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T
Sl sl Upon learning about the assassination ‘she and her
husband speculated that President Kennedy might have been
assassinated for racial reasons. When she became aware
that the assacssin was Lee Harvey Oswald, she ascertained éﬁﬁ:zi

that it was the same man that approximately two months

prior had been to the Cuban Consulate to solicit an intran-

sit visa to Russia. Having taken his name from the special

documentation he presented she knew that he was married to

‘a Russian woman and belonged to the "Fair Play for Cuba

Committée." She checked the data in the Consulate archives

-and became certain that it was the same individual who was

blonde, short, dressed unelegantly and whose face tﬁrned'red
| S - :

when a%ry. The Consul had denied the visa because to
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obtain an intransit visa from the Cuban government, it

was imperative that he previously obtain a visa from the

Soviet Consulate. Since obtaining a visa from the Soviets

took four months and Oswald's Mexican visa expired soon
. N

Oswald became excited and Duran had £o call the Consul

who hadven argument with him. The ohly aid She could give
, Oswald was advising that he see the Soviet-Censul, and
calling the persoh in charge of thatvoffice._‘The Soviet
official‘told her that they would have to consult Moscow

which would take four months. That afternoon, Oswald re-

}
} \ © turned to the Cuban Consulate and Sylvia Duran confirmed
\ ,

: J that he.could get a Cuban visa only. after he received a ' Qé

\\ RuSsian visa. She geve Oswald her name and'business phone
| number but never gave him her address because she had no
reason to give it to him. She knew that phoning the Soviet
Consulate was not one of her duties and that if she did

o) she did it only to help Oswald She gave OSwaid her
bu51ness phone number only because he would have to call

subsequently to check whether he had obtained a visa.  He
o " _ _ :

’e——-—-—--A,aLM Domn  pao  pdinscd  Hembio 24, 1963 ol
nearvelod Nwember 27, 1903, ,,iuﬁ~\ e Wepccmn  grremmil ot d  that
ohe wan %7@ Do Waginw g dravel o Hoenn . L bl d-—w
MM" C:L) Shxlne %W,Mm,emes,www/ csAd L/-?z/'
Cotrte foom Wesos Oij Sttine b leadguatticr |, Mmewden 29, 1363, Wep
ot , CIAFYE]  becndon L the Wepeean W prbes dutonnd

Do o prcende  sHame ) e Das e adltio Fo Aan .
( kot frmn Ctpe Heties Oy Shiva foDirechn, Decormber 31963 | Heri 130l , €14 No. 559 (Fy)

N
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Sylvia Duran Statements
Page 7.

"Lee Harvey Oswald

Padd
three times September 27,

Commission previously reported:

CThoede

Buran, 6/6/78, JFK Doc.

the Cuban Consulate at approximately 11:00 a.m.,

visited the Cuban Consulate

1963,

P.

not twice as the Warren
(HSCA interview of Sylvia -
)

Oswald. first visited.

requesting

an - 1ntran51t v1sa to Cuba with Ru551a as the flnal destina~

(B £
tion. Esma&d showed her some documents, then, left to
obtain photographs needed for his application.  (iSef—dmterdicw
' . ' thld : . '
view Uf Syrvia DUra, 6/6/787oPK—Poc—ps. 523-526)

‘O_sw’M‘"'

photographs.
Doeument—4  bid p. 526)

in duplicate,

Ms.

Buran typed the app

He returned at approximately 1:00 p.m. with four

(HSeA—éﬁtefvéew—of—Sy&via—ﬁuran7—6¥6%¥&T—JFK

—

T 2

v

lication

stapled a picture on top of each and had

_Oswald sign each in her presence (HSCAfrrterview—ef—Sytvia
d ) 4 et Frection
Dufaa——ﬁfG%JG——ﬁFK~Boc—q# Ob , 527-8) As preef Os-

her '
wald showed ker spuumal documents he had brought: hlS Rus-

sian labor card, marrlage certificate with the name of
his Russian wife, his American Communist Party membership
card and his "Fair Play for Cuba" membership card. —tHSGA,

\
JFRDocr #

interwyiew—ef—Sytvia Duran, 6/0/73, —_

. - 2 HST(&&J
M§$:$%¥%ﬁ=st§f"d’fﬁat—she found Lee Harvey Oswald's

behavior suspicious because normally a Communist traveled

p.531)

~only with his passport beecause belonging to the Communist

e

N 66000 Docld:32271494 Page 9




Sylvia Duran Statements
Page 8.

Party was illegal in Mexico in 1963. (#SCA—irmterview: Ibid
P. 533)IT There was a_procedﬁre whereby the American'Com—_
munist Party would arrange visa matters for their members
with the Cuban Communist Party. (Ibid. p.532-533) The
Anerican would then come to Mexico, visit the Cuban ConsulateJ
and receive hlS visa immediately. (Ibid., p.533) When
edo
Puran asked Oswald why he did not have the American Com-—
munist Party arrange his trip to Cuba}he stated that he A“d
W ed Yhe ) .

€44- not kave time. (Ibid., p.532)

Abter Puran explainéaﬁto Oswald that he had to acguire
a Russian visa béforerhe_could receive a Cuban visa)

. ' “Twedo | )
(Fotd—5p=534) -buran jotted- her name and business phone

'number on a piece of paper and gave it to Oswald who

then left to get his Russian visa. (Ibid., p.549, 534)

Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate between

5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., which was after normal working

hours (}O 00 to 2:00 p ﬁ) Ibld., p. 543) The guard
~poaa T <4

called kerastating that someone who did not sneak Spanish

was at the gate inguiring about a visa. (Ibid., p.543-4)

As routine procedure, she asked the guard to escort

the individual to her office. (Ibid. p.544) Oswald told

- her that he had acquired a Russian visa. (Ibid., p. 544)

Since he did not produce it when asked she called the

Russian Consulate. (Ibid., p.545) The Consul told Duran

WV 66000 Docld:32271434 Page 10



Sylvia Duran Statements
Page 9.

that Oswald had been to the Consulate requesting a visa
and had-beeh told that the'reply would take approximately
four months (Ibid., p.545) When she relayed the message

. to Oswald)he got very excited, 1n51st1ng that as a per-

/

P son who had been 173a11 because of the Cuban Revolutlon

e he should receive a visa. (Ibid., p. 546) Oswald stated
P 4hat IM},
‘that he could not wait s—Yomg—periodt—oftime because his

Mexican visa expired in three days. (Ibid., p. 546) At

. . T lad s T nformed o o £ —f‘\t s.'-"i)«"iw ..
this point Ms. Buaran cedled-—tke Consul, Eusibio Azcue,

" (lé«(ﬂfc@
A hed beer Wis P'““A‘ p£Lice which he shardd i Ho kis vprammy rep[.“.‘.,‘_‘cl ‘
zeve rre—was—in-—-hi-s—office a\.,\,uulyau_l.cu b_x' hi-s *’u,__u,uuu.u.:, ”'0“1 ace-

MEredo Mrebal —

meﬁt——ﬁifra&rﬂtnﬁﬂnﬂ: (Ibid., p. 546) Azcue politely

kN

‘explained the requisites for an intransit visa to Oswald.
(Ibid., p.. 546, 554) When he noticed that Oswald was a
stubborn man he told Oswald that he was obviously not a

friend of the Cuban Revolution, because rf—he—w&s—a—éféfxmL
. crwisl.

‘he would understand that Cuba had to be extremely careful
o -HJ-CO'/""'-z :
: A w1th the people it allowed in -€aba.  (Ibid., p. 554) Azcue

and Oswald yelled at each other. (Ibid., p. 551) Then

Azcue went to the door, opened it and aSked Oswald to

L leave. (Ibid., p. 554) Oswald did not rev151t or tele—
: Cibed 155+
i - phone the Consulate. beeaﬁse—&é—he—haé—she—weui&=ﬁave—fe

r@mhc“”‘u’L = The—Corrsuate—att—rot—have ey ?nuc;,l"ﬁ
.. ) . Y . )
viss-Eors—who had-beer—toRuUssTaamt—imd—married—a—RESshan
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On October 5, 1964, eleven days after the pubiica—
tion of the Warren Commission Report, a story alieging
Lee Harvey Oswald's presence at a party.in Mexico.City
attended by,Cuban government personnel came to the atten-

-tlon of the Central Intelllgence Agency (Wx7421 p 94 entry .

