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SECRET 

MEMQ1\ANDUM 

SUBJECT: Garrison and the Kennedy Assassinatif)n: 
WiUiai'n Clal'en..s WOOD Jt!., a.lias William BOXLEY, 

/2,01,..834272 

Itefetence:CI/R&A M~tmovandllm No.9. Subject; aarri~l()n 
and the KenJiedy Assassination., 5 June 1968, pa~a.gl'aph. 1.9{~ 

A. Summal'y 

William Cla.l'ens WOOD Jr. was employed by CtA ~s a contract; 
i1'lstructor in clandestine operation$ from March 1951 when he arrived 
in: Saipaft. unW Ma.rch 19~Z, when he had a nerVOllS breakdown resulting 
fr01»' family 'P1"obletns and a1~oholism.. Sttnt hack to Headqua.rters~, 
h~ served as an ins truetorin OTR from ~1ay 19$2 to January 1953, 
wh.en his resignation was requested. again he (".ause 01 heavy drinking. 
During or be.£or~ Jwy 1968 Ga,l't'is&n, who .knew that WOCD had been a 
'GilA employee, hired him aea.ninvestigator assigned to Garrison's 
uinvestigation'fot the Kennedy assasrHnation. In December 1968, howevtu', 
CiaroVtson's office announced that WOOD had been fixed because it had. been 
ascerta.i:tied tlu1~ he wlu5,tben active as a CIA 1bperativel1

• La-te:r in 
Jl)ecetnb~r WOOD ma~ two telephone calls to his former chief in Saipan. 
l'equesting contact andinstru.ctiol'ls. The case is 'being referred to tho FBI. 

1. WilUatnClarens WOOD Jr •• born 17 A:u~st 19Z0 in Shr-:evElport. 
LQ\lisian4, was approved in Novenlber 1944 :f0r (1)verseas employment 
by 05$ in an ~ssignr.nenta.s a newspaperman (printing chief in a. Central 
J?~cific Qpetation). This, approval wall withdrawu.on 2.3 December 1944. 
howe.ve!1" because of ftOn-cancurr~!);ce by 001 AAF. He was then ~s$j.gnec! 
te> combat infantry dUty in the SQuthwest :Pa..:i!ic~ he WAs ¢t qsedby 0$$. 
In Fe'brtuu'Y 1945 he "netted tl'ie Honolulu Office fPf ass 'and daime4 that 
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~U~~~S!~~l 

~~~~:tl~ 

..;;ad been rec'ruitedby OSS while be was ~ttending infantry$cho~l 
. Fqrt Ben»il1g in 0ctol.i$:ti 1944. He $tated tbathisservic(i$ were t~ 

t\ave beeausedto originate ,~nd cr:,mdlitct r<4di$programs in theCBl 
theater; ,t~t he had~eelltnves.tlgatfi;'d hy Dunn aDd B;t"a<h~tl"eet,and that 
intbeeou:t's.c Of':&. long dista.nt;~ telE;p~Qne eal1tc) ~he oSS Pe:rs.f)ilnel 
Proeu.tement Office he h~d been told1;hat OS'S could ~ot uaehim at that 
time :b'ilt tha1he Sho1Ud keepia teueh. The intervie~8 officer in 
Hon~lu1\l cOm$e~ted.n hi. l'¢'port tQ Secp.ri~ Gfficert OSS Headquarter,,,. 
thf,ltthe Du¥Ul ,ilndBra.dst2reet ~ea.k ,hould be~oted41n4 t~t WOOD 
certainly k~wmQre ~bO\J,tQ$S$ than~y ~ther p$t~~ttal recruit whem the 
interview.+, ·had Elver fJe~n! 

.?-. 'OU1'3 De(!!embe1' 1950S'Ubje.et was given a Cove;'t S4lcurity 
Cl~a.rueefor uee asa s~ff~$ent ,and was aS$igned tQ Saipan as <Chief 
m$tl'uctbr c! C.tliU1deIiliUlieOptu:atj.fillle. He attdved at hl$ po*"t in M_rch 
1, ~N.,ud two months latel' his a~pu<h,lnt$ were issued tra.ve~ elearaneee 
te Job.. him ~ mMa-rcb.! 9 $2 Msuffered a n¢1'V()llS breakdown anti was 
r~tur:l'l.~d to Agency HEiad<i.u.arter'$ fot medical observa.tion. The medical 
eQ~cluslc>n, was *mit tIle b1"e~clpwnM4ree't1it~d from farnUy troubles and 
ove':rind~gence in ,alcohol. l~ May 1,52 WOOD wafll assigned to aTa 
asa:~~~~s:t:ruetor In tile Opera.tiQU Goutse.ln Oeto'bel" 1952 :W$ sta~s 
was e<;»llvetted totb,atQi astaif employee /I and he wa;.$ assigned to 01'R 
asCi CiiS ... l1tnelruct(.\r. 

