rbeeﬁ_able te follow up on that line of surveillance.a§£i§i£Y

" ’:_by the FBI?

Mr. Sprague. We are in the process, as I think'I]said:f:

bfpreviously, of trying to ebtain from the House its éther?;
.doeuments that they alreg&@fhave on the COIﬁTELPRO operetioﬁ; ~H
' fwhich was the FBI surveillance of Dr. King;  We:hevefﬁ§§r”
fyet sﬁeceeded in getring those documents.'vWe‘hare ieééhéd'ff\"
{the names of two other former FBI‘agents who>were éert;ofﬁ

:the:surveillance of Dr. King, and we are advised they,ha}vew~
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ninfotmation they are desirous of:giving us. We have not yet
gotten to that.
-h.FQZguundKinney; Can I interrnpt for a moment?

vahy_are you having so much.trouble gettingvthings in |
vthevsame bum&ldlng we are 51tt1ng in right now?

M;.‘Sptague. Well, _the technical side Of‘lt is that
;thnough the Fhairman we‘have contacted I‘guess‘it was‘thedfﬂ
.épeaker's office. As tc the other, we were teferted}tcfff;z
‘the %lerk We were told we would have to contact‘scnecnef; .
who is in a position. cf belng a representatlve forvthelconnlttee.

. It has just been a 1ong'drawn—out process. And I may throw»d d

in we have had the same thlng w1th regard to the Senate
fintelllgence atea, where we go from one to the next and then
‘we go to getahcld of the chlef counsel, and we are tcld;he 1s>
not 901ng to be back in town for a couple of weeks. ’£t;ief
hthat kind of thing.‘»I;am not saying we are not 901ng1todhn
Céet them;. But frankly,‘at this‘moment it hasvncttbeenaihc'
;breaking my heart that we have nct gotten them, bécaﬁéé:if“
”do not know that we can do much about them. We are now’cettlngl
"_1n the process where I would like to get them. Rather than
danyrthought for the committee now, at our next meeting ;f:we”:
do.not have them and we are in the process to‘gc'ahead?then;'
‘i4Wonld get bach to you on that. | }

- Mr. Stokes. If I could have just one{?hrtherinquiryt‘

N 66000 Docld:32264#59 Page 42




412

,\.

:f;In 1ight.of the.lead that you now have that a meﬁbéfséffthé:
‘";:bepartment of Jﬁstice Was perhaps registefed at thé samé‘ﬁQfelf
“.‘ésADr‘vKing, have you proéeeded to attempt to get ahOid of thé f;
E;éédrd of.all‘person§ régistefed at or about thaﬁ.timé? |

“‘1fj %2Mr. Sprague. Yes. And one of the other thihgs we are.

-

;#;yiﬁg to do is find out, in the interviewing of witneééésr' 
;Qhét interviews exiStéd ¢vén of this person, if he'wéé:;ff 
3giie§edly £here, and if nohé; £hen‘why none? |
| " ‘Mr. Stokes. Thankfyoﬁ, Mr. Chairman.
,'Chairmah Downing."ﬁ£; faﬁn£roy;

Mr. Fauntroy; TﬁénEDQOU;:Mr. Chairmah;

: i am interested in thé haﬁdwriting, or.thé“ﬂéfes;éﬁ'?hé7‘
:gfanscripts of the cénvéréé?ions in the Kenﬁédy‘éésé;;*f;:}!Al
fq f?Do,i’ﬁnderstand,yoﬁlﬁo#ay that the'reééde}théﬁiéppééfzbf
;ihTW§shington had notatiéﬂ‘iﬁ héndwﬁitiné that'thé‘sﬁbjééﬁi;

‘spoke poor Russian?

| . Mr. Sprague. That part is typed in.

'ﬂ.‘Mr. Fauntroy. It wéé“typed in.

