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~lEtvIORANDml FCR:De'puty Director for Operations 

FROM Raymond i\. lVa rre n 

SUBJECTS 

Chief, Latin Am,erica Division 
/'-'. 
t;,? 

A. Jack Anderson 20 January 1977 Column 
Ti tIed "CIA T;i:ed to False OSHalcl Story~' 

B. Identification of the Mr. ~ in the 
·Anderson Column 

1. The attached column, citing the testimony of a Mr. X, 
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli­
gence officers in Me~ico. TherB is, of course, no substance to 
the column's allegatiohs. The column identifies the source as 
Mr. X because of attempts on his life, but subsequently gIves 
enough information· on Mr. X to establish his identity. 

2. According to the Anderson column, Mr. X Has first met 
by his CIA contact in Havana before relations with U.S./Cuba were. 
severed. Mr. X had helped to organize bank accountants to em­
bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes. 
Mr. X was reportedly recruited by a ~[orris Bishop (CIA contact) , 
to"plan an attelllPt on Castro's 1 ife. The plan \vas to fire 2 

bazooka fronl a nearby apartment building while Castro was delivcr­
i rrg one of his mel r a than. speec}l es . Accordi ng to the Anderson 
column, the plot was discovered by Castro's police and r.lr. X 
escaped to Miami. Mr. X also reportedly tried to assassinate 
Castro in Chile in 1971 in league with the Venezuelan Luis Posada 
Carriles, WllO is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October 
Cuhana airline bombi.ng. The Anderson column ends t-li. th the rep01·t 
that /.11'. X worked for CIA until 1973 for expenscs,hut '1~'as paid 
$253,O()() in cash by Morris Bishop ",hen he t>Jas tcrniinated. 
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3. Frolll thc above· description of ~lr. X, it is. reasonably 
c18~H that ;\11'. X is Antonio Carlos VECIANA Blanch (2()1-3129()G) . 

. VECL\NA, an a:~sistant bank managcr and past president of a puh1 j c 
accountants ':i'ssocjation in Havana,. fjrst contacted CIA in.Havana 
i n U c c e ni h e T J 9 6 0 \\' hen h e ask c cl the COS, at t hat t i In 8 J a 111 e sA. ;'10 C 1 , 
to help in all assassination plot against Castro. VUCIANA jskcd 
for visas for ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro, 
and also requested four MI rifles with adapters for grenades plus 
eight grenades. Tlle COS did not encourage VECIANA and subsequently 
checked. with an Embassy officer who reported tllat VECIANA had made 
similar "\vild··eyed" p'roposals to him .. On 23 November 1961 the 
Miami News publi~hed a repOrt of an unsuccessful attempt by Antollio 
VECIANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to 
assassinate Castro and Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October 
in Havana, but the baz06ka he ~as using failed to fire. 

4 .. There has been no Agency relationship with VECIANA. A 
POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in 
JanuarY 1962, expired in November 1962. VECIANA was born on 
4 October 1935 in -Ha~ana. He 0as a member of the People's Revo­
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cubadllring 1960-61, and 
was one of the founders of A1pha-66. A certified public accountant 
by trade, VEClANA was withA.I.D; in La Paz in 1968-72. VECIANA 
was registered in ISR tathe U.S. Army in November 1962 and he 
was terminated without prejudice in July 1966. On 23 July 1962 
VECIANA was intervi~wed, at his request, by Mr. HaTry Real from 
the DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a meeting 
with a senior CIA officer to discuss Alpha-66's plans to assassinate 
Castro and to request CIA's assistance (U.S.$100,000; 10,000 Cuban 
pesos; 48 hand grenades). There is no indication that this request 
was ever acted upon by CIA. 

"5. In April 19()6 a LA Division officer, John R. Lucy, using 
the alias John Livingston, met VECIANA in New York City. The 
meeting was arT~lnged by a retired naval officer, James Cogswell, 
who had informed Chief, WII -Division that he had information of value 
con c ern i n g Cub a . W he n L u c y a r r i v ell inN e w Yo r k Cit y for the III e e t :i. Il g , 
he \Vas introduced by Cogswell to·VECIANA. He immediately launched 
a discussion of the Cuban political situation and no-ted his strong 
feeling that the only solution -\vas theassassiriation bf Castr,o. 
L u c y ad \T i sed V r; C T !\ N i\ t 11 at 11 e was inn 0 po sit ion top r 0 v ide It i 1:1 IV i t h 
assistance or clI.cuurage him in an assass:in;ltioll attempt and WJS only­
in t e r cst e c1 in gat her i 11 gin for In at ion \v' h i c h 11 e tho ugh twa s the pur po S C 

of the mceting. VECIANA subsequently said ·that his, .r?ommate t:·clix 
ZJ\B;\LA, a Cuban refugec, had excellent, contacts in lIav~lI1a. It h;as 
clear to Lucy, however, VECIANA was attempting to use ZABALA poten­
tially to get Agency finan~ial support for Ilis organization . 
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VECri\f\!;\ sllggc:~lcd th;lt. $SO,(l()() l'ioulll be needed t.o get illS 
activ.i.tLcs off the grounu. Lucy ind.icated to vu:r/\:-!i\ that he 

.h·oulJ. look il\to the ZABALA matter and \vould probably arrange (or 
Z;\I31\LA to be "con to.cted in Puerto Hico. 

