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Biography 53 i
3 sthony uw“wﬁ - -

Elena Garro de Pazawas born of Spanish parents in Hed

- 4- w & w - .
. * CA;'FI edj(ﬂé‘g::pkyv‘b:‘t -?.: epr-r. Pd-l'tJ b 1
Puebla, Mexico on December 11, 1917. Ms. Garro attended ebhaclss

the National Autonomous University of Mexico and later o td
did graduate work at Berkley in Célifornia and at the
University of Paris. In>1963, Elena had long been marriéd

to Octavio Paz, a career diplomat who is also one of

Mexico's. K finest péets and leading intellectuals. When

Octavié was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple
separated by mutual consent. Elena's daughter, also

named Elena, has always resided with her mother.

Since Elena spent seventeen years of her early

life in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity

about her native land and had a reputation for being one
if its more articulate detractors. At the same time, Elena i
was considered emotionally committed.to many aspects of %
Mexican life and made an important contribution to its

artistic development.

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer.

are plays that have had appreciative  audiences in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexico.
Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called

" La Semana de Colores. The Literacy'Supplemenﬁ of the London

Times has called her novel, Los Recuerdos de Porvenir, "a

| NW 66000 Docld:32271443 Page 4
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EJL First Draft
e

<

splendid success." Critics have said of her: ."For
Elena Garro, there is no frontier between reality and
fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality--
perhaps more intense-- to which one may penetrate without
paséport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of
a literature fired with passion, flavor and life."[:Many
people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier
between reality and fantasy ié also difficult ?Ff her to
oo Eleas Gane de far

distinguish in real life. [Biegeaphy D=te Fromprcpared by charles Thmes |

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in

@ .
the Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC), the agrarian

arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

was a tireless propagandist anc agitator on behalf of the
poorer Mexican peasants, she was on close personal terms
with and enjoyed the respect of peasant leaders. from all
over the country. C.Jwé[)

Elena was considered a witty, urbane and opinionated
woman with an unflagging sense of humor; Her forthright
oginions and sharp wit tended on occasion to ruffle feathers
in Mexico, but hér important social, literacy, and political
connections rendered her fairly immune from serious counter-
attack until 1968. Then, Ms. Garro was forced to flee the

country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba

Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strikes.
Thle House Seclret Committee on, Assassinations has been wnable 4+

determine +he exact reasen M& Garrs had Sn 4‘""“2 Mexico .

- NV 66000 Docld:32271443 Page 5
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EJL First Draft
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Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was
well disposed toward the United States and had been
friendly with Embassy officers. Her broad range of signifi-
cant personal friends, the views of many important to the

AmericankEmbassy, made her a useful EmbassygEifEEE;> Through- -

out the early 1960's she was carried as a target in the

bEmbassy's Youth Program.

American Embassy employees dealing with Elena

believed.that despite her access to the underground happenings

in Mexico, ncding peasarrt—unes ree ed
)@ while She reperted £eegeratl
to romanticize developments in—reportimg—en—them made it
—‘fb eda(u g""c Wer oderall C(cdil-;(:+:’.
difficult as—d termine tegree—c

[ A ’\os¢-¢ul Eemnbass +~r3e+‘ Vs o @«.r_sov\ deemed ."""f”"'"‘* R

vt (aesevd slquia banel S

cwouﬁ\'\- 173—"'1'\“’““‘ haaid

Cric
either \,f.-\'-("-u-) or uwnuiddin 31 % P

e\mb.—.ssy ofBcis (5-1

'@
~

e locccdoddieials “+v mert "F"‘?"’"‘+ C"n‘h‘ct
l
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ofafuy (L rofiz)ey prens , CIA # S0 WxT24), p.87, C/A

rf7173 ' ’ -
The story is not as detailed as the 10/5/64 vers1on. _ |

There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan. The

story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs from the
previous story in two areass The party was at the Cuban
. Embassy not at Ruben Duran'si Elena talked to a Cuban i ,\

:fEr;b;s*s; OfflClal not one of her cou51ns about the three |

Americans.
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Elena:was questioned regarding_the identity of other
persons attending the'pértQ at the Ruben Duran home who
might have been in a position to observe the three Americans.
Elena stated that in the course of the party her daughter
met a yaﬁﬁg man named "Alejandro" at the party and danced

Cibid g3
with him. He was apparently quite smltten with the

daughter and t:%ed to call her on several occasions after
C.bd@3

the party. The daughter did not take the calls and as

a result "Alejandro" wrote several letters to the daughter.

Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters, as well as a

I

business card which identified the young man as Ario Alejandro

A

1 iavagnini Stenius. (iBID§2§>‘

S
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The letter which Ms. Garro said was the first
written by the young man to her daughter bore the date
September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office postmark
September 2, 1963. When Ms. Garro was told this she

commented that ﬁrobabl the Communists haée facilities

for falsifying postcards. (IBID)

To nvestigate Ms. Garro's storz,)the Federal

T
Bureau interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius on

November 27, 1964. (IBIDf? ﬁava%nini recalled that there
were approximately thirty people at the Ruban Duran-party,
few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexican girl
who had recently returned from living in France. He was \
unable to fix the date of the party, but felt it was
probably early in September because of a heavy rain which
occurred as they were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m.

(IBID. p. 4)

Li “

Lavagnini noted no Americans present at this party;
He was familiar With the appearance of Lee Harvey Oswald
because of publicity following the assassination of President
Kennedy but otherwise had no knowledge of him and had never
seen him except for riews photographs follow1ng the §; sas %}na—

tlon (IBID E 4)

)“Lm‘-'-"—%-néj
There is no indication on the document that this

A

information was given to the Central Intelligence Agency's

Mexico City Station.

Tht  atlak o g ahus
ngﬁ wﬁj MMM

“~ T . ) o
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On 12/10/65 Charles Thomas, a political officer
at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a
conversation with Elena Garro de Paz. (CIA #586~587,
WX-7241 Entry No. 425, pP. 91, CIA No. 718.) The meeting
with Elena had been about other matters but she mentioned

knowing Oswald. Thomas noted that she was reluctant to

talk but did. Crb'd)

Elena's story reported here is the same, but with
' dated IOIS‘/L‘I
more details, as that given 1n the LICOOKIE Memo. She
Tose Scsos (a Fricad of Reben )"‘“’)
said that General Clark Flores, Silvia Duran, Eusebio
((;tin Consul in Merico Ciby ("F“' Commenist w.iber $ricmd o & t+a Deranms
Azcue, Emilio Carballido, and a Latin American Negro man
(.umﬂ:"‘"l' ed)

with red hair were at the party. A marginal comment by this
entry in WX-7241 says, "How did Elena know about a red-haired
Negro?" Elena also told Thomas.that she had later learned
that Silvia Duran had been "Oswald's mistress while he

was there." (A note by this entry in WX-7241 says "How

>

did Elena Garro know about Siivia being the mistress of
o :

Oswald?? This is lQGSJ

'ASSr.s?"f 1‘4&\‘-3/3 /uowu,-x [ a‘,b,v MMI-‘J-S ;fnllﬂ('li t—-—&- .;1' -f“e |
crA-f'Lc e Aolect M,m Gosars D }_,M__.__,L&
‘ ﬂ L INC /3 e M et

‘ | om] Gy

P

Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had
T L3 |
gone to the Cuban Embassy &n November 1963, Gnecmimtde

ond " h insults at
shouted "assasins" and other
: ‘[(.IA # <8L-5%7, Wx7zYI €ntey o uzs, P, cth No, 7!3]

the Embassy employees. Shs&é&y—afﬁff:thiftf?efﬁift a

friend, Manuel Calv1llo, an official in the Gobernacion,

took her and her daughter to a small hotel in the center

I

o ’ : ’
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(ibh)
of Mexico City. They were kept there for eight days !
. }
CI‘,;J) !
under the pretext that they were in danger. Elena

claimed to have told Calvillo that she wanted to tell

(b é
her story to the American Embassy. Calvillo dissuaded

her by telling her that the American Embassy was full

( v b J) . R
of Communist spies. Elena said that some of the other

people who had been at the party were taken to Veracruz

bid;
. " s M
~.-where they were "protected" by Governor Lopez Arias.f Jk s
s e to dhcirni Py ./W..i, Z wmr. Pyt 4%

She'sald that Ruben Duran, reportedly "protected" by

General Clark Flores, was very prosperous and was driving

a big éar L c/A® SeccsE1, Ur-T141, Entrypeqis, P9I, CLAN ne)

Elens alse

» ::Hu, . .‘9.;:5 sassinet: A,o;vg .
K fliay WKennedy
] e

R

et / 1

, iilf-jl‘i(-f'. Sec bele

. o ) - H‘
<5;; COos wrote a  note on the memo which says: "What '
an imagination she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?"\
The Officer replied, "Suggest sending. There have been
stories around town about all this, and Thomas is not
only person she has talked to...If memory serves me, didn't
LICOOKIE refer to Oswald and the local leftlsts and Cubans

in one of her squlbs?" (CIA No. 588, note from S@)to C0s.)