- Mf. Sprague. Typed in. On the Side‘thére'isihéﬁéinfihéf
)iﬁhét this is the translation from‘the Russian,.and tﬂ;£?;g  
3 iis:ihlhahdwriting. : P .

| :Mr. Anderson. Couid i interject at»tﬁa£.P6iﬁ£?ﬁ?;;ff

Does that raise the possibility that we are talking in

“|l fact about a couple of conversations, one where he spoke

B fEﬁglish and one where_he'did speak poor RuSsian?"
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";; §?£ﬁL Spraque. It certainly raises that possibility. fAnd

_that is one of the £hings that we are examining_;} the’totélity,
‘aﬁd,whether one is talking abdutzone,éna someone elsévié,
taiking,about another.

| Tﬁe problem with’fhaf is, though, that in lookiﬁg é#-'
:ﬁﬁat are the total-transcripts, at least the CIA ad§isedﬁéf
;Qhat:they‘showéd, there is nothing there that éonfdfm%:tgtf
iwhaflthe people, the typist_aown in Mexico is séYing,!ﬁf?m;."
.éﬁét standpoint.. o :
i f.er. Fauntroy. Thév£Ypist in Mexico indiéateé”#ﬁéf;shgf
fhéd ﬁo troublé‘typing tﬁévtrénscript because wha£ éhe.ﬁééfa>i
Waé:inbEnglish. | |

| ;Mr. Spfague. Thaf iévright. And I>might“aiséié5y;?; 
 ih response to Mr. Anderson és well, theée two peoplg;iﬁﬁi$ :
 §fans1ator.and typist, staté'that on all'calls té tﬁeiéﬁésiaﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁaésies, they would be thévbnes’to fypé aﬁd transiﬁﬁéi;;; 

fthére would not have been anyone else.

‘Mr. Fauntroy. May I ## ‘f;quickly>go'to thef;:"‘

:Kiﬁgzmatter?.
Do I understand thaf the index of files availablé ih?i{ 
jMeméhié includes béth local'poliée reéords énd‘FBI;;eééfa;;ﬁ
Qf all Surveillance undertaken by the FBI in-Memphig?f;}' 
Mr. Sprague. I cannot say all surveillance; I één f; Q'
.6nly say that the index indicates that there;aré‘sﬁrQéillahée -

reéords by FBI and local police here. But I w0uldﬂnotv$ayfb'
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AR ¢h»su7% é -
Invaderé?wﬁwgfoﬁp)of young people who had been active 1n»'

this material in any detail ',All we have'done'is,justjgo?through

‘anﬂimportant one. But you take the numerous 1rregularities
3 1n each case j% taking Kennedy for a moment now. There 1s ﬂ’“

‘ 1nformation that there were two rifles in the Texas Depos1tory,r

414

that is all that there is.

<%? Mr Fauntroy Is there any indication of informants

which either th%ﬁFBI or the local police had ‘among the

demonstrations and on whom they blamed the violence .in. the
first demonstration7
Mr. Sprague. I do not see anything in the indexﬁthatVM

would indicate that But we have not yet read and digested

andpitemize what was-there.u

Mr. Fauntroy. But there is no 1ndicationiof the souroe
or whatrsurveillance 1nformation they have on hand’ |
i:'er. Sprague. l cannot even say that, Mr; Fauntroy;T;
beoaueeywe have nothread what ie there. All we have done is
take what are the items that appear there Theranalysis'.n
andvreading of itiis: yet to be done | |

Mr. Fauntroy._ Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Downing. Mrt SPrague, I would be 1nterested
1n knowing how you set priorities on your leade.‘ Now, I’think.
we‘all understand the need for 1mmed1ate investigation of

r. Phillips, as that broke suddenly. The bullet theory 1s

and that there is a deputy down there someplace in Dallasfof
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|l and then you have a list of priorities? Just how do you-

‘iiget underway until we get the staff to do thé‘job.v”f 

wagaih I have to repeat i the basic investigation here cannot

that exists and where it'exists. That seems to me tofbeﬁdﬁe

“where are they, whatkis there, 'so that something doeSn?t'f
:then-disappear. And that is one of the essentiaislthatgf_ 

