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N i
SUBJECT : Review of Selected Items in the -
' Lee Harvey OSWALD Flle—Regardlng Allega— i
tions of CASTRO Cuban.Inyolvement in the
John F. KENNEDY Assa331natlon
REFERENCE : -Letter by nav:.d Wae Be>11n to
Mr. E ’Henry Knochg, 15 April 1975, K
parag 3 Cgeggrdlng Public Statement
by CASTR ,‘éﬁfﬁ), attached . B

-

BACKGROUND

1. On saturday evening, 7 Septembexr 1963, -

Fidel CASTRO appeared at a Brazilian Embassy reception in

Havana; even more unusual, CASTRO submitted to an informal

interview by the Associated Press correspondent,

Sy

Daniel HARKER.

—

2. HARKER's interview reached New York on Sunday,

8 September, aﬁd was in priht throughout the country on

Monday, 9 September. There~can be.no question from the

Koo

facts surroundlng the’ CASTRO>appéarance, which had not been

expected, and his agreement to the 1nterv1ew, that this

———

event represented a more-than-ordlnary attempt to get a

n——

message on the record in the United States.

[N .
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3. CASTRO's statements to HARKbg\covered a range of

tOplCS but dealt prlnc;pally'wlth A%gflcan polltlcal

‘leadership, in partlcular Pres&deﬁt KENNEDY, whom he ex- ) ;
C ————— j

coriated in exbraor&fnazmly:ﬁig,gg_&;xg_ﬁgsh;on . -

N
(" ... KENNEDY is fr@i‘;‘b ... the BATISTA of his

times ... the most opportunistic Ame:ican President of

all time ...").

4. The interview also contained an uncomplimentary
reference to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay.in signing
the limited nuclear testlban..lThere were différences in
\

the replay by United States newspapers like the

New York Times and Washlngton papers, w1th a result that

CASTRO's message was 51gn1f1cantly modulated. o

S. In New. Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD resided
',.——-—-h-——t

until the mlddle;of Séptember 1963, the HARKER story

appeared in the prlnClEal mornlgg pagen. the Times=Picayune,

on Monday, 9 Se e p—~page—7, under a three~column head-

line: "CASTRO Blasts Raids on Cuba. Says U.S. Leaders

Imperiled by 2aid to Rebels;" The story followed under the
HARKER by-1line: ' |
"Havana (AP) - Prime Minister
Fidel Castro said Saturday night: 'U.S..
léaders.would be in danger if they helped
in any,attémpt to do away with leaders of .

Cuba.'’

COCicgy
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f o
"Bltterly denouncing what he called

recent U.S. prompted ralds on Cuban terri-
- S —

, fWe mre prepared to T

' TN Y;Qa h\ﬁhﬁ‘"7 S

1ghb5them«and(angge? in kind. U.S. leaders

2

R
should thxn &gyat if they are aiding terror-
KN \

ist plans tb eliminate Cuban leaders, they

themselves will not be safe.'

" ... World affairs .;. seemed to be
entering a more peaceful ¢1imate.a few days
ago, but now this trend has changed with
attacks.-

. "'The U S. is always ready- to negotiate
and make promises whlch later 1t w1ll not honor.
This has happened to promises made3dur1ng the
October crisis. They havejbeen brokén as can
be seen with new attackg. |

"'But I warn this is leading to a very
dangerous situation that could lead to a worse
crisis than October's ...'" .

6. The New York Times, in its coverage on 9 September,

used a UPI wire service report which omitted any reference

to the warning and threat which gave the interview its real

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated re-~

write (9 September, page A-7) which, similarly, omitted
any reference to the main thrust of CASTRO's remarks.

»
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\ T o~ A\
'.The Evening Star of Washangton, D. C., printed_the HARKER

s

story nearly,;n its ent;rety in the second section of the

paper (S—September.IQGQ, age B- 4) and reworded the content

of the HARKER‘lntexyfew, plac1ng the emphasis on the po-
‘\ \\\Q
lltlcal asRi) - in partlcular, highlighting the GOLDWATER

elements and burying CASTRO's warning to the United States

leadership in the middle of the piece.

7. There is no evidence in the files on\the Kﬁggﬁp¥¢

assassination)that this CASTRO interview was considered in
Tt s A " :
following up leads or in dealings with the Warren Commission

an‘its staff although Mexico Station specifically direcred

Heedquarters attention_tQ‘Lhe.A2~SLQ£¥_¥QK¥.§h933l¥_§fter
the Dallds killing. More important, the interview appears
M— .

to have been forgotten in the contemporary political consid-

eration of relations with CASTRO's Cuba. There is no evidence

in the Agency records, either, that the Warren Commission

staff i1tself pursued the implication of the CASTRO interview

in dealing with the conspiracy hypothesis. There is no

" evidence in the files that anything along these lines was

' stated by any other Cuban leader beforé the assassination.

