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/ ~ BRAND
November 15/60

On August 5/60, at 7 a.m., Brand msde contact with Emilio Rodrigusz. Brand
told E.R. that he wanted to see Amparo (Plinio's wife), in order to dsbrief her
on the actual situation of OA's groups. That same afternoon Brand saw Amnaro, '
Amparo informed Brand of all the arrssts that had taker place after Plinio's
escans from El Escambray. In regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo told Zrand

" that Efran Rodriguez, member of the Exacutive Commitee of the OA,was in a safe
house in Havana, and was the man who could brisf Brand on @A's situation.

On August 6/60, Brand saw Efresn Rodriguez. Zfren informed Brand that, on

“account of Abay and Pensla's asylum at the Embassy of Brasil, contacts had been
lost with the action groups of OA. Efren vas completely out of monsy. Brand gave
nim $1%0.00 and instructed him to estabdblish contact with 0A's action groups. Efr

- ngreed to do this. ‘ _

Brand had to remain in his safe house for the next ten days, becauss no glus
or moustaches had bzen sent to him, and he had no materials for his disguise.
Meanwhile, Plinlo had arrived to Havana, and had established conbact with Efren
and other members of the underground. '

Emilio Rodriguez gave Brand a man to be used as a driver or as . a cut—out
This man is named Montes. After receiving ths dlSTulse matvrlals, Brand establis
contact with uesus Iglesias, former member of Triple A, and Brand's fsllow consp
for nmany years, Llglesias owned a 70 £t. yacht. Brdﬁd ask*d Izlesia’s help to use
his yacht to swmuggle wempons into’ Cuba. Iglesias was in very low spirits. He sai

that it was useless for the cubaus to fight Fidel, sinces Fidel had a powesrful ba
'from the Soviet Union, and that unless the U.5. decided to do something about it
our efforts were doomed to failure. In short, Iglesias refused to hslp, -

Next, Brand established contact with Cesar Lanc1s Bravo. Cesar agresed to help
Brand Lnst*u"bnd Cesar to start lookinz for D.Z3. and L. 23, Besides, Cesar was t
start organizing laborers in the dizfferent Unions, and fo try to gather informat

s

~

frown all of them. Cesar also voluntspred to maks contacts with policemen in the
patrol cars, in order to find out the codes they were using in their radio
communications. He -also promissd to start a search for safe houses and store hou
end to start checking Fidel throuzgh the members of the Sindicato Gastronomico. I
that first meeting, Brand gave Cgaar\on thousand pesos, to bz usad for expenses
for the-renting of houses, i N _ o ’
Next, Brand msdfcontact with Benitb Fernandsz. Benito said that he was eager
helyp and that all of us had to give sur o“at to overcome our country's situation
Benito offered his efforis to try fovand D,Zs8. and L.Zs° Besides - he voluntesre
to do some recruiting. Benito informkd Brand that he Had an action group of abou
fifteen men, already armed, ' ‘
Contact was made with Dr,

Nerdo Basz. Nardo informesd Brand- that he had
rop MBR and By Lomberto Diaz, acting ths latte
as renresept&tive from Tony Varona’s group: Nardo had refused to work with them.
Brand asked Hardo to take care of tht Province of Finar del Rio as a lzadsr of a
new undagground group, of wnich he wis gzoing Lo be one of the leadsrs. Nardo azr
to this, and promised to start lookinzg for D.Zs. and L.Zs.. and also promissd i«

take care of the recruiting of pcnpu‘in the Province of Pinar del Rio. He mentio
that he had a frisnd who had besn a lisutsanent in the rebel army, and who had gu
iis position because of the communist tendencies of the Go¥ernment. He told Eran
1L ex-1isutensnt could becomela valuabls mssst 1f won tb our sides He sal

L
12 a 088 Z0lng fO try to bringz this mar to talk with Brand. Br ave _—
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. At the first meeting with Benito Ferna b‘h?, Brand also saw Nelson Izlesias, ¢
University studeni, and son of Jesus Irlesiase Brand instructed Nelson to start
making some recruitings at the University. Brand also instructed Nelson Iglesiai
to make the necessary arrangzements so Brand could have a meeting with Joss Ferm
Planas snd Eddy Crews, members of the Catholic Youth, students at the Universit;
Hevana and membsrs ot "MRR (Artime's faction). Brand gave Nelson one hundred pes:
for expensas. R ,

A wesl after their first meesting, Brand saw Cesar Lancis again. Cesar said i
had besn making some contactswith dl fferent unlonso He also =sxplained that up t
+hat tims he had besn working with Tony Varona's groupy nam=d "Regcate". He exp:
hisg conc»rn bout the double role he was playing, working wi Rescats at the a:
time that ¥3%king with Brand ‘Lancis said that in due courss hs could bring ]
friends in uescate to Brand's orzanization. Brand said that a week had elapsed.:
no results had been attainsd and that hes wanted results. Lancls said thau ho wa!