I think have to be undertaken and is being undertaken;fj"
]Phillips, I think we would be derelict in‘waitingithefe.';The'

think-~ as a matter of fact, I could not very well'say'to.her, 
"Thank you for the call, we will see you %§;~month5'from“now."
‘So I think,that calls for that kind of immediate're5ponse: “

ZAnd.i may say the person with the information on Dr;'King}ﬂ 7

‘immediately. I don't think I should say, "WelWi11 getjtofydu’

‘a month from now."

NW 66000 Docld: 32266459 Page 46 -~ -

415
‘that saw the other rifle. Have you got a list of irregﬁlarities

work it?

-.:syqyr, Sprague. . Well, the basic approach o and of course

& .

In the interim, it is finding out all of the material .
of the first steps jf;what investigative reports there are,
- ‘ = BT T R
- To the extent that we get some matters of 1nformatlon,;;

nursé and the Parkland bullet, she contacted us. I do not

A

was someone who contacted us, willing to give this information.

'Again, I think we have an obligation there to réépond‘f?f_ 

" But aside from these areas that I call of iﬁmediécY{ I do‘

not want to see us jumping off and just being-like'éiiittle :f;

PR
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3jaek—in—the—bOX'jumping to any stimuli that occurs, because

’ fsomebody in the Press wants to push a button here, someone wants|

;to pnsh a button there. The real way to proceed is to‘get

' ;e;erything that exists up to now,‘to know where it is, to;get
leitgreviewed, analyzed;aevery bit ofrphysical evidence;rwhat
?;re’the weaknesses there, where are the avenuesathat thenphave.
ﬂté he explored, where are the.Witnesses, what witnessesfapparent
f@efé never followed throughhon;enThat‘seems to mépth§?7v’"

:_fééPrOach. And that is the best I can respond.

i;}ipsyghairman Downing;J.Ilwasvthinking of‘this.’h

: If you could proVefor'disprove an irregularity;'andﬁ

{then perhaps make that publlc, to not only show the Amerlcan.
ﬂflgpeople that you are ﬁaklng progress, but show the Congress
»;gthat you are maklng progress 7% is that'p0551ble?“ fort-t
?instanoe, if'you came up withhstartling neWs; “Yes;;inoeed;‘ther
;Qéfé tno'rifies in.that Te#as‘Depository" ﬁf I don;t:thinhht
:you Would have any problem with any of those people.downv
ipion the/ﬁloor. Oon the other hand, if you came up w1th only
?one rlfle in the Dep051tory, then we would go on to the next
‘féne, | |

i>,Mr; Sprague., The‘problem there, Mr. Chairman;fif'é;fph
'>f55§hs$y ;r I am conscious of‘what you arefsaying.thihénessgf'
;rnvtrylnélto keep thlS at ahprofe351onal tone,’and do a

j.kthorough Job just llke I have felt it is not uP to me tof"

?glve any ‘fictitious or padded flgures ;} I really don t even’

W
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want to be in a posture of pump priming with the Congress;

I want to do a thorough job.

- 39?51 think in the long run the evaluétion and the

R | . . . ! R
.|| analysis of ‘what this committee does -- because I think it is

M

going to be examined with a fine tooth comb, as it ought to

Il be -~ ought not even to be tarnished with the though£ tha§‘

“

we just went out and shot in and tried to create’sométhihg;for 

-an immediate effect. I guess that is my best respdnSe;lgi

Mr. Preyer. Would'Ehe'gentleman yield? I was

= -

‘:Wéndéring.on one point along that line, which would not be

sensationalizing it, ‘but which you have given some substance

;£é here, that could be made‘in a feport, is the incéﬁpleteﬁess
 §f’£he'other investiéatién.' You have mentionea tﬁe:£w§;ii”fH
 $tudent nurses who.had not‘been seen by .any investigé£d£. ,v
iAhd IvunderStand these.tranéiatorS'in Mexico,.thé énés Qho
u°1,traﬁélated the interéept; have never beeﬁ talked tb‘by{%

|l anyone.

