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SUSJECT : FHghts froo Hexico City t!) Havana on 22 floYe!':lber 1 S03 

REFERWCE: 1. What is the total CI,\ infom.ation on the two flights 
from Mexico City to Havana? 

FINDINGS: 

2. What was done at the time to develop further ;nfo~ation 
on this matter? 

3. Can further information be acquired on this matter now? 

1. The Hexico Station records confim only one flight from r~exico City 
to Havana on 22 r~ovember 1963. This 'idS the regularly scheduled Cubana 
Airlines flight. There were two reports of small aircraft flights (one 
a twin engine flight to Mexico City connecting with Cubana fer onward 
transportation to Havana of a mysterious passenger; and the other a flight 
allegedly from Dallas. Tijuana. and :laxico City to Havana with two "gang­
lando type passengers.) Beyond the original reports (from sources of 
undetennined reliability) there was nothing in the Kexico Station records 
to substantiate that these flights occurred. 

2. Facts substantiated by P~ico Station records: On 22 Hov~ber 
1963 a Cubana Airl ines plane from Havana arrived .at the f.texico City Inter­
national airport at 1620 hours - '·!exico City title and departed on a return 
flight to Havana at 2035 hours - r.exico City ti~e. It was on the 9roun~ in 
Mexico City for about four hours which would be considered normal for servicing 
for a turn-around flight carrying passengers in both directions. This infor­
mation was obtained from sensitive telephone taps in the process of routine 
operating procedures on 22 f:ovember 1963. 

3. Report not SUbstantiated by nexico Station records: On 30 November 
1963 CIA Headquarters cabled !~exico City that a report had been received 
that the 22 Nove::lber 1963 Cubana departure had been delayed five hours frOlll 
1700 to 2200 hours awaiting an ir.:portant passenger who arrivad at the i{exico 
City airport in a private twin motor aircraft at 2130 hours He.:<ico titre. 
Passenger transferred directly to Cubana plane without going through cus~~~s 
or immigration and travelled in pilot's cabin to Havana. 2/ This inforr.~tion 
was passed to the ~~xican officials on 2 December 1963 for-investigation. 
There is no record of a reply. We know f~~ independent info~ation in 
paragraph b~ above that so~~ parts of this report are in error. The Cubana 
flight was not delayed for five hours. It had departed for Havana from 
Mexico City at 2035 hours which would be at least an hour before the twin 
motor aircraft was alleged to have arrived in Mexico City. The source's 
name is on the manifest as a passenger from ~exico City to Havana but the 
tice supplied by him does not agree ~th other infO~Ation considered reliable. 
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Ihc l-\('xic"l1 Gon'I1\::lCllt a.~sllTcd the U.S ,\l1J"15s;ldor thnt. it \:a5 t"l:iI1:.! 
steps to c'~lltrol tra\'cllcrs ;lnJ .::105('(\ tl:e border ,.jth the lI,S. for' 
!'evcnll hour5 ilmlC:iintclr :litcr the ass-ls$illat ion. 3/ !\ fJ i~ht of a 
prh;lte ail-cralt SU':h as this is p'Jssihle but it is U:11 n.el)' th~t sm;!l 
la111SlI.ll activit)' as this h'oulJ han~ gone unnot iced br the ~·k-xico S[:lticn 
tea.ll of observers \,110 rcpor.e::I. 011 Olb;l\l."l .. UrI incs fl ights. ~I 

-l. Report not subst:lnt ia ted by !-Icltico Stat ion l'ecords: On 2 ~~~~~bcr 
196~ the l!anIDurg Rase reported that a SO'Jl"CC in Cuba clail!l'~ to h:lve seen 
an Olircra(t , .. i th ~,\exican m.lrkings Jisd~lrgc p3ssensers at til\: Il!\'ona .Ii l1.:)rt 
at liOO hours on 22 :.'O\'cmber 1963, The source reported tl\:1t th~ t~;o p:assen­
gel'S ""ere gan~sters" Olnti thlt "the pbne had just co .. r.e (rorn ~ll:ls. \'ia 
Tijuana ( ... herc it \,<1S {ol'ccd to land because of engine trouble) and I,~:<i;:o 
Cit)'... 5/ This inforn.1tion "'3S sent to the FBI on 23 (\ecCII'.ber 196·1 (or 
investigation, 6/ The FBI responded on 31 Dcccm!Jer 196.1 that Tijulna 
,'.ould h,we been an unlikelj' place for Ol "forced landing" on a flight £1'0::1 
In11as to Hl\'Olna. TI~ei r office \,'as makir:g no further inquiries in the 
absence of additional detnils froo CIA. They suggested t!J.:lt C1:\ cor-duct 
0lJl im'estigat ion in Tijuana. 7/ (Tijuan3 is ,llmost the S3.'!IC dist3nce ere;: 
IUllas fl~'illg ":est as :lwana ,,"culd be flring $cutheJst or ~~:dco Cit)' I·,ould 
be fl}'in~ South.) The r·Ic:<ico Station had no investigativ e asset~ in the 
Tijullla area. The information "as 3 )"ear olJ when re.:eh'cd and I:l!,;,:h too 
vngue for··rctl'oacti\"e chccking of records. TIle untestcl source ,,110 had 
providoo ih". report died before he could be questioned for additional 
d'!t3i1s. 