l.tn December 19 5Za;1l. Age'~cy gua-tel i~~d WOOD lying ona 
iJldewalk near Temp'o;rary Eye BuU$n.g. H~ was bieeding ~rGm the 
In~th.':fh~n'e was no.evi4~nee ()f fQui. pli1.y.At hi,S own request he was 
t8ik.e~to· El:TJ;el!'g~n¢y li():~pita1.· tn. JaJl;'Uaii'y l' 53' he failed to I'tlJ;l(·,n.-t £131:' 

,duty. Agcneyrtpres-e.~iveB went to h1$ l."esidence. tb,e, La.£aY$tte Hotel, 
and xQ.1.Ul<l hiI'.Q under the WluEluce of &c<*..e1. He wa~ :r-eq,uested tGreport 
tor dUty the~eltt clay, but the hotel GQdor had him rem()vedt~ G~inger 

, Hospital beea"u:Seof e9ntinu:ed:in~oxleatton. S1lbjectt$1"esi~tion was 
tequested on. 19 Jan~ry 1953 and beeal'l:1.e ~iieetive 1,1.J'a.nuary 19$3. 

4. Oil 11 JUly 19~~SuQjecttelephGn.ed the Security Office from 
Dalbl·8. Teas. H~sald that he would undergo bralns\lrgery en 1 ~Ju1y 
at Baylen,- HtH:SRltal, Dailas. He j3.skedthat a.n Agency repi'e-sentative 
he p~eee~t. .Ar't"~ll,gememts 'Were made ~Q ·ensurethat anything WOOD 
s~id.uadera~esthesta Woi;lld remain co¢i<iential.WOOD was glvel1, 
sQ(ii~m pe)'):tothol.butno $urgery (e~<;ept a t;ipinal tap) wa~ performed. 
In ilia h~spital room. to whie.h h.e~4 'been retu'fned fl"QJJnth¢ operating 
ro~nl. WOOD '.aidtha.~ be ha4 s:ervedoV"e1"seaS with. theC:.lA and had 
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s~en·tnany' 'peopl~ kUletl. mth& ClA-a:;re a b't.Ul.¢.lloi dl~y Ct'!<t ... tllr~tc. 
@d .. 1.wouldn't tu~ 3, bit ",u:rpl'i$elil if theys~t ~ne of thei:l:"n~nto:¢Ut 
mi~e. Theythirutthey are .$'raart,bl1toae .t}£th.~s~ d~ylii ill the neat' 
futl.u~.e I w1.11 show them wht:)iet~' :smal"t~$t.'lhey haV0~bou.t 100 
Ga.,;14' $ w~Jldu~ arO\l;llawith t1l~b' hea4$ tib~pedUke eggs. • • • .I have 
b~en a !a..Uu1"ebtttafter 1. ~~t wel~ It\lrt g()il'1g to g~ba.,¢k to s.cl'1~ol &ad 
g~t roy dQg:r~¢ and figbt~.C.lA with ~v.e$f~~ tl$t 1 <;a.t1., n 

s. A r~l?Qtrt of 30Apri119~7 £~Gm ~~ .. FBI o.fut;e in Dalla.-s. T~X~l;It 
notecll :t:hat. $~bj~:¢t h~d te~ephoned fl'ont:.Mtdland" 'F¢~~11 to a. Ghin(5$~ 
;:liitEUligenee 9tl'.i<:et i]11 F.~t':tno~~. WOOD $aii.ithat he ha" iO'l'm,erly ba~l1 
el1~J».()¥e<l.by the e11\. 1{e. ()£t~~edto:hel.p thc·'offi.{.t¢1' Hwith. thi.n.g{lf I 'lulowH• 
!'t~ th~t.eleph,.t.m<;:dt.u.bbgelltj Texas, anti GP~ke to ~ .. 'P£i'r~an beli~ad to 
be b.i,~ ",,~f¢., H$ told hetrtha;t h~ had~pti)ktan W,ith Chi;'ng ·Kai ... Cbtek'~ chief 
oJ: iItj:e~~ilen(!~ and ,that ftid! this tllmg iQE:S tbr~gh". ehe$.:td the b&by 
weuld. ,..~e~ive :tl't>r:n $1Q6tQ $le~.Q ~ mQth. 

