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Cuban-American

in Book V cf the final report'of the Senate Seiect
;Commlttee to Study Governmental Operatlons on the performance‘“ R
of the 1ntelllgence agenc1es in tne 1nvestlgatlon of the.
assa551nat10n, the FBI and CIA are cr1t1c1zed for thelr
‘aoparent fallure to fully pursue leads surroundlng thev
assa551natlon of Pre51dent Kennedy and then to fully report
to the Warren Commission the results of the lnvestlgatlons

they did undertake.A One such.lead concerned the travel

from Texas'tovMeXico'City of af Cuban4_ih
American on November 23' 1963 .and then his fiight to Havana on
, Vovember'27 l/ The lead was made more "interesting" by
‘the fact that the Cuban-Amerlcan reportedly attended a
‘meetlng of the Tampa chapter of the Falr ‘Play for Cuba
Committee on November,ll,_1963, g/ ‘The chse Select
Committee on Assassinations examined‘the documents'connected
»to that lead to determlne' (a) whether the facts whlch were‘

known by the FBI and CIA about that 1nd1v1dual warranted R

'further 1nvest1gatlon'and what 1nvest1gatlon was undertaken,;j*

?(b) whether any of that 1nformatlon was reported to the Warrenj_
’”Comm1551on, and (c) whether the kno»n facts sugcest any yf"{?

1nvolvement in the assa551natlon of Presrdent Kennedy.
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A chronology of the acthltles e FBT and CIA

on this lead amplifies

information which was in the

possessi the two agencies.

CIATInvestigation

The first 1nformatlon on the travel of the Cuban-
' 7 : .
Amerlcan appeared,on‘December*@ﬁ(1963; At that time_the_

'Mex1co Statlon,of ‘the CIA sent a classified-mess

W
. to CIA- headquarters tha uauseurce"i§e5tifmed,as ﬂITEMPO/4)

'requested o the_Mex1co Chregﬂg;¢8¢ation at 1300 hours

//on/tﬁat date "urgent traces on U.S. 701tlze ‘Gilberto P.

'<\_Looez. 3/ The source sald Lopez arrlved in Mexico on

v6$€E;;; 23 en route to Havana and thazwzo;;:f;;d:>”

'%hen

dlsappeared record of hls’trlp to Havana. Accordingmf

to the nessage, Lopez ad a tourlst card carrylng number

24553, which ‘he obtalned in Tampa on Vovember 20 1963 and
:hlS passport number was 310162 ) The message stated that Lopez

__left Mex1co for Havana on November 27 v1a Cubana (Alrllnes). -

“~': he'cla381f1ed nessage'llsted theSE yotonym LIFIRL as th ¢%%ﬁ4”?

'source of 1nformatlon O‘f travel | It 1nd1cated tne Mexrco

Qz:ggf;tatlon had no- trates on- hlm. 4/ —7?{n_# .
' o /9¢¢7¢%«_04%Q. - u“/f’ e
In another cla351f1ed message(@ﬁled December 3, l9éj)fronzhp,

theiMex1co(g::§/étatlo\\tbCIA headquarters, the station
reposted alsoatﬁaffi;;'FBI office in-Méexico~City had been

advised by Mexican authorities that Lopez entered Mexico on

November 27 at Nuevo Laredo. 5/
MW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 4
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In another class&fredamessage @Eiedﬁbecember 4, l9§_,,/

to the Mexrco é:j§,5tatlon from CIA headquarters, the Agency

// o
rePOItGW&te’Department cneck on had produced nothl

yet because of the dlfflculty in trac1ng records using only

- a name and passporc number._g/ _ rhe message contalned.thls
. We assume you have not told{( [5‘004&‘::7
that Lopez flew to Cuba on ’ fber -

because_you do not want to blow the -
IFIRE gperation. This problem is up
to_you('l/. T e