L

S N - ) - - rs
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The cable é&f& that Elena's

|

§ 3
i
b

. . _"_//—-——.—;; - . .
~—~———————story would be checked with LICHANT/1, against the pro-

duction from the Cuban surveillance operation "and other

: (J.a)"’cv\
sources." (IBID.) Scott wrote, next to the routing

iﬁdications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas @fﬂéﬁyzw
if he'll "follow-up". Get questions from Anne G. Please
let's discuss. Thanks."

After the December 10 memorandumﬂ%onversations/
Winston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris. (Legal
Attache) called C. Thomas for a meeting. They asked him
to get a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's story. At
this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI
had full responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas

to William P. Rogers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. # )

e e et it et et o e e b A e e =
[

I
i
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’Thomas met with Elena again on December 25, 1965.
The same date he wrote a memorandum of conyersation which

restatement of

provided a much more detailed
Ms. Garro's allegedvencoﬁnter with Lee Harvey Oswald and€
subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580~583; WX-7241, Entry
#427, p. 92, CIA #719)

Elena admitted that she had spoken to two men aiﬁwadw

the Embassy " (presumably from the Legal Attache's Office)." (/bid : -

v. o
The mectiaq occvered o~ Nav.24,15¢
€ \ene Sh; said that she did not tell them the.%ﬁggg'story
because "the Embassy officers did not give much credence
-5&3
+° ““‘I‘H';“] she and Elecnita Sarv J ("b Citia pNos. S 8o~

Ui~

G2, Entry H 427, p92, o A fm;{)

|

P

She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's
'home.c ghe was unclear- about the date of the party. h‘it
was a few days before the Soviet Astronaut, Gagarin,
visited Mexico; she thought that this would put the party

¢ By ‘)
around September 2 or 3, 1963. She believed that the party

was on a M??day cr Tuesday because it was an odd night for
Ll—;d

Elena could not check her.

calender to refresh her memory at the time of the 1nterv1ew

because the calender was in.a desk that had been stored

away. Cibid)

s e

N ﬁﬁ%ﬁ}xﬂocld:lﬂ?ﬂm ‘Page 15




During the conversation Elena described Oswald

i .(,(Lé!:m)- .
and his companions. The man who she thought was Oswald

('ﬁlﬁ)
wore a black sweater. She said he was quiet "and stared a

lot at the floor." mg;e of his companions "was very tall
and slender and had long blond hair which hung across his
foreheadf. He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding
chin.“'uéhe other companion was also tall, with short,

light brown hair and no #Zafsley distinguishing characteristics.(ibid)

The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other
(',L,’.J)

~guests. Elena saw the same three men on the street the

next day. (IBID.)
Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,
Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital,

~ Co ) ) 7

NW 66000 ‘Docld:;’rﬂﬂm ‘Page 16




" that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claims converted Horatio

Vo

EJL First Draft
Bags=13

a young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico,

(obid)
and several other people were at the party. She said

Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos,

o +tend
were supposed to be at the party but did not ekese=up.

(IBID ) l'¢1¢£
€ l-«n& GMJ et

Zhe red-haired man and Emilio Carballido were not
at the party that Oswald attended but at another party

where Carballido and Azcue ??t into a heated argument
IJ
about President Kennedy. "They came to the conclusion

that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena

was not clear on whether this party was before or after

tlle ar t Whe]: et l ,L‘ H'V‘t Salecf Coman. +fece B
k s been uu;hl(. -+ Ccan$iC~ Phe e .;-‘- ann., E.schio At c ve ;kh‘, *Ls+ + J J ll‘ °‘<¢,ri
& [ s

Z‘) t,dwm Atrve + Caviallids
Elena said that Carballido "is a known Castro

bd)
agent in Mexico." After the assassination he spent a year
. ¢ """D . . . .
in Cuba. He then got a job teaching at Rutgers University

- e - bee~
vialz{gugp ‘1_)3'. Jose. Vasquez ‘Hﬂ... fl (b 4) The Hovse Seleet Copm tfee hes