8. The purpose of this review, undertaken at Mr. Belin's
request, is to reconsider  Lee Harvey OSWALD's act1v1ty on the
assumption that as. an avid newspaper reader'~ which we know“'
from testlmony of Marina OSWALD and others - he read the

CASTRO warning and threat as reported above. The-results.
. 4

REPRODUETION e .a
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of “the review, admltte&iy heavily using the 20-~-20 quality
of hlndSlghg, may be st lated in summary-

-~ : o ’
’é. '.E‘here 15 no increment of credible ? !

i
(\ f,) o ’ :

evxdqnce,xapplylng this phrase stffggig, of ;
/\\\,\._/ . l

Sovxet agd?br Cuban political, intelligence

- or secur;ty.serv;ce involvement in the as-

sassination to what was developed and con-

sidered by the Warren Commiséion and its
staff. ’The Commission's finding that - . !
Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of’ |
President KENNEDY and Officer TIPPIT and did
them in alone and of hls.own determination
-stands. _ _ (35.-‘
b. " rediglgmggigéneé" that would

upset or signifiqantly.moéify this judgemeht

did (and does) not exist in Washington. But
e SNy

such evidence could exist in Moscow and/or

Havané, whose voluntary inputs. to the Warren
Commission were minimal in quantity and
qual}ty, designed to éoVer up any admissions
of knowledge of, or connection with, OSWALD
which might be felated directly or indirectly.
with the assaésination. Therefore} the belief

that there was Soviet and/or Cuban (XKGB _apd/or

DGI) connection with OSWALD will persist and
5 .

W
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~'-- -grow untll there ha;\been a full disclosure

oy

by these governments,of all elements of

OSWALD s~ﬁandring'a :étay in the Soviet Union

.....

'\‘/

Warren Cg§p§§ylon report should have left a
N

and Sontadt ﬁ M . ‘
x1<JQ§\ n ac s B exico City The

wider "window" for this contingency. That,

- indeed, was the opinion at the working level,
particularly in the counterintelligence com-
ponent in ‘the CIA in 1964. As was indicated

by Mr. Helms in his testimony before the .

N
o~

<l

Warren Cbmmission, CIA would continue.t&fxb

l

regard this aspect of the OSWALD case as :§\

1 ) R . ‘."". . """ A\ '
still open. : . ¢:~‘;, -&-«\,
ne H\ \/

c. In the absence of a&d;taonai or‘new

: AN
elements of "credible" eviégnﬁe,qégége are

"nuances" in the record that eme e -as note-

worthy, in the light of other conclusions.

g

These are reviewed and summarized below, item-
by~-iten.

d. CASTRO's warning and threat of

‘7 September 1963 A\mf OSWALD did indeed read

\
.

-

I ' i .<.:-€ s " , -
Investigation of the Assassination of President John F.

KENNEDY. Hearings Before the President's Commission on

the

Assassination of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964),

hereafter cited as Hearings, Vol. V., pp. 120 = 129. Sece

especially p. 124 -=""Mr, Hélms: 'Yes. I would assume
the case could never be closed.'” -

. v 6
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|

it in New Orleans¢¥§§£}t be considered o;*‘\\\
great significaﬁce;iﬁ:the'light of the \
pathological evolutién of OSWALD's passive/
aggqég%£Ye*ﬁékeup after his attempt to kill
GenéggivﬁgﬂﬁER.early in Aprilvl963 and his
identificétion with Fidel CASTRO and thé

" Cuban revolution which is directly trace-
able as far back as his Marine Corps _
sefvice in.El Toro, California. CASTRO's
warning gnd threat, given to AP corres-
pondent HARKER, irrespective of whether
there was any formal mandate,ﬁor even
security service contact with'QSWALDr'
by the Cubans or the Russians - was an act

of singular irresponsibility and under no

circumstances was excusable as retorsion

for what the Cuban emigres were doing during

the summer of 1963.
CUBAN CONTACT WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, SiANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA,
EARLY 1959 (?)