Oébﬂdla’? o t‘.o«~l3‘7734, 0’\/ L

”/fzzzzo é:j§—8tat1 1nvolved cooperatlon between the

CIA and M an federal off1c1als who part1c1pated in a

The "LIFIRE openytion=re ﬁjfd to in the class1f1 d ssage‘

d-plan of photographlng}passengers of fllghts departlng for HavahaQr

(éidwobtalnlng the passenger lists of the Cubana fllgﬁtET::Sff‘

vroms .

hex1can OfflClalS also had thelr own program to photograph the

passoorts of the passengers arr1v1ng from Havana. 8/

‘On December 5 1963 the Mex1co Clty Statlon reported o

that the(LITEMPO/4;source had stated~that Gllberto Lopez had

crossed the Mex1can border at Laredo, Texas on November 23

1963 and reglstered in the Roosevelt Hotel in Mexico Clty on _"”“
—ﬂe AL P Sova <8
‘November 25 at 1600 hours in Room 203. 9/.fLL¥sAPG—also

rep orted that Lopez departed on a Cubana fllght cn

NW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 5
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!

Vovenoer 27 for Havana That classified message stated
- sRe Tt e /——gw
additionally tha t(LITEMPOZéghad a good p otograp

Lopez. 10/

: The photograph-of”Lopez COntained in his CIA 201 file
Y -
"27 November 1963" stanoed on the back In the photogiiE'D

srsh;;%{;;;::ng dark glasses and the background in

the photograoh is dark and 1ndlst1ngulshable. : - S
Hha Ao riin g T S
4¢WM%“ gfﬁrdlspatc'“mcted‘December 5-;;"from the Chlef o™ o

=T

Stlonglsn =E51co ﬁ) to headquarters, copies Of the

o

“tdaen) - = _
Jﬂm&b the photograph was taken Gﬁithe nlght of November

- e e

"ph_ pgrapﬁﬂg?ﬁ::::; were attached. andﬁthe dlspatch stated

‘ : § t>5

‘g preulousry reported 1nformatlon of the numbers of Lopez s.V_
‘passport and tourlst card and his entry

into and departure from Mex1co.; The dlspatch contalned the_ -

D

additional information that Lopez»'{vas the only
=passencer on Cubana rllght #465 on Novemoer 27 1963 to davana,rf}fi

the fllght contalned a crew of nlne Cubans.n It Sald he used _?T*

a U S passport and a Cuban courtesy v15a..12/ Tne dlspatch

" had the follow1ng message;f?"Source states the tlmwng ‘and ;517

' c1rcumstances surroundlng subject s travel through Mex1co and i

-departure for Havana are susolc1ous " 13/ The dlsoatch
said also that the source "urgently” reguested all available

data on the individual.
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,/‘/M\‘j,ﬂ-jf?'v- c’)/e -
Aiso on{DecmeBer 5, 1963 CIA headquarters cabled the

i

Mexico Cltx,Statlon and 1dent1f1ed this Cuban-Amerlcan as

Gllberto Pollcarpo Lopez, who was . born on January 26 1940. 14/ 00

It stated also that LOpeZ was . not 1oent1cal w1th a Gllberto
Lopez who had been- 1dent1f1ed as actlve in pro Castro groups in
Los Angeles. 15/

'éggg égijrf' | - | <3J27$7,4Q4d90ﬁb¢¢4¢5'ALcanltc/,
March

1964, the Monterrey Station senta ,6’
cla551f1ed message{to headquarte §>that Enrlque Ruiz Montalvo,

an agent of the Mexican Federal Jud1c1al Pollce, had'ﬁiébég

(ingorned the CIA hat one of Ruiz' s contacts reported :
'22/}nfiajf February,'1964, that an Amerlcan citizen named‘Gilberto )
fh<:jgéées was—igvolved in the Kennedy assassination. 16/ The- message