»ch #576)

[h;#43o, CIA #721- Bllnd memo dated 10/5/64

CNL L %\(f:
one - assaeSLn of Pre

Elena's Story as Reported October 5, 1964
: O N A

- . . L 2L * ge{ @%ég‘_r‘;r/lq‘”‘( [/((r'/" S .

Elena Garro ‘de Paz and Deba Garro de Guerrero Galvan, B |

» flrst cou51ns fo Horatlo, Ruben and Lynn Duran were 1nv1ted

yito a tw15t party At the home of Ruben Duran 1n the mlddle ;.,,uh

963'f Lee.Harvey Oswaldj‘_;
oarty 1n the company of "two’i'e;? lf;:%
o ST . St i
"fi}other beatnlk looklng‘boys.y (Ibld ) The Amerlcans re~lb
vmalned together the entire evenlng and dld not dance. ‘
When Elena tried to speak with the Americans, she yas
"shifted" to antoher room by one of ‘her cou51nsf7N{The
memo does not state whether Elena had mentioned which consin ' | t

had not allowed her to speak to the Americans.) One of

Elena's coueins told her at the time that (he or she) did

not know who the Americans were except that Sylvia Duran
(an employee of the Cuban Embassy and the wife of Horatio

Duran), had brought them to the party.

DU ——: [ SRS
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The day after the party, Elena and Deba saw the
three Americans on the Insurgenés, a main avenue in Mexico
city.!'” The Garros claimed that they had recognized Oswald's

photograph when it was published after the assassination b <)

Sylvia Duran's arrest "underlined the‘Garros' certainty"

vw;-that the m n had been Lee Harvey Oswald. (Ibid ) I

'i; \Deba added that Lynn and one of the Duran brotherS'

1szhad made trlps toiTexas‘ (Ibld ) She added that, even

' though the Duran brothers had afways been.poor before’
“?the assa531natlon, they were both dr1v1ng expen51ve new

cars. (Ibid.)

gence Agency asset known by the cryptonym LICOOKIE I whom
_ the Commlttee 1dent1f1ed as June Cobb Sharp whlle recelv—

T?f;lng LICOOKIE s - flle Accordlng to Elena, Ms. Cobb was‘

:,sent to: er. house shortly after the assaSSLnatlon for a

'few days) by a mutual frlend a Costa Rlcan wrlter Eunlce

#719) Ms. Garro asserted that whlle at her house, Ms.

v
) e A
£,

Cobb expressed interest in the Kennedy assassination.” One
night Elena's sister Deba, who was visiting, got drunk and
told the whole story. (Ibid.) Claiming to beva CIA agent,

Cobb suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell

their story. (Ibid.) Elena stated that when Cobb's sugges—

tion was réjected, Cobb stated that she would arrange a meet-

,vlThe,source of the memo was a witting CentralfIntelli_t ,

Jﬁjodlo.y(CIA No' s_580f583 WX 7241 Entry #427 p. 92, CIA_"”
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ing with the CIA Station Chief. (Winston Scott was the
Mexico City Station Chief in 1964). The meeting did not
occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to leave the Garro
.house evidently because she kicked Elena's cat. (CIA ,
No's 580-583; Wx7241, Entry #427, p. 42, CIA #719). S
notatlon on the memo says that L/l (LlCOOkle I) never re-

'*;_galned contact w1th Elena Garro de Paz. (Wx724l, p.d94f

:_;cEntry #430, CIA #721 Bllnd Memo dated 10/5/64 CIA #576){>%;AJ
- The LlCOOkle memo was not 1nserted in elther the |
Elena Garro or Lee Harvey Oswald "p (personalltv) fllesrf
':but in a local leftlst and Cuban prOJect flle. f,The Coméﬁ
-mittee_learned about the memo from Wx-7241, a chronologl—
-hyfcalthigtory4o?ithe Oswald case preoared by Anne Goodpasture
for the CIA in’l976) The memo was found in December,»

~  1965. (See Wx 7241 p 94, CIA #721) Stanley Watson“f”

ffound“the memo;"

A marglnal;notatlon on Wx724l says,_"Why

l.g@{was thlS not sentjto Headquarters’"’(P.ﬂ87 CIA #714) héij:.j*QﬂV
:1:Comm1ttee has been able to determlne that the memo was for-‘:ll

warded to headquarters shortly thereafter.

\“/ G SR 62% . " ) - .quo
P ﬁc“ﬂ\\ R 'ﬂlmw““’%gwm

f/‘ f The story was told by Elena Garro de Paz who was

4rui a<e
born of Spanish parents in Puebla, Mexico on December 11, _J
l9l7 (All information in this section culled from Bio-

graphy Dta form prepared by Charles Thomas.) Ms. Garro

attended the National Autonomous University of Mexico and

= E g

e ot
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later did graduate work at Berkley in California and at
the University of Paris. 1In 1963, Elena had long been mar-
ried to Octavio Paz, a career diplomat who is also one of
. Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. Whenv‘
Octavio was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple'
uf‘separated by mutual consent. Elena s daughter, also named »

'€E1ena, has always re51ded w1th her mother..ﬁul.

'Slnce Elena spent seventeen years of her early llfe

:_fln Europe she had a rather un—Mex1can object1V1ty about

f:{her natlve land and had.a reputatlon for belng one of its
‘more artlculate detractors. At the same time, Elena was

554con51dered emotlonally commltted to aﬁny aspects of Mex1can
‘llfe and made an 1mportant contrlbutlon to its artlstlc

’“;development

In the 1960 s Elena became a 51gn1flcant wrlter.

,Hogar Solldo, El Rey Mago, La Senora en su Balcon, Ventura

“iare plays that have had apprec1atve audlences in Eurooe,
where they were translated into German, as well as 1in Mexi-
co. Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume

called La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of

the London Times has called her novel, Los Recuerdos de

Porvenir, "a spendid success." Critics have said of her:
"For Elena Garro, there is noﬁ frontier between reality
and fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality--

perhaps more intense--to which one may penetrate without

Allende,,Andalse por las Ramas, Parada Enpresa, and El Vlaje'lr

[} = e e
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passpcrt or forewarning, thanks tc the effectiveness of
a literature‘fired with passion, flavor and life.f Many
people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier
between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to
distinguish in real life. (Biography Data Form on Elena

- {*.Garravde'Paz prepared by»Charles-Thomas )

ldgi;uiﬁﬁf;h;” Garro, for many years, was aniactlve workervlni‘

ﬁf{the Confederac1on Nac1onal Campes1na (CNC), the agrarlan

arm of the PartldO'Reformlsta (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

v’5was a tlreless propagandlst and agltator on behalf of the.
poorer Mex1can peasants, she was on close ‘personal terms
:w1th and enjoyed the respect of peasant leaders from all
over the country. (Ibld.) | |
Elena was con31dered a w1tty, urbane and op1n10nated

j}woman w1th an unflagglng sense of humor.. Her forthrlght -

:»1n Mex1co, but her 1mportant soc1al .llteracy, and polltlcalFQ
>".connectlons rendered her fally 1mmune from serious counter— '
attack untll 1968 Then, Ms. Garro was forced to flee the

country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister; Deba
Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strihes.
The Honse Select Committee on Assassinations has been unable
to.determine the exact reason Ms. Garre had for fleeing

Mexico.

