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,HELSINKI' 

Robert S. Anson, author of "They~ve Killed the 

President! The Search for the Murderers of John F~ Kennedy,", 
I 

offered a critical'appraisal of Lee Harvey Oswald's travel 

through Western Europe prior to his appearance in MoscoW' 

:on October 16, 1959. . Anson expressed particular concern 

over the issuance of a Soviet tourist visa in Helsinki, 

Finland to Oswald prior to his . entry into the Soviet Union. 
, ' 

Anson ,wrote that "/oJn Monday, October 12, Oswald went 

to the Soviet Cons~late and a~p1iedfor a visa. It was 
/' 

,granted two dayslatei!' (Anson, p. 159)/ Anson: concluded:, ' 
. .' .' . 

Os~aldalso managed t~ secure'aSo~iet 
'visa'i:n record time . " The CIA told the 
Comrnission.thatunder,ordinarY circum;"" 
stances' ohtaining,a visa in Finland" 

, took onebr two weeks; Oswald got his 
in two days~·.·(Jbld., p<160)*;.--- " 

. '. ~ . ";, . ' 

. " . 

.'* 'Anson was referring to the Warren Commission 'Report where 'i t 
is stated :', ,: . " 

':.' df , 
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. . . 

'The ,Department of, State 'has advised the, CoInn'tissic>n" 
that' it has some information that in 1959 it,usually 

"., ' ' .. took 'anArnericcmtourl.st in Helsinki Ito :2 ,w:eeks'~to .. 
'" obtain'a, 'visa" and that it has ot.her information that: 

• the, . normal.wai tirig' period' during '. the past Sy€!'ars'has; 
. been a week-or less ~' . Acc~rdingto,theDepartI]lent '.s· . 

inforrnatiqn,.tne wai tingper ~'od, ha,s;: .~lways. ,v?liied.fx.:e-' .' 
., quent1y ahd widely;' wi thone' con:eirmeq.instance iil19;63 

,'of"a '. vi$a ,J;otitine1y:lss·uedin'less,t,han.: 24hoi.l,:rs ~ ·~:'·The· ' '. ~'.' . 
. ,",<., 

.,.,I.~).·r'_.· ..•. '.·.,'.':",J_ .• ~.,~:'f,C.,', ___ .· ... ~,'l .. ,n ... t. fal<[I'lte1:11CJen~e'Ag:n~,~ha~ ihd,i¢a fe'~( Cb~ t,in ~ed ),' 

~ , - iC;I$,ssificcttion:..· ....... '. .... ...... .........,;; 
(,; ,';, "': - ",' ';'1','; Cla~Si'iedby~~i~!io~,: . ....;..,;..;.....-.;... ___ ~::· 
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_This. form' is to be used for material .extract.ed e 
from CIA~ontrolled documents.} . 

Thus, the issue has arisen whether Oswald's receipt 

of a Soviet visa prior- to .hi.s entry into. the Soviet Union 

was an "odd; happening'" . as Anson ch~racterized it i circum-

. stantial evidence tending to show that Os\vald had received 

special.assistance in. o:(der.to enter the Soviet Union. 
. . . . 

During the course· of its investigation .theWarren Commission 

shared Anson's concerns.: In a letter to the CI~.dated May. 

25,' 1964 J.Lee· Rankininq{i..:i.rea about the apparent speed 

with whl:ch Oswald's Sov:r-et visa was issued;·::_ .. Rankin noted 

that he had recently spoken with Abraham Chayes of the 
.. '. '.~ .. 

State Department who contended"'atthe time Oswald received 
'. "'. . I~ 

his visa to enter Ru'ssiafrom the, Soviet Embassy .prt. Helsinki,.' 

. ,.>:at. least one week ordinarilytranspi'red .b.etween the time 

'of atOu.ri~~'s application for. a .visa and tlleisstianceof' . 
. " ". 

, 
.. ..... ., 
-r , 

.... ~. ... 
i 

• ,1.!; . 
~j ... 

.' ..•. , .. , 

"'" .* ..... (con tilllled'fromprevious page) 
·that'visasduring .. the 1964 tourist season were being granted. 
in about S·to7days. 