9. The testimony of Nelson DELGADO contains aﬁ'aSSertion
of germinal significance to any review of the backgrouhd of
Lee Harvey OSWALD's feeling toward and relations with

CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probably the closest peer group

,

7
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C3C1eg2

EPRODUGTION 0000 ..

pacz 63 o 212

PROMBED

L memneyaEd Do 2




REPRODUCTION
PROMIBITED

t : )
Lo SBcTET
A s

T

. : Y 4
member to OSWALD'during his specialist training period

at El Toro Mazlne~CorpsQBase December 1958 ~ September 1959.

The WarrenfCommlssion ﬁeport takes note of this:

.\

<>\ "OSWALD\ 'ﬁol/d DELGADO that he was in

£&% b/wi§q%§nban diplomatic officials in :
K i
this co\viry, which DELGADO at first took

t
to be ‘one of his lies, but later : ’ i
: |
believed.'"?2 j

10. Actually DELGADO's testimony says a lot more of

—

possible operational significance than is reflected by the

language of the report, and its implications do not aépear )

to have been run down oxr developed by investigation. Thus,

S

é?p the record of the beginning of OSWALD“s*relatLonsh g with

the Cubans starts with a ques ion mark- .

i

'11. The period was one of transition iﬁiq.s; ~ Cuban
relations after CASTRO's takeover. OSWALD, and DELGADO at
.'.the outset, were CASTRO supporters, OSWALD being particu-
larly keen about how to get to the islend. DELGADO testi-
fied: _ | ‘ . |
" ;.; I didn't know what to tell him, so

I told him the best thing that I know was to

2 . _ . S o R :
Report to the President's Commission on the Assassination .
of President John F. KENNEDY (Washlngton, 1964), hereafter
cited as Report, p. 687.
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get in touch witﬁ a. Cuban Embassy, y0u know. ‘
But at that tlme that~§>told him this - we _ ‘

were on frlendly terms w1th Cuba, you know, ' ‘

1] thlS waSn t‘nO¢subver31on or malintent, | ’ ‘
\\ ‘\"/ /\\\\))

you k . a&g§ﬂn't know what to answer him.

I told’ hlm to see then.
"After a while he told me he was in

 contact with them ... f : o

® ... I seen this envelope in his, fobt-f> | ' !
f'

locker, wall-locker, and it was addressed to

him, ‘and they had an official seal on 1t, and7
as far as I could recollect tﬁag)waapmall/from
Los Angeles, and he was tell <Tl e was

a Cuban Consul. And just aftexr he ‘started
receiving these letters - yoa see, he would
never go out, but stay near the post all the
time .;.

' " ... he had one visitor after he started
receiving letters he had one visitor. It was
a man, beeause I gof the call from the MP
guard shack, and they gave me a call that
OSWALD had a vismtor at.the front gate. Thls
man had to be a civ111an, otherwise they would
have leg;alg_inZ;“So I had to find somebody to
relievevosWALD;fwho was on guard, to go down .-

9
SIS o

Colicsy

EPRODUCTION | o
PRONBTED 0 iz 2z

S T 1]




- m——

EPRODUCTION .

who this fellow was t tarRed” to?
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B

there to v131t w1th thlS fellow, and they spent : | ; ‘

about an haur and a.hélf, two hours, talking, P ‘
_// \./) ,

I guessh and he came ‘back. I don't know who the : f ‘

f(s or wﬁat they talked about, but he locked _ ‘

"f\.\, 7 ‘/C\ v ’ ;

nonch‘laﬁ%@?kbut the whole thing when he came

man

back. He never mentloned who he was, nothing. ‘ | ‘

"Mr. LIEBELER: How long did he talk to | o ‘

. IN » :
him, do you remember? o Q@-t” : %‘
"Mr. DELGADO : About an l&q’i and-half, - o
NS |

two hours ... " (\a ~ ~@Tfﬁb :

"Mr. LIEBELER: You z%e\z&/ qsked SSWALD

P ~ |

"Mr. DELGADO

No. No .

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did you connect this visit
that OSWALD had at that t'ime with the Cub‘an.
Consulate? _ |

“Mi. DELGADO : I did; because I thought it o
fﬁnny for him to be receiving a caller at such a
late date - time. Also,“ﬁp.to this; time he
hardly ever receiveé mail;‘in fact he seldom .
received mail from home because I made it a
policy, I used tQ’plck;up the mail for our unit
and dlstrloofe 1t‘to~the guys 1n there, and very

seldom did I ever see one for him. But every so

often, after he started to get in contact with

'g B szt
[} .

hd e

10
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‘—= -- these Cuban people,' Started getting letter

\ \

/

\\\/'
pamphlets and QS@ER ers. ...
N \\J (‘<\ ) :
<é§&\he)also rted receiving letters,
N PN
you kn é; ah&'nthoaﬁ§ maybe pamphlets, you

’\\“

know, Iﬁﬁtrsgfrsg church things we get from

church, you ow, but it wasn't a church

"Mr, LIEBELER: Were they wrltten ig
Spanish, any of them, do you know? »b N . i
"Mr. DELGADO : Not that{I can reca>l\},’) '

to believe that these thlngs same to OSWALD
from the Cuban Consulate?