Elena rec- 4:ra‘|'¢é she
Zhe incident at the Cuban Embassy, where £rena and

her daughter shouted "assassins", etc., at the Embassy
g .

employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00
bid)
p.me Elena and Elenita were driven to the Cuban Embassy

by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by their behavior. (b

This occured before they had seen photographs of Oswald <5j)
HS Car(" ela: med "‘L""

Later-a%gt day they were visited by Manuel Calv1llo
in < Y skcv¥L~4« Y

who told them that they were in serious danger from the

Communists. and that he would take them to a small hotel;

. ) r
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-4
(b
where they would be safe, for a few days. Elena said

she trusted and believed Calvillo because he was a

HLF 1Can C..‘(f“(

shemumedon I**Hle was
Mo M ..yhf'f' Iun‘-1f<" ;

also a friend of Noe Palomare andnqgstavo Diaz Ordaz LLJ)
presd e
Cali¥villo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia

known undercover agent for the

Duran had been arrested. Duran's arrest was not public

on Naovewber 23,19L 3 )
information at—the—time. (164

Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so thet sem¢
dcfﬁuhdwzshe took Thomas to the 'section of Mexico City where she
thought it wasbeThey found the hotelf”ugt was the Vermont
Hotel, Calle Vermont-29.b‘E}ena salid that she assumed
that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or friends.¢.6:d)

They stayed at the hotel until the following Friday, Nov.

. T O:Ct"“é/"v’/l'l >
30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. ¢ bid) ( Se uﬁqéﬁﬁﬁéﬁk% 4

[ . ‘ s JL‘-" é_k,«c.-l' Elca: +a
e&‘““uymile ey were at the hotel they saw the photos

of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben
. ' (,\,'-J)
Duran's party. WHen Calvillo visited them at the hotel

Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the
ho\J( )
American mmbassyJ Calvillo dissuaded her by stating
b,_)) € l¢ae St“f‘d Het
that the Amerlcan Embassy was full of" Communlsts. Mhen
ghe ‘
Elenra returned te=her home, guards were posted outside.C4)

=

ehnx‘luﬂCéhﬂfter she returned home Eéeﬁa saw her sister,
who ﬂdt"h\é!““"’
Deba Guerrera) Deha had a&eo come to the same conclusion.

: ,c&‘d
Deba was "terrifiedaﬁ JApproximately

~
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EJL, First Draft

two months after the assassination two "communists" hae

ves&%eé—eeba—and—eh?eétened her never to reveal that
o (",.é>
she had been to a party with Oswald. Deba, consequently,

would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell
her storysea Msv-2v,1%cf, (:5:4)

Elena said that a few days after the assassination
Emilio Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and

"kept them out of the way ?ntil the initial shock of the
Qb'é ctbce has been onable
assassination wore off." The Houee Select Comeithe

con £irm S-bares's allegation:

(e, . .
Elena also gégﬁéthat shortly after the assassination

4

an American named June Cobb spent several days in her

- ( biddohe sk TR '

house. Ms. Cob; had been sent to Elena by a mutual friend,
bid

Eunice odio.

p losrnnn . . : . O 7

While Ms. Cobb was at Elema's house she expressed an interest
| Cu,:e') gisH*1 Clias oncnignd)

in the Kennedy assassination. Debg got drunk eme—might

and told Ms. Cobb the entire story? Ms. Cobb wanted them
L.‘,:d
to go to the American authorities. Claiming to be a CIA

C b
S suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell their
.y '

stor§$* When her suggestion was rejected, Cobb said that

she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station Chief.

The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to




. i | | -
| : - ; _ »

. ’ EJL st ft

leave the Garro house; evidently because she kicked

id 1A e i e S MR e el et ¥imslon e ende T
Elena's cat.C"') et 7 3

f—ﬂ’&&‘f o ne _(:-—E,L f&«f@ was o' €r/A @sset ‘;n 17‘4, (,s:ffg ﬁ;i-)

i
1

T Tt ' . hef”  cifea !
¢leaas elaaed Ruben Duran visited Blena arewnd the end of '
- gl (CrA Nes. SKo:-3ED , Wy lqav), €atey P21, p92 , crn 1y j
January, 1964. He was worried that Oswald's visit to

[ his home might be discovered and that he might lose

» T "l"'J °
his Mexican citizenship( Ruben told Elena that it had
been Silvia who had gotten him involved with Oswald.lb.d)