: TN
“said\ruiz” S, contact reported that<§§§§§/entered Mex1co on

foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200 hours on Vovember 13 carrylng-U;;
'passport #319962 whlch was issued July 13 1960. 17/ Accordlng o
to the dlspatch the contact related also that Lopes proceeded by
bus to Mex;co City where he entered Cuban enbassy"-»lt Sald that
'L.he left the ‘Cuban Embassy on Novemoer 27 and was the only
t passenger for Cuba on’ llght JL465. 18/ | Sald the contact

Viigs 1ssued Mexlcan travei‘form B, #24553

'Jreported tha

'Vuevo Laredo 19/ Accordlng to the dlsoatch »Rulz'_eported ipn

"that he could not verlfy the contact s 1nformatlon,"”f"h

bu thought 1t might be of interest to the United States d-

‘government. 20/
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Cuban-~Ame’:an ...page 6 : ‘

The cable stated also that backdround 1nfornatlon

o /Z,.,va
concernlng the (MonteTrey base s contact tah_§332)was

: DAY G :
contalned in a dlspatch dated March 18 whlch was being pouched —
to headquarters(on March 202 21/ : T

Athe Depft"y CWem.co Station

Q}\ cabled a clas51f1ed message to headquarters in whlch 1t was

[ sourcE ]

' statlon by early December ?}:’:“22/

- A 201 flle was. opened on Gllb rto Policayxpd Lopez by

\—M/

-Agency headquarters on December 16 1963. 23/ At that time h1s fjv

A@

@ stated that the 1nformatlon contalnedrnﬂthe earller dlspatch
fb ' HA2 /700 hatpon T,
< A whlch discussed th "jibes fully with that prov:.ded

_records 1nd1cated that no earlier 201 file had ex1sted . The
file contains a "Rev1ew of 201 flle on U S Cltlz n" by

_ | | ¢ S .
<§Z§?§’E§S§§§> an operatlons officer for the 4iﬁ/FI component .

of the Agency. 24/ In that rev1ew the flle class1f1ed

as a "counterlntelllgence case (1 e., 1nvolv1ng a forelgn lntelll—

gence or securlty serv1ce) " 25/ lhe date of entry of that L
-category in Agency records lS 1nd1cated as January 22 lﬂi:)ln s

‘;;Lopeé;jz%lle.-26/ |

G

- FBI Ihvestiéation'

In a report dated August 26 1964,.the;FBI’docume"“
/

the results of its 1nvest1gatlon on Gy'berto Pollcarpo Lopez -

MW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 8



Cuban-American...page 7

e

which had been carrled out .in Key West, Florida. | he report'. c
':stated that Lopez s coungin /Gullierno Ser;azgggggﬁgg;) told the ;:.
. FBI tnat Lopez came’ to the United Stated for the- rlrst time some éff
vtlne after Castro flrst came’ to power. 27/ He stayed approx1mately
one year and then returned to Cuba. 28/ Rodrlguez stated that
'Looez returned to Cuba because he was homesick and mlssed
'hls famlly, he had parents and four brothers who Stlll re31ded
A '(iégdfiggezdstated also that Lopez s brother'Sellto

a member of the Cuban mllltla at that time. 32/ AnotherA o

brother, Raimundo Poliﬁg?goéfgpez:Dhad.reportedly been '
- _ 7 ,
sent to the Sov1et Unlon to study by the Cuban government,u'
»accordlng to Rodrlguez, il/. - .i ;f" jy. J_j}'- N
| Rodrlguez told the FBI that Lopez returned to the Unlted x
States in 1960 or 1961 because he was afrald he would be drafted
" into the Cuban mllltla if he remained in Cuba. 32/

The FBI learned that Lopez marrled an Amerlcan woman in Key'

"West 1n August, 1962._33/ Accordlng to Lopez 'S w1fe, he worked L

hfor a- tlme w1th the

?1npl962 and at the Mollna
-‘»‘and Murgla Bakery ln Key West, wnlch was owned by cous1ns. 34/
= She sald that he also worked for a’ constructlon comoany 1n .