\ -~

'“foplnlons and sharp w1t tended on. occa51on to ruffle feathersjffm_';
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Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was
well disposed toward the United States and had been friendly
with Embassy officers. Her hroad range of significant
personal friends, the views of many important to the
American Embassy., mede her a useful Embassy target. (A

_"useful Embassy target" is a. person deemed 1mportant enough
;because of acquibntances to merlt frequent contact, elther

"“7w1ttlng or unw1tt1ng,“w1th Amerlcan Embassy off1c1als )
b \v'- /‘ Lot '-‘LG‘ f\h%/ma m‘{’ Rtf“\‘r\%S

—

‘ k_October 12 1964 CIA Memo for the Record

On October 12 1964 the Chlef of Covert Actlon, jlﬁ‘
VElannery, wrote a memo for the_record reporting that Elena
;déerro'deéPesshad}toid”her story‘to Eunioe odio. t(The Com-
mittee has not been able'to determine if Elena Garro told

Ole the- story personally or 1f Ms Cobb related to

) Ms. Ole what Elena had told her) who relayed it to "Tich- o

:;born" /Tlchborn was- Henrj P. Lopez cryptonym. Mr»-.vLopez"~ o

was. a w1tt1ng asset who wrote propacanda pleces for- tne CIA.,

;fiAfter careful review’ of his CIA file, the HSCA has not
been able to establish a llnk_fromer, Lopez to either Ms;
0dio or Ms. Garro / on 10/9/64. éﬁlO/12/64 memo, CIA
4596; Wx7241, p. 87, CIA 47147 |

- The story is not as detailed as the 10/5/64 version.
There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan. The‘
story, perhapsibecaﬁse‘it is third.hand, differs from the _
‘previous story in two ereas: The party was at.the'Cuban

Embassy, not at Ruben Duran's; Elena talked to a Cuban

3
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Embassy official, not one of her cousins about the three
Americans. | |

| Attached to the memo was a note from Flannery to
the Chief of Station, Winston Scott, which read, "Do you
want me to send the gist of this to Headquarters?" Scott
then noted that the memo should be flled., The flle 1nd1—=

catlons show that the memo went 1nto the Oswald "P" flle*l'

'9and the Elena Garro "P" flle.‘(Ibld )

g,November 24 1964 CIA Informant Report

On November 24 1964 a Central Intelllgence Agency

1nformant (The House Select Commlttee has been unable to o
) . S.A(C Cidti net™ & ppca I:’a;’"‘v
< ’ [y

" determine the 1nformant S 1dent1ty) reported information
(memo from Wlnston Scott to the files, re: June Cobb, :
f.11/25/64 CIA Nos. 592 593 Wx 7241, p. 88.'ﬁntry #404*"
‘{Ti;-CIA £715) he—haé—iea%ﬁed from "LICHANT/1. (Whlle reVlQWlng _=)"

-";TLICHANT I's file the Comm:l.ttee determlned. that the CIA .
asset' s true name was Manuel Calv1llo. Elena clalms that_,
the day follow1ng4John F. Kennedy S assa551natlon, Calv1llo
escorted her and her daughter to the Vermont Hotel for
protection; see also December 25, 1965 Thomas memo for
more information on Manuel_Calvillo.) bfhe informant as-—
‘serted that June Cobb was an "American Communist" who
‘rented a room from Elena Garro. (Memo from Winston‘Scott'

"to the files, re June Cobb, 11/25/64, CIA Nos. 592-593,

Wx 7241, p. 88, Entry £404,CIA No. 715) The informant

also stated that Elena tried to talk to Robert Kennedy when
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he was in Mexico because she had met Oswald "and two
friends (Cubans)" at a party at Horacio Duran's house.
(Ibid.) 1In addition, the informant claimed that Elena
also told her story to an American official, at the Em-
bassy, who claimed to represent the Warren Commission.
_(lbid 5 The Chief of Statlon noted ‘that he. had asked

. : L)CH’A”TT o
f.the”iﬁformant~to pursue the story (Ibld ) but there 1s

: e
no 1ndlcatlon that-ééeﬁﬁﬁf—{ ever complled w1th thlS re-

quest. (HSCA Review. of Cla551f1ed CIA Documents )
Q[twazs L ipwrnc Aco-\(’S ' : . T

C? November 24, 1964 Elena Meeting with Mexico Clty Legal

Attache Offlcers

Elena and her daughter also told their story to
‘ the.Mexico City. Leéal Attache. (The Legal Attache in
s l964 ‘was Clark Anderson ) They recounted the same story.
. B \J‘;v.c CJ b ﬂ\“’p
prev1ously alven to B*COOKTE‘T The date of the oarty )
'-_was glven as September,30 October l or. October 2, 1963.
UT(FBI 105 -825555 Report Dec.,ll,-l964went;tled Lee Harvey'

Oswald, p. 1) The agent who wrote the report (,

.) noted that Lee Harvey Oswald could not have
been identical with the American allegedly observed by
. Mrs. Paz at the party if this party were held on the even-—
ing of October 1 or October 2, 1963. (FBI 103-825555
Report, Dec. 11, 1964 entltled Lee Harvey Oswald, p. 1)
FBI inéestigation of President Kennedyv's assassination

! nad established that Lee Harvey Oswald had departed Mexico.
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.City by bus at 8:30 a.m. on Octber 2, 1963 when Ms.
Paz stated that she saw Lee Harvey Oswald'walking‘on
Insurgentes. (Ibid. p.3) |
Elena was.questioned regarding the identity of
cther personétattending the party at the Ruben Duran home_‘
.who mlght have been in a. p031tlon +to observe the three.
. Amerlcans.r Elena stated that 1n the course of the party

- her daughter met a young man named "Alejandro" at the

o aw-a~‘-&1 .w. Lt o
h-"" ot e cabiidias o _*-d...q..t\.( e

party and danced w1th hlm:;QIbld pP. 3) . The daughter dldv

Il

‘snot take the calls and as a result;:Alejandro" wrote"”
tseveral letters to the daughter. hs. Garro exhlblted

f'two of the letters, as well as a bu51ness card Wthh 1-'
dentlfled the young man as Arlo‘Alejandro Lavagnlnl Stenlus;
(Ibld p. 3) |

The letter Wthh Ms. Garro sald was. the flrst wrlt—

':ten by the young man to her daughter bore the date Septem—’

¥L V!\.{ J-‘u-&m*[‘ A

-gfL

LV A ar &

{v ‘*r.»»,» .

(j,;,»/ A5

"ber l 1963 and the Mex1co Clty Post Olflce postmark Septem-'

“~; berpZ,_l963, When Ms. Garro was told thls she commented
‘that the‘Communistsdprobably had fac1llt1es for fa151fy1ng.
postcards. (Ibid.) |

To investlgate Ms. Garro's story further, the
Federal Bureau interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini.Stenius
on November 27,-1964.V(Ibid.'p.4) Lavagnini recalled that

~ there were approximately thirty people at the Ruban Duran

arty, - few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexi-
Yy , 5 :
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can girl‘who had recently returned from living in France.
He was unable to.fix the date of the party, but felt it
was probably early in September because of a heavy rain
which occurred as they were leav1ng the party about 2:00
va.m. (Ibld D. 4) |
o Lavagnlnl notedinobAmerlcans present‘at thls party.'
. U ophysical deseigtion :
”-:He was: famlllar w1th the appeafaﬁee of Lee Harvev Oswald
_because of publlc1ty'follow1ng the assa331natlon of PreSL—i =
;;dent Kennedy but otherWJse had no knowledge of hlm and . |
-had never seen hlm except for news photographs follow1ng
“the assa551natlon. (Ibld p. 4) Levagnlnl was the only
A person 1nterv1ewed by the FBI‘who attended partles at
the Duran house 1n the September October time frame.

' be'
B There is no 1nd1catlon on the document that thlS

nformatlon was glven to the Central Intelllgence Agency s
%C,AWMW*L‘ ~

2 MeXJ_co : c;ty Station. fﬁ' W

Charles Thomas Flrst Meetlng with Elena Garro Where Leer

HarvezﬁOswald is Dlscussed

On 12/10/65 Charles Thomas,-a political officer at
_the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a conversa-
tion with Elena Garro de Paz. (CIA #586-587, WX~-7241 Entry
No. 425; p. 91, CIA No. 718.) The meeting with Elena_had
been about other mattersvbut she mentioned knowing-Oswald.'
,Thomasrnotedvthat she was reluctant to talk.but did. (Ibid.)