Rubefi added that he was not really a communist and

. Ao - <
had opposed the assassi;ifng,(:;“%rﬁ,h D v #wdx—ﬁu:%w7.fwcﬂﬂmhwwdv
2 ok Duim, r i<

;P
Elena said that she had told her story to Noe

Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the

: ) : . . .
assassination. He advised against going to the American

Embassy and told her that if she did anything at all | ) }

. 1) Ahe Commidhec sguke
she should merely write an anonymous letter.(irJ) ‘c 7 ol .
4o Mr- Palemarces whe st deaied Hs. Cderes clarm. [ pH3cf 1nteesitw 9 HMoe Celimorss

1ﬁmma J;Elena stated that it was "common knowledge"
l/ [crh NeS.S83-SBI W w1V, €ntry ¥ q-n:;,qz
- that Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. When asked who crad g

could verify the allegation she could only remember one
. b d s S et .
person who had told her this. That person was Victor f

: . . - ¢ < - Rico Celan 5 J““-
Rico Galan, a "pro-Castro journalist," ' 4- v ot
The Comamt H(’( (uv?i el ver: C-? Ms . Carrss a lleqget -“1/&%"" D v M\

During these conversations Elena also said that //// ?

she "understood" that Oswald hq@ been in Mexico more- ‘

than once. &Eﬁ§3i5> 65'4)

b e e

7 - el e

T

e

% QC———" - - . - ) o IV ST .
KE%. ML.-O/':&v—v . Woretd e b , Tigipe 3 , @ ClA anait ;W
- %«L/ Proamer /If’wj A 1GCT.
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E—/k}5°“9;: Lercres”
Subsequent to December 25, 1965, Thomas wrote in

the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had found her calendar
'and had reconstructed the date of the party as late 42
[ CiA Nos: SO~ s wr1tY Eatrgdyar, quc,AdW{]

September not early September. When Thomas went to

Ferris' office and informed him, Ferris replied that

,.

Elena had given the late September date when she had 5 ‘) hakﬁ
¢ FEil Repet
. ] . ¢ 'Dac
originally reported her story at the American Embassy. fﬁa*s *
’((,\ow‘s
~However, Mr. Ferris explalned that someone who had been

li

at the party had stated that there were no Americans L
N tail M Themes
there. Mr. Ferris did not revezl that Ario Alejandro .,

i

Lavagnini Stenius Ferris had provided this information&épe~ £ )
Mr. Ferris suggested that it was not necessary for Thomas
to pursue the matter since he considered the Oswald case

[FBi Repors, sefed , p0-3Y
closed and had heard all the rumors before. (£23p-.)

|
|
g SEK Dic A j}
\
]
i
J

| The s 4500 digent foarnhok € Ho same 1) -
A ey p He Choko Thones A
WW% W%ﬂdfﬂvbwwgmm
R A e B A
M% e primnndins 9 covemhrs Ui feotl pires
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ﬁl% EC'V‘MO‘) S& SK’);&_‘)}('-’&;“:
7/

@M7m~*4r7,¢ G C1A %,7

N

NW 66000 Docld:32271443 Page 21 | / -



w

Dece nber 27, [9es LLetAL ATracH e HerMdo To
JVTEP sTHES Ke
The  AM6kssR DR R B no- Georeo .

st~

On December 27, 1965 the Legal Attache wEete a

memo to the Ambassador pega@dgag—ﬂéeﬂa. Memo to the
dor, Ic
Ambassador from the -Legal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578;

WX-7241 Entry #429, p. 94, CIA #721.)

FEhe. i reported7that Elena and her)daughter were inter-
—_—
viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964}
E’fua + her davsh for
Ly furnished information similar to that in Thomas'
Bed £ rthen stated
'12/10/65 memo. The kegat memo gees—om—to—say "Inquiries

' conducted at that time, (November '64) however, failed to

The memo said that

substantiate the allegations-made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and
her daughter. In view of the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz'
allegatiqgs have been previously_cheéked out without
substantiation, no further action is being taken concerning

her recent repetition of those allegations." (IBID.)

eriiiandind  Hi pho Gl mem
Sﬁ, Stitzl . LIk Yamse Adck Cormmiths Jwa fsm—tomadle—dds