: . __ ·~;;I.:~ ~~ .'. . "'; . '; L; .' . .: ' . 

6. Therets no rriclication in the file that any AgencY officer 
in contact Hi th VECIANA ever used an alias 0\orris Bishop. There is 
no Morris Bishop list.ed in true ilame in the DDO rolls. T11ere\·.'3.5 
never any contractual relation:3hip Hith VECIANi\ and he Has not 

. paid CIA funds.' 

7. On 11 Ja~uary 1977 a sanitized cory of VECIANA's 201 filc 
was m~de avai1ab1~ to staffers from the Serto.te Select Comnlittee on 
Intelligence. 

Attachment 

siS-·"l;;;d 
F.a~"'s«~d 1\. \V~rt'I'(}.q 

Raymond A. Warren 

DDO/C/LA/COG/OPS:WJDevine:js (9229) e2l January 1977) 
Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 
1 - ADDO· 
1 LA/COG/Chrono 
2 - C/LAD 

Q) - 201-312966 
1 - hold 
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Jac t- L\,!.1 C", pl·~ /-\!1 an ,;-1 T/~~ n;rJ..1•r· t ~<:>n ..: . . ·:t·· ~ .. 

ri;Iy~t~;~y- ~~iit;;~~~~'in JFI( Inqunry':' ]:.: 
.j A mystery witness has sworn to con- . anti-Castro forces', might have re:- how Kennedy would di~~ The~,the r~b. ';. ~::! 
· gressional inves-:ig:1Lors trt2t :! Central . cruitedOswald. a :!mo',m; pre-Castro .bIe ro~er aJ?e~ ;mowi!1gjy that .Ken·~~~ 'I:. ::: 

lntelligenc~. Agency agent introoucf;d . activistto i;iH Kennedy. . . nedy "KnOWS ne 1S a m3.r~ed man...·· 'o,C: .': 
. him to Lee Harny Oswald in Dallas '. "''i'he J11:)tiv~ on this," states the me- .' Hilteer later admitted to the' FBI : ~, .: 
: three months beiore Oswald gunned '. mo, • ... .vonid of COtifse ba .the e:<p"cb,·. that he had been in~.Dtlllas in. June, " :;: '.' " . 
· down President John F. Ka;:u.edy~:- .tion .' th;;:.t aitar the f'resid=ht was 1963, but denied havmgany ~m,owl.'~';: 
··_..lkilled. Oswald would. b,;; caught or at edge of the KennedY. a<:"'~sssination..· ~~l::' · ., .••.. The witness, whom w-e ha'le.· agreo::u '1 ~ !-. FE least his h!entity ascertained; the law •. H.T.ve'ler,- the informant to u tt.:e t I·.': .. . ·.··to l· ... enti!·'y cn'~J'r a.:l Mr., X because oi at- d '1'1 • h' . ~ < enforce.ment authoriti::s and the pub-, that he aske II !.lteer aI. -ter t. e snoot··.:: .:11,>.,: - teml:lts of hi3llie, is the founder of a .. " · . < lil! would then blame the as;;assinJticn' ing whether he bad known about It l!l.,' :: >' ..... " .' CUban terrorist grou:;> th3.t worked .... : .. 

· 1 1 'rh the CIA. . ' •... on tneCastro government; and the call advance or had. merely been gtl~sing-.~ 

... ' c.~{ ~UP held 3ecret meetings at', ;f{ti~f~.!.ceicl overt,~ro'v w,ould be irr~.,; ;!e~~'~:~ dO~y. g~:~,~~::: rep~cd ,r.liJ. ,. : ? . 
· 31..."'8 HoUandale in Dal.la!! betol'~ t.he as-' But Hoovel" abruptly' blocked this ' ..... Butthe most eYnlcsivedevelo.oment:: . r <~ 

sa.ssina.tiqc. Not long alter Kennedy v' "". h ,,-,; .;~ 
was sho~ a Dalla3 deput-J sheriff was llile of inqu.i;y by noti1ying the War-., is Mr ..... s statement taat e. met V;)- .. r · •. i 