- going to have results for thz next mesting. .

Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a meﬂtlnv vwith’ Jose Fernandez Planas an
Eddy Crews. The meeting took place at Fernandsz Plsna 's howe in Vedado, Havana.
Brand asked Fernandez Plana s help in order to ‘get DoZs. and L.Zs, and safe “ho
Though Fernandez Planas agreasd to help, he was a 1little bit reluctant becauss of
connactions with MRR, He said he was going to talk things over with his friends
promized to give m= an answsr in a few days. Nevertheless, he accepted four hunc
pesos to be usad in the renting of safe housea, Brand alse asked about the possi
of creating some disturha wca3 at Havana University on the 20th of Ssptembar,
anniversary of Trejo's desth.They said their chances were slight, bscauss they
could not burn the p=ople they had at the University in that kind of action. He
said that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushsd by ths
communists and wilitia, already well trainsd, equivped and organizeds.

In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brouzht slong a man by the name of
Franszisco Robayna Domingusz, ex-lloutenebu of the Rebal Army. Robayna had been a
member of the Awmerican Army, at Fort Dix, New Jerssy., Hs had been to Europe as a
member of the American Army., He dessrted.to go to Cuba and join ths forces fight
Batista. He bscame a member of Faure Chwbu's gusrrillas in. the mountains of lLas
Villas., Robayna said that he was willing to join Narde and Brand’s .efforts. He s
that he had already been working in the recruiting of people. He assured Brand t
he could count -with a force of 150 men. He also said bhat hs was going to get D,
Robayna was to work under the orders of Nardoe. : '

In his next mesting with Brand, Fernandez Planas returned the four hundred ce
he had previously received. He said he could not take care of the renting of saf
housss, because ths people they could use for that, were nseded at the MRR, lieve
gince Brand had promised him weapons, he said he would keep trying to get DoZs.
LeZs. He said he wanted to ses Brand again. x

Benito Ferrandez saw Brand again. He sald that he had talkmd WLth his brOuhm”
who had been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba. He had alse talked with Luis Las:ro Gu
who had also been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba, They both promised him to start
ssarching for D.Zs, and L.Zs, in the southern coast of the Province of Or*entao

Brand also saw Nelson Iglesias again. He said it had been difficilt to rsecru
people at the University, because everyona ssemed to belong already to one organ
or another, Nevertheless, he said, he had a grouo of arourfl ten students who war
willing to work with him, though soms of them already belonged to Rescats. He ha
in contact with a boy named Solis, who was heading Rescate's group at the Univer

At s Around these days, Jos, a member of the Company whom Brand had met in Washing
Foase came to visit Brand af Erand’s safehouse. Hs said that thsy weren't int
anymore in getting psopls out of Cuba to be propsrly trained. He pro
Brand somz contacts wﬂlch would hpln Brand in his ac11v1t1"s. Thess pr
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Srand had besn asking to see Plinio. Plinio alao had besn asking to s=2e Brar
Amoaro knew sbout one of Erand's safehouses. She came one day znd told Erand th
Plinio needed to ssz him. Next day, Erand went'to ses Plinio. At Pliniofs safe

Brand dluO met a man named Juan Mendez, also known as George the Pilot or Jose
Casenova. Mendez was the head of o zroup named MAR Gmov’M1ento Anticomunista He
cionario). Plinio told Brand of his efforts and how pleased he was with the way
things wersz going on. Plinio -also f alk ed about-his plans for the immsdiats futu

and the mzetings he was expe&ting Lo have in the days to conz. In return, Brand
pald that he was also pleassdwith the way things were deveiodping. '

In his next mseting with Brand, Robayna brought a map vpointing oui a D.Z. Th
was the first D.Z. that Brand got. Brand gave Robayrna a lensatic compass so Hob
could give the exact location of the next D.Zs. he was trying to zet.Robayna wa
full of enthusiasm with the outcome of his efforts, All his men were anxious to
into battle. Robayna gave Brand an estimate of the wesapons he needed for his 13
That 1list of weanons was given to the Company in Havana. Robayna also informed .
that in the Province of Pinar del Rio, a majority of the population vas in favo:
an uprising against Castro. - _ A

