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Biography .

Elena Garro de Paz was born of Spanish parents in
Puebla, Mexico on December 11, 1917. Ms. Garro attended'
the National Autonomous University of Mexico and later
did graduate work at Berkley in California and at the
University of Paris. 1In 1963, Elena had loné been married
to Octavio Paz, a career diplomat who.is also one of
Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. When
Octavigawas named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple
separated by mutual consent. ‘Elena's daughter, also
named Elena, has always resided with her mother.

'Since Elena spént seventeen years of her early
life in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity

about her native land and had a reputation for being one

1f its more articulate detractors. At the same time, Elena

was considered emotionally committed to many aspects of
Mexican life and made an important contribution to its
artistic development.

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer.

" Hogar Solido, El" Rey Mago, La Senora en su Balcon, Ventura

" Allende, Andaise por las Ramas, Parada Empresa, and El Viaje

are plays that have had appreciative audiences in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexico.

Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called

" La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of the London

Times has called her novel, Los Recuerdos de Porvenir, "a

~
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splendid success." Critics have said of her: "For

Elena Garro, there is no frontier between reality and
fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality--
perhaps more intense-- to which one may penetrate without

passport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of

a literature fired with passion, flavor and life. Many Thomed

peoprle who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier
between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to
distinguish in real lifegz€:> C—rb‘iﬂ>

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in

<
the Confederacion Nacional Campisina (CNC), the agrarian

arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

was a tireless propagandist and agitator on behalf of the
poorer Mexican peasants, she was on close personal terms
with and enjoyed the respect of peasant leaders from all
over the country N C\b';>

Elena was considered a witty, urbane and opinionated
woman with an unflaggingfsense of humor. Her forthright
opinions and sharp wit tended on occasion to ruffle feathers
in Mexico, but hér important social, literacy, and political
connectibhs rendered her fairly immune from serious counter-
attack until 1968. Then, Ms. Garro was forced to flee the

country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba

Guerrero de Galvan, in the miggt of the studént.strikes. ,
HSCA O oo uadle _:,%r . avat pebmcn We. /ﬁw J\o—.(&n ;?
ij7 ' et é£“£4/

o ceaphy DY
€ oo yalityy it

on Ela, (@r»,«/e /‘3‘1

fa sar\v\

W et
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Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was
well disposed toward the United States and had been
friendly with Embassy officers. Her broad range of signifi-

cant personal friends, the views of many important to the

American Embassy, made her aluseful Embassy target Through-
out the early 1960's she was carried

Embassy's Youth Program.
Ao elat 707

Amerlcan Embassy employees dealing with Elena 2“¢%- 4}7
Ll

belleved that desplte her access to the underground happenings
Aer
in Mexico, Ln&bmknmr?EﬁS&ﬁbﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁH% sinee—she—hadyg tendency
whel stla A/—;ma\-r'—c—-f o vc,__-{-(y
to romant1c1ze developments kﬁ—yepeﬁt*ng-ea—them flade it

~—
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Elena's Story and American Government Agency Follow-up Sty A
0 iaidior> W

Ourlan 2ot X
Elena Garro de Paz' story first came to the American ,

fe=?
intelligence agencies' attention on October 5, 1964, ?::*
[y
eleven days,after the publication of the Warren Commission *g /
Au uzﬂl Fraas e~ P Aot bhod pesnno? Ty 4 e fingh s -
Tt i~ your Wettt-vs sk 60—7 4/, —.

v} Report. /. The source of The Bf/;d Memo was a Central ~cstviad
Intelligence Agency asset known as |LICOOKIE I, (WX7241L)p
Ve ume
\@F %% Entry #430, CIA $#721; Blind Memo dated 10/5/64, CIA #576ﬂ
E} Qf% The memo reported that Elena Garro de Paz, her daughter

\gy.y' and Deba Garro de Guerrero Galvan discussed meeting Oswald

in Mexico in the fall of 1963. The discussion was, reportedly,

ng y}? sparked by the newspaper coverage given the Warren Report.

ﬁﬂg Elena and Deba are the first cousins of Horatio, Ruben

v |
¥ ¥ and Lynn Duran. Elena, her daughter and Deba were invited
X to a "twist party" at the home of Ruben Duran. The party

A,

%fi waa in the mlddle of %.week in the fall of 1963. Lee Harvey
[P Ll
\J? Oswald %Enh thlS party in the company of "two other

dﬂ) beatnik looking boys." (IBID.) The Americans remained

N\
4 - ; bﬂaWﬂy
;V%QP) together the whole evening and did not dance. When Elena %

[ Conm AL pitr ebdD wAb comese MK«,&L&—QLLV wlom ] s i
. One of Elena's cousins told her at the time that he (or she)
Qﬂ( ?’dld not know who the Americans were except that Silvia Duran

§§§ tried to talk with them, she was "shifted" to another room.-

J\ had brought them to the party. . .

\fiy The day after the party,Elena and Deba saw the same

three people on the Insurgentes, ‘a main avenue #in Mexico City.
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The Garro's claimed that they had recognized Oswald's
photograph when it was published after the assassination.
The arrest of Silvia Duran "underlined their certainty"”
that the man had been Oswald. (IBID.)

Deba added that Lynn and one of the Duran brothers
had made trips to Texas. She also said that, even though
they were always poor before the assassination, they were
both driving e#pensive new cars. A notation on the memo

says that L/1 (LICOOKIE) never regained contact with

b‘L Elena Garro de Paz. (IBID.)
Vﬁfaf o The LICOOKIE memo was not in either the Elena Garro

Cf’ or Lee Harvey waald "pP" files but in a project file. It

22

W
was fodﬁg in December, 1965. See WX 7241, p. 94, CIA #721.)

