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15 MAY 197Z 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Di~~ctor of Central Intelligence 

VIA 

SUBJECT 

Deputy Director for Plans 

Release of Documents Furnished to the' 
Pr~sident's Commission by the Central 
Intelligence Agency 

On Monday, 8 Hay 1972, Mr .Jrp.t-k'H"bMQge~ey visited 
Congressman Richard Ichord to show him the exhibits he 

.requested and to anSl'ler any·questions. nr. Ichord is 
Chairman of the House' Commi ttee on Interi1al Securi ty. 
It was quickly apparent that he kne\'l very Ii ttle about. 
the Oswald case, and that he had been misled by Bernard 
Fe.nster\~ald,. Jr. regarding the extent of CIA's coverage 
of Oswald when he was in Nexico City. Mr. Ichord ex­
amined the documents and raised a number of points 
which were artswered candidly and without reservation. 
He . thanked us for easing his mind and said that lie could 
consider th~ matter closed. Mr. Ichord was well-disposed 
tm.,ard this Agency from the onset and assured us that 
anything said or shm~n to him '"ould be held in strict 
confidence. A more detailed memorandum is attached. 

1 Attachment, A/S 

for FOJA Reyiew Oil SEP 191& 
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SUBJECT: 1.ee Harvev Os,\'a1 d Case: Briefing of Congressman 
r~i chard I chord, 8 May 1972 

1. ~r. Josenh O'Neill~ Office of ~he Legi~lative 
Counse 1, presented Nr. "'tJh'4~Ule,,·, ,·!ho furnished the 
exhibi ts reques ted by the Congressman, and ans~'lered his 
questions 'as follmlTs: 

2. Hr. Ichord said he llTaS concerned over one aspect 
of the Oswald Investigation from the standpoint of his 
cOJmnittee. He ":anted to knOlv if "during CIA's investigation 
of OSl\"ald when he i\'3.S in ~,!exi co" ,'-.'e deve lopee. any evidence 
of a conspiratorial relationship betl'leen the Soviets and 
OSl.iald ei ther through our coverage of the Embassv or 
outside meetin~s. ~e specifically referred to S6viet 
consular officials Pavel Antonovich Yatskov and Valeriy 
Vladimirovich Kostikov, one tir both of who~ Os~ald' 
contacted at the Soviet Embassy. (Both Yatskov and Kos tikov 
,·,rere identified, in the Commission's Report as consular 
officials 'and KGB representatives.) I told him that CIA 
4id not have Oswald ~nder investigation when he was in 
MexicoCi ty; directed his attention to the pertinent 
exhibit; and explained that the KGB affiliations of the 
two Soviets ,-rere supplied by CIA experts \'1ho l.,rere al'lare 
of their activities and not by anything said or indicated 
by Os\.;ald in the evidence compiled by us. Mr. Ichord e!=-PtJIlT,s 

examined the exhibi t, noted that OstVald' s 5bo r t Q.QA1Wrs-a;ti·QDS 
only related to securing visas; indicated that he 'had been 
misinformed; and said that he had no further questions to 
ask on this point. 

3. He said that his question "las sparked by Bernard 
Fensteri'lald, Jr. a former constituent, about whom he 
1cnei.,r very little lvhen he reques ted the documents. Since 
then he has learned of Fensten.;ald's_ dubious credentials 
as an expert on the assassination and of his association 
,o[i th Jim Garrisson and others of questi onable repute. 
I detai led our mlTn di £fi cuI ties l·1i th Fensten'lald, his 
insistence that lie are hiding something, and how, a5 -
Executive Director of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations, he has been pressing us to release our 
classified documents under threat of invoKinp, the ,v 

Freedom of Information Act. 
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4. At Mr. Ichord's request, I gave him a complete 
rundown on how CIA learned of Oswald's uresence in Mexico, 
and the ci rCU»lstances I surroundin~ the photo of the . 
unknm-rn man "Thi ch ,,,as taken j,n-"·f$ea:t-=e£.:.;;;~t-~y-.: 
I speci fi€?d and refuted the assorted allegations regarding 
this picture ,.,hich 'vere generated by Ed1'1ard Epstein,. 
Wesley T.iebeler (a former Commission attorney), Hark Lane, 
Jim Garrisson, and later Bernard Fenstenvald, Jr. I 
mentioned that Fensterl'lald tpld us a year ago that he 
knetv the ~denti ty of the unknolvn man but so far has not 
volunteered his name. One of Garriss on's· charges ~ias that 
Os,,,ald Has a CIA agent and th.at lve cut him out of the 
picture. I took the occasion to stress that Ostvald ''las 
not a CIA agent and that '!'le never had anything to do \'ii th 
him. 

