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MB 44-1987 

REVOLVER J'OtOO) Ilf POSSESSION 07 
JAKES EARL 1lA Y 1mElf ARRES'tBD 
Jl1NE 8, 1968, III LONDON', mGIAlro 

1fhen ~AJIES EAIU. nAY ... apprehended by JIleIIbers 
of Hew Scotland Yard on Jane 8. 1968, in London, EnglaDd, 
he bad in his poBSesslon a .38 calIber "LIberty Chief" 
reYOlYer aanufactured by Kiroku Firear.s l!anufactariug " 
Ooapan7. a Japanese concern. Th1s revolYer baa serial 
nuaber 715. 

', .. ~;, , .... .'~ . The KatlOBal PDl1e. A~7;·Of.:Ja~. "u',requelted 
to deteraiDe to whoa this reyol yer was shipped by the 
.nufacturer, and the following letter was :fortbeolling 
fro. that ageDq: 
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11K 44-1987 

.' On June io, 1008, l!r. !filA SYOBOM. owner, 
Liberty Arae eo.pany aDd Solingen CUtlery Coapmy, Post 
Office Box 306, Montroee, California, ady1sed that 
Libert,. rnolver 11715 bad ~ AIel to B. TATUJI, Ne'Ir &Del 

. 11aed GmuI, 118 Edwards Drl", Mableton, Georeia, on 
October 3, 1966, uDder IIlYOlce No. 13909. 

0Jl JuDe 11, 1968, Mr. roBERT TATtnI'A.118~rds 
street, Mableton, Geo~Ja., adY'1iecrSI-·.lADS RICBAllD !'LICJC 
that the Liberti' "CIiiet revolYer bayiDg aerial nuaber 715 
bad ~ aolcl byb1Jl on Decellber 3, 1966, for $50.00 to 
WA.LTJal E. SPAIN, 2904-42nd AyeDUe, BlndllghaJl, AlabaM. ..... .:-,,-,..,.--,--
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I N '1' J~ R P, 0 L 
NATIONAl, CgNTI{;\L mHU~,\'Q , 

.. I . '1 •• ?-Chl)m,'. Ka~tlmh{a!:iCki 

Chiyucl;l ku. ""ok yo 

Jap:m 

'~·.I ,I'J' 
.' ,.-. 

.~ ·l~ , 'I ... ~ Tclc1.f;\p(,ic "ddrec.~: 

"J-N.:n! "I ztl<ill." 
"JNTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO" 

. . ,. . , .. 
, e· 

\ . 
,II • •• • 

, TuKYO, June 10, 1~L&. 
l-!r. Jto~crjck v. Yrechtl, 
~ba1 Att:lche 
I~erican ~bassy 
ToJ..-yo 

. .Dear Sir; 

Jr~ 

ftc: lnfo~~tion about a ri~tol 
IILiberty-Chief" :ro. 715 

(. .. 
In reply to your telephone requc:lt ~'\dc this ~ornin!: 

conccrninr, the c~J'tioned t:)atter, we vish to inf'or::l you as folloW'.:;: 

1. Vcr.tjn.,tion or tllit; weapon1a ~hip:ncnt: 
This pis tol in question \I.l3 .ohi ppcd iro!'l thc r.a.o.."lufnc turin:; 
comp~l given bclo~ on A~zu3t 3, 1~66, nnd w~s clc~cd by our 
CU3tc~sl in3pcction on Au~ust 10# 1966 ~nd was loaded o~ Ute 

"lLWit..."l.\-NAHU" at IfSUH:\-!'(\;\,i''' in JJyoao Prefecture for ship:cnt to: 
Nmc ot a eocpany : LluZ!tTl:' ,\lU-1,S COltJ>O!tWION. 
Address: 1'.0. BOA. 306# HC!rr,~ru~, CALlfCHNIA, U.S.A. 

2. ItCQ5 for your reterence: 
The ni:J'!1C 01' this wearonls r..·um(l\ctur!nr, COr.l!\.'my is "X1\Ol'!)HIKI 
XAJ':'UA, JollltOSU :mJs/\:,USI:O" (tr."n:ll~tcJ in _tn,,r)li:h : UIIU.i: .. U 
:1A:w!-'Ac'rV1U:''C CUH'J\:;Y 1.TI.).). , ' 
Address: 160, llL\HI-CUv, KV.mI-CITY, KOCHl bm~l;CTlillS, JArA.~. 
Name of the l)rcsident: lDO Chiyo!d. 

to you. 

. , 

. .. , 
Trusting the above inCor.cation is of' sooe assist~~e~ 

Yours sincerely, 

• 

fj~(/UL 
(YOSID.TO SODE) 

Chic! 
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Cr.imi:"'~l R~se.l!"Ch & St.'\tistics Section ~~" 5 
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On 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

June 20, 1968 
Da~ __ ~~~ __ ~----__ --. 

#' 

/ 
¥~1!~~gA~904 - 42nd Avenue North, 

Birmingham, Ala6~ma, furnished the following: 

Sometime in December, 1965, SPAIN went to Atlanta, 
Georgia, with his father,~~~~ONw~PAIN, so his father 

'·could attempt to obtain e:ployment. . rre-in Atlanta, , 
WALTER E. SPAIN saw an advert1.sement in a newspaper for a 
.38 caliber Liberty snub-nose reVOlver, which was being 
sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta, 
believed to be Mapleton, Georgia. SPAIN, accompanied by 
his father, went to this gun dealer and bought the gun and 
SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama. 

-.: :; 

In the S~riDg of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his 
father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father. 
SPAIN was later told by his father that he had sold the 
gun after placing a want ad tor i~ in a Birmingham newspaper. 
SPAIN was not present when his father sold the ,gUD and 
therefore did not see the purchaser. 

1 . 

• . 

6/11/68 of Birmingham, Alabama 
SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and 

: ' 

• BH 44-1740 
Fllel' ME 44-1987 

SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER I RMB:hss G2 6/14/68 
by_ --------------_____________ Oole dJctoled_..:..:...::...:.:.---------
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1I.1td II. Co .. II,.1I .,. flO! 10 ".41.1,16,,1._" 0111.14. 'O_VI 00'''''' • - 3896 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESllGA liON 

Date __ J.;...u_n_e_2_0...,:,:.....l_9_6_8 __ 

1!M<!mLgQ!LSl'L.en Iris Parkway, ~lrmlngbam, 
Alabama, furnished the following: 

In the Spring of 1961, SPAIU·s son, WALTER E. SPAIN~ 
gave Mr. SPAIN a .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, 
which his .son had purchased in late ,1966 or early 1967 from 
"a gun dealer ne~r Atlant~, Georgia. His son owed )~. SPAIN 
some money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt. 

In the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized 
.~·in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and 
~b~ing in need of money to pay bills, Mr. SPAIN sold many 

personal items by means of placing want ads for these ite~ 
in t1:e "Birt'dngham News." Among the items sold was the .38 
caliber Libgrty snub-nose revolver. Mr. SPAIN recalled he 
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same 
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the- gun, 
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence. 
The caller said he was in the western section of Birminsham. 
About an hour aft~r this call, and while SPAIN's wife and 
daughter were at church, a man came to the front door and 
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun, 
stated he had been looking for a gun of the same type, and 
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN 
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five 
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did no: 
g1ve the maD a receipt for the money, nor did he r~cord his 
name or see any identification of the man, and he did not 
obtain any information as to his na~e. The man left carry~ng 
the gun in his hand. SPAIN furnished neither a~Munition nor 
any papers for the gun. .. 

When the man first arrived, SPAIN observed he had 
parked his' car, described by SPAIN only as a late model, 
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's 
house, a distance of about 150 feet. SPAIN did not pay 
any further attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the 
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birmingham, 
b~t be did got ~GAt1oD aDY specific address or employment 

6/11/68 ot Birrdngham, Alabama 
SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and _ .., 

-• 
BH 44-1740 

FIJ.# liE 44-1987 

, 

SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER / RMB:hss .J.) 6/14/68 by-----_______ --:. ________ Oot. dlctot.d _________ _ 



.. 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 June 20, 1968 Da~ __________ ~ ______ ___ 

All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham New.s','·'for 
the ~onths of Septe~ber and octo~er, 1967, were reviewed 
at "The Birmingham News." - FrOM th review, it was 
determined that only one want a or a .38 caliber revolver 

• was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1, 
1968, issue. 

• 

6/11/68 oJ Birmingham, Alabama 

SA ROBERT M. BARRErT and .... 

• 
BII 44-1740 

FU.# ME 44-1987 

SA l'1ILLIAMA. SAUCIER / RMB:hss ,-)0 6/14/68 by _______________________ Dot. dlctot.d_.....;.._~ _____ _ 

''''1 cloc .. ",.", (0"'0'''-' ".;do'-' '.'Offt",.,,40tio", flO' (0,.".,.10", of 1,),_ ftl.1t ., th_ P,op.,"'· 01 ",. fl' .~ I, 'oo".d '0 yo.,' 0,."C1l 
.. • "d iI, CO"'."" or. "0"0 b. clist'~ .. f.d OV,.Id. ro'" 08-"'''' • 
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BH 44-1740 

The buy~r sai.r:l h~ 'Want~d the gun to keep around his house. 
Mr. SPAIN described the buyer as a white Male, about forty 
to. forty-five yeart:t of age, 5'8" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175 
pounds, dark hair slightly graying at the temples, with a 
local (Alaba~a) accent. The man was wearing a sport shirt 
and slacks, colors unrecalled, and be did not have glasses. 

~fr. SPAIN was sho7n· five diiferent photographs 
of JA~S EARL RAY, and he chose one which had been taken in 
California during January or February, 1968, as "resembling 
the man" who bought the revolver; however, Mr.' SPAIN would 
not make a definite identification of the photograph of RAY 
as the buyer. 

Mr. SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents 
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an 
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time, 
h~ advised Agents the drawing re~iQded him of someone he may 
have aeen previously, but was unable to furnish any other 
identifying information. After viewing the photographs of 
JAMES ~~L RAY and being questioned about the Gale of the 
reVOlver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale 
of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted 
in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he bad 
sold the revolver. . 

., 

.. 

• 

'J/,. 
, ,4 -. . 

NW 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 9 

• 
. . . , '. 

. . -. 
r" .,. =.:. 

Of. .::_ .... :. ~ .:, .. ,,~. 
". J .:. o· 
,i;. -. '-,. . . . . " .. "- . : .. w~. 



.. . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I" 

i 

, 
I • 

, , 

• • 

. .. ' 
.~' ... 11 

" . 
... a' 

On 

. . • 
• 1\.. • 

fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

G!l!!! nccOl')tod til!!: ~~'~~:13C=-O:lt ~r.a p:l1d G;'ll:!:3~ t-r:1110 
ontolt~~ th3 C::1~lli::~ :lr:.1 }:;> 1;~1io'YCZS h:> rccoivc:} n :}lO elll 
nr.c1 n 01 bill i:1 !1~y;::mt~ ~I:3 CC3t 01 t!::3 roo:! \7~!; :)lOeZO 
por \700~ n1!~ a {j.5J :~oy (01)o:;1t~ rtlrir::{''tho convo~t!~tion, 
G:~U~ 1r.~lic:\tcd 1::> l"/~!:; n \":~!.::~r ~!:.tl o1"1SiI'..!l11y c:u::o fl"O;l· ·:'.lho 
C"ro11'"'~'" It ,0.,. c ....... l"~·· ... ·'1 + ......... I''''' 1,,,,,1 ~ ~"'rr ~O'" n 1~1"~"""''''''''~' .. _ ..... ,.."",. '-ttl •• ~, .6_ .. .,,'" ., .... 0&, .-"" ••• -.& ..... "".0 ..... ~ .... ..-.-..,.; ........... 

Gt~1;o 0:1 tho Foxu l:oc:\u:;:> l!:> J.::!d l;~:.>n 'io~~1nl j,n r.:!ot}':'~l" ~cto. 

'17 

V!:s ':;0:::1 ~., C:;::::l 
r,C~~3 L. ~!1..:'.~ J::{):lc~ ~/lc/~"J by-. ___ ...;.....;.. __ ....;; ____ --...,;._~.....;...:... ______ OoJe dlcJoJed __________ _ 
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" AT 44-2386 

~ • ~ 

." 
.At this point G!lIUmR in'dicated'that possibly the '~1;ai£' on 
Ford nns a Tennessee tag, but be vas not at all certain 

; .. ~ 
the 
of -oJ 

this. i 
• 

GhniffiR described GAU7S~ being a nhitc ~ale, 32 - 35 
yenrs of aze J 5' II" J 100 pound!; J dark brown or blnc~( hair 
\'101'n in a brush cut, blue eyes, r.lec1:.i.u:1 "outdoor" co::plcxion 
nnd havin~ n nouthcrn accent. TIe noted no distincuishing 
fcntures or ch~rnctorigtics ~nd h:ld no recollection of Clly. 
riot; or othor jC'o';ell·Y. nis dress 't1i!S cnsual, r;pecifically 
ccscribad tl.S n shirt nnd slncl~s. 

Gt~.L'~ DOVCe] into nOO.:.1 #5 at 107, - l~th Street, It.E., 
T/here he rc:~::!ined lInt!1 eu~:lay, J~l!ril 7, 1~53. On this d2Y 
. Gl .. L? fJ:m 110'/0<1 to l!oC!l fiG nt 113 - l~th Streot, IT .• E. Oil this 
occ~io~, G~;~~S o~served G~V~ nove his pcssGssions nnd;poted 
th~t h~ h~a no 1~3~~3~ nno n11 of his possessions ~cre cith~r 
f.lovccl in n papCl· ba3 or bo::. . 

On April 9, 19G5, at t'.ppro~d!l~tcly 9 :00 P.ll., G,'lLT 
and h1(1);;3:$0:1 c~~ to G.'Hl!S;! t s roo:] at 3.07 - 14th St19aot, li.E., 
nt \"/h1ch tioa G.:'LT ~aViDed G.)!U;;:n thp.t both he ~.nc1 l.!mB3S0!i 
nere ch~cl~in3 o~t. l!c Gaid both r.:~n o.~!>3~:rCe] to have m on 
c:lrin~inz. Durinz the convG-x:H1.tion, G .. "LT ndv!scd 110 had 
rece.t..ocl n telcpl10nc c~ll f1'o:1 11. friend in UichiGan n;ld h2d lc~l'ned 
that ucla~l.·n \1erC receivin3 a hichar l101u,'ly \7n5'~ thcl'O. For this 

,. l'e~::;on, be hnd decided to Co to Hichir;:ln to see!'. wor;t. Ai·:D::--;P.SO~t, 
\1ho \1:\~ n cotel c~!>lo:rcc, indic~tctl he \'i~ BO~"3 to lIichicrnn 
t/ith GJ)LT ~nd ho~ed to obt:l.in c1:!>loyn:mt ns a \Volder's hell)o::. 
G .. ~mlZl: roc~11cd he roiunc!cd nl'l'ro::i::tatoly C17 to 1)!~2RSm'I, T/ho 
h~d paid tuo ~ccks in ~dv~nc3 on rezistcrin3 on t,pril 7. GALT 
did not asl: for 11. roiund, ~l thOlJ.::h ho \1nS p~ia t!lro\t3h I\llril 11, " 
but did roceivO' the return of -'his $.50 deposit :for the J:cy. 

Docltl:32989H1 Page 11 
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iAT 44-2386 
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, ~ . ' 
~hercafter, GAmmR accoopanied GALT ond AlIDEnSOll '"to Ai'IDEP.s01P s 
1:00~ \'lhcrc he secured the rcotl l~eys fr01'l both C!lLT and .t!~BnS01i. 
At this tice ho noted several b~er bottles in the rOC2 and . 
p1·osutlcd Gf.LT and A1ID:snS011 hnd been drill!~in~ togethor. GAPJiER 
did not 2ctu~11y o1:servo the dcp:lrture of GliLT and Al4DERSOll, 
but notod both nora COIlO on the L!Orlling "of April 10 J 1968, ;lS 
was tho previously-dcscrib~d blcc~ Ford auto. 

." 

G.t\~~T3n made available' tho rCZint:ration for HAP-OLD G •. 
AI:D:EnSO!I. 'Ihis registr~t1on doeo not reflect nn ~.ddress :for 
A!ii13F.SO~I, but int1icates tb~t h:Ss f~ther is G. l!. AiID::;i!SOil, 
Duluth, G~or~ia, telephono nU:Jb~r 4tj3-t!G72. G.M~i~R c~lnin~d 
that he nl\7ays :lttc~!>ts to obtain the n~~c and :lddress for a 
next of 1:1n for his roo:.!crs. 

GA~li3n provided the follo~·/inz physic::tl description 
of IIAnOLD G. l~l:D:Z~1~O!t: 

naco 
Sex 
1l3e 
Heicht 
l1cieht 
Hair 
CO:ilple::ion 
Eyes 
Distlnsuishlnz 

Ch:ll'ncterist1cs 
Dress 

l1h1tc 
Hale 
~O 
5' 9" 
155 - 160 pounds 
Lizht brc~n, p~rted on side 
lledic."';l 
Unl:nouD 

ll0i49 noted 
C~u:J.l, shirt and slacks 

Cl\P.lOn 1clcntif1cc\ other tenants ~lho rosided nt 
113 - 14th Street, 1l.E., clul·in.l the Sn:l3 pcriod th:lt Gtl.LT 
~r~ a roo~er there. 

G..'~!!HER said he l1:l.S un~bl0 to recall G,,'LT'a fir~t 
n~c~, but n1viscd he h~ objer~ed naIl on th~ hall t~ble o£ 
the roo!JiD~housc at 113 - l~th Street, 1l.E., t!hich nail t/~S 

427 

65994 Docld:32939131 Page 12 
---------------------------------



. , , 

NW 

~~T 44-2336 
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:addressed to GALT. At this point, GAP.!ffin accompanied the 
;interviewing Azents to 113 - 14th Street, :tl.E., tihere it was 
pbserved that ·there l1'~re tuo letters and a p:lcl:nga on tho ,hall 
table nddressed to ECIC S. or E. G!lLT. The pacl;:lge flas', 
postI:a:l'1:cd 4/1/GB, and tho letters \1ere posto:lrked 4/9: and ' 
4/10/68., G.iu"lW3R advised his siater, r..C3Dln LEE C\P.!$R, a. 
school te&cher \7ho ,residss in the Dlxie1nnd A!,utt'lents," 

'1295 Don~olly Avenue, S.U., At1~nta, had visi~ed hin on . 
either Vridny or Snturany niGht, A,ri1 12 or 13, '19G3. 'At 
this ti:::e his sister had thur!bad throu~h tho c~il on the 
table ::.t the 113 - l~th Street nc1dress nncl u:?on notici"ng the 
oai1 r.dclrcssed to ~r.iC GflIfj,', sh~ co=~ntcd to Gi'\r~iE!t that 
this ~~3 tha s~::o n=3 n5 the im1ividu~l \7hO, accol"di1l3 to 
ne17s!>~:)O~ publicity, 'W::~ a GU.3pect in t!13 I!urd:ll· ot Dr. IIt~~TIU 
litr.i~mR ~li;G, ,,~. G!1~1::J.n st:\t~t1 thn.t ho did not teel there fins 
nny li::~lihoo:l tna't th:J e:l!11 'rillo h::.d ot~jed ~t 113 - l~th Street, 
n.~., t/:-.z :1donticnl t/ith tilis ::;uspect, st~ti%!3 onny poopl.o 
have the S~":1a n~~e. 

GAn!~n Dtr.t~d that he h~d neithor seen nor ho~rd of 
~U:l 9;-ic:.' to I~:.?ril G, It:;n, ar.1 tbr,t ch:ri:l~ (}:,:JJT's ~::n.:7 at 
h1.s roo:lin!; ho~~~o li~ 0::''':1 nothir.3 to imlic:'.te ti~at C.":.!ll h::.d 
nn:l cc:m~ctic!) 'Ii th :-.~y other 'tonnnt at t!li9 r.<ldress pl·ior· to 
his nrri v~l thcl'"c. G.:~:::=n T/::.s r.:;!:cc) \711::rthcr h3 1:::.d nny 
c~,lanc.t!on ;£or th~ inct th~t GWl l1~d l:~i1 pc~t%:nrl~od 4/1/G3 
addrc:J:;cQ to hi.J nt 113 - l~th StA'~ct, ir .~~., nt!d ncco~,,·din.cr 
to GA!::~~, GAII~ did not nrl"ivo nt t!lis loc~tioil until ~~pril 5,. 
1980. G~"':LT 6~id h3 \13:1 un~blc to c,:pl~in this, end h:-.d no 
idea ho~ this could c~cur. 

GArJ;];n \7nS nlso ·ql.\asti onctl CO:lcol'nillZ the possibility 
thnt GALT or nny oth~r roc~~rgb~d left n~tcrin1 nith hi~ in 
storazc 01' for c~fc:;ccpin~. He nsom'c(l that this fIns not so. De did ropol·t th~t l!OO~g If I! nnd {is at 113 - 14th Street, 
1l.E., b,:)th of T/h1ch it \7aS l10ted \1=>1"0 f:lstcncd l71th h:t~ps 
ana pnclloc!:s I ~~:.'~ stOl":\~c rOO::~3. ll~ stated t!!.oy contn-inecl 
only linolls ~nd pO.;Jsib17 a feu itct's of no value 10ft behind 
by rOO:l~rs. 

• 

. 
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, Wi th regard to Roo:i1 1)5 nt 107 - 14th Btl'eet·, 
.N.E-., G.~Rlren said that this roo:\ had not b~Cl occupied by 

"anyone since Q4tLT was transferred fro~ this roo~ on April 7, 
1968. He noted, however, that the ~~id, PZnRY ~E ZA~~Y 
or .her helper ,icl~nti ty un!~no"1n, \7ould h:\V3 .chan~ed the sheets 
in Roo~ #5 ~ft~r GALT W~ Doved. . 

: 0 t1ith reznrdA'o noo:n #6 at 113 - 14th Btrec~, 1,.E.;·" 
thi~ roon r0~a1ncd vlc~nt until A,ril. 13, 1~33, wh~n it ~~ 

12ntcd to 11.i~Vli) O'DO:Ui3LL, l~ l~ndov~r Drivo, Syozsett, 113t7 
York. ne <13~crib~d OIDO~nEL!' ns a very yOU!13' O:ln l/ho is also 
e=ploycd at the l~lbort Pic!, :lotel and T/!!O tI~S brou3ilt'· to the' 
rocnin!; hou~e by 1~;:3:) c. JO;=:J. '£~ said he doos' not b~lieve 
this rOO::1 uz-.s Jl3~:) ep ploio:..' to its boin~ ron ted to O'Dv::lr.GLL, 
but '~cl?is~d he h:-:l Given O'PO:T;r.zLL clc:ln Sl~c3ts so th~'t he 
could ch~nzc tho linons hir~cI2. 

GAUiJ3n s~id he cid not 1~no:1 o! nny ~5socintion 
bet\"lcen GAU1 m.!Cl othel· l"CC::lcrs at either 01 tt.~ roo:::in~ 
hoUGcs eAc~!>t the ::.sscciation '~i th lI::.!!OLD G. J~iID:2:mO:t, au 
previm.t31y deser! bed. . 

III explanation for tho failur3 of tho nn::o "C=~LTu 
to f'.!>P2n.r on tho roo:',in~ hCU30 l·ccorOs, a!.~DR Gaid thc't 110 
enn only c;:plain th10 by s::.yin3 ho l·ocoi vael paynont for tho 
rOO:l t7h11c nW:l7 fro:! th3 pl~cG \1hcrc he l.1:lintnins his l"ocol'ds 
and hndin~dvertcntly failed to record the n~~c uhen hc returned 
to his rOO::l. 

'l'hc inter?icrr of (MmlEn concluded nt 1 :38 /~!, 
April 15, 1S58. . 

NW 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 14 

42~ 



. ' 
t 
! 
I 

On 

" 
, 

fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'. 

Oote __ ~_·/l_G_I_6_8 ______ _ 

Durin~ th3 interview of JllOI& VZLTOU GArJreR, he 
asked the question, u.How are you cO:ling on th3 King tlUrdor?tt 
Ira \7:1S thell asked U.I intcrvle17ing Agont j.f 1:.3 had heard or". 
read ouch co~cornln~ this nnd he statod he had read quite 
a bit 1n the c~~~papors and seen n lot on tolevision. 
GAl~~iSR then indicated tb:l.t 110 kno"J this vas why \1e wero 
ar:kinz about G~T. . 

• 
.. . 

" 

., 

• 

. . 

R"-. ~.~ ... ::::lt L. !:t.MJ:lr;c 4/1G/63 by:..-_..:-:.:-::....:.,,:.=.;:·;:;;.;;.;;;.;.....;;.;..:~~--.;;;..;;.;.;...;,.~ __________ Oore dldofcd __________ _ 

lb., do("~t'" (0"'0'''' .. t.rI-., luo".I'l\."dor.,,,. 1\0' (0,,:1,,';04':$ 01 .... feJ. 't is 1ft, pro;elfr of If,-. f81 oA4 Is 100".4 10 yo", og.I><Y: 
"o,,~ ill (O"'.":~ Ot. I\of'o b. di,t,ib'll.d 011,,04. ,0". og'-1'.(1. 

-. 
"', 
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fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC. ' 

OoJ~pril 16, 1905 

-
ott 2:30 :l.tl. J1!':"Il'E D:;:n:,'i:'O~t GP • ..:V • .r;;.Li.elephonically 

contacted tIle Atlnnta Ol'f'1ce"of-t!!a")Ji- eral Dure:1u of 
Invest1g~tion nt ~hich ttce he pro7ie~d the foll~31n3 
1nfor.cnt1on: ,A 

• .. , 
. Since prov!din~ the 1nfor~tion concerning EnIC 

GALT dur1n~ n p~rsonal intervien by aG~ntg, he h~s recbecked 
hiG recor~3 nnd no~ believQD t~t the '1ndivieu~1 Fho~'ha 

. l:ncm no C.\Ul nctu:llly \'1~::; r~3istarcd nt tI!c rO~!.1inz house . , 
under tile Dtl:;t0 of UILLI~\~ L'z.3, Route 1;' c~ston1a, .l(orth , 
C~rolin~. Q~~iG3 s~id his records eo not re~lect·thero~ 
'nu::1,,~r to t;llic~ L::3 nag ~zsi!t~ea b;lt J:otcd tll:lt the rccor(:s 
do Gh~~ L33 nrrived ~~ril 5, 1~~3, nnd r,aid thr.ouZ~ A~r11 12, 
1963. ,ihon renti~~ the rO~:1, 1'::~ GU.!ll'lici! tho n:1!l3 iaso 
B,r:?17 r.~-:ZIJ!:.!·l11, 1~53 !i;lltz Gtl·C~t, i:~rrc!l, llichi~~n, ns the« 
individ"l:l1 to b~ notified in 'c~~o of c=gr~e::::y. a~"'i~~:~ said 
;nll 1nfo~~ticll Dr~vi~od aur!n~ t~g p~io~ intorvic~ ~~3 
'~ccu=ate e7.c~ot t~~t he ~on fc~ls cc~tain tn:tt Ul~!~~ I~~ts 
rc~1straticn p~~t~i~S to ~!C c:~~~ • 

, ) 

. -. 

, -.-If. 
-" 

, . 

. ' .. 

" 

On J'./l5lfl3 ot Atl~:1tn ._~~o~·';;'n 
• 

by~;'l-';~;::~;!.-C':::=.T~ _______ -;:~~""'~---OoJe dlctoted ,4/, ~!£..l1~ __ ----
r .... do<vl'''.''' COI\1O:", IIltlll" leco"'11"."d.,rio", #10' coft,f",;,,,, of 11-. '$1.'1 ., c.. prop.,r, 0' d.e Ftl O~~ l. 100".4 t~ yo .. , c~.·.e.; 
"01\4 II, CO",."" or. eol.o b. cr.,t,ib"'.d 0",.14. YCII' oo."e,. 

':" : 431 
'. • .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Dote April 16, 1958. 
i -, '., , '; 

~ ~ In response to a telePh~ re~uest received 
I at 9:31 a.m. fro:n JI:·:nIE DELTO:I GARlIER, he \'~as 1ntcr-
, vlco;'led in front of' filS restaurant located at 1(),~2 ... 
~ NorthsIde Drive" l1orth~7est, Atlanta" Georgia. 

GAPJ~ ooened th2 conversation by stating 
"~e ,is not Galt. u· He th~n made avallabJ.c the .rcgIstrat.1on ", 
records for hls.roo~lng house. It ~as again noted these' 

'. records do not; reflect a re31stratlon in th3 na::1e or GALT.· 
At th~ sa~c tic~, G~~JEil producad an envelope bearing 
the printed na~e uEric S. G.llt. Sf G;j?:iT;;.~ Gaid this n.aQa 
I'la5 printed thereon by (!;'\LT 1'7hcm GhremR raquested his 
full nElza. Oth~r h~md~'7rIttcn notatlo:13 thereon \'lerc" 
accordIn3 to a;~IE~" prepared by hi~selr. 

GAlliER stated that subsequent to a prIor 
1ntervlc~1, h~ h~d P2cn sctu'ch1n3 his records end hie 
t!2!lory nnd had nO:1 clcter:llne~ th~t 0;) ::nrch 24" 1$68, 
lot~ in th3 c"Jcnin3, an 1nd1vldu~1 knoc~:ed en hi3 
ap:ll·t:l~nt door, intro::iuccd hl~clr as ::r. G:1.J.I"i', end 
rCQucnt~d a sinsle roo~ • 

• 
F.!l \123 placed in noo;'} :it':.be~ 2, 113 lI:th Street, 

l:ortheast, t,tlanta, G~orBi3, on not!pr; that th~ rOO:!l 'ticS 
SZlll, \m3 orrc:oed an adjolnin3 stora~e roo-:n in ~:h1ch 
to place his s\.~rplus belo:1~1nzs. At this po!r~t" G.\LT 
rcual·~ad hs uC".11d be able to utilize a c,c3k 1n the s tor~ge 
roc~ £o~ his televi3ion act. 

GAR!ER did not scc GnL~ ~~10~d his auto~obllc 
or br.1nz his P033CS3io!1s into th~ rco~. lIe n3xt £m', 
GAL~ on i,!arch 31, 1958, at \:hich tl::~e the rent ues duo end 
G:'l!l~ C::1ae th~ atate;lont l III cay £s 1I~11 pay you tOl~ anothe~ 
"1eek. 1I 'l'his \~a3 b:lt~-;cen 1:0:> ana 2:30 p.t1. 

On I.pril 5, 1958" Q:\~;';£!l cntcrac1 th~ roo:n at 
approxlr.:at::2y 11 :0:> a .0. to ch~!13e tn:l lInens. At this 
ti:t~! l~~ ro't!nd a no~e C!l th3 bed l1ritten on "a piecc or 
car~!>c:lra, t~l~~e':c~l by hin to no! a l~~i;'l·Y Si':s..rt. L.:..c~~:1t'11~.~:-'-''-#-=----­
\lh1ch ~tat~d in cf~c~t 1I1'vo h:.d to go to Elr.:un~~:l. 
I've left r:.'J 'ZV Bet h(:!'c and \:1.11 try to r~tur:l £or it in 

OnJifl-S/.53 otJ~' p.ntq~('r:!".?' Fne~ htlant:l 1;4-2386 
;'11 ')-J 1./16/£3 ' Dote dictoted _________ _ 

65994 Docld:32989B1 Page 11 
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• ' AT 1;4-2,386 
I lUZ:bjc 

- " 

12 
i about e \<leek. II He! cloe:; not recall \-!hcthcr the note U3S 
~ printed or urltl;~n nnd cie3troye~ it by throHing it, in 
i .the trash 1~n3di3tely. • .. 