Mr. Sprague. That is correct.
 Mr. Preyér.\ Which is a rather startling dommentarnynw
the quality of the investigation.

g 'Mr. Sprague. Mr. Preyer, isn't that amazing;'that‘}{ ‘

‘even the CIA, with the guestions that have been raiSéd5i.;} 7,

about their own transcript, have never themselves gone»back‘ 

to the primary source as to who did it. That I find @ - -

amazing.
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.question I betray my ignorance of computer technology -—-
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;;;\yr. Anderson.b Mr. Chairman, following,‘I think, the trend
of your question, and also Mr. Preyer's thought, and in my

A

is it,possible, because you will have some computer capability,

as I understand it, tied into the House computer,,toiprogram'
'a computer in such a way that you can somehowvhighlightf}_d/

"and pinpoint the discrepancies that admittedly do exiSt'in;r

the papers that are now extant on this whole}inveetigation; both

‘investigations?

. Mr. Sprague. Yes, Mr;iAnderson.

‘Mr. Anderson. 1Is that one way of proceedlng, 1n:whioh,

you could rather qulckly hlghllght a whole serles of thlngs that

are questlonable, and that deserve the amount of’ tlme and money

"l 'and attention that will be given in this investlgatlon?

Mr. Sprague. It is a waybof proceeding. As a matter

’of fact, that is one of the reasons we are going to be using

the computer. It is broader based. 1In faot, it could be

,d01ng exactly that in terms of discrepancies and corroboratlon.

It works both ways. The problem at the moment is it-would.<

be 1mp0581b1e in the time frame between now and frankly thei'

.end of this year to be able to program and do that.‘d;:‘u

f:»Mr. Gonzalez. Also financially, isn't that_oorreét?ni“'

Mr. Sprague. Oh, yes. We do not even have‘the;jt?"

|| money.

. Mr. Gonzalez. You don't have the $100,000 fOrfthat;;}ﬂ,a”
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]some have seemed to be very thorough in their inveétigations';r

’>L§? Mr. Sprague, We are down to just about'$25,000 at-

this moment.
Mr. Gonzalez. We have a Catch-22 proposition here.
. Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, pursuant to the point which

you raised, and which Mr. Anderson mentions, I admire%}the

vthoroughness and ground'work, the approaoh you'haye been~
':taklng, to the 1nvest1gat10n.' But I have been in % sort of
‘a dllemma personally, about how to proceed. In the flrst

'1nstance, I recognlze we do need a little somethlng to

The

itake to zas¢ Floor, and we need publlc 1nterest stlmulated
:1f we are in fact to be able to do the thorough ]ob that you

boutllne here.

" 1 have wondered whether or not it might be usefﬁl}h’?“

fto‘have someone on the staff,ior a small group on5theTstaff,

| to go over thoroughly much of the_researChr-maanOf-the.h'

/

fbooks that have been written >~ some of them positingvtheoriesb
fabout how the assassinationsiwere'carried out and*by‘whon;h?
”and that sort of thing, with a view to arriving at one;ftwoh

o | o REEpees -,
or three propositions that have been made by some of those Rl

-

as a starting point, to see if there is in fact anything G

“there.

~

. Sprague. Well, my probIEm is,er.vFauntroy;f”

that ~=
Lt 4

' Mr. Fauntroy. Let me first say I have read55olmﬁch;now,
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EandiItam‘so confused by the many, many theories, that I-Welcome
.mhat I call the grate-laying you are now doing in termsi:'
of fin’ding out the sequences@ %at in fact happened, ._wh'en, and"
‘mhere 7% we are going to need that to straighten it out. |
‘,g§;>Mr. Sgrague. That is the problem.