A marginal notation on WX 7241 says, "Why was this not sen

to Headquarters??" (p. 87, CIA #714.)

wrote a memo for the record. (10/12/64 memo, CIA #596;
WX-7241, p. 87, CIA #714.) This—memo reportsléhat Elena
i
Garro de Paz has told her story to Eunice 0dig who-xelayed
L fo k-

it to "TICHRQRN" on 10/9/64. | ——

iy

There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan. The
story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs from the
previous story in two agéas. The party was at the Cuban

Embassy not at Ruben Duran's. Elena talked to a Cuban

1s not as detailed as the 10/5/64 version.

t .
LIGE o Sowe ! st 5!
e A v ool e (747 7

On 10/12/64 the Chief of Covert Action, FNU Flannery,

\
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‘Embassy official not one of her cousins about the three

Americans. : o A st /w,_ Flcsntny b

(/\)Ab 1""“ +La A—note, /Qittached to the memo, éf’ the Chief of ag_.JLQM
o /m. ) T il Al

/Vw o Station, Winston Scott, Flannery=reads, "Do you want

»/U“JA)LQ me to send the gist of this to Headquarters?." Scott

+

;6D‘I1 replied "Yes, but we should follow up first." Flannery
7

& L then wrote: "Nothing further." Scott then noted that

Me |
& the memo should be filed. The file indications show that

/n s
/Mtj:?vdfdthe memo went 1nto the Oswald "P" file and the Elena
)

A

~——

,,«» F" 7Garro "p" file. (IBID.) g,ﬂ u/ S o Y-EN

.2 On 24 November 1964 a CIA informant reported some
bjg;f information he had learned from "LICHANT/1." (Memo fro
/VV j Win Scott to the Files re June Cob(grdfl;;?;64 CIA Nos
ﬁ ' : .
‘w 5 592-593; WX—7241, P- 88, Entry #404, CIA #715.) June Cobb

is an "Amefican Communist" who rents a room frem Elena
Garro. Elena told LICHANT/l that she tried to talk to
Robert Kennedy when he was in Mexico because she had met
Oswald "and two friends (Cubans)" at Horacio Duran's house
vat a party. Elena also said that she had told her story
to an American efficial, at the Embassy, Who claimed to
represent the Warren Commission. The COS noted that he had
asked the informant to get LICHANT/1 to pursue the storyx«,

6d
(IBID.L there is no indication that LICHANT/l pursuved—the

stoxy: ety compliod _wirt ploy /L’—iv%‘"f‘-

|
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e N T S -

RN Y A o g

P e

November 24, 1964 Elena and her daughter met

with Mexico City representatives of the Legal Attache's 0 f4t;;7>

[—u‘-\_:l-c.
office. They recounted the same story previously given./V““ .

to LICOOKIE I. The date of the.party was given as September
30, October 1 or October 2, 1963. (FBI 105-825555 Report,
Dec. 11, 1964 entitled Lee Harvey Oswald, P.l) The agent
who wrote the report noted that the FBI investigation of

the John F. Kennedy assassination had established that Lee

‘Harvey Oswald had departed Mexico City by bus at 8:30 a.m.

on October 2, 1963. Lee Harvey Oswald could not have been

identical with the American allegedly observed by Mrs. Paz

at the party if this party were held on the evening of L rded
Elena was questioned regarding the identity of other

persons attending the party at the Ruben Duran home who

might have been in a position to observe the three Americans.

Elena stated that in the course of the party her daughter

ey Wt "E‘s‘

met a group man named "Alejandro" at‘the party and danced
with himf&uéé was apparently quite smitten with the
daughter and tried to call her on several occasions after
the partnywgée daughter did not take the calls and as

a result "Alejandro" wrote several letters to the daughter.

Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters, as well as a

business card which identified the young man as Ario Alejandro

L=
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Th

iavagnini Stenius. (IBID)

The letter which Ms. Garro said was the first
written by the young man to her daughter bore the date
September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office postmark
September 2, 1963. When Ms. Garro was told this she
commented that probably the Communists have facilities

for falsifying postcards. (IBID)

, ‘ Td:EEEZHgg)investigate Ms. Garro's story,,the Federal

L =5
November 27, 1964. (IBIDT% Lavagnini recalled that there

0]"& IRV o 9
;fi;th/’ﬁhreau interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavaénini Stenius on

were approximately thirty people at the Ruban Duran party,
few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexican girl
who had recently returned‘from living in France. He was
unable to fix the date of the party, but felt it was
probably early in September because of a heavy rain which
occurred as they were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m.

(IBID. p. 4)

L 4q

Lavagnini noted no Americans present at'this_party;
He was familiar with the appearance of Lee Harvey Oswald
because of publicity following the assassination of President
‘Kennedy but otherwise had no knowledge of him and had never
seen him except for news photographs following the assassina-
tion. (IBID. p. 4)

There is no indication on the document that this
information was given to the Central Intelligence Agency's

Mexico City Station.

EXL / ~2gf 7O

—— e
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On 12/10/65 Charlés Thomas, a political officer
at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a .
conversation with Elena Garro de Paé. (cIA #586-587,
WX-7241 Entry No. 425, p. 91, CIA No. 718.) The meeting
with Elena had been about other matters but she mentioned
knowing Oswald. Thomas noted that she was reluctant to
talk but did.

Elena's story reported here is the same, but with

pd sl ley. |

more details, as that given in the LICOOKIE Memo, She
said that General Clark Flores, Silvia Duran, Eusebio

o ha?