- It should be said by now that all the meetingsheld by Brand were reported fc
tne Company in Havana, almost inmediately after they took place. Brand had been
instructed in ¥ashington to give 4 revort each week, nouually, renorts were ziv:
in many ocR&sions twice and tﬂrlce a waeske ~—=

By this time, Brand had met with Tfren Rodrizuez in several occasions. Efrer

‘Rodriguez was contacting and organizing action groups to be used in Havanay in t

B8ity as well as in the Provines. A man by the name of Rutilio Ramos had been cor
by him. This msn was to lead the men we were planning to use in an attempt agair
Fidel's life. Efren Rodriguez had slso met people who gave him detailed informat

on the Government forces in Isle of Pines. Rutilio Rawos also made some reports
this. Contacts were made by Efren Rodriguez with action groups in San Jose de La
Lajas, : e - .
Joes sent Brand soms instructlons that enabled Brand to make contact with a ma
nawed Alberto Jorge Losada Fernandez, who worked at the Comvanla de Electricidad
This Losada was one of the leaders of an organization called "Resistencia Agramo
Though thsy hads msn all sround the island, their ndn force seemed to be in the
Province of Pinar del Rio., And what seemed most important of all, they had a gro

of fifty m=n aelready in the mountains in Pinar del Rio, in:a Dlace nam=d Rio Hon

In the first meeting with Losada, Brand gave him 500 pesos to be uss=d in th
purchase of supplies for the amen already in the mountaims. Brand also ;nstructmd
Losada to try to organize zroups-at the Compania de Electricidad. These groups w
to be ussd in sabotage atthe Electric Company. Losada agreed to send word to the
lzader of the groun at the mountains to come to Havana-to have a meeting with Br
Losada also sgresd to try to find some DeZs. or L.Zs.~From that day on, Losada
the meetings with Brand would take place in two houses he thlC&t“d, and which
Brand promptly aporoved.

Joe sent Brand some instructions that enablnd Brand to make . uontact wltn a.ma
named Vidal Morales, who was to provide the goons that were Uromlaad to Brand by
Jim Bowdin. Brand instructed Vidal to organize his wen and have them ready for
action to be used whsn required, Brand also instructed Vidal to start checking
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, a wsll known communist, and also to give all the inform
he could gather about the top communistsuin Cuba. Vidal agreed to this.

In a meeting with Losada, he informed Brand that the leader of the group at
Rio Hondo, a man by the nams of Lazaro 3antos Abreu, had been killed in his way -
Havana 0 see Erand. Brand then told Losada to make arrangements. 80 Brand could

have & meeting with the wman whe had substituted Lazaro Santos,
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instructed lLosada not to talk with Lancizs about the psople in the mountains. H
to talk with Lancis only about the laborers at the Electric Company, bscause 3
wunted Lancls to organize the labor section of Cuba Libre. , .
In his nsxt meeting with Brand, Lancis refused to have anythingz to do with ]

He gave Erand a writtsn report about Losada and Losada's brother;, also working

Electric Company. The report said that Losada had besen a well known batistianoe,
that he had been suspectzsd of being an informer for Batista's
report also said that Losada was suspected of being r
that Losada's brother was a druz addict and a "pushe:
there were any doubts about Losada's attitude agalnst the enb Cuban Goverm
Lancis said thst Losada and his brother were considered Fi s enewles, wiihou
question. Lancis informed Brand that a former mayor ot the army, named Manual ¢
Jesus Hernandez, had been commisionsd by Lancis to establish a net of informsrs
Lancis also said that he had received several thousand pessos from Rescats and t
he was willinz to return: the thousand pesos that Brand had givsn him. To this
Brand answesred nothing. ' -

security forcss.
o The samz revort st
sthah azkad:oLandcis

‘1D

. .
Arocund the Fiftssntis of Ssptember, Brand thought he had noticed certain unu
things around Potin's building, where Brand's safehouss was located. Ons day, a
when Brand was entering the bullﬂlné, he heard a man asking about the people wh
living at ths penthouse of the building. This confirmed Brand's suspicions than
somsthing wrong was Zoing ons. Brand left the building and never cswe back. It w
. until thres wesks later that Brand found out, throuzgh Augusto Casamayery, the m
who had provided the safe house, that a tennant of the penthousej,who lived in T
of Brand's apariment, had been the victinm of snextortion. This had been the unu
‘atmosphsre that Brand had noticed around the building, becauss that tennant had:
under survelllancs by the people who submitied him to extortion.