"Mr. DELGADO : Well, I took it for granted
that they did after i seeh the envelope, you
know ... something like q\hexlcan eagle, w1th a

big, impressive seal, ycu 3now. They had dif-

ferent colors on it, re& ang white; almost
N J o < \/) .’\\}
looked like our/solors,\yo

AN :

recall the sgfg\\fl just/ new it was in Latln,

"United, dﬁ%%g& that. I couldn’' t under-
;gtin. S _ ” C

stand. It was-

now. But I can't

"Mr. LIEBELER: You don't know for sure

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate?

11
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"Mr. DELGADO jp o. But he had told me

C e

prlor, just beﬁgre }« ound that envelope in his
P \\?\u
wall lqpker, ﬁhat’ﬁs\ as receiving mail from

themm>and>one bmme he offered to show it to me,

but gﬁwaigg <mhch interested because at the . i
time we h work to do, and I never did ask |
to see that paper again, you know. - ' . f

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he tell you what his¢g

correspondence with the Cuban Consulate was 7_;
about? . o /_.:?, . J' \

"Mr. DELGADO : No, he didn*+% " ';_f;:\v .

S

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he ev§5i5nd%§£%e to” you
that it had to do with the conversagi?gg that
you had about going over to Cuba?
"Mr. DELGADO : No. . The only thing he
told me was that right after he had this EOn-
versation with the Cubah people was thaﬁ he was
901ng to - once he gpt out of the service -~ he
was going to Sw1tzer1and eo. "3
12. OSWALD' s applléatlon to Albert Schweltzer College,
Churwalden, Sw1tzerland, was dated 19 March 1959, and he

was presumably\to_report there on 20 April 1960. Destined

< '/ "'\
for dlschagge ﬁromxﬁhe Marlnes on 7. December 1959, OSWALD
‘_\\\J' :
3 . - .
Hearings, Volume VIII, pp. 241 - 243. ST
12 |
L .
SeRm@=R=E 1

7 .
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accelerated his ex1tfon grounds of family hardshlp in early
. ﬁ‘p

. 4
September 1959. 0h(27 SepteTber 1969 he was issued a

L& \;';

\ © 3
Finland on™3

13. DELGADO'S testimony has the cast of credibility.

Granting that, it is of basic importance to focus attention

on the male visitor who contacted OSWALD at El Toro Camp

and talked with him for between one and‘afhalf-to two hcufa.

The event was unlque in DELGADO's recollectlons, and actually

)

there is nothlng llke it - on the record - ln\everythlng else

we know about OSWALD'S activity in the United States before
or after his return to the United States. The record reflects
no identification of the El Toro contact. DELGADO's presump-—

tlon is that he was f

i_‘the Cuban Consulate in Los Angeles.
Assumlng that, the quesﬁlons are: Who was lt, and was
- there reportlng ﬁrcm Los:;;§e1es to Washlngton and Havana

that could,

flle on OSW

)
"PREDICTION <§§§§}DENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST 1&
PARTY CELL LEADE MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962 :

14. Guatemala Station forwarded to Headquarters on

9 January 1964 a'duplicate_copy of a raw report by a

4 - ,
U.S. /Cuban diplomatic and consular relatlons were severed
on 3 January 1961. ﬁ>V ,

° 13.
-S—FE-eR-=3
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/\.\

. penetration dated 5 Janua;y 1962 descrlblng events at the

J

yearly Communlst Party ce&l meeting. The cell leader,

Morse BENITEZ Zabola, sa%d/that the Communist Party in

2 C ol

Guatamala shouldx_ﬂfm?a single new party; "We need not

\\)

preoccupy ou§s rés over the politics of President KENNEDY - - i
because we know, according to prognostications, that he

will die within the present year, 1962."

15. This report apparently had been disdopntéd when

it was received and was not forwarded uﬁﬁiiothe Station

re-reviewed all of its material after thé'assassination;

The file reflects no follow-up or formal dissemiﬁaﬁion

of the report.

ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBAN THIRD SECRETARY IN THE HA%GE,
7 NOVEMBER 1963 .