S. The sse V' report page 103 further cor.:p1 kates tlCl\'el data by the 
listing of the CUb~ll ,\irlir.es flight delar from "6 p.!:!. until 11 p.",:' 
The ~'Titcrs of this report ,;ere prolmblr trying to tr:lnspose thE. J~parturc 
time to the equh':llent of E.'lstcm til!1C. Theil' inform..'ltion is d~ted I 
[Ccemb~r 1963 , .. hid, is probably a mistOl.'-en refercnce to the cat-Ie ~:hich 
is elated 30 ~~o"'e:::b·~l' 1963. 2/ TIle ~lcxico Stnticn file cop}' of this cable 
carried th~ dOlte ~f 1 Dece:rEer 1963 \ihich is the dnte it ';as reccl"'cd. Y 
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SJURCES: 

Page 3 

Transcripts fnn Olban Er.:=assy 3!:.d Olbana Airl ines com'ersati~ns 
on 22 XO\'emoer 1963 discussing arri':al tbe of fljght, it's delay 
in arrbring, and departure, Joint CIA ~lexican n:n:erru::ent telephone 
tap of four separate Olban &-..bassy lines. Su::!::ary translations are 
in English f~ the Spanish 1angage transcript. These are not verbatia 
transcripts. The Spanish text is tr.e original ~nitor's interpretation 
of the conversation. The E:1.glish text is an interpretation of the 
monitor's interpretation. (File: 50-9-12 Folder 23, 21 Nov~ber 1963 
~oQ 64-518/84, Space 307389.) 

Cable from CIA to }'lexico City Station DIR 3605~ dated 30 ~ve-.ber 1963. 
(Fi1e:201-2892~a) "lexico City Station file copy of DIR 86054 ~hich is 
dated 1 December 1963, the date of receipt. (2Cl-2892-18). Extract of 
the information passed to the ~~xican Govern~nt officials for a check 
on this aircraft, dated 2 Dece::tber 1963. (File: 20l-2892~8). 

Cable from U.S. EI:lbassy. ~1exico City. Ambassalor 'Iho::la.S C. ~:ann, 
dated 22 ~;oved>er 1963, Centrol 269. SECSfATF. 1177. ad'rising the 
Dep3.rtT:lent of State that the !·:e."(ica.'l Government had closed the border 
with the U.S. for all travellers not personnally and ",ell-knc~n to the 
J.1exican Government. (File: ~·rexico Station File P-8S93). 

LIFIRS surveillance team. Their case officer at that time was Robert 
H. Feldmann of L\ Division. 

EGGA-3171 dated 2 November 1964 •. a dispatch fro::t Hamburg Base 
reported infor..ation from Professor !,al ter snc~ 'obo had recei \'ed 
it a year earlier from a Cuban collea~Je. (~~~~ Jqb i66-602/61. 
File: 19-6-79/3. \'Ohme 1). r:-'t.\==1324.l dated 30 Dec~l)er 196.1 
transmitted to ~~xico City St3.tion a copy of the CSCI-316/02S1 5-64 
~ch had been sent to the FBI on 23 ~ember 1964. (201-32ZZ-17) • 

• 
CSCl-316/02S45-~ dated 23 December 1964 (201-322247). 

FBI aemorandu::l eated 31 Decenber 196'; DBA-9434. Subject: Lee Harvey 
~~ALD respondir~ to CSCI-316/G2SJS-6.l !201-32Z24i). 

",~ ~ ~. >-~#~;-~~~~:;'.:. :..~. ".it •. !.:.~ .. !-~··.: ;t:'t .. · :;~;? }.'!;.~:-~.~~:,!: 'v~:i :::l~~F~,5:~~~(.;! ~ 
': 

I 
-; 

j 