Brand went to live for some days at Juan Mendez's plade. At this safchouse,
mst a man named Jorze Esvino, who worked with Mendez at MAR, Brand put Espino ir
contact with Nardo, so Espino's people in Pinar del Rio wolddwork under the guic
P Robayna, Espino’s military chief in Pinar del Rio was a young man by the naw:
Barrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced him to Robayna. From then. on, Barrios
n contact with Robayna, and working under his cowmand )

(o]
Ba
na
i

Around thszss days, Brand heard that Mendez was going to have an interview wit
Priest named Las Heras. Brand went to that meeting and asked this priest to go t
Arts nlsa, in the Province of Pinar del Rio, and contact Nardo, so he would nrovi
Nardo with all the help that the priesthood could afford to give in the province
Pinar del Rio. Brand saw= Nardo and arrangzmsnts were made in such a way.that Na
did see Father Las Heras. From then on, it was their business to kesep in touch.
At the mmeting with Fathsr Las Heras, Brand mst a physiclan nawmed Dr. Leon Lemus

, identifisd himsslf as a delegate from Organizacion Occidental 4nticomunista (004
A few days later, Brand introduced Nardo to Dr. Leon Lenus, so Leon would help B
in the Province of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Lsmus to Robay
O0Afs military chief in the Province of Pinar del Rio was a young méan named Cruz
This Cruz Blanco was introducsd to Robayna by Leon Lemus. From then en, Cruz-Bls
was to work under the orders of Robayma. It is on account of all these contacts
were given to Robasyna, that in the last message that Robayna Db“t to Brand throu

Hardo, he claimed to have six hundrad men undesr his command. And he said that tb
was a consarvative figure. Nardo commented that in order to make this figure mor
conservative, he would say that Rebayna had five hundred men under his command.

figuwre is sccepted by Brand as good.

NV 65924 Docld:32356993 Page 5
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By the first days of Sepiember Brand had met Dr. Rodolfo Henriguez Lauranszon,
s well lnown Cuban dentist. This dentist lent his house many times so that it c¢
he used For Brand's m»ctlnbb with Eenito Fernesndez. Brand also used huurlquez az
treasurer, Whenever Brand received money from the Company, hs took it to Henrigu
~in order tc avoid a heavy loss of money if Brand was captured. In on=s of the nmee
with Benito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Joss Caba¥®3¥, who had been a stocky
st the Cooperativa ds Omnibus Aliados, This CabaBas hsd hundreds of friends .aior
drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Cabafas promised to get safehousss s
storehouses. He also promised to organize groups among the drivers and conductor
Havana. Hs also said that he was'going to give Brand a driver.
620 pesos, '

A few days later Brand met Luis Alvarez, a formsr bus u{%

Brand gave Cabans

re nd.who from ik
£8h> UL, Shag HE
became Brand's driver. This Luis Alvarez had been recommended Ey abanas and pmm

be a courageous, dedicatad and faithful companion.

In a new meseting with Jose Fernandsz Planas, Brand umest a youn: phy3101an know
Anselwo. In this mesting they said they had found a D.Z. and that they were goin
give Brand a map pointing out the exact location of thes place, They asked which

weapons could Brand provids. Brand mentionsd all ths weapons he hezhad bsen prom
ana commited himself to deliver certain amount of those wsapons fifteen days aft
the map had reached his hands. The boys promi'ed to zive the map in short notice
Thes=s boys also wanted to establish contact with dranq's people in Pinar del Rio

Some aays later Brand recszived a very detalled map of a L.Z. in the southern
‘coast of ths Province of Pinar d=1 Bio. It was sent to the Company right away.

By this time Robaynas had sent Brand the location of another D,Z. By then ., R
kept asking about the weapons, and he kept saying that his men were anxious to r
the equmeﬁnt and start fighting, - :

Through Emilio Rodriguez Brand mst an American known as ¥William Webster. This
was to put Brand in contact with a group of a friend of Brand who had gone to Mi
namad Mario Massip. Through Webster, Brand met a man already known to him for wman
yvears. This man's nawme is Simon Yabre. Simon Yabre was to put Brand in contact w
Fario Massip's group. By this time Erand had bscome a little bit unsasy about th
lack of news from Jim Bowdin, and kept asking Emilio Rodriguez about the deliver
of weapons. bmillo Rodriguez always answersd that he knew rothing about it, that
always dslivered uy reports bhut could not tell me what the pol101e3 of uha Compa.
were in that respect, -