,6;. In Feb:vua:ry 19l)7 the »'om~stic ~ntaetService in lJalla:$ 
request~<r~lea~aa~eto 1;1,l!~SubJect an.d r4\po~t~ tbt he bdna-t had a 
Gl'tnk hl ;n.~n~ and <i1'. ~ yea~$. Qil $ Ma1:'clt 1967 dE1JrQg~tliH,·ylfBI info:r~.­
t.j;01:'l. a:nd tb¢ ~fQ,frr4l,til),n,tl~t. WOOJ)w.GagaJ:n 44dllk;~g neav1ly we:r<ll 
lcr:w.ait"d.~d tQ> th~ lJe$jw~~eh.~n <ir..,ppe(i, hi,m.,,$ 'l!\,~t~nti;:W. SOUl,'.¢·s. 

7. en i8J~~ 1968 Ron. 0$'TROW of th~ '.t.1.)s AAple$ ~1~me~ 
¢~le4 ,th~ A/DCl ·a:nd. -'tel~y-ed·a, L<.}e. .An3el$~ ~{!t~y a;~t & (Q:rn;u~t' €lA. 
ag#;1n~t \f~naOxf";¢:Yt whQ WQ.1i!i ~ it1ve$tig$.~t'fi:>rJim ·Qards·o~. 
The A/DCr. :ieplied. iifn()ct;)n~$ut.n 

8. In ApPil 19-63 Pe.lJ,l ~OTHEllM.ELt U'~t:urit'Y' o#ie~l* foriiUtlt 
Oil C$npany. 1'~$.$a:tdth.at helaad. heEl$, V'irdte4 bya 1i$lUVlOOD wilo 
~a~ ~end\1.¢~ il'lv~s.tig~tiw!3· ,in;~~l4lfil ft;lr Jim Garrison ~der ·t1wal1as 
of lUU BOXLEY.' WOOBwa.s :'ntt1<$,ng iiiquiri.esaliH,Jut th.e€1Aand. its. 
ope.~;uto!U,J. l~ W~fj Iur:th.e:l;r~);)otted;t_t WOO»\1'1a~ '\Vell1qlo.·~n, in 
If$JsttJnau.4that hisconnElctionwitb. Gaf'rison was no S~G;r~t. 

9,. Oa t2:.;ruly 1~63th~ 1'-lo-w Yfll'k'11im~ (po (335). ea~ri~d ~ a.l'ti:c::le 
b.~ad1ine-4 hGa~risonelain:ut Feu"aiga· Spy' Lllik" • T.ll.$ia,1:Ucle Wcll.il.de$-

,th:~ 1oUowi~~ , 

!'tevel;'tb.et~lepho.~ •. ~:l'. Ga·~ri$Q:n ~$<> t~t:rQduced 'an 
investigate)]! far' hl$ €!fii¢eiBiJ;LBQlt~ey ... a,&a ,torr..'1!aI' 
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Centt'al Intelligence Agency instT'Q;cto1"in the 'clandestine 
operattonfi/ de pal"troent, • :ae said h~had fOl.U).d Ml'. BQxley 
~hi1e s-eeldnga ' rnan whe had been withtheinteUigence 
ageruzy but stUl car0d about the UIlited Stat~$. I 

if Mr. BoXley thensaidhisl'eal nam~ was W~llian'l. G. 
