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hearings or in opposing their conduct because .
of absence of adequate means for protecting.

sensitive subject matter.
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Aare‘provided pértial insights inﬁo afgdé

of interest, if not the details. -The'

significance of the taCtic,.howevcr,_growé"

as public héarings approach,‘involviﬁg as

théy do subject matter—that.we'view as

having considerab}e'sensitivity'and impo}tahce

to CIA. | o

ITI. Ve bbvious%&udo not know all the lines of inquiry pursued

by HSCA investigators. They have undertaken to réconsfruct
as much as possible abouf Oswald and the assassination of
President Kennedy. Théy‘also are.éttempting fo develop
an evaluation of the.perfbrmance'of the intelligence
ageﬁcies in theAinvestigation._ Two areas of.spoéidl

5 | inferest have‘becomé evident, both of whiéh'involve 

sensitive operational considerations:

bMeXicdlcity
. Mexico CityAis considered"one'of"fhe mo;€eimportaht“
bases for Soﬁiet Clandestine.operatidns_againSt
the Uﬁited States. As a-result.Soviet-and'Cuban
dipioﬁatic insfallations haveilong'been the éubject
of CIA surveillance_operationQ, conducted‘both-
unilatéraliy by CIA as well as joihtiy with thé
Mexican authorities. " o ‘ﬁ%}bv |
0. Telgﬁhone and photograﬁhic coverage of_the Soviet

installations is carried on, as well as physical

i,
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,survcillance.' The Mexican authorifies ;
share the telephone operations-with:dg;
it is against Mexican law for them to be |
engaged in thié activity. They_are aware
of fhe fact of photographic surveiilanCe;

o. Becauseiof.thé te¥ephonic cgverage_CIA was

| able to provide'the initial firm evidencé
'02§Oswéld's’confécts'with_CuBan and_Sovietf
officials; in his attempt to obtéinuvisas
to Cuba and the USSR. CIA, limited in mot
beiﬁgiable.to conduct a traditiénal»police—
type.investigation; was able td‘sﬁggest toa
the Méxican‘aﬁthofities that they interview
at 1ea$t one persbn known to have dealt wifh
Oswald during his visit. Howevér, gépS‘remain
inéwhét is. known about his visif.i This has.
attraéted HSCA attention. f:f n.  ;‘

e. The reported quéstioning_of.$omé HSCA investigators
has on occasion appeared to be devélopiﬁg a basis
for ériticizing CIA's perqumgnce in iis part -
of the investigation‘inAMeXiéo‘City, undér its
charteylto'evaluate'the performahcé 6flthe

i

intelligence agencies. At one time, and possibly

- ' ' . e, N .
still, they appeared to be attempting to develop

'a case to the effect that. (1) there was.photograbhy, 
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and (2) CIA must have suppressed'it;3} 

. Practiéally all fﬁe-above CIA reporfihg
on Mexico City involves classically sources-
and—metﬁods material. | :

. Nosenko

e. YuriiNOSenko was a KGB dfficer who defected
in eariy 1964. - Among the ifems_of informétion

t£2f'he asseffed he brought with him was knoﬁledge
about Lee Harvey Oswald,‘from-his_file_in.thé |
on . -

e. The boha fides_of Nosenko's,defection was the
Subject of-déubts and he was éubjécted‘to-'
éxtensive interrbgation. He was in the custody
of CIA for some five yeafs, under 1aw§.concerning
sqgh'gersons, éome three years of which was in

Asolitary confinemént under what the_ﬁoc}efeller
Commission termed ”extrémely spaftan‘ii;ikg
qonditions.“ |

o. Eventually Nosenko was iudged'to be a bona fide
defector. He has proven to b;'the source_of.a
wide range of informafion on-maﬁy hundreds of
KGB pf%icérs,’ahd KGB operations abroad, as well

-as aboﬁt the KGB. Over %he'yearé hiéﬁﬁhformation
has been responsible for a number of successful

counterintelligence initiatives by either'the
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HSCA Hearings

1. The.HSCA has schedulbd public hearings for August,’

September, and Novembet!
. The King hearings are 14—18?August, and -9,
10, 13-17, 20, 21, 22, 25-29 November. It
agg@érs'that CIA is uniikely fo feature in:"
vin'fhése hearings, although thisvis ohly an
impression. | |
o. The Kennedy heérings afc tojbé on week Qays,
6-29 September. CIA dqubfleSs will shérevthe
‘stage with the FBI.

II. We have requthed the HSCA Staff for informqtibn on the -
plans for the heérings; with special atténtion to the
security cﬁnsfderations, (orally on 29 June and 13 July,
and in writing from the’DDCI on 26 Julyvaﬁd 4 Augy;t):_:'
.To date what we know abouf plans was acquired from The

Congressional Monitor.

e. It has been the practice of thé HSCA Staff to-
avoid dialogues, the effect of which is to conceal

much of what they are doing or thinking. The
reSulting frustrations of trying to cooperate with-
e,

the "investigation are not important; inevitably we
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U.S.tor its_allics.
. The recent book about stald;:kggggg,Aby; >
Epstein, haé dramatized Nosenko's defectioh,.
repeating(the early doubts about him'and |
1eaving tHe strong impiicétibn that he is
still to be doubted. Recently the'HSCA.
inX§stigators seem to. have éhifted the
eﬁ%ha515 of their inquiry from this issue
to how Nosenko was handled;'this judgmént
may be in error aﬁd the issue of his bona
fides may return during‘the hearings.
. CIA did mistreat Nosenko. He was kept in
solitary confinement, he was given a
'; ' minimum diet, he was allowed few Comforts,
an?,h? was'subjected_to intenéive interrogation
fd} e&tended periods of time. HeibelieV§s'
fhat he was subjécfed to drﬁgs;-but thé%e;gs
ho.recofd that - such was the case; those who
were invoived say he was never sﬁbjeéted to
drugs, although'it was considéfed once and
rejected. |
o. The quéstion df the bona fides of Nosenko's
defection could involve ﬁattersvthat_ggve
senéitive connotations; howevef{—a decision
to émphasize only ﬁis mistreatment woﬁld be

only embarrassing to the Agency.
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IV. 1In the absence of agreement with the HSCA onaheﬁ Wf
sensitive matters are to be handled - 1n 115 publch
heallngs the Aoency may {ace the dilemma of how- to. 
protect 1nte111gcnec sources and methods.

" e Current employeeq could flnd thcmselves
faced w1th ‘the dilemma of abldlng by thelr
_eecrecy oath and requestlng to be excused
'from?festiinng, but having to choose
between a eontemﬁt citation ahd'vielatien
of the secrecy oath. | | |
7'@ Against the possibility that HSCA does not
undertake to work w1th us on thle problem

“we may have to give notice to the employees

of the problem., A draft letter has been
prepared (copy attached) for forwarding to
present and current employees who have been
1nterv1ewed by the HSCA. Its 11m1tat10n9-qre'
apparent, in that it serves pfimarily to

apprise the employee of his or her dilemma,

OGC will request further adﬁice»from the
N Attorney General.
Y. Should the most pessimistic development'come te-pass,

“the 51tuat10n will be more political thdn 1egal The\

e _‘ i

fact is that time is of the eseence and an) stretch out

will reduce the time in which the Agcncy can Tcact with

consldered ]udgments, elther in cooperathg in thc publlc.
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