O"w"h ffl/&ﬂ]‘! Se( lve/n j

# O/%/V\L/ ,Ei«v—r\f-a\—ci&wu on. s | patncy /rf.a-«/v Py "Cawu
LJL‘ i Mo fw 4\3 k«-i—a,uaﬁuﬂ, "‘IM ) c/Jr@.
W W\AM aLrN, L Mewe H He Ambassage Afrow
e Legat Aftache | 1ol Cip F18 ) wr-map Sy # 435, @ G,
CiIA*" 7)/:] The cadibe U ratins & et u)wxﬁi—ub_ M ol by

Mfé-zi C&Wﬂ D)

1

“ ~ R ) r
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;jszwritten by Ann GoodpaStﬁre.“{:

The-next entry in—Oswald-s—Mexiecanm—file <=8 a cable
O De Qc’\["tr 295¢s

(Memo from Mexico City to

the Director, 12/29/65,(Mexi 5741, CIA #575; WX-7241 Entry
1A
#430, p. 94, CIA #721. The-egb;e; eportsg Qhe Legat
VJ\_(/LGL(A‘" l/(jkﬂ&g 3«#&('{5’ 1‘,(.{,_/&
interview and the éa&%uralto substantiate Elena's story.

The cable promise& to keep Headquarters advised if any

. . wget
further information gs developed. (IBID.)

$.9.%

LICOOKIE's 10/5/64 memo is attached to
this cable.. WX-7241 explains this Qgrsggﬁs@n(in a
marginal comment, "This document by LICOOKIE was not in
(Oswald's file), but was copied from (a project file)
and attached to Mexi 5741, 29 Dec. 65." (IBID.)

A note %é%%%%%%‘to this cable by Allen White stated,
"I don't know what FBI did in Nov 64, but the Garro's
have been talking about this for a long time and she is
said to be extrémely bright." Ann Goodpasture wrote ;hat
the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstantiated but
that "we will try to confirm or refute Mrs. Garro de Paz's
information and follow up." Win Scott wrote, "She is also

'nuts'." (IBID; CIA #574)

\_

PR
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L CIA TL'
kAt

_them to check whether Elena was "seen creating such a

. ghE CusAd |
- v , : JQ,(\J&(JCJ s
L On February 3, 1966- Anne Goodpasture sed#rt Thomas ' Decembes 1

memo to the Cuban section with an attached note asking

disturbance as they claimed in front of-the Cuban

Embassy." (Note from Ann Goodpasture'té "Cubans",

2/3/66, CIA No. 579; WX-7241, Entry 428, p. 94, CIA #721.)
One Cuban section officer responded;_"No belis

ring with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The

third officer wrote "No pictures either." (IBID.) K?here

is no indication that thé penetraticén agents in the Cuban
. a-‘*'_ .____\_’.——/’f“*""' \“ L

L . e alleg<tion
Embassy were queried about this. (IBID4} (That there are

no pictures is reasonable since Elena claimed that the
‘event happened: 1.) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m. when

the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically
surveilled; and' 2.) the "disturbance" occured inside the
Cuban éompoundt HSCA Examination of the CIA Cuban Embassy
photographic surveillance showed no‘surveillance on 11/23/63.
(Classified Summary of Staff. Review of CIA Documeﬁts,

undated, P. 3, CIA #763.2}

\_

<
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MW 66000

N Co- - y

Docld:32271443 Page 24



LEGAL Attucle 2/23/r;l.> M émMe O The

UV\; {"(A S*—&:‘TS Améﬂj.sacl(? [Fcﬂlfa/ NC

Clewr Chers s .ﬁ//zjmém,s .

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the

Ambassador regarding—the—Garros—attegatiens. [Fﬁemo from

Legat to Ambassador)) 2/23/66, CIA #571; WX-7241 Entry #455,

p. 95, CIA #722.:]\E§¢ssmsmo

"™
reportg“that "extensive investi-

gation" failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to

Mexico prior to September 26, 1963 and that no information

had developed that would show that he had not been i

New Orleans in the early part of .that month.®? The memo

repeated that no further action was being taken by the

_ FBI because-herﬁ;llegations had not been substantiate"fifijizd_,—f’ﬂ
| ‘a’\Lfa%{aMM mﬁ%m“‘ﬂ%’“‘]
|

“a"’)l’w‘% St~ . [ Tle Heoo Wwom

|

Cvomniaitin s hosin nnble o Aoima wrlam the ety

l_ M N B /
- wale MG‘-,-erzw

| ; marglnal comment b;Lthﬁiqgntry in WX-7241 says,

"How can it be ascertalned that Oswald did not travel

to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63? There must be some

basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced to

Thomas' 12/25/65 memo.x'

!
i
“
i
I
i
|
!
¢
!