Os • d d ren ConIm.i.;;)ion on Sept. 21, ls-&!, that ,wald in the compaay ota CIA agent.· -. 
.. told by an. iniormant that . W:11 ba ." theFEI h.Jd .lCC1ted and identiiied . Congressional investig:ltcrs que:;tioued: 
: be-en associating with some C-ubans at, Odio's ·.,callers. He named them 2S. .' the m'-"stery witness c!csely on three >;: ';:"3123 Harlendale." . '. .... . . . J 

.::, Mr. X's dramatic testimony castJ': LomD Hall, I.awrence How3.rd and separate occasions. They fina!1y con·:' .. :: 
:: William Seymour, all anti-Citstroites. '.' eluded that "his cre<lJbility is strength-'" :;:., 

'. new light. on the story Sylvia Cdio, . Hoover even suggested that Odio could " ened by the d=tailsi:!e provides consist-; .. , 
.• daughter of a wealthy opponent of Cu· '. have con1us~;J ~h'=' na'!""'e' s "Loran Fall" .•... entWl'th wh,at he told us 'o"'fo1"e. SiC'.,,;!. '. > -::: -::. ban Pnlmler Fidr:ll Castro, told to the ~ cu... ~u -~ .. "".......! '~:: . 
...• FBL Two m,(mtts beior'3 the Kennedy' and "Leon Cswald." . , , I icantly, he remains very strong on the" '.: 

.. .. '.' Now the congr~;sional ~1iestigatof3 Oswaldsigntmg:' .;. I ::. · ki.lli.ng, she relat~, she was VL~ted m . in ' 
. her' Dalla.:; apartment by three men ....... hav~ unc~v.e~ede~idenc~ that.lIl three The encoum~r .occllI!e\l a do:""n-" 'b:': 
· who identifIed themselves. as friend3 demedVlSltUg .theoctlO apart.ment ' town Dallas bul!dmg, w.aere Mr. X r.~d ',., . 

. and that the FBI had obtai.i:e<! thek.' an aooointment with his CIA contact. :: 
· ~of her i.atller. ' ',' C ·.denials bejore Roo'!:::r wrot~ his letter The agent was accompanied by a mall' . ~ :.' 

'. One was inr.oouced to her as "Leon '. to taeWarren Commission. whom Mr. X later rl:Cognlzed-.as Ken-" , :. ~'. 
" Oswald." Vlhen she saw the picture La The investigator:) have a1sl1 obtained .....• nedy's killer.. ' .. '. ~ .;::.' 
: the newspapers 01 the man~ who had' . the tape ot a fascinating con"'2-!'Sation, . "Vlhen he saw it was Oswald that· i '.: 
..•. shot Kennedy, she fainted from shock. predicting two week) in ad'J: •. ilcethat killed Kennedy," the investigators reo _: ' .>; .• 
'. It ".,3.1 the same O:.-wal'd, she was cer- Kennedy would be shot "from an off· ported in a conlidential memo, ~'he '.- : ,:~, 
.• :t.1in, who had visited her 2partnent.. ,ice ~ul1d!ng wit;" a high·powere<i ri- nearly freaked out, but he never said·~· ~ > F. 

Cong:essional iDvesti~ltOI'3 have fIe.'" The,predict!'J!l was made by the" anything." . .:'"" .:;: 
. now lau-ned that the late J. Edgar lata JoS€uh' MHtef:r, a right·wing raIr. . The jn'lesngatoI'3 triea to pin down~' ~ , 
'Hoover deiiberat.ely misled the V/ar· .•.• hIe rOU3e'I', who also .1appelled to have". Mr. X on how lw could be sure th:::t . :~i ~. 
ren CoIll.Ci:l..i.s>ion about Odio's mystari· . close connections with anti-C3stro . man was Oswald. Mr. X replied,. ac-';: I ."': 

": 0113 visitor3. She was such a p,=rsuasive .. lea<!e1"9. . . ' "'7.'·~',:co:di.ng to the memo, that he bad '., ., ",' 
. ··witness that the com..missioil staff was - The CODver.;at!on was taped on Nov. " "learneti "how to retaln the char?cter~': t ><. 

pl'epa.ing to invpstigata' her story ·.9, 100-3, in.~~a.::l; by Xl FBI infOrmant. ics of a person; ~e haq, trained .hi.rrls.e~C: I: :;:, 
thorough1y~ . . "named WIllie SomersBtt, who turned to do that. And i! it wasn't Oswald, !t'.' .";. 

Staff members even speculated, ac-'the tape over to the FBI the next day. was someone who was exactly likeGe.- ; -:; ..• 
cor.ding to one internal meillO, th~t the .. ],mt~r is heard on the tapedesctibing:.~,~a_I~~~i3 ex~~t.~,O~~~l.:<~'~::'·~:";:.";;~·i':;:; t :~L 
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