'\Vood; 11e 'wa.s fo~ty-eight year-sold. origi~aUy from Te~s; 
he had worked 10 yea-rss-G'. a newapapel:' l'ep0l"t~r .. - last 
an The Det'lV$;t'PGBt 11'Oll1; 194$ to 19'50. be had been with the 
.~J1telligenceagell(:YtwQ' to ftv~ years in the 1956's Qversea.,s 
ancl in Wallhtngton and 'ha,d,'used as many as 10 different 
nal'a6e in o:@erat!c)lls.with the $.iErncy •• fl 

10'. The baste fQ;¢tsabout 'flOOD were provided to the FBI by 
eSCl 316/0272,5 .. 68 of 1.5 July 1968. Additional relevant imOrl'llation 
was req,uested. The Buteau replied on l f; .July 1968 that the HBerke!ey 
BarbH

• ,published by the tInde,l"gt'ound PresEJ' Syn$c.ate., had stated in 
its is.$u~ o£~9 De-cer-nber 1967 - ... <4 January 1968 that 13111eOXbEY. 
an inv~$tigatol"!or GarriJ3'on, hadvel"i.fied ,a ,Mafia plot to kiU Gal"rieon. 

11. The New Orleans '.t:tn;l~s-Pieayu~: of 10 Bece:mber 1968 
carrled the :followf.ug: -

IlThe effice Gf Ol'leans Parish l1i$tdct Attorney 3bn 
Garrison M~nday announced the removal or a member 01. 
~he 'staff~l1vestigating the assa~H:dnation af P.residem J o~ 
F. ~ennedy bec.auti/e of .allcgedinvolvement with. the CIA. 

tI 'WUliam Boxley was fired after evidence r~eently 
developed by the f)istri¢t Attorney's lita£fincUcated current 
activity by hbnas a,n eperatlve of the Centrallnt@lligellce 
,Agency. t the offiCe -said. 

\ 

!113o~eyfs ittitiaJ. &¢rvice with the ClA\vas in Wa.s bington , 
D. C .• where he served fo:r year.s as an active agent for Iwhat 

. wa~ thentel.·me(]. the Departn'lent of Covert Activity!, according 
to the office. 

!'Theoific.e said £e~rali.ntelUgence e£lorts to interfere 
with the investig$t1on tntt> President Kenn~dy's a6sas~ination 
have beel?), Qccul''dng since the beginning of the inquiry'. Ii 
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·.. 12. Th~New Od~a1J T~~'!!'Pica~ of lZ,De.c~nt1.~e:r.' 1968 
~n,eluded tlle following. item! .. , 

'!Ga~ds:o)\ ~GOCQI'nm:$rite<i on Wil1~m B~.m~y. 
an. inv¢lfiltigatQr he i1redOft Monday be¢a~e. Gal'!:riSClfl 
fi.aid, h~was an Ol)e~.ativem th¢ CeJ\tl1allnt~nigeru:e 
Ag~ncy. 

"f'Hew~$f1()t only a CtAagent. faaj4 the DA. 'b'lilt. 
h<!:w$;$ one ona. very high level'. A$ked \vhat i'~Qoihis 
Qmc~ d~V'eloped; Ga'1'dsQnfiatd it eoncenul!il ~naterial. 
that Boxley had put in written fOTm. 

NBox'ley. cOl).tacted ,iaAu.atin. Tex:. ,teldthe 
TitnErs ... ~Pi¢ayunet;)~ WCtt .... e$~y that n.e balllnot been 
lnvolveciwith the etA Ol\" any iede"a.t ca.gency since H)52. 

t'Hes~4. he beUeveilGarrison'nas bee» g(linuinely 
ltll:~ied' .a.bout hi's CIA !nvolye1'liitln1;. aat1tng: t l am sure 
he believes a1lJ$trongly in tbt~ (hi. alieged. CIA,invGlvement) 
as be ofll!e believed:.n ll'ltl. If Bqx1eysald he w<twd. eoo,perate 
<;onl.pletely with ~1'%i8on.~$ GW:(:~ in retu,rmllg to it matedal. 
hestUl htlt~ tn JUs p!uJ$esslQn. . 

13o~ey #3~d·the oniyw;rlttel1. mat~dal he 0V$.1" fU."t')vided 
CtlcutdliS.on'$officewas a <tesedptionol.how various intelligenee 
a:seneie& apelrat;e. 

