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, . MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Garrison and the Kenm'dy Assassin.'\tion: '" ' 
, \\'illianl Cia rena WOOD Jr. , ,alias Willi;ul\ BOXLE Y " 

201-S34Z7Z 

Reference: ciiR&:A Mcm~ra~dum No.9, Subject: Garrison 
, and th ... ~ Kemledy Assassination, 5 June 1965, paragraph 19c 

A. Summary 

William Clarcll:i WOOD Jr. was employed by CL-\ as a contract 
inlltrY..cto,in,clandestine 'operations from March 1951 when he arrived 
in~E.l1.Juntil MarchI95~, when he had a nervous brt'akdown resulting 
{rom family problems 'and alcoholism. Sent back to H,,·adquarters. 
he served as an instnictor in OTR fl'om May 1952 to Jalltia~y 1953, 
when his resignaiio'll was requested, aga.iribecausC' of h"a\'y' drinking. 
During or befort' July 1968 Garrison, who knew that \\'000 hadbee,na 
CIA employee, hired him as all'investigator assi~n<'d to Garrison's, 
"investigation" .~fthe Kennedy aSlJassination. III Dcccl'l,bcr 1968, however, 
Garrison's ~CCicealillounced that WOOD had beei\ iir .. d because it had been 
ascertained that he \\'as then active as' a CIA 'bperati\"eo". ' Later in ' 
Dcccmb,e r ViOOD made, two t~l~phone calls to h~s io:me r <=.hicC in Ei.~a~ 
requesting cont."l,ct and 1llstructlOns. The case is b ... Ulg referred t e- I., 

'D. Summary of Earlier Events 

I. William Clarens WOOD Jr., born 17 August 1920 in Shrcvepor::, 
Louisiana, was approved in November 1944 for o\'erS~as employ.mcnt 
by OSS in an aSSignment as a newspaperman (printin~ chief in a Central 
'Pacific operation). This approval was withdrawn un .!3 December i944, 
however, bccallse of Ilon-concurrenccby OGIAAF., H~ w~s thenas.:iigned 
to combat infantry duty in the Southwest Pacific; h~' w;u not used by OSS. 
In Fcb'ruClry 1945 he, dsitcd the Honolul~ Office of OSS and claimed that 
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\ 
he hadbc.'enrectui~ed by OSS while he was attc..'llding inCantryschool' 
at For.tBe~nSinOctober 1944. He ~tatcd that hiS8Cr\iceswereto 
havc.been \tscdto originate a.ndcondu<::t:radio,progl'arns intheCBl' 

.. theater. olhat:hc had been. inve8tigated ,byDiinn and Bradstreet. 'and that 
in the course:ofa long di8tancetelc'phonc'c::alllo thcO$S 'Pcrs~ntiel 
Procurement,Office hc had been toldthill.OSscould not Use hlm at that 
tiillC'!iut that h~lih~U1d.ke~pin touch. . Thcintc rvi~~irig oCCi~er ili' , .' 
!-i\molulu conulleJl.ted in his report to Sl.'cudty Of{icer. OsS Headquarters. 
that the Dunn and Bradstreet leak should':bc noted ti.ndthat ,rooD 

" ccrtainly knew more.about OSS tharlanyother potential recruit whom .the 
intervie""cr had ever8~en. ' .. 

, Z~ . On 13 December 1950 Subject \V.).5' gh'en a C0't.c~S_ecurity 
Clcararlcc {or usc as a staCC agent and was auigncd tot~,~panJ~s Chief 
Instructor o(ClandestineOperations. He arrived at his pO-sT'in March 
1951, and two months late r his depend,,'nts \\~~ re issued travcl clearances 
to join 'him. In -March 195Z, he 8uCCcrcdilner\,ou8 breakdown and was 
returncd toAi~ricy H::il'dqual·tcrs Cor meilicalobservation. The medical 
conclusion, was .• thilt the brt!akdownhadresuited from· family troubles and 
o"'C'rindulgcnce'in alcohol. In May 19,5Z, WooD'wali ilssign.::d to OTR, 
as an instructor. in the Operations Course. In October 195Z his status, 
was converted to thatoCa: staifemploYcc. and hc was assignedtoOTR 
as a GS-l1 instructor.' " 

3. In December J 95Z an Agency guard Cound WOOD lying on a 
'. sidcwalk Mar Temporary-Eye Building. ' He was bleeding (rom the 
mouth. Therc was no evidence of Coul pia)'. At his own request he was.. 
taken to Elll~rg<'ncy Hospit;'ll. In Jalluary 1953 he failed to report (or 
dut)·. Agenc}" reprcscJ1i;ltivc!J went to hIs re.sidence, the Lafayette Hotel, 
and Cound him. under the in{l'uence oCalcohol. He was rcquested to report 
{or duty thl' n<'xt day, but the hotel doc'tor had him removed to Gallinger 
Hospital bc.-cause o{ continued intoxication. Subj~ct's resignation·wils 
·requested on 19 January 1953 and became e!fecti"e Z7 Janua ry 1953. 