Azcue, Emilio Carballido, and a Latin American Negro man

L_.\’JL.\. e v
with red hair were at the party. A marginal comment by this

entry in WX-7241 says, "How did Elena know about a red-haired
Negro?" Elena also told Thomas that she had later learned
that Silvia Duran had been "Oswald's mistress while he

was there." (A note by this entry in WX-7241 says "How

did Elena Garrou§§9w about Silviavbeing the mistress of ‘
Oswald?? T;f;disfl965. Station heard from LIRINGAi*in(;ytfszzgz .

emm———

gfgfi:ip; see also WX~7241, Entry 613, p. 116, CIA No. 743.)vJuJ
Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had v@ﬁA
ré ’ W
I 23 &~
gone to the Cuban Embassy é&n November 1963. Ormee—imside %l&j
A
the-gates—bhey shouted "assasins" and other insults at Vﬂ" 7
"f‘\&“’ Sqwmm < é*} W
the Embassy employees. Shenblyp—after—titis—Incident a

friend, Manuel Calvillo, an official in the Gobernacion,

took her and her daughter to a small hotel in the center

NW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 10




EJL First Draft
° Page 10

of Mexico City. They were kept there for eight days
under the pretext that they were in danger. Elena
claimed to have told Calvillo that she wanted to teil
her story to the American Embassy. Calvillo dissuaded
. her by telling her that the American Embassy was full
/QNA ' of Communist spies. Elena said that some of the other
vfp péople who had been at the party were taken to Veracruz
Uﬁr n where they were "protected" by Governor Lopez Arias.
{wy‘ She said that Ruben Duran, reportedly "protected" by

General Clark Flores, was very prosperous and was driving

J(/k law & Wy T hopus’ prremn e ,@edmﬂ"—-
CI'A

The COS wro€g>a note on the memo which says: "What

a big car.

an imagination she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?"

The Officer replied, "Suggest sending. = There have been

stories around town about all this, and Thbmas is not

only person she has talked to...If memory serves me, didn't

LICOOKIE refer to Oswald and the local leftists and Cubans

in one of her squibs?" (CIA No. 588, note from SW to COS.)
\3\;2~ The information in Thomas' 12/10/65 report was

\\\cabled to CIAa Héadquarters (Cable from Mexico City to the

Director, Mexi 5621, date cut off my copy; CIA Nos. 584-585,)
This cable feports that Elena is the wife of the "prominent

Mexican poet Mexican Ambassador Delhi Octavio Paz Lozano."

(IBID.) e cable informed Headquarters of the substance
"‘9) M . of Thomas'

HJ }yéc:?ﬁi;nguben Sh{;n ter told her that he was not really a Comnvpist
b
;,

v? Ay ,w‘/' W fﬂ\ﬁ‘«"’w‘ﬁ M"j*j:v w’:fﬂﬂ

HW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page M
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and that killing Kennedy had been a mistake. (IBID; see

also Thomas' 12/10 report.) The cable said that Elena's

story would be checked wi LICHANT/1l, against the pro-

duction from the Cuban surveillance operation "and other
sources." (IBID.) Scott wrote, next to the routing
indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas

if he'll "follow-up". Get questions from Anne G. Please

Jl 4o e 4 "lfww"’(

let's discuss. Thanks." A wsrm e
(o mnmay

After the December 10 memorandum/conversationsI €/9e4
hﬁnd[

Winston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris (Legal
Attache) called C. Thomas for a meeting. They asked him
to get a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's story. At
this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI

had full responsibility for any further investigation in
the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas
to William P. Rogers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. # )

Thomas met with E.ena again on December 25, 1965.

vp The same date he wrote a memorandum of conversation which

r ——
f provided a much more detailed Efgtféggg%ggjrestatement of

OQ uy/;;Tugarro 's alleged encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald and
v

1? Vﬂd subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580~583; WX-7241, Entry

Vy".kfy $#427, p. 92, CIA #719)

‘ Y° wﬂ 'Elena admitted that she had spoken to two men at
p Il

the Embassy " (presumably from the Legal Attache's Office)."

G’W She said that she did not tell them the whole story

© A
0Xrof because "the Embassy officers did not give much credence

V ~
/V“ *W"K HDW ’L) ¢ ov kn,o./z Al Sy LV, VIR PR Y SRR 2L Y // € lenal ‘H""‘7\~
U ) ,

Ausanas,

—J
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to anything she and Elenita said" (Ibid.)
She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's
Lo fhvo
was a few days before the Soviet-Ast®enaut, Gagarin,

visited Mexico; she thought that this would put the party

home. She was unclear about the date of the party. It
g

around September 2 or 3, 1963. She believed that the party
wés on a Monday of Tuesday because it was an odd night for
a party. The memo noted that September 1 and 2 were
indeed a Monday and Tuesday.. Eiena could not check her.
calender to refresh her memory at the time of the ihterview
Q/ because the calender was in a desk that had been stored
away.

During the conversation, Elena described Oswald
and his companions. The man who she thought was Oswald
wore a black sweater. She said he was quiet "and stared a
lot at the floor." One of his companions "was very tall
and slender and had long blond hair which hung across his
forehead. He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding
chin." The oﬁher companion was also tall, with‘short,
light brown haif and no really distinguishing characteristics.
The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other
~guests. Elena saw the same three men on the street the
next day. (IBID.)

Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,
Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital,

HW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 13
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a young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico,
and several other people were at the party. She said
that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claims converted Horatio

Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos,

at s ’
were supposed to be at the party but did not shewifﬁz— D’ #
YR oIEN :
(IBID.) & > o vl b sl e
v Clena 5‘["~+'L H«d’w Pw

v \/ﬂ,,,f;>The red-haired man andggmilio Ca{ggiiiga>were not \juua

9 SRS
‘1495 » at the party that Oswald attended but at another party / 74

-
271 :

45’ where Carballido and Azcue got into a heated argument

;&‘ j about President Kennedy. "They came to the conclusion

w

+ ) .
¥Jyr.j that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena
ot was not clear on whether this party was before or after
%ﬁ 71 the party where she met Oswald.
Q}y Elena said that Carballido "is a known Castro J>Uj
. . . | st
agent in Mexico." After the assassination he spent a year évg&
. ¥l
in Cuba. He then got a job teaching at Rutgers University | /~Lu™
~

through Dr. Jose Vasquez Amaral. (Tl Y 3c4

.— 7 The incident at the Cuban Embassy, where Elena and
N — ,70
%V’S her daughter shouted "assassins", etc., at the Embassy /f&ﬁmp»
\ Y o ‘ '
‘ “gts\ﬁ employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00
| o . |
o p.m. Elena and Elenita were driven to the Cuban Embassy
1\\/’ij) ,
' )f by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by their behavior.’
tﬁrb This occured béfore they had seen photographs of Oswald.
fj o Later that day they were visited by Manuel Calvillo
VAR
4Lp°ﬁégwho told them that they were in serious danger from the ?
D> . .
R4 ) .
‘(<° Communists and that he would take them to a small hotel,

3 .

|
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where they would be safe, for a few days. Elena said

she trusted and believed Calvillo because he was a

known undercover agent for the
Le
ale0 a friend @M Bz oeas = e 7 7

Calivillo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia

Duran had been arrested. Duran s arrest was not public

M UN 7«5 l J/ 7[
) M/+ < .
at—the—time
information hﬁ¢ W %‘mkb‘ Rep e it S Ao,
\) - Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so |
&%J she took Thomas to the section of Mexico City where she i
She toox thoma
*' thought it was. They found the hotel. It was the Vermont :
ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂ Hotel, Calle Vermont 29. Elena said that she assumed ;
|
f}k that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or friends. j
They stayed at the hotel until the following Friday, Nov. i
30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. ’ N o tle
Ld’l ’ o Elons pelit v glews FTlamee G 176, {c:/w«, !
SlJ duw While they were at the hotel they saw the photos ‘ |
‘ 6‘“+ Lo o e ’
of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben . r
LASIY *"“y ;
Duran's party. When Calvillo visited them at the hotel 3L4417 -
Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the AL ”?ﬁt
bt v s By, /W(/J-&.
éf American Embassy, Calvillo dissuaded her by stating Avo.t
AN M

A

Deba Guerrera, ®#=PFa had also come to the same conclusion

W & A'inéependeﬁtty—vf—tleQgE::§egaE;:jeaitff?§%§§§§;Z%g§roximately

that the American Embassy was full of Communists. When [};%h

Elena returned to her home, guards were posted outside.

After she returned home/Elena'saw her sister,

e e sl by o Aty 010
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she had been to a party with Oswald. Deba, consequently,

’ Page 15 ‘%7 f
YL i

i, i

two months after the assassination two "communists%iﬁ%éi) thj i

ﬂ),b“‘\ -] 7 M"M i
-zisdsted Deba and threatemed her never to reveal that |

v

|

|

would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell
her story.
:gk \‘“) Elena said that a few days after the assassination
\ \VF‘ Emilio Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and
Y 1 ."kept‘them out of the way until the initial shock of the

UL«-(/L V‘CI/ Ouf?

assassination wore off." — &Vf\”fw

oy

Elena also said that shortly after the assassination
an American named June Cobb spent several days in her
houSe. Ms. Cobb had been sent to Elena by a mutual friend,

Eunice 0Odio. Euhice Odio was a Costa Rican who had been

NLA L. Vasquez Amaral's mistress when Amaralﬂygiﬂyith the Rockefeller
————— e »—'—\\
Foundation. 1965 Ms. Cobb and Ms. Odio were roommates.

. o
While Ms. Cobb was at Elena's house she expressed(ln interest

\}i? in the Kennedy assa551na;;gn455§§§gi§ot drunk one ntghE:>

.and told Ms. Cobb the entire story. Ms, Cobb wanted them

¢ ¥
g;iﬁ} to go to the American authorities. 'Claimihg to be a CIA
X agent, Cobb advised agaihst,going to the American'Embassy
N\

She suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell thei:

q)»;"she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station Chief.

J The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to

PRTIND Oy b ot

>
) ) | N L
;f\ story. When her suggestion was rejected, Cobb said that ;

WV 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 16
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leave the Garro houseé evidently because she kicked

Elena's cat. Nowin V/[a?““ (N oo
[,l -0
~ Ruben Duran visited Elen'he end of “ﬁmc./é

Tanuary, 1964. He was worrled that Oswald's visit to

his home might be discoveredfand that he might lose
his Mexican citizenship. Rﬁben told Elena that it had

!
-ﬂy been Silvia who had gotten/him involved with Oswald.
/
r“ Rubeq added that he wasfndt really a communist and
‘qnfﬂv had opposed the assa551natlon.
1’

Elena said that she had told her story to Noe

S /

} 1 Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the

o

v}f assassination. He advised agalnst,g01ng to the American

0

, /
~ Embassy and told her that if she did anything at all
/ :
f ]
PJJ) she should merely write an anonymous letter.

Elena statedfthat.it was "common knowledge"
that Silvia had be%n Oswald's mistress. When asked who
could verify the qilegation she could only remember one
person who had told her this. Thét person was. Victor

Rico Galan, a "pFo—Castro journalist."

uring téese conversationd Elena also said that

Ko .
VJ w/”’ she "understogﬁ" that Oswald had been in Mexico more

/
than. once. (IBID‘)
- On the first page of Thomas' December 25 1965
memorandumgof conversation Winston Scott wrote "Shouldn't

/

we send tg/Headquarters?" Someone responded "Of course."