S. I mentioned that 1'lhen. the President t s ComJilission .. 
cama into ~xisterice Mr. Helms issued specific ihstructions 
to cooperate fully with the Commission and to give it 
comp.l~te ·access to any in·formation bearing on the assassiu,a­
tiori;'that Commission members, at ~fr. Helm's invitation 

visited our ~!exico ~ sta:~ion for an ori-the:-scene 
briefing and inspection. I told him that '<Ie have not 
released exhibits relating tp OS1",ald's visits to the Soviet 
and Cuban Embassies,· because the sources of the above 
information are extremely sensitive and still productive. 
Nr. Ichord fully agreed on this score and· complimented us 
on the extent of our coverage. 

6. Nr. Ichord asked \V'hat steps CIA \.,as taking to 
~eclass i fy its other documents. I told him of the requi red 
'five year cycle (one coming up shortly), the revieN' 
process, our interim releases, and CIA's desire to release 
them all as quickly as the need for protecting them subsides. 
I pointed out that most of our material consists of "nut 
complaints''', . rumors, . gossip , etc; ,';hieh have no securi ty 
significance per se but could be embarassing to innocent 
persons; disclose a productive and friendly foreign source; 
or acknowledge CIA's presence abroad \vhere ,diplomatically 
this ,.,ould be inadvisable. I ci ted our experience lii th the 
j'crank call:' that originated in ~.Rbe'l"i';a .. £ Austx:a1i...a.; hO\i 
in 1968 \\'e tried to declassify this exhibit but 'A:Hs'fj'sij'ilm"il!iJ'f' 
securi ty officials objected on the grounds that it '<1ould . 
publicly acknm.,rledge CIA presence on their soil and perhaps -
stir uTIlV'arranted controversy. I stated that despite the 
above-type problems we gradually have been declassifying 
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CIA's material, sanitizing exhibits, as necessary to 
protect our sources and methods. 

7. I mentioned in passing, that two other things 
beyond our control have contributed to the misconceptions 
over our exhibi ts: 'A) The inadvertent release by National 
Archives of the master list of numbered exhibits shortly 
after the demise of the President's Commission lid thout 
distingui5hing bet,.,een overt and classified i terns; and 
B). the fact that many exhibi,ts hear different numbers 
but are interrelated, thus g1 ving a false impression that 
there are more exhibits than is the case. The release 
of the master list without the accompanying documents 
caused much apprehension and misinterpretation,' particu~arly 
among assassination "buffs" and Agency critics. I cited"'. 
th.e "Oswald and the u- 2" en try which \tIas ,.,.ide ly exp loi ted 
until Ne declassified the document a couple of years ago.,~ 

.' . . . . . 
8. Mr. Ichord asked if any'CIA members'served'on 

the President's Commissi,on. I said no, but mentioned that 
former DCI Allen Dulles was on the Commission. He then 
turned to the makeup of the Commis s i on staff and ho,., it 

'was chose-no I, replied that ,~e were not really competent 
to comment on hO\'i it \'ias chosen but the staff consisted' 
largely of attorneys 'of varied political and ethnical 
backgrounds from liidely separated parts of the cOUl)try; 
that, from my observation, the Commission was impressively 
organi zed and a highly motivated, hard ".'1orking group. 

9. Nr. I chord stated that he had no further ques tions 
to ask and thanked us for easing his mind. We offered to 
produce any other documents he migh t Hish to see. Mr. I chord 
replied that this would not be necessary. He returned our 
exhibits and told us to consider the matter closed. 
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~·;E~-10R:'·lnrl~! FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

VL\ : Deputy Director for Plans 

Release of Docum~nts Furnished to. the' 
President's Coemission by the Central 
Intelligence Agency 

On ~!onday, S ~,'ay 1972, Nr. visi ted 
Congressman Richard Ichord to ShO~i hir.L the exhibi ts he 
requE'.sted and to anst-ler any questions. ~,!r. Ichord is 
Chaix'man of the House Commi ttee on Internal Security. 
It 't'1as quickly a!,parent that he kne\'/ very little about 
the Os~~ald case, and that he had been J!1is led by Bernard 
Fenster~ald, Jr. regarding the extent of CIA's coverage 
of OSt'/ald \ ... hen he \~as' in Hexico Ci tv. )lr. Ichord ex-
amined the documents and raised a nllmber of points . 
,."hich '~ere ansNered candidly and .. ~i thout reservation. 
He th~n'ked us .for, easing his mind and said that "ie could 
consider the rna tter closed. Mr. I chord ~~as ,otell-disposed 
tmiard this Agency from the onset and assured us that 
anything said or shOl~n to him ~iould be held in strict 
confidence. A more detailed memorandum is attached • 