4. On 11 July 19~3 Subject telo:!phonedthe S,ccurity Qificeirom 
Dallas, Texas. He said that he would 'undergo brain surgery on13 July 
at Daylor Ho.>spital~ Dallas. He askcd that an Agency representative 
bc present. ,Arrangements wera made to ensure that anything WOOD 
said ~der an~esth~sia would, remain con!id~ntial •. WOOD was given 
SOdiU~l pentothol, bu~ no surgery (except.l spinal tap) wa'speriormed. 
in n;s hospital room. to which he hadbcen rcturned from the operating 
roor.\, WOOD said that,he had served overs('as with the CIA an'd had 
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seen many pcopl(' killed. "Th\~C"'\: ilrc a IHUlch of dirty cut-throats, 
and I wouldn't be a bi.tsurpri'H·d if th\'y sent one of thei r men to cut 
miric~. They think they are·snlart, but one of these days in.thcne~~ . 
future I wili sh~\v them who is the slllartest. They have ab~~t 100 
G5-14's walkin~aroundwHhtheirlu:,ads shilped like eggs. • .•• i have .. 
been a failure but after i get well i lUll going to go hack to school-and 

_ get my degree and' fight the CIA with cvetything that lean. II 

5~ A reportoE 30 April 1957 trom the FBIoHicc in Dallas, Tc!'Cas • 
. noted that Subject had telcphori(~d (rom Midland, Texas, to a Ghinese 

intelligence oUicer in Formosa. WOOD ttaid ihat hc had formerly been 
employed by the CIA. He offered to hclpthe oHiccr "with things I knO\~II. 
He then telephoned Lubbock, Texas, -and .spokc to a person believed to 
be his wife. H~ told her that Ill' had spoken with Chiang l<ai-Ch"'k's chice 

' .. -of intelligence and that "i( this thing go'es throu~h", shl! and the baby -
would receiv~ from $700 to $1000 a month. . 

6. In February 19~7 the DOI1l.cstic Contact Service in Dallas 
requcsted clea.rance to us_€: Subject and reported that he had not had -a_ 
drink in nine and a haH years. 011 3 March JC)67 derogatory FDI informa­
tion and .tho in{()rl~,atio~_that,WOOD was again drinking heavily were 
forwarded to th~ DCS, which th(m dropped him as a potential source. 

" 7. On 18 January 1968 Ron OSTROW of the Loti Angeles Times._ 
called the A/DCI and relayed a Los Angeles query about a former CIA 
agent, Wi'lliam DOXLEY,who was a~' inycstigato~ {or Jim Garrison. 
The A/DCI repliNl, "no·commerit." 

8. In April 1968 Paul ROTHERMEL, security officer fOl" Hunt 
Oil Company, T,~xas, said that he-had been visited by.a l1i II WOOD who 
was conducting investigations in Dallas for Jim Garrison under the alias 

. oC Dill DOXLEY. \yOOD was making inquiries about the CIA and its 
operations. It was further reported that WOOD was well known in 
Houston and that hi;; connection with Gar rison was no secret. 

?~ On 12 July 19£.8 the Ncw York Times (p. C35)carri\'d an article 
headlined "Garrison Claims Foreign Spy Link". The ';'rtic1e inc1ud,~s 
the following: 

"Over th~ telephone, Mr. Garrison also i'1troduced an 
investigator for' his office, Bill 13oxlcy, as a Cormer 
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Ccntrallritl.'lligl.'ncc Agency instructor in tI~c 'clandestine 
oper.iUons d~Parhrtcnt'. He' said he had 'fourld 'Mr. Boxiey 

, while,: seeking a 'man who ,had becnwith; th~; intcliigencc 
agericy:buts~carcd about the UnitcdStates.' ' 

"Mr. Boxley then said'his realnamewasWi11iam C. 
Wood;h~w~s forty~~igbt years old, originally Crom T~xa8; 
he had worked 10 years as anewspaperr'eporter .. -iast 
on The {kom'crPost 'Cr'om 1948 to 1950; he had been with the 
intelligence agenC'y hvo,to five ycarsin the 1950's overseas 
and in Washington and had 'used as many as 10 d1CCerent 
names In oper'ations with the agency'." 

10. The basic Cactsabout WOOD were provided to the FB! by 
CSC! 316/02725.,;.680( 15 July,1968.Additional r"levant information 
was requested. The Bureau 'replied on 18,July 1968 'that the:: "Berkcley 
Barb", published b)" the Underground Press'Syndicate, had stated in 
its issue of 29 December, 1967 -- 4 Januaryl96Sthat Bill BOXLEY~ 
an investigator iorG.:lrrison, had verified a 'Malia plot to kill Garrison. 

1 J. The NewOrleansTi~es-Picayune oC 10 December 1968, 
, carried the Collowing: 

"The oUice of Orleans PariAh Di'1trict Attorney Jim 
Garrison, Monday announced the removal of a member of 
the stafl,investigating the assassination,of President John 
F. Kennedy because ol alleged invo1 vement with the CIA. 