\J -, ., OARIiEs1 dencrlbed Gf\LT as n uh1te m~lc,' 33 to 35 
yearn or a(;c" oppro:'i:nately nix feet tall, slender build" 
black hair, \IOt'O very ~hort i-,ith pozsibly a p?rt' on the". 
side. .. 

, O!lIU&R h:2cl prcvlou~ly notc'd GALT to be ut1lizing 
a 11~ht ~lor~d" pCSG1bly white, nuto~o:>11e and on the 
mOl'n1n~ April 15" lSGS" tclcphonlcZ'tlly c~ntactcd Hl" •. , :. 
HAT~OLD 1 T£a3~ HOO::1 l!u:lccr 1, 107- 14th Street" liot'the3~t .. 
"21i-£li11S- E\t.~.;iOO11c \mG p~.r~~cj neur ';;~VI·Z?..3 j' at 'flh1ch t1:ne 
he ~a~cd r:NI'E;\S soncrally if h~ rccnllc:l the :mkfJ 0:.: ~nr 
and lU1T.:::a::> itdv1~cd hi:a it ~-:~o :1 late Clo:lcl It,uztonB, 
po~elbly 1956 or 19$7. 

GAil!iZR csti:;!;:tcd hi:; t·~tr.l cont~ct \;lth Q;..r.l~ 
011 both occz:::;lm:3 ~Ud not (:7.cced o:;c-h~11' hcut>. H\! 3t~tc.d 
on both occ:'j&lcn3 C:i\L'~ ,-:~z ncn.tly '~tC'ess(:d in a e!!r~: 2ult" 
1-th1tc '&hlrt, end tic. R~ ch~r~ctcri~ca ilia ~:; loo:"ln;; 
like :! pt·c:ach~I·. • ' 

Th~ !nconzi:itencic~ 1n tho 1nfor::ltltlon previously" 
1"u~1111Jho:j by C:"w·,~;r;a c-nd th2 rOl'~:;OlI~~ \';Cl'C tha1"ou~hl:r 
dlscuu~~~ ti1th h1:l r:nd h-:! could ~ttr1b':J.tc it enl!;' to 
"belns contu~~~"1 in th~t h~ h3d erroneously 6330ciated 
the na~c Q.'L'i' \11th th~ rO~"lct'l llILLI!'l!'l L!;B, about uh~!l 
he had turnlnhc;d the lnforJltltlon. 

At this tl ";lC I G~m·!:~ :::'1adc available :& three pase 
Gl~llOranou:l 1n h1e hr,n;l~:rltln~ ~·:h1ch ChL'OllOloZlcetlly set::; 
forth hJ.~ L!D30c1at;lon \"11th Qt.ill'. Th~ envelope prevlo~ly 
referred to" furni!ihc5 by OAi~;E;R~ on lihich Giu/r \-a'ate his 
nome" nloo con tr:in"~d t;h~ not:.z t10%1 "Caul<l do ncveral 
d,if.1'crcnt k1ut1u of ~ork." ~h1!} note \':03 pl.'4!parc:l b~' 6~l-~;~~ • 

.... ~ 33 ... :4 
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GARNER stated he made th1s notat1on du~ln~ h1~ initial 
contact \11th OJ~LT~ at tih1ch time he asl:ed hIs usunl 
questions of nm-, roo:nCI'3 about the1r line or work. He 
said he inadvertently failed to record the 1nror~atlon 
on the envelope 1n his pcr~3ncnt record3. GAP~Ea added 
that at the t10e or rentln; the room, he received a 
~l.OO l<:ey depo3it fro:'J a:ILT and tho key uas lett \11th 
tie note on the bed by GALT. 

• 
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" , e FEO~RAl BUREAU OF rNV~STlGAi~'i . 

Dote_ April 16, 1958 '/ 1, .' 

./ J.?l'l!'~·lELT91~~re.l ".,'s lnter'V1el1ed in t~~ 
orrlce or tne Fcdel'~J3Ul'ieau or Inventlgation" 275 ?each- ' 

" tree Str~et.,. northeast" Atlanta" Georgia" after voluntarily 
accompanying SAs ROJER L. KJ\:~ anel F_<\RRY L. L!!E.trq::l his 
p1aee or bU3iness" 1052 ltorth31dc Drive" llol"th~-:C"3t" ,-
Atlanta" Georgia. At this time .. Gfc1:-r.EH stated that he uas ., 
auare of th~ dlncrepancics 1n thc Infor:latlon fll!'n1nhed lSy 

'0 • him but inzinted it '-133 due solely to the confusion ~';hich . 
,- existed In hIs tlind 1n crroncou3ly relating the na:1e 

On 

by: 

CL'1LT l'llth his ,roo:ler" l1II,TrlfJ.J LEE. .~. • >, 

-,' ' .. . ~-' 
He stated hg h3d no rca~on £or telling the 

Agents that he had no 1 teCls in h13 003SC3nion 11hleh be­
longed to G;iL~" l'ihcn, 1n fact" he l:as holding a television. 
set~ other than the ccnruslon 9revio~ly referrod to. 

I In'd~tcr~!nlnz the 1nd1viGuala 1n each or thc 
roo~nz hOU3C3 o~~rat~a by h1~ (107 l~th Street" lIorth~~st" 
ttlnnt:l, a~or~1a) ~:hor:.~y huvc be~!J in a po:;itic:l to 
obse~vc GaLT, ha ndvisca th~t at th~ tioe o~ rentin3 to­
GALT" th~rc \-i~S no oth~r occ~-,;:nt in this builC:ins. 

r.~ statad h~ had clCjcel 113 l~th Street O~ 
February 11" 1$68; nftcr th~ rl~.tG~-:borhc,:>a hippie:> atte:i~~;cd 
to ta!w it ov~r. 

He et:.:iittcd that h~ r.~d t~iO double ro~:tS 
vacant at tho tl~a c:t·.L~ a9p11cd fo:- n rco:t and that he 
had prcv!o~~ly r~ntcd th~3C for th~ price or a alnzla 
ro~~" but G~L~ !n~istcd o~ a sin~lc roo~" &0 he coelaed 
to o",cn the other roo:11nz houze. 1!3 ac1:l1.tted it C03t 
hi~ cora to do this th~n he uould r~ceivc lnlt1311y 1n 
rent .. but th7lt l:~ hnd been pl~nnln3 to 0l>:;m it .. as tha 
other bouaa l1r13 .filling up. .. 

I . 

s-) " " 

4" 2-;~S 4/15/68 ot Atlanta l G~orgia F r A Atlanta ...,- J'';) 
10'11' 

SA l!.~"1:tY L. 1.J'.:Z and 
SA nC':::~1 L. .. ~ '" __ .r. e .J! • J'!l'V"'r

• 1~~'-.\) l • .:.:.hOJC 
Dote dlctoted 

' .:; ';;.J. 

, -. 
" 

" 

rh., 410(\11')'''' (0"')'1\5 1I.~'r ,._,011\",,11<10'.0". "0' (0"':"';0-'" "f rl\. F~I. It is th, ",op.r.' of do, fel oftd b ~,.,d 10 yC~ o;er...,; • 
i' Olld it. co,,""" or. 110110 b. cfj",iblll,<I Oil";!' Yool' og.,.cy. . 

r ~ 435 
.. : 
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,AT 44-2386 
RLl\::bJc 
2 

.' . 

. . ••• 

,. " ,. 
GALT re~nlnad the sole occupant or thio 

building ~ntl1 April 1" 1968" at uhich tlma FRED C. 
JO~ES \-la3 placed 1n Roo:n ~IUlio~J? .1. "~'" .. " ., . . 

In continuing to question GARl-lER as to' \,ibyhc 
had denied holaln~ property for GALT, he finally ad~ltted 
that it had been his policy 1n tha past to retain for 

:30 daJ 3 poz3c331on~ left behind by roo~~r3" then to 
I c lal:&l th~M 83 hl~ o~m" and it lias his intention ,to do 
th13 \-11th the televl~lon Bet. 

G.~!'.i:ER epeciflcnlly denied tllat ha hud pt·c­
vlously kno:·;n G:)Ul" th~t GALT h3:l been r~rcrred to hl:::1 
by allyo!l~" thnt he h~d accepted l!n c;.;tra n~ount of 
money rro~ GALT £or cny rc~~on, or that he had any 
kno:--.l!dze concc:'n1nf, h13 prl.1s-ent \"iherccbouts. 

G.tsH~iER £tated ti1nt h~ l~a~ born and rai3ed in 
lUsolot;lppl, ua3 a t1e':l'oer or th~ 1!aptlst Church" nnd 
tlaS Ifnot a Co~:nunlet. " He denied h~vln~ any koO':-:lcdge 
of th~ John Elrch or other rl~ht wIng orzanlzatlon3~ 
stetlnz he h~d Joinea only cnc or:;Z!nizat1on \-ihich nnne: 
he could not no~'; rccnll l but described by him ag a 
civic or~anlzatlon. 

lie reiterated that it had al~iay3 been hIs 
intention to COopC:'3te \~lth the F.31 nnd that he had" 
1n fact, thut rnornln~ elvan the addre$~ nnd telephone 
nu:nocr of h13 rcst~ut'ont to 0 rOO~H~r, Hr. BURGESS" tlhere 
he could be rc~chad shoald GALT return Eor the tele­
vision zet. He stated he did thi3 so he could 

.J.:1mcdlotcly notify the 'PBI of GALT's return. . 

.< 

;. 

, " 

- , 436 
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL TO BE REFERRED TO 

Chicago Field Office File 44-1114-772 





NOT~E~$A~~ASS FOREMAN IN COURT. 
., 't . 

WHEN ASKED IF THAT IS WHY HE , ~ . 

AID llO MORE IN COURT WHEN. HE ROSE TO MAKE COMMENT, RAY SAID HE ,:.' 
'" I _ ~ 
'\... "*' - II ~ 

~O~LDN'T'TALK ~BOUT IT ANY MORE.~ , 

HE ~HEN BECAME CRITICAL OF FOREMAN, SAYING HE WOULDN'T 
'T -

';'),NVESTI tJATE -HIS. CASE EI 'HER. ' ~AID THAT FOREMAN ,CAME TO HIM 
I I 10: I # J 

. WITH A ,NEGATIVE ATTITUDE, SAYING '-YOUR BEST DEFENSE 1S TO PLEAD 
It; • -~ f I I ... I • " -~ " ; 't, 
GUILTY -OR YOU'LL GET THE DEATH SENTENCE." RAY INDICATED DIS- ' 

, 
.. '~ SATISFACTION \HTH HIS PAST ATrO~NEYS. HE SAID HE \MS TRYING TO 

'" , 
GET AN ATTORNEY IN GEORGIA' ~m\~. HE REFUSED TO. INDE~TIFY THIS ' ' 

;J \ I 

ATTO:1rJEY.. (SAC HAD 'P~EVIOUS ,DISCUSSION \nTH WARDEr, LAKE· . 
1 ~, ' !, J t _ f.1 ;I • ! 

- .~, t' ,I I' t f t ~ 

RUSSELL 'AT PRISON AND WARDEN HAD ADVISED 'RAY HAD TOLD HIM HE 
.~' j:, ! 1-1 (:: i.. '," Ii it l· .. t 

-t; ~ ~... ! ~ -10 

,~ 

n-....... ' .... ,., ':1 , ~I , 

, , 

, ., 

-I F;f~.t~ '" !~~ .. ~., }t. i • ~! 
I· -\ ~:7' , ¥". ~. ~ "" 

·~~;fI·' ~ •. ~-:...,~. ~ ~.'~ t" ..,' :, ; 

~ ',- ~'" • </~ .... -r4 ~- "'. .~ 
,t" l.f f .. 

•• ~ S., ~ f 

" 

. " , , . 

W'" t I":~I ~t l'" -~ ,$ ~~~ ti f 

It:. 1 I" '1 -~ 1 
f 1 ~ ~JIo f 1 " 

t • 1'1 ~ _t-

\ ~ , " .. 
-, .... 

" 

" ,--. 

" -' ., 

" 

'l ~ ~"'''_ . , 
'- - ~ '.: 
:1 ~ H 

,·r 

.. 

'1 



• • I, 
CLr:~RED UP.' ,HE llmICATED .HE MIGHT ~ THEN BE WILLING TO' SIT DO~1N , ." J,' • 

i i :. ,1 . • f ~ 

"ND'DISCUSS THE CASE FULLY. i<, , "'" . , :,' 
• _.1 I' .I 1 J 

~~. I ~ ! ,t , "" 

:';,:/' ~', ADDITION~L SMAL}.- TALK' OCCURRE,D AIm RAY BROUGHT UP FBI TV' ""." 
. .-
SERIES. HE WO~DERED WHY FDI ALWAYS HAD TO LET THE CRIMINALS 

~DRA\l FI~ST DEFO~E THEY WERE SHOT. HE \lAS TOLD nns IS ONLY " 

,.' . ' , t ~ 

CONSISTEnT WITH THE FACTS t 'AS OUR '~EAPONS ARE .~SED ONLY ,IN SELF" 
~ f •• ~ I 1 

DEFENSE. HE EXPRESS£:D SOME SKEPTICISM. HE THEN ASKED IF FBI .. , '. 
II • II ~, j t . , 

:' .• THOUGHT HI: YAS STUPID EnOUGH 'TO LEAVE HIS FINGERPrUNTS IN THE, 
'!'~ .~ J '/ " "'~~. , ... ~ j ~ ~ 

AREA WHE~E A .PUDLIC FIGURE.WAS KILLED. HE.WAS ASKED IF HE WAS,v I~ 
i '/ I J 

, . 
. YING.TO'TElL SAC THAT SOMEONE PLANJED HIS PRINTS, AND IF SO 

I - 'I,' 'i .~ iI 'f , 

,~~,~,:.. s~ony \JAS GETTING THIN' AND SAC ~pULD LEAVE •. HE THEN RAISED;'" . 
OME QUESTIONS ABOUT NOT EVER HAVING BEEN IDENTIFIED IN A 
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NOT t~ANT TO DISCUSS THIS FURTHER~:'~,";' ," i w t , " 
• I , I • w. I , .~ f - _l 

~'t j , I'" :\' I ~f ,~~I.~ ',;. _ J - '" - : 

.~,,~, '." HE THEN FURrHE~ 'CLAIMED THAT NO ONE HAD IDENtIFIED HIM :-', "" •. ""',""" 
. .,.!.oJ f .' I I._ 

'::"111 " ~ , I _. 

'WITH A PHOTOGRAPH UNtIL .HE MADE SOt-1E PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE or~ ",.,." ",", 
.~ " 

" 
THE ABSURDITY OF THIS STATEMENt WAS POINtED OUT 

'TOHH1.AS HE' KNE~" THE StATE HAD S~VERAL \HTNESSES WHO COULD 
. . , 

" , 
_ r I 'f . " 

DENTI FY IIIt-;." 
, . 

, 1'\ j 

, " 

liE \lAS ASKED IF HE: DIDN'T '\1ANT TO TALK AOOUt SOMEtHING ELSE, 

TRIP FlOM LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS: HE SAID NO, 

THAT HE HAD MADE A MISTAKE GETTING MIXED'UP WLTH stEIN. HE SAID 
! 

OJ" I 

, ' 

.:STEI~ ~AS ONLY A -HIPPIE.-
.tl.lI ',l 
~ ..ftl • 

HE WOULD NOT~TALK FunTHER ABOUT STEIN • 
! 

.... 'on~En f~ISCELLAUEOUS MAtTE~S COVE~ED WITH RAY I:mICATED ,HE ,," 

AID liE NEVER RECEIVED A PROPERTY RECEIPT FROM BUTLER OF SCOTLAND , , , 
I ~ ":t I > ' ! 

I ,I I '" I 

'VARD,.WHEn ARRESTED .. THE~E. ·HE SAID THIS, RECEIPT MIGHT BE OF 
,rt't ~ • jl I ~, ft. ~ :i ' I ~tf • ' - I • I 

" , 
ALUE ATsor'lE FUTURE D{\lE. HE REFUSED TO,CLARIFY THIS. " .,-Y, .• --..~ " 
~~ j. " I I' . 

r RAY 'WQULD :WT AT ANY TIME ,DISCUSS CONSPIRACY 'on ANY ASPECTS, 
~ ~::~' , ' '. , . .' ,;.' . , "~: ' " 

,OF IT ." HE CONTINUOUSLY CLAH1ED THIS tl0ULD 3E flATlEi1 FOR HIS ,:, .' . 
> .. ' t , 

,. . ' 
I,ll , l I I', . , 

~ ~ I
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I ' ;. ~ ..£\ ... J ~ t • 
: ~ II 1", ~ 'to "'\. i !" .• i , 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _--=4/:..:1=.;1;:;/....;6;;...;8~ ___ _ 

At approxiaately 10 :30 a.m. DONALD F. WOOD 
was contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company~ 5701 Airport 
Blgbway,.Bir.m1ngham, and. advised that he is the son of 
ROBERT E~' WOOD, SR., who" is the owner of the Aeromarin9 
Supply Company. WOOD was discreetly-questioned con­
cerning the sale ot a Remington caliber 30.06 rifle, 
serial numbe~ 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased 
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966. DONALD F. WOOD 
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of th~ 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day on 
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle, 
as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapo~,·t~ 
an individual about a week before the murder. WOOD 
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in hic 
records and indicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968, b~ 
had sold this gun to.an individual using the name HARV£~ 
LOlfJlEYBR. 

After obtaining both copies of tbl. s sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was requested to accompany the inter~ 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, whteh 
he agreed to do. Mr. WOOD was transported to the mrJl"~n;,ca 
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following 
Signed statement: , 

"Bi rm1 nghalll, AlabaJaa 
April 5,1968 

ttl, DONALD F. WOOD, hereby make 
this statement to Special Agent NEIL p. SHANAHAN 
who has identified himself to me as a Special .. 
Agent of tbe Federal Bureau of Investigation. I 
reside at 40S" Lance Lane, Birmingham, Alabama and 
subscribe to telephone number 8~6-49l8. I am 
employed by .y fatber, ROBERT E. WOOD, SR. at the 
Aero.arine Supply Co~pany, 5701 Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Ala., as a sales.an. 

Hj~REI IS UNCLASSH~ED -, 
.DATE> 'BY~!)~ 

__ 4~l~5:.t../.::::.:68:::...._at . Bi.rmingbam, Alabama File #I DB 44-17400 

SA NEIL P: SHANAHAN;,:!ml 4/11/68 --=~='="~~~:L:.:.:~:::!.Jt..o.l!!~ _______ pate dictated __ ...;;....;--.;. ____ _ 

i. document ct>nt~in. Ileither reeC>ftlmendalio~. fl.Ot coneJu.ion. or ~ FBI. It i. the property or tbe FBI and i" loaned h.1i 
our eaency: it and ate content. are not to be d •• tnbuted out.ide ~lJIene)' t:- - : 023 

j[<~ ~ 
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Bli 44-1140 
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"On Friday, March 29, 1968, sometime 
in tbe early afternoon I had just returned from 
lunch when I observed l~. U. L. DAKER, al~o a 

. salesman, completing the s~le of a rifle to an 
individual unknown to me.' Mr. BAKER bad just 
sold this man a Remington, Kodel 700, Caliber 
.243 Winchester with a 2x-7x Redfield Scope 
Dounted thereon. Mr. BAKER 'bad made this sale 
·and bad also mounted and bore sighted the scop~ 
on our machine. This individual also bought on~ 
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunition. He 
payed cash for this sale. When I first obscrw;"d ..­
this man he was dressed in a dark business suit 
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I remember. 
He was approximately 5' 8" tall, 150 to 160 pounds 
and bad dark hair. He had a medium complexIon and 
appeared to be a meek individual. This individual 
had given his name as HARVEY LOlfMEYER and s ta ted 
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street, 

. Birmingham, Alabama. He also advised that be wa~ 
36 years of age. 

"This information was not given to lIle 
personally by this individual, but I detenn1.ncd it 
from the bill of sale that was prepared by 
Irfr. BAKER. 

"Following the sale this individual left 
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company. 
This box was used because with the scope mounted 
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington hc~. 
He also took the empty Remington manufacturer'o 
carton with him when he loft. • 

"It was, as best I recall, either late-r 
that afternoon or early the following Saturday 
~orning whe~ thiR individual called on th~ t~lc­
phone and stated tbat be bad lind a conversation 
with his brother and decided that the gun hp. had 
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he reqc~atp.J 
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, ~~~e! 
760, 30.06 caliber. I advised him that we e~uld 
make this exchange but that it would cost ~i~ a~ 
additional $5.00. 

., . :-: 024 
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Bft "4-1740 
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday, 
Karcb 30, this same 'individual returnod to the 
store with tbe gun he had previously' purcbas~d. 
When he returned tho gun he had the gun stlll in 
the Browning box. I told him that I would change 
the scope from the caliber .243 rifle to the 
Model 760, but that it 'would take me until appr~~~­
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I 
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to ~~ir.g 
tbe original Remington box for ~he caliber .243 
weapon with him when he came as I would need a 1x~x t~ 
~tore the gun in. I gave ~m the Model 760 gun and 
I believe that X left it in the Drowning carton. 1-
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging ~b~ 
scope I had to usc a Weaver base and rings i09tead 
of the Redfield base and rings and this mada up the 
cost difference. I also exchanged tin box of .243 
caliber ammunition for a box of 30.06 ammunition 
wbich I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain, 
20 rounds per box. 'He left the store carrying the r.~n 
in the cardboard box. 

"During the course ot our deali ngs en 
Saturday I asked this individual why be didn't ~ant 
the caliber .243 gun and I told hiD that it was a 
big enough gun to bring down any doer in Alaba~a. He 
stated in an offhand manner, that be wanted the SO. Q6 ., 
caliber gun because be was gOing to use it to bunt 'in 
Wisconsin. 

"At tbe present time tbis is all that °Z t:a~ 
remember concerning the transaction with this indivi­
dual. 

"4/5/68 

ttl have read this Signed statement an:! 
accopt wbeI~ I· hnvc initiated one corrAction. I 
find it to consist of this and two other pagea an~ 
it is true and correct. 

"/s/ OONALD F. WOOD . 

"/s/ NEIL p. SHANAHAN, Special Agent, 
FBI, 4/5/68 •. 

" I 

It/sf MARVIN M. EUBANKS, Special Asent, 
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68.°' 

17 - ~ 025 
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MARINE SPORTING GOODS 5701 &IRIv\lNGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY -, ' 2 2 51 A 
PARTS 8. SUPPUES'" BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA 35212 .;.' 

TO 

ADDRESS 
~ ________________________________ ~~r-____ ~ ____ ~ __ ~SAll~ 

• I, cI,ce II ' .. ,a •• rvu .••• u ... ,. .. , ... '"' ''''''C. 1\nl , •• n ....... ttl lUlU ,.,'" UICI ... 
. CLU"t "'1 .. "'CI .".'. ., t.c ."... •• ,., .. ,ua. 

RECEIVED 8Y 

196? 

MUeItANOIS( CANNOI " IUUtNlCl rOI (tHIII. UIUNO 01 U(IIANOI Allll to DAYS flOM SA~1 DAli : 

I . . PUICHASEl~VOICl MUSt ACCOMPANY AlllllUlNS. .' 

. .. 

~
: .~.. ";.:-. 

....... L ., • ................ '-... . 

• • ... I -.- - ' •• ! -.-: ...... . ....... \..... II' \. .. 
.. ____ • ________ ............ _ ••• ilI ................ _ .... _ ••••• ___ •• ___ -:--.--..-__ .-~_. ______ ...... -- .......... _ • .J 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 "' 

,. 
Date April 8, 1968 

, DONALD F. WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, Birmingham, 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Ulgbway, was asked if he could identify a customer who purcbased 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. WOOD, 
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sale 
made on ,March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to "Cash. n 
WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a regular customer 
who 1s a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, te!l 1ncb9s, 
170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN. WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man 
about two -and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his records 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo 
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Standard 
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. ' 

\ 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBS7ER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a 
rifle and scope Sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on 
March 29, 1968: 

weapoDS. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,. 
Va~int .243 Winchester, Serial Ho. 266009, 
StOck Ho. 753A. 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30~30, bo1t­
action rifle, Serial No. 020726"Stock No. 756A. 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above 

... . 
OD 4/7/68 at Birmingham. Alabama File 1# DR 44-1740 

BAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44-1987 -"" • 0 " 
b 

and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 4/8/68 .... 2:; 
'Y ... Date ~crted -

NW 6~ '~llI~~~~J 1~~~Jgeomr"Ddatio~. 'AfYl conelu.i~. or the F~;. It i. t 5~Perty or the .FBI aDd is loaned to 
- --~----~ .. "l!:~",,"_"~ ftI'd ......... tt,atrih,'." bUt.,"''' .vour. AcrAneY.. ~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 . 

Da~ . April 14, 1968 

. Immediately foll()wing the. 'receipt of a package at 
approximately 12:30. a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three 
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried them aboard a Delta .Airlines 
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines .flight in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 a.m. 
OD April 8, 1968. 

These it~ms, from the time they were delivered to SA 
BUTLER,. did not leave his possession until delivered to Mr. 
BONEBRAKE. 

BirmIngham, Alabama 
On __ 4...;.1_8...;.}_6_8 __ at Washington, D. C. File #I BR 44-1740 . 

028 
• by SA RALPH N. BUTLER:ma,s Date dictated 41"1/68 

".'>n . , . ni. document contain. DeltMr reeollllDeRdation, DliconcJua~r the FBI. It ie the property or tbe FBI and ill loaned to 
LNW_~~I . .)r1 not to be di.tr~ed out,ide your ageney. 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4;;;;,'..,;;1;.,;1;.;,.'_6_8 ____ _ 

.. 
At,approxi.ately 1:00 p.m. on April 5, 1968, 

Mr. ROBERT E. WOOD, SR., and DONALD F. WOOD accompanied 
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Company, 
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, wh~re DONALD F. WOOD 
made available a Remington Model 700, caliber .243, rifl'!'. 
which was believed by them to have been handled by the 
unknown individual who had purchased t~e Remington Model 
760 rifle on Karch 30, 1968. DONALD F. WOOD also furnish9d 
nine boxes of caliber .243 ammunition from their inventory 
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed to 
h~ve been handled by the individual who purchased the gun. 
DONALD F. WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and 
rings which had been the original bases and rings furn1sb~d 
by the aanufacturer of the Redfield scope. 

, 
If I' •. . ~ 

1Ir. WOOD 'Ka'S.': furnished a signed receipt for 
the above 1 teJls. •... , 

"IMlIlediately following the receipt of these i te1'!~, 
SA NEIL p. SHANAHAN hand carried them aboard a United A!~­
lines flight, changing to a Delta flight 1n Atlanta, C~~~~ia, 
and ultimately accOMpanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE p! 
the FBI Identification Division at apprOximately 8:00 p.m. 
same date. These items, from the time they were deliv9%ed 
to SA SBANABAN, did not leave his possession until deliv~%'ed 
to 1Ir. BONEBRAKE. 

t 

O 4'5/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 D ______ st ____ ......;.._-..;.. ______ File # __________ _ 

:, 

SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and - • 029 
by ___ ;.;.NE;;.;I;;.;;L;;;.....;G;;.:.;.--.;;.;IIA~RT.;;.;I;;.;N;.;..;:;.....;.N;.;;;.P..;;;S.;../ j~lI::;l=--____ Date dictated _4_'_1_1_'_68 ____ _ 

~Ji~§?~~PE~i~~8~1~~~~~~ftdation. nor conc1ullion.s of the FBI • tb 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION I 

f 
1 Date __ ....;4:LC./RY.l../.w6.wS""----- 1. 

"~, 
" , 

, -II 
.~I 

V. L. BAKER, 1408 Clerm.ont .Drive. advised be- is an -, ?~_" , ;t. 

eaployee of the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport H~gbway .. ;0 .... '" 

Bir.lngbaa. In connection with the sale of a gun case f~r.4a 
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said be recalled·making sucH a 
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the 
customer. He said-he could not state that this gun case ~as 
sold on the sa.e date that he'had sold a rifle and scope sight I 
which was March 29, 1968. Be said the man who bought the gu~ 
case was a frequent customer, and described him as a whi te ma 1e. 
27 - 28 years old, 5 '9", 180 lbs., heavyset, wi tb blond, 
thinning hair.' BAKER identified the other salesman~ who would 
have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968, as the manager .'- ,. .;.. 
of 'the store, J. HOYT STEPHENS. . . " .' ·:t;·.:", ',i',.,-

• 1 I ' , .:" ._' t I ::' ~ • ;: 

, In connection with the accent or speech of the ~erson 
who purcbased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed 
it was fro. tttbis" (Alabama) leneral area. BAKER said that 
the .an who purchased the rifle had left the store on Marcb 29. 
1968, and ca.e back later in the afternoon and picked up tbe 
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed U~ 
the store during this time, and BAKER said be was not sure. 

-! 

On __ 4_1_7_f_6_8 __ at _B_i_r_._i_n-=g;...b_a_ • ...;.J_A_1.;..a~b .. _a ___ Fne #I BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and -: 035 
by __ W_I_L_L_I_A_M_A_._SA_U_C_IE_R_:_R_M_B_: j;:;..,b_t ____ 2""""-42r-Oate dictated __ 4._1;.,..8...;,1_6_8 ___ _ 

'fbi. doeumeftl cont.iM Beither r.commeDdaUofta nor eonoJuaion. of the FBI. It la the 'property of the FBI aDd i. loaned to 
Yf)Vl.,.ney; it and it. eo~Dte are DOt to be diatribtted out.ide your qency. . 
NW 65994 Docld:32939131 Page 36 
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Mr. Jenkins DATE: 10-31-74 TO 
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i 
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FROM .. :.:0 Jo MCDwy~ 
',<..-J ' ~" I 

SUBJECT: MURKIN' (44-388~1 

Morris Cunningham, Washington representative of the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, called Inspector Bowers during the 

w-. . 
. "'_'iM~ 

..... IL_ 
!, L-"",.,., -....­

...... &f .... _ 

".. s,.c ..... -.-
r ....... _ 

~ ... IC_._ 

afternoon of 10-30-74 from Memphis, where he is covering the James Earl 
Ray hearing 'in 'Federal 'District Court. Cunningham said Ray had testified 
to having sent a le~er to Senator James O. Eastland (D-Miss.) shortly after 
:be had been sentenced to prison for the King slaying. Ray allegedly said 
~hat he told Senator Eastland in the letter that he personally did not shoot 
King, 'but was partially responsible for his death. (News reports, 10-30-74, 
on the hearing corroborate this and indicated that Ray's letter to Senator 
Eastland was read into the record.). ' " , : 

I 

Cunningham said he called Senator Eastland at his residence in 
Mississippi and asked him about this matter. Eastland recalled the letter 
and said he advised Cunningham about it when it was received, however, 
Cunningham does not recall this. He said Eastland had told him he had 
forwarded the letter to the FBI as he does many similar letters he receives 
from prisoners. ,.', Cunningham said Eastland suggested he call Bowers to' 
determine if the 'FBI could locate the letter and to tell Bowers that he, . 
Eastland, approves furnishing contents of the letter to Cunningham. 

a I Bowers pointed out to Cunningham that we were precluded from 
~ doing so under Department regulations. It was pointed out to him, however, 

~ . -. 
f that should senator Eastland desire, a copy of the letter, if located, could 

. , 
• , . t be made available to the Senator's office and the Senator could release the 

~ letter if he wishe's. Cunningham said that should be satisfactory with him. ~? 
;:. He was told he would be advised as soon as this matter could be checked out. He r; 
~~ can be reached through the news room of the Memphis Commercial Appeal, ~., 

;) area code 901 526-8811 in Memphis. _ 1 l!fc-.'ifJI i- -3 f t (,/.:iSr 6 ~.; 
;~ ., This matter was checked\~ith Zourtney pa~:, Administrative I~ 
~ )- Assistant to Senator Eastland, who indicated he was aware of Cunn!pgham 's request. i E1 n_cIMos

r
U. rCeallahan . ~ _~!S; • 

• 1 '-Mr. McDermott SI! NOV 5 '1974 :-
:r 1 - Mr. Mintz 1 -Mr. McGowan -i 1 - ~r. '~bhardt" .... , / I_ -:...~} .... :,~r •. Bowers 
~ CBF.~,(9) ~ . -d C/~ .. lo~. 