1l6. A sensitive liaison soorce, reporting after the
KENNEDY assassination, indicated that at the Soviet ;eoeption
on 7 November 1963,athe Cuban Third Secretary,A
Ricardo L. SANTOS Pesa, disoussed thearecent refugee raids
on Cuba and their 1mpllcatlons with a host-country diplomat,
concludlng with the admonltlon- " ... Just wait and you
will see what we can do. It w1ll happen soon." Asked to
be more specmflc what would happen soon, SANTOS replied:
fJustAwalt,.just wait."
| 17. These data'were passed,toathe Warren Commission

by memorandum, 31 March 1964Q - SANTOS was reported to have
: N

T D

T ETCTREE

ey
R[H] B,TE. | B | . : COPY HO.
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~ . ._a history of medical instability and was summarily recalled

~ .
. .

from The Hague reportedly for reasons related to that fact

in April 1966. .~ ‘ , ' i

INTERCEPTED COVVERSATION/OF CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE,
LUISA CALDERON AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963

‘18. “ﬁt k@?qgﬁ%xico City time, about five hours after.the
KENNEDY assassination, a Cuban Embassy‘employee namedfi 2

\

"Luisa" received a telephone call in Spanish from an uniden—
tified male out51de.

19. The caller asked her if she had heard‘the latest

\\,\

news. "Luisa" jokingly replied "Yes, of eourse,\I ‘knew
N

it,almost before KENNEDY ... Imagine, one, two, three and
now, that makes three [she laughs], what barbarians! ..." : i

'20. Both speakers agreed on the seriousness of the

e

assassination. "Luisaﬁ\\gso stated that the party at

Silvia DURAN's hadrbeen:called off so it would not appear

AN

‘\

that they were. celebrating\the death of KENNEDY, nor would

they have the party c01nc1de with the burial Finally she

T

‘said she\p&annegiue)

\/ ’\\\Q\‘>
doctor (a womany friend.

?mbve that night into the house of a

21. Latin hyperbole? Boastful ex post facto suggestion

of foreknowledge? This is the only item in the intercept
coverage of- the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination

that contains the suggestion of foreknowledge or expectation.

15

U(. { ':G
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. '22. The tenuous, eﬁiénmatic character of-the--conversation
is sharply hlghnghted by/the follow1ng facts: ‘ E

a. '"Lulsa" was p:pbably identical with
TP
Lulaa:CALDERON, a. cadre worker of the Cuban

N

..-.—--—-“‘""
Diregtorate;, ngeral of Intelligence (DGI).
\\Q
~She*f€€ﬁ?§§§—£o'Cuba in 1964 and was reported

" to be working in DGI Headquarters.

"‘“”"’f—rfhe DGI element- ln Mex1co Clty in the
fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL Diaz
who had arrived on 2 September 1963, formally
-as the replacement of the Coneul‘Eusebio AZCUE -
(departed 19 November 1963). The deputy DGI

- chief (and as of June 1964, MIRABEL S successor)
was Manuel Engenlo VEGA Perez.
c. The "Silvia-DﬁRAN" named in Luisa's
‘conversatioh was the receptionist, a Mexican
national, who dealt with OSWALD during his known
visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban
installation% in connection with a Cuban visa
application for stay and/or transit.
Silvia DURAN is ﬁhe sole live witness on the
recoxd regard%ng OSWALD's activity in |
Mexico City. :Her testimony, however, in its
entirety was taken and presented, solely, bf the
Mexicah Govefnmental authorities. A direct
16 |
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confrontation with her was requested by the

Warren Commission staff but rejected by the

Mexican autHorities. It is from Silvia DURAN's
H;ét?@éﬁtsiﬁhat it was learned that OSWALD

béégkeﬁé;gaged in a pérsonal altercation on
27 Septéﬁber with Eusebio AZCUE.
d. Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez,
alias Marcos, and his DGI assistant,
Rogelis RQDRIGUEZ Lopez, wéie pésitivelf
identified in February 1964 by two independent
sources as engaged in the activéﬁ&evelopment
‘and facilitation of the trainingﬂbleicaraguan
| agents for the purpose of assassinéting
General Annstasio SOMOZA. VEGA, it is estab-
lished, was on post in.Mexiéo city during
OSWALD's stay there 27 September - 2 Octobeﬁ
1963. He left Mexico City on 3 November 1963
for Havana. It was reliably_reported.abouﬁ
VEGA that all individuals going to Cuba, legally
"or illegally, had to pass through him first. He
took the biographical data and sént'it to puba
for name checking, a érocedufe which nérmally

took fifteen days.5

5 ' _ ‘ .
For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the
visa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via
Mexico City from 23 December 1962 =~ 21 January 1963 that
. ’ : - : i