..Tampa ln._June’ '1963. 3_5_/

MW 66000 Docld:32273520 .Page g



Cuban-American: .page 3

S

T‘Lopez's wife told the FBI thab/Z’;;\ began suffering from__
recurrent attacks ofsepilepsy and hadtto be confined at dackson-j
 State Hospltal in-Key-West in early 1963. 36/ She stated that
'he was treated by doctors from Coral Gables and Key West for theé;’
.epllepsy. 317/ She'stated that,she did not pbelieve he had a ’
history—of.epilepsy before coming to the United'States._ggf'
She believed his convulsions were.brought.on by nervous ‘tension";
:and_worry over his fanily in Cuba and may have been a reason,r
ifor his returndto Cuba in l963._§2/ -
| The wife said‘that.inAapproximatelv:November,hl§63
she received a letter from. Lopez saylng he had returned to
= Cuba. 40/ The wife stated that she was surorlseo ‘he had returned: 
but that he had mentloned he was g01ng back to Cuba when he
'left for Tampa in Vovember, 1963. gl/ -The W1fe gave her oplnloni;h
that he returned because of-his close.relatlonshlp ﬁithbhis o
parents. 42/ . The wife stated that she received another letter'_l’”
. from hlm later from Cuba. 43/ Accordlng to the letter, he was:;h

_worklng as an elevator ooerator in’ Havana. 44/ In that letter

Lopez sald he had recelved some klnd of flnanc1al a551stance,ﬁf

for the trlp from an organlzatlon 1n Tampa. 45/ Accordlng to the

w1le, Lopez dld not have suff1c1ent personal funds to pay the

xpenses to Mex1co and Cuba._46/ Sh° sald that he had ‘never had m;?

contact w1th Cuban refugee organlzatlons to her knowledge. él/v_,_

MW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 10



Cuban-American...page 9

Rodrlgucz told the FBI .that Lopez left Key. West
in late 1963 to go to Tampa with the hope of belng able.:
to return to Cuba. 48/ Rodrlguez Sald heﬁbelleveo_Lopez wanted;;?‘:
~to return-.to Cuba because he was afrald of - belng drafted into .
.the U.S. mllltary 49/ Rodrlguez sald Lopez waS—not 1nvolved -
in any pro Castro act1v1ty while llVlng in Key ?est,.but tnat
Lopez wasv“deflnltely" pro—Castro. 50/ Rodrlguez recount ed that
in one 1nstance he and Lopez actually had a. flst flght OVer
’Lopez s pro Castro sympathles ‘Ql/ » . L
| In a report 1h March 19@5 “the FBI reported that Lopez
had attended a meeting of the Tampa Fair Play for Cuba Commlttee
.. on November 20, ligg 52/ The report also stated that at &
-_meetlng of ‘the oroup on November 17, 1963 Lopez stated that he rf?
had been refused_travel back to.Cuba;’ He sald at that,tlme . B
'r_that he was waiting for a phOne call from’Cuba.to get word-on
his departure to.Cuba.'éé/. _ | H
Accordlng to that report in March 1964 a member of thev

'-;Tampa FPCC stated that she called a frlend 1n Cuba on December 8

i;?1963 and was told that Lopez had arrlved safely. 54/ The member

’fhad attempted to locate Lopez 1n Cuba through frlends there because

o Lopez had n0t dellvered glfts to persons 1n Cuba from pe

in lorlda as he had promlsed to do; 55/ Tne menber stated

~also that the Tampa chaoter of the FPCC had glven Lopez'
approximately $190 for the return trlp to Cuba. 56/ ‘The member
'said that Lopez had gone to Cuba.by ﬁay‘of Mexlco because-he did
notohaveAa passport. 57/ | |