(IBID.) //
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ok)
Charles Thomas wrote Ju 25, 1969 that "he got

no reaction from Nathan Fer¥is and Winston Scott" regafding

his memorandum of December 25, 1965. (State Department: -
L% Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary of

‘UwV

h&* State, July 25, 1969). Thomas wrote that Deputy Chief

\257C:f/jégxg%gé;§ﬁj'tiarence Boonstra (State Dept.) wholgass=in
chgéggaof Affairs at the time of the John F. Kennedy

/////;g;essination and subsequent Oswald investigation told him

e « that Oswald had not been in Mexico on the date given for

mllf;/wf: Clenma.
P

%4 % the party. Boonstra also stated that tire—tmformant had ¢’

/

J changed her story. Thomas further wrote that even when o4 §
he reiterated that Elena had not changed her story but cfﬁ,+ t
that rather she had now given a more acehrate account, ,42f ;
éoonstra stated that the date was wrong and dismissed /e
the whole affair. (IBID. p. 2) The Legat's Office in :: %

q Mexico that Thomas' office had been advised . _ '
ijzr__/—’g;_;e;eranda dated December 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966 (! {

Gt HRV T
that since Elena Garro's allegations had previously been :

investigated without substantiation, no further action

was being taken concerning her recent repetition of those
allegations. The Legat's Office concluded that either the
Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the memoranda ’

o meS MC“‘(V‘.':A) *
to Charles Thomas Qr that he did not recall them. (FBI

Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4, JFK Document No. )

— e — i - e
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Charles Thomas wrote Judi=257=3969 that "he got
no reaction from Nathan Ferris and Wipéton Scott" regarding
his memorandum of December'25,w1965. (state Departmént&
Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary of

s memecandonm st<ted T’l\‘j_@g
O Prs vt Deputy Chief

State, July 25, 1969).
of Mission, Clarence Boonstra (State Dept.) who was #r
féaéége of Affairs at the time of the John F. Kennedy
assassination and subsequent Oswald investigation told him
that Oswald had not been in Mexico on the date given .for

{rvr‘k‘-(‘/ '{"'J hon {‘L&f é‘{v\e,/ "
the party. Boonstra atso—stated—theat the—informant had:

changed her story. Thomas fussher ﬁ%é%é that even when
he reiterated that Elena had not changed her story but
that rather she had now given a more accurate account,
Boonstra stated that the date was wrong and dismissed
.the whole affair. (IBID. P- 2§§§§he Legat's Office in

T “rhamds Y Letter asScrted
Mex1co City repl?éd that Thomas' office had been advised
by memoranda dated December 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966
that since Elena Garro's allegations had previously been
investigated without substantiation, no further action
was being taken’concerning her recent repetition of those
allegations. The Legat's Office concluded that either the
Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the memoranda

ceceivih

to Charles Thomas or that Thomas did not recall them. (FBI

Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4, JFK Document No. )

MWW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 13
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— S
: ///»LJL‘“ )
P Subsequent to December 25, 1965, Thomas wrote in
(} ‘ the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had found her calendar
and had reconstructed the date of the party as late
/(U‘ September not early September. Wheri Thomas went to
\}ﬁ)~ Ferris' office and informed himj; Ferris replied that

Elena had given the late S?ptember>date when she had
prﬂ» originally reported her s{ory at the American Embassy.
However, Mr. Ferris explained that someone who had been

at the party had stated that there were no Americans ,( ftﬁ 2
D’ i

there. Mr. Fertis did not reveal that Ario Alejandro

/.

(SN .
Lavagnini Sténius Ferris had provided this information. ALM{\jty

-

NS, A
Mr.uFegfzs gﬁg;;;ted that it was not necessary for Thomas

to ?g;sue the matter since he considered the Oswald case

cloéed and had heard all the rumors before. (IBID.)

The Legal Attache, Mr. Ferris wrote in his September

=7
”////”§agmemorandume-that he did not tell Mr. Thomas that someone
bon A et Deay

&vaﬁﬁ else who was atéfhe party had stated that there weze—no g
R akd vl e~k pedemon il MJ-"""""'-J . ‘
*fkd L}J,Americanaifﬁggéz:jFBI Report, 9/30/69, . 4 JFK No. )

\J’Jl
Vz 30 Mr. Ferris also wrote that he had told Thomas that it

P

Lol would not be necessary for him to pursue the matter any
/{F\S NS . , &t ) sl
i further since Elena's story had been heard-before, investigatedpf'v
N o worate Hhad ke A2t Thomes Hof |

o~
N
\ZMﬁ without being substantiated .and-was—econstdered—a—closed
?A}:' Clens s sheg wes conlidened a elisod 13sve Aot dhet e OswALD €cu € & ef-sed

g skssaes> (IBID.) .
Nm

That there had been no Americans at the party puzzled
{;{ Ao W Ldu e« XL Sl o . e Sy )“*‘j(?_,?(
b 70/ (hove o Ab»¢J o (T s wrvdae
O~ e Y u-»-»-li- . Ty L'u%J.%,.'T e
Arrg vagr. Tl okl »pptass 7“\1007(.,‘,/ gouv opon 2.

\ e

.\\’_
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The Legal Attache, Mr. Ferris wrete—indriz=September
) Lorther

30 - memoraEndum—--that he did not tell Mr. Thoﬁas that someone
else who was at the party had stated that there wefe no
Americans there. (FBI Report, 9/30/69, p. 4 JFK No. )
Mr. Ferris also wrote that he had told Thomas that it

would .not be necessary for him to pursue the matter any

further since Elena's story had been heard before.and investigated

without being substantiated. He wrote that he told Thomas that
Elena's story was considered a closed iséue'not that the Oswald

case was closed. (IBID.)