This~'information' fr6~ thepepartm,ent of State, and the CEmt:r::al 
. Intelligenqe ~gency ,thusL suggests that Oswald' swai tfor a·", 

~J os: ".. '·visa may have :be~n' shorter than usual but '.not beyond the.',. , 
1.' ':. 'range of possible,variation~ ,The·p·rompt'issuance. of : Oswald , s' ~. 
! visa may have been merely the result of normalpro-cedures,· ' 

due in .partto the fact that the . suminEii' .rushhad ·ended. 

,,'. 

'It might also inean"thatbswald was uniisuallY urgent irihis' 
,'demands that his ,visa be issued 'promptly ~.' .:oswalCi, llimself.·. 
told officials at the American Embassy' in: Moscow ,on October . 
31, when he appe'ared.· to renounce' his 'cJ.t:i.zenship.,'tllathe'had· . 

.' " 

" 

.~ 

p . 

"'J' ... ; 
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., ' c,> 

.. ~:.:. 
"., 

".' . "., . said- nbthingtothe Sovie,ts.·ab9ut defecting.until he'arrived .' 
.';::in.M9scd~~In~any'·event, . the CoIIUtlission has .• founclnotting . 

:':'.i:~[}:'l1.e;-G:.}rcumsb~lI1cE;s. :?f.oswald' seIlti:y::iJ:lto·.:th~ ~o"v:Le.t pnion . "'.','~.' .•. :~': .. :'.': .• :'.:: .. 'j:'::.'.'.: .. :;,,','.',' 
, ". ,j ~ ,,; J <1.) , },.: ClaSSifIcation- . ,,'. ",." .'. . ... ' " c' ' .. " ' .. ' . ,...': ,~,.~.~ -.' .':'/ .. ' .... ~.~. </_>.'-:e '",' . ,".' ."'. " ',." . '" .,.::..... ~" :',:': .:.: ........ :.::."': .. r' ; ....... . 

·.which'.:in'dicates,thathe:wasatthetime ~an.agehtfor:·the: .: ': 
,:'.: :u~s:;s ~:R:.·· ,.( WCR t-p~ :·.,258)., .... · .' . ~:.;~Iassifi~ byder~atian: -•.. ' . ··c.>.::?· 

...... :, .... : .. ': ... ,'.:-.:,.: •. ' .. ':.".'. -~--..., 
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Rankin contended that if Chayes' assessment 

was accurate, then Oswald's obtaining his' . tourist visa 
./ 

. -,,:: : 

--
. . , 

,~ 
" 

:,/ 

in from two to four days might have been very Significant~rcl.L~<~A_ 
. I../!.~,h, 

Rankin also stated that from CIA material supplied GIA'~/~~ 
. "Pr->P". -. .,.,~ 

;;l~7~ 
'to the Warren Commission, the commission: had concluded . . 

. that Oswald. arrived,. in. Helsinki by plane from London on 

SaturdaYi October 10, 1959 ,and. that Oswald, had received, 

....... ~ 

" his' Soviet tourist visa on. Wednesday, October 14, 1959, ~ 

departing by train for the Soviet Union' on October 15.* C,;c'o i •. <1 ~.:'/, , 
, . Rankin· noted that' the Commission was interested in 

. . . . .....•. .' • ." 5.;,.;/ ~-r .' 
learning whether. Oswald did in fact obtain' his tourist 

v.isa more quickly than wasv.io':;;m~l at:·that time .. fo~ ehe' 
l:-r:: h.· (,~!.' 

·S.o'riQt:i:mfiSliiiiy iRHe15ill1ti~(Wele4!i:eygy J. Lee Rankin to 

RiChal!'el IIelms;'DD'P~-:-267.6~ 25 Ma¥ }.964); 

..•. J 
f< 

"r 
. Th'e CIA ,resi:)Qn~~?::Fnkin' s i:"eque~J:...info~ation~i'::~.~':T .. f: 

'.' ...., e· v V! "A '-'~' . '. . ". . ~.: '-;, 1I~ f>-, 
on July 31,1964 '. '. '. .... . ., ..... '. ".~ .. , . .... . ';', f'~I':~'_":':\:'~'~:S5: 

. . 