* 17
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23.. There 1s nc»ev1dence in the OSWALD case file that

~ -~

Sllv1a DURAN was sub)ected to a systematic ellc1tat1ve
1nterrogation‘that would have related her dealings with

\\\:

OSWAL&’ kn@wn\pt ‘confirmea by intercept, with the data held
on the a&ggh DGI, its personalltles and methods, in

Mexico City. Was it normal for a case like OSWALD S,
considering the fuse ﬁe allegedly made with A2ZCUE, for the
'applicatioﬁs to be handled'solely b& a local employee and

a lame duck like AZCUE whose slot had been taken by the

DGI chief? Whatever the aﬁswer to these qgestions,”;hey
were not asked at the time. And there remains the more
fundamental question: accepting the DURAN story on ite
face, could it have—happened without the knowledge and

participation of the DGIX personnel above cited? This

seems unlikely especially because VEGA 1s later gited py'

a Cuban DGI defector as having stated he was aware OSWALD

made several visits to the Cuban Consulate. It is clear

CASTRO's overseas intelligence and security service could

have more in its files than was surfacéd in the DURAN

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the
Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD established
relations from Dallas during the period 19 April - :

2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and
VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA
departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned
on 13 February 1963. ,

18
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"'statementsn Coming héek to the begihning: MLuisa" - i

Luisa CALDERON - as a méﬁber of the DGI unit in Mexico City -

could vegyﬁweIi haVe‘kn6Wn something that would make what

".\

she sald*to her unldentlfled caller less a matter of

boastﬁul self-lndglgence than was assumed at the tlme

SILVIA DURANB, SUBSTANTIAL AMPLIFICATION OF 'ADMI-SS'IC.)N oFr
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY -OSWALD, 1967

24. The defects'viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DURAN
testimony already have been sugéested above. (In that
context of criticism it would also be relevant to reconsider
the implications of the two intercepted telephone conversations
on 26 November 1963 between the Cuban President, DORTlcos;\
and his Ambassador te Mexico, Joagquim Hernandez ARMAS,
because the thrust of the conversation dealt with the ques-
tion whether Silvia DURAN had been asked about lor been
offered?] money payments by her Mekican intertogators.)

25. BAs of September 1964 Silvia bURAN gave up her
Cuban Embaesy job. In the spring of 1967 Silvia DURAN
was reported by a reliablefahd sensitive source to have ¢§;
cut all relations with Cubans. Her account, in 1967.f6f ;}3
how she had been taken into custody and had been lnte:rogated

./

after the assassination repeated what was already known. 3;f
She added, under Cchumstances that did not permlt the¢
source to challenge or elicit corroboratlve det\>L, that

19
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'éhe’had gone out with OSWALD during his stay -in Mexico City

and claimed she hed\sexual relatlons with him.
BN
/‘ :

o

ALLEGATIONS QF CONSPIRATORIAL CONTACT BETWEEN OSWALD AND
CUBAN GOVERNMBVT AGENTS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO
'ALLEGATIONS OF (A) EDENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND '

(B) OSCKR COWTRERA%

'«\\ J

\' AN
ZS\S\,As—theb arren Comm1531on reported, "Literally
dozens of egatlons of a conspiratorial contact between
OSWALD and agents of the Cuban Government have been  ._°

investigated_}.."6 Among these cases, which. ccﬁsumed RN

hundreds of CIA man-hours in Headquarters and abroad -
/ . /)
and similarly the FBI in the United Stafes - was thev :
. \ V' .
Nicaraguan walkin in Mexico City, 26 Novemben<§953,

Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.

27. The ALVARADO case is taken up in detail by the
wi

Warren Commission under the cryptograph "D. ~ALVARADO

claimed that he ha&_seen an American, whom he identified
as OSWALD, receive money some time in mid-September 1563

in a meeting in a patio of the Cuban Copsulate in

See Report, p. 305 ff. -Some of the others were the cases

of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe,

the allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New York City,

. the c¢laims of Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison
Farm, California, and the allegations of Ray DOBKIN's.

2 L o _

See Report, pp..307 - 308.