That there had been no Americans at the party puzzled

NW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 21




~ EJL First Draft
v Page 19

Thomas. He had assumed that Elena could have

clearly been mistaken about the identity of the Americans
she saw there, but never doubted that she had seen some
Americans. Themas wrote that he had never dlscussed\the

o

e

?jfb uﬁj - Oswald case w1tths. Guerrero de Galvan but that her

X asud grown son had tolékhim that he was convinced that his
"J Y

/ mother had seen Lee Harvey Oswald+ (State Department:

Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary

|

emo to the Ambassador regarding Elena. (Memo to the
Ambassaddr from the Legal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578;
WX-7241 Entry #429, p. 94, CIA #721.) (This is one of

the memos the Legal Attache refers to in the Sept. 30, 1969

%

7 memé] It reported that Elena and her daughter were inter-

,Le .
¢/ viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964. The %emo said that
~
K]
¢ theyfurnlshedlnformatlon similar to that in Thomas'
(J)\/ ,(,vz(l_l/g)-)l*kaé

12/10/65 memo. The Fegat memo gees—en—to—say- "Inquiries

conducted at that time, (November '64) however, failed to
bsubstantiate thé allegations made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and
her daughter. 1In view of the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz'
allégat}ons have been previously_checked out without
substantiation, no further action is being taken concerning

her recent repetition ‘of those allegations." (IBID.)

' Sdec(mml .
Jin Scott’w a notel to Anne Goodpasture(on this
One Losir Atally v ¥ o note on

AR O

jf\Sté{;, July 25, 1969). '/ngégijiiijzlj
) On December 27, 1965 the Legal Attache a
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memo. The note says, "Can we send in a report to
Headquarters 'dismissing' our cable?" Goodpasture
responded, "done." (IBID.)
Segl4
The cable being dismissed is Mexi 5621 (see—above).
The next entry in Oswald's Mexican file is a cable

written by Ann Goodpasture (Memo from Mexico City to

the Director, 12/29/65, (Mexi 5741, CIA #575; WX-7241 Entry
T A
#430, p. 94, CIA #721.)  The—eable report’e. Lhe Legat

interview and the failure\ to substantiate Elena's stor¥4£;

The cable promises to keep Headquarters advised if any
further information is developed. (IBID.)
C;n—the“frlé LICOOKIE's 10/5/64 memo 1s attached to
vE;:;~5Eif_ffﬁiilégﬁ§ziégi:éXplalns this byzsaytﬁg in a
¥ marginal comment, "This document by LICOOKIE was not in
\i}} (Oswald's file), but was copied. from (a project file)
and attached to‘Mexi 5741, 29 Dec. 65." (IBID.)
j7(//ji note é%g;gg;é to this cable by Allen White stated
"I don't know what FBI did in Nov 64, but thevGarro's
have been talking about”this for a long time and she is
said to be extrémely bright.ﬁ Ann Goodpasture wrote ﬁhat
the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstantiated but
that "we will try to confirm or refute Mrs. Garro de Paz's
information and follow up." Win Scott wrote,,"She_iS'also
" 'nuts'." (IBID; CIA #574)
‘*0})\\ On 1/9/66 Cha e‘/Thomas wrote another memo about
} P a conversation with 1&na. (Memo of ConVersation;,l/9/66,

L
q" X‘ ‘\,\-k XJ \« Ng_»l’o
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CIA #573; WX-7241, Entry #451, p. 95, CIA #722.) This

/

memo reported tha ;Elena said that Victor Rico Galan had

\
told her that Euseblp Azcue was "one of t most powerful

N\

men in Cuba." Elena éaid that Azczi/y S a Spanish Cuban
Wa

who had fought in the Spanish ?ig;' r and, by his own

N

admission, had served at that f£ime as a French intelligence

agent.

The above mentioried memo i» attached to a State

+ Department Memo ;fj96/;A-727 to Department of State from

Amembassy, Mexic /" 1/22/66, CIA No. 572; WX-7241 Entry
#451, p. 95, A #722/) This memo reporgs that Victor
Rico Galan #s a Spanish born Mexican journ iist who has
been one /"of the most prolific and ardént ap bgists for
Castro's Cuba in Mexico."

On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture sent Thomas'
memo to the Cuban section with an attached note asking
them to check whether Elena was "seen creating such a
disturbance as they claimed in front of the Cuban
Embassy." (Note from Ann Goodpasture to "Cubans",
2/3/66, CIA No.'579;’WX—7241,_Entry 428, p. 94, CIA #721.)

One Cuban section officer responded, "No bells

ring with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The

third officer wrote "No pictures either." (IBID.) . There

is no indication that the penetration agents in the Cuban

ey VI
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Embassy were queried about this. (IBID.)] 'That there are

nable—since Elena claimed fhat the

\;&Q) event happened: 1l.) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m. when

w . "the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically
C@ surveilled; and 2.) the "disturbénce" occured inside the

& \ Cuban compound. HSCA Examination of the CIA Cuban Embassy
£§~ | photographic surveillance showed no surveillance on 11/23/63.
(Classified Summary of Staff Review of CIA Documents,
undated, P. 3, CIA #763;£]

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
Ambassador regarding the Garros allegations. (Memo from
Legat to Ambassador, 2/23/66, CIA #571; WX-7241 Entry #455,
p. 95, CIA #722.) This memo reports that "extensive investi-
gation" failed to.disclose that Oswald had traveled to
Mexico prior to September 26, 1963 and that no information
had developed that would show that he had not been in
New Orleans in the early part of that month. The memo
reﬁgézté that no further action was being taken by the
FBI because her allegations had not been substantiated.
(IBID.) A marginal comment by this entry in WX-7241 says,
"How can it be ascertained that Oswald did not travel
to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63? There must be some
basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced Fo

Thomas' 12/25/65 memo.)
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m A o oL M "qM‘

On 7/13/66 Charles Thomas wrote another memo.”