. . ~ichc;trdHelms wrote to Rankin.that the. Soviet Consu"'-
...... 

late in Iielsinki ',was .·ableto: issue a. transit visa (valid for, 
~ ., . . 

24',hours ) to' U.·s::busine·ssmen withih ~five~il1utesbut :if' :a' 
. ,. .. " ',.-, 

10ng~rst.aywer~'intended at least one week·was.needed' to . ";.' 

. ,'process' avisa>'applicatiorl a~d'arrangelodg:blg ·through. 
.. ,;. " ...... . . -. -'-, 

-;"; '*.' Ass timing> Oswald; arrived irl"Helsinki.,<on .October 10 ~ .".pndernormal 
.".i.···,condit10ns'·the earliesthewouldha~e'be~n able to' apply. for· 

>,a'Soviet '. tourist visa.would l:laYe:.~bee,ri' thefirstj/o:rkingdaY 
" :",}::;a~rr¢ct?pe,f,<,l~·,',"':;.:',~:~e. ~,oq:Ql:>ei'12.: ;>" "'" ' 

'0 ,,'. ,'~,:, j' ";':'.' ".: J:I(jssifi~'a'fion: ~~ .. -7-~":'-';"';~...-.....~ 
sr. "J <,/.t , ., :" \-', , .< <, .' .. 

- ,J;..,'~.'-' 4.' ';" -".. ;.), " .... ~ I • :', ~.". 
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5.:$1 v, e-:t""·. I .. ',.e.. -+ 4-eJ . . 
. INTOURIST •. \t'(Richard Helms to J. Lee Rankin, DDP4-3916,3l 

. July 1964) A second communication from Helms to Rankin 

dated" September 14, 1964 added that. during the 1964 tourist· 

season, Soviet. Consulates' in at least some Western European 

cities issued Soviet. tourist visas in from five to seven 
. . ... .. /e++er .. 

days •. ~et;'ceF~ of R~chard. Helms to J. Lee Rankin, DDP4-4775, 
./ 
'< 14 September· 1964) 

In an effort. to· resolve. this issue, the Committee 
. ..~. eI...' . .. . 

.. has reviewed ad 3· ! I! o leU .. filep maintained by the CIA which 

", \ 

. .' ". ',. ',- "" .",. 

. 'Golub' s file reveals that in addition to his Consular acti-
':;"".: ··,"F.';", ~:,,-~.~ 'C.):" ::~" ,:~~.:~'. j !' .. :' C', , 

vities, he was ·"'l)elieved·,to'·be-an . officer ofthe:s.oviet KGB. 

.(OCOW-2907;·26 June 1959,' ·OFHW-2.9.37 '·2·' .. eptemb~r1959) 

... are of. particular-significance. with regard to . the tlme 'neces"': : . 

sa:rYf.oi::iss:uanc~'of visas. to; Americaps fortravelintbthe ..... ," 

. .' . . ..... , 

. , .. , 

i' ,.'" -::.". Soviet ... Union" ... 
. . .' .. :~ .' . .' '-. 

f ,:'., 
:' .. ~., .' , 

:".>,:-

", The firstd~spa:tdh"ie~6rds t:hatG0.1uh.ciiscl6s~d "dur~ 
. .~ .. 

.• :., ... ::., .... :: . -::..... ····1 

... ··~.i~~>a>;:,1,:~~9;?~'9n.·.~()~v~:r:s~t~?~;·th.~t:. ,>~ 
::': .~ , .. 
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..... (This form is to. be used for material extr. acted .. '., 
.• from CIA--controlled documents~) . . ,., 

. '. n Moscow had given·· him the authority to. 
give Americans visas.without prior appro
val from Moscow. He (Golub) stated that . 
this would make his job much easier, and 

. as .long' as . he.' was convinced the American 
was "all right" he could give him a visa 
in a matter of minutes •••• "* 
(O!~~~.J~,6~J.7July 1959) 

The. second CIA Dispatch dated October 9, 19$, one' 

day prior to Oswald's arrival in' Helsinki, illustrates 

that Golub did have .the authority to issue visas without 

delay. The Dispatch discusses telephone contact. between 

Golub and his Consular counterpart at the American Embassy 

in Helsinki. In part the Dispatch discloses: 