!~~~~~ ~ 51~~~r=_."'::"'!"~~~~~' ~~H~OV=.1~~ _H(--=Ir.~ t l.:I!tilijl1lj,~~,!! 0 .. 
- '. -- - - ----<" - .... ---~ 
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M,cpermott to Jenkins Memo 
Re: MURKIN 

He said that shoUld we find the letter in question and furnish a copy to 
him, he would be glad to handle the matter with Cunningham for the Senator. 

-. Bufiles reflect that Senator Eastland made a copy of Ray's letter 

} 

available to Inspector Bowers on 3-17-69. Accordingly, a copy of Ray's 
letter, see attached, has been made available to Courtney Pace on 10-31-74 
so that he can handle the matter with Cunningham • . 
RECOMMENDATION: 

For information. 
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Republican Party of Georgia 
St~t~ flll~n(e C~mmlttee _ 
SUite 60~ 1 .. 30 ''''cst Peachtree Street. N. W. 
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-

7 /1 

.. . ,- " 
, / -
~ ..... -­....... 

I .: .-- ... ~ ...... " 

t 

s· ~~ ;"'1 L • 
, 

'l'erplo() 
S::·o~'; • 

G()or~in 
:~ 
30309 



"3, 

I .. 
• · · ... .. 

w c 
U c 
(5 ~ 

~ 
« 
t ,. 

W ; 
~. t 
'40 u... 
0 , . • 

~ 

I 

I 
-1'"\ . ,- .. 

J ...... 



.... .. . ., 
: . 

.. 

Your File No. '44-1987 
FBI File No. 44-38861 
Latent Case No. 91075 

, 

April 24, 1968 

/' 

" I · 
'/ 

t, 

" 

I 
: 

J 

. '" 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI i40~942G 
., 

Latent fingerprint previously reported on the 
Remington model 760 rifle, serial 1461476, Q2; the latent finger­
print on the telescopiC sight, serial HA17350, on· the rifle, Q2; 
latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint. 
on the newspaper·, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave 
lotion bottle, part of Q24j and the latent fingerprint on the Sqhlitz 
beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of 
James Earl Ray. , 
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PURCHASE OF 1966 WHITE MUSTANG '!PO-DOOR 
BY ERIC S. GALT. 2608 HIGHLAND AVENUE. 

," !"ROM OlmER. WILLIAAI D. PAISLEY. ON 
AUGUST 29 and 30, 1967. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D te 4/13/68 
a __________________ __ 

-,,~- At 8:30 A.M., tbe records of the Jefferson COUCl.y '. 
::: .' Department of Revenue were examined to determine the regist6re;J , 
, .. -', OWDer of an automobile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38993, 
:.. 7hese records'iadicated that this tag ,was issued on Octobe-r 2« 
~ 1967, to Mr •. ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 

:>; - Alabama, ~or a 1966 MustaDg, two-door, eiglit cylinder, Vehicle 
:.~" Identification No. 6T07C190647. This record also indicat&d 
~(:·:r.. that' this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag DO. lA-88354* 
i/.:.:. A check ot tbe records concerning this number revealed that 
'.~.,..;.~.1" ' this' number was issued for the same automobile to a Mr.' . 
.. ~ -.. 
\S.:.. WILLIAM D. PAISL£Y, .701 48tb street South, Birmingbam, A laba:Da , 
,...- .... # ,- ••• , . ' ~ • 

)¥l~:'\ ': ~h~ ~ougb~ ,.~hi~.car from Maring. Crawford Ford Company, Bt rmingba~ ~ ,'. 
~~'t;o:";:':')" ~1\.~ceml?er.~15,_1966. Th~S car bad,originally bee.! reglster~d ':. " . 
';~~~' .. !': W.t~~~~Dg,C~.~'W.tord Fo.~d ~ompany, on.Ma.~~b ,11, .. :1966,,~as,b~vlng '.<;::"!).,~.-.'.;~ . 
. ~~(~:~ .. :~': .. be~~!sOldj~OiMRLVIN E.:HARVEY, 33ll'Highland Drive, .Birml.ngham..; ;:Ff/;,;:.;~ 
:~:,"£ ~he record shews the car was transferred from HARVEY's nilll\9 to ,,,,·;.'i' .' 
~1~~~J .• PA ISLEY on December 15, 1966, and was then transferre:! from, ':.j .:~; ~~r"':~ -.~. 
: .•... :!.. PAISLEY to ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 

Alabama, on. August 30, 1967. 
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On __ 4...;,/!..,;;9..:;,/..,;;6..,;;8 __ ,at Birmingham, Alabama 

SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and 
-. 

.. . 

" 

-. -. , 

~.. .f! 

~ , 

,' . 

.' -- • ....... ..~? 

, . , 

" 
'. '-..... -------. .:... . 

f .~ ;":":~~~.~:.~~: 
.. l! • 

,~ ~: <:~"::-":!Y:~:;·. 
; II· ;._#-~",: .. ~:. ':;::.t::7,.:--';' 

~ ~ .. ~ t .... t_ .. .,.. 
J .... .., "'. • .... ..., 

/.. .' J • tI ... < ~";...?t!..'" f"-cl:.'<. 
- ~ ;0.1 ....... -~-~y.~ . 

I ~. ,-. •• ~;'; '.!-::":~: 
• '.~ 'i' .;~ :.:~: ~. 

t_ ~ .~ "t. ~ • 

~ 4'" \ .. ' ,-, <~>:~ . 
File #I _-.;.;.B_H_4.;;.4.;;;..-...::1~7;...;4;..;:;O~ __ _ 

.. ~ :. 

by ROBtRT M. BARRF..1T:NPS :j:1l :jlJt Date dictated ---='/11/68 " 

Thi. document c:ont.lne neither recOIIUDendationa Dot COIlclu~ion. or the FBI.49 the property or the FBI ~nd i. l08nej to 
N~W5~~iI~e.p!t~.mt to be di.ttibuted out.ide your egeney~ & 
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'PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that 
,. barge line between New Orleans and St. Louis, 

he worked 0:' 
and thJJt h~ 
recall~d · 'would work 20 da1s and then be off 10 days. He 

GALT saying that,he was married, and that his wife 
.li~ing "over in Rocky llidge," referring to an area 

was r.o:t' 
s~th "f 

~~~ood, .Alabama. '. .' .~, " 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 . ~ , 

, J' 
.1 ~ •• '" ' 

Dale __ A-,=p,-r ... i_l.-...;.9~!~19 ___ S_8_'_;'·'_'; ~'?~. {~ , 
1 •• ~ 

" . .. . '. '" ·(.i:,;".~,', 
.~. " "'" .'" . ' . 

:..:. Ii' 
:. , WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, 701 48th Street South, 
.. :...'.,:', '. Blrsaingham, . furnished the followiXJg. 

~.;.~ ~~. . ~ , I.. ".' .<1 ~I " , .. 
~:'~_ .. ~:: i· II.; • .,..~!. . . ~ .. ,,- _It~. I ..,"1:',' _~ • -.~ ,:t., • , ~ i 

,~,~""", On August 29, 1967, a man later identified as ER:C 
.:; GALT came to the PA ISLEY residence in a taxi cab. This man 

~~']'" .::. apparently .. as the same man \tho had called earlier in 'th,~ 

. ; ~ 

~·t~; ~~"'J .: day'·and talked to PAISLEY's wife about an ad the PA JSI~~ had 
~1).!.:~~·.::,:· placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 1966 , 
~;m1,~::,;-,'-'Yhite Mustang. PAISLEY showed ,the automobile which ba~ it ",:..;, 
!.ri-f#~;:?''::red ·interior to GALT and ,offered to let .him test-drive 'ths" :.; . :";J;: '1 
~"""r-'·· '."'''J. ~ t ' . ~~,.~·~-;.:-:c.r,~:;:'GALT,.re:fused to drive he .car," .. saylng he did .not' have " ".' .... ..,.-;:: ... 
~~~tt~;~:aD~Ai'aba~ ~c:tp.vers"lice~se~"·but'~he:."~i~ :have:one in, wj19ia~ ~·'''.ffft!?t~·[; 
~~~~"--:'(':'!:PAISLBY rtheD drove GALT around the area,' and during 'this ::. !'~"'~ ;~,!~),~~.~'';'' 
I"-.A>. ~",' ,oW • t J Ft. ... • 

,~·j-.r;5~~~~~drive picked up PAISLEY!s son DAVID. When they returned to " '., 
'~; ::.',: "the..; ~AISL'EY residence, GALT said "I'll take it off your 

·hands." GALT said he did not like tho off-white color of the- ' 
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT th~n s~g-
.gested that he give PAISLEY some earnest money, and ask~d if 

, ' PAISLEY would .drive GALT to .,the downtown area of Birm1ngbu~ •.. 
;: It w.s then agreed that they would meet the next day at 
. · about ,10:00 a.m. at the First National Bank to settle the 

t..' • .} 

.~:, . '. ~deal. .GALT told PAISLEY that he, . GALT, had his bank acc~~-rt 
":~ .' at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked l'A~SL£7 
~~" how he wanted payment for.the car, and PAISLEY suggested a 
;~~-:: .. :,,·:~e •• hier·s check. GALT said he did not' know bow to get a 
\::,:[~ . .' ' " easbier'. check. and PAISLEY said he would show hi~ bow 'tho 
-~~:" "Dext da7." PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then t.~c'k 
.~',:.' " GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, wbere C:Al:r get . 
~~~" t out of the car.'

5 
.!. • .~'" * I jI~ • .--. ».:~./ . 

. ;$::: .' . ~ ~'.. .:';,-:.' , ~.> ,,: . : '., ...., ',' I " .' ::'.; ~1' :..: 
~'';::';' "'\... The DeXt day PAISLEY received a telephone call frorl; 
I}: : "~ ~GALT, who said he would meet him at tbe First National Baro\ 
'C~·:." to settle :the deal. At about 10:15, a.m., they JDet in frent .~ ,', -; .. ~: 
i~~.,:~'\.., of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt, ,.; ,,:: t ': 
'3,!,:",';~.; ~ pocket and gave it to PA ISLEY. PA ISLEY sugges~ed 'they ~o ' ,,' I~_~ 
'r::' \;" 'inside the bank and count the money. which they did. -, P.\!Sl·~x , .. ; ~ I 

:/1" J,.: depOSited the money ,in the bank, and GALT went with PAXSL£7's . 
" :. SOD 'to' a parking' lot 'Wbex:e he took possession of the car • 

. 
. :'Lf .. ·· ': 

III .. ~;"', :~,1' ~;' . • 
, , 

\ " 

, .. 
File 1# BH 44-1740 I On 4/9/68 at Birmingham, Alabama 

BAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN 058 
~4~~~a~n~d~R~o~B~E~R3T~M~.~BA~RRE~TT:: __ --~RMB~:~m~a~s~--__ --------~~~------------~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

WILLIAM .. DAVID PAISLEY, JR., 701 South 48th Street, 
B1r.mingba_, on April 9, 1~68, furnished the following: 

Sometime in late August, 1967, PAISLEY's father 
.: ...... ,' had rUIl all ad ··in the Sunday newspaper in 'an effort to sell 
./~.·I'.~· .,. their 1966 wbite two-door" hardtop Mustang with red interior 
,I -',': and whitewall tires. They advertised the car as being for 
"~/:::,f sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later identi-
~;.~kh :' ':,' fled as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLEY at the 
r;~~~.~·~ . ·~ .. home of olle of his friends. PAISLEY's father was driving th~ . ~, 
},-tr~:I:~ ... ::-.'~ ;car and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove around . 
f.~-J.d;;:,.;:.~,>: .. ; .:;th~: ... ;t'ea 'for awhile and then returned to the PAISLEY. restdenc9 •..... ' 
;:.;n~~";;;·::{·.,:.~LT 'a~d n~t., ~sk' any .lIuestions, .look"at the. motor 9r.: in·:.tba _.tn:~!t.~:2 .. ' 
t!,,;!.~:::!'··~"~·}Of.;.the .. car~: He said,''''''I'll'be glad to take this car otf.Jour r'':':''?1A~'' 
~ .. ~ ... ,,, .. ,, •• -,. 't "!. I I t ~. , 

~~~~'::.':~ -·· .. ,~~jhands.~~.;.'" Be tben ,agreed .. to give PAISLEY's father a d~~. J:a.yt,~~t . ,,-.-, 
ffi;7j·~·:!i.""·1i:f· )Ir;: PAISL'EY. would take GALT back to downtown Birmingham. · 
r-,;~'~-' ., Tbe), then agreed to meet, the next morning at the First National 
i'-' Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has his office 

in that building and PAISLEY at the time ,was employed in th~ 
First National Bank. 

,1 

.. .' Mr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain 'a casbl~:::'·s 
check. PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First ~ve,~e 
Korth and,20th street, where he got out of the car. That 
evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at the tele­
phone number GALT bad left with PAISLEY's father. PAISLEY 

··was·unable. to talk to GALT as he was not at the number callt-d 
~ . 
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming house on nigb-
land Avenue. The next day PAISLEY's father received a tel~~t~~e 
call fro_ GALT who said he' was six blocks away from thp T!rst ..... 

::~':. . . National Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYs in fro~t of 
'~';:", . the First National Bank at about 10: 15 A .M. They met in f6"o':Jt 
.~~. -: · , of. the bank at 10:15 A.M. and GALT produced $2,000 in cash .. ' .:'_--;:-.' 
:'~-: . . Dostl), twenties, with some IOO-dollar bills. They steppoe~ -:,. 
7''::~: .1 .••• "inside the bank wbere the money' was counted and GALT was ., .. ~,': . : 
•. ~'.~~.: ,. given a bill of ·sale. '.Io;···~;:t:;.tI~.:;?..; . 
. ....., .... ;"". -4 . ~ /=I,IJ'! .J ••• ., w ! I p', • ·~.,.,I!'~i:J::!':~~~:'::~"'· 
, •• :.J .-" . ~ f .... ~ • ~'J ., • ...-:, I-~ *,.. -a'r I • ~, ., .~ - •• &~;. 4.~~:..~,:l')" 
... _-".. _ i6 -l -J. ..~"¥.,'.I" .. " .. 1 . ~ !-~. I '-:- ;~~·i:~::~·;t",;.;;.:;s:t 
,:._.1 J "~I '. ~ ., I I ~ f "'. .... , ... ~\It.!.. "",... ,. ... 

- .... - ~,.. , 'i ~- -"'. -" j~'~' i";-· .. ~:~.:·,o/i.:,·;ll 
',' ""'! -#I' <#.l • I' .~ - .. ~.~. '\ '!Ii .~: ••• :/ .. : ". ..,. ':;J I': ... ~ 

''''-=' - t ~f'l •••• 1f'·~_·.'''''A:..,.·l.t''''::~'' 

il':~" :'" t .. , . 
, , 

.... ,~-. ' • 

to ." li J ." 1..' ,,.. ;. ... ~. t ~ ,.,. 

.~ I .. ~ ":\":~~ •• , 
;' I ". iii ". .... 'It j c, II , 

. ..,....;..,. ! .. ....' ..... """. .-

. . ," On 4/9 .10/68 at jlirmlneham, Alabama' File 1# _-&;Bu:HL....!I4~~~-:.J1..!.7.!;t!1.uQ~_--:-

SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and .':~ 060 
bY ROBERT M. BARRETT: BMB :ma s : j bt 
~?94 [)ocld:3~131. p.age 51. 

Date dictated _..:.4i-t!J9:l.. • ...;luJu!;.:..6~p~_-
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On April 10, :1968, DAVID PAISLEY observed an 
artist's conception of a person who had purchased a rifle 

. at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March -'29, 1968. P.\ !S~ i. -;. 
said this artist!s conception did not resemble ERIC GALl. 

J~~';. "., • ~ _'.IIt .... ..,. ~t ~ ~.""'._, _r$l. ._ le ~ -t.~ • ., '" .. 

? ~~:! J ". ~ ~. ~ ,. ~ i '. , 

. . 

~:~t~.. . "·.~1 PAISLEY said h~s father had told GALT duril"\g the 
~t.I..~-: ' transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for the v.=s~: ~ ~ 
!-'\>:,' as the PAISLEYs would cancel their car insurance by c:llli~~ 
:t$~~~'>r--' State Fal"Jll Insurance Company that day (August 30. 1968\. 
7:i! ..... r .. iJfl f 

e.;~..:;,-" . . _ PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions or !4a1 '. 
~;;-1;~-::~:J' ' .... : anything further about car insurance. ' ' ,_:. . ,,"',:.. 
~"r..' # J • _ ~ .. II 4- "I 4 t __ ..... •• ~ .' _ .~ t 

=::f,fs::::''''''~·' l·rc:~;,~".,f#l:.F.~~':~.t-.~·: \.~ ,,,' .:pl:t:1.n :: •. :$",~: -. '.~~ ". ~,... '~:"'...,:.: .• "' ••• ~·~~~""I~#.Il: "'. f·-;.;'~.~~._. 

~~~,:"'~;::f~;,;i,.!k;:\'i'~ .,t·pur~Dg~ his!;c(;ntacts.>with 'GALT; ;'PAISLEy"'i3ald',hEf ' .::~, :<;~ .. !~:{.~~. 
rJ!~f;~,~···~·""."1lever _detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor dId he obSE'rvo _"" 
;.z~'..:.1:;:;·;:· ... ~z.GALT smoke cigarettes. PAISLEY said the ad for the autoc.~l!\ Ie '~., 
'fJ.w.:~·-'·::'·":-'bad been run in the ''Blrmingbam News" on Sunday t August Z,7 i ;95'Y .:' ,. 
-~ :~: oD17. --
,- . 

.. , 

'. 
.... I 

_ PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PAISLT,:y-: ~ 
Mustang, saying that this was the cleanest ono that G.~t" h&~ ~~,~ 
Be also recalled GALT saying, ttl 've get Ifty money 1n the.' 1~:."- 4 "'tt"'!~ 
'Trust, tt and did not refer to the bank as the "BTl,S," ~:h 1-: I. ,~ 
commonly done by natives of Birmingbam.' In conr.ection ~i.11~ 
GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was lIving en ~o~k} 
Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the JIlountato." 'PAtS!L: 

:,. :'t-

-.,z-;.-.: recalls GALT :~ying, "~eab, that's the way it goes. ft , 

~ .\.;:.~ ., It ~ l~"-:t':'"':#.. ... ~ ~ .J ~tf~. - .. t ,t" ~ \. !' ... 
. #!.~~-r. ... ,.-. •• f • 

:~.:;::::: -- PAISLEY said _.the price of $1,995 t .. or the Mustang 
·:-t~ .... , "a~ $300 too much, but this 'price was never questio~ed by 
~;':( .... ' -.GALT and this price did not seem to bother GALT 1n aray v:aj>, 
;(;~:.- GALT said be bad been saving his 1D0ney and because ber ~C'r~E·~ .'"~. 
~~J~.' • barge be had .. no place .to spend it. _~",,-:~, 
!: ~. ~ ~ .i'.~ l '1 It .to • "to _ ..: .;:,i 1Ii.;;~ I \-

l'.E2,:'" PAISLEY,said be 'could Dot recall how GALT Vias ~:(·~t~,! '~ .. -. -., 
!t::t:~:, on August 29, 1967, ~ut did believe that on August 30, 1961. 
~"~'" ". GALT was wearlng a sport coat, a dress shirt, with Be th'~ ... 
~:~;:{~,' ,open at tho neck.' .. ';,' ',' , .P::-.·.:,:.·:':~,~f~.~1t; .. 
i~~~~.: '~""~J'. I , .. ' .. ~~,:.J';;~~~:::f.. i ~. ; II \.t ........... ~ ... ,,~'"':..; •. ;-\"~~! "J. 

't:..~·';· • '_ -, '.' -:- ',: Prlof:·'.to GALT's 'taking possession of the. c"'r 0:1 ' ... "; '~f!.~'~~.:"· 
:::;:(~:' . . ~ .. 
~ .. ':,;"" August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's fatber asked GALT bow GALT ","as goi.-.,.. 
';.~..;.:.. to get his driver'S license. GALT replied that be bad a 
"., . , , 
, . 

~riend "over at the rooming house, tt wbo .ould takf) h 1m \t') t t-rP 
place where he could obtain a driver'S llcense and changc- -: ~(:. 
registration on the car. . • • '. 

. , 
. 
'" 

, 
J 
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1~.'" ftl record, NUMGER ',' 405:-942' G , is furnished fOR O:=F1CfAL USE ONLY. 
" ~nrormction shown on Ihis fd~nrmca!ic,;;; n'.:cord rcpr<:s~nls date furn;sJ;(:ctFlSJ by fingerprint coniribu%on. \'v"H'?: 

fINAL DJSPOSmON IS NOT SHOW. C OR fURTHER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE JS DESJ?::O, COMMUNICAtE 
WliH AGENCY CONTnl3UTJNG THO:.r: FJNGERf'RiNTS. " • 

CONT~!urO;: Of 
~. 'JNGU?~NJS 

. 
• • It • 

" · . . 
hcriff's Office ," . 

An~cles, 
iior:lia . " 

" .. .. " ~ .. 
lice Departaent 

Angeles, 
litornia . '. , 

· . . • . . ' '. ~~ . ~. 
.. 

'., 

" . ,. 

. 
, . 

~ · " . 

• ' . 
J .... 

.. 
" 

" . 
",' 

• ~l:·iffts Office" 

, 

.ir P.ipid~~ Iowa 
, 

licf;!"Dopartmen~: 
ton, Illinois 

" 
'j " 

. 
ce Department 
azo, Illinois 

" :'.It .. ,/" , 1. 

County Jail 
cago, Illinois 

, , 
• 

. 
". ,. , 'I 

. " 

tc PenitentIary 
~, Il'linois' 

. 
!;~.:".1Pcni tcntiary 
~iac, Illinois . 
, .. 
~ -- .~ ~II .,. 

~ .to.. ~ ... 

NAME I.ND iruMaEit 1.R~ESTfD Oil , ,-11 OtAAC! . 
RtC£lY~D 

," 
IRes Eal"(nay:',' FeJ)ruary .. ;'. ,,:'" , -, 

16 163 1~9 _." 19, 1946 ;'. . --,.' -. '_I ... .. . . • . . ., . A' . " " , 
Earl Ra~ October' suspicion of' 

9908' 11# 1949 burglary . , . , , .' . . , 
-, . . " , ~ 

,. , 
" .. - f ., .... " -'. · ,. 'II _II 

Eari.' Ray 
139648· . ," 

October 
11, 1949 

· . · · 
" 

" 

.. " . 
. 
• . " 

.- if 
..~ 

, , . , 
_. .." . 

, ,Ear i. ltay 
4 

23, . 
'. ' .. ~. III .. \ .. 

III.. 11/ . 
, .. II \ 

. 
", 

" . 

. 
~' 

, . , 
.. , . 

,\II .,.. .. 

'. .... . ~ '. 

· . · -,. . . .. 

." , 
June 1;3, 

'. ,'1952 

. . 

. 
July 7, 

. 1952 . , 
in , 
transfer 

',' from '. 
Joliet 

" . . " 

suspicion ,,'. 
459 Penal Code 
(bjtrglary) ,,::/.,. 

:If " " • , , . .. : 
. " 

. •• 

" .. 
, 
.' 

vagrancy • 
" . 

no operator's 
license - no 
State License -
no City L.1cense 

rObb~ry (Gun.) .. 
III ,. )II .. 

,. 
robbery 

. . .. . . 
'. _.... 1. 'W, III _ " ~ 

"': -' 
... iii .. " 

• ~., III. • 

,,:obbery '''~' .'~ " , 
,f/ • II '. • "'I'. ~~ .... . -" (-

r9bberY ~ " ; , .. "~ ~.: ' .. 
~ , , " 

..,. .. -
" . -, . " . 

, .. 

' . 

r • , ,. 
, .' '. 

-,~ 

'. DJSfOSITION • 

. " 
• • j ~ • JI ~: ... 

/ 

.' . . . , . . 
..~ .~ .. . . .' ... 

- ,~ , .... .. 
8 J:onths Cot! 
Jail suspend 
2 'years, . 
probation 
served; *'f 
90 days Coun 
J:ail; 1"6 
Deco:;tbcr:30, 
1949 Cs1294 . . 

• 't ., ~. '. ,.~.. .. .,... .-.. 
" . 
released, '·to 
,later. 

. . • 
Grand Jury 
$3000 .. " .... 
./.. ':~. ,. 1111. ,,. 

Junf,l 13, ,19 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
.:L :tb:2 years 

" 

. ,." 

L':.tQ:2, y'ears" 
~rarch '12, 19 
discbarged: 

" 
, . 

olotions indicated by • ore NOT on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only os Investigative Jeacts os • 
possioty Identicol witli su~ed of till is record.' , ~ ,. . "~ , .. 

" ' '. ';. .. ";: •. ' : / • • "John Edgor Hoover 
f ..... " ~ ~" .~ -, ; _. lIt. j -- Direclor • ~~ ••• '1 . . 
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The foHowing fni record, NUMnJ::R -, '~~5· 942 G ~ ", , is furoisfled fOR OfFICIAL USE ON 
• Informc~ion ~hown on this Identification P.e~ord ropresent~ dota furni~hed f~J by nn£}erpriot conttibu~ors. "Url:r-?:: • 

• FINAl DJSPOSmON IS NOT SHOV/N 'OR fURiHER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE I,S DESIRED, ~'lJfi'>"'u .. ·",~"". 
\VliH AGENCY CONTr.ltiUTING THOSE F1NGER?&'<INrS. • -, 0-

COHTRJ~UlO;C Of 
fIHGf~N"'TS. 

, , 

Sheriff ts Office'-
Edw:lrdsvi~le, ,:' 
IBinoi's . . . -" 

• • • ~ II! .. 

, 

AA;tcST!O 0% 
I:ECflVfO CHARGE 

• ' •• ' • "II .. " 

:lmcs Earl Ray. August' 'burgla~y and 
{/2640' :. _~.. 30, 1954 larceny,. . 

# _.... ". '. . .. ", . 

. 
- l»sPOsrrloH .. -

.. 
'II' • . " 

... 1O'''. .. •• _.... . .. - ;: 
.. " .. ~~:.: i 

", 

.. 
Police Department James, E. "Ray'" ~Iarch 23, 
U:lnnibal", .. #40714. " ", . :'.. 1~55 . ': 
Missouri .~ 

investigation 
~f.brcaking and, / 
entering'Post 

-'0 

. '. 
,-" II t • 

~ ~. . 
, r "" 

Stnte Highway 
Patrol ' ,~ 
!:acon, Missouri 

. . . -, 

ited States 
3rsna1 
n~~ City, 

issourl . 

, " 

• . 

{' .. 
herl!f's Of.fice" 
nsas ,City, ' 
sour! 

, 
Ited States 

" tentlary .. . 
avcnilorth, 

as I' , ..... : .. ' .~ 

".~ ! ."" " -. .'" ,:',;.,J ,. ••••• :, II. 

..... tlf·- , 11;.;~ I • ' 

• ~ ... ...... .. ;- II ••• ~ 'I ~ ~ 
*.. • ~ " • r" .". 

.~. ."",~~.~. • • : ,. jA 

.,~f' ••• ~,.r'~. t 

• ' ill, ~ ".. I ., .' II ~_~ ... 

,. 
-' 

'-, 

I ••• • 

~ . , 

. . . 
l1.ce D~par .. tt1~nt 
nt Louis, " 

ri : . . 
_- .-r. ""," ., 

• - II ... 
.. " 'I • A . . ~ . . . , -. . ... . ~ , 

"II .~" . . 

. . . 

'. 

.... 

~ .. 
: . 

" . 
" 

'. 

Ray 

" . 
. . 

Earl Ray 
98-L • . 

, . 

• • 

" : : ' . • t •••• 

" , . 
' ... ' .. :. " ... 

. . .. 
" '-: . . . 

", , 
" " 

" . 
· . 
· ... 

. Eafl Ray 
71 ' 
, , 

", " .. . 
" ... .#.. ., 
. '.~. · . . 

Office _. "1O 

March 23 
1955 

o . 

# .. 

.~ : .. 
" 

cashing stolen 
postal money,," 
orders 

o 
~ , III -. 

. 
, .. 

A!arch 28, :Col'sery Un! ted 
1955 States Postal 

~Ioney Order 

, ~ .. ,,--" 
2!3, ForgerY·-, 

Goverruncnt 

." , . .. ~ 

II .1' ~ "J' 

•• 0 

",' 

. . . 

Post Office 
LaVIS • 
Forge .~.; 'ltt)Jiey' 
Orders. 
" , . 

,.' 

. . 
... 

. 
II! ~ _. I 'I 

.' . 
" .. 

', •• " •• 111 

. : 

•• "1. .. 

i _ •• 

." 

tober 
10, ~959 

suspicion of . 
robbery:' " . .. .. .. 

" .. 

" 
o 0 

. ' . . ~'" ... 
• 

, .' o • 

, , . ,. ..... ., 

cntenced 
Jnonths 

stodyof' 
ttorncy'ven 

1y 7,,1955 
years and 
ths' ' . 

'0 

o ." . . 

'. Notations indicoted by • ore NOT based 0" erprints i" fBI r.~es but .ore listed only os investigative leod~ O~ 
be;ttg possibly id."tico' with'subiect of this record. -: '. • :. .' . . '. 

, " ,. .~: .• " .' John Edgar Hoover 
• • JII •• C· .. -., 
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~ The foirowing fnl record, NUMOE~ ~05 942 G , Is furnished fO~ Of::ZelAl USE 
, Informo~ion shown on thb Identificotion ~ccord rcprc~ent$ doto furnished Fm by fingerprint cor.frihulofS. 

fINAL DISPOSITION IS·NOT SHOWN OR fUnniER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, 
''11TH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE f'NG~RPR'NiS. 

, '. 

Police Department 
Saint Louis.' 
llissouri' 

'11 J. 

.. 
. State Penitentiary 

Jefiel·son City, :" 
Missouri '.,' '. , 

, . . ' 

to' 

. . ~ 
.iI" 

,', .. '-, , . . , . 
.. . 

. . . 
• 

" 

; State lIospital· 
Nuobcr 1 

, Fulton, llissouri 
: ,- . 

SO l'~"'ll'h1s 'l'enn 
: 

... 

. ... . , .. ' -·t! 

.. 

, . 

. . " 

. . 

. , ' 
., ' , , . . 

" . • 

, ' 

" _I.', . 

, II. .. ~ . .. : . . I.. ... . . 
, ' 

.. 

AUUUO O;t 
RECtIV~O 

,.. -. 
. 
" 

James Ear1'Ray.~ Octob~r 
#81071 "'. .' 16, 19~9 

icion of 
obbCl,"Y e'. 

tealing'and 
gitive other 
thol·ities 

" 

j '. • ~ • 

, " 
• II! .: ••• . , 

Jane~ Earl Ray 
#00416 ' .' 