• 
1 Attachment, A/S . ~O'S1 oil~ 

Document Number 's ,.,.. J"1 I 'Q 
for FOIA Review"" SEP 1976 

• 

--- ._- ------_ .. -- - .. --
-.a.. _______ ......... ~. __ ..... _ ... -..... ___ 
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St:B.JECT: J..ee Harvcv Os' .... ald Case: Bricfing o.fCongressman 
~ich:\rd Ichord, 8 ~.~ay 1972 

1. :·!r. Jose!,h O':!eill, Office of ~the Le~.islative 
Counsel, presente~ Mr. , '~ho fu~nished thc 
exhibits requested by the Congress~an, and ans~ered his 
ques ti ons as fo110;'IS: 

2. ;·(r. I cho,rd s aid he '.;as concerned ove r one aspect 
of the OS"/ald Investi~ation fro~ the standnoint of his 
committee. He \.;arited to kno\~ lif "durillo CI;\'s investi"'ation 
of OS!'l'alc! "!. en he; \\"as in ~fexic9" ;'!e eve lone . anr eVl, enct; 
of a 'conSllTatorlal relationshln between the SovIets and 
S~'1aldel ther thro~gh our coverage of the Emhassv OT 

outside li1eetin~s. He specifically referred't-o Soviet . 
consular officials Pavel Antonovich Yatskov and Valeriy 

. Vladimirovich Kostikov, one or both of whom.Oswal~ . . 
. contacted at the Soviet Emhassy . (Both Yatskov and Kos til:ov 
''1ere iden ti fied in the Commiss ion' s Reoort as consular 
officials and KGB representative·s.) I,'told him that CIA 
did not have OSl'1aJd under investigation , ... hen he \.zas in 
~!exico City; directed his attention to:the pertinent 
e~hibit; and e~~lained that the KGB affiliations of the 
tl'lO Soviets , ... ere supplied by CIA experts \-:hC;; t'lere a'"are 
of thei r acti vi ties' and not by anything said or indicated 

. by OSl'lald in the ~v:idence compiled by us. ,;'-o!r. Ichord 
examined the exhib,i t, noted that Os~ ... ald' s. ef-ro..-ts . 
only related to securing visas; indicated t~at he had bee~ 
misinfoTmed; and said that he had no, further questions to 
ask on this point. 

3' .. He said that his question ,.,as sparked by Bernard 
fe~sterwald,Jr. a former constituent, about whom he 
kne,~ very little '''hen he requested the documents~Sincc 
then Ve has learned of fenste.nvald_· s dubious cre.dentials 
,as an expert on the assassination and of his' association 
,d th Jim Garrisson and others of Questiona!>le repute. 
I detai led our m..-n di fficulties ,d th Fensten.zald, his 
insistence that \\"e are hiding something, and am." as 
Executi \'C 'Di rector of the Cornmi ttee to Inves tigate 
Assassi.nations, he has been pressing us to release our 
classified documents under threat of invokine the 
Freedom of Infornation Act~. 

• 
I 

._-------_ ......... . ... _- C" -- - ,,""--.-L-__ . "'-'--. -., .~.--.. ...,..--------__ .. _,_ .. _ .. ---""- ~ ... _~'_ 
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." 
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4. ~t ~r. lchord's rcqu~st, t gave ~in 0 co~,leto 
r"tmdo,·!Tt on ho~" CI.·\ learned of C~'.·:ald's 1?rcsence in ;·!exico, 
anc.! t''l.'.:' ci rCUi.lstances surrol1:1.din'J the nhoto of thp. 
nn~,n'J~ofn ~an l.,hi ch '!;ras t:l: .. en·· . 
I s~cci fled and refuted the assorted alle~ations regardin~ 
t:ds n.T C t!1rc ,·:hidl l1erc generated bv Ed~.;ard E1)stein, 
~·.'e:; ley ~. i. ~be ler (n. for:r.er Co~nis 5 i on attorney)~. ~::irk Lane, 
.Ji~ GHrris:.;on, and later !3ernard Fenster.·rald, Jr. I· 
~lenti("ln~'l t~at Fenster. ... ald told \15 a year ago t-~:Lt :lC 
kne: .... t!':e i clenti tv· of the unkno',,,,n ~an nut so fa.r hus not 
VOlu11tccred hi; ~ame. One of Garrisson's char~es'~as that 
OSly'cild :'H1S a CIft agent and that ve cut him out of the 
uicture. I took the occasion to stress that Oswald Has 
r.ot a CIA agent and that .. ,:e nev,~r :lad an~'t~ling to dO\iith 

, him. 