" 'William Boxley was lired after e'vidence recenUy 
developed by the- District Attorney's stafC indicated current 
activity by him a:i (In operativ~ olthe Central Intelligence 
Agency. ' the ofiic<! said. " 

"Doxley's initial service with the, CIA was in Washington, 
D. C., where he servcd for years as an,'active agent for 'what 
was then termc:'d the Department of Covert Activity', according 
to the office. 

"The office said' fc:'deral i~'lteUigence cHorts to inte rfere , 
with the investigati')n into' President Kennedy's assassination 

tn,ve b,een occurring s~n~,~ t;e beginning of the inquiry'." 

'''IT 
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liZ. The New Orleans Tim~'s -Pic::.yune of I.! Oecembc r 1968 
in~ludel d tht' following item: 

,.. "Garrison.also comnlt'ntedon William Boxley, 
. anlnvestigator he {ired on l\londay bccause, Garrison 
.~aid;he was an operativc·o! thc· Central IDtelligence 
I· .. 
Agency. 

j .. 'He wa~ not only a ·CIA agent, ' said the. OA, 'but 
he was one on a ""ery high level'. Asked what proof his 
6ffice deveiopcd, Garrisoll said it conccrne..d material 
that Boxley had put in written form. . 

I "Boxley, contacted in ~ustin, Tex., told the· 
Times-Picayune on Wednesday that he has not been 
rnvolved with the CIA or any federal agency sincc 195Z. 

I "He said he bt'lieved Gardson 'has been genuinc·ly 
mislcd'about his CLL\. involvement, adding: 'I am sure 
he believes as. strongly in Utls (his alleged CIAillvolvcment) 
ds he Ol)ce believed in me." Boxley said h~ \vould cooperate 
~ompletely with Garrison's oifice in rcturni·ng to it material 
~e still has in his possession.. .. 

I· Boxley. said the only written material he ever provided 
Garrison's oiiicc was a deilcription of how various intelligence 
algencies operate. : 

I Doxley said he was 'reilly Sold' over his £iring by 
Garrison, but added that he believed no one could convince 
Garrison that ho: .was not an a·gent of the CIA." 

C. Current Developments 

l~ •. On 27 December 1968 Dr. Stephen Aldrich of DOtS and T 
inform~d the Oifice of Security that at 1600 hours on 27 Decernbcr he 
ha?e.~.e<;l a telephone call fr.:'6~l\ ~ubject,. who h~d been his subordinate 

.in ~a!p_~CltR&A called Dr. Aldnch. who supphcd the following 
a ddITio nar· information: .. 
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a. WOOD said that he \\'as calling lrorilapay , 
phone in a Sears Roebucksto're in Dailas. HeproVided 
a home telephone nunll,;er. which \\'e have not oet:n~ab~e ' 
to .verily, andhebeliev,es that this telephone isbU:gge~. 

b. WOOD hadloUnd the telephone number,ol 
Dr. Aldrich inthe directory. His onlyprevio,:!8 caU ~as 
made in 1966, when he requested a recommendation lor 
a newspaper job lorwldch he was appl~-ing; Dr. -Aldrich 
relerreci him to Personnel. 

c. ,S~bject told Dr. Aldrich on ~'j December that, 
he ha'd information which he urg ... ntly wanted to communicate 
to' CIA. He sounded upset. 

,14. C/CI/R&.A advised Dr. Aldrich that if Subject'tele,phoned 
again. he 'should be told that his call had,been relerred-tc? the proper 
authorities. Because of the lruormation rE!portedabove~-therewas 
a possibility ot. provocation. 

15. In the mid-afternoon of 28 Ikcember 1968 Suhjectagain 
telephoned Dr. Aldrich from an-unknown location. He asked whether 
someone would be in tbuch with him. Dr.' Aldrich said that ,Subject's 
information had been' relayed to those responsible and"that he had no 
information about future contact.-Subject said that he was not trying 
to invoivc Dr. Aldrich but that he did ha'"e information 'to relay. He 
sounded less frightened than on. his pre\ious call. He suggested that 
w,' hoever called or visited him should ~tiJ hi'!1'sel! by rCCerring to 
informati'on held in common (i.e •• to loan in' 1951-1952). ,Out of a 
job, WOOD had received two or three o:iers of employment but was not 
sure of the identities of the prospecth"e employers and feared : 
pro\-:ocation, presumably from Garrison's ofiice. Appa,rently he believes 
that the FBI is monitoring-his home telephone. 

16. It is our L'1teut ':0 ask the BUT<O'au to rday this information 
toils office in Dallas and"toinstruct an FBI representative to call 
upon Subject and request elucidation. I>ecause such information 
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as Subject may ,have, i£ an}", is within the Bureau's juti,sdicUon 

rather than,that of this Agency. " 

Distribution: 
Orig - Dei 

1 - ,DDP 
1 _ Excc4live-ComphaUer 
1 _ General Cow\sel 

- A/DCI . 

~~,2~~ 
Donovan E •. Pratt ' 

OC/CI/R&.A 

_ omde of Securit)· , 
1 _ Director, DOlllesdc 'Contact Service 

1 - CICI, DC/Cl ," 
l.fUD'IFiles. zO'1-:f.HZ7Z 
1 .cI/R&'A chron~ 

_ OP Garrison!Ue· 
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