(Memorandum of Conversation by Charles Thomas, 7/13/66,‘?ip‘

CIA #565; WX-7241, Entry 460, p. 96, CIA $#723.) o
e T WW )
Elena had received an invitation to visit Cuba

from Ambassador Joaquin Hernandez Armas. She gave W%

Thomas two letters to support the claim. She said the v

letters had been delivered to her home by a driver from fyr/ﬂ'

the Cuban Embassy. The envelopes gave her address as
Vermont 38. Because of her stay at the Hotel Vermont

she saw the letters as a threat and was frightened.

-mwThomas~a£so~reperted~that~Ele», ad recently run

On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo ﬁo
the CIA/COS reporting that a reliable confidential
.9’ informant had réported that the records of the Hotel Vermont
\”{y disclosed that "Elena Paz, housewife from San Luis Potosi"
NA ~ had registered at the Hotel Vermont on November 23, 1963.
L‘ "'She left on Novémber 30, 1963. The memo said that "the
fFQg above individual‘gay br may not be identical with Elena
Garro de Paz." (Memo from Legat to Winston Scott, 10/13/66,
ﬁﬁf? CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry #466,vp. 98, CIA #725; Thomas'
7/13/66 memo.) |

e o i
A QJU// 7.
" ;)CA
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Wrwja' , - Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memo said, "She (Elena)

/QPV}/ and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.

Fﬂ;dj / She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends
_4 w(j, of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by
FMM Charles Thomas, 12/25/65, p. 3, CIA #582.)
fﬁ/' The entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX-7241
%ﬁ bore the notation "This is what Elena claimed and no one
4A/j§ would believe her." (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725.)
} i

P -+ 2/7/67 Charles Thomas wrote another memo. —
W“W.
k*’ 40”(Memorandum g

Ve told Thomas that Hor

Conversation, 2/7 CIA #563.) Elena

uran presently worked for Joaqyin

=

Cisneros, the priwvdate Secreta

of Mexican President Diaé
—
a says that Horatio Duran T tly ‘ th

1
s to order the Gobernacion to grant an entry visa |\

Ordaz. E1

1UbJ ' Cisne

for the son of Eusebio Azcue. (IBID.) 

e ————mem S

No further reports on Elena's story were_geherated
until 1969 Qhen'charles Thomas was "selected out."
("Selected out" isa phrase used when an officer is retired
after having been in one grade for the maximum period of
time and is not considered qualified for promotion to a
higher grade). Then, he wrote a letter and memorandum
to the Secretary of State saying, "Since I was the Embassy
Officer in Mexico who assigned this intelligence information,

I feel a responsibility for seeing it through to its final
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evaluation." (State Dept.: Letter from Charles Thomas to
William Rogers, Secretary of State, July 25, 1969. 1In the
letter, Mr. Thomas also writes, "whereas the FBI has
discounted Elena Garro's allegations, the CIA is still
considerably disturbed by them." (IBID.) The Legat's
office in response wrote that Alan White from the CIA had
indicated that he was aware of Elena's unreliability.
(FBI report, 9/30/69, p. 7, JFK Document No. )

The Legat's office further wrote that the concept that
every person who passes on to another government agency
information relating to matters within the jurisdiction
of that agency has the responsibility and authoritj

to review and evaluate the action taken by that agency

is, of course, untenable. (IBID.)
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House Select Committee on Assassination

Investigation of Elena Garro's Allegations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations

investigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews
W/ and personal interviews. The Committee requested and

ﬂv) reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State DepartmenéﬂFiles, when
égéﬁﬁfJEAutﬁz;fiii;ted, on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,

: [Manuel Calvillo, Noé W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,
wo)f \*| victor Rico}Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran,
prﬁfd‘ Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue,

Mi)ﬁpjuﬁand Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file

}
L’y»}f contained information on her allegations. Though all the-
a;}pwJ( names listed above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz'
/dp/} story, not one of their files included a reference to

A/NV1 Elena Garro de Paz. o
c}ﬂ‘pbfy Furthermore, the House Select Committee on Assassina-

tions requested and rev1ewed the Central Intelligence L/“‘ij
o oo
Agency's LICOOKIE I, LICHANT I,(LIRING 3, LIHUFF I and qetf7
. ’ - e l" . J
TICHBORN flIé§T“‘Oepe again not one of the files included cygLuv‘
IS ) . SIvr
d‘mentlon \ of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select oA
Committee on Assassinations learned that LICOOKIE I was & ‘
June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. sy @ 7

The Committee also learned that LICHANT I was Manuel Calvillo

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a hotel the day
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e
s el

following the assassination. He also told Elena that

Sylvia Duran had been arrested before &t was public

knowledge. (. &4 (tj, feef led AD

In Since a file review -legd—newhere, the Committee
rf ] ' . el ueonelot €, .
decided to arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Duran,

Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacio Duran, Ruben Duran,
LYnn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. The
Mexican Government informed us that Elena and Elenita
Garro _had disappearéd in 1968 during the student uprisings
andigégenever returned to Mexico. The officials stated
that Elena and her daughter mighf be in Spain. (See Mexico
City Procedural Write-up Trip 1.) Emilio Carballido
could not be found. The others were interviewed between
June 1 and Juﬁe 6,>l978.
Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran, and Horatio
Duran all étated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attend any of the twist parties at the
Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serratos,
. 6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff
Interview of Lydia Durah, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No.
; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Nivarro,

. 6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Inter-

v

view of Horatio Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document

No. )

When Sylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro
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ever attended twist parties at the Duran homes, she=stmted
;;at she recalled Elena attending one twist party at

. Ao b W
Ruben's home in 1963 when sd& returned to Mexico from
France. (HSCA Staff Interview of Sylvia Triado Bazan,
6/6/70, p. 90, JFK, Document No. ) All the Durans
denied that Lee Harvéy Oswald had attended any party at

one of their homes.:

The Committee next asked the Central Intelligence,

KA \A// ulﬂ
Agency to prcviég—fcr interviews &£ LICHANTI (Manuel

Calvillo), LICOOKIEI (June Cobb), along—we%h—a—&tst—of
e baey Lvw ot fy b fed L

other assets that—might—fretp—cltear the Lee Harvey Oswald‘/
trip to Mexico City. ( 7
The Agency declined to aid the Committee. b+ “4ﬂ‘44L

e S
2 A P ey =2

The Committee decided to return to Mexico and

‘attempt to locate the individuals. The Mexican govern-

ment told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a

"tourist permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she

entered Mexico through Nuevo Lareda She asked, but was

denied, permission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico.