S()x1eysatci he w~tl l~eally s~d· ove1! 1\1s firing by 
aa.rrb~on •. })ut .added th~t he l)eHe'V~d .n6 oae could eonvhlce 
.Garti$on that he was not an agent of the CIA. If 

1:S. On a7 Bec<!lnber 1"8 J1h. ... $teph~n Aldrtch of Dl!J1S a;ndT 
. inf$:rrm~d ~heOl!iceG£Seeurlty that .&t 1'00 hours. -9il 27 Uecemberhe 
bad. received a ~elephorw <;a.ll.from Su.bJeet. wl'\G had be~n hisSltbQrdi~ate 
in Saipa.!). ~tlR.&A called Dr. A!drl.cn, WM sup~Hed the ioUowing 
a<lditional infQ~t:natiQn~ 
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a.. WOOD said that .hewa~calUng irom a ~y 
pho~ in Cl Seat's ltoebue.k store in Dailas. ae provid~d 
a hometelepnone number t which we ha.ve~Qt {)ee~ able 
to verify, and he believes that this telephone is 'bu:gged. 

h. W'OOD had. found the tel<:rphonenum:berof 
Dr. Alfi'rich in tlle. directory. Bis only p,,-e'Vi,oue call was 
made in 1966. when he requestt;rCta rEH1:0!nme~.dE.ttt.Ga {or 
~newspapel'job fo.Jr wh.i:.ch he waS aI<'plying. Dr. A14rich 
referred hil:hto Pell'f:H:,mnel. 

(t. Subject toldD1!. Aldriehol:l. Z7 IJiecember that 
be had informatilZfn wlUQn he u:rgently wanted to comluunicate 
toCtA. He EH'lUl'lded. upset. 

14. cIC'tIR&'A adVieee!);!.". Alddeh that iiSill.bject telephoned 
ag$in, he e:heuld be t&ldthat hiff call had been trefe~red to the pro~:t' 
i3.u!horitleii. B~cai:'I.uil:e ·Qf the intol"matlon reported above, there 'Was 
a pt)ssibUity of P1ovQ<;ation. 

15. In tne'mid-afternool;l. otlS December 1968 Subject again 
telephQ"~d .01;. Aldzieh from an ·unknownlQcatiE>n. HI~ asked wh(;lth~u' 
,s('m.').eOlle wQut~be in touch with Mm. Dr. Aldrich sai.d that SUhje.ct1s 
i:n!(,nrmati.E>nha.d.i:Hil~n relayed to those responsi.ble and t~t he had no 
iuiormaction about future conta.ct. Subjeetea.id th,athe wastlQt tl"yirtg 
to ill'1l"olve D'2. Al~ic.b buttnat he <lidha:ve Infol'l'rulLtiontQ fela.y. He 
'6'oU!'LdedJ:e8~ frightened thauon hi~ previ~\iscall. He suggested that 
wh~e'Vel' called or vtsltlHdhim should identify ldmself by 1'eferring to 
'nfo:rn~~tion helci mCE>1'l'U't'lon U. e. ,to Sai~n in . .1951-195Z).Outof a 
joh. W()OD· had tee!:i ve4 two 01" threec:r£fe:i'S of ernplQyrnentbut wasnQt 
sure aithe i(ientities, ·of the pl'~spedive emplOyers and teared 
l?~ovQcatiQn, presumably bom Ga~dsoJitsof!iee. Apparently he beli~v!!ts 
th,attb;e lr""Sl i:smonit()ringhl~ l\Ol?;l~ telepnGllf'ii" 

16.1t is oUr inte:nt to aak the B\irea,u to ;rel",y this infc:u.·I;'(latien 
to its Q£fiee ~ l3a.l!$a and to itUitFtict an FBI l:'el'rE,\sent&tive to ~all 
up0n Subject: a;nti r~qu,e43t elll"eidatiol}, be.;a\1.fI,lE: s:u,.:h infQr'fl!.atiGn 
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S:$ Su.bj~ct tnay have.U any. is within the l3taltea.u·s jurisdiction 
rather thaD tllat of this Agenc.y. 

l1)1stributiQn: 
Or~g - DCI 

1 -DDl? 
1 .. EX~~\1ti:ve .. CQmptrGner 
1 - Gea~u~~ C.oUn.~el 
1- A/DCI 
l' ~ Office 'O£ 6eel4:rl:ty 

lI)Qnovan,E. );l);ratt 
Oc I CI/:R&A. 

1 ~ ~recto:r, Domestic Contact S4!rviee 
1 .. €/el., BeJel 
1- RID li'i'\e.s. 201.3 l4Z7Z, 
1 .. Cl/'AliaA ch~()no 
1 - ]f):? Garrison file 
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