.. . 
r, 

. 
James Earl Ray' 
#37045 

. 
Jar.\cs Earl Ra¥ 

'#39729 

. , . 
' .. 

f '. 11 ... '. 
. . . 

. ' 

. , 

J "t I......: , . 
'" -'.' -,:". 

I • 
.. -" • '.' j 

~ f I ., 

, . . 
l' •• , , 

, . 
'f • -~. ' 

. ' , , 
, . 

. , ~ 

. ' 

. , ... 

, . 

l.lal"ch 17 

196~ " 
"TC" 
operating Jllotor 
vehicle \'iitllOUt . 
pcrti'i£sion' 01" . 
owner 
l"obbel'Y firs t 
"b/~ DDWIt 
(2 charges) 

. .. 
cpt~~ber~atient 
, ,1966 t 

. . . . 

-19-68 
." 

, . . 
" , 

91" • .,-.. ~ ~ 

., 
' . 
• ·,11 ,. 

I ••• .. 
~, l ., .; .. 

,; .. . 
~ 

;.. ., .~ 
.' . 

, . 

. 
, . 

. .. 
• I·.' 

murder 1st d~. 

. . ' 

.. 
, : 

. -
" 

."' ,# f , . . , . 
'., 

~ '.- 11 

t.: ! . 
.' .. 

..~" :." l · · . .. t ~ • . -.. "~~. . , ,--. 
t • It. ~Il , 

... l .' . . 
'. . • -II 'It 

, e' 

! - •• 

til. • • 

... 

.. . .. . ~ 

I .: .. , 

· ' 
~. 

• 

. . ./ 

, 
," 

" 

20 years 
7, 5, 
concuri:' 

" J 

1 23 
d 

_. ' 

.i " 

. ., 
. , - ''', -: ~ ~'" 

I ~, t 

•• .' •• 1 

'. -•... ~." ., 

. . 

.' " ~" .f. ... " .• 
" .. 

• , I' .-
-:t ... 
~. I ~~ It 

~; ~. II • . . _... . 
, . 

~ . 
, . 

• 'Nototions indicoted by • ore NOT based on fingerprints in far files but ort; lisled only os inveslisoliYc I 
being possibly Identicol w;th subiect of this record. " . : ~,' " • ' . 

.' • , '. . ". • ..,: •. , .. " ' .' • John- Edgor Hoover 
-.' . • . ..... ..... . ,.... .... ' ,-:. " Director" 
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~"'tll,......,tnl' FBI record, NUMSE~ 405 942 G , is furnished FOR O~rfCIAl 

Informa:i"il shown on this Id~r.tificotion Record rcprc#enls dato furnh:led fill by fin~erp(int ,..,..", ... ~. 
fINAL D:SPOSliION IS NOT SHOWN OR fU~THER EXPLANATION Of CHAt:GE IS DESIRED, 
''1JiH AGENCY CONTnIilUTlNG THOSE flNGER?im,:rS. • 
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lh~ foHowinS FnJ record, NUMBer. , is fVlt'lish~d fOR OFr:crAl 
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Info(ma~ion shown on this Iden:ificotion I~ccord rcpres~nts data furnished FSI by fingerprint con:rib~tor:. 
fINAL O:SPOSIiJON IS NOT SHOWN O~ FU~ln~R EXPLANATiON OF CHARGE IS DESIREO, 
WITH AGENCY cONnimuTiNG THOSE f;NGER?~INTS. 
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Notations indicaJed by • o!~ NOT bosed ol'! fingerprints,in fBI files ~ut or~ list&d only os investigative Ie 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. • • '...' • 

• • '. ' ,," John Edgar Hoover 
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, ,n-; following rBI record, NUMS:~' I." • • 862 ,651 A .. ·· ... " , Is tw .• 'ishod FOR OffiCIAL USE ONLY. 
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-'. 'tC'overt cer;;ain incrtmina-cing fi.n~e('?rints,. .i.dcnti.ficatton, . .' 
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a plea of g~lty on ~y behalf for·.any terlC o£ y~3rs, but with 
'a \,iaiver of the death penalty. Ir' you. are successful in doing 

so, I \rlll cn~er such a plea at tho convenience of the 'COurt 
and all concerned. You hav~ ~uaranteed me. that if I do enter 
such a plea, that 1#ha ·lenth p~malty ~eeds must, be \'laived and 
t.hat I will not .be s~n~chcc.j to de.~th ... ~:i . ~''' .. ,: ....• ~'::'~:' " 

-•• - III • • •••• : ..... :.: .... '4. -, ......... .. . . .. ,: .- : . .... " .. ",.: ... . 
~incerely yours, ,; ....... : " . : .. A' 
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FD-102 (Rev. 4.1$.64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'Date AUt'il H, I~~~;!! 

, , 

Ml'. RAJ.,PH MERRDl'£U CARPENl:ER,',~,.4844 Durbin stiocct, 
Memphis, Tennessee, -telephone G85-5618,:advised thnt he is n 
snlcs~an'nt tho York Arms Company located'nt'162 South U~in 
Street, Memphi~. . , 

" " . " Air. CARPlo:NTER recalls that yesterdny, APloil 4, l~nn, 
be wns in the above fltentionc<l store tnl1d.ng to Qn~ of the 
other snlesmen in the store when an individunl entered nnd 
Du;,r;equcntly bought from h:J.rn' n' pAil' of DU!Jhnell b:Juoculn\·o. 
'fills individual entered the store at about 4.00 .in the' " 
nJ'tcl'uoon. Mr. CAUPEN'nm estimates this to be thc COl'l'cet 
t ;.I;,e :Ulc1, in pnl't,. \Joses his, cst Ima i.e on the" fact that 
thc\'c wel'C~ picltcts "parading '·in front "of" the stOl'C nt thn( 
tlNe, '11'. CARPENtfER' recalls' that Ins this';:individual pl'oceeded 
further into the store he t~rncd to this 'individual and nsked 
if he could be of nsslstancc." The:indlvldual stated thnt he 
'.,;'!:hml to purchnse some binocul:.rs, and 'Jr. CARPENTER-told 
J;~.II thnl he \'ms nbOllt ont' of binoculars and 'belt'eved ,the 
(J!ll!! oues he hnd in stock wei:e 'n pair sclling·,for $200 nnd 
I'IH" :ml' l~nil' sl'lling for ninety-soMe dollars. The indi vidua 1 
fH:~l('(l that be believed these were"too high priced tor him, 
tllJ': l ;:C:I) I.)·. CAnPENTEn l'ccn lied tha t . thCl'C 14ight be ~ cbenllcl· 
. ~!," o~ hinoculn1:'D in thc window and adv'lscd the individunl 
i', t ~·,c \':oul<1 li,ud out. Nr. CAnp};NTEn thercupon \7ent to 
t:i ' '::;H~)lay ,'!indo\'! in the tron t or the stOI'C and dctermined 
t!l.~t l:u:,,'c V,:Hi on dlulllny t\ pJir' of Bushnell b1noculnl's 
'-:c'" !JUt: for :~~.;!J .. fJ5, HC'!' bl'OU!~ht these hinocu\nl's b6\et( \0 
: :~/; clI~;lo:;tC:l' nnd e.xl>J.~ i 11(.:(1 tlln f. they were n JnpO\nc~e import 
u;· ,::(~llc,.· (;md.i.ty. 'ihe i.ndividunl seemed to in<l;.cO\tO' that 
"(1 i~i.thc' .. l'Cl!OenJzc..-d the nar.l~ OJ' thnt. he aCl'cO'd that. ihel'O' 
r:C"'_;'c none goo<1 J:ll,;ltlNSQ impol'l:l. Tho CUG lomer l'a l!.:cd l he 
h~ 1l()(!l1'nJ.'~ to Ill!; eyes t\ud i.n no~c InanllCl', nol now l'ccn lIed 
hy II" CAnm~N·t};n, indicated thAt these ,binoculArs-were 
~(:,:( !'tn},)e, ' 

:'~". CAn!'HN'J'Jm l'eCnl1,8 thnl. thc customer askO'd if 
j n~"'l'ucti.onf'; were In the box, nud Mr:' CARPENTER .advised hinl 
thnt there ,'!ere instructions in the box,,' but :nol. Much was 
needed Lo be known to opel~tc the binoculars, other than to 
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just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr.· 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which be 
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and,added the two figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
or similar type carrying case. The store does not record 
or maintain serial numbers for th~]se binoculars and it is 
not known what, it' any, serial number tlas on this parl:lcular 
pair of binoculars. ' 

)lr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 Size. 

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 

-. Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
,Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

White 
)fa Ie 
26 - 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Black or'dark brown, neat,' 
combed straight back and not 
parted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Colo~ not recalled; no glasses 
.orn 
Ruddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
None noticed 
Dark suit, not known wh~ther 
or not pants matched coat, but 
recalls pants did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes Dot 
known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no bat worn; 
whIte shirt with noticeably wide 
space at the.co~lar, neat looking; 
dark tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tie, which was 
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tied in a long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between 
th9 collars; tie was noticeably 
pulled to one Side, not in keeping 
witb g~nerally neat appearance of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing 
regarding the eyes,. nose, 
ears or other features 
.noticeable. Customer's 
hands vere neat, though 
nothing outstanding was 

. noticed about them. -, 

Mr. CARPr.~~ER recalls that the individual reached 
into his right front pants pocket to g~t the money with which 
to pay .for the binoculars • The money y-;as not in a bi t lfold 
or a money clip. The customer withdrew two $20 bills from 
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes "ere $20 bills. .The customer 
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into 
his other front pocket with his left hand and secured two 
quarters and a nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the 
payment. After purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 
walked frona the store and Mr. CARPENTER told him to "hurry 
back" or some similar parting statement, and the customer's 
reply is not recalled, if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER does 
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the 
store. 

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen 
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels 
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be 
able to recognize him. ' 

The customer, while in the store, did not ask to 
see any other merchandise sucb as rifles or guns or 
ammunition of any ~ind. and made no inquiry at all concerning 
any other merchandise. 

! 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that ~hen the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in th~ store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEY, n clerk, W~9 ~l~o sOM~where in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but be does not know ,whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . -' . -.. 
1 

-Date __ 4..,;1-.,;1;,.6...;.,1_6..;.8 ____ _ 

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN mcd SA RALPH J. LIEWER contacted 
RALPH M. CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms Company, 162 South 
~in Street, Memphis. Mr. 'CAnpEN\~R was informed of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN and he has prevlou~ly been interviewed by SA LIEWER. 
Be was told we had an additional group of photographs we would 
like him to view. He was told th~t no signl!iC1nce should be 
attached to the se~uen~~ or arr~Dge~nt the photographs might 
be in when he saw th&m. Thesf.) l,botogral~hs were laid out, ~one 
after another, on the second floor a~ay from bY3tanders and other 
employees in the York AnL~ Co~pany. 

CARPENTER spent at least twenty minutes reviewing 
carefully each of the photograpb~. He expressed some hesitation 
for a t~e between a photograph ot one RICHARD S~ITB and the 
photograph of ERIC S. GALT. No n~es and no identifying data 
ot any kind were furnished to CARPEtnER -in connection with bis 
study of these photographs. He did state in connection with a 
photograph of SMITH that he thought this was" local )Iemphis boy 
whom he might have ReeD. He tun~ed this photograph over and did 
reject the photograph as not be1r,~ identical to the one to whom 
he sold the binoculars. 

He studied ca.refully for approx1IUtely five minutes 
the photograph of ERIC S. GALT and m~d9 c~nts concerning the 
appearance of GALT. He stated tba hair was generally similar 
to the customer but thought 1t ~jgbt be just a little bit longer 
than when the customer- h~d been in the store on April 4. He also 
6~id that he recalled tbe cu~to~9r he vaited on did not have 
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they vera More like the eyebrows in the 
photograph of OALT. He also stated h~ h~d no recollection 0% 
seeing GALT'~ teeth and thought he h,d a smile when hewalted on 
him. CARPENtER also said he h~d DO independent-recollection of 
GALT's ears appearing &8 they did in the photograph, but he then 
said he did not notice them particularly. He did furnish the 
following statement regarding his identification of the photograph 
of ERIC S. GALT: 
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by SAC BOBERT G. .JENSEH!lJ.nd Date dictated 4/16/68 
~:A JI ... ~LPH J. LICna .• bn 
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"April 16, 1968 

"On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group 
of 5 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen 
and Special Agent Ralph J Lievar. After careful study of 
each of these pictures I placed ., naae on the back of the 
picture which I feel most rese.bled the man who bought a 
set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms, 
162 So. Main St., K9mphis, Tennessee •. I was not furnished 
any names or any de~criptiye d~ta regarding any of the 
photographs shown. I was also told that no significance 
should be attached to anI sequence or arrange.ent that the 
photographs were shown to me. I did turn one photograph 
oyer as I tho~ght I recognized this to be a local Keaphis 
boy. I did not however recognize him as the person to whoa 
I sold the binoculars. 

"In chOOSing the photograph I was guided bl ., best recollec­
tion. I reaember that the man who bought the binoculars 
did not have he~vy eyebroYs and were about aediu. like the 
ones in the photograph a6lect~d by me. I did Dot sell any 
other binoculars on April 4, 1968 

"Ky 8ignature atte8ts that I all 1n agreement with 
the 1nforaation set forth on page OD8 and page two of th18 
state.ent. 

/s/ Robert G Jensen 
SAC, PBI, Me.phis 
April 16, 1968 

/s/ Ralph J. Liner 
SpecIal Agent FBI 
April 16, 1968" 

/s/ Ralph M. Carpenter 

-/ 

It should be Doted that the name "ERIC S. GALT" 
was Dot furnished to CARPE~TER, Dor ~ he in a position to 
read the Da~e when he 2igned th~ b1Ck of the photograph. His 
cOD.eluding rermark9, ..-him were J:1,~dt;t at approximately 11:20 a.~., 
4/16/68, wer9 to the effect that, "I don't own a suit. I -
suppose I will h1V8 to buy So suit so that I can go to court." 

1~2 313 
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1 L April 25, 1968 

'" Date _~~:.:.:..:..-....;..---­
, ( 

, ~. 
'Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, 

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at~Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER,. Room No.2, 
4221 South-Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. She said she 
bad looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact sbe had never seen one like it be~ore in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the Jnen in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did'not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to "walk up and say hello to 
SIte right now." She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him. 
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On April 24, 1~68 Memphis, Tennessee FUe # -..,;}.:.;.le;;..:m,;.;.:p:..h..;.i;.;..s~4_4_-_l_9_8_7 __ _ 

. . 
by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M..;.._D_AR_L_I_N_GTO __ N~: j=-.aP::.-_____ Date dictated 4/25/68 . 

. Tbis document contain. neither reeommend&tiona nor conclusions or the FBI, It i. the properly of the FBI and i. loaned to 
your .geney: it and it. content. at., not to be distributed outside your ogeney_ _. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'4/10/68 Date _.....;.--.,;;~ ______ _ 
1 

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STF.PHENS, Roo!!,' 6-B, second floor, 
4221 S. Main Street, furnished the following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Hom~cide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, .and SA FRA~fl(LIN L. JOHNSON: ' 

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated be is 46 yearR of age,-; 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in t~~ north wing of a rooming 
bouse, the address of ~hlch is 422~ S. Main Street. This 
rooming house actually coverR th~ second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in 'the 
nortb building in the southea~t corner of the north building. 

Sometime In the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their room. Bis .1fe, who has 
recently been In the ho~pital for an extended perlod of 
time, was in bed in 'their combination of living-bedroom. 
He was in the kitchen, which 1s east ot the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of tbe kitchen. Immediately north of him Is a COMMon 
bathrooa wbicb is located at the east end of an east-west 
hallway in the north building. While be was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came fro. the bathroom from a point 
within just a few feet of where he was sitting. - He has no 
way of knowing the tilDe but can only estimate it was sOIIletilile 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. ~ ~ , . 

Upon hearing this flhot, be wa lked 'out of the ki tcben 
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto 
the hallwaynnd obAerved a .an running west down this ballway 
and this man was carrying a 'large bundle of so~e kind. He 
would estimate that tbis bundle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
lIIan and the bundl'! only "'CPll!ntr.rl1y, hI? gainod tbl) impression 
that the bundle was wrapp6d in somothing, possibly a newspaper. 
This lIlan continued running to the end of the hallway turning 
left (soutb) and apparently th~reafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street, althougb he could not actually see the lIIan ---K0ing down ~Q~£air~~Y~. ________________________________________ __ 

22 

On __ 4_/_5_1_6_8 ___ at _M_e_18.;;..p_b_i_s..;..1 _T_e_n_n_e-:B_s_e_e ____ Fi1e It _ . ME 44-1987 

~ 

by __ S_A_F_R_A_NK __ L .... I-N ____ L ..... -J-O-ID-{ .. -SO-N-----/b-~-----Date dictated 
~w 65~ I!ocld:329391~1 P'i:'ge 68 . I • 
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It ima~diately occurred to Mr. STEPHENS that ~ 
this was the 8am~ man he had seen earlier in the afternoon, 
possibly around nid-afternoon~ standing at the door to 
room5-B wbich is lOcated immediately west of Mr. 
STEPH!!NS f:J living-bedrooM. Be statad that around mid­
afternoon he had &e9n a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at the entranee to ro~ 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He 8aw the lDan's left side. The man had nothing in bis hands 
at the time. He assWIlE'd this was some new guest looking 
at a rOOM. .' 

~$ • ~I I • 
! • 1·. • 

)(r. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained 
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that 
he, Mr. STEP~S, iQ a'di~abl~ veteran who haR been treated 
for tuberculosis, and he spp.nd~ lIloat of his time in bis roo •• 
with his wife who i& also ill and who at present is a bed 
patient. .', .-

Sometime after seeing thlaman with Mrs. BREWER, he 
heard someone in room 5-B and a8su~ed the .an hebad seen 
bad rented tbe room D9xt door. Be stated tlat be recalls 
on several different occasionA hearing footsteps in this room 
and also leaving fro. this roo~ pant. his (Mr. STEPHENS's) 
room and into the co.-on bathro~ at the east en~ of the 
hall. Be was also very auch a.are that wben the person went 

1rom roo. 5-8 to the bathroom,. that person remained in the bath­
rOOM for a cOD9iderable period of time. He pOinted out that 
this 18 particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom 
.bich aust be used by a number of different tenants. He 
also specifically recalled that only on one occasion did 
be hear the commode being flusbed and he wa9 therefore curious 
as to why this person was spending ':'0 JDu~h time 'in ',the bathroom. 

- -,. 

'. Jle stated tbat on 'tbfl taAt oeca5ion that someone 
V~Dt from DtJmber 5-B to th~ bathrOOM prior to the time he 
heard the shot, ha would estimate that that person remained 
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During 
tbis period be h9ard no noi~es cOJling frOID the bathroom. 
He also specifically r'!calls that during thi,s fiame period, 
Kr. ~ILLIS A~CHunz (phon~tic), who occupies ro~ 4-B, immedi­
ately west of 5-8 where the n~w tenant apparently was .. located, 

'1-'. 

, 23 
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had knocked on Mr. STEPHENS's door and somewh~t~iangrilY 
inquired as to who waR staying in the bathroom so long. . , ' 

It wae at the end of this latter period'of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above d~scribed shot which he 
was certain came trom tbe bathroo.; H~ stated that i~mediately 
after the sbot was fired he heard Bome people located across 
the stree~ east of the building where he lives, screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the .~nt, the fact that people 
acrOSB the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the 
best, he did not hear any additional noises coming fro. the 
bathroom. He pOinted out that he would expect to hear a 

"scuff Ie" cOIling frOil the bathroOlll if the man in the bathrooa 
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
cannot recall hearing such a "scuffle." He stated that he 

J simply has no way of knowing whether the lIlan came out of the 
b athroOll, went into room 5-8 and then ran out of 5-8 down 
the hall toward the front ot the building, or whether the aan 
in the bathrooM ran directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the fr~nt of the building. He stated he did 
hesitate a few momenta after hearing th~ shot and hearing the 
screaming outSide before he went to th9 door and looked down 
the hall to.see the ,man running carrying something in.his hand. 

, . 
',; ': . 

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the 
north building of this rooming house at the time of this 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHEHS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's Wife, 
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe 
anytbing, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHWtZ (phonetic), above, in roolD 
4-8, who came out of his roOfll and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the see time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE J,r.r·":TrER, a deaf and dUMb lady who re­
sides in room l-B toward Lne front <_est) of the-north wing 
or north building, nnd (5) the unknown Man who had occupied 
ro~ 5-8 who was running down the hall as previously stata1 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHUL~ Made .some remark 
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the 
unknown man apparently made sOlIe kind d reply. 

, 24 . , ' . 
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear 
footsteps in 5-8 and could hearfootateps between 5-B and the 
bathroom, he at no tim~ heard any'conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the naw tenant checked in' until the,time 
he beard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pOinted out that whereas 
bis hearing is not too good, it is very eaay to bear noises 
in the adjoining room~ of this rooMing house and be definitely 
can hear normal conversation coming from tba,t room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when be Saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he SaW what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, be only 
saw this person from the rear. He pOinted out be never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows: ' 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair: 

'25 . 
" . 

NW 65994 Docld:32939131 Page '11' 

Unknown 
Whi te ;' '/" 
Male . 
"in bis 30's." ' 
5' 10-11". ' , 

" , 

, 165 pounds ~ '; "",. 
AVI~rage :', ' .:" "-';" , 
Wan stood erectly 

,Described aR sandy, also 
_, described as "dark blond" 

U' having the, appearance of 
.. unwashed sand. 
Further describe~ htrline 
as receding on left side 
(and presuaably on both sides) 
aaking it app~ar be would have 
"p~ak9f1 on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
tba front,center of his head 
bet~een the peak9. Hair 

, combed straight baCk. Normal 
or average h,a1rcut. 

1_ _.:. <0' 1. .;' 
, " 
, -, 

" 1,j' " 'I ", 

" " 
I ~'. ,., 

, ' . 
., ~I ,~I' t 
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Dress: 

General Appearance: 

26 

. ' 

.. 
Bare beaded, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual • 

.. 
. , , 

. 

" 

.. 
.. ' 

" 

'. 

. ., 

. . ' 

.. .. 
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. ,'" ': Date _---.;;4""'/..;.,7:,../..;.,68.;..... ___ _ 

, CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422Js South Main 
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he was with his wife at the above address., He stated 
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date, he began working 
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair. 
He said he took a ,radio to the.kitchen and placed ,it on the 
'table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the 
bathroom which vas used by all tenants on his floor." As he_ 
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next 
apartment to htm, ApartMent 5B, leave his room several ttmes 
and 90 into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just chec~ed in to Apartment 5B that 
afternoon because he eouid hear the door of Apartment 5B 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then close. ~.. :. 

~ ~. T 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that 
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this individuai seemed to be spending 
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 
as .ounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS mn from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is 
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying,a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn 'left as if he vere trying 
to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment 
and went to the 'bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window. STEPHENS said that he-then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running screaming.in the 
vicinity of the hotel.' 

, " 
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SA JOHN W. BAUER ' " . , ,., 

b)Sf._~E..P~N H. DARLINGTON : JW9~raj , !: : Date dict~ted 4/5/68 - .. 218 
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Mr. STEPHENS stated th.~t th.., JM.D "ho was in 

Apartment 58 had'cbecked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. He stated be was BUI'e of this because be had 
heard the landlady showing him the apart_ent at that time. He 
stated be glanced out of his door and got a fairly good look at 
the man who be describ8d as being a white male; 5' 10-11"; 
"eighing 165 pounds; slender bUild; ruddy complexion; sandy 
hair; bad a long, sharp pointed nosei wearing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or black Ruit, white shirt and dark tie. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that the man who be saw running 
out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who bad cbecked 
into Apartment 58. He Raid he could only see the man who ran 
fr'oIQ the bathrool1l frO'ltl behind, but bis general build, hair 
coloring and clothes were the same as the individual in ~ 
Apartment 58. 

Mr. STEPHENS described the individual be saw running 
out of the batbroom as follOWS: 

Rac, 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Bu11d 
Complexion 
Hair 
Clothing 

White 
Ifale " 
5'10-11" 
165 
Slender 
ltudd1 
Sandy, slightly OD dark side 
Wearing dark suit • 

Mr. STEPHENS' add·ad tha t he h~d never "met the man who 
checked into Ap~rtment 58, talked to h~, or .knew his name • 

. - "i f 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs. BURNS stated that 
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container, approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it 
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said 
she could not recall any other items which the white man 

• purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for 
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for the item. 

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, "and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the 
time he approached her, and she furnished -the following description 
for him: 

Race: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

, 126 

White 
45 
5'7" 
165 pounds 
Black - could not recall how 
he combed it or anything further 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

4/4/68 MemphiS, Tennessee 44-1987 On ______ nt --------_____ Filc 1# __________ _ 

~v _ SA ORVILLE V •. JOHNSON / jms 
l 'NW6~~ltI~-~5 

! 4/6/68 
Date dictated ---------
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- " J.tt:s. BESSIE RUTH BREWER; Resident }.{anager, rooming 
house located at 422} South Alain Street J )lemphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis~ 
Tennessee, Police Departm~nt, at which ~ime,s~e furnished , 
the following in~ormation: ,,:', ,I ... : :.'.~. : ...... :.. : , :", .':f :.:. ',! ,~ .•• -. • .' ,'" -" 

• ii 111' ~" • _.... ' ~"" ~. -n III ./ W....A ~J' "~i,. "' •• 
• • :.-... ",'7 I ..til' .~ • ~ • :. ~...... I ': Jl •••• ~.,. '1 •• $ -JII •••• ~t. ~ ...... 4l.... . --.; 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 ,P.M'-· on April 4, -1968. 
a white male knocked on the'door of the·second·floor·of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. ~RE\fER "if she' had a room •. :~ She" 
replied yes, and this individual then a~ked if he could see. _, 
it. Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No.8; which is located in 
the southwest part,of the building~' and ,the individual'put his 
head into the doorway and after "lo,oking; stated ·,that this. 
would not be satIsfactory as he did not need a stove and 

. refrigerator but only wanted 'a sleeping" room. ',:.Mrs .. - BREWER 
then showed this 'individual Room 5-B~' and he put his head in . 
the doorway of this room and said it. 'Would be fine;.' At this·· 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the:' " 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located· in the,. sam~ 
hallway as Room 5-B. She and this individual'then returned' 
to her office •. The individual stated that his name was JOHN .:', 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week;' .~ . 

• ~ .. If • '(..' -: • *' II 11,,: ¥ • ..:.. .1: -: ~ : ~ : •• _ .. ' f "t,,: ~ ,~ t oW 

.. " I.. '.~.~, ,"';:,..,. • -...:\.....::"tII " 
WILLARD then' asked' her how'much' tlie"room rent would 

be :for one week, and Mrs. BREWER replied $8.50. W.ILLARD then 
put bis hand into his right trouse~ pocket and withdrew a . 

, twenty dollar bill and two quarters and >'handed the money-to ... 
her. She gave him change-'in denominations of ... one ten dollar' 
bill and two one. dollar bills. 'When' WILLARD arrived at·;·tbe' 
rooming house; Mrs.'BRmVER did n~t notice any, luggage in,his 
possession, nor during ,the brief conv.ersati~n with WILLARD ,.~. 
did he volunteer· any information concerning bis home;~esidence, 
line of business, or :.mode of ,transportation·.'_,:'WILLARD was not' 
required to sign any'type of register;' and the'only written 
record maintained of the transaction 'was 'a receipt ~or the 
$8.50, which was made out in the handwriting of llrs. BREWER. 

, .;. f. ;:. JI .... • ' " ~~ 

Mrs. BREWER was' unable to' state if WILLARD 'reiyrned . 
. , 

, 

4/5/68 " On ____________ al 

. . 
.' "JI by SA ROBERT F. BOYLE:jap . 
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·to Room 5-B or if' h~ ieft\.the buiid;~ng:' at ;;,ny. time .a:fte~ 
renting Room 5-B. Mrs. BREWER ~id ~C!t -;again ,.obse,rve 'WILLARD 
after he rented, the,room.,', .... , ... ,' .J. .' ",.:. , .. :, .-'., 

.; ,' •• ".'JI. f::' .. ' :t~:~11;,:.·-·.,: ...... -:4,~::··"' .. :_ t~ 

., Mrs. BREWER's liusb~nd·reiurned home 'from work at 
5:25 PtM~ on April" 4, 1968, 'and at:~that .time }'1r~':'and Mrs. .. 
BREWER commenced' their dinner. Atter dinner Mr. BREWER' " , 
then turned on the' television set and was watching.the . 
"Rawhide" television program, and }'lrs. BRE'dER did, the .,' ' 
dinner dishes.- Shortly art or , completing the .. dinner dishes., 
lirs. BREWER also sat down to watch' the "Rawhide" television' . 
program •.. Within a matter of. a couple of minutes; l~s. BREWER 
'heard what. she 'thought to be a'gun shot coming .from the back 
of her rooming house. Mrs'. BREWER .believed .that. this m~st . 
have been around 6:00 P.M. oJ! Apr1.1·~, .,1968. : ,She. a~vised ,.,,:. . 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot.. -. Her :husband 
took time to put on his. ,51 iPpers' and both :of ,;them ,then . . 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building ~ Upon··· . 
arriving at this 'point, }'Ir .. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however" a law enforcement officer was in the back 
of the building and instructed both Mr,.and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. ,-'Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise Buch as someone running through her • 
building atter hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building' toward the J...orraine Mot-el.· . 

,I • t , '.' fI '" .aI-. /I ~ J/ # .... • ,. ~. 
j I ~ t" • ,.....-. t t ,"" -til t _ " • Will .. 

· Mrs. BREWER examined cash 'that she had. on' .liana" 
and determined that she had thr-ee $20.00 :bills 'in her ,:', 
possession •. , She was unable to sp~cifically pinpoint _:w!lich ' 
$20 .. 00 bill was furnished to her .. by WILLARI? ~or: payment.~:t .. 
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available. the following' ~, 
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes:" .. : .. ':' - .-; 

~ II: II o'"'~. ~.~ . t _,II ; ,-" ,f ~. ~. .1#' J' : i#. • .: .. .... • ~"'~!II' ~~ 1 ""~·.I'( ~. .. 
• 'J t • ~ 1 ~ • ~ ..... ,..... ~ ...~,., .. 

... L. '(1) . Series 1963-A, Serial" No: F14002844A :: ~::~, .:. " 
• ~'. -ll:.J' •• II I' ... ~; » ".. • J' r ~: *..." .• -, '.,#' ... J". _ -~, .. 

- ~,t ~ ~";.t #, .' +.. ...., -" , ., 
, . (2) Series 1963-A," Serial No: lIi6164663A" '" 

, • ~. • :;. ": " to" • ~ .. 1. 04 • _ .. Of 

(3) Series 1963~ serial':·N~. 'F0644'S143A -. ' . 
_ " •• ,. .t -" .. -.' I 

,." _Of ~ ,~",..; .. '.;", ... • #I' 

.. 

'l~~. BREWER furnished the'following description 
of WILLARD: '," , ," .. , 4· " • 

• • 
,." f ".~'.:::~."",~. "", -.... lit . . · Race: 

. ' Sex: 
. Age: 

.. : , .. l"" • ~ . ~:., .~, wh'i~~'~ # _" • :"', :." 'f 

. "'ale'~ '", ',. -, .. -... . -~ "~ ... 
;. p, ~.,,, ." 

:'. .~ ','ApproxiJriately 35 years 
~: "~ .': ~:~ "\0'_. ,It., •• ' 

!I;' 10 . ,," ~·t.'" -~.~ ... #J. ....,. ,..... 