Ve
U
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g Ddionads Joogns Foiandy frian - L pbrirtio
§ Ol oy ki Thonuns, ey crp Fsej w2y,
%%o 7- 9%, 41,4*5777 MM@AW%AM St lotlees e
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S den R by o Ao e e Cbar Oburny (AA) Th
pmeclge oo b dddus an Veoind 35 ) flecannc g hn
I,m,]amm*z/w e pac He MAetloe sao o Aot
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On 10713/66 the Legal Attache wrote a mémé £o
the CIA/COS reporting thaé a.reliable confidential

informant had réported that the records of the Hotel Vermonf
disclqsgd that "Elena.Péz, housewife from San Luis Potosi"

had ‘registered at the Hotel Vermont on November 23, 1963.

She lefg on Novémber 30, 1963.5 The memo said that "the

above ihdividuai)may Or may not be identical with Elena
: (A

Garro de Paz." {((Memo from Legat to Winston Scott, 10/13/66,

CIA No. 564; Wx-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725; Thomas'

7/13/66 memo.) &'ﬂ\< House Sclect Committee o a Assassinations

er\:"f«l Iv\’fcdi (ure ewe -
has beemn unable 4o dedermine ukyf"-c €4 Aand 1 '47"]

and the Federal Boreav of Inu,#,..l»‘m waited oatl  19¢Ce 4w

(‘l\ues"i?q‘{‘c ﬂas 4}5@{(—4" o f éé_}-<; ;q‘r/z)

- —

Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memo sai&, "She (Elena)

and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.
She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends
of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by
Charles Thomas, 12/25/65,>p. 3, CIA #582.)

| (Eg;v;;;;;-;;;_;;;*IE7I§7EE—£;;;;,;;Z; in WX-7241 Eﬁl,ffkhm re.

bore the notation "This is what Elena claimed and no one -

would believe her." (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA $#725.)

e

/\ . . ' ~ K
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CHARLES ThoMAS sePr o, iqe 4 lievrer T STATC
DeEPARTMENT AND . LECAL  ATTACHES RESPs NS €

No further reports on Elena's story were generated

il 1969 when Charles Thomas was "selected out."

("Selected out" is a phrase used when an officer is retired

after having been in one grade for the maximum period of

time and is not'considered gqualified for promotion to a

higher grade). ﬂ Then, he wrote a }eteer-and memorandum

to

\mok \nci ided o doser (atler shst. g
the Secretary of State say;ng, "Since I was the Embassy

acquited

Officer in Msxico who acqulred,thls 1ntell;gence information,

If

evaluation." (State Dept.

William Rogers,

eel a responsibility for seeing it through to its final

- .

-: Letter from Charles Thomas to

Secretaf?’gg/State

¢ Secr ate, July 25, 1969) ~Fssme

- T

Clates  Shoomans msnaidims SHds ot e g o
oatiol  frove Wathon Forier  and Wit ,Aoat‘ﬂﬂqr~uxz Al
prasieromdim, Decoruber afg, 126y, ( stde Deglibrunt - Lttic oo
Chadio Jloowmns b D itlonne Rogen |, Aenitany g SEE, Koy 35, 19¢9)
&W,JMMMWMQBM#M‘#
hiwe admt  phe Dee15, 96 pmemiasndunc | Claence Bemstoas [

'DL?.,-in Clied of  Hission | State Dept Chicf of  pfhars at te Himeof The

ylw Keamady B rnmiomihian okl opwau.;;zu7rt>;3—7ueb

ion  that  Opwald  Aod 4l foow ow Wofade  ow o date §ﬁ::ﬁé?m

H o Clhar les » ey L iU isbon. “er cta 7
& State Department : Letder £ les 4 e Rugers, Secretary o shade

Hee U”%i' Jhovans AL it pven e fo ettt phat
Bl Sad m AbdauL Man Ay it pethon ot phe bad e

1

l? e O Al oceurete G—M, | SO, ,Otzh-o(« M 7"’“" dite. Do

by and Liomnaed  phe oL o L.JhJD

J
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EJL, First Draft
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House Select Committee on Assassination

Investigation of Elena Garro's Allegations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations
investigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews
and peréonal interviews. The Committee requested and
reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State DepartmenE%Files, when