20
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Mexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the

use of the polygragb{&gn which ALVARADO showed evidences of

—_— A q >
deception, and bytbrmnglng ALVARADO's former Nicaraguan

into the case.

security servrce contr \

~'/\,

ama—

28. The ALVARADO story is a particularly acute repre-

sent dn?of tha- dlfflcultles that beset the evaluation of N
(\J ¢ \'J"

—

obserxved ev%genbe. certain elements of the story persist

AN
despite the 1mpeachment of its major premlses. ALVARADO, -

whose account dld not become publlc until the reiease’of

~

the Warren Report in October 1964, talked consxstently of

4 R
the presence in the Cuban Consulate transactlon of a Négro

\:-‘) ",‘“ (: L7

L4

with red-dyed hair. . ?&g?- fi_zﬁvf-

29. Elena GARRO de Paz is a‘mecurial,

© socially prominent Mexican writer, married, but separated
from a high-ranking Mexican foreign service official. She

is also the cousin of Horacio DURAN, the husband of

Silvia DURAN, cited above. There is a strong personal

'antiéathy between the two women descending from

Elena GARRO's trenchant anti-Communism.

30. From October 1964'dntil.his retirement in the fall

of 1959, a U S. Emba§EX_SEELEQEL_QhﬁIles_IBQMAS persistently

kept up a stream of reports and memoranda reflectrng GARRO's

account of what-had actually gone on between OSWALD, the
Cubans and- 1n partlcular Silvia DURAN in September 1963,
1nclud1ng a repegte& reference to a Negro wlth red-dyed hair.

21 '
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31. The first reference to the GARRO story was _noted in

m———

AN
a Mexico Station Memg:ghdpm of Record dated 12 October 1964:

- "Elena_ GﬁRRO féaid] that she and her ' : f

P

daughter were 1nv1ted to a party at the Cuban ,
/) |

Ny . !
Embasgy durlng the»perlod she now finds out.

thatrééWALD;was here in Mexico prior to the , :
assassin ign. 'She was inyited by a Mexican. |
secretary in the Cuban Embdésy whose husband

is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacio DURAN].
At the party she saw three Gringos, not
drinking,'hot mixing and more or less just
standing around together lgke three bumps on a
log. They were so obviously out of place that
she asked someone in the Cuban:Embassy about
them and was told that 'thé&uwgre just passing
through.' She claims that Sﬁithevway these
three Gringos stood éut she took’a.good look

at them as did her daughter. When the

.assassination occurred:andiOSWALD!;‘picture was
spread into the newspapers, both Elena and

her daughter immediately said that he was one

of the three Gringos 'without a doﬁbt' at the
»pérty.F' ] | "

32. GARRO repeated hef story to Mr. Charles William

THOMAS, an Embassy political officer on 10 December 1965:

( ' ) 22
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'In September l&€§§@ftér her return from abroad, she went
’a A TN

0TI
to a party;faccpmpanied by her daughter, at the home of

Ruben DURAN [empﬁaﬁis ‘added]. Ruben is one of the two
/-‘ )
bxothers of Horac1o DURAN, who married her cousin. She

met OSNABD ahd two other young Amerlcans. At the party
\ .

she was dlscouraged from talking with hlm. Other guests

were the Cuban Consul AZCUE, General Clark FLORES,

Silvia DURAN, who she later learned was OSWALD'S mistress

while he was here, Emilio CARBALLIDO and a Latin American

Negro man wi;h red hair [emphasis added]. In.November-1963
Whgn the/identity of the assassin became known, she and
her dauggter went to the Cuban Embassy and shouted
"assasSinsfauuiother'insults-at the staff there.8 -Shortly
afterward, éhe and her déughter'were visited by a friénd,

Manuel CARVILLO [or CALVELLO], then an official in the

Secretariat of the.Gobernaclon and were told he had oxders

/ \.,.;, /)
to escort them\to a smallvand obscure hotel in the center
//{\ \ O
of town. %ybweré,kgpt there for eight days under pretext
Q) A NN

that they nger. When she told CARVILLO she wanted

~.

to go to thé\zherican Embassy and explain what she knew of

OSWALD, she,waé told that the American:Embassy was full of

.~ Communist spies. m ) T
/33, On 25 December 1965 and 9 January 1966 in further

interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daughter elabqratéd and

8
These particulars were not conflrmed by lndppendent observers

at the time.
23
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in certain part1cu§ar§ significantly modified her earlier o

account. She alsoaacknowledged that she and her daughter

/'\
had been’interv1ewed by Embassy officers to whom she claimed

they<d1d‘not glve a’ very complete story because the

Embagsy officers did not appear to give much credence to
DY N

s

anything ﬁhey said. o : .ﬁi

34. It developed that GARRO and daughter had been

(‘

.1nterv1ewed by the Leqal,Attacha,on,l? and_?d_mnuemhpr 1q54

Hexr- 1nformatlon had been smmllar to what shé‘glqimed 1n her

N
account to THOMAS but had not been substéﬁtiated“by 1nqu1r1es.
~N 57

The FBI representative therefore considered the\matter closed

and reatffirmed his disengagement from the matter to the CIA
Chief of Station on 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassador

on 25 February 1965.

