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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director {or Operations

FROM . ¢ Raymond A. Karren -
42Chief,-Latin America Division :
SUBJECTS : A. Jack Anderson 20 Januvary 1977 Column

Titled "CIA Tied to False Oswald Story"
,
B. Identification of the Mr. X in the
Anderson Column

1. The attached column, citing the testimony of a Mr. X,
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli-
gence officers in Mexico. There is, of course, no substance to
the column's allegations, The column identifies the source as s
Mr. X because of attempts on his life, but subsequently gives
enough information on Mr. X to establish his identity. o,

2. Accordlng to the Anderson column, Mr. X was first met
by his CIA contact in Havana before rclations with U.S./Cuba were
scvered. Mr. X had helped to organize bank accountants to em-
bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes.
Mr. X was reportedly recruited by a Morris Bishop (CIA contact),
to plan an attempt on Castro's life. The plan was to fire a
bazooka from a ncarby apartment building while Castro was deliver-
ing one of his marathon specches. According to the Anderson
column, the plot was discovered by Castro's police and Mr. X
escaped to Miami. Mr. X also reportedly tricd to assassinate
Castro in Chile in 1971 in league with the Venczuelan Luis Posada
Carriles, who is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October
Cubana airline bombing: The Anderson column ends with the report
that Mr. X worked for CIA until 19?3 for cxpenses, bhut was paid G\A
5'253,()00 in cash by Morris Bishop when he was tcerminated. “E‘UR“TO
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3. Trom the above description of Mr, X, it is rcasonably

¢ clear that Mro X oas \ntenio Carlos VECIANY Blanch (201-312900).
VECEANN, an as<istant bank manager and past president of a public .
accountants da<sociation in Havana, (irst contacted CIA in Havana
in December 1900 when he ashed the COS, at that time [James A *Noc}03
to help in an assassination plot against Castro. VECTANA asked
for visas for ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro,
and also requested four MI rifles with adapters for grenades plus
cight grenades.  The €08 did not encourage VECIANY and subscquently
checked with an Embassy officer who reported that VECIANA had made
similar "wild-eyed™ preposals to him. On 23 November 1961 the

Miami News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by -Antonio” -

VECTANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to
assassinate Castro and Cubam President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October

in Havana, but the bazooka he was using failed to fire.

: 4, There has been no Agency relationship with VECIANA, A

POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in
January 1962, expired in November 1962. VEUCIANA was born on

4 October 1935 in Havana. He was a member of the People’s Revo-
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cuba during 1960-61, and
was onc of the founders of Alpha-66. A certified public accountant
by trade, VECIANA was with A.I.D. in La Pa:z in 1968-72. VECIANA

was registered in ISR to the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he

was terminated without prejudice in July 1906. 0On 25 July 1962
VECIANA was interviewed, at.his request, by Mr. Harry Real from

the DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a mcéeting
with a senior CIA officer to discuss. Alpha-06's plans to assuassinate
Castro and to request CiA's assistance (U.S.3100,000; 10,000 Cuban
pesos; 48 hand grenades). - There is no indicatien that this request
was ever acted upon by CIA. 93

TS, g7kn April 1966 a LA Division officor,(lphn R. Lucy)} using
the alias|John Livingston} met VECIANA in New York City. he
meeting wds arranged by d"retired naval officer, James Cogswell,
who had informed Chief, WH_Division that he had information of value
concerning Cuba. When Luq%L%%rivcd in New Yorkh City for the mceting,
he was introduced by Co@sw&ll to VECIANA. le immediately launched
a disgussion of the Cuban political situation and noted his strong

feeling that the enly solution was the assassination of Castro.

03§9c¥1ndvised VECIANA that he was in no position to provide him with
. S5

—— -

-

tsTStance or cncourage him in an assassination attempt and was only
interested in gathering information which he thought was the purpose
of the mceting. VECIANA subscquently said that his roommate Felix
ZABALA, a Cubng refugee, had cxcellent contacts in Havana. 1t was
clear to‘yucy, ﬁowcvcr, YECIANA was attempting to usce IZIABALA poten-
tially to get“Agency financial support for his organization.
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VECTANY sugpested that $50,000 would be needed to got his

activities off the ground. [Lucil&gdicntﬁd to VECIAXA thut he
weuld took iftu the ZAbALA matt And would probably arrange for
ZARAMLA to be vontacted in Puerto Rico.

-

4

- - - - - x - -

. There is no indication inithe file that anv Agency officer

in contact with VLCIANA ever used an alias Morris BRishop. There is
no Morris Rishop listed in true name in the DDO rolls. There was

never any contractual relationship with VECIANA and he was not
paid CIA funds.

7. On 11 January 1977 a sanitized copy of VECIANA's 201 file
was made available to staffers from thé Senate Sclect Committee 'on
Intelligence.