Elena's story reported here is the samee\but with

“more details,é%s/th;tﬁgiven in the Licookie memo dated rfs/¢

v
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1.5 64. She said that General Jose Jesus Clark Flores
@ friend of Rubgn Duran's,, Silvia Duran, E%Bebio Azcue
v(Cuban Consul in Mexico City), Emilio Carballido (a_pro—
Communist writer—friend‘of the Durans), and a Latin Ameri—
can Negro man w1th red hair (unldentlfled) were at the
_ party. A marglnal comment. by thlS entry in WX—724l
'*_;ksaye,:"How dld Elena know about a red halred Negro°" _
ﬁleﬁa also told Thomas ‘that she had later learned that;ig»
Silvia Duran had been/"Oswald S mlstress whlle he was
there. ‘ (A note by thlS entry in WX~ 724l says[f"How |
dld Elena Garro know about Sllv1a belng the mistress of
Oswald°7 ThlS is 1965 )h The Mex1co Clty Statlon dld not -
hear about the Oswald-Duran "affair" until July 1967
‘when 'a CIA Asset. LlrlngG reported it. /Kfter reyiewing L
LIRING/3 ’
/flle at the CIa the House Select Commlttee on Assa351na—-f
tlons has been unable to determlne:SZoNLIRING/3 was asso-fv
' T whe wWeuld | hado
c1ated w@th:&ﬁainhad knowledge about Sylv1a Duran or Lee
Harvey Oswald. / _ i »
Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had gone
to the Cuban Embassy on November 23, l963:and shouted |
"Assassins” and other insults at the Embassy employeee.’
(CTA $586-587, Wx7241, Entry No. 425, p. 91, CIA No. 718)
That same day a friend,‘Manuel Calvillo, an official in

the Gobernacion, took her and her daughter to a small hotel

in the center of Mexico City. (Ibid.) They were kept
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‘there for eight days under the pretext that they were 1in

danger. (Ibid;) Elena claimed to have tolé Calvillo that

.she wanted to tell her story to the American Embassy.

(Ibid.) Calvillo dissuaded her by telling her that the

Amerlcan Embassy was full of Communlst spies. (Ibid.)

o Elena sald that some of the other people who had been at
.:fthe party were taken”to Veracruz where they were protected"'-
”’;by Governor Lopez Arlas. /Ibld The House Select-Committee
was unable to determine the veraclt of'Ms.bPazv allega—
. G e HSCA Tnveshigation » € Elens gnzabc ! At gatsons :
tioni/ She said: that Ruben Duran, reportedly "protected"
by General Clark Flores, was very prosperYous and was

'ari&ing a*big car,';éxl u586'—587 WX-7241 Entry 1 No. 425,'

p; 91, .CIA No. 718/ Elena also clalmed that. Ruben Duran
'ltold her months after the assa551natlon that he- was not
ﬁ?~really a Communlst and that kllllng Kennedy had been a
'fmlstake. (Ibld tne Hou e Select Commlttee on Assassina-

i,thHS has not been able to determlne whether Ruben actua X(k;ym,ﬂx

oo S Tavwskigatio= o€ ileymtres

. : -hd, h\.w
o spoke to Elena about the assassination.  Ruben 'Duran cla1m§ .
’f(l[C(cv\‘% 'f"\‘—:‘— K ll')'\l /(fn“c.!7 /\‘J ch.y\ e vt Sf"—/(‘C, .S/ nf'd * .

"he had no reason to:/ ans h{lkeé o 1 moslurment

Charles Thomas circulated a copy of the3@§a¥¥§%=Eﬂgy
wening Cleas’s ﬂn“f7h4"“"5 dostebe +o Fronto

mes memorandum in the American Embassy including the Cen-

gont

tral Intelligence Agency's Mexico City Station to aid

them in their investigation of the John F. Kennedy assassina—

tion. / The House Select Committee has determlned “that the

Central Intelligence Agency received the copy of the Thomas

1

S ———
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memorandum prior to December 25, 1965. See'below;7 - The
COS wrote a note on the memoiwh%ch~sé?§: "What an imagina-
tion she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?" The Of-
ficer‘replied, “Suggest sending. There have been stories
waround town about all ‘this, and Thomas is not .only person
dshe has talked to...If memory seryes,me, dldn t LICOOKIE
“'refer to Oswald and the local lettlsts'and Cubans_ln one‘
"of her squ1bs°" (CIA No. 588 note from SW to-COS.)
| The Mex1co thy Statlon called the information iﬁ*h
'Thonas 12/10/65 memorandum of conversatlons to CIA Head;

'quarters (Cable from Mexrco Clty to the Dlrector, Mex1 5621,

date out off my copy, CIA Nos. 584—585) The cable reported

CI\”’“ .

that Elena's story would be checked with'LICHANT/l against

the production from the Cuban survelllance operatlon "and

';'other sources.' (Ibld ) Wlnston Scott wrote, next to'the_;

.routlng lndlcatlons on the cable, "Please ask Charles Tho— _

mas if he ll 'follow~up.f Get questlons from Anne G / Anne

-,

Goodoasture7 Please let S dlscuss. Thanks.' Cv“'}

After the December 10 memorandum of conversations,

Socersse eleclc

_Winston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris (Legal Acnae st
‘ Wﬂ“l“" o r""‘
Attache) called C. Thomas for a meeting. They asked him

accovnt

to get a more detailed zeplay of Ms. Garro's story. At

this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI

Fh

" had ully responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas

~ &5
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to William P. Rogers) July 25, 1969, JKF Doc. # )

2.Charles Thomas' Meeting with Elena Garro on December 25 1965 Lyt
— WW _&WM—_;#M 2 " ““&%
Thomas met w1th Elena again on December 25, 1965.
g : '
“
Theé same date he wrote a memorandum of_conversation which

provided a much'more detailed restatement of Ms. Garro's

2
gl ey gy
e e A G

7yalleged encounter w1th Lee Harvey Oswald.{_é o
Llfde&e&eaments. (CIA Nos; 580 583- wX—724l Entry #427, p..92;’fhb o
'CIA $719). R o -
4 Elena admltted that she had spoken to two men at the
Embassy; "presumably from the’ Legal Attache S Offlce.
(Ibld - The meetlng occurred on Nov. 24, l964h;9fg{ena
lw'sald that ‘she did not tell them the complete story because
"the Embassy officers did not give much credence to any-
hthing’shé‘And Elenltarsaid.; (CIA Nos. 580-583;pwx 7241,
?Entry #427 p 92; cia #719) ek ,—‘ '.‘
“ She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran S
“home. (Ibld ) She was unclear about the date ol the party. .
"d(ibid.). It was - few dayslbefore the Soviet Astronaut,
Gagarin, visited Mexico; she thought that this would put
the party around»September 2 or 3, 1963; (Ibid.) . She be-
lieved that the party was on a Monday or Tuesday because |
it was an odd night for a party. (Ibid.) Elena could_not
checkbher calendar to refresh.her memory at the time of
the_interview because the calendar was in a desk that had

been stored away. (Ibid.) -

——————— . . ' . S . . _
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During the_conversation Elena described Oswald
and his companions. (Ibid;) The man who she thought
was Oswald wore a black sweater. (Ibid.) She said he
was quiet "and stared a lot at the floor." (Ibid.) One
of hlS companlons "was very tall and slender and had long
tffblond halr Wthh hung across hlS forehead.: He-had a
‘T?(gaunt face and a rather long protrudlng ‘chin. (Ibid.if
'The‘other~companlon was,also-tall,’w1th short,.light
.uuvgrown'hair and_notaistinéuishing characteristics, (Ibid.)
‘fhe three Americansvdidinotfdanceior'mix>With the.otherv
guests. (ibid,) Elena saw the same three men onhthe
'£¥ﬂetreet'thefnext'day:iklhid.) ‘ |
Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,'

;Silvia7Duran, Lydla Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark

'Q'Flores and hlS mlstress, a; doctor from Dallnde Hospltal
,_fa young Anerlcan couple who were honeymoonlng 1n Mexrco,“:
’1fand several other people were “at the party (Ibld ) ‘Shef
| sald'that Rlcardo-Guerra, whom she clalms converted Horatloh
Duran to Communism, and his w1fe, Rosarlo Castellanos,
were suppo%d to be at the party but did not attend. (Ibid. )
Elena alleged that the red-haired man and Emilio
Carbailido were not at the‘party that_oewald_attended but
at another party where Carballido and Azcue got into a

heated argument about President Kennedy. (Ibid.) =~ "They

came to the conclusion that the only solution was to kill:
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him." (Ibid.) Elena was not clear on whether this party

was before or after the party where she met Oswald. (Ibid.)
See UScA Tnveshyebion of Elrne Lurre
The House Select Commlttee has been/unable to confirm the a#gkﬁuf

between Azcue and Carbéllido. o Mt gonuCrsedtom .
conversatiorn/ Eusebio Azcue stated that #* did not occurfl