_., II ~ • • ._" -. '..' ". . -- ... ~' . '" .... 

. , 'f • ; ~ '. ~ ........ < ", ;:':, ~;' .:~'.." , 
II /II- ~/'./_.~. ,- •• ~. '.~' ~~. _ •• 4.... ~, .. _ ~:I, ,. 'lI! ,fit 

.f 

, , 

'. ~. ' .. 

• " + ~ ~ "" " .1",,, .. ...., .. : fl •• : ... II· • .. • ..-" 

'-rilli\1"8~~ld:~~-Pa ~ 
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~ ~ I .'. <t~ Ii -- _.,:. ';,~'.:."~' "; ,-';'! ill; .. ~. \ .. ~ -. 

II, .. _, JII , ..... '1 ~, ...... ·:~\.·II ~'~I"-:"'" ." .•. _~::. ~"~:·'~~;S-.I;: I!Ir""P:"".'" :.,1' ........ _ .... 

, ' H i ht" -,', :,. "',\ {,\. -: , "':"5'1-'1'" t" :;6t-:~ .; : ..•. e g : -"., ";." . ~:--:;"U I fII...' 0 ~ .. ., • 
Weightf' " -'. : .. ". ,:, ' _. .." 180' pounds :.~ .... ,j' • , , 

Build: . ,,' , , "'-~:'-: -:, 'Y',;. ''';It!edium (carried w~~ght well) 
Appearance: ' "'-:'.- . ;';-::. . Real, neat: looking~ ,clean 

, '.,. " shaven. ':;.' .' .- .'> -, #' .;, ·t~~".. ~c 0: _ • 

~~ .. ~ .. ~ ... :; .... ~. '''J I ~.,I ~~ .. ,." :"': • f • ~ '''''. ·' .... ~II : 40:, '. '. -I • 

" Mrs. BREWER etated 'that; WILLARD, appearfid- to have a 
smile or a sneer ,on _.his' face .~uring their, entire conversation; 
'did not'appear as _though:he',was t:he,outdoors typa-;', was . 
wearing a dark sport jack~t'o#'short jacket;, at? he did_.not-·­
have to pull the jack~t b~ck when h~ reache~ his right, hand 
into his poe~et for ,his Jno~fty; ,did not., notic~ -any rings .. 01" 
watches; paid no atten~ion,:~~ his,'shoes, .. pants.,'.shir~" " 
or whether be had on a tie~ but was qUite.positive,that he 
did not have.a hat; did' not give "thp;- appearance ·of' needing 
a haircut. nor was he wearing a'mustache or 'any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention to bis teeth -'while he was talking 
~nd did not particularly notic~ about any part of'his'face, 
including nose, mouth, ears. chin,' or-'eyebrows:' _ .. ' .' 

• -. ."~ I .~'. , ~.;.. 4 •• '. t ... _; _:'It.: .~ -: .,. 

, Mrs-. BREWER' claims that ~he did no~, .particularly 
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had ~n h~s face." .,' --;':, ::'~." .. ',.: .~ -:,- ~.~ I"}, 

'f _ ,"" I _ t • : :,".~!II _ -~.III .!,,, _ I:' -t·· \ '_111 .-'" 

" ;'-. Mrs. BREWER did rp.call that when she pointed out 
the bathroom facili tieR' to 'f.'lLLArD, n',fe 'told -him t.hat ever7on'e 
1n the area of bis 'room '"a.o; ~$uaily quiet;:but that the guy next 
to him usually drinks, a little bit;::, Mrlf. BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD then stated; "I take a ,b'eer.', C)'nee-:'!n' awhile myself." 
Mrs. BREWER claimed that she, told him-that was-all right as 

'. ".". \ • 1 long as he, stayed, 1n his' room and ,kept. quiet. -, ' .... -.:,-. .- .'* 
"I," t ,!II • ~ ., •• ~ :w-, ,,, • ~";':II"." ~,.~"'~. __ ,,~, 
,~ • Ill. .,p '. ~5 f "" • 1':,:.: I' II,,:~ .• ~ II: 'II v,l ., -: ";-)I>:t I. 

~.~-. Mrs. BREWER was' unable to state"whether"any of the 
other roomers at her.rooming house.had an opportunity t~ 
ei ther observe or have any c:ontact wl th WILLARD p ' 'nor was she 
able to furnish nny additionaL 1nro~atton concerning 
WILLARD's activiti~s during the brief l)~riod that he resided 
at her rooming bouse. She claims that she·does not believe 
that she would recognize this individual again from a 
photograph or 'it she had an OPl,()X"tunity 'to see him 1n person,'" 
but qualified this by stating that she probably would be 
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on 
his tace if she were able to observe 'that -'in' the future. 

-, 
" , 

- • -. , • .~ ~ • ~ .:.: *J> ~... JI -... ~~ 
•• ~ oJ • I'" , • t ... 11' : :~ ~ ~ 

.. l' 1 ' ( . - . II\" - ,It • .~ • ~II _-, 
• .f. ~ • .' • _..... • •• " II 

'.. " _. .'~. Ill.· ~ • ., __ -l" :.::., .~, 
',. ,. .., ilA: _. 

,Il.!r .• ~.'~' ..... "' •• 
.111 • ,,.. .. II' .. 

'O" ,. .... • ..' .. ~ .... 

, . . , 
' •• ,.. .;. ~: .:.. ::'~.:~ _~,. •• ;" ~ -·Ii .::.: .... ;. 202 
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She claimed that ,WILLARD did not vOlunt'e'o;' "any 
information concerning his'personal background or volunteer 
any information concerning his ,reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD's speech was "just like the,. rest 
of us around here; tt, and that his vocabulary' and acce'nt' were 
not out of place in 'her l"OOilling house;;..' 14rs ... BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD first looked, in, Room 8~'he remarked,that 
he only wanted a sleeping 'Tuom as "he wou1d not. be' in the 
room in the d~Ytlme".~u~~. ,at njgh~ •. :,~ '.' .:' .. ';->' :.:.: :' .. ';':: . 
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,. Mrs. PRANX (BESSIii)"BIi:EqR,;-ARci~~ ~2;, '4221 So~ih Main »' 

Street t ~emphis, T~nDes9.ee, vho t:.",nages the :.rooming house at 
this address and ~ho bas b~aD interviewed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, telephonically'contacted the. FBX' O:tfice ~on April- 10, " 
1968, at which time sbe requested to be cont~cted by an FBI Agent. 

~ " J ,. ~ ~ " ~. , : l! • '. 
~, ~ :it • • .... ,. ~ •• f • • It. _It ,.-. i '" ••• ~ ~ * • ~ '._ • ~ #., "'.. It ~ , __ 

. . Mrs. BREWER vaS, c~~tt.l.~ted 'by' 'SA : Fil~h"XLIN L'; .. 'JOHNSON 
and Lieutenant w. S.S~ripLTZ"Bo~i~ide Bureau, ~emphis Police .' 
Department, at ~hich t~e.~he:advised t~~t G~~ was, ~eginning to 
receive nail trom indlvidua.ls "'unkn01fD to her;' Sbe displayed an 

Envelope poatlQarked 'April 7; 1968, at Niagara Fallsj' New York, 
b2aring the return address, Nra. ZUCCO. 51S.·· .. Ferry Avenue, ~ 
Niagara Falls, New Y0r.kj in ,which vas ,10cated',a ona-page band- . 
~ritten letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying J4rs; BREWER as operating 'a "flop house,". the writer 
of the letter referring to ,the fact that Mrs; 'BREWER'should 
"buy some painttt 2nd ending by stating;' ."~!_11 1?et· you ,even have 
cockroaches! tt : ..... :4 • ~ '., _ -:'.. It.:_ ,! t~~"" ..... --:: .. ~-.::- ~ ~ _ ·.7" 

.. :- .-~. J 31 f ,. 7·.,.. .. * ... '" iI'!. ,~.. : T. '1 ... 1 • "lit _ i --- ~ ; : • 

J • ... ~II> -'\ 1'". ':: t • .. ., • -- $ ~ ~ - • • 1(. t 4Ii :~ 

... A second' envelope iia!: pO"stmarked :'April, 7,:1968, at 
Des Moines, Iowa, Which containgd a'printe4 religious tract 
and'neither the envelope nor th9 tract ~dantified the sender • 

.- to ., ~.l Ij>. _. flo .:\ • .;~. < l 1'.1! • t .. ., _ fIl.;_, f It 

. all the occasion 'of this cont~ct' with ')!rs; .. BRElfER.< ., 
sbe furnished th~ fol1o"fflng, inforrt.~~ion: . , t ;,,:', ~'. ;' . ", '~'" ~.,. :":" . 

• • :'l1li >": _M __ :: ..1 ~ .~I'. II ~.I-':;"~"~,,,;_.:~~. -... p~~ .. j _.': ... ' .... 'I. 

~ .~ .. .. ~ .. ,., i • II -,.. #I '-" .' 

She stated Bbe 'wanted t~ point 'out .. that sh~ " ... --:' ,,:' 
bas previously ;forgotten to advir.e officers of ,the , -: .. ." ~ 
Police Department.and FBI. Agents that' at' tile time :she··": -, 
rernted Room 5-B to a, stranger using the :name', of., JOBN.~":. :.' 
WILLARD on April 4,' 1968, '~here 93.8 a' ,small;:~,~'cheap . ~": . .,..;~-: <' . 
cnest of drawers, blond in color, ·in :front-, of :the :east .. ~ ~'" 
'Window on the ~outh·~~.ll 'of', Rocm 5-B,:whereas'·a.fter 'the-'- -, , I 

&hooting of Dr. "KING and "hen che, next ;S8.W';.Roo)U: 5-B; " ( .. : _ 
that chest" of drawers w:as ,sitting)t,gainst' the west wall'" ,,' 
of that room and th&ra V:t3 a' chJ!.il: S:l.ttiDg 'in' :front of .=. 

• ': f.,," ~,.. J f .... .$ ,i' >I ": :.? ~. ~",.: _. .._ ~ .• : J : .: i.~' , 
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that window. She';stat~d she' was p~i';ting t'his 'out since 
:this ~ou1d indicate, that the o~cupant of _ the roo:n - ~ .;' 
definitely handle,d ~hia. Ch~s~ ,of, drawers~ "', .. ,' ..... " ,. 

• • • - .. :".. ~ _: ( 0, _.~.)~ .... : •••. : t .. ' -fl, ... ~ ,"'-: • .' .: • ... 

-'" Mrs. BREWER stated- that since interv1e'~ed 
pr9vlousiy, she had been' trying to·thi~ of anything 
else which might assist ,in 1dantifying the guest who ,. 
used the name of JOHN WILIAilD~", She stated as she has 
discussed the matter with he17, husband and thought !!lore . 
about it, the one thirig'~hlch i~pressed her' most about--, 
the appearance of this indivldual w:ls' 'the fact that when­
she !irst cracked opgn the door ·to her roam after'this 
man knocked, she,~bserved.that he ~aB ~t3nding at 'the 
door with an unusual s!'I2i1e 'on his face. Sh~ ?oSnt on to -. 
state that she '\Vou1d describe th.t:' smile a!S a' '''sneert~1 01· 

. _. , 

a "smirk." She stated thSt she cannot be more ,;pecific' 
other than to state tl~t she,~as.impres3ed by this" 
expression on this,. tltritl 'u fa.ce,. as though be were tryi ng 
to smile for no reason •. Sbe st:ilted that she did not 
1n~erpret the smile as' '~n effort to be', flirta.tlous.: '... 

, • l , • III', ~ ~ • • ., : ... ,.~. • 4 1 III -j" • ",-' • E #: • 
t ·1 " : ". • '. t. /. '" _I '. • IIItt .. • .. " 

She 'also stat-ed tt&at her 'initial impression 
of this JQ$\n was that he did not ttfit in" erlith other",. 
tenants in this rotmling housp,. 3be pointed _,out that this 
r~~ming house is·located'in a 'poorer 8~ctiQn of town 
vhere most of the,tenants are al~r people or others _. 
Yith l~ited iDco~, a ~~ber of ~ho~ are ~lcoh~lics, 
and this man was cle:\n 2f1\·1 neatly dressed, giving the ' 
impression that he coul~ obta:l.D loiJgi ngin nicer '; .. . 
surroundings .".. < • ": .'.,'.,' ", " -.,',' , :. ./ ',;' 'J';> -

., • ,. ~ '.. I -I • ~, " I' ~ 14 I·J. ." ~ • : II -.t- ... ~* tI fl. ..~ 
• _"l "" t.~. . ~', .. " : ""J, ,~ ~. .'. ~~.: " +;.... .."~:.i / .. . lit ;;j t.~ • ...'" 

,,": Mrs ~ BRE"rfER at this tiZit! 'attempted to 'recall , 
the 'Worda used by this peorson'.,: As Gh~··reca11s ~ ¥.hen ~she 

,went to the ·door'and er~cked open.th~ ~cor, leaving'the 
chain :fastened, the n~n'B first ~ords ~t-re, _, !tD~ you, have_ 
a room for rent?"_ "She nnsf''2red in the affirmative: and 
aaked him whether' he 'Wanted a ro(~o by, the lleek . or' by the 
l'1onth.· He repl-ied, '8S nearly so Rhe cnn recall, by . 
stating simply, "By the week. ".!. At, th,ls point she. .,.",_, 
unfastened the chain wb1ch Rccured the partially opened 
door and walked directly to Roc:i 8 _.lac?.ted in the south 
~ing of this roc.ming hou'Se.· Sbe stated tba1:_ the 'JUan 
io!loFed her to the rco~ nnd looked insiee the room but 
never actually e~tcrerd th~ ro(~, at vhich t:l!n~ his \1!ords, 

" J .r fl.. ·11'1 • "t ;. • "~_ ,.~. f ", Il ; .:. ' • • 

14 II ',' • ~ ~~ .. " it I ... .. •. t·~· ..... 

~ : !. t, .. ~ ""'.. .. ", 
~, ,,' ~ _, •• "0: f .1.1 

... :... J" i :. ~: I .'. I 

, .. ' ",' ,; 
, .~. J,.,. . :.. '. I-JI. 

• --... :."'.- Ill, ...... " • , ... -! .. , :. 
: • _~ ... -: " '" lI. 
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as nearly as she can ~'ecal:l; ~era; ~'It7reil,·· i' do~t 'Ii:. need 'the 
. stove and refrigerator; since· I 'WOJl',t be doing any cooking. 

I was thinking more o.f· a 'sleeping 'room." . ~ .. ~ ' .. ,'. ,: ",\ . " 
',' " , ",' 0 _, c. , • .:', '0 • ~ • ",. ~, ." .~:.:- , .: :,; .,' ',.. ,. " 

At this"po1nt)!rs." BRErsRR cXplalned ,that 'the 
only vacant "sleeping 'roC'mlt

" (or' rOO!Jl with no stove and 
refrigerator) which 6he 'had 1n either wing" of 'the ~ .. ~ "Of 

rooming house 0 was Room 5 •• B in the north wing.' She;<',. '~, , 
therefore immediately walked from 'ROOM,8 in" tJi~ .. sou~1J '-:~.," 
wing across the encla-aed 'Walkway which ~cQnn~cts .the .,' . 
south wing to the' north wJng of ~he rooming house,".",,: . .r­
and thereafter to Roc~ 5-H. " Again she'Yalked in'!ront, 
of the man. 'As soon as:'sbe'openedl,tbe door,~:t'O·ROom·5-B,"'. 
the man inunediately statod 'that he':'would 'take 'that room; , 
She then walked to her rocno in the 'south wing of' the ,,' 
building, followed by th~ unkn~n man, who ,paid her, 
$8.50, as outlined previously by her, for the rent of 
Room 5-B for one 'Week in ftdvan!:e. ;', .. ' ".. -,,' , ' .' ", ~ 

'I 't;~. 111 -1 __ • ~ •• ,,~; .. , ,~_.: '~. ~lIf~'~ '.':;-01,.f; .~. ;.:' .~ •. ,..~: w j#~' ':. ,.,. ... -.-.~~: • 

lirs.· BREWER 'stated" tb.~d:'·'JQt)3t. of' the ,rooms 'in -.-, 
this rooming ho~~e can be secured onlY,:with the" use ot a 
padlock, and after .sh~ing this :l.ndlvidual. Room 5-B;' she 
removed the padlock froM the door and took. the padlock " 
with her to her, room. She ,stated.,it is necessary that' , . 
t~nants put,up a d~pasit if they secure,th~'padl~ckt but 
this tenant did not inquire as to·, how be could lock the, . 
door and did not request the padlock and a"key:;, ' She also' " 
added that she did not explain to hiLi the method "of " :: 
locking the door or that it was' necessary,.that "he, put "up· 
a deposit in, orde!;, to, abt~1" ,tha.,padlock: '.,: -~.i; )'> .~;:: •• : ::. " ,,' 

e ,,,',, 1 ' ."'" ". ,. " 11 " ~.~ .. .,- /I r ........ -tf- •• 7 111 
,; • 

• f" ~. '." .. ~ ' .............. e_: ..... ....t1l '~f':.:·.·:~···.-· .. ~w,.- -. 
'. She stated at "thls poin't "tliat 'slie' had' been· ' " . 

sOMewhat unnerved when she first looked at,,'this:man/~at 
which time he had.,tbe unuaua,l 5:n11e, on his :~ace'.;~;oor" ';., ',' 
appeared to be, "~neerlng'! at her; and thereaftet:, she n1ade 
a pOint of having as little to do with him as. possible, 
always walking .1n' :Crcont oI h;JJl and '8:voidiug all .. 
unnecessary conversation or dea~ings with bim~ :"."-' \ 

f; '11 _" --f ". • ' ... -, •• 

,. .' .. :. "~." • ..:::. ---; -'. .-:;. ':' ill • •• _.; 4 .. /' " 

. Mrs. BREWER was asked' whether she: now-' feels. 
that'she, could identify thi,s In..."ln if she se'es, him again. 
She stated that sbe thought sh9 might be able to.identify 
.this man if she s'ees hin ;Jgain. . She state~ the ~Plan, used 
no slang or unusu~l express1cna'.,and ({he could not associate 
his accent with any part~c~13r. ar~.R" a<Jdlng he had no . 

ti 1 +:·, " • ~. .... par cu ar accen.... '~ ;., ,.' .;. ~. '. • ' .J " ,.'.'~ 
,. " •. ~ ~ ••• '.f' Y " I' :. ••• ~ ,I ~ .. 

,. '" "!II .; 15"· '... II .111 '" •• ' • ~ ... '" .,,' .11, _ .... _, ~ , .... • ... "" •• ; 
_ • i _. :_. .. !-.'. .-.-.....~, I 

• .. ,I : • ., -'. ~ :" ,~'" II f .. :-:. -. ~ "' .... ~ M" 01 • I ,._ 

• j .:.,~, " ... \ '" '" ••• • '" ~;. ~ • 

,~".' -:1 .~_ .~. e' ...... ~,. -i. 1f~~ ... lI 
n"':. ". .! ",. I "...1 I ",' .... ~'! ." "; -:., ~ .. ~.;.. '" .-. 

I 'lI 1 • • .. s. ". • _ .. '~_.' '" • '" '" 11 ..... "." ~ •• 
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4 ~.: ; . :.. .,. ., -;: ... Jt. JS" •• J .. I ., 

, . I • :$ -oil : .. !II:: _~ ~f·'" -: -.. t .. ~~. • J ill 

i . ..:~'. "j • ~ "';: t.~ "" f J ': ...... .' Wi .. ~. .. ... ~ .. ~,. 
.'1 .. :';,\ -oJ> .'. ~ ";'., -. .!. . .. .~.. . i:.: •. ":. .. ! ~~. . .-.... , ... -. t !II - -., 

.. ~ ••• -.. .. ., • f !II...; -" --.. 

,.She also &t3J.t~d tJ's.t'r;h".,is 'p6sitive'she hSlS 

" . . 

. n.oev~r seen this man' lrotox'e. 'Sh~ pr)int,~d out 'that' sh~ bas 
only been handli.nt: tlia? l"entr .. l oX 'th~ ro~ .~t thi~.:. 
rooming hOl."'Se since ~f~rt::h '12, 1968, h(.fcever,' lind 'she 
would have no way of knO'11ing w~th-?'r be stayed fit this 
roo:ning house Drior ,.t'o th..-at, ti;'e. ,', .. ; .. s": ::'::';. ". 1 <.:: ~ . 

II! 7", . .. .",. . ,,'.;'" ~ ~~ .. "' .. :" f ~"" ~........ • ~ ",'II' ... 

..'- _ • f/I. ,; '. ~f.. "-. ... ! I. ..... .e f ~ • 

. : She st:1t~d that at tbe'.thtn·'sh.a bec:al!la·~the . 
landlady at this ~oom1ng h~u~e~ Rb~ 5-Bwas nccupi~d. , 
by an elderly man by the naZtl~ 0.( OO~YODORE. STEWART. ; .. :. 
This !nan was ill as of ~rch 12 t 1968, ann she believed 
that it was on J.Jarch 12, 1968, 'that be <q:J\S taken to' a " 
Memp~is hospital. . it· coupl'" of days. It1ter~ '~probably on ,: 
either March 13 or 14,.1968; t~is m~n aied.' The.~~om 
bad not been rentad ~r~ that tlm~ unt11 the time. the 
stranger using the lvam~ flf .lOR'" l1ILl .. '\RD rented ... t.his room.,. 

• : .. _~ = 5 • ,#_.; ~.1..1~'~ • • ,. ,,;t .~. : ~~ \:/ ; .. ::. : ..,: ., '*;. :-...= _. :.~ 
••• ' I: f ~t ~, -J -", ... ,~.. #'i.,#" ,11;11' ..... 

'. She ul'lllE:r:;t:~nds th~t a 'ou.!!lber of different 
persons have act~d in tb~ ca}/3c1t.y.of, rental agent, for 
this rooming .~I)~e in rece.~t n.:·ntn.-r;, ,in91uding Mr... . 
WYATT M&\DDOX. vrho i$ ntcl'! a clerk at tJt~. Tri-State Hotel 
located ncar~y, Mr. ~.J.~DOOX 11(.wer having lived :I.n tliis . 
rooming house, hr:rli~v~r, ,and :tppnrl\!ntly h:u-ing ,acted as 
rental agent fo~ only n ubort period of ti:o:e. Another 
indivi'dual wha b~ndl,,~d. the rentn1.· or' . .r007h4 'in this" . 
r·ooming house 'Y?3S R. R. TUG}'P:fOJI, tJ.n old drunk;' according 
to other t~nants ~ who' nev~r l:l.VI.!d, iu 'the r~ing house. .. 
One other rental agent &.t this rc02!n.g houS'~ prior', to ~ :' 
the t1I!1e Mrs.' BREWEa as=.;u.tted thegn dutie8 -, .,;'tiS If • V:··.·;·:·" 
SA\rnONS, who sbe· unt~rstands is n,09 $,1.: the: :\!..~d:ison .Hotel ' 
in Memphis. She :13 sure .1;hat !.fr. s~!rnQ"S was. the" rental 
agent in .Tanuary "19138, b:l5~d on 'copi~a o1<ieeeipts,' in .. 
her receipt book.;' Sh~ rec311cd t.hat'· Xt- :<',.S.1!~!!O~S ' s't.,"bbed 
bis w:t.fe Vibile 'h~ >~:tt~.·)·ent91.,~sent :it .,th:l3, r i l c)mlng" house 
and the matter received pUblicity. -1.~-"';: ,~.~ ":t ..... "-; :: . .::>,; .. ~ .:~ ~. 

...," : ' ... ' , .... ':. :' "' ,::. ''-:'' .,t i'~: ~.:: .' ':. ~ ,:..::; .' 
lr',Z'G. nRE)If~ advjr;~tl that most (t! 't:ht!' cCCup3nts . 

of" rOOi!lS in this rotl1:ling .bt)u.se :u·e z;.ure 'or l~ss permsnent '. 
~em .. ntg6 al.though· vli.~ dOto;g ('Jc(",::u~i"n.~lly· x'cnt a vacan't 
roc~ to transi~nts f.or I)nly one rt:lr;ht. '.... . ", -.: ,.' , . 

• .;~ l • - t ". i ... ~ 't t ~:. I! 'j; ~. '": '~ 

l{rs; :DR&?il;i\ '::t!l~~~~. tJatit 'th~i·~'· ~re 10:~~p:i'ra'te -. 
~ pllrt~~nts or rCoc.1:1S 1,.1 th~ t;ot)th \;'It;.g -'of tb:L-:: rtl.oming 
hfjo'J.~e and f>ix ·~~J .. ti!."~.1.; .. : ~,!f~rt~.f.:"rft:s ()~.r()o~ :i~ ~he. north 
",ing. 'I'he si.x rot'-D\!: i.n :t:h'i: l\t')rt~h id ng n~t1' 1.·~1 erred to as 
l-B, 2-D, &tc., wh;e;e,£~ ,:e,1.i~'; ro(.':I1s., in 'tJ\~ ,.~;~ttth .~jr.g l"::ave 

.~ I It ~ tl. 10 _,' _.' ## ,,1 •• ' l!l-~·. __ ... '* ~~". i 

,~ . ll;i ,I. .., 11 ..,. _; • til .. • 

".~-;'- -. # l il.~. ~... " .S , ..... __ 

... jI '. .. II fI ~: ~,. '.~ '\ ~ f 

~ t, .# '~~I : ~. .-':. • ~~ ','. ..;';- -f .' \. '. .t··" .... ~. " ' . . , ..... 
• j ' *.' ~ .. f:· ~. ~. .., 1": ~ ., ... ~ ,.. ." .. , ~~ • 
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': ~ '." .. :. , I~ .. .,'" , •• ' ,.,:'.,\ I '.': I 

t_ •• 1 -e. .,' .... ~,..'.......... • .AI 
• ~:., • l I ," .- .. " , ~ 

.' ,,' t... '. f·, "t p: '.: .• ...... :- ." 
, 4 .,' ~ ~ "' ..... "" *. f. f I:JI 7/.: . .:.,! .:"" I .... :: • _II! 

• ". -'I " ..... ~ ..... ,,,~ .... ~ " ,,-... ~ ... 
" . 

• .. 1, III -,. ._ ,.~: i: :~.' i~ ~".' ~ ~. \ojl , .'" III· 

, ,', . ),.<,,': '. " ", :~:,.:":.~.:: .. ~:,.~;.~~':' ; .. ~.': .'-:: . ,::" " ... ': ... '" 
no letter of ttJ!fJ alph:;\l,~t ':fol.lrft7'lt'.g thre' rooio n\imber. 
She furnished the '1011(V~ing i.rUol'!2atioh .concerning . the; 
status of these r~f:: 8R .0£, AFril, 4":·19t.i8,- wh~n the JJtan 
using the name JOlt~ WILL.\RD. che:;k~d 'i1JtO' .Room .5-B: . '~ . 

• ~ • --:.' .. • f., ," ~;-.. -II' .... I /I ~ '" • ,\." I 

0' .. ; :: •• ..-!t",l~: II .II' ,. '" '.~' •• ~~._ -:. -. ,. .... ~ : •• ,..A ........ : "' •• 
SOll'I'H WING- ;"., j'1. -!'. .. .~<~ ~,,~ _.. ~III • • ,l,,·1l 1li - ~' .... ~ ~~ , 

. . 

'. 

.;;....;--;.;;..;.-. .;.;.. ~..;;;. •. ';' .. :.' .~',.:::':~'~'~/ .. !~~:':. l • ... :";. ::</L~;:. ~/ :.~:' ,":""';'~' '~"~::;' ," 
(Rooms are nu:ube:-ed in a e(J1Jntcr-clc¢kvlis~ order, ~". " : ,. A'. .. •• 
starting with 800:21 No. ':;.1',' in th~ soutmJest :corw."rof" ... I! .... : 

this 'Wing of the l~~o";lng' hous~.) . :' .. : .. ~., :::,:~ ": '; :.:' .. ' '.:,":" 
_. t ; • : .. ". to" • ~~.. ,,, ".. ." ~. _.... .'..,. _ , • AI ,..' •••• _ ~.. It , ~ _: _ 

Room 1 -,VRcsnt' ,',,,:',, ':.,;,: .. !..':.',.: ... ~:.":.~~:. '~'~,~.:":"':'~"';: 
• _,:. ;, , : • :' ~. ~ - ; . ~.. .... • I I.' ~.:. .. .-'" I 

iloom 2 - Occupied by Nr; aud .Mr~:· DaE~ an.d. ""'~ ... 
-#' d t "h U 'f i' It', ".;" '..'.. '. .. ' . 

Room 3 

re ... erre 0 as t ~ .... oJ: ce. . ." " , "e· ... ,~.;: •• : '.A 

• PI. tij ,;~"" I.. .... .": :. ~ .:.- III ~ .. ~ 'r"'~ -.: . 
occupied 'by Mr<, BEaTIE t.. Rt;~i.:".s'~· an . \ .. :: '; . 
~lderl)' l1'~n who is retl1"ed and,. lI'ho .appears 
to be re3stinably rcspoMible. "She stated, 
that ~~.·Rr.EV~ ca~e out ot his'room'about . 
the sn.ne t'itrl9 as JC.r." lind' Mrs~ IHJ.E'1f~R after 
~.ll'· he3rd what they believed to be' a s'hot 

b 6 i1"" 8 . . '" ' a out :00 P.I7J.," Apr 4, 190 •... '~'.: ~ ... ' r. .• 
" •• ! •• ~ "Jo 

.... 11" , .; " .;. .. ': /".. ,. 
.. ,« ~ ;. ~ t elf. '~ '" #' ~/ • ". ..... , 

" 

Room 4 - Occupied by 'HOWARD V»;.!E, atl. old.gr Jean, I. ": "':. 

chronic ~lcoh(llli.e,· .who::wc!"~:s :t~ :-t. .handytllan :: ..•. 
at Ji;r,ts; (':rill loc~t~d n~~rby,' ,but 'elho, a~ ,-::., 
of April 4, 1968, was knO"n~, h)" .. )frs·~ ,BRE;rER. . 
to ~"a been drun.1c for ·t-wo ·dayB·;·~" )f.rs~: . ':': '". 
BR~W~ st~ted sh~. kn<aJ!, ~hat" VANCE, 'l'as' 'in .:'.:.'.:: ,'-' 
his roam as of 6:0') p.m.,' AJlri~ 4,' 1968, .:.,. . 

" " 

. ,but nhs also knew tha.t,. he' h:td"b~c?n on' a' .,' .' ~'. 
" ":t'F.o~aY 'dru'nk find tMt' be' did JI~t CClt1e:' .' .:.: 
. ,. .; t, 10 hi . • ~~ '.. I .... _,._ ,II, "' .. 

·ou 0"" IS ruOlll. .... ..' :' .... :.. ~.,'.' ," '" .. 
-" • '.. f' I • III -t' _ .. Ii ' ,.I..,. • ... ~ i_' '" ott. ~ • .. r ~.' ~ ',' 4 .~ ." 

• II • ~., .,...1 • ~ ~ II.' • t * III -).~."'" • II .. 
.... ;' ...... ! , •.•••.. -.'",/" ..... , • I!'~ , •• ' .. ~~1". 