5. I mentioned that. -:~hen tha President's Commission 
came in to exis tence (·Ir. Helms issued snecific ins tructions 
to cooperate fully ,-lith the Commis,sion'" and to give it 
co~plete -access to any information bearing on· the assassina­
tion;tha't COMmission me:nbcrs, at ?·~r. Helta's invitation 
visited our M~xico : station for an on-the-scene 
briefin~ and' inspec'tion. I told him that ,~e have not ' 
released ·exhibi ts relatin1! to Os~ .... ald' s visits to the Soviet 
and Cuba'll ,Embassies, because the sources of the. above 
information are extremely sensitiv~ and· still produc,tive. 
~(r •. Ichord fully agreed on this score and complimented us 
on the extent of OUT. coverage. 

6. f.-tr. Ichord asked. '.,.!lat stens CIA ,.zas taking to 
declassify its other documents. I" told him of the required 
five year' cycle' ('one 'coming U,,? shortly) " the revie~f . 
process,_ our interim releases, and CIA's desire to release 
them all as quickly as the need for proteC'~ing them subsi,des .. 
I pointed out that most of our material consists of "nut 
complaints"', rumors, gossip, etc; ,-ihich have no securi ty 
significance per se but could be cmb~rassing to innocent 
persons; disclose a productive and friendly foreign source; 
or acknc)\.,.ledge CIA's presence abroad 'o1!~ere ,diplor.latically 
this "lOuld be inadvis ab Ie. I ci ted our eX1)e rience lofi til the 
"crank call" that origin.ated in . ..,. hO\~ 
in 1968 \"'e tried to declassify this exhibit but 
securi ty officials objected on the grounds that it '!-lould 
~l1blicly ncknOl~ledge CIA presence on their soil and perhaps 
s ti r um·r~rran ted controversy. I stated that despi te the 
above- type problems lie gradually have been "declassifying 

. 
I 

. -
--~--:~~~ ___ ~~,....--___ L-____ -:---_. ________ ,_~-:---,.. _____________ : 
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CI:-\ I S r;t;! cerial, sani ti zing exhibi ts, ns n~ce5sary to 
:)Totect ~lUr sonrces and methods. 

7. I mentionec1. in passing, that t~iO other things 
be;,·ond nur con trol have contributed to the misconceptions 
ove,r olir cxhibi ts: A)The inadvertent release by I~ational 
Archiv~5 of the master list of numhered exhibits shortly 
after t. 1! • .:- demise of the President I s Commission \d t~out 
distin;~ui.ihin.g henieen overt and classified items; and 
B) the fact that many exhibi ts bear different numbe.rs 
;)ut arc in terrelated, thus giving a false. il!i~ression that. 
there are more exhibi ts than. is the case. T~le release 
of the mas ter lis t \oIi thout the accompanying documents 
caused much apprehension and rnisinterpre·tation, paT'ticu1:3rly 

. among assassination "buffs" and Agency cri tics. I ci ted -". 
the "Oswnld and the U-2" entry '.".hich \,;as \.:idely eXp'loi ted 
until Ne cleclassifie.d the document a couple. of years ago. 

8. ~!r. 'Ichord asked if any CIA members servec.:on 
the President's Commission. I said no, but mentioned that 
former DCI. Allen Dulles \oIas on the Commission. He then 
turned to the makeup of the Commission staff and 110\., it 
,.,.as chosen. I replied that 'ITe were not really competent 
to comment on .·,ho\". it "las chosen but the staff consis ted 
largely of atto.rneysof varied political and ethnical 

. backgrounds from 'olidely separated parts of the country'; 
~ that, from my observatioi~, the Commission ~'las impressively· 

organized and a highly motivated, hnrd~orking group. 
-

9. Hr. Ichord stated that he !lad no further questions 
to ask and thanked us for easin~ his mind. ~'!e offe,red to 
pro~uce any other documents he might ,·rish. to s~e. Mr. I chord· 
replied that this ";iould not be necessaIY. He returne.d our 

. cxhibi ts and t'old us to consider the matter closed. 
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