' Through Webster, Brand made contact W1tn a vealthy and vcfy well known Suban
5ilvio de Cardenas. Silvio de Cardenas said that he was one of the leaders of a ;
headed by Jose Ignacio Rivero and Antonio Rubio Padilla. He sald, and Brand beli:
to be the exact truth, that they had connections along the whole island with wel!
known and respected p=ople. That they could provide fincds and transportation, Al

they wanted was weapons and guidance. Brand promisad both. Through the Comnaﬁ?, :
- dayo later, Silvic de Cardenas provided two D.Zs, Brand met Silvio de Cardena
. five timwes mors. Cardenas gave a list of the weapons his friends needed. Brand G

himself to deliver the weazpons in due course, -

One day Brand got word that thsre was going to be a meseting at Pliniols safelx
Pzople from the Front-were supposed to zo to that messting, Brand was 1nf1t =2d to ¢
Brand sent word saying he saw no reason whythe had to §o that meeiing, but Plinic
insisted on Brand's attendancé, Brand wsnt to the mesting. -There he saw ?li_lo,

Efren Rodriguez, Jorge Espino, Francisco Santiago, Juan Mendez and Joe. Plans wer
sel to coordinate tne CA and the Front's efforts to help Plinio in the
It was established also that Brand would coordinate his men in Pinar del Rio
~the man ths Front could provide, ‘
., ~~ Through Ewxilio Rodriguez, Brand met a man nsmed Alfredo Izazu
+/ told Brand that he had besn trainsd in sabotage and that he !
! orzanized in the City and Provincs of Havana. Brand told him
! weapons and sabotags and incsndlary materialg would be p
NUVﬁﬁBZd;DﬂﬂHPﬁRBﬁﬁﬁ@opagﬂiio keep their men orzanizsd and readv t

nountains,
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By this tiwe, Brand had met a wan known as Robverto Alvarez, vwho had a red je
and who said he had bsen trained in intelligence worle, and that he had been in
for several years. This man was introduced to 2rand by Zmilio Rodriguez., Rohsrt
was to help Brand in anything Brand would require of him. Erand found that Robe
vas available only after 5 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays., Brand found this
Alvarez to be a sensible, educated and calmed individual. Brand told this wan t
he would fird something for hiam to do.

Cabafas had given by now four safchouses, Thess safehouses were already innha
but the families living there were to receive anyones in nseddof a safehousa. Ir
of those housss Brand lived for two weeks, Anothar of those houses was used as
safehouss for meetings. . : . » ; .

Through Cabanas and Benito Fernandez, Brand mest a man named Oscar Rodriguez.
- This man claimed to be one of the leadsrs of an organizations in ths Province ¢
Oriente. Thay were willing to work provided they were supplied with wsapons. Br

" found the man to be honest, but dumb and Unaxperienced. Nemertheless, Brand ins
~~ this man to keep in toucn with uabaﬂas. , L

By this tims, Brand had become a little bit uneasy ‘about his di sguiss. During
perambulations around town, Erand h@d met by chance with many old fri

‘lends. Nens
them recognized Hrand. One day, however, a boy namsd Hodal, member of Triple A,
saw Srand in a drugstors and recognized him.. Yhen Braad went out, Brand notics d
thet two men in a car were watching him. Ths car went around the block and star
to follow Brand. When thes car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and Silvio Martinez, a
member of Triple A. Silvio called Brand and insisted on having a maeLLVo with b
Brand was mad to sse how irresponsible and indiscreet these fellows were. Brand
them an appointment, but Brand didn't atiend to it. Brand had become uﬂeasy abo
the disguiss becaus=, although B,was using a second hairpiece, it looked awfull
bad, and many friends had warned Srand that the hairpiecs looced a fales from a m
afar. They also said that the moustachs looked ioo darks. Brand'’s conclusion abo
this is what follows:lﬁhe disguise was very good, but hairpietes: don’t last lon
in Cuba's climate, If one wears them daily, as Brand did, they are nebt good for
more than twelve or fifteen days., 2) The disguiss was vood a8 Yoz as it mede E
a different man, but it was bad because it hai toovdlstlnctlvo featursa, That i
that if tHe police radiced a description of a man with very dark hair, very dar
moustachs, and a pair of somehow unusual glasses, it is jurs oneugn that Brand
going to bs caughi, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is.te wear a disguisas f
a long period of time, this disguise should not have distinctive featurss. It s
be difficult to descrlba the man in disguise, This is why from ths vary first 4
in Sepiember Brand kept asking Jim to send Karl to Cuba. Brand wanted to be dis
in a different way. Another thingz about disguisesa: the verson in disgulse shoul
alvays have enough materials at hard. n many occaslonasthe replacements for mou
took too long to arrive to Cuba. The last ten woustaghss were rsczived in very
shape and were so bad that Brand thought they had not been mads by Karl, or tha
Karl had made them in a hurry.
By thia tims Brand had slready metb harlo Zscoto @ known conspirator and old
risnd of Brand. Escoto was Aureliano's representative in Cuba, and-the man-in
charge of Triple A, Sraund offered weapons to Escoto, provided Escoto gave D»