3
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sicned
Rayzond A. Warred

Raymond A. Warren
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= 4 CIA Tied to False Oswald Story

The Central Intelligence Agency
askéd one of ‘its Cuban operatives to
help fabricate 2 story-dbout Lee
Harvey Oswald dunng “the investys.
tion of the Joha F. Keanedy assassina-
tion, the Cuban has toid congressional
investigators.

la an earlier column. we reported
that the same witaess claimed he had
met the accused assassip in Dallas in
the company of a CIA agent three
months before Keanedy was killed.

We {dentified the witness oalv as
Mr. X because of attempts on his life.
But we have stedied his detailed. coaf-
idential statements to congressional in-
vestigators. They interviewed kim
three times. crossexamining bhim
closely. He gave them such specific in-
formation that thev concluded he was
a “credible™ withess.

He told of meeung his CiA contact
in the lobby of 2 Dallas office hutiding
in August. 1963 “Thts time he brought
another guv.” revcunted Mr. X. “The
guy never taiked.”

Mr. X expla:oed that he had tramned
himself. 2s an underground feader, to
memorize the characteristics of people
he met. He immediately recognized
the CIA arcents companion 3fter
seeing Oswald on television following

Lo~ e € the Kennedy assassication.

- the
——— OCI made 2 stranee request of Mr. X
the b There had been a report that Oswald
N¢ bad met a2 Cubaa couple in Meaice.
mae “You have a cousin working for Cuban
Ther inteltigence in Menico.” the CLt azent
had said “Why don't vou just ask him, say-
“Youjag we'll bribe hiry if be said 1 was
iatel peaily bim that Oswald met.”
<aid.
.o
realiy hum tnat tAw i met
St sat diear from the cenfidental

———— -

Not long afterward. the CIA contact

It sat clear frem the confidenual

11 1% 10T TR Trus s
tionship was terauaated i3

transcripts why th> CIA would want to
fabricate this evdence. Ferhaps the
CIA could Bave sought to tie Ken-
nedy’s killer 10 the Caxtro government.

1o any event, ¢ CIA agent called
off the scheme. 322 Mr. X “never dud
tafk 1o his cousn.~ according to 3 sum-
‘macy of thé wtersww. It should Le
stressed that the wtecview 1n Ao way
implicates the C1A = the Rennedy kili-

ing.

The mystery wzess furst met his
ClA contact m Hivana before theé
United States broke off relations vith
Cuba. Mr. X had heiped 10 organize 2
group of bank sccceztants, who emi-
berzled funds frorm t3e Castro regime
to finance anti-Castro ciuses.

The agent. who T the name Mor-
ris Bishop, recruniad Mr. X to plan an
attempt on Castro's kfe. The plotters
planned 1o fire 2 bacooka from 2
pearby spartment wtle Castro was de-
bvering one of his marathon speeches.

The plot was dixvserad by Castro’s
police, and Mr. X excaped to Muaini. He
conttnued for a dopa more years to
work with Bishop 11 the aatiastro
underground.

During Castro's 1571 visit to Chile,
Mr. X tnied again 1> ¥mock him off.
The plotters includad 2 Venezuelan sa-
curity agent, named Luis Posada Car-
riles. who was surpsad to provide
forged documents lay:a2 the blame an
the Soviets. This plot tov. fell through.

Only 2 few weeks 22w, the same Po-
sada was indicted i Venezuela on
murder .charges 1o coanochion with
the crash of a Cuban weuner.

- Mr. X'saud he worgd o the ClA un-
il 1973 for expenses Wlen the rela-
tionship was termicated tn 1973, he

1uli, he - gesch e coercion

said. Morris Bishop paid him a lump
$253.000 10 cash fog past services

“stigiri Trade—Women whko take
up the world's oldest professica. like
most other career seekers who want to
get ahead ia Ufe. «are looking foc
“higher income and an independeat,
exciting Wfestyte.”

These are the “majv motivating fac-
tors™ that dsed women inlo prostitu-
tion. So concludes a schoiarly study of
callgiris and streetwalkers, which-has

" just been compliied at the Laxpayers’

expense.

Two distinguished researchers from
the Univecsity of Washington. Dr. Jen-
nifer James aod Jane Meverding. were
assigned 10 find out why women be-
come prostitutes. Their findings will
be published shortly in 2 32page docu-
ment, which has been bodiiedged to us
before it goes o press.

Not only do women becvine osts-
tutes for the sume undertying motines
that “some people becermme lawyers,”
according to the karned ladies {rom
Seattle, but the professicn requires lit-
tle schooling.

For the pay. there are “virtually no
other occupations avatlable™ to women
of modest skills, the researchers note.
They conclude that prosuruticn will
flourish as fong as there is "2 con-
sumer demand.” As they put . “Eco-
nomics is the pervisne theme of pros-
titution.™ .

The study also dispels cld wines” tale
about “fallea women.” who scil sex b
cause they hate men of have abrormal
sex drives ur are {3Tea 1nto the dusy-
ness by “the coervioe of brutal pumps.”
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