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be placed in Casiro's iood or drink, it would be a :much rmore
sffactive operation. Sam indicatad that ha had 2 prospectivre
nominee in the person of Juan Orta, a Cuban 01_1\_13.1 who had -
been receiving kickback payments {rom the gambling interasts,
who 3till bad access to Castro and was in a financial biad.

/ 10. Cornehua Roosevelt, ‘Chisf, TSD, -was consulted and/b{, ‘

~ assigned Dr. Raymond Tr iecnle:\to develop a pill that had the
elements of rapid solubility, high lethal content, axd litle or f-'v
no traceability. Six of these items were produced and, after «: -
being checked out for their effectiveness by Dr. Edward M. Zg '
Gunn, three pills ware ultimately- turned gver to Sam for the’ =
mission. Neither T3D nor Dr Gunn w3 briefed on the uitimate
use of the pills. ’
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-~
o ...
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11. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After sevesral wseks
of reported attempts, Orta apparsrntly got cold fe=et and 23ked out
of the assignment. He suggested ancther candidate who made

sevaral attampts withont success.

12. Jo= then indicatad that Dr. Anthony Vercza, <ne oI the
principal officers in tre Cuban Zxils Juata, kad becoms :is-
affected with the apparent ineffectual prograss of the Juxnia zad
was willing to handle the mission through his cwn rescurces.
-~ B

/ i3. Dr. Veroba was approached and jumped it the onpor-
tunity of getting *nmivsd in an indzpendent operaticn. Iz
told that the private interesis-bicking the project z‘li:‘. not wan
the U. S. Government ;ndé::tjicula*ly the CIA, tol i
involvement. ({So 7a¥ as this Cffice lmows, ha bhas never divulged
his participatior’in the projed’\to the Agency. )

/_,_...«.. - —

2. Xe asked, as a prar=quisiis to the deal, fkat ha dDe givex
3, 0D “or organizational expens=zs and reguasiad 31,70

13
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1. This mermorandum is for information only. E

2. In Angust 1960, Mr. Richard M. Bissell apﬁroaéhad
Colonel Sheiffield Edwards to determine if the Oiffice of becunty
had assets that may aasist in a sensitive mission requiring

gangster-type action. The mission targst was @&W)

F'idel Castzo.

3. 3Because of its extrerme sensitivity, oniy a smaii zroup

va3 made privy to tke projeci. The DCI was briefed and gave his.

approval. CTolonel J. C. Kirng, Chief, #H Divisiomn, was brieieg,
but ali details ‘wers deliberately concealed Irom any of a.he

IMWAVE oificials. Certain TSD and Cormro personnsl sactici-

paied in thes initial plarning stages, but were not witting of the

rurrose of the mission.

4. Robert A. Maneu was contacted, hriei
{te project, and requested to ascertain if he c-‘u‘; daveloo za
cree into the gangster elsmmenis as the {irst step -tcward accom-

clishing the desired goal.

L]

3. M=z, Maheu 2dvised that be bad met one Jozony Rceselld

=2 32veral occasions while visiting Las Vagas, 12 caly ‘mew
simn casually through cliects, but w23 given to uzdarsiznd that

L2 "was a high-ranking member of the "syndicaice’ .ni conirollazd

21 of tha icz-making mmachines on the Zirip. lizzeuw vsajzozed
12z, i: Ros2lli was in fact a member of the clan, bie ladouilrzdly
tad oo

cnections izading into the Cubar gambling imzzrasis




5. Mahsu was asked to approach Roselli, who mew izhaen
3 2 p al r=lations executive handling domestic za3 Zor=ign
zcceounts, and t21l him that ke had recently baen —etained by a

]
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cliant -who rep’raaented Several international businsss firas
which weres suifering heavy financial 1osses in Cuba as a rasuit

of Castro's action. They were ccnvinced that Castro’s removal

3 th2 answer to their problem and ware willing to Dav 2 price
of 3130, 000 for its successiul accomplishment. I was to be made
clzar io Roselli that the U. S. Government was not, and should not,g‘-
Dacomsa sware of this ovderation. i T .