-
3s

Escoto sald he had to conault this with Aureliano, but nevﬁftf:“:éé ,d th
-vas going te send Brand a wap with the exact location o o offe
5 -plia

Zscoto any money he wmight nesd, but gvcovo'%éid he didn't nesd money.
that he had been provided JLth all th= money he needed for his aLLiVibi“Bo;

By this +1“e, Brand had notified thes Company that all his men were to work U
the neme of

"Cuba Libre", and that this Organization was going to be ?eqfﬁj*rr?a
Benito ¥

rnandsz, Joss Cabafas, Hello Nardo, Alfredo Izaguirre, and Brand“
MWW 65924 Docld:32356993 Page? ' ' "
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czatarlo de q?Cleﬂdl), Dr. Israsl Rodri s
tion of one of tqe mhmbers of the Suprems Court, whos
r also made contac
twoqed in JAntL&QO’ named Quintana Mena. This 04n1
f the G-2 a.d he wanted to cooperate with the forces fighting
intellizence reports from this Oantain, and also fro:
ecretario de Ha ienda and from the Member of tiie Supreme Court. Gomila we
gzo de Cuba to see the Captain, but Brand does not know the oucomz of th
z, because Brand didn't see Gomila againe : ‘
ne day Brand went to Fernandez Plana's house to have a meeting with the milita
_chief of the Fror{in the Province of Pinar de=) Rio. Brand feli-he had noticsd soms
surveillance around the placs. When Brand told this to Fernandez Plana and his fri
‘they adonted a somswhat we-don't-bslieve-in-ghosts attitude. They told Brand that
viere zoing to ses ths man from Pinar del Rio in a different place. They offered
transportation fmw Brand. Brand went with Anselmo, whose car was parked in front o
Fernandez Plana's house. After Anselwo had been driving for a while, EBrand asksd h
i® he was looking through the rear mirror, to sees if they had been followed. A few
sconds after this remark, Anselwo said that a car weas after them, Brard therdinstr
selmo not to Zo to the meeting place., They began ur1v1nf around town, and the ca
ept after thems Finally they went to Calixtc Garcia 's Hospital. Brand went into a
1.1ding, took off his moustache and gzlasses and went out by the same door he had
to cowe in. The men vho had been following them were there, but it seems they didn
recognized Brand, who walked away. . :

‘Around these days, while Brand was goinz to a meeting, he saw in the strests an
friend of his, Pancho Varona, a fellow conspirator against Batisim., Brand in¥itad
tozcoms into the car. They talked for a few minutes and set a date and place for a
meeting. Three days after that, Varona met Brand. Varona informed Erand that a few
days before an airplane had dropped eguipmsnt at Zl Escawbray, and that ths eguipn
hed been caught by Fidel's forcss. Brand asked some D,Zs. from Varona., Varons pron
to get them, but he looked guits skeptical about many things. 3rand told him,

The next tims Brand saw Benito Ferrandez, he said that Plinio’s mother had visi
him, guite nervous, saying that his son had been captured at Il Hscambray. Benito
her that that was not true. .