: _ _
they—-existed, on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,
Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,

Victor Rico Galan, Eunice 0Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran,
Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue,
and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file
contained information on her allegations. Though all the
names listed above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz'
story, not one of their files included a reference to
Elena Garro de Paz.‘

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions requested and reviewed the Central Intelligence
Agency's LICOOKIE I, LICHANT I, LIRING 3, LIHUFF I and

)

TICHBORN files. Once again not one of the-filesmincluded

‘nention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select

3
Committee on Assassinations learned that LICOOKIE I was

June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. (Supra ﬁ. 4)
The Committee also learned that LICHANT I was Manuel Calvillo

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a hotel the day




.

EJL, First Draft
Pgee—27

2

following the assassination{ﬁ?Supra p. 13) He also told Elena

Sylvia Duran had been arrested before -dé=smgs public
, ,é\ Ly Hin Foto bt feemme
knowledge;b¢’/ .
QMM‘Q"’M
Since a file review lead-swmewhere, the Committee
decided to arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Duran,
Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacio Duran, Ruben Duran,

Lynn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. The
Aot Hosnte Sl Cpmmnanin o
Mexican Government informed s that Elena and Elenita

Garro ma@ disappeared in 1968 during the student uprisings
haret
and h&¥ never returned to Mexico. The officials stated

that Elena and her daughter might be in Spain. (See Mexico
~ Maxicon gt Pt
City Procedural Write-up Trip 1l.) Emilio Carballido
y: 8
could not be found.(J The others were interviewed between

June 1 and June 6, 1978.UL£)

Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran, and Horatio
Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attena any of the twist parties at the
Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serratos,
6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff
Interview of Lydia Duraﬁ, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No.

; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Navarro,

6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Inter-

view of Horatio Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document

No. .)
ﬁEE;TSylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro

that

MWW 65000 Docld:32271443 ‘Page 32
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EJL First Draft
Puge28

ever attended twist parties at the Duran homes, she=staied

that- she recalled Elena attending one twist party at

Ruben's home in 1963 when -sire returned to Mexico from

France. (HSCA staff Interview of Sylvia Triado Bazan,

6/6/70, p. 90, JFK, Document No. ) All the Durans

denied that Lee Harvey Oswald had attended any party at
one of their homes.[ﬁgm”ﬁ*i;}

The Committee next asked the Central Intelligence
WM—B‘, S*“‘M’ ‘J.-&/L\—

Agency to previde—£or interviews LICHANT/l {Manuel

Calvillo), LICOOKIF/l(June Cobb), along w1th a list of

w ho o~y have het 1 afocmation felated Ao

other assets that—might—help—cltear ™= Lee Harvey Oswalds

trip to Mexico City. (

WW -H..Ma,a..,( Tk,
The Agency declined to aid the Commltteevﬁ+- 12

. . r
L -
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~".The Mexican govern-

v

S L

ment told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a

tourist permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she
entered Mexico through Nuevo Laredoa She asked, but was

{ denied, permission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico.

v

N
?‘ On June 21, 194s, she received a courtesy Eifmit' number
25556 %%? dlsappeared in 1954 and never returned to

Mexico. (See Procedural Writeup Trip 2 Mexico City) The
bmg“ﬂ-ugc*ud,;aa.ohaijaq-ﬂgt Hos , y‘

CommitteeAknews Hhe information is incorrect.

_—/‘—/ \

M#ww; C1A fhe phe pordid oo He agpiy oo @ o7

 Wapeey Fre 1HCr phem 1 (CrARgrR, 19LS) Yoo CAb fobe, 200 - ).
Ctin) alee itid, At Wo. CAh ataidid At din hin i 176 H (smpn D)
L/\/_P_____U_— A . —
: 2) The Mexican government told the Committee that
Manuel Calvillo did not live at Cughtemoc 877-5 as the
Committee had stated. Their agent in charge had spoken
to the superintendent at the apartments for the past
twenty-five years who said that no Manuel Calvillo had
+ ever' resided there. When Committee staffers gave the
: Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans
-“ .
Fi gave the same answers. (Séé Procedural Write Mexico City
Trip 2) The Committee is quite certain that Mr. Calvillo
lives at this address since it acquired the address from
a recent CIA document. (C/Awad,(@u,H‘Mm/cdﬁﬂafJ‘,a°“ D) )
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