7. Tks pitch was made to Roselli on 14 Sapitermbe= 1550 2t

P

tae riltcn Plaza Hotel, New York City. His initial reacticn wase
‘to ..void getting involved but, thr ough Maheu's persuasion, ha -
1gra= io introduce hiim to 2 irisnd, Sam Gold, =7ho kmew the
"Cudan crowd. " Roselli mads it clzar he did mot want any ™money
{or ais Dart and bzlieved Sam would ieel the same way. 1Jleither
2f thesz individuals w&SN2var paid out of Azzncy loads. -
3. Duriax the weak of 25 S2oatamber, Hl:hev w23 ‘nircduced
to Samy whod was 3taying at the TFonizinmebleau ioi-1, Lll2mi 3each.
IR : thatdirw-tasd] amcouin indi- . o
v-ié:}:xl\.who"looké':.’“:m:}-&etad lixe 4.common -rtm'a:'—‘:h*-a—rn.il_» hooha~
Inm . HeweverlHis3iving accommodations at the hotel beliszd

tixis, s “id the-fact that Maheu learnad Sam was under mzriodic
nc=-py the Bl It was several weaks alter nis me=e
and Jos, who was identified to hirm as 2 courizr cperating
“f:vana and Miami, that ke saw Dhetozrashs of Sotn s
vv’n:ds in the Sunday supvlemental *'Parade.’ They
: ntified as Momo Salvatore Gianczna and Sarnifos Traificant,
=soeciively. Both wesre on the list of the Attornay Ceneralls
-wanted men. The formesr was described 2s tha Thicaga

Iy

=hi=itiin 57 thae Co3a Mosira 2ad succa330r o 21 Jizena, .nd the
wztiaer, the Cosa Mostza boss of Cuban cperaticns. Cafmen anileeZ .
his ~Ilice immadiztzly uoon ascariaining fnis inlormmacion
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be placed in Castro's focod or drink, it would be a mmuch more
effactive operation. ESam indicatad that hea bad 2 prospective -
nominee in the person of Juan Orta, a Cuban oificial who had -
been receiving kickback payments irom the gamblinz interssts,

who s5til1 had access to Castiro and was in 2 financial bind. P
- i, [;—_-
} J,J
/ 1G. Cornehus Roosevelt Chia f, TSD, was consulted a.nd ( <,"~
{w

/ assigned Dr. Raymond Triechler tp develop a pill that had tk
/  elements of rapid solubility, high Tethal COntent and little or .ﬁ:}' .-‘,'
7

/ no traceability. Six of these items weré produced and, after . .,4 _-,:_,'m
| being checked out for their effectiveness by Dr. Edward M. - r ?/é{'?
\ Gunn, thrze pills were ultimately- tarned over to Sam for the: *

mission. Neither TSD nor Dr Gunn wiﬁ briefed an the mhmate
use of the pills,

11. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After sevaral weeks
of reported attempts, Orta apparsrtly got cold feet and 2sked out
f the assignment. He suggested ancther candidate who made
sevaral attempts without success. R

o

12. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Versna, o<ne oI the
princinal officers in the Cuban Zxile Junta, z2d becomse is-

affected with the apparent ineffectual prograss of the Juzia aad
was willing to handle the mission through his cwn zesouzrces.

-
/ i3. D=r. Ve rona was approachksd and _]‘_II'IIOP:I at the o»por-~

/ tunity of getting 1nmivsd in an indzpendent cpsraticn. Iz was

{ told that the private interes ackmv the project did not waxz

! the 1. S. Government ;:;d,/IJ;;Zicularly the £IA, to kpow of their
!\ involvement. {So 7a¥ as thig Office knows, ha has never divalged
\_his participation’in the progec‘t\o the Aaency }

*

J4

3. He asksd, as a prar ccu’sz»e to the deal, :

313,000 “or organizational expenszs and reguasiad 31, 270 worth
of commmunications squipment.

i3. Dr. ¥arorna's potentiil was never fully suzowoitad, 13
tha sroject was cancelad 3hortly alter the 3Bay o 2
V2rona was advized that the ‘0ifar wyas withdrawn,