Room 5 - Oc;cupi~d by T. J .. ,1>rr..sSEJl, . R, ~3n 75. to 80 .' 
years or : .. ge, ~b~, b,s been ill l'ccently,· 
whQ.~e h'f.'l:'!ri~ ig very de'fect:lve, nn:J ",ho 

.. was in h1s.rc~~ ~s of the ti~e of the, 
shooting., ·J'Jrs. ~R.r.W~· Mdded, however, 
that dUB to f,J~. ·l~F.SSER ts agoe- and his' . 
pbysical ~nd ~r.tal,ccnditicn, Mr. V,£'..'SSER 
still do'!"s not UUetl3rg'tand ~:'3't actually 
oe:.curl'.ed ~t!d eo:;tioufo~" to ask \\'h~ t 11 11 the 
excit~~nt ~~n about ~h~n p~11~~'of£icers 
and rIll Jte;ents .Ju~ 1;1C')J)ed or:-cuJ!~nts of the 
building. ' .. :. . ';"" ... ' ," -.' ~ ~', ~. , 

• . r, It, ~ .. ' :,,:~ • • .' :,; ~ • III • 

• II '. -.., ., , + ... 17 ". "~ .... '" f. ': 111 ~~ A".' 

••• . ~ •• II'" .' ,..... ... 'fI 

:' .. ~:; .. ~. ;.'~!':' .. -'-'" ._, t I*.. 
~ 111 ..' '" t 'II ~ ...... ~ ~ "'., .... At 

! I III > ' , 
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,~ .·,·~.~~.:.:jll , '. '" ; ... ,)..;~" .~~. .. •.• 
•••• , : I.~ ~ f III. I ~.; •••• : .~! ... 11 ~. • I 

~ ,.,.-., I, " ' .,', , .. ".., .... ,_, \.' .. 
C • ..:... .; ~ • It.." ... -11> ,~II. II ( -,II "\. __ ... " • 

• ' "." ~I ~ f: I II ,. I ' _ • -., ,..,._' ~ ;\ I ~ • 

.~. • -H " I., J JI'II .' "~. ". /I • ~ • 
• ,r. I \.- ~ J ':., .,.. .. • * • 

Room 6 - vscant. ': ll6n by the' ~nam~' o:r:'SAWEL YXLSON, 
who Sb3 utt!d.arst;~nd.a had been It tenant :for 
severa1 Months, ,vacated this roo14 on .. ,: " 

• ~. f 

A i1 3 '1968 ' .,' ' .,' . . : ,. . .. pr , to • ~ .~ • • • .. , ' If :. -~-, " ,III ... I • 

I , ,. ~ ..... It •• ' 1, ..... ~.i~ ••• >::"'·61,' ~.- :!·'.·a-
,t • I. . '.. . .~". .1 -' ... ;' • • .. ~ • , '..... 41:" ~ : ' ... 

Room 7 ""!" CCc,:!p1ed by F~'iK H.~'K!..1lLh'Y, "an elder1y ,,' 
lUn who. is a chronic.' alcoholic, who was ' 

,I, . also drunk'·8nd'.in :his r,oeN,'as of,.the ti!!Et 
, of t.be shooting. She stat"ed that !!AR~ 
did not com~ out of'bis rocm around the 

,time of the sbth,:l:ing. ,,: " ' ".: ,,~., ." " .. 
," • 'I •• 't ~. ': • ~ :. • ~I"'-' .J.' • II ~ ,.~ .:' ',,. ~~.: : ... ~~.. '."f!~: \. io ~ , , 

. '. -I Ii' -. ,,,,~ ~~ 0' ~ .' -•• t • " •• J -II>~' '. 

RooJll 8 - Vacant.' , (This 'is, the 'roo", wbich Urs. ' , , . 
'BREl!Ba first shewed ~to the. matt using the' 
'name Jc-RN, lfILLARD.) :"i', ( ':.':.;' ,~, ' .. ' , ;' ~;.' 

.• -~. f -,~' ~::.: ''''' •• ~ •• ~ _', • ,:",,- ~ "" ,.'~ 
I ~. -1'" ..... ,'- ". 

Room 9 - Occupisd by HAROm' CARTER,' a un ,55 t~ ,60 
years of IJge, unetl3ployed,' who receives. ' 
welfare checks' and who bs a,!physica1,,', 
affliction. (She stated one of his hands 
is daform.ed or "dra'RD. up. tt) . She stated, 
this JI18ln also drinks cQnsiderably. " She' :' 
does not believe h~ was home at the time 
of the sheoting •.... ,.=. ,,', :" -' ...... \, " ." :," 

! • I # ~ .~ ~.,. !.J : . . ..... ~ .... .i ..... ; •• " ' 
r\ • _j' •• _... _, ... ' ,,_ ~. ~ • • .... ~ 

RooP) 10 - Occupied 'by LroNARD EATON, age', 60, :to.:65~, .~. ~ .. , 
, '., '. who sba undera~ands to be a long-ti=~'· :' 

" ' resident at this:rooming house t who reportedly 
'~ formerly worked on ,8 '~iver' boa't.· ",She 'stated 

. it is her impression' that', he "90S in his ,. 
room "asleep at the tir.na of the shooting" 
and that he too h.~d been drinking~ " ::: ,. 

, )I ": : _< ., III : ' ...: • It'"';': ..... ~ f~ .,_,". .:, .... ~" ,,'..". '.. 

-t .. , ,,~ ,;."''- .,1 I • ,.: ...... !~ ... ~ .. ""~~.'u ..... ::t:: .# ....... ~" " .. -to";) .. , -:~ ••• 
NORTH WING:' ~"."".' ,":, ~ " ""~'~' "':' ':.::: ,,',. .• ' .. ,: ';',:,~' " 

f 'I' , I _, .1 ,.."-. 

(Rooms on north Wing' are' nW:c,ln~~l·l'Id 1-B th~~ugh 6':'S', ",:,~4 .. , 
reading froM west to east. Those doors having numbers 
have numerals only, on tbe,,~ but !ill of ".the tenants , . 
understand that the d.esignation'cf uBn,refers to the 

.' , ' 

rooms in ths north F.ing.)· , " ~r ';'. ~,: ", '.. ,,'. • , • . .... 
" . I,' .... "110 oII!.. • 1$ 

'. ~'." I • I •• :' "~"'.' ') •• ~:: -: ~ -It',. -I ... ... 

Room 1-B -'(located'~~8t ol,a'north-south hsil~~y 
wb~ch conn~cts to 9n enclosed ws1kway 

NW 65994 Docld:32989B 

, conneC'.t1ng the", t~o'wJngs of th'1:' rooming 
house) ,o.::cupied, by: l·trs •. JESSIE L. LEDBErTE'R, 
a wld,O':of whu she ulldemtands-' b»s res:l.ded at 
tbis addr~ss' for oo~e 8 to 10 years. lirS. 

, .. LEnBhTl'lm, is . Ii r ,d~:tf ~ut-n., '. ' .. , "'~' .:':' 
.. ;::1~ , "', ,:,:;: ~r~:~~~,:.:.' .. .' .,:':':.,= -':=:., 'I '.. ,,':' " : 
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"eltd t:ommftttt on ~~u~inat~ 
11.6. Jfoujt of l\tprtRntah'bt. 
m1 HOUSe ~.u1U)ING. ANCX I. 

WASHINGTON. D.C. lOSlS 

August 8, 1978 

The Honorable Griffin B. 
Attorney General of the 
United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Bell 

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch 
Deputy Assistant Attorney 
Criminal Division 
Room 2113 
Department of Justice 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

General 

In connection with the investigation of the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations into the death of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I have enclosed, pursuant to 
the agreement we have with the Department of Justice, those 
materials which we may refer to and consequently make public 
during our public hearings scheduled for the week of August 14 -
August 19, 1978. We would appreciate it if you would inform 
us by this Friday if you have any objection to the release 
of any of this information. I assume much of it has been 
released under the Freedom of Information Act, but we do 
not have a document-by-document list of that information 
which has been released. 

Thank you for your continuing cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

)t~~ 
G. Robert Blakey 
Chief Counsel and Director 

I . , 
, I -. . 

"'(Jit'(/:rjJl'~ IiltoJldldt~W)filWf!~'lill 1:%;,J:i!;::)8W(L~~'~~~ ,'~- ' 
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PURCHASE OF 1966 WHITE MUSTANG TWO-DOOR 
BY ERIC S. GALT, 2~08 HIGHLAND AVEh~E, 
FROM OWNER, WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, ON 
AUGUST 29 and 30, 1967. 

) . 

'~ 

ALL INFORHAT-ION CONTAINED \ ,' .• 
-HEnE~ IS unCLASSRIEp'~~ 
DATE ~\.~'-1> B~~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF 'INVESTIGATION 

1 , , Date __ 4;;;,;1...,;1;.,.;;3..;.,1..;;,6.;;,.,8 ___ _ 

At 8:30 A.M., the records of the Jefferson County 
J?epartment of Reve.nue were examined to determine the rl,gtster(,d, 
ownar ot an automobile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38993. 
Theso records indicated that this tag was issued on Octabor 2, 
1967, t.o Mr. ERtC S. 'GALT t 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham ~ 
Alabama, for a 1966 Mustang, two-door, eight cy 1ind~r, V""hlC 1~1 
Idcl,tif'ic-dtl.on :':0. 6T07C190647. This record also indicatt.\:S 
that. this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag no. lA-88354. 
A check of the ,records concerning this number revealed that 
this ~umb~r was issued for the same automobile to a Mr. 
WILLIAM D. PAJSLLY, . Birmingham, Alaba~a. 
who bought this car from Maring Crawford Ford, Company, Blrml1'~gha:r.1 
,.or, December 15, 1966. Thi s car had origina 1ly bee.l regts' .. <'rE:"~ 

"by Maring Crawford Ford COtr,~any rch 1. 1966. as havil.g 
been sold to MLLVl~ L. HARVEY, Blrmlngha~ 
7he record shews the car was transferred fr.om HARVEY's namo to 

,PAISllY on DecE"'ImbE.'r 15, 1966, and was then 'transferred from 
PAISLEY to lRIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, ~irmingham~ 
Alabama, on August 30, 1967. 

, 

". 

t. 

~ . 

". • 

' .. . 

On __ ,4...;,f_9...;;..1_6_8_..:..-at BI rmingham, A Inbama File #I __ B_H_4_4_-_1 .... 7_40 _______ _ 

by =-------Date dictated _~~L~ 1 /68 
Thi. doelJment contain. nf'ither reeoramendation. nor conellJsions or th4'9, It i. the property or th(' (o'Bl a~d is loaned to 
yoW' agency. it and ita.cont~nt. are not to be di.tributed outside)'OW' agency. , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

" 

1 

. Date __ A_p_r_l_1_~_ • .-' _)9_6_~ __ 

WILLI~ftISLEY; I 
Birmingham, furnished the following. 

I -...... -'. .-

On August 29, 1967, a man later idcntifi~d ag ER:C 
GALT came to the PAISLEY residence in a taxi cab. Th1$ man 
apparently 'was the same man who had called ear-lier in '( bl'! 

day and ta lked to PA ISLEY's wife about an ad. the PA lSi.'f"';'·~ )",:.. ... 1 
placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell t.hgj r 1:~6'() 
white Mustang. PAISLEY showed the automobile which ~2~ a 
red interior to GALT and offered to let him test-drlv~ th~ 

. car. GALT refused to drive the car, saying he did not. bav." 
an Alabama drivers license, but he did have one in Lcslj~,ia!\l. 
PAISLEY then drove GALT around the area, and during thi~ 
drive picked ,up PAISLEY's son DAVID. When they r(a!\i,:"r~f/ct tOo 
the 'OAISLEY residence, GALT said "1'11 take it off your 
hands." GALT said he did not like the off-whitE' colnr Iff ~ h(· 
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. Cv\LT ,th",,, 'U~ ... 
. gested that he give PAISLEY some earnest monE')", and a!7k~.d t ~ 
PA ISLEY would drive GALT to the d'owntown area of B1 rml"~kf~. 
It was then agreed that they would meet the next. da~" A't-
about 10:00 a.m. at the First National Bank to .sei,tl~ 1'hr' 
deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his bank lH .. ",::IjU·'·~ 
at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked PP.::C:);i.V 
.how he wanted payment for the car, and PA ISLEY sugtt('!-1 ad a 
cashier's check. GALT said he did not know how to g~t, 3 
cashier's check, and PAISLEY said ,he would show hll1l how. h ... · 
next day. PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then taiK 
GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, whl'rt' (-:AUI' ,:r.1, 
out of the'c.ar. . 

The next day PAISLEY received a telephone <:a11 f:t ... , .. , 
'GALT, who said he would meet him at the First Nat.iona 1 Baf'k 
to settle the deal. At about 10:15 a.m., they mf:'t. i.n fr('~·; .. 
of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt 
pocket and Save it to PAISLEY. PAISLEY suggested they ~o 
inside the bank and count the money, which they did. P,\~SJ ,r~;' 
deposited the money in the bank, and GALT went with PA J!'1..r:r.~ 
son to a parking' lot where he took possession of the car'. 

On _-=4~/9~/:6i8iii:a=t==iir=~~A~1:a:b:a;m:a:-_File # BM ·14 -1740 SAs 
and , I ~O·. 4/9/68 

by _____________________ lJate dictated -----___ _ 
Thit document eont.aina neither recommendations 110( conclusiona or the FBI. It i. ~ property or the FBI 3Dd is loan(>d to 
),our .,eDC~ i~ e.nd it. content. are DOt to be di.tribl.ted outaide your .,enc),. . • . '. . 
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BH 44-1740 

. PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he wo!"kf'd ('ttl 

a'barge line between New Orlean~ and St. Louis, and th~t h~ 
would work 20 days and then be off 10 days. He r~c~11ed 
GALT saying that he was married, and that his wifA wa~.~o~ 
living "over in Rocky Ridge," referring to an area south of 
Homewood,.Alabama. 

, ' 

PA ISLEY described GALT as a white pta Ie, ag~ ah.',,\·,·ll 
3~, five feet, ten and one-half inches tall, 160 to lfi~ p~bnd't 
dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dressf!r, quiet, acc~,·:t, 
was not from the Alabama area. 

Mr. PAISLEY said he did not believe he could ld.:,.nt.ih· 
GALT if he ever saw him again. 

PA ISLEY produced a bi 11 of sa Ie for this t ran~act-i~f., 
which shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highland 
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-9481, for S),~~~ 
on August 30, .1967. 

·t 
t' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 , Da te ~:===;:::::::::: 4 L 12/68 
1 :,1iJ. iJ ,I"' '. ..., II ". 

WILLIAM ~IQ..ipAJSLEY. JR., ........... . 
Birmingham, on April 9. "1968, furnished the follow'i ng: 

I ' '-~. ____ , 

Sometime in late August, 1967, PAISLEY's fath~r 
had run an ad in the Sunday newspaper in an effort to sell 
their 1966 white two-door hardtop Mustang with'red interior 
and whitewall tires. They advertised the caras being ,for 
sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later l~~nti­
fied as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's fathar picked up PAISU·· ... · at u·(! 
home of one of his friends. PA ISLEY's father was dri vine t rat, 
car and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove aroun-d 

',. 

. .' 

.' the area for aWhile and then returned to the PA ISLEY rt..sidC:"t.c~·, 
GALT did not ask any questions, look at the motor or ill thCt t n "~:k 
of the car. He said, "I'll be glad to take this car off yeH.> , 
hands." He then agreed to give PAISLEY's fa·ther a cll)~·rl ~:(;.:,.;(.~. 
if Mr. PAISLEY would take GALT back to downtown BirmIngham .. 
They then agreed to meet the next morning at the First ~at io(;al 
Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has hi~ ofti~~ 
in that bui 1ding and PA ISLEY at the time was 9mplo9/cd ii,! t~c 
First National Bank. '. • 

• Mr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain.a casbh' .... ' .'~ 
check. PAISLEY and his fa therthen took GALT to ,rirst :t·:(· .. ~ ... t· 
North and 20th Street, where he got out of the car. That 
evening, August 29, 1968. PA ISLEY tried to ca 11 GALT at t h'c' tf;'l(! 
phone number GALT had left with PAISLEY's father. PAISLEY 
was unable to 'ta lk to GALT as he was not a t the nU(nbor ca IIC'9) 
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming hou~ (:1:1 IHgh· .. 
land Avenue. The next day PAISLEY's father received a tel~'I.:'~fn.' . 
call from GALT who said he was six blocks away from thft f'lr~' 
National Bank building and 'WOUld meet the PAISLEYs itl fro~4 .. ~f.· 
the First Nati~nal Bank at about 10:15 A.M. They &ne-t,i~ fl,&I."'t 
of the bank at: 10:15 A.M. and GALT produced $2,000 in (,ash. 
mostly twenties, with some lOO-dollar,bills. They stepped 
inside the bank where the money was counted and GALT wa~ 
given a bill of sale. -, 

., . ' 

-
On 4/9 J 10/28" at Birminitham. Alabama File # _-"",B~H __ 4 .... 4_-.... 1_7..A.1Q""-_--r __ 

~---.1Jate dictated ; 4/9 11/6P 

IThis document contains neither recom=endatio~'ll!Jr eoncl\lSi~. or the p~ It i. the property or the FBI and 'is loaned to 
your .,eDt)'; it and ita content. ~ DOt to be dl.tnb\ted out'lde your agi!)tr4 
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BH 44-1740 

PAISLE.Y then took GALT to the parking lot whC're th(l' 
car was parked and showed him how to drive the car. He thon 
gave GALT the keys and GALT drove off. 

DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he obse'rved this SaM(~ 
'car for about six weeks after the sale, parked in front of 
the rooming house in the 2600 block of High~and Avenue, but 
that he had not seen this automobile since about the fIrst of 

. October, 1967. He also recalled that on one of the&' oc..:asi'~ns 
he' observed a front bumper tag with a drawing of a Conf~d~~r:. tu 
flag thereon. 

.",< 
I • -

, . 
.; ~ , . " . ' 

:, 

PAISLEY recalled GALT saying that h~ workt'd on a 
barge on the Mississippi River "out of st. Louis" to l':(:tw -, 
Orleans. He would work a month and then be off for t~\.' ~o(~ks. 
and that this was a lon~ly life. He also said he had sa~cd 
all his money from his job and would pay cash for th~ c~r. 

PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic about. 
not test driving the ,automobile, and said that h,is Lo\H "'1 ana 
license had expired and he had not obtained an Alabama uri .,;( ..... ~ 
license yet. He also reca lIed GALT making a statem~f1t tt..'i~. I·r 
did, his banking at the Birmingham Trust National s:.'\Qk. &lu1 
"I 'have my money there." 

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, S'StO-8!", il~(~ 3~~. 
tall, 145 poun4~, dark brown or black hair with a ~'idow'$peak 
and cut short. This person was not a smoker, was very ,...JeaC'l" 
cut, very shy and qUiet. He claimed he was divorced ar~ that 
his wife was presently living on Rocky Ridge or Dolly Rl.!ge 
Road "over the mountain," referring to an area sout.h of 
Homewood, Alabama. PAISLEY recalled this person bad :in ;,c=(~,.,t 
which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from th(.f 
Alabama area. PAISLEY also recalled this person saying he ~a~ 
unemployed at that time. 

PAISLEY said he could definitely identity 
this person if· he ever saw him again • 
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BH 44-1740 

On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLty observt"d a-. 
artist's conception of a person who had purchaso'li a rlflH 

," 

at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March 29 • .1968. P~\l *i;,l ... ~. 
said this artist's conception did not resombl~ lRIC GAL1~ , 

PAISLEY said his father had told GALT durir.g the 
'transaction that GALT would have to get insuranco for thf.1 ~fC'5'~;"!., 
as the PAISLEYs 'would cancel their car 'insurance by c>.1'11b~ 
State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 30, 196a~~ 
PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any quostions or ~a1 
anything further about car insurance. 

During his contacts with GAUr, PAIStty &aid hv 
never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did ho (),hS<H·\'(." 
'GALT smoke Cigarettes. PAISLEY said the ad for tho autGIt·"lt 4 l('; 
had been run in the "Birmingham New:s" on Sunday. Aug.Jst ~;. H~··1 
only. 

PAIS~Y recalled G(\LT, after inspecting PAIStJ ... Y~:,,:, 
Mustang, saying that this was the.cleanest ono that. Gl\f': ha~: N .. ····;-; 

He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my money in ttl(' !~ .. t.~I··' "f",,,;'" 
Trust," and did not refer to the bank as the ·'BTl'S.·· ';\':'1«,11 if. 
commonly done by natives of. Birmingham. In conr;t'('!"'tion ,,;.'Uh 
GAL~'s divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living on ~o~k~ 
Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road t "over the IIlO\lnta HI." ;,-,\ I Sf r :; 
recalls GALT saying\ "Yeah, that's the way it goos.·' 

PAISLEY said the price of $1,995 for the M\.stt\0n 
was $300 too much, but this price was never questic.>n(·.j hy 
GALT and this price did not seem to bother GAIX in any ~~y, 
GALT said he had been saving his money and because bo "'(,l'kN: ,.", 
a barge he had no place to spend it. 

PAISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was dt(th~ ,~ 
on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30. 196/, 
GALT was wearing a sport coat, a dress shirt l wi th 1\0 H,~. 
open at the neck. 

Prior. to GALT's taking possession of .t he car on 
..,. August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's father aSked. GALT bow G .. \LT wan ~'H .... ,~ 

to get his driver's license~' GALT replied that he barl n 
friend "over at the rooming house," who would tak~ hilt \0 i at"" 
'place where he could obtain a driver'S license'and ch.1t~g(.· .~,". 
registration on the car. . . 

, . 
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UAVIl) "F~ISUY recalled that during the Month tu siX' 
w~ek~ a ftor the sa Ie he had Qb~e-rved thi s car r~.:t.rk(ll·J Ott n1.)v:.t.'r'(.'U~' " 
occasions in front. of th(' ruolli:lg house ira th..: ~600 block (~f . 
IUghlahd ,h'N1UC. He- had Il(>\l'd th.tt this C'a.r E:-ccmotl to bt· db-~';\' 
fro!l'i lIon .. \)So, rather than fr<"lll being driven. a"d t.hat or. the 1,~;..f' 
Clccaslon of observing this car which would have be(."'t'J ab.,;ut. tho: 
first of October, 1967 t th(" cnJ;' sti 1-1 had tho 51 ick bi,\ h~ 
tires that. had boon on 1 twlum It was sold. 

PAISLEY furnished the following dotailod dtH· .. \~rl;tti~:J 
of the automobile: 

" 

t 

'. 

1966 wh'ito MustOlug. two-door hardtop,. eight 
cylinder, 289~ four ihdiv1dual rod plastic 
floor mats, push button radio. b~3t~r~ ro~alo 
control out~1de 11\.1 rror. day-n,lght i U;';'lC)l' P., t"l'or • 
very clean engin". mileage 20.000 r.sl1c·s. coqull'i-Io(l!f! 
wi th Autol i te bat tory t four whi towa 11. bell:} t 1 \'~l=. 
The sIJare was in good shape but had a wit.l('r ' ... ht t.f~~ ... 
wa II than the t ires on the wboo 1s. Th\.~ soa t::;' 
wore m"dium rod in color and t.be C'arJ.~ .. ttng ~ .. \H 
maroon or Clark n.-d. Tho body cooditiun of lIK" 
car 'Was excellent and tho muffler V,'OlS rJainht,! 
shiny sllver. 
. 

PA\ISL£Y said t hat be had forgotten to 3dvlS('- (H, • 
April 9, 1968. that on April 5, 1968. som~tift(· bolw(.·C'v ,1:OO·~:'.·.( 
an,d 1:30 P.M., while dri\'ing east on Filth AVN"'UO Northi h-,; 
front of the- U. S. Post Of fico) PAISU:Y ob~rvu~ a 1~6() \~ h-r\·, .• 
white ~h)·3t~ng h,ardtop,\(b~c'l he thotlJ?;ht could poRsibly ~/.~ tnl' 

sallie car ho had sold to G:'\LT. He also. a~. t!~{~ -::;;\"nl' tir,~:', 
. obsorved tho' back C?f :< iftan getting into this car wtto,::-Co b~O~1 

ro~tt.blod that of C:~l.:r·. PArSl}:Y said he c(.\ul.-J nf,t bo dt.)fh~~·.· 
that this was the: ~:lft\e car ;'\nd that thco indi vidual 'I.'as G.H,1. 
as ho onl)' had a flc~ting J,:hmpse. 
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JIll:1Il! 13LTO;i G!\n~:3n, 107 - 1l1th Dtl'oot, 1t o'E .,'~::.:;.;;}. ,... _ :, ~ 
G30ra1a , \7:\3 CO:lt~ctod nt 10:37 V.ll o , Apl"!1 14, I';", 'j 
\lhich ti!.-:~ 11:> iUl'ni:;bod tl:~ followinr: infor..l~tio::l: 

~ I j GAr.!n!\ Cl.Oe 3\'n'.lnblo n record boo:( J:tl:l.inta1nod ~ 
by hin conc~:rnin3 113r:30D.3 who l~ent roo:::s nt both ',107 und 113 -
~Ilth Strc:>t, il ~73 0, roo::rl.Il:: hou:.;c::; oV3r~t()d b7 hill on a lo:\zo " 
b~s1r.;. A 1·0\1;.0l1 of thia l'o~ord boo!: f~11cd to cllsclo~'3 allY 
rozi~~ration in tho n:lr-3 G.:iL".L'. It should b3 notctl tbis book' , 07-

cont:\1I'.:3 only a rocord of rOO::Ol'S for th3 901'1.cd ~Binning j 

J:lnu~ry l,lD33. ' . ',Ii '1'", '. -~',' " 
f , 

Upon 1:01D3 quostiOl~ad concorn~ll:; incllvl<!'.lnls renting' 
at tllCS3 nc!dro:mo3 'Who ni~.:ht l1:lVO Ch3C!:~d out prior to tU3 
cO:1:)lotio:l o~ tho pOl'iod fer wh!!l tll:>Y h~d 1':1itl, or 'otJ:.::rs uho 
for ~nj" rO~COll l:4j.aht r.:>t l;~ 7(ccortlc:l in thio r~~ol.·d b~o!~, ' 
Q:;.:~::'~:t n:l:-l~d, ~o:>Al3 otli:>rn, tln intliv1<lual Jl~::::)(l (1"11.·~t !;:l!.!a 
U:li:nC":IIlJ: Q .. \lJi'. On bji113 <.!\.to:;tio::Otl COl~OOl'l.1i~l GAL'? I 1:.3 !:a1d 
th.to inaivj.t1un1 \.,~::; t'.l".:Jt !#o:.>n 1,7 lli!"l C:l tl!~ nitornoon of 
1.~::i1 5, 1003, b"~":lo~n tl!') 1'!v!lr3 o~ 5:00 O:la 6:00 i~.!l. l:~ 
0 •• .... 1 ... 1r ... , ) t''''''~ ""~o./\,,· ....... -co.,...... v~D C "C'-'''' "1"'''' ,.¥·,.t· .... ·~c,.. ••• '.'" a~ •• J. j ••• t; .... " .... wi.. .""'"*, .. __ 4 • .., ...... ).), ~ •• -.., V,,""" ":'~'" ~ 

r " .... ·l 1'1 ..c.t 11'" 11"";"1 "I............... J,-·f.... h,,#1 "~""n ~.: 1 . .Ao ... , ..... ~ n -"""0 ...... "·V. 'I' &-. .... - _"I. ...,"' ...... vc,. C""~OI ... w 1"",; ....... vc., ....... ~.,J.. • ... _ •• \11 

0 ·• J.ll·i~· "·'··l·'!<j .. ,,.. "'''''(1 ~" ... n~ .. ':-c"\c~'''''' bill Ol\lM ~"o l.., ..... ,.: •• "'(} ... c" ..... , .. -. __ A '--••••• ..., -..,. a ..... ~ 4-4.".:.JA •• 6.Avc\4 .., '*:-'.3. J If I. • •. ,.!, ...:..",,;. IV ~ 

C0:1C~;"·!lil~3 tho :w:t:tlnbl1ity o:l n l'OO!l. G!~!tn:t jOil!~tl t;13 
p~il' nr.~ Q .. "..U~ iu:lic~tcd to G .. l!!::~n h~ \1~~ into;rc~tc1 in o~a1nin~ 
a 0111310, quiot l·oon. l!:l.Vin~ no !#uch rCO::l nv!\:l1abl"'>, G!ll~::3n 
told Gl:.U~' he tlc.uld 1;1\-;; hi:l in !toe:! (is, nt 107 - 1·1·~il Ztr~ct J 

\lh1c11 rOO:l uns n clO!lO'lO rOO:l :lnd t!!:lt J!;> woulc1 ba coved to n 
sin~lo 1"00:.1 nc= OOO:l nc o::~ c~q~t:.? nva:\.lablo. G!~~'t::JR said 113 
noa;;o,l G':\!j? \"'i~:; (h~ivi'!3 n bl~c:: C:ll·, !?:.:-o~~tJly n ~orJ I l;~:1r 1113 
nn c~lt-o:Z-:>·~ato lic~n:3o vl~to (ot=:.to o! ror;intr~tion not 
rocal1od), nnd t!l:lt tt.:> car uno pO;l!)ibly a 1~32 or 1!>SS 1!odo1. 

, ~ 

G.'U,T ~ccopt~d this nrr:!r,;;cnollt nnd p3'.(1 G!~\i::1n ,'!hilo 
o~tD1~~ th3 e~cllin3 nnd ho c31iovcs ho recoived nOlO elll ' 
n~d a 01 bill in F~Yk:>nt. '1'1:3 cost of tl:~ rOO:l't1:lr; {;lO.50-, 
pOl." \1001: nnel n :).50 k~y aoposit. Dur1r.3 tho cO:.l"/or~at1on, 
Gl".!t~ ind:ic:\te~ h.) \7.'3 n \,In:.t!O:;: nml Ol'ir;ill:llly C~c:,) fro::l tvlho 
Cal·o).il!~::;. tt l!3 o:~la11~3a '~:!:lt ho ll:ld a tn3 for no <li~:ee:;,·.cnt 
£;ta'to 0:\ tho ilm:ci J:~c:.u::o l!,~ ll:ld 1:~3n \70l'l:in3 in nnoth,)l'" Dtnto • 

. ' 
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At this point G/~mmn :1nclicntcd that possibly tho ·t3.r£ on the 
Ford \Vas no Tennessce t:l3, l)ut he "/~S not nt nll ccrt:l.in of 
this. 

• 
Gl'lmmn describod G,\LTSns being a whi-to rmlc, 32 - 35 

ye;\rs of n:;c, 5· 11", leO pounds, (lark brOi'1U or blnc~{ hair 
l/Ol'n in a bl'U3h cut, 'blu3 eyos, ~odi\~~ "ont<loOl'tI cc:;.!'le;;ion 
nnd h~~ing a southern nccent~ flo noted no distin~ui~hin~ 
tcaturcs or ch~rncteristics nnd hnd no recollection of eny 
rin~ Ol· othol." jC;',"C11"Y. Hie ch'css \'las c:lsunl, Z!)~c].f.ically 
desc:;:ibcd ns a shil't nnd slecl.s. 

G~\LT Jlovct1 il"~to nI')O~·1 ti5 at 107 - 1~th 3trcot, 2!.,~ •. , 
,';he1'0 ho l'c:.1nincd until ::;tm:1:lY, .t~!,ril 7, l~G3. (tn thiz day 
(ML'1' \'/~S no'/cu to Hool\ tiG t~t ),13 ..; 14th ~Hl"cot, !l.~. en thi!; 
occ:':3ion, G;\~~ti:;:;, oJ,;;cl·ve<.l (~:~L'i' nove his !)C3!;C~Sj,0i1S nl~a noted 
th:l.t he hr.d no 1\!:'l~30 ~ml n11 oZ·-,his I>C3r.:csoion~ "(ore cith~l' 
l~ovcd in a P~PC:l' b~~ 01' CO;!. 