. : I am looking at 1t maybe 1mprobably in the long

';roadv because maybe we w1ll never get to travel that long road.'
ibut‘assumlng we do, I do not thlnk it would do us well.‘
'ﬁ,ilfbln that long travel _we put ourselves in the poeltlon’at
»the beglnnlng of g1v1ng the 1nd1catlon, now that.me-arefiﬂgrf
Eon the ‘road, started the 1nvest1gatlon, of jnst shootlng ‘
"otfhln terms of somebOdyls theory here and there.f I really
chlnkhtotal impartialityvistmhat is essentialhfor-our own!f{:f
,iﬁmeetigation. - | o
:aichairman Downing. Are‘you now or would.Youinentjmeehbbe
'fln_a position'gjo say thatithe’Warren investigation‘mae:not::
féiedmplete:investigation3 | | L ”

: . Mr. Gonzalez. vac'n‘e‘e' me. for interrupting before‘_.f .

)&ou answer. Let me say this, Mr._Chairman. I don;t think f-l

that we should have to try to reach for the sensatlonal

the tanta1121ng thing, to dangle before the Members of theti;
VHouse, in order for us to get the approval for thlS.‘ We have;;
itovConfront each and every Member of the House, aelifllﬁejti

- ;;Were’us-;}‘that is assuming that they are men of good reason

and all Because just as many of the crlthues and the theorles.
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and the hypotheses that you have in both homicides, YOu

. , e ‘ .
have almost an equal number of apologi@s ;} that is people -

713 "writing books sustaining those findings. So I think if

e  ﬂfﬂ?VJ4- we get into that, we are going to be chasing rabbits right off .

3 tat‘the beginning and we will get lost.

?31¥;?I think we have_gdt to look at it this'way. And the
 7~é;f;v¥éasQn I interrupted’before;I e?en gave him a chance ﬁo answer
;his??§ the Warren Commissiéﬁ'ing-have even éeen membgré
s.loffthé Congress say, fWe:are réopening that." Wévafe'pot’reopen~t
:iég{énything. This is.thé first time it has ever’beeh‘aoﬁe.v
:fﬁé;édngress has neve?v;ndértaken this.

Sl I had a reporteryargue,.ﬁWell, you had the'Chﬁrch
/éommittee." It ié.not'théléamé;thing‘

f?héyvnever had a grant of authority to look into this-V ! -

;Fommittee, you had the Pike

 Tﬁe§.§tumb1éd upon some éeripheral matters in'lookingLigﬁd -
'15216 yfhe intelligence agenéies of the Federal Go&ernment_fhé#ihéd_
'L;ff-i7jlf§{do“with Kehnedy,rthat'had to do Qith Martin ég;thé%sking;
- il;é:'ﬁét they were périphera1. f They.néver had’the aﬁthOriﬁy;    '

"i"{g they never had the resources to go ‘into this.

 £2¥20.?-;   Now,_what‘we are saying is 7}§§idbk, "M vausé‘}'Y§ﬁ :"
 2ﬁ?£f; géve.us $150,000 to start. We are doing the
| We-knbwAhow, which.is to get the be Xpertise a&;iiAb;éf;;

:7_6h égprofessional basis, here is tHe consensus, itfwéé‘ﬁéiﬁg>l.
’giyénto us first, we have had a chance to shootvéﬁ?ifi}aﬁé f‘ 

we have got to take that risk= I think if'we‘try tc say/;ff'
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;Wevknow now, and we can’tell even at this point the Waffen_
_Commission was défective partially or in toto, I thihk, Mr; 
:Chairﬁan, we might be really flirting with trouble,-éven»if‘
wegot the $5 million.
: 5§?¥&: Spraque. Mr. Chairman, I didn't get to answer,‘but
fi}reélly feeler; Gonzales answered for‘mef | |

 :’Cﬁairman Downing. I thinK that is a pretﬁy‘goodiahéﬁér.'
;}think we all admire yoﬁr tﬁoroughness. | -
5f  v¥oﬁ just bring in-a reﬁért‘next‘week.