35. fThe Embassy Political hffiber,:however, persisted in

his interviews and reporting. In a memorandum of conversation,

.'\ . .
13 July 1966, GARRO iden{ified the place to. which she had been

camm—

taken by CALVILLOfas the Horel Vermont. (This detail checked

out afflrmatlver. GARRO was ~at the HQtel 23 - 24, 25 - 27

and 28 - 30 gpvembir 1963 ) 1In another, on 7 February 1967,
GARRO's cq{i;éﬁlngiigc1531tudes with the Cubans are set out.
And finaf%%? §§g> OMAS's retirement from u.s. Government
service, the Department of State, at his request, _-/ﬁ
28 August 1969, disseminated to CIA and FBI a"eompi%atiqn of
his reporting of the Elena GARRO interviews. ¢

| 24
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T 36, There the matter rests. GARRO'S chronology of the

events she descrlbed as hav1ng7occu;zed_;n_the.Mex;can capltal

—————

in September 1963 never c01nc1ded w1th the confirmed data

of “OSWALD's presenee there ~ Her story, however, had two

p01nts co?gruant wfth aIlegatlons by others regarding
OSWALD: Q&’ %;J >
ARADO s allegations regarding the
Negro with the red-dyed hair [this detail could,

however, have been gleaned from the

Warren Commission's published account of the‘;: | |

"D" case] and

I

b. Sllv1a DURAN's later claim of<; R | 3
’\ NG \5.» E ’»/ . fn
intimate personal contacrs with OSW S‘“ ' ‘

9

37. Beginning in March and ampllfled n M§2>;967 the

American Consul, Benjamin J. RUYLE, in Tampico developed a
M

- . .
contact with a local Mexican journalist,

Oscar CONTRERAS Lartigue, who claimed to have encountered
OSWALD with other pro-CASTRO students at the
University of Mexico campus in. September 1963.

38. In June 1969 CONTRERAS was interviewed by a CIAa

- A
SN e
LW

officer: | 2 A‘g;t . | -

"

He sttdled Iaw at the University of Mexico
for_three yé%§§§:approx1mately 1960 ~ 1964. He:
belonged to. a .clandestine pro-CASTRO revolutionary
group at the University. Regarding the OSWALD

25 |
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case he was extreyely cautious and although he
R
was not able Qg?w%bling to give dates and

names, he sald\OSWALD v151ted the Unlver31ty

(\(\\ J //‘"

of Mexm:o\campus sgyrtly after the Cuban
\\v NN
\\" <L

Emba8EY \jﬁlm a visa to visit Cuba.

'./\\

méé§§§§gulrles regarding pro-Cuban

revolué;gnary groups at the University and

was directed to CONTRERAS and his friend.

~2

- OSWALD met CONTRERAS and four other persons'
as they came out of a round-table discussion -
‘held in the faculty of Philosbphy»’ OSWALD.
told the group it was urgent that'he VlSlt
Cuba and the Cuban Embassy hadVdenIed hLm a

.'visa. He requested aid from EBNngRAS' group.
CONTRERAS and others mistrusted OSWALD because
they.felt-he was a CIA prouocation. The group
allowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the
day, that night and part of the next day. OSWALD
was very introverted and apﬁéared to be slightly
crazy. OSWALD made$ g& mentiun of an assassination

\/C\-.\‘- A, - /,’Q\\
plot but kept Eﬁ;ng;ng up\¢he point he had to

\\J
travel to Qéé;ihmeglé\ef
39. At this b\\ h FBI knowledge, the matter was

turned over to the MeXican authorities who determined that
CONTRERAS was indeed at the University of Mexico but only

26
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for the years 1959 - l%QO and that he had been publlcly

associated in protest act1v1ty for the Student Revolutionary
Bloc (BER) in January 1961. However, the group ceased h |
functlonlng’as suchfln the middle of 1962 and

- Oscar QQNTRERAS was never one of its leaders. No further
work ls\refréthdjln the files on the CONTRERAS allegatlons.‘
Apart from the unsustained claims made by CONTRERAS ébout
his own presence at the University, there is an additional

element that undermlnes the credlblllty of hls account'

OSWALD's Spanish, which was barely adequate—to get him meals
= , |
near the hotel, seems hardly llkely to have permltted hlm to o

carry on for an extended period w1th<r\ naversxgy'student

group. | | \Y§V
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