B \
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, 16. Of significant interest was an incident which involved :
a request levied by Sam upon I»Ia.heuY?:Bd now shapes up as a .
potantial ﬂap,j i - oL » _

wMMW\fM wh ".;eunén ‘ - .
Sa:rkhrf-atenad to_.ea'{p»\hiaxni"to g6 to Vé, yas and . )
take-care- oLthmnatter himsslfT o ‘order’td pre- .

vent this, Mahau—con‘cacted‘c,qw*« rj,Duooxs, a o
¥lox "a. mveatxgator, a.nd asked him-to handle th i

300.! ~

Jeistead of ingtalling a bud‘in-ths:~r\oom,_,tha_'
tec‘_n_.r;.:m,placaa_a_tan on the phona, swaich ob-~
’ ' viously did not serxye Sam!s purposs. {Tho techai-
ciaa involved in the assignment was discovered in
tha process, arrested, and taken to the Sheriif’s ;

office for questioning. }&W«ﬁ«d\t&&eﬁtﬂ R

TSt

’ . Duboisby telephone {-He callad L{ahetlgj-ahe e
. " Kenitworth Hotsl, Miami, and informed him that = ~- o

' .~ he had been detained by the police. This call was LT
made in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel. - .

Subsequently, the Depariment of Justice an-
nounced its intention to prosacute Maheu along
- +with the technician. On 7 February 19562, the
Director of Security briefed the Attorpsy General, .
Robert Kennedy, on the circum stan(‘:es lnaainv up
to Maheu's involvemsant in the wiretap. At our re-
duest, prosecution was dropped.
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: ' Two arricles appeared in the Chicago presus,
one on 15 August 1963, and one on 20 August 1253,

. 7/ that suggested Sam was working with the Agency.
The Iirst article appeared in the Chicago Surn-Tirres-
' written by staff writer, Sandy Smith, and had as its

: headline: CIA Sought Giancarna Help for Cuba Spying.
; It r=lates that the Agency reportedly was in touch
with Sam in 1959 and reguested that be assiat them
in obtaining intelligence out of Cuba. it also men-
ticnad the Las Vegds wiretap, which the articla
claimed was handled by a “Florida investigstive o .
organizaticn. 1t further went on to state that, o
upon inquiry of this orgamnization, they stated the . . .
tap was placed at the roquest of the Central Intelli~- :
: gence Agency. The other article appeared.in the .
o Chicago Daily News, authored by Columnist Tony
Weitzel, and commentad that during March 1352,
S5am confronted an ¥3I Azent who was shadowing
him and said, ""Why don't you ieilows l=ave rme -

+ .
+.

alome? I'm one of you!" Sam allegedly stated thar,

2tar Casiro's rise in Cuba, : TIA opervative con-
t:izted him and wanted to know if 3am coulld do any-
thing for the Govarnment on the turbulent little island.
S .m said ha had risnds on both sides, but no ciou:i.

~—

That was it. .

Noselli was iniroduced to James P, Z3'Cennail, of thig

who was identified o him 23 an employ=e o Robert A,
2530ciates. OUver the several months of ciose contact be-~
_ tween th2sez two individuals, Ros=11i began to speculats as o
o O'Conmell's true employsr and, at one point, s:atad that he was
convinced he was emvploy=d by the CLA, and that the projs=ct was
sponsorad by tha Azeoncy. He hastened to state that he was not
nor would ha want confirmation of thix and, -

forcing 2~ i33us,
arther, Za wounld

not mention this to anyore 2lse, inclnding Sam.
3arm 523 never introduced to any Agesncy dDersonnzl and, while TIA

t > 2venizzll sus-

272> mantioned o 2im, it is Maheu's belia=l =z o

“acrad the \geacy w33 ihe nowar Sedind the 2D-ralion.




18. Ia May 1942, because of Mr, O'Connzll’s 238ig=ent
to an overseas post, it was decided to turn Roselli over to

Nz, William Harvey, who was at that time Chief, Task Force W.
Harvey was introduced as William Walker. It is not known whetker
Roselli 2ver became aware of Earvey's true name.
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- Howard J. Csborn
Director of Security