On June 21, 1948, she received a courtesy permit, number
25556 She disappeared in 1954 and never returned to

Mexico. (See Procedural Writeup Trip 2 Mexico Clty) The

Commltte?:f§§§§>the 1nformatlon-1s 1ncorrect.-’ﬁ§;VJﬁ§%/L fenowr LN

Cobb was also in Mexico from 1961 through 1966. (CIA

M’M
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o Jp Lpeao 2T o e
/\/\eau ‘A W&.

Repoft, 1965, June Cobb File, 201 No. | )

The Mexican government told the Committee that
Manuel Calvillo did not live at Cu@htemoc 877-5 as the
Committee had stated. Their agents in charge had spoken
to the superintendent at the apartments for the past
twenty-five years who said that no Manuel Calvillo had
ever . resided there. When Committee staffers gave the
Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans
gave the same answers. (See Procedural Write Mexico City
Trip 2) The Committee is quite certain that Mr. Calvillo
lives at this address since it acquired the address from

(

a recent CIA document.

| ) N p”‘ Ll . ‘
Y ol M;f “oprh / D se

The Committee believes that there is a possibility

that the Mexican government received orders from the
Central Intelligence Agency to net‘ETH’TE/ (See: Procedural

o Write-Up Mexico City Trip 2)./’The Committee did interview

Noc W. Palomares who told the Committee that "Elena was
R < : .
s@ brilliant that anything she imag@d became real."

(\
LS
NS
«

(See HSCA Staff Interview of Noc W. Palomares, 8/10/78, p.

1, JFK Document No.

<

RSRY

N

N
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ment No. 10016) The publisher stated that Ms. Garro

was living in the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. The

Committee staffer telephoned the Hotel.in Spain and spoke

to the manager who told him that Ms. Garro had moved out.

(HSCA Staff Contact Report, 7/7/78, JFK Document No.

On July 14, 1978 a Committee staffer xecalled _her publisher
+0 Contuet

Jdms told b#m that—he—should—call the Mex1can Embassy
u/j,ﬁJL‘-v

: : (e g Lo

in Madrld, Spain. _,He’stated that gél her checks were hatatad
/1—6 jcavr— ErmbgSs Clena Lot

sent thgse because sLe:ﬂﬁs:&e:paxanoid—ehae—she'did not

even trust her publisher with her address. (HSCA Staff

Contact Report, 7/14/78, JFK Document No. 9950{}§g£e Com-

mittee staffer called the Mexican Embassy in Madrid,

Spain and spoke to Adolfo Padilla, an employee who stated

that when Elena Visited the Embassy a couple of weeks
£k K
(etricve oree b ke

c3 Cff
before to miselemup a' Checksshe looked financially poor{}HlAi*S:é?ﬁ¢n

iRepe
. Dac vt
He stated that when he asked Elena her new address she

declined to give one, stating that she would return every
few weeks to pick up checks and mail. The staffer left
the Committee's‘number and a message asking Elena to tele-.
phone the Committee collect. (HSGA;Staff—CﬁﬁEEE€_§EﬁEF“,

)

8/31/787;JFK Document No-
On September 5, 1978, Elena Garro called the

Committee staffer. When the staffer explained that the

Committee wished to talk to her in person ahd would pay

both her daughter's and her travel from Spain, Ms. Garro
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asked why she should believe the:staffer was who he claimed.
The staffer asked Ms. Garro to call back collect in the
next few days when he could explain to her when and to
whom she could go in the American Embassy to pick ﬁp a
letter from the Committee explaining when and why we
wanted to see her. (HSCA Staff Contact Report, 9/5/78,

JFK Document No. v ) The letter was written and

arrangements were made with the American Embassy in Spain

so that Elena could e letter. (See attached

letter: also, HSCA Staff Contact Report, 9/5/78, JFK Do-
cument No. )

¢(4 On Septembef 7, 1978, Elena Garro called the

<YJ '}\ Committee staffer and asked when the letter would arrive.
RS The Committee staffer explained that the letter should
A be picked up on Monday, September 11, 1978 from George
S“Ug ‘Phelan, the Counsellor” for Consular Affairs at the Ameri-

~ o can Embassy. Ms. Carro stated that she would pick ﬁp

f7°b the letter and follow our suggestions. (HSCA Staff
i Contaét Report,.9.7/78, JFK Document No.
pj;u” . Ms. Garro never picked up the letter. (HSCA Staff
;3 Contact Report, 9/15/78, JFK Document No. )

K”J 4*‘ The Committee, hoping she would pick up the letter before
her flight date, proceeded to purchase tickets for. both
Elena and her daughter. (HsSCA Staff Contact Report,

9/12/78, JFK Document No. ) Elena never picked

NW 66000 Docld:32271440 Page 34

%



EJL First Draft
Page 32

up the tickets at the airport. (HSCA Staff Contact Report,

9/15/78, JFK Document No. )2“Committee never

regained contact with her.

;
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