Prior to this meeting, Benito fornandez had introduced "to Bran ty friends of
iden
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mad LEnrigue Barroso, and another young man by the nams of Cruz vhuy
iemselves as friends of Nino Diaz. Brand offered them hulp, and askﬂg them to coo
their efforts with Brand in the province of Pinar del Rio. They said that they ha
telk those things with Nino Diaz before making any definits arrangement. They sai
ruz was going to lMiami to ses Nino Diam. They wanted Brand to establish bona fid
Nino Diaz so hia:= wmight trust Brand. Brand sent a flash to.Jim Bowdin, asking him
nqtaolw sh Brand's bona fide with Nino Diaz, Many days passed by, and Brand was. no
ble to continue negotiations, because no snswer ever cam2 irom Jim Eowdin orhqny
menter of the Company. Prior %o this mesting with Barroso snd Cruz, Brand had had
a first mesting with Barroso. Benito Fernandez knaw that Barroso and Cruz had man
hiddsn weapons in Havana, '
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Through Losada, Brand met a man namsd Juan Tabranss. This msn mauran*s yas :
the leaders of"Resistencia Agramonte". Losada'had informed him of his dealigs wi
Brand. Hs said that in order -to get a final sgreesment witn “Cuba, lerb’, he haT~

»

i nform & man nemed Rossel, who is livinz in the United States. Tabranss looked wi
bepan, greensnt with SBrand. ‘
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By this tine, Brand ha r»ceiv d information through Cabanas of the fregquent ¢
of Raul Raul Castro to ths Enbassy of Checoeslovaquia. We iried but could not ren
house acroos the street. Brand had insiructed Zobsrio Alvarez to make a plan for

casing of the place and also for the killinz. The hands of the proffessional coul
seen in ths instructions given by Robsrto Alvarez. At 1&%», we got wWord that Rau
Castro was geing to live in Criente, and since we were not aﬁ to rent the houss

the plan was dropped,

In his last mesting with Brand, Cesar Lancis had informed him of the possibill
of killing Fidel at the National H tel, where he used to go to have dimmer w
wmnloye&s. "}1 was also told to ROUerto Alvarez, who began thinking about p
regarding the Natlonal Hotel and Pekin Restaurant.

Rumors b=gan toispread around town that Plinio had been captured somewhere nea
£1 Escambray mountains.

Meanwhile, Cabaflas had sesn Brand several tinmes, and had informsd him ot the
recruitings he had made for Cuba.libre among the drlvers and conductors of Coonara‘
de Cmnibus 4Aliados. A o .

Finally, the newspapers in town publishs ms victures of Plinio Prieto after 1
capture near El Escaumbray. The summary tris ezan. The day bafore the execution,
is, the 1lth of October, Emilio Rodriguez came to see Brand. He informed Brand thaf
Juan Mendez'and some other groups were going to start shoating around town in orde

.orove the Govarnment that the Cuban People was against the execullions, and on the :

of the rebsls. Emilio Rodrigusz asked Brand how many msn could he give to start shc
around town. Brand answered that he had no men avallable for that. Zmilio Rodrigus:
asksd if Brand had any men available to try to rescus Plinlo. Brand ansered that he
‘could give armsd men for that purpose, Emilio Rodrigusz also asked about Brand's
nossibilities in men to help in an attempt against Fidel's life at Mulgoba. Brand
answered that hes could give armed men for that action.The "we-must-do-something” at
("tenemos que hacer algo"), is the worst thing that can happen in a conspiracy. Whe
Brand realized that all the leaders in the different zroups wantsd to start shootir
WL\Jomv'plans or any definitevpurpose, Brand began to have strong doubts about the
seriousnsss or coordination of the efforts that were under way. o

ter Plinio's execution, morals cane to an all time low. Brand 1n3uruct Cabs
to start sabotage on the bussss in Havana. Brand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin insist
on the urgency of recelving incendiary and demolition materials. No answer. In the
between the 17th and the 2 4*h of October, more than one hundred busses were da.a ec

- Hovana by pouring starch or emery in the radiators. ’ :

Benito Fernandez had 1nform*d Brand that Guido Gonzalez Busbamantc had seen Bsni
and had incuired aboui Brand's whereabouts. Benito saild thet Brand was out of Cuba.
Guido then sald that Miguel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Brand and nresently
holding a high position at the Ministerio de Gobernacion, had informed Guido that &
was in Havana, under disguise, end offering money and weapons to different underzre
organizations. Isa'’s son in law, namud Naluon Barroso, was a member of the Judicial
Police in Cuba. '

Meanwhile, Nano Alonso, former membar of the Army, and present membar of the Fro
in the Province of Pinar del Riojhad sent a message to Dr. Nardos In that message t
Nardo, Alonso. Jald' t is a shame that you refus =d to work with us at ‘the Front, s
have permwttea 27 8E acceled by the man of the halrpiecsz and the dyed moustache,
answered saying that he had known the man of the hairpiecs for many years, and that
man never tried to deceive anyone v - :