'" C'" "' ........ )·1 7 lC't:·~ u.~ ... ~':''!'' G /""':'"J-'H,,~·t !l .. , .... n c-'!' ... )'_o"'.c"' ... ,. .••. '-.:..1.... ., v~v, ~ l.:hv.JU _ IlL :.-.;. ... ' ..... "'., __y 

of tjl(~ llbcrt l'ic!: !:ote1, 1-1t11 tl.!!cl S~')l'in:; ~tl~c:.,t!.: I 1; .)~. I . 

Atlnnta, '·:~3 brou::;ht to the l'co:linr; hO~\3C by r:::i> C. J''::~:;:f:, 
~ who is hl:-..;o c:l~loyct1· by thio hotel. G .. \:'~::;i1 nt:siencd Il?:D':I\~:':1 

nO~::l ()2 nt 113 - l~th ~;tl'oct I I!.B., nnd noted thnt the 
11ldiviclunl he helioved to b~ Gl~llr nml.fl!~t:~!~CO;I b~cn;:lo friendl:!_ 

On f.p1·i1 D, 1!)GG, t~t ~ppro;duatc1y D :00 P.Ii., (l..'iU: 
nnd f.!J)~nSO:l C~:le to G.\mr~nts roo.:l nt 107 - 1~th Stl'~Ot, U.E., 
at \7hich tir:c GIiLT atJvisod Ob:m:;n til~t both h:) :\l:Cl .i'.!f;)~:~SOU 
'\Icre checl:5.il3 o~t. 1I~ ~:\i<.1 i:oth !.len n!>po~rccl to hnvc L.., en 
driu!:i1l3. 1)m:il'3 tha co~",ol.':;:\tion, (j.\11~ nt\vi:-;ccl he Imd 

• 

rece;:~d n tolcT)ilOllO c:\11 xro;l n fl'1oml in ~.!J.c!l~.!?:nn :mt1 11m] l()~l·nc,-.· 
th:\'t t/e1d6~$ \;0:;"0 rccei vin:f ~ hiGhcr ho~.t~·ly \7:1:;0 -&::hCl·O. I'Oi' t~l;.$ 

~ I'" • "d ',..,,),. d"tl to "0 t" -I·~c·\l.· ,.. ... n J,o ,. ...... ,. '·'0···· '~v' "'1!'n'r rcn'4on, ,' .. "n (,_~ - _;, -.,. ft , ~... to •• , ......... " .",,_ l~h ... ' •. '~;., •• , 

,.,.110 \1~5 r. notel c:.lpl0:lcc, in;1ic~t(;d ho -. \"IW ~6:""3 to :ach:t.~nn 
'11 til Gl~L~ nnd ho:)cd to ol>t;'.in cj~!')1oy!~:mt no n \'i;:')1dcl" In h~ll>~!·. 
G."'mi~:;.R 1"cc:\11cll ho l'o1\.m,t~~d ~~pl>l'o:;i;~~telj' Cl'l to' !~~rJ.J:)i~ilO:I, \";:'Q • 
. h:-.d pnid t\":o ":001:s in r~~h'~nc~' o.} l"c=;istcl·il~~ on f.p1'i1 '1. (;:\];1,' 
did not :l~l: ;tol' :\ rc:hm:1, :"'lti10 .. t~:1 ho ,,;~s p~icl t!u-o't~3h .I'#:.>1·i1 11, 
b~\t (lid rccci vc::: the roturn 0% hin ~ ~50 (101'031 t fol.· tho ):oy. 

., 
J.c./ 

I .I . ., 
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Thereafter, GAr~mn nCCOTl!l:lnicd Gt-.. LT nnd AliD~nSO:i"to AiIDZHSO;;I S 
roonl \'1hero he secul'ed tho roOtl l:oYD fro!'l both CflLT end Ji:iD~!U;O!l • 

. At this th~o h3' noted scv~l.~a.l b~cr bottles in tho rOO~l nnd 
presutled G.'1!ti a.nd A1ID3nCOii hn.d beon drinl~i1l3 t030tl1~r. O.tm~iER, 
did not nct",:\lly oD30rv0 tho depal.~turc of Gl}.LT a.nd Al~EnS0111 
~ut noted both \'iere Gone on the r.lorning of P..:>r11 10, 19G8, as 
\7as the pl'oviou,51y-oescribod block 1?ord nuto. 

,,"'-
, G;".~t::B!~ made &lv~.iln1ilo the rezist~~ntioj) for iIAtOL.,) G. 

A!:DEnGO:r. ~'his rc~istra.timl docs not l'eiloct :m ~<lgr£;::;. ::lor 
l~l~J:mSp~T, hut indic~to3 th:tt llb ! is' If 3. _rd ... .- III 
'?fstll II ·ill.UaJ7U tclCl)ilO!lO nm.ll;or Q~'!!::!;;!~ c;..~lnincd' 
that ho n,l":m:rs nttc;..,pts to o:>tnin tIle npJ,10 nnd cddrc5s for a 
no;-:t of 1:i11 to~ his 1'00::01'8. 

Ght;!1Bn/i>l'ovl<!cd tho following physical <le3crl.ptS.cn 
"" pAT'" ,. .y;::··~'''''·''''''O·''. ¥ '. of 

"-;.,. 
,t 

1..11 ...... ~J .. r·'l~.~.r.I!J.:j.:.\ .. 1 .'t. J / :-\ ,,-)' , I .I ":} 

RncG t1hitc 
Sax lInle 
hzc ~O 
lIoight 5' 9" 
lloisht 155 - 100 peunds 
lInir J./i~ht b1'o.m, pnrtcd on Dido 
CO:.lploxion lIcdiun 
Eyes Unlmown 
Distinguinhiu[! 

Chal'n.ctcriztics 
Dross 

llor.e noted 
Casual, shirt nnd slaclm 

GAnn3R idcliti:fiecl other tennnts \"lno l'"cni<1cd nt 
113 1-1th. Streot, It.E., chu·ing the S:\:,lO pOl:io~l thnt GALT 
TinS n 1"00:101' there. 

G.~r.!iBn enid ho ,\,i:':.3 \\n~.b10 to 1·~c!l.11 GALT'{; iir::;t 
n:lr.lo, but t'.{!v1:zotl he h~d o:::>o,:voo rl\\il on th~ h:'.ll t:\blc 01 
tho roo::lin:; hounc nt 113 - 14th St1'oet, iJ.E., \!hich r.m!1 \"lns 

. . 
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addressed to 'G.'lL'i'. At this point, GAmmn ncco:~pnn1cc1 tho 
intorvicuincr A~ento to 113 - l~th Stroot, H.E., ~he~o it v~s 

·ob::;crvod th:\t thore '\";cro tHo lettorr; nnd a pn.cl:n~Q on tho hall 
tnblc ~c1th'concc1 to En.IC S. or E. G,~LT. 'i'ilC 1)~C!:~30 nas 
ost2~o.r;:ocl 11/1/00 J ~mcl 'tile letters \7arC postl.l~l.·l~cd 4/9 nnd 

3. G~'\J.~:~n ndyiscd his sizter n~:'):31.E !~:::: ClP~1!:n. 
"/ho o3icbs in I' 

, Atl~ntnJ had visi on 
<l~y or Dat\u'tl:\y lli~ht, 1~1'ril 12 or 13, 1933. At 
his riiztcr h"d th'..~:·,~bol1 throu!::h t:10 %:.:\i)' on the 

table ~t t~4C 113 - l~th Stl'cot nclth'C3S nl!d \\~)~n noticin~ the 
-"'i1 !'\"dr ... ·-,. .... d to '~""'IC ,...'Tr" ~', ..... c· ... ···.: ...... ~c·, to '~'\' .. ~·I-:-n t~.."t ""Cft 40..... "'~-..Iv _~.1:, ,-;,.)..1.4 J a>1 .. .., v .. ~ ... v ... ~ V "-= .... ~ ...,~.. ..,,\0 
this " .. ns t:lO E;~~a n~":lO m; tho imli vidU:1.1 \",':10, :\cco;:.'cli 113 to 
nC~~.J:"~~:)~l· :!)',.tblici t:r, "'[:'.5 :l. ::;t .. :-:~cct in tile nUl'<1~l' of Dr. 1!f.n.'i'!!i 
LTYl)rZ!t l\I~:3, J.:l. aA!1~:;;n n:1;:-..tcc1 th~t he did not :fcol th~l'C \;~S' 
::my li!~oli;lOo:j that tho G,,~:..I"" ,\,,',10 ·h:ld ot:\j"Cc1 nt 11~t - l.::th ~tl.·cct, 
.n .l~., ~!:'.s hlcnt:'.cal 'With thiu ~UZ!lcct, Gt~tinl f.lany poo!>1~ 
havo the Or..::lO 'n:l:.la. '. .-' 

G.'\r;!i~lt stnt~tl th~t 110 had noi th~r ~co'n nor hC~J:d of 
OlUIJ.' l'rio;. .. t~ ,l\z>l'il :", 1t13, m:1 til:\t (h~l'i~~:; C.~]JJ."'z:;'':;:1Y n.t 
~,.~ l·OO:.li!l:~ hou!3o lio orr:l nothitl3 to iJ~:.licn.to ti;~t Cl!lJJ.' hml 
nll;· coancctioll ~"i til n.l1Y O"t~lOl' tcn~nt nt thiu r.ud~"~s:; pl"iol'" to 

. his :'.l'l'i v~l thoro., G.il1:;;!n .. n:.3 ~:;~~oc1 \,lllCtJ!~r i:.c h~d f'.ny 
e:cpl:mntion :(01' t~lO :f~ct th~t G.lllf h~d 1:l:1.i1 po:;t:·.:-;l·!~ccl -1/1/03 
nc.1tll'c;;:;Ot'l to hiu nt 113 - '.'1th Stl.·cot I 11 .~~., m:a nccm .. '{iin!; 
to G!}l!i,~n, G.'lL'x did not nl'''''! vo nt this lec:\tio!1 until J~;:>ril 5, 
lOGO. GM.lr sn.id 113 \in:; un~l)lo to explain .this, ~nd Imcl no 
idea how this could occur. . 

Gl,11ur:n tInS n).so C!,u')sti oncd conccr,ni llZ tho po:-;zil>ili ty 
that GAL~ OJ.'' nny oth~l" XOO:~3rs h~tl left J.1ntcl·;_~l \"1i til hin in . 
storn.:;c 01' :IOl" s~=,el:~cpin~. lIe nnolu'cd timt this ~m3 not 
so. ne did report th:tt UCC;'3 (N~ nnd t;5 at 113 - 1-1th Strc"t l 

1l.E., b;.th of ,\"ih1ch it '1~n notod \-:Ol"~ f~wtcJl~~l '"Ii th ilr.>~:;-3 
and pmllcc;:n, '(j~~"~ s·tor~~c. 1'00:'15. lIc stated th~y cont~d.l1'2~l 
only 1inonn nnc1 l)O'::>!1ibl:1 n -/.C',,1 i tons of no val\!3 left beilind 
by roo~~r~. . 

.. 

• 
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With l'c3ard to ROOT.! /15 at 107' - Itlth Street, 
U.E-., GARU!!R said that this roo:\ had not b~31 OCCll!,>icd by 
nllyone sinco GALT \'las tr~n3fcrrot1 iro:-i\ this 1'00::1 on J\pl"il 7, 
19GO. 'J!o notod, however, that tho tmicl, PZnny L~E ZAC;IRY 
or, her hcl!)or, idcnti ty un::nO\1n, would bn.vc cil:\n~~tl tho sheets 
in Roo:n {IS ~~tcr CiIlLT wns Ilovcd. '''' 

G;'J~;r3n s~id he <.1:'.a not 1~:10"'1 of nuy tl5so.e:i.ntioil 
b~t\'rccn r..' .. "U>: :-..nd othel." l'o~~~~r5 at oi thcl; of tho reo. lill=: 
hom~c:s C~:ccDt the n~soci~tion \'i th IIAj:~!..D G. 1~1;U3~:i01t, ~s 
pravioucly c'toscriccd e' 

. 
In c:~!)lmmtion i.or tho fnilvrc of th~ Jl:ll':10 "aM ... ?" 

to appoar on tho 1"00;\iu5 ho1.'.sc l'ccor<l~, G!l:::::~n rmid thr~t ho 
c:t.n o~lly oxvlnin thin by 5:lyin3 ho racoi vcc1 p~~'r:~nt for tho 

"' 

roo~ 't/hi10 n-rin'l =,ro;l the pl:\co "here 110 f.13ill"t:lins his l'ccol'dn 
nnd h~d il!!\~~VG1·tently failed to record tho nOflO ,lhon he rotul'IlCd 
to his l·OO:'l. 

'i'he intel'vie".1 of GAn~r.3n conclude,l nt 1 :33 i".!!, 
A!>l'il 15, leGS. 

~{ 

, -
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FEDERAL BUReAU OJ: INVESTIGATION 

~ . . ,' - Oote_~_~_/l_G_/_G_3 ______ _ 

Dnrin3 'tbG intol'viow of Jlit"tm £~L'!'O!t Glllm::Ut, he 
,nsltcd tJ",3 qU03tiOll, t'l!o-'7 nrc y'ou cO!'lin.3 011 til') Itin3 tlUrcl~r?" 
• lfu was thOl} nn!~Ot\ bj 1ntorvi~winz h:;cllt it ~:3 1:...,\() b~:lrd or 
rond r,lUch cc:!col'nin3 thi!i nl!cl h9 stntod ha had l'cnd 'lui te 
a bit in tho r..;.:;Jpn!l31·s nn() soon n lot 011 tolevision. 

:GAUH3U th~n i1l<l1c~tcd that ho knew thi::; \1~~ 'wily \70 "/01'0 
I 
.nskinz n bout GlUfl'. 

• 

• 
.-

-------~---------~------------------~--------------------------.------.-

. 
On ____ ~4Ll!t,.l.5L.o.rt I\t!nn,::l, Georfl~n ______ -'Flle# htlnnta ~4-2306 

b1 ___ ~ .iITIii.~. ,~/J.v/C3 :.-. __________ Ooto dlctotcc __________ _ 
, 

, ... , dOCII"'.'" (0"'0'''' lIeil'"., n,ol'l'\" ... l\dotlofll 1'10' co .. ,ly~I""'J of 6. fa!. .. 'I ... property of .... fat 0 .. 4 I, I01Ud to YOY' 0 .... '.';11 
It o .. d I" (011'0111$ 'or. 110"0 ~.' dlsl,;bvl.d oll"io$. YOll' o~.',()'. 
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. G.'mli~:l U:lO quosti(}uod an to 110\,1 he t'~tcrtllncd tbis '\ 

nan to 1)3:':9 to to C::'!J? '7:1011 tilo 1·C3intl·~tion T;:\S in the 'llO.:::'O 
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FEDERAL BURF.AU OF INVESTIGATI.PN 

.. 
Oote . Apr!l 16, 1958 

, In response to n telcphonic request' received 
I at 9:31 a.m. fro.n JIi;?UE t3LTO:1 GArumR" he lnlS Inter­
i; v!Ct'led in front or his re3tuurant located at lO~2 ' .. 
~iNorth35.cle' Drive .. 1Iol'tho;'7COt" Atlanta .. Gcorgia. 

GARHER openccl the conversation by stating 
nLee 1s not Q:l1t. II l!e 'then made aval1ab~.c tho reslstratlon 
rccord3 for his roo~1l1n3 hou~c. It ,un~ a~a1n notca th~sc 
rdcords do not reflect a re~l~tratlon In th~ na~e of G~LT. 
At the G3:nC tIoc, Gf~mmn p!'od\\cccl Dn envelope bcal'lnrs 
the prlht~c1 na!:c nBrie r.. c-~l t. II a.\Ir:i~.:n 3~ld this ne:'!la 
uao pI'in~cd thorccn by O:.\!l~ uh~n G;\n::~:;a rcqu·~3tud his 
full n~~,:o. Other h3nd~11·!ti;cn notnt10r.o thereon ,:e!~c" 
nccord1n3 to G~~JJER .. prcDured by ~lo~elf. 

J , 
-~ 

"'" 

GAmiEn stnt~d tl!at Z\.:b3cClucnt to a p:'lor 
1ntcrvlo~1 .. he h~d been 30Ql'c:llnr; his r~COl'a3 and ilios 
c:3rilOry 3nd h~d nO:1 clot(.}r . .:~.tn·~d th:lt .on i:arch 21~", 1$;58 .. 
l:.lte in t:1~ even1nz.. an j.l~~i·J1t.'il:\1 ltnoc::c~l on ho5.5 
a!>:lrt~:.1~nt cloor" intro~ucoa hl~:.;;clr as l:l~. 0.\1]".1.'.. and 

-,- .r 

rcq\tcst~d a s~.n:31e l'O~:I. ... 
t. . 

l!~ '·las placed in nOO:l liu';lb~r 2" 113 ll:th S~r\:ct .. 
IJortheant .. Atlanta" Qeorzl~" on noting that the roon ~:~s 
s~all.. \':a3 orrcl'cd an adjolnin:; s tora~e rO~Jl in l;hich 
to placc his sUl'plu3 bclon:;ln3s. .'\t thi3 _polnt" 0:.11'1 
rct1~:ua:i:od he \":o~'la b~ nblc to utllizc a desl: in the ~ tor~gg 
roo~ for his televis10n set • 

. GAR!mR d1d not -'sec G.\LT' unload his auto:nob11~ 
or br$.J"I:; his PO~:lc~3ions lnto t~1~ 110C::1. lie next 3a~1 
O~"Jl1 on !!:\l'C:1 31" 1953" nt l:hlch tl7i'.C th~ rent uas due E:nd 
G!Y'ur r.l:ldo tn.~.: statc:,~~nt" til r·~;!y as \1011 p~y you rOl" lmo~h~~ 
'1cck. II Ti113 ,:~s he t~-=cen 1: OJ and 2! 30 p. tl. 

S~\ ..... 

., ' 

b~\ .- '". .. ~'~ .. " . ~ '.., . 
• C.~1 u ''). ' I..{ 
iii lJ/1G/~3 -- ~:;;:'"---________ Ooto dictotod ______ " __ ,, ......... _ 
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yearo 
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, , 
'. 

G!,mrili h~a pI'cvlou~ly not-cd Gl~1l1' to' be ut:l1lz1n~ 
a 113ht colore;.l" pO!;1Z1bly ~~hl to .. autc;,obile tr,n~ on tho 
:l10l'nin~ oi' J\pr!l 15; 1~:;3" t:cl~phoHlc2:11y c~n~ac~.c6 lit'. 
Hr".(,Ol.1D :·i~~1'i;:t3 .. H?OCl l:u-nbot" 1" 107 lllth t;tt'{~t~t" 1~Ot·thC:l5t, 
:':3 th1s ~,ttt;·~::t~011c W.':J p:,j!'l~~~l nC~lr ~';!~!i';;~1~1 &t ,·.hleh t1:n~ 
he naked ~~TE~S s~ncr311J 1f he recalled th~ ~9kc or c~r 
and U/1.11;:;::\3 advl!3cd hi~\ 1 t t-;:..iC n la te L'~)~·.)l HU3 t:Dn~ .. 
pv~e!blj" 190u Ot' 19:;7. ' 

(Mll;n::r: c3t!=t6tcd hi.~ t.ot~l cont~:-;ct ~:lth G,\)~rr 
on both occ~w.b.,n3 ~lld f!ot ~;:(:c~d ora~-h:::ll' r.ClU'. lfJ .1t?te:d 
on hot~h occ:.m!Ci13 G/lLT \·:r:.i ncntly dL'~~s(,d 1n :-. {i,,'l':': ~ul v" 
\ih'-tc chl!'c, ~tld tic.' ir~ ch'!r~!ctci·l~:,,;d hi~:l tt~ l:"Oc:<l!~.::; 
111<e ~ pt.'cachet>. .' 

~'h~ lnconsi:;t;f:nci~n in tho lnro!';}~:tlon pI7cvlou~ly 
furntshe:.:l by Ciyn,iEa ~n:l th~ i.·ol'c~oln~ ~:Cl'~ t~lol."vuJhl:r 
dlscuun~;1 .. i1th hi:l and h~ co\\lcl ~lttrib .. \t~ it only to 
"bc:lng cC!1f\~scc".1 1n thQt h~ h3d cl'l'cncously ~3o·:.cln t~d 
the pallO ~~~r.,l' \!ith the r":):l~r·.. t7Il;LI.II,:·l I':';i~J "bout uho::l 
h~ hnd fUl'n!nhed ,tho 1nl'or:1~atlon. 

At this tlljlC 1 GA!R!F:a !','mdc av,\11t,hlc :i thl'ce p~SC: 
m~:nQl·cm~lt\:.l in hl!l hr,n,.h:ritln~ ;1hlch clwonolo~~lc:.llly 6ct:~ 
!ot .. th hi!; mwo~iatlon ~'/!\'h {j;\j,l;.\ -Th~ cnvclopo pr~vlou31.Y 
l~CrC1"l'CU to" fl~~nlsi1cd l>~ O;\H!;r;!:\" on t:hlch 0:)1.:i' Hl'O\;C hl~ .. 
nn~l1..e" nl!.:o contnln~~l t;h~ no~;~tiv:~ rJCoultl (io ncver:.:l 

If "·1 t .l b '''' .. , ...... , dlrl~(:rcr,t 1<ln~3 of ~-:oI'k. ,,'il 1; no '\! KOt) p:r.'~p?r{:~( . y G~\: .... ~!.,. 

' .. , 
~. , . 

" ~io 
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GARNER stated h~ mnde this notation dUt'in~ his initial" 
contnct ulth' G;\LT1 at ,.,hicb tl!i10 he a31:cd his 'u3uol 
que3tlon~ or neu roo:norn about their line or wor1.:. He 
said he inadvertently £ntled to record the Inrorf~atlon 
~:>n . the cnv~lope in hIs pcr~';)~ncnt records. GAma:;a added 
that at the time of rentin~ th~ room l he received a 
~l.OO lcoy depo31 t r1'O:11 GllY!' ~ntl the key U,e3 left, "11th 
tho note on tho bed by O~LT. 

j 
; , 
1 
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! . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATIO. 4 

Dote 1\01"11 16,...1:2 __ 6 ..... 8_ 

JllmIE D~LTmt G1\mIE!1 \-la's 1ntervlcHcd in th~ 
officc of the Fodol'a1 D'Jrcau of Invcs't!gatlon l 215 Peach-
tl'ce Street" l:ortheont I1t1 , G~ voluntOl'ily 
accom9nnyinz SAs and rro~ his 
place or bU51nens, 1052 1101"t115100 Drive, UOl'th:'IC!3t, .. 
JI,tlanta, O~orz1a. At thi3 time, GnIDZ!l statcd that he \'!3S 
a\'lare or th:;l d13cre!>onc1cs 1n th~ inforoatlon rurnlshcdlSy 

'him but 1nsisted it '-la3 due solely to the con1'uslon 1~h1ch 
ex1sted·in h1s mind 1n e~ronoo~sly rclatln~ the na~e 
GALT Hith his l'oo~~r, l1ILI.ltl~·1 LEE. . 

lIe stated ho h3d no reo-son for tollln:; th~ 
. Agents that he had no 1 tC:'l~ in hi!l ,PC.:lSe53io!'l ~1hlch be­

longed to Gt\L~" \'Jh~n" in fact, he ~':ao holding a tolev131on 
act, ,oth~r than th~ coni'uJicn rJrcv!o\'t~ly refcl"rccl to. 
. i 

! In dctermlnln; th3 Indivlaua13 1n each of th3 
rc:>:nin3 hO .... ~5C3 c:)3ratccA by i11r.l (107 14th Street, l:or~h~~$t, 
Atl:mt:l, G~orzia) \iho ~ay h;we been in n .9c:;:...tlcn to 
ObSC1'VO G~\:LIl'~ h~ atlvlscd th~t n1~. the ti~H~ of· r~!1ti!!3 to 
GA!l'~, til~l'e lIaS no othel" Ccc\~,,~nt in this bl~il(U.nz. 

4 Ih 3t3t~d h~ h;ld cl{-::;ou '1).3 11Jth Strc,::t on 
February 11, 1950; nftcl' tho n~l!::hbol'hov:l h1pplc3 Ctttc:'~:'Jtct1 
to tal:o it OV::l'. . 

He ad:11 ttccl th~\t h~ hntl t~JO double l'OC:1S ", 
vacont ~t th~ ti:::c C:~\;JT c!),11cd fOl" a 1'00::1 ~nd thot ho 
had prevlo"~J1y l'cntcd tl~~:JC ~or th:> .91~lco or n 31n::;lc 
roo:n, but G.\jJil in3istcd en ~ zinglc 1'00:1, 00 h~ decided 
to o,en the other rocjlln.:;, hot!zQ. . lZo ad:ll tt~d 1 t cos t 
hitl more to do this th311 ha ~lculd r~ceivo initl:llly in 
rent, but th.:lt he had been pltmnlng to opon it" n3 tho 

. other house i1as .fillll1G up. 

'(;nl __ 1.11../.;;,;;.1::;A5} ... 6_El __ ot Atlanta, Geol'~in ,." l~ La Nr ')-;)~h 
# 

h\~ (.n" I '--oJV"" 
File -------------------------

by_--:; 
, 

fI'.' <lOtvMe,,' (01110 ill 1 IIf.tII., ,.'o~"""do'.o/\' 110' (011(1'1':0'" of .... Fel. \I )s IB' prop.", of Il .. F!I D/I<I is 10.;".& 10 vtll' -::'.'~;'" 
1 it 0,,<1 it, CO"""'I or. 110110 b, dilt/ib\ll.d 0\1":<1. yOI/' og'"Cy. " , 
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AT 1:4-2386 
RLK:bJc . 
2 

, 

. , 

" 

GALT re~Dined the sole occupant of thio 
bulldln:,; untIl April 1" 1968" at \'lhlch time FRED C. 
JONBS \,138 placed in Roo:n rlu~bcr' 1. 

~I ~. • 

bA~i:ER zpcclficrilly denied t~~t he had pre­
viously ImOi'Jn GA~'i'" th~:t a:-.r./J.' h:ld been r~1'cr:.·cd to h1:l 
by anyone" thnt he had 2cceotco ,m extra D:;10unt of 

. money fro.n iJA~T for ~my r~~l;on" .'"Ol~ th3.t he h~d any' 
kno~wd3e concerning his .. pr~ocnt ~·;h~l'Ct'bout;3. 

; GlymmR r:tntcd th?t h~ ~:as born a:ld 1=p'!3e;l in 
:!lsoiu~l~pi, \133 a t.le:nb::r of the !!~ptist Church" '~nd 
t13S IInot.« Con:1l.!&'11c t. tI lb denied ha vln:3 <Illy knc:d~d~c 
of the John Birch or. oth~r richt "'ln~ or~enl7.~tlona, 
statlns he h3d joined only one orsanlzation \·:hlch nn;ne 
he could not· nO~i racall" but described by hl~.l as a. 
civic or~anlzatlon. . 

iIe re1terntcd that it h~rd al'~·:ays been his 
intention to coo.::>ct'atc uith the F3I and thnt h~ had, 
in fact, that mornin,:; i;i\'cn tho~ nd~.t'cz~ nnd telephone 
numb~'l' or hin rc;~t~ul'nnt to n l,'OO'llcr, Hr. 3lmm~5S" \'~hcrc 

-he could bo rcnchcd :5hould GJ\LT return for tho tele­
vision set. He ~tated hu"did thi3 ~o hc could 
1:l1~lcolntDly notify the F.3I of GAU.i."s return. 

. . 
~-~ 
./ . 

c. 
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FEDERAL .BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
, ~. 

~ • ~ .4 ' • . '. 
- , '''''''" 

Date . Api'i 1 5, 1 ~)(m 

Mi'. HAl.PH ~ml1l~Dl'fIl CARPli'iR, 'mIUt.M_ [Ii b, .. ,." 
}JCCt1llhi.s, ,TOlllless('e, telophone 7 Ii I; advised thnt he"'is a 
fu\lcor.!<\n at tho York Arms Compl\ny located nt,162,S~}lth Wlin.· 
Streot, lie rl1 ph is . 'j" 'o!) . , , " ~. "' __ .. 

't "I .1 '-'0 t ." .. '.... ,~~ -.. l.. 

..... '. i ~ .... '" 

. Mr. CARPI-:N1ER recalls that ycsterdaY;:,April.,:4""l~68, 
he wns in the above mentioned store tAlking to one'of~thc ' . 
other snlcs~cn in the store whcn an individunl~entered:and 
Guhsequcnt.ly bought tront h:J,m a. pc'ir of Dushnell 'binoclila,rs,.t 
'1'his iu<11 vidua 1 cntercd the s toroe. t about 4 .00 in:-the~':·:"· n ~ · 
~ftcl'noon. Mr. CJ\nI>ENTf~n cstimntes this to be the cOl'rect ~. 
t,\I'lC fmd, in ptu't, lJtlSCS his estimate on the'fact that~,:, .. '. 
tJ1Cl.'C \'I(,1'C picl~ets parading in front of' the otol'e at - that 
t'J.!,le, 111'. CAR1)EN'flm' reca lIs" t ha t ) as this', ind i vidua 1 proceeded 
rUl'ther into the store -he turned to this 'individual a'n() "asked 

, . . 

if he could be of nssistallcc. ,The·individual stated that· he . 
winhoct to purchase some b\inoculCtx~, and Mr. CAR~ENTE,~'?.t~ld:~~;:-~·. , 
h:il~l that h~ was nbout out of binoculars and "bell'eved~the';' ~"'-'::' 
()n~~' 011<':8 he bnd in stock wer-t> a" pair sclling~~for~\$20'0::nnd ';.' ""', 
tli}oth(H' pni1' selling for ninety-some dollars. The individual 
f:tHt(~c1 lhnt he believed 'these were'toolhigll"p.riced for him, -, 

.. ,"I1Hi l ~l(:1l ll~r. CARPENTER l'eca lIed tha t . there allight be a cheaper 
~nl~ 01 blnoc"ln~D in the window and advlsed the individual 
'i~~~t :lC "ould find out .. Mr. CAllPENTER thereupon"went to 
Uw caoplny \?indow :1n the front or the store and determined" 
t !1:~ t ,,'&Cl'C \'ift!; on display a Pl ir' of Bushnell binocu l"ars 
~a' U.,tnc for ~39. 95. He b1'01lZht. these binoculars back to 
the: ctmto~wl' nnd cxplained tha t they were a Jnpanese _ import 
0/ t>ett('l' (!\Utlity. 'i'he in<lividunl seemed to indicate that' '. 

,110 oj.ther l'ccoC!nizcd the namC 01' that he £'tel'ced that there' .~ 
'-/e-).'U Sonc good In paJ')csc irllpOl'ts. 'fhe customer raised the '~ 
l>S,noculnro to his cyc.;s :lnd in some m~nnel'", not no~v r<?call~d ' 
by Ul'. CA\1PEN'l'EH, indica t?d tha t ,thes~ ... b~llOC~~D.,~S7~~~~~.:'~:;''''~(· 
~H:ccl>tnblc. . _ .' . :.. l ':::<.:"\:-.";,,,.~ ;'~ 

.- .... , 

" Oil· ._ .··i I it 

" 111'. CARPEN'fER l~ccalls ,thD..t .. the customer ·'asked 1f-', 
instructions were in the bOX, and Mt"-:l, CARPENTER advised him -­
that there \'1ere instructions in t~e bOX, but ,not,',much wa~ ": _: •. :... .... 
needcd to be known to OpeN\ te . the' binoculars, other than ::to ',.: 

r 'l,.--"' ......... 

