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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

FRmA: Gary M. Breneman 
Assistant General Counsel 

( -"' . 

25 August 197f,-

SUBJECT: Request for Agency Assistance in the Death of John Rosselli 

1. Senator Gary \'1. Hart (O-Co10.) h2S involved the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence in the investigation of the murder of John Rosselli 
(Washir.:;tC!Tl Post, 25 Au~ust 1976, p. A25, copy attlcbed). In addition, the 
Director has met with Hart and stated that the Agency would c.ooperate in the 
investigation of Rosselli's death within the bounds of its charter and its 
statutory charge to pl"Otec.t intelligence sources and methods from unauthorized 
disclosure. 

2. At the request of the Committee, Mr. Tom White. OLe, and the under­
signed met with two homicide detectives from the Dade County sheriff's offic.e 
at 12: 30 p.m •• 24 Aug~t, in the offices of the Committee in the Dirksen 
Building. The two detectives were Julio O. Ojeda and Charles Zatrepalek. 
Also present at the meeting were the following indhidua1s: Paul Daly and 
Carlton Burrell of the FBI and Mike Madigan, Rick Inderfurth and Mike Epstien 
of the C.:coi!tee Staff. Pl.·esent for pa-=-: of ~e r.1eetillg were Bill Millet·, Staff 
Director of the CommiUee. and Charles Kirkow of the Committee Staff. 

3. The Agency afficers explained that they were there to detennine how, 
wl~ the Agency's charter, they could provide assistance to the detectives 
in their investigation end to receive their questions 2nd then pursue the answers 
within the Agency. The detectives asked for help in the following areas and 

_ their questions break down into three basic categories. 

A. First. they would like to knoW ",·hatever the Agency knows 
about certain Cuban national:.. some deceased and some still alive. . 
They arc as follows: 

I. RaI!K)n Don Eestevez Dominquez (deceased by shooting) - born 
2 May 1936 or 5 February 1936; repol·tedly a boat rnanu{actul-er 
who was able to go in and out of Cuba on a regular basis. 
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li. Rolando IJa:oferrer Rojas (deceased by bombing) - bom 
12 January 1918. 

iii. Luciano Nieves (deceased by shooting). 
" 

Iv. Jose De La Torriente (deceased by shooting). 

v. Jose Quintana - born 3 October 1945: reportedly a nephe\7 by 
marriage to RosselU. 

vi. Jacquin Antonio Cortizo - born 10 January 19(5. 

vii. Manola Artimes (the detectives specifically asked. '-7here he is 
now). . 

vill. AM/L.~~H - his ident.ity and presez.l whereabouts. 

ix. 'What are the names of the three Cubans mentioned in the 
Rosselli testimony? (Two of the three names are in the 
9 December 1970 memorandum discussed in paragraph -1 of 
this memorandum.) 

B. Secondly. they asked for whatever information the Agency could 
provide on the following indlvidua1:S whose citizenship is unknown but who 
are probably U.S. citizens. 

. 1. Fred Black - identified as a lobbyist involved with Bobby Baker: 
he r.ep~ly Jives in tl:.c Watergate Af.u:ment.; and 1:1 a friend 
of Maheu. Rosselli and Shimon. They wanted to know if he had I 
any connection with the Castro assassination plots. . 

.-
ii. Edward Morgan - a D.C. attorney who has "reportedly represented 

Black. Shimon. Rosselli and Maheu. 

ill. Josepb Shimon - identified in the Senate Select Committee Report 
on Alleged Assassination Plots at page 81 as ·a friend of Rosselli 
and Giancana.· They wznted to know if he had any CIA rela­
tionship. 

C. Third. they ask a number of general questions which are as 
follows: 

I. Who is the Cuban who provided the speedboat mentioaed in the 
Senate Select Committee Report? 
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ii. Who is -B-ll: omd what1!O the name of.the i\l\ti-C:!slro croup 
both of which arc mentioned on pace 89 of the Uep:»rt? 

iii. Did Harvey actu .. l1y pay Rosselli $2.700 to clc!ray the Cuban 
expenses as mentioned on page 84 of the Report? 

iv. Why was Rosselli approached in~tead ·of GianC2I12 or SOmeone: 
else? 

v. Did the Agency do a background check on I~o53e1Ji o!" Giancana. 
and. if so· •. C9Uld they have access to· it~ 

vi. \'1by was aU contact with Rosselli stopped i~ 1955? " .' 

" vii. Would it be possible for thenl to talk to the man ~i" luen who 
served as Chief of Station in Miami .iu·t'inl! 1960 to 19E.~? 

viU. Could they talk to the current Chief of StatiO:l in Miami? 
1 

ix. Would it be possible for the detectives to talk to James p_ 
O'Connell. a retired senior Office o! Security employee? 

x. Does CIA have any evidence that the Cuban Intelligence Service 
may have been involved in Rosselli's death or that Cuban Pogen.ts 
were in the Miami area at the time of his death? 

4. Rick InderCurth presented the undersigned with two classified merno­
~da a."ld ~tatcd he thought &.ey shou!d be dee1assifiei and made available to 
the detectives. One is a 9 December 1970 memorandum to the DC! from the 

. Director of Security. Subj: -ROSSELLI, Johnny.1I The second is a. blind merno-ll 
randum dOlled 9 August 1976. Subj: DJohnny Rosselli.D CopieS of both arc . 
attached. 

5. The undersigned u:ade absolutely ~ commitments with respect to ant 
or the requests except to the one relating to interViewing the current COS Miami 
and 1 said ~ to it. The detectives will be in lown until Saturday and can be 
reached a! their Inotcl. Tel. 521-1900. Room 610. Following that they can. be 
reached at th~ shcrifC's office in J.iiaci at (305) 547-7456. 

"''-~~~ 
Gary M. Bren;.ban 
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