'. :" .... Since . that evening (September 4, 1959) 
Golub has only phoned (the US consul) once 
and this was oil. a.business matter. Two . 
Arilericans were; in the Soviet Consulate at' 

.; . the time . .and were ,applying for Soviet visas.' . 
·thru'.(sic.) GOlub. They: had previously' '. 
':been . intheAm~rican c6risulateinquiring 
; about thepossibili.ty 6f obtain,iilg.a· Sovi~t 
visa in.one)ortwo days. . (The U.·S, .. Consul) 
advised .' thein. t.o go. directly, to Golub and 
ma.ke 'their request ,whj,ch they did' .. ' Golub,' 

. phoned (thep.S.Consu;L) ·to· state that he.' 
wOuld.giveth,em .th~ir;v:Lsasas,soo"nas they." 

'. made .adyancelntourist ... reser~ati~ris.,",· ~en' 
. they 'did this', Golub immeai ijteJ ¥g,QJt~ thQrn·. 'I' ... .. 
theirvisas· .. ~ .. Tf" '(OFIiA-4l32,. 9 Oct. 1959) **v .......... ' 

- ... " .. " .. ": c..r-.rl\..C..c;l. .~'." . 

. ~ .. 

11 

" -.. 

-
-

.. , 

.... , . ,.' 

::" . 

d" .... , 
.....•... ~ ... 

;.* :The Dispatch ,does ; not· define' the mean~ng g'iven:by :Go.lub .~, .. ·,.d ....... : ....... · 
to' thE{:term, " allrighj:." ., . . , 

* * g~ideri~lY, :o~",ai4' h~d' .made'af~~ngements"~~thIn.t6u~ist ·be6a.~se· ." . 
upon h~s arr~val at. Moscow ra~lroad stat10n on.Oc;toberl.6,; he. 

••. :·was .' ~e.t ',~Y'~~CI~:~ft:dti~ri7~senta.tiv~, a~~,tc4<e~' to,c:::th~:.H~~e,l: .. ....... '~'.:' 
'·Berl~n'::wl1e:rehe:. reg1:ste~ed'~?,s a<,.~tuCl~Et~.JWCP~ ::~9:I.)/ ;~;:'/ »;;,; , 

.: ~)::'i,f::: 't:~?:X,;'-;.';'; ....'... <::'tld~~ifie~(b{der~~i~: .~. >:-' ,.~-~~. 

>, '.' ~ , i.'" 
",;'" ", . . . " ~ 

'. " 
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Thus, based uponthe$e additional, two factors: J) 
~.-,~.'~:1. '. Golub's authority to issue visas tC\ Americans W~~~~t prior 

:). '. approval .from Moscow~ and 2) a demonstration of ..i:be authority a.~ 
';i'~rol:r;;~~:t:{r:::t ~o~th. prior to' Oswald' sappe~rancea,t . . I 

...• ~ 

.~ 
. . 

·the Soviet Embassy, the Committee has found that the available" 
,,~ . 

evidence tends to support the conclusion that~swald's 

. tourist visa within.two to four days after his a:ppearance 
t,... .... , '," ' .... '-

at the Soviet Consulate, were somewhat suspect, does not 

warrant the belief that Oswald's travel into' the Soviet 

Union was assisted by others, particularly' the Soviets • 
. : .' ..". .' . . . '... . " 

·1 
However ~ the possibility of assistance caniiotbe dismissed 

:\ ,duetGGolub's probable connection with the KGB and the 
," . . ". . ". '.' .... . : .... . /1 I? [ re 'i S' '" /7' . 
lack of' ~r substi:tritive >information ~il.1i*eto. definitely.· . 

:"J" .. 
." 

; ...•.... 
confirin:that Oswald's' visa was handled in a manner similar 

to'thatof the twoAmericansttidents'wh:st'had entered' the 
, . _c:::::r.: ... " ...... 

, •. ~~:.1 
:: I' 

'~" - . 
, ". 

Soviet Union'~ith Golub's assistance via·Finlarid. 
....... --....;. 
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