NV 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 11



Cuban-Amarican...page 10

The March 1964 FBI report listed Lopez's passport as
'$310162, which had been issued‘in January,'l§60; and his
Mexican;tourist,card_as.9M8—24553,vissued ﬁovember_ZO, 1963:’.
“in Tampa.'gg/‘ it'stated that bopez entered Mekicofby private-
auto at NueVo Laredo-on”November'ZB 1963 and departed for

"Havana on November 27 as the only passenger on a Cubana fllght
carrylng a Cuban courtesy visa. 59/
| Accordlng to the FBI flle, Lopez s mother,vEsperanza h
Rodrlguez, was born in Key West, Florlda._GO/ " The flle_
llsted three cousins and rour uncles who res1ded and worked in -
‘the Key Viest area with their famllles 61/ L | |
| Lopezf5'FBI file contains a memo’from”the‘Tampa office . .
dated October 26 1964 which‘states- | | | | |
_-It is felt that 1nformatlon developed
regarding the subject is not sufficient
- to merit con31deratlon for the Securlty
Index. 62/ :
The only 1nformatlon transmltted by the FBI to the Warren

iJCO'nm.ssz.on on LOpez concerned a check at the Passport Offlce. 63/h5;

: Tne lnformatlon the Bureau dld send to the Comm1331oneabout the

'lff:xampa chapter 0r the FPCC dld not 1nclude any lnformatlon on:5

LoPoz s acthltles..64/ The CIA apoarently dld not prov1de -
any lnformatlon on’ LOpez to the Warren Comm1531on. " As POLnted

e’ég;;;fizs.ffl

out in the Senate reporty thls OmlSSlQn is made mo

NW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 12



Cuban- z‘\grican. . -page 1k : ' ‘

by - the fact that sources had reported within a few days of
Looez's departure for Havana and of the assassination that the
c1rcumstances surroundlng ‘his travel seemed "suep1c10us .and
that in March 1964 while the Warren Comm1551on was well o
underway into its work into:the“investigation'oF the o

|.

assa551natlon, Lopez had reportedly been involved 1n the

keonedy assassination. . rm/(£¢w~@‘f’°"(
' In the 1977 report—ei-the=Fpgpecter-Ger
_ N o

WST&7_the Agency attempted to \refute geveral "inaccuracies"
'in'the.Senate5report_regarding the reporting on Lopez's
travel. vThat'is apparently the only'follow—up by“the"

Agency on the lead after the Senate report aopeared
' —7—*},[2 7/57‘

Y

S In_the f1 rqj- plase The
corrected the statement in the Senate report that sources

reported'that_Lopez appeared "susprcrous" when he was‘

A sfirveilléd. in Mexico. §§/ The Ie—fepeft.explained that the
t . %/L.L/ .
¥nal CIA document of December 1963 whlch characterlzed

the man as susplc1ous was merely "cryptlc and lmpreSSlonlSth S

rather than constltutlng a tanglble basrs for dramatlc

'1964 cable(from the Monterrey basée wnlch recounted the

g e o

1nrormatlon .on. Lopez(from the contact of the Mexican pollce*“”w T

and clalmed Lopez was 1nvolved in the assassrnatlon was

MW 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 13



Cuban-American. ..page 12

incorrect‘on several points: Lopez's name was.misspelled
"Lopes"- it stated that Lopez entered Mexico on'foot when
the CIA repeated the FBI's" conclu51on that he had traveled
by auto,rlt gave 1ncorrect digits in Lopez S passport o
number} it stated that the Mexican tourlst Vlsa was 1ssued
in Nuevo Laredo and not Tampa; and lt reported'that he'
‘stayed at the Cuban Embassy; 67/ 'Based on these inaccuraCies,r
“the ;ﬁssegzgzlgéﬂeral concluded that "the source patently :»‘-
was extensively mlSlnformed " 68/ _Based on that observatlon,lr
- - TEFEL . OV
the iaepeeterneeﬂeral completely d scofnted theAcable :
T-‘by t?e Deputy Chief{of Stat&en‘4n<§e§lco(§zgi
:<é§§;>that th i