n”;er;’Gonzélez. Letwme séy this: We cannotvminimiéé:a;;
:fhiézis sénsational; jus£Awhat has been done thﬁs faf?ﬁf 
W;ll; what is this? Well, one;:none of these witgés;és;iﬁéiudin
;MéfiexNiles, haé everuteétifiéd undef oath;_vWeICanho£ é§p§c£
Téflthe'Warren Commissioh 3 96wer that could rise aﬁd be‘inhereht>
;iﬁ £hé[ﬁkecutive ﬁ?anch ofithe>Governmen£.b It Wasi;hléa; z
ihééléituétion,>to try téyaddféss itseif to tHeiﬁatiééfagié:timé
fg£:££auma‘and highveméﬁioﬁalisﬁ, and where all kinds‘éffgy'
£hébfies were batted around. We had a similar fhihgrih;£ﬁé‘ i

fcase of the murder of Martin Qéﬁther King, Jr."You hadifioﬁihg,'j

'j:nyu had emotions :} people said, "Aha, we know it.f““ButgnoW}’

"We have a brilliant opportunity to look at this inlf§£fégpé§tﬁ;,
'f;nd not so far off‘where ybu don't have more livihglﬁitﬁéésés

;ﬁhéﬁ-thoée aead, where we still have availaﬁlé'somgﬁ;éﬁménfatiqn
fi :;¥OurvtaSk is going to really be big, and that;isk£bt#aikkfl:

|l to those who voted for it who are still with us;’thdSe_whé7;f
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didn't, and somehow convince them. This is the reason Il'

eeked the question earlier this morning. MaYbe‘even‘on an initi
5fragmentary basis ;% maybe they will say, "We can't give

t&od‘$6 million‘for the whole year, but we will give‘youhone—'
ithdrd of that for one-quarter of the year.

fiﬂéz.l don't know whether that is feasible'or-not.h Bhtxet ieest
,kiweihave dot the flow of resources on the levei.we feel_ére'

‘required.

’ , T
But I don't know 77 I have falth it is 901ng to be
fSOld. We will have to call on you, Mr. Chalrman, even though g

L§ouVWOn t be here after'January 3. But I thlnklthe'lnfernCe

»isAstill there.
halrman Downlng; I have faithdin the mannet”dndnhicha.ﬁ
'thehstaff is proceeding.

‘d‘Mr. Fauntroy. Mr.”Chairman) may I just ask'in‘thatﬂzhf
ftegerd ;T could a paft-of.this report be the liStingioftthe;t
ihnenswered questions that“we have with respectfto the‘pieehof
‘ondlty by Ray? |

Mr. Sprague. Yes. And in making the report T w1ll be d'v

-¢onsciousbof the thoughts that are suggested here. But I would

helSo like to respond with one comment to Mr. Gonzalez,tffﬂtf
" You cannot have funding for a'€hird of the yearion'fﬁf

-half of the year. There is no way that we can get'thed**

a4 competence and the kind of staff that we need, and say f};t}ffi”('

to them, "We can only tell you you are golng,to be employed.-in
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from now to March,”gor now to June¥ It is problem enough.
The other would make it impossible. The—ether-would-makeS
7]. t »::’a' 4 . .] g ‘

;%%??ghairman Downing;;,Okéy. Any further questions of this 
.p»ﬁWitﬁé§S?va ndt, thegcéﬁmiﬁfeebis adjourned, and we will‘meet
f;égiﬁ oﬁ Friday, De¢émbér 17; ;t the call of thelchéir{’
mf ;1 2E£ereupon, at 4f2$3§£éggakip;m., the committee
éajaﬁfﬁedltO“réconvenebh:Friday, Dedember 17, at,thé»éali:

lbf ﬁhe Chair£7 ‘

“HW 66000, Docd:322650 Page55 - -