Elena said that Carballldo "is a known Castro agent'

.- in MeXico; (Ibld ) After the assassination—he spent a

fﬂ'year-infCuba. (Ibld\T\‘Heﬁthen'

'a jOb teachlng at Rutgers -

‘f;”Unlver51ty through eJose Vaszuez Amaralw (Ibld )

ouse Sel Commlttee has_ been unable to conflrm M5~ Garro's:
Jar ég'atia;’is.' S e \ |
Elena relterated that the 1nc1dent at the Cuban Eﬁ*
_bassy, where she and her daughter shouted "Assa551ns,' etc.
: at the Embassy employees, occurred on November 23 at or
about 3-00 p m. (Ibld )_ Elena.and Elenlta were drlven to
‘ithe Cuban Embassy by Elena E brother who was embarrassed
.fffaby thelr behav1or.‘(Ib1d ) ThlS occurred before thev had
-a’“vseen photographs of Oswald (Ibld ) |

Ms. Garro clalmed that later in the day she and Elenltav
f were visited by Manuel Calv1llo who told them that they were
in serious danger from the Communists and‘that he would
take them to a small hotel, where they would_be safe, for
a few days. (Ibid.) _Elena‘said she trusted and believed

‘Calvillo because he was a known undercover agent for the

Mexico Government (Ibld ) He was also a friend of Noe

B

Palomares (the Minister of Immlgratlon) and President Gustavo

v

e — =
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Diaz Ordaz. (Ibid.) Calvillo also told Elena and her daugh-

bd

ter that Silvia Duran had been arrestedf/ Duran's arrest
was not public information on November 23, 1963. (Fbxér)
Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so -
that same day (12/25/65) she took Thomas to the section
of’ Mex1co Clty where she thought it was. (ibid ) They- .
'elgi‘found the hotel..(Ibld ) It was, the Vermont Hotel, Calle

7éifVerm0nt 29 (Ibld ) Elena Sald that she assumed that

; ;Calv1llo had reglstered them as relatlves or frlends._(Ibidrjt

~3They sa@yed at the hotel untll the follow1ng Frlday,l»'

:“Novemoer 30 1963 hardly 1eav1ng thelr rooms.‘(Ibld.) (See

[ {

=_vLegal Attache report p. .-5 §¥"f**ffffh ?‘;_u;-
- while a ' '
" Elena claimed that/she and Elenlta were at the hotel
they saw the photos of Oswald and realized that he had
K:been the man at Ruben Duran S party (Ibld ) When Calv1llo
hf@fv151ted them at the hotel Elena told hlm that she wanted
y_to report 1t to the Amerlcan Embassy, however, CalVlllO
“ﬁdlssuaded her by statlng that the Amerlcan meassy was
‘full of Communlsts. (Ibld.) Elena'stated that when she

returned home, guards were posted outside. (Ibid.) C?he

House Select Committee has been unable to confirm the

#SLA ﬁanvC{'fju/'wr» op Elrmnn Gvr-tj,.

veracity of Ms. Garro's claim. S¢¢ allrgatens
Elena alleged that after she returned homéshe saw
‘her sister, Deba Guerrera, who had independently come to

the same conclusion. Deballas "terrified" because approxi-
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mately two months after the assassination two "Communists"
personally warned her never to reveal that she had been
- to a party with Oswald. (Ibid.) Deba, consequently,
would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell
o her story on November 24 l964 (Ibld )

Elena sald that a few days after the assa551natlon

o Carballldo took the Durans to'Jalapa, Varacruz and

f’ ”/( "_keoﬁ ther
;y//xa:- .

assassinatien w

out of t///way‘untll the 1n1t1al shock of the

'off (Ibld.) The House Select_Commltteev

: beenfdnable'to-conflrmes.yGarro'sValleQation.“

.;Elena‘also_alleged that shortly afterlthe ssassina—.ﬁ

‘~tion ‘American named June Cobb spent severagX days in her

house. ({bid.) She said that Ms. Cobb had/been sent to - .

| Elena by aN utualffriend"Eunice Odio{' Ibid‘) ElenaE -

'leVMs house she expressed

’?fclalms that W Cobb was at»h“

nan 1nterest in t Kennedy assas 1natlon. (Ibld.) Deba,‘

7v131t1ng Elena one . runk and told Ms Cobb ‘the

,entlre story.‘(Ibld ) obb wanted them to go'to the

American authorities. ( .) Claiming to be a CIA agent,

Cobb suggested that eba go to Texas to tell their

leo..

story; (Ibid.) Whken her suggesti was rejected, Cobb

said that she aAvculd arrange a meetind\with the CIA Station

Ay LA
aa. o .

M‘.z‘f

Chief. The meeting did not occur becaush Ms. Cobb was

asked tg leave the Garro house; evidently because she
A

X ey

kickg lena's cat. (Ibid.) The House Select Committee on

— T — e T T T = = T P A empan Sy
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Assassinations has determined that June Cobb Sharp was
a CIA asset in 1964. (Supra p. 3)
. . -. . /
Elena\clalmed that Ruben Duran visited her circa
~the end of January 1964. (CIA Nos. 580-583¢ Wx 7241, Entry

#427, p- 92, CIﬁ\#7l9) ‘He was worried that Oswald's‘visit_

/////

: to hlS home mlght b dﬂs\overed and that he mlght lose

V; hlS Mex1can 01tlzensh1p (Ibld ) Ruben told Elena that

1t had been SllVla'who had gotten*hlm 1nvolved w1th Oswald
(Iblzai//gag///added that he was not ‘rea lly a Communlst'

- and d opposed the assa551natlon._(Ibld‘)"(RubenhDuran,

p. -, JFK Doc. #"h;‘_Ab)

enled the story HSCA Interv1ew of Ruben Duran, R .

Elena sald that she had told her story to Noe Palomares
of the Gobernac1on about 31x months after the/assa551na—

’al:; tlon (Ibld ) He adv1sed agalnst/g01ng to the Amerlcan

Embassy and told her that/if she dld anythlng at all she

”'should merely wrrte an anonymous Ietter.‘(Ibld ) The"

‘ .Commlttee/spokebto Mr. Palomares who denled\Ms,“Garro's'
claim. (HSCA interview of Noe Palomares, JFK Doc. )
7 ' :

P

Elena stated that it was "common knowledge" that
Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. (CIA Nos. 580-583;
Wx7241, Entry #427, p. 92 CIA #4719) When asked who could

verify the allegation she could only remember one person -

who had told her this. (Ibid.) Elena claimed that person
was Victor Rico Galan, a "pro—Castro journalist." (Ibid.)
A'ictor Rico Galan is dead. The Committee could not verify
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Ms. Garro's allegation. Sylvia Duran denied the allega-
~tion. Nonetheless, LIRING 3, a CIA asset reported the
same story in 1967. /
Durlng these conversations Elena also said that
she "understood" that Oswald had been in Mexico more than
'ﬁ’fonce..(Ibld ) - g ‘ | |

Qﬂ/The HSCA -has been unable to determlne the exact date /
o Subsequent,to December 25 1965;%Thomas wrote ‘in

-,3'the December 25’?1965 memo. that Elena ‘had found her

:_-calendar and had reconstructed the date of the. party as

5late September and not early September.v/CIA Nos. 580—

583, wX-7241 Entry $427, 'p;'42, cIa 47197 When Thomas

B :went to Ferrls offlce ‘and lnformed hlm, Ferrls replled

that Elena had given the late September date when she had

',}'orlglnally reported her story at the Amerlcan Embassy

(FBI Report 9/30/69 p 3- -4, JFK Doc.-No.v ) :fHowever,"

Mrl Ferrls explained to Thomas that someone who had been,rf'ﬁsir”.
s R A T o
ooat the party had stated that there were no Amerlcans there. .