~with what had e'

pollce source 1 formatlon’"jlbed"'

ier been reoortedfby the CIA s source- 69/

Presunably the dlscreoan01es pornted out by ‘the

. TFR. ——— —
4aeeeeter—GEﬂefel are meantmto—explalnwthew* that[the -

. .CIA did not tak€ more aggressive investigative‘;teps to
hascertaln whether therelmlght_have—been Some connectlon__f
_ between Lopez and the assass1natlon.. In that regard the
o 1977-&nspgg;giz;eneralyreoort explalns that the Agency

Vhad no other means of 1nvest1gat1ng Lopez at hlS dlsposal _i

_..and had carrled the lead as far as ‘it was able by f S

questlonlng a Cuban defector_about Lopez, While tne fact B

of the CIA's lack of'access_to further informatlon_about

NV 66000 Docld:32273520 Page 14
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Lopez may well be the case, that fact does not explain either
the failure of the CIA to take more'seriously the suspicions

ofvthe sOurces, or most importantly, to report whatever . ;

1nformation it had to the Warren CommlsSion.u In that L

o TF &
regard the" attempts.af'the }nepee%ef—GeneraT—to denigrate

the value of. the 1nformation prov1ded on Lopez do not
: e)?zébn/ ’ 1427 #s

- Simdpdish the apparent neg;agenee of the Agency-*a seriously

pursu&asg the 1nformation as it was received. The Agency is-

not to be faulted for the strength of 1ts 1ntelligence'-

gathering, bnt rather for the judgment which kept that : f’//sz.,
~intelligence from the governmental body, the Warren .

Commission, which was handated to pass on the strength of

xactly that kind of 1nformation.
From the information collected by the FBI, there
- ' ?/ﬁd’l 4la.

appear to be well—exp&eaﬁed reasons both for Lopez's "

desire to return to Cuba and his solicitation of the help of a
*local FPCC chapter for that travel.v HlS c0ntacts in Florida yf’i_
.appear on their face to be 1nnocent ané—nenpvfrtrsal and not ﬂfﬁ}i

PO 1n any way connected w1th the assaSSLnation Despite the_j._:

suggestion by tne Senate report of suspiCion in the fact
that Oswald may" have been 1n touch w1th that same FPCC
4%&#%“39 fonel o e T

410 ev1dence &v?@&;o to suggest that Oswald was4‘f1“

actually in touch w1th the Tamoa FPCC or that LOpez was

napter,

‘connected in any way with Oswald'or Dallas.
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e . ’ i . [ PR

Despite what is now knowh about Lopez; the Warreh

Commission may well_have wanted to lay tosrest

susp1c1ons which would remain about Lopez, and. satisfy

itself that ‘these c1rcumstances in no way 1nd1cate forelgn o
‘ 1nvolvement in the assaSSLnatlon.- The'CIA has contrlbuted- ?\ g
to those suspicions by not airing the matter.and explaining (Z -
circumstances which could shed light on'otherwise,sinister B
appearing.events{:

| :The Committee.has documented ihstances Where'the.CIAs3d

‘ decided tolforego passing information to.the Warren Commission"

out of a desire to not lay bare extremelywsen31t1ve sources

H and methods of 1ntelllgence. The‘ﬁf?fﬁgwoperatlon
certalnly falls within that catego Y and as soon as the CIA
'began rece1v1ng information thaé;zzgliﬁ was“the source of
the»information about Logez‘s travel, the cables and

messages reflected the désire to not reveal that method.

It also seems plau31ble that the FBI llkew1se chose not tO‘Q\ &('y

o olvulge wnat 1t had learned about Lopez because in d01ng

'fls lt would have had to reveal the sen51t1ve CIA operatlon:?
'f whlch generated the 1n1t1al 1nformatlon on Lopez s travel to Cuba

on November 27

[
o
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