Brand had nsver contQCued or aent messages either to Naflo Alonso or to Miguel Iz

resneds.. : ’

One afternoon, around the 16th of Cctober, %hile Brand«was in a car driven by
Fifa Portugzel, e woman employse of the Electric Comwpany, Brand noticed that thres

2n in a patrol car were insistently staring at him. The patrol car went shead
NW 65924 Ddicldr32356983 Pageld since Brand was nssr his ssfehouse, he zo out of th=z car. ¥Whan 8r
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iooked at Brand and soeeded up the car aound the blocke Before they could zet to
Brand, Brand had entered into his safehouss, at Hotsl Vista Al Mar, '

HMext day, Brand went to ones of his safehouses to try to make an appsintment witl
Ewilio Rodriguez. This safehouss was very well located, bul Brand never liked tbe
P way in which Monte, a cuban employes of the Comp&dy, had built up the cover for
ssf=shousae. When Brand reached this apartmenl, he found that it had besn sealed by
the Govmrnm*nt, as it had been dons with hundreds of empty:apariments in ths city.
That didn't prove anything, except that the cover had not been well built Upa
Brend mads an appoinitment with Emilio Rodriguez. Both started walking around the
eity fer about two hours. Brand told Emilio fbau he had dscided to dLscontlnue ope:
and come to Washington to see Jim Bowdin. - .
Brand then went to ses Alfredo Iza”ulrre, and stayed at his place for a waek. Ix
the m=antimas, and through lza"uL:rc s friendgat ths Embassy, Brand sent a flash to
¢ Jim Bowdin, informig him of Brand's decision to discentinus ovsrations. At the end.
of that wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returned home onz night quite uaset and told Brand
that 1t was better for him to go to live somewhsre elas. _
Through Benito Fernandez, Brand made contact with a very well known physician s
Dr. Berrardo Milanss. Though Brand hsd decided to discontinus opesrations, he reecrud
PDr. Milanes, who was willing to bring: azgroup of abouu 30 of his fellow physicians.
to work with Cuba Libre. . _ R
But then, Benito Fernandez came to ses Brand and told him that Nino Diaz wag in
Sqn+ia;o, vaking contacts with differsnt groups. Since Brand had been told by Alfre
Izaguirre that he, Izaguirre, had been approached by Major humberto Sori Marin, vihe
’Tﬁiﬁ§§§#t6 haves thrpa other majors willing to revolt aéaLnst the Government, Brand
ecided- 1nmed1ately to go to Oriente and try to put Nino Diaz in contact with Sori
'4'31}/', ﬁ&:iﬁb becauss Sori Marin hed also stated tkau he had HOO men, and that Le could
Ty Al control 14 lilomaters of the southern coas@a£gwggﬂen:go Brand wént to sse Izaguirzs
and asked bi5"i§§€§25153”15’8553§6f'ul.n oofl Varin and tell h.m that Brand wanted
ses him, either in Havana or in Crientei™IZuzuirre then told Brand, quite bluntly,
that his friends at the Embassy didn't know Nho Brand was, and had advismed him to
iscontinue his contacts with Brand uniil they could find out who Bran was. Brand
eft Izaguirre's house in a rage. Ten days had elapsed from the day Brand sent the
lash to Jim Bowdin, and, neverthelees, Izaguirre's friends at the Embassy didn‘t_
know and had not basen able to find out, who Brand was.
Brand then went to gses Emillo Rodriguez to inguire abouu the Comnany 3 pr*p&rat
to take Brand out of tliz country. E.R; said that he had not receivasd an answar o
but that they, the people from the Company, had sent Ek 5000 DEesosSs
Benito Fernandez brought Brand a very detailed map pointing out a DeZ.. at or ne:
La Gobﬂrnadora, in the northern coast of Pinar del Rio: The map was ssnt to the
Company right away. Cabaflas informed Brand that steps had bven uacnn to produce
sabotage at the main Cigar Factories in Havana. ;
Erand then saw Nardo for the last time, Nardo was h1Whly Ul asad with th» way
things wers going on in the Province ¢f Pinar del Rio, though he informsd Brand th
Robayna was in despalr because hs had not recelved the weapons that haa been prowi:
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to him, : ‘ o
: Contact vere wade by Brand whlﬂh “vuntua71y produced his de pa ture from tne
} country. '
s thhLu time, the halrplnce looked dwfully bad, Al zost no zlue was left, and
~!5?e lf?u moustaches that had been sent to Brand had each hair vointing in a differsn
ireection.
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