’(Ibld ) Mr{ Ferrls dld not tell Mr. Thomas that Arlo-f

I ax acf intere e

Alejandro Lavagnlnl Stenius Ferris had prev&ded this in-

formation in 1964. (Supra p. ' ) Mr. Ferris suggested » :
Glen's & legetions

that it was not necessary for Thomas to pursue Ehre—matTtEr

since he considered the Oswald case closed and had heard

all the rumors before. /FBI Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4,

JFK Doc. No. /

The State Department forwarded (the same day) a copy

of the Charles Thomas memorandum to the Central Intelligence
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Agency's Mexico City Station to aid in their investiga-_
tion of the John F. Kennedy assassination.  On the first
'page of the memorandum of conversation Winston Scott wrote
"Shouldn't we sent to Headquarters?" Someone responded,

"Of course.” /CIA Nos. 580-583; Wx 7241, Entry #427, p. 92,

. CIA #710/ o
“ f‘&JC’<LUACk7ghm7:

“dai'elfha

(?)December 27' 1965 Legal Attache Memo to the Unlted States"*d"

Ambassador re Elena Garro e

ﬁﬁathn, Ferris e AT
On December 27 /1965 the Legal—ﬁttaehe-ha&—wrrffen ;

' a memo to the Ambassador reportlng that Elena and her da
: bdf)c/Z’f’f‘CLe&.
ter were 1nterv1ewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 / Mem0~ ‘ /qﬁ;:i?+7

to the Ambassador from the Legal Attache, 12/27/65 CIA

#578; WX-7241, Entry #429, P-. 94 CIA #721./ The memo

A_ALVﬂiaA“

S that Elena and her daughter furnlshed 1nformatlon 51m1-

e - .
lar to that 1n Thomas 12/10/65 memo..(Ibld‘) The memo
‘ further stated “"lnqulrles conducted at that tlme (Novem-’\wﬁ‘

”_ ber 1964), however, falled to substantlate the allegations

"made by Mrs. Garro de_Paz and her daughter.‘ In view of (£
the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz' allegations have been pre- ié(
viously checked out without substantiation, no further = I

]

action is being taken concerning her recent repetition ot__-&
those.allegations." (Ibid.)
The Legal Attache forwarded a copy of the memorandum
to the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City Station.
(The House Select Committee has determined that the copy

was forwarded prior to 12/29/78. See below.) Winston
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Scott superimposed superimpesed a note to Anne Goodpasture
von this memo which read, "Can we send in a report to
Headquarters 'dismissing' our cable?" Goodpasture re-
sponded, "Done." (Memo to the Ambassador-from the Legal
Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578 WX-7241 Entry #429 p. 94,
1ACIA F?Zl) The" cable Winston Scott wanted dlsmlssed was_
.dAMex1 5621 (Supra. p, f}:jlk-7?{>.‘_:n, »l.fe .
AR : R ‘on December 29 l965
A cable wrltten by Anne Goodpasture/reportlng the

fLegat 1nterv1ew w1th Elena and the Legat offlce s fallure

‘”ftO substantlate Elena S story was sent to Headquarters.
(Memo from Mex1co Clty to the Dlrector, 12/29/65, Mex1
v“574l,yCIA #575;~WX—7241 Entry #430, p.'94,_CIA.#721).
‘fhe oable.promised to:keep Eeadquarters advised if any
wfurther 1nformatlon were to develop. (Ibid. ) ‘1121/65’
' LICOOKIE s 10/5/64 memo 1s attached to‘thas cable.“'
*”ﬂUWX—7241 explalned thls 1n a’. marglnal comment -"Thls docu—"
»«_ment by LICOOKIE was not 1n (Oswald s flle), but was copled ?
;dfron (a progect flle) and attached to Mex1 5741 29.Dec
65. " (Ibld ) | | .
St | o
A note -swperifmposed to this cable by Allen White
stated, "I don't know what FBI did in November 1964, but
thedGarros have been talking about this for a‘long time
and she is said to be extremely brightf" Anne Goodpasture
wrotevthat the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstan-

tiated but that "we will try to confirm or refute Ms. Garro

de Paz's information and follow up." Win Scott wrote,
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"She is also 'nuts.'" (Ibid. CIA #574)

CIA Investigation of Elena's Allegation that She Created

A Disturbance at the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963 AN gt

On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture forwarded ‘g;}/*f
r 2t -
/3
Thomas December 25 1965 memo to the Cuban sectlon w1th
lean attached note | asklng them to check whether Elena was:
reatln ch dl t :
"seen c g su a dis 2rbance asnthiy c&alﬁed(}naifontf
: L Tt is capear &chp‘hm/ %’ v
- of the Cuban Embassy.[{(Note from Anne Goodpasture to . ymen Fole .
4 ' T av Co(ﬂf‘o r&“‘—é

:'"Cubans, ;2/3/66 CIA No.A57§ WX—7241 Entry 428, p; 94, come
: ‘ "5:., ‘ » B} L o ElTmc 6qﬂ@
cIa #721 )y S o IR 4¢u7¢ﬁqu

One Cuban sectlon offlcer responded "No bells rlng |
with me." Another dne wrote "Me neither.” The third of—

'ficer'wrote;v"No plctures elther " (Ibid.l'a/fhere ls.no_‘ﬂi'

”;1nd1catlon that the penetratlon agents in the Cuban Embassy

‘}were-querled about Flena s allegatlon.A Ibld., that there

',are‘no chtures lS reasonable 51nce Elena clalmed that
'the‘event happened:rl) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m.'when ~ar
the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically sur-
veilled; and 2) the "disturbance" occurred inside the Cuban
.compound. vHSCAlExamination of the CIA Cuban Embassy photof‘
graphic surveillance showed no surveillance on 11/23/63.

(Classified Summary of Staff Review of CIA Documents, un-

dated, p. 3, CIA %#763.)/
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Legal Attache 2/23/66 Memo to the United States Ambassador

Regarding Elena Garro's Allegations

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
Ambassador reporting that "extensive investigation"
failed to dlsclose that Oswald had traveled to Mex1co

f;,ifprlor to'September 26 1963 and that no - 1nformatlon had

1developed‘that would show that he had not been in- New Or—.’“’

“-~;leans 1n‘the early part of that month /Memo from Legat
:gﬁto Ambassador,_2/23/66 CIA #571 WX 7241 Entry #455 p. 95,
éijIA #722/ The memo reltereated that no further actlon
was belng taken by the FBI because Elena s allegatlons had
“"-i*:not ‘been substantlated.‘(lbld ) ‘The Legal Attache fowardedi,
o s Hhis e '
a.copy to the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City

-a¢Station. (The House Select Commlttee on Assa551natlons has

'p;ggfbeen unable to determlne when the copy was forwarded to

.'%i_the CIA )rlA margwnal comment made by Anne Goodpasture next ;f
tto thls entry in WX—7241 says,*"How can it be ascertalned o
"that Oswald dld,ngt travel toﬂMex1co prlor to early September‘
19637 There must be some basis for Elena's reporting."

(Ibid; referenced to Thomas' 12/25/65 memo.)

~Charles Thomas 7/13/66 Memorandum of Conversation/re/éiena

o

ﬁ/‘ Garrd

On 7/13/66 Charles Thomas wrote a memorandum of con-
%

versation reportln‘/that/;lena had told him that she had
received an/Iﬁ;Ii:itIon to visit Cuba from Ambassador

Juogqwn Hernandez Armas\\\?e randum of Conversatlon oy
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Charles Thomas, 7/13/66, CIA #565; WX-7241, Entry 460,

o

<:;i; 96 ,_CIA %723) Elena gave Thomas two lettérs to sup-

@orﬁ\gff\i%aim. (Ibid.) She said the-ltters had been

delivered er homexby a driver from the Cuban Embassy.
(Ibid.) he envelope gavelher address as Vermont 38.
‘(Ibid ) Because of\her stay at\the\Hotel Vermont she saw

: .
the letters as & threat and was frlghtened. (Ibld ) (The

HSCA has determlned that the Cuban Government\inxated 57"

hlena/Garro to v151t Cuba due to her llterary talents;

See Blography )

[y

- Legal ‘Attache Memo to Winston Scott re Elena S Allegatlon

that ‘She Had Stayed at the Hotel Vermont from the Day After

the Assassination until November 30, 1963 -

On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo. to the
CIA/COS reportlng that a rellable confldentlal 1nformant
had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont dls—"-"d
| 5closed that "Elena Paz, housew1fe from San Luis. Pot051
had reglstered at the Hotel Vermont on‘November 23, l963;
She left on November 30, 1963. (Memo from‘Legat to Winston
Scott, 10/13/65; CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry %466, p. 98,
CIA #725; Thomas' 7/13/66 meno.) (The House Select Committee

on Assassinations has been unable to determine why the

Central Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigations waited until 1966 to investigate this aspect
of Elena's story.) The Memo said that "the above individual

may or may not be identifical with Elena Garro de Paz." (Ibid.)
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Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memo, states, "She (Elena)
and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.
She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives'or friends
of his from San Luis Postosi.” (Memo of Conversation by

Charles Thomas, 12/25/65 P. 3, CIA v582) The entry for

;:f:the 10/13/66 Legat memo in. WX—7241 bore the notatlon,:;J

' f;ﬁThls 1s what Elena claimed and .no one would believe her.

f(wx—7241 Entry #466 p. 98 CIA #725)

"TffECharlesﬁfhomas"Septemberﬁ30 1969 Letter to State Depart-3 5

ment and Legal Attaches Response

,ffﬁgl,_ ; No further reporté on Elena S story waslgenerated K

- until 1969 when Charles Thomas was ’selected out.‘ ‘("Se—
lected out".is a phrase used when an officer is retired
‘f.after hav1ng been in- one grade for the maximum perlod of

f;..aq:f;time and 1s not con31dered qualified for promotion to a’

f;?higher grade) Thenv he wrote a memorandum to the Secre-vwﬁ_._ﬁ

~,tary of State which 1ncluded a ‘cover letter stating,r
"Since I was the Embassy Orficer in Mexico who acquired
~this intelligence information, I feel a responsibility
for seeing it through to its final evaluation.". (State .
Department: Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers;
Secretary of State, July 25, 1969)

Charles Thomas' memorandum stated that "he got no

reaction from Nathan Ferris and Winston Scott" regarding
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his.memorandum of December 25, 1965. (State Department:
Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary
of State, July 25, 1969) In addition, Thomas wrote that‘
the only person to speak to him about the December 25,
. 1965 memorandum, Clarence Bomstra (Deputy Chlef of Mls—
.Slon;vState Department Chlef of Afflrs at tne tlme of
T'ET/Pre51dent Kennedy s assass1natlon and subsequent Oswaldi‘gyh;r

-1nvest1gatlon) told hlm that Oswald ‘had not been in- Mex1co
tiryon the date glven for the Darty.?$(State Department Letter
i-ffrom Charles Thomas “to Wllllam Rogers, Secretary of Stater

tJuly 25, 1964) Thomas noted that even when he relterated
‘"_that Elena had’ not changed her story but rather that she
had now given a more accurate account, Boonstra stated that"
the date was wrong and dlsmlssed the entlre affalr. (Ibld )
2% The Mex1co Clty Legat s Offlce, Nathan Ferrls, in
-fﬁreply to Tnomas letter and memorandum,_asserted thatﬁd'“dc'
'thhomas ‘offlce had been adv1sed by memoranda dated Decem—"‘
~ ber 27 1965 and February 23 1966 that since Elena Garro' s'd:
allegations had previouslyvbeen_inyestigated without sub-
stantiation, no further action was ‘being taken ooncerning
her recentjrepetition of those allegations. (FBI Report;
9/30/69, pp; 3-4, JFKvDoc. No. ) In their report,-the
Legat's Offioe concluded that either‘the’Counselorvfor Poii—

tical Affairs did not route the memoranda to Charles Thomas .

or that Thomas did not recall receiving them. (Ibid.)

.
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Thomas wrote that when.he went to Nathan Ferris'
office to inform him that Elena had found her'calendar
and had reoonstructed the date of the party as late Sep-
tember, Ferris replied that Elena had given the late Sep-

e pwtember date when she had orlglnally reported her story at

7jh_the Amerlcan Embassy. (State Department Letter from Charles_,i

rithhomas to Wllllam Rogers, Secretary of State, Julye 25
drl969) = Thomas noted that Ferrls explalned that someone.
t.'whchad been at the party had stated that there had not
:fbeen any Amerlcans. (Ibld ) He wrote that he had assumed
',that Elena could have clearly been mlstaken about the 1dent1—
Jddty of the Amerlcan she saw there, but never doubted that
she had seen some Amerlcans. (Ibid. ) Thomas alle;gd that
'"::FerrlsKsuggested that 1t was’ not necessarv for Thomas to‘
"wajpursue the matter since he con51dered the Oswald case o

:;closed and had heard all the rumors before. (Ibld )
MI« £ 4 o
: : ! o4 &S* tM
The Legat Offlcesreplged ‘that Mr.- Ferrls had not -

told Thomas that ‘someone who was at the party had stated
that there had not been any Americans presept (FBI Report,
Lzqel theele’
_ 0
9/39/69, p. 4, JFK Doc. No. ) The #2fc=t asserted that

" Thomas had been told that it would not be necessary for

him to pursue the m #Zter any further since Elena's story

‘had been investigated previously without being substantiated.
(Ibid.) 1In addition,ythe memo stated that Thomas had been

told that Elena's story was considered a closed issue, not

TN

NW 66000 Docld:32271434 Page 48



- 29 -
that the Oswald case was closed. (Ibid.)

House Select Committee on Assassinations'

Elena‘Garro's Allegations

*yi-gated Elena Garro s story both through flle rev1ews and

:,fpersonal 1nterv1ews.

4The Commlttee requested and rev1ewed /:;jiﬁ:¥45
dtyhthe CIA s, FBI s and State Department s flles, when -
‘”ava;lable,'on Elena Garro de Paz,_Elenlta Garro de Paz,"
lfhanuel Calv1llo, Noe W Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,
_ VictorwglooﬂGalan,jEunice Odio,VSylv1a Duran,_Lydla ;
. :Euran:ﬂkuhenmburan, Betty Serratos; Horatio Duran, Euseblo>yil
Azcue, and Emilio Carballldo. " Only the Elena Garro de

;‘,"Paz flle contalned 1nformatlon on her allegatlons.‘ Though

A;d;lall the names llsted above played a role 1n Elena Garro

;de Paz srory,'not one of thelr flles 1ncluded a: referenceiE%Ji“d‘;
i_:to Elena Garro de Paz.;i_l ) |
.}Furthermore,'the HouselSelect.Coﬁmitteefon'Assassinaé1 -
tions requested and.reyieWed the Central Intelligence
Agency's LICOOKIE I, LICHANT I, LIRING 3, LIHUFF I and
'TICHBORN files. Once again, not one of the files included

a mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select

Committee on Assassinations learned'ﬁhat LICOOKIE I was
/]’D Ct .
June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation.

(supra, p. 4) The Committee also learned that LICHANT I

e e R ) o
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gL

. \A‘:‘ . .
"was Manuel Calvillo who had Elena Garro and her daughter

in a hotel the day following.the assassination. (Supra,

p. 13) He also told Elena that Sylvia Duran had been ar- .

rested before this fact had become public knowledge. (Ibid.)
‘Since %ile review was i.nconclusive, the Committee

P o - R
““decrded to arrange 1nterv1ews 1n Mex1co w1th Sylv1a Duran,

-Elena Garro, Elenlta Garro,,Horac1o Duran,'Ruben Duran,

71,3 Lynn Duran, EmlllO Carblllldo and Betty Serratos. ‘The_‘
;“Mexlcan_Government 1nﬁormed the Houselseleot_Commlttee on
“aafAssassinationsithat'Elenaiand?EienitafGarro disappeared‘

in 1968 durlng the student uprlslngs and have never re-

.fturned to Mex1co._»The»offlc1als‘statedvthat Elena and
her daughter might be in Spain.  (See Mexico City Proce-

wieidural Write-— -up Trlp l ) The Mex1can government reported

"7“:7that EmlllO Garballldo could not be found (Ibld;)’ e'

;othersdwere 1nterv1ewed between June l and June 6 1978.

5*(Ibld );f _g'
;7 Betty Serratos, LydiavDuran,ZRuhengDuran,bandgHoratiODV':

Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attend any of the twist parties at the
Duran:homes.:(See: HSCA Interview of Betty Serratos,
6/6/78, p. 6) JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Interview of
Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p.v6, JFK Document No. : HSCA
Staff Interview of Ruben Duran Navarro, 6/6/78, p. 16, JFK
Document No. ; HSCA Staff Interview of Horatio Duran,

Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document No. ). When
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Sylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro ever
_attended twist parties at the Duran homes, she recalled
Elena attending one twist party at Ruben's home in 1963

When the Garros returned to Mexico from France. (HSCAV

_Staff Interv1ew of Sylv1a Tlrado Bazan, 6/6/70 p. 920,

All the Durans denled that LeeAi:‘

thomes. (Strlng c1tes )

The Commlttee next asked the Central Intelllgence '

r‘f‘Agency to arrange staff 1nterv1ews w1th LICHANT/l (Manuel

.;¢The Central Intelllgence Agency: decllned to. ald the Com~

'”mlttee 1n thls aspect of the lnvestlgatlon.:]fjff]s;

Calv1llo), LICOOKIE/I (June Cobb),'along w1th a llSt of

'1other assets who may have had 1nformatlon related to Lee -

Harvey Oswald's trip to Mex1co Clty (

The Commlttee returned to Mex1co Clty and attempted”‘tﬁi

'.?to locate June Cobb Sharp and Manuel’CalVLllo.'v(See Proce—'

ff”dural erte up Trip 2 Mex1co City) The results of the Com-'-

';,\C\ eak
mittee's work were as follows L=Ffe Mexican government

told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a tourist ————

permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she entered —_—
Mexico through Nuevo Laredo. She asked, but was deneid, 4_
ﬁ permission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico. On 'Z>

June 21, 1948, she received a courtesy permit, numher 25556.

Furthermore, the Mexican government explained that she dis- ;’,_;
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appeared in 1954 and never returned to Mexic . (See Pro-

cedural Writeup Trip 2 Mexico City. e Committee believes.

that there is a posSibility that this information is incor-
rect. According to Ms. Cobb's CIA file she worked for the .
' agency as an asset 1n Mex1co from 1961 through 1966 .(CIA”

\ Lﬁ!bReoort,.l965 June Cobb flle, 201— -».'2 ); Elena also

ifitstated that ¥S° Cobb re51ded at her home in 1964 (Supra

p.""»~;’%) 2) The Mex1can government told the Commlttee

that Manuel Calv1]lo dld not llve at- Cuohtemoc 877~ 5 as
T )W‘F"‘IW“J ‘/L{M ¢ ) ’
the Commlttee had-stated ' Thelr agent-in- charge had spoken /
‘ at heek P(ouwcL Cal '-‘//0 '
- to the superlntendant at the apartments-ékne%ﬁﬁrjﬁﬁﬁf‘ ot tf
) ’UAS loL‘«Lutc‘ +\1 ‘"’.STJC ‘F‘»( Suf‘r”\hnisi'dp rG\VS hed w°rkc¢ “4’ #\b AP g WW

T ;twenty—f%we=years—who sald that no Manuel Calv1llo had

ever resided there. When Committee staffers gave thevMeXi—'
];s‘canfgovernment'CalVillo's-pen'name, the Mexicans gave the

fSame”anSWers.§ (See Procedural erte Mex1co Clty Trlp 2 )

JfThe Committee 1s<@@rte certaln that Mr. Calv1llo llveﬁ at
L ack desstonbl f76 . :
k_thls address 81nce it acqulred the address from a recent
. CIA document. (CIA_Report, 976, Manuel Calv1llo rlle,,v

201~ | )

- The Committee believes that there is a possibility
that the Mexican government received orders from the Cen-
‘tral Intelligence Agency to refrain from aiding the Committee

with this aspect of its work. (See Procedural Write-up

Trip 2 Mexico City.)
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CW.M?%C,@, At wTp s }/’m

The Committee made every attempt possible to locate £ 777%.
gpnuu\y 7,7 /t‘é\ Ca et s e s ,?g.,,‘,,f, —7“(/(‘/3"):,4/(/

her publisher Mortiz in Mexico City and asked about her

whereabouts. :(HSCA Staff Contact Report, 7/7/78, JFK
Document No. 10016) The publisher stated that Ms. Garro
was living in the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. (Ibid.)
fh»;The Commlttee staffer telephoned the Hotel 1n Spaln ‘and ‘-fitfw*73‘

Vfﬁgjrspoke to the manager who told hlm that Ms. Garro had moved -

'_‘out.»(ibid}) (HSCA Staff ContaCt Report 7/7/78 JFK Do- T
fAcument No. o \On July 14 1978 a Commlttee staffer
7called her publlsher agaln and was told to contact the

Mexican Embassy in Madrld Spgalnﬁw The publlsher stated'

: TP A dw S
"_that all Elena S checks were- sent there because she dld f

not even trust her publlsher_w1th her address.'(Ibld.)
f(HSCA Staff Contact Report ~7/14/78, JFK Document No.

‘9950)

-:;The commlttee sfaffer called the Mex1can Fmbassy in
IR ' B e 4_%L¢ émbdf7
Madrld Spaln and spoke to Adolfo Padllla, ar - employee °
- who stated that when Elena v151ted the Embassy a couole
- of weeks before to pick up-a check she looked flnanc1ally
poor. (HSCA Staff Contact Report, 8/31/78, JFK Document
No. ) He stated that when he asked Elena her new ad-
dress she declined to give one, stating that she would
return every few weeks to pick up checks and mail. (Ibld )
ave Pedddla o Felph.nt

The—staéfer—leftlfhe Committee§§ﬂnumber and a message

asking Elena to telephone the Committee collect. (Ibid.)
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On September'S, l978, Elena Garro called the
Committee staffer. When the staffer explained that the
Committee wished to talk.to her in person and would‘pay
both her daughter's and her travel from Spain, Ms. Garro

- asked why she should belleve the staffer was who he
. /Tobc 7)

fclalmedq/(HSCA Staff Contact Report 9/5/78 JFK Document fiff'"""

The staffer asked Ms. Garro to call back

“Ycoﬂect rn4the next few days When he could explaln to her
when and where she could recelve a Commlttee letter de11;
ineatlng why the Commlttee w1shed to 1nterv1ew herr (Ibld )
The Commlttee wrote the letter and made arrangements with

»C;'ﬁ the State Department for a letter to be hand dellvered

- to Elena at the Amerlcan Embassy in Spain. (See attached

. letter- alco, “HSCA. Stafr Contact Report, 9/5/78 JFK Docu—'

"hment No':}xn‘“l;)d g |

'7l978 ,Elena Garro called the Commltteef'

MR A

On eptember
'staffer and asked when the letter would arrive. (HSCA staff
h‘Contact Report 9/7/78 'JFK Document No. ‘:l‘cThe-Com—
mittee staffer explained that the letter could be gotten
on Monday, September 11, 1978 from George Phelan, the
Counsellor for Consular Affairs at the American Embassy.
(Ibid.) - Ms. Garro stated that she would get'the letter
on September 11, 1978 and follow our suggestions. (Ibid.)

Ms. Garro never'went to the American Embassy'in

Spain to get the Committee's letter. (HSCA Staff Contact
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Report, 9/15/78, JFK Document No. ) The Committee,
7
hoping she wouldéﬂgugﬁmg'the letter before her flight
Al/‘?
date, proceeded to purchase tickets for both Elena and
her daughter. (HSCaA Staff Contact Report, 9/12/78, JFK
Document No. ) Elena neswer-gmt the tickets at
the airport. (HSCA Staff Contact Report, 9/15/78, JFK
. . PANS | N-F .
Document No. ) The Committee wrever zegained con-
b,/u;él"/ﬂ—l  ~
tact with-her.

The Committee also investigated whether Thomas'
"selection out" was related to the Oswald case. After
interviewing his widow, Ms. Cynthia Thomas, the Committee
has concluded that his dismissal was unre@iled. (HSCA
Staff interview of Cynthia Thomas, r P , JFK

Document No. )
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