.. 
.' 
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just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he 
placed the binoculars t~e price $39.95 and the amount of 

" , 
, , 

tax which was $1.60 and ,added the two figures for: a total .~ ri­

of $41.55. Be placed the sales slip and the box with the -
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name ,,' 

. of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
, , 

or similar type carrying case. The store does not record 
or maintain serial numbers for these binoculars and it is 
not l<nown what, it any, serial nu~ber was on this particular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size. 

~ .. 

Mr •. C~RPENTER described ,the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 

, Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

... 

119 
Page 109 

White 
Male 

• .26 - 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Black or'dark brown, neat, 
combed straight back and not 
parted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
worn 
Ruddy 
Medium . 
None recalled 

. None noticed . 
I Da~k suit, not known whether 
, or not pants matched coat, but 

recalls pants did not contrast 
. with coat; color of shoes not 

known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no hat worn; 
white shirt with noticeably wide 

,. , 

. space at the.,col'lar, neat looking; 
dark.tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tie, which was 
tied in a long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between 
the collars; tie was noticeably 
pulled to one Side, not in keeping 
with generally neat appearance of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics: 
j .' 

Average fullness; nothing 
!egarding t~~ eyes, nose, 

, ears or ,other features 
noticeable. Customer's 
hands were neat, though' 
nothing outstanding was ~ 
noticed about them., , r 

, , 
M .. 

Yr. CARPENTER 'recalls that the individual reached 
into his right front pants pocket to get the money with w~ich 
to pay for the binoculars. Tbe money was not in a billfold' 
or a money clip. The customer vithdrev two $20 bills from 
a roll which contained several other billS, at least two ot 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes w~re $20 bills. The cUGtomer 
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into 
his other fro~t pocket with his left hand and secured two 
quarters and a~nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the 
payment. After purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 

'walked from the store and Mr. CARPENTER told him to I~urry 
back" or some similar parting statement, and the customer's 
reply is not recalled, if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER does 
not know which direction the customer took aiter leaving the 
store ~ ': ~ :", " -,1 

;. /II 

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen 
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels 
relatively certain that if be sees him again he would be 
able to recognize him. . ' ' , . 

. ; 

" The customer, while in the store, did not ask to 
see any other merchandi~e such as rifles or guns or :, ' 
ammunition of any ~ind, and made n,o inquiry at all concerning 
any other merchandise. . , ',.' .' .. . .~ . 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the s~ore talking 
to Yr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the stor6'*'fie believes '''''. ',;,> 

CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mi. HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewh~re in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he does not know-whether or Dot any of these 
individuals took notice ot the customer. 
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SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN and SA .'DMz •• ,...., contacted 
RALPH M. CARPENTER, an employee of York Ar=s'Co~pany, 162 South 
Y~in Street, Menphis. Mr., C~RP£NrER was informed of the ident~ty , 
ot SAC JENSEN and he has previously been interviewed by SA· ... IP, 
He was told we had an additional group of photographs we would .. ,,~." 

.. ~~ .' "'I-\,I< _ .. * 
like him to view. He w;a.g told tha.t no significance should be .'<:::'«"" • 
attached to ·tho sequence or arrangsm.~nt the photographs might .. ",:;.: .~!, ',: '.~ 
be in when he saw them. Theso photographs ware laid out, one' "" ", '.' 
after another, on the second floor a'May from bystanders and other~ ~: .. 
employees in the York Arms COl!'lpany. . ., '.'., ~ "", i,' " 

_" _ :~ > ":: • 'i'l -ti ~;',;'- .;~{,,~. :- -.... ~-. -:: 
CARPENTER spent at least twenty minutes reviewing ,I," 

carefully each of the photographs. He :;>mrsssed some hesitation' '., . 
for a time between a photograph of one _."1$1' ttl and the ".,.'.', 
photograph of f.!}IC S. GALT. No names and no id~ntifying data' ;.,:.;' 
of any kind were furni:B!bed to CARPEl;"TER in connection with his .,-<.," , 
study of these phs. He did state in connectj.on with a ,'~ ,; ", 
photograph, 0 hat he thought this was a 'focal Memphis boy, .:_ '~" 
whom he might seen. He turned this photograph over and did "r",~:, 
reject the photograph as not baing' identical to' the one to whom ,5" .. 
he sold the bfnoculars. • ," . 

... • 1 ~.: .~--_~;; r
l 

.: 

He studied carefully' for approximately five minutes ~,'. ~ 
the photograph of ERIC S. GALT and amde comments concerning the "~;.:',. 
appearance of GALT. He stated the hair was generally siJlli1ar .: I .. 

to the customer but thought it might be 'just a little bit longer ""'" 
than when the custonar had been in the store on April 4. Be also" . 
said that he recalled the customer he yaited on did not have , 
heavy, bushy eyebro'Ws but they were more like the eyebrows, in the -, ,~' 
photograph of GALT. He also stated he bad no recollection of . -' :', . .- . 
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he Imd a 8mi 1e when. he waited on ',.~~.~ , :-, 
him. CARPENTER also said be had DO 1ndepandent recollection of ", ,~ 
GALT's ears appearing as they did in the photograph, but he then' " 
said he did not notice them particularly. He did furnish the . ~ 
following statement regarding his identification of the photograph 

'of ERIC S. GALT: 

" 

.- .. ,. . 

!, 
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,.:' ~D', 4/16/68 at Memphis, Tennessee File # lIemphis 44-1987 ,.,',': 
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"April 16, 1968 " 
'1.1.~. t... ;~I .. 

"On April 16, 1968, I, 'Ralph II Carpenter vas shown a group t y 
of 5 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen :' :.. " 
and Special Agent • After careful study of ".',,,,,:, ; , 
each of these pictures I placed my name on the back of the '~'.~' ;": ' . , 
picture which I feel most resembled the man who bought a :, ',:' :, .. ' '0, 

set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms, "';, "" .. 
162 So. Main St., Kemphis, Tennessee.·, I was not furnished .';' .. ~.', ,', 
any names or any de8cript~ve data regarding any of the ,':~ .. '''" 

_ photographs shown; I was also told that no significance '... '~;:" 
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the.' ".'~,,' 
photogr&phs were shown to me. I did turn one photograph . ~o~\.­
over as I ~h..ought' I recognized th is to be a local Kemphis ,".:' ". ;" ~ 
boy. I did -hot however recognize him as the person to wholl . :.'. 
I sold the binoculars. ',. :. , ,;; .,' 

. .. ..... -
• <I: II-

"In chOOSing the photograph I was guided by my best recol1ec- ';';'.". 
tion. I remember that the.'JDan who bought the binoculars '., ""!):' 

did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the ......' .. 
ones in the photograph selected by me. I did not 8e11 any,. 
other binoculars on April 4; 1968 ' ; '" , 

;"1'-' ' t i~ ;'~ ~. ~ r·~~" 

ttKy Signature attests that 
the information set forth on page 
statement. 

I a. in agreement wi tb ,A ,",' .:,' , 

one and page two of th is ': .. ; ,:' ',:,' 
• . _~ f 1"1:~~' 14 • • , ~.'" ~. 

/s/ Ralph M. Carpenter 
A t_, ..... 

/s/ Robert G Jensen 
SAC, FBI, Memphis 
April 16, 1968 

~,~ :.,'",;~. - ~ 

.' , . ~.~, 
::tf' .~ :~ "~~ . .,.~~ _'. ¥ • 

/s/_ 
Special Agent FBI 
April 16, 1968tt 

.. 

:' 

" . 

I ' 

" .. . ~ 
" . " 

. " . . . ~ , ... 
,. ~.,~ >t~.· .. :~ ~,,-.: of 

.,.~ ; ., ~I _. -;"".,:' .. '~~t-;~. .: ,"I. 

It should be noted "that the name "EIUC S. GALT" ,:'~.;,.!.~ ; ,', 
was not furnished to CARPENTER, nor. was he in a position to " .. ~ ", .. 
read the name when he signed the back of the photograph., Bis ' 
concluding remarkS, which were made at approximately 11:20 a.a.,. 
4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don't own a suit. I . ' .... 

" 8u~pose I will have to' buy a suit so that ,I ca~ go to court." 
. 122 ' ,.' .. ' , .. ', " 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'\GATION " 

. , 

" , 

April 25, 1968 Date _.....::. __ --:-~---

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered 'at Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No.2,' 
422! South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was 
displayed tQ her after being recovered by ·the Memphis police. 
She said the bedspread did'not come from her, rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in ·the photogr~phs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further atlvised that 
she did not believe she would r,,"cognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he ware.to "walk up and say hello to 
me right now .. " She said she did not look at the IIlan 
called WILLARD "sQual'ely in the face" and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him • 

On 

_ ••• ~ it 

7 

... -

Apr il '24, lP6_8 __ M_e_IIl.;;.p_h_i_S..;..' _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e __ File # _M;;.;,e;;..;;m~p::..;;h;;..;;i;..;s_4_4_-_l9_8_7 __ _ 

by ~S~A~"'''~~2~~7~;_,",-' ----Date dictated _4...,;1_2_5_1_68 ___ _ 

1 This c:!ocument contains neither recownendationa nor concJusions or the FBI. 'It i. the property or the FBI and i. loaned to i you: agency; it and ita content. are ELOt to be diatribu.ed cAAaide. you: -CeDCY. 
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" Date 4/10/68 
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Mr ~ "C;RLIE QUITMA( 4EPHENS, Ro;~"" 6':B:'d;;;;;d'''fi~~~, 
• Main Str furn1Sh~~~he following information to 

tllllltI __ 1I1I1I1 . icida u, Memphis Police 
. --'j '1""" ~ ..... ~ .. t , --Mr. STEPHENS, who stated be is 46 years of age, 

and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north' wing of a rooming 

... 

~ ,-" , 

hOuss, the address of which is 422~ S. Main Street. This' " 
rooming house actually covers the second floor of 2 .-
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS t room being located in the " :~ .. , .. .', 

.} 

, . 

, 
.".., t" "-

north building in the' southeast corner of the north building. , 
Some~ime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,. " 

be and his wift~were in their room. His Wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extended'period of 
time, was in bad in their combination of living-bedroom. 
He was in ,the kitchen, which is east of the living-bedroom. .. 
He was repairing a radio on a.· table located at the north 
wall of the kitchen. Immediately nogth' of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west 
hallway in the north building •. While he was repairing the 
radiO, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point 
within just a few feet of where he was sitting. He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometime ' 
between 5 :00 and 6 :00 PM.", 

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto " 
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway 
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he Saw the 

"man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle was wrapped in stt\stbing, possibly a newspaper. 
This m'an continued running to the end of the. hallway turning 
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street, although he'cou1d not actually see the man 
going down the stairway. . . 

i' • • 

" 

22 - -"''' ' 
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Itimmsdlately occurr~d to Mr. STEPHENS that 
this was the same man he had seen earl~er in the afternoon, 
possibly around mid-afternoon, standing at the door to 
room 5-8 which is located ilGlediately west of Mr. : 
STEPHE1{S b l:lvlng-bedroom. Be'stated that around'mid- ,; 
afternoon he had seen a ~an with Mrs. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at the entrance to rOOD 5-B lo~ting into room 5-B. 
He Saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in his hands 
at the time. He assumed this was some new guest looking' 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained 
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pOinted out that 
he, Mr. STEPHENS, is a"disabled veteran who has been treated 
for tuberculosis, and he spends most of his time in his rooms 
with his Wife wholis also ill and who at present is a bed 
patient. "';~ "r', • • 

. 
Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he. 

heard someone in room 5-B and a~sumed the man hehad seen 
~ had rented the room next door. He stated tbat he recalls 

on several different occasio~ hearing footsteps in this room 
and also leaving from this room pagt his (Hr. STEPHENS's) 
room and into the common'bathroom at the east end of the 
hall. He was also very much aware that when the person went 

from room 5-B to the bathroom, that person remained in the bath­
room for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that 
this'is particularly noticeable since this is a commo~ bathroom 
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He 
also specifically recalled that only on one occasion did 
he hear the commode being flushed and he waS therefore curious 
as to why this p~rson was spen~ing so much time in the bathroom. ~ 

• He stated that on the last occasion that someone' ", 
went from number 5-B to the bathroom prior to the'time be ' '. 
heard the shot ~ he would estimate that that. person remained _. 
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During <';-­

this period he heard no noises coming ~rom the bathroom.' ~ 
He also specifically-reca~ls that durtng~this samo period,' 
Mr. WILLIS ANCm£~ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi-­
ately west of 5-B where the new tenant apparently was located" 

" 
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.. 
had knocked on Mr. STEPHE'NS's door and somewhat ~:::.angrilY '''\,'''., 

"inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long. .t~' 

it was at the end of this latter period ,of time ,'­
that Mr. STEPHElm heard the above described shot which he 
was certain came from the bathroom. He stated that immediately . 
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across " 
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming. ..-
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people . 
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the . 
best, he did r~t hear any additional noises coming from the 
bathroom. He pointed out,that he would expect to hear a 

"scuffle" coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom. 
had fired, the shot that killed MARTIN LUTlmR KING, but he 
cannot recall hearing such a.~"scuffle." He stated that he 

Simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the 
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of t~e building, or whether the man 

~ in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
heSitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the 
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down 
the hall to see the man running carrying something in his hand • . . 

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the 
north building of this rooming house at the time of this ; 
,incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's ~ife, 
who was in bed and who waS never in a position to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHU2Z (phonetic), above, in room 
4-B, who came out of his roo.m and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 

'hall, (4) ,Mrs. JESSIE LEnt~~T'l'ER, a deaf and dumb lady who re­
sides"in room 1-B toward the front (west) of the 'north wing 
or north building, and (5) the unknown man who had occupied 
room 5-8 who was running dow,n the hall as previously stated. 

Kr. STEPHENS stated that Kr. ANCHUL'JZ made some remark 
",',' to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the ... 

unknown man apparently made some kind.~reply. 

24' 
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear • 
footsteps in 5-B and could bear footstep~)between 5-8 and the 
bathroom, he at no time heard any conversation in 5-8, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time ' 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise o~ 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-8. He pOinted out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it 'is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when he Saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
saEWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he Saw what he believes to be the . 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear.. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: " 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair: 

2S 

Unknown .. 
White 
Male 
t'in his 30 fa • tt 
S' 10-11", 
165 pounds 
Average 
Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
described as "dark blond" 
«-having the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described bar1ine 
as receding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
making it appear he would have 
"paaks tt on either s ide but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of .his head 
between the peaks; Hair 
combed straight back. Normal 
or average haircut. 

- . 
. . 
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Dress: 

• 

General Appea~ance: 

. -

.. 
t 

, . 
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Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit' 
Clean dhaven, neat appearing 
indi vidual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE~TIGATION ., , . ' . ... 
, ~~, _~. 't- ~, 

,. . . 
1 Date __ 4..;;..:/;....;7~/...;;.6..;;..8 __ ;_· __ . .. 

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422Js South Main 
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he was with his wife at the above address. He stated 
that at about 3: 30 p.m., on the above date, ,.pe began working 
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair~ 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the 
table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he 
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next 
apartment tO,him, Apartment SB, leave his room several times 
and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment SB ~ 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would. open and then close. 

• 

. Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that . 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the bathroom he failed 

, to flush the'toilet or to run ariy water with th~ exception of 
the last ttme he was in the batnroom. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this individuai seemed to be spending 
an undue length of ttme in this bathroom •. At about 6:00 p.m." 
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom.' Upon hearing 
this noise, Mr. STEPHENSJan from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He sta~ed this is 
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment building. As this was··happening WILLIE. 
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment 
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window'which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel. 

~27 
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" . . 
Hr. STEPBENS stated that the man wl10 was in 

Apartment 5B had checked in about 3 :00 or 3 :30 p.in. on ",~ 
April 4,' 1968. ,He stated he vas sure of this because' ho"had,'~ 
hoard the landlady showing him the.apartment at l that' ~1mo, Be ". 
stated ho glancod out of his door and got 11 fairly good look at ,',' 

. . , 

'the man who he descr1bsd as' baing a white male; 5' 10-11";' I ',' .' •• 

weiching 165 pounds; sl.,nder bUild; ruddy cOMplexion; sanay , " 
hai~r had a long,' sharp pointed Dose; wearing wbat appoared "to':, , .' . 
be a da.rk bluo or black suit, white shirt and dark tie .. "· '::,. 

,I ; t ",;) l • , iI , 

· ' Mr.. STEPBElfS stated tba t the man who ho 8a9 r,unniDI' ,.": ,. 
out of the bathroom c10aol), resembled tho Nan who had' checked ,'. .j j~ 
into Aparblent 5B. He said he could only see the man who ran", '" . :. '. i " 

from the . b~throom from behind, but his general build, hair ", ' .... ';,', -: 
coloring and clothes vere the'e~ aa tho individual' in 
Apartment 5B. . '. 

I it f. 
. ' 

~I. I 

· ' ·Mr. STEPHENS descr1bstf~the 1Ddividual·,tle:saw .... runnins 
out of the ~~:~~~oom as follOW8~ ." ': .'. . 

,;., ~ • .:. •• .. t~' !, .. ~ ' .. , -:-:.; .. " ~c, · , ':.1i~i te ·S':. ,;,-': -:f ," •. ,.' -,.~ • 
Sex..·' ~Kale . I 

.. "Height ". . . 5'10_11" ,"" '~"" 
" Weight , 165 , .... "0 '.~' •••• " 

Build ,,,.' .• 4~"" Slender , ,~, ," .. ' •. :", : 
:' Complexipn. . . . Ruddy ...... ;:' • ,- • ., .• ' . 0 

. : , 
:. f 

, . 

., Hair .' Sandy, slightly Oil ~ar.k 8i~~ 
.. C~ot~iDg . W~aring ~rk suit .. , 

" 

, .~. ~ . . 
,.,.~ • #- ~~. • -~I ,;II • 

',. ..., Kr ~ STEPBRltS ,added that he had Dever: ·.et . the .an who' .. ;". 
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I • I ~. • • :". ~ ~ t • 

o 

"'. ,. · II", ", 
I I • ,_~" • 

" 

t t' 1: J • t' ,! , • . ,., \ . . 
,,\ f ,. I • -t.~ ;,' ,~. 

, , ... 
,~-. 

,.<,';t . , 
, 0 

• I hi j -

t • J: ,. • 1., .~ • 

• . .. .. t. .: •• 

~ -" .. : 

I • 

, . "',' 
" -I ,-. " 

.' , 

' .. IF "I . - 28 " " . . \. . , 
I,., 

'., . " 

\. 

I l :j. 

.. 
" 
" . : .... 

, 
., t • 

o " 
~'I _. -. ~~ , 

, " 

-. -~ 

, . 
" . 



1 , , . ,. 
i~ 

" ~ 

t 
'f 
" 

i, 

.. . 
. . ... 

. ..,. '. PD.302 (Rn. 4·SS·U) .",,: . . . 

-... -.... 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , , 
" 

. ',", 4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

" 

l \- "" ~ j' I 

:. .. . .. ,.. .. ,' Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, "g'pS, •• : , •• : tel~phone' number" 
,.<lMII'I't, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the· ' . 

. O'rfVer-Rexall Dru~tore in Whitehaven. Mrt;y BURNS sta'te~ that-, '. 
- sh~ recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in.a 

clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon . 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained . 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which 1s all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inche~. " 

, 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought'it' 
back to the cash'register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said 
she could not recall any other items which the 'white man·· .. 
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for 
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for th~ item. 

'Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from'the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the Area, and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the 
time he approached her, and sh~ furnished the following description 
for him: 

# 

. 
On 4/4/68 

Race: . 
Age: 
Height: . 
Weight: .. 

.f 

Hair: 

Eyes: . 

.. 126 

., .. 
White 
45 
5'7" 
165 pounds 

,-

Black - could not recall how 
he combed it or anything further 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

~. l' t 

at ___ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_,_T_e_n_ne_s_s_e_e __ File 1# __ 4_4 .... -_1_9_8_7 _____ _ 

'J by SA / 1. I " ' 4/6/68 

I: Date dictated 

i This document contain. neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i. the property of the FBI and it loaned to 

... -, ~.... .. "'" * 
. . .. '." ,:' 

your a&eney; U and it. contents .e DOt to be distribl&ed out.ide your ecency. 
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,. Date _..;.A;;...l;.;;..;:;.;;;~~;;.;9_.;;6..;;8_~_' 

1 . 
1 

le
I' /')/ " I «' (.... )' ''',~ .• ,~::.-. ;,/~./. .,J /0...4"..c~~ . 

.. I' f '-" """ ....... , ~ .I" ~, .... --......... . 

Mrs. BESSIE RUTl BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422~ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, • . 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquartprs, Memphis,. . 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished" f ',.-,'> 
the following information: '. ". ' , .' . 

~ -,I 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P.M~ on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see '-';~" ", 
it.- Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No.8, which is located in 
the southwest part,of the bUilding, and the individual put his 
head into the ,doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B. She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week • . 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would' 
be for one week, and Mrs. BREWER replied $8:50. WILLARD.then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills. When WILLARD, arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILtARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home reSidence, 
line of bUSiness, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to Sign any type of register, ancr-the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8.50, which was made out 'in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD rQ~Ytned 

,-, 

'" , 

, On 

". 9 . . -
ALL INFCRHATTml CONTAINED' -
IlERllr~ l~ 1J1l~IJiE}r ,<, • .', 
DAtE ~ ~,~\o __ B' \)1\~~l:.,,-__ 4_/_5..,;./_6_8_' _at __ ....;;M~e;;.;;.m~p;.;,h;;.;i;.;:;sJ.,-..;;;.T.;;.e.;;,;;n.;;,;;n_es~s;;..e;;..e~ __ File # em his 44- 98 

... '. ~ ~. ..... 
, . 

"l ~'!.. • 

<: " " '.. SA 4/8/68 
,~ ,-", by , '. I'" Date dictated --~~-~--

" 

.~ -Tbi~ ~umel\t contains neither reeommendati~s n,or coneluai.ons or the FBI. It is the pro~y or &he FBI and ia loaned to 
:NW.6599l1'Ol~I~~i1it.l l'j~e DOt to be dlstnbl1ed out'lde your agency. _ ' . ____ '_-
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to Room 5-B or if he left the building at -'any time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mrs. BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after be rented the room, 

Mrs. BREWER's husband returned home from work at 
5:25 P,M. on April 4, 1968, and at that til~b Mr. and Mrs~ 
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr. BREWER 
then turned on the television set and was watching the 
"Rawhide" television program, and Mrs. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhide" television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minutes, Mrs. BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 P.M. on April 4, 1968. She advised 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. ijer husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back 
of the building and instructed"-both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as someone running~through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screp~ing 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

. Mrs. BREWER examined cash that she had on hand 
and determined that she had three $20.00 bills in her , 
possession. She was unable to specifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bill was furnished ,to her by WILLARD for payment of 
his'room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Mrs. 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
'Sex: 
Age: 

Series 1963~A, Serial No. F14002844A 

Series 1963-A, Serial No. H16l64663A 

Series 1963, Serial No. F06445143A 

BREWER furnished" the following description 

.10 

White 
Male 

... 

Approximately 35 years 

• 
'. -
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Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Appearance: 

. ~ -. " 
, '. 

~, . 
5'11" to 6' 
180 pounds '. 
Medium (carried weight woll) 
Real neat looking, c.lean 
shaven. 

'" 
)Irs. BREWER stated ,that WILLARD appeared to have a;',: ' 

, , . 
I 

' .. smile or a sneer on his .. face during their entire conversation; .... 
did not appear as though~~e vas the outdoors type; was " , · 
woaring a dark sport jacket or short jacket, a9 he did not t'i 
have to pull th~ jacket back when he reached his right hand,: t; ,',' 
into his pocket for his money;· did not notice any rings or ':"!. 
watches; paid no attention\ to his shoea, pants, shirt, ,: " ~ 
or whether he had on a tie, but was quite positive that he ,.1 ': ,',",. 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut, nor :}9 he wearing a mustache or any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking , 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 

,including nose, mouth, ears, chin, or eyebrows. 
• , .I .. . 

Mrs. BREWER claims that she did not particularly·, 
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on his face. 

, . 
Mrs. BREWER did recall that when she pointed out 

·the bathroom facilities to WILLARD, sbe told him that everyone 
. in the area of his room was usually quiet but that the guy next '. 
to him usually drinks a little bit. Mrs. BREWER claimed that ' 
WILLARD then stated, ttl take a beer once. in awhile myself.'~ " 

" 

Mrs, BREWER claiMed that she told him that was all right as , 
~ong as he stayed in his room and kept quiet. 

, , 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state whether any of the 
other roomers at her rooming house had an opportunity to 
either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furnish any additional info~ation concerning __ 
WILLARD's activities during the brief period that he residea 

" 

at her rooming house. She claims that she does not believe 
that she' would recognize 'this individual'again 'from a '11", .' •• j(.:.!: ..... 
photograph or if she had an opportunity to see him in person, · '; ! ", 

but qualified this by stating that she probably would be' " 
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on ,f ••• ' 

his face if she were able to observe that in the future •. 

11 ,', 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning his personal background or volunteer , 
any information concerning his reason fo~ being in Memphis. 
She claime4 that WILLARD's speech was "just like the rest 
ot us around here," and that his vocabulary and accent were 
not out of place in her roordng, house. Mrs. BREilER ,recalled 
that when WILLARD first looked in Room S,lhe remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room as he wou1~ not be in the 
room in the daytime, just at night. 
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1 Date __ 4.;...1_13...,;;1_6_8 ___ _ 

Mrs. FRANK (BESSIE) BREWER, Room 2,4221 South Main·, 
Street, ~emphis, Tennessee, who ~nages the rooming house at 
this address and who has been interviewed previously by Agents . 
of the FBI, telephonically contacted the FBI Office on April 10, . 
1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an FBI Agent •. . . 

",' Mr~,~ .BREgij. was .cont~cted by SA •• 'I~ 
and •• _~ .......... Eomicide Bureau, Memphis' POlice 
Department, at which time sbe advised that she was beginning to 
receive mail from individuals unknown to her. She displayed an 

Envelope postmarked April 7, 1968,.At Niagara Falls, New York, :l',; 

I ' bearing the return address, Mrs~Z~CCO, 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Niagara Falls, New York, in whf~h'was located a one-page hand­
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying Mrs •. ·-;y.REWER as operating a "flop house," the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact that Mrs. BREWER should 
"buy some paint" and ending by stating, "I'll.bet you even have 
cockroaches!" 

... 
A second envelope waa postmarked April '7, 1968, at 

,0 Des Moines, Iowa, which contained a printed religious tract 
and'neither the envelope nor the ,tract identified the sender. 

, On ,the occasion :of this contact with Mrs •. ,BREWER, 
.~he furnished the following information: 

~ She stated sbe wanted to point out that she 
has previously forgotten to advise officers of the 
Police Department and FBI Agents that at the time she 
ranted Room 5-8 to a stranger using the name of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there. was a small, cheap 
cnest of drawers, blond in color, in front of the east 
window on the south wall of Room 5-8, whereas after the 
shooting of Dr. KING and when $he next saw Room 5-B, 
that chest of drawers vas sitting against the west wall 
of that room and there was a chair sitting in front of 

13 
.. .. , 

° 

. , 

On _4-:,/_l_0_1_6_8 __ at _M_e_m..;;p~h_i_s..;;,_T_e_DD_e_ss_ee ____ "File # Memphis 44-1981 

.. 

by ~SA~~~!!~~~~~~~ ______ 'Date dictated _'_·"',;;;1...;;1~2..;./...;.6..;;.8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conelusiona<of the FBI. It. i. the properly of the FBI and i. loaned to 
G5~ur~M?3~j\. fPa~~ DOt to be dietribllted out.ide your 8Ietlcy. . 
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that window. She stated she was pointing this out since 
this would indicate that the occupant of the room 
definitely handled this chest o~ drawers • 

• 
Mrs. BREWER stated that since interviewed 

previously, she had been trying to think of anything, 
else which might assist in identifying the guest "who 
used the name of JOHN WILLARD. She stated as she has 
discussed the matter with her husband a:ld thought more 
about it, the one thing which impressed her most about 
the appearance of this individual was the fact that when 
she first cracked open the door to her room after this 
man knocked, she observed that he was standing at the 
door with an unusual smile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe the smile as a "sneer" or 
a "smirk." She stated that sbe cannot be more'specific 
other than to state that she was impressed by this 
expression on this man's face, as though he were trying 
to smile for no reason. She stated that she did not 
interpret the smile as an effort to be flirtat'ious. 

She also stated that her initial impression 
of this man was that he did not "fit in" with other 
tenants in this rooming house., She pOinted out that this 
rooming house is located in a poorer section of town 
where most of the tenants are ol~r people or others 
with limited income, a number of whom are alcoholics, 
and this man was clean and neatly dressed, giving the 
impression that he could obtain lodging in nicer 
surroundings. 

Mrs. BREWER at this time attempted to recall 
the words used by this person. As she recalls, when she 
went to the door'and cracked open the door, leaving the 
chain fastened, the man's ~irst words were, "Do you have 
a room for rent?" She answered in the affirmative and 
asked him whether he wanted a ~oo. by the week or'by. the, 
month. He replied, as nearly as sbe can recall, by -
stating simply, "By the week." At this point she 
unfastened the chain ,whic" secured the .• p~rtia11y opened 
door and walked directly to Room 8 located in the south 
wing of this rooming house. She stated that the man 
followed her to the room and looked inside the room but 
never actually entered the roo., at which time his words, 

: 14 
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as nearly as she can recall, were, ttJ(ell, I don't need the 
stove and refrigerator ~ince X won't be doing any cooking. 
I was thinking more of a sleeping room." 

At this pOint Itra. BREWER explained that the 
only vacant "sleeping room" (or room with no stove and 
refrigerato~) which sbe had in either wing of the 
rooming house was Room 5-B in the north wing. She 
therefore immediately walked from Room 8 in the south 
wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the 
south wing to the north wing.of the rooming house, 
and thereafter to Room 5-B. Again she walked in front 
of the man. As soon as she opened the door to Room 5-B, 
the man immediately stated that he would take that room. 
She then walke~to her room in the south wing of the 
building, followed by the unknown man, who paid her 
$8.50, as outlined previously by her, for the rent of 
Room 5-B for one week in advance. 

Mrs. BREWER stated ';that JIlost of the rooms in 
this rooming house can be secured only with the use of a 
padlock, and after showing this indi,vidual Room 5-B, she 

, removed the padlock frOM the door and took the padlock 
with her to her room. She stated it is necessary that 
tenants put up a deposit if they secure th~ padlock, but 
this tenant did not inquire as to how he could lock the 
door and did not request the padlock and a key. She also 
added that she did not explain to him the method of 
locking the door or that it was necessary that he put up 
a deposit in order to obtain the padlock. 

. . 
She stated at this point that she had been 

somewhat unnerved when she first looked at this man, at 
which time he had the unusual smile on his face, or 
appeared to be "sneering" at'her, and thereafter she made 
'a point of having as little to do with him as pOSSible, 
always. walking in front of him and avoiding all 
unnecessary conversation or dealings with him • 

. 
Mrs. BREWER was asked whether she now feels 

that she could identify this man if she sees him again. 
She stated that she thought she aight be able to identify 
this man if she sees him again. She stated the man used 
no slang or unusual expressions and she could not associate 
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no 
particular accent. . 
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She also stated that sbe is positive she has 
never seen this man before. She pOinted out that she has 
only been~handling the rental of the'rooms at this 
rooming house since ~~rcb 12, 1968, ho~ever, and she 
would have no way of knowing whether be stayed at this 
rooming house' prior to that time. " . 

. 
She stated that at the time she became the 

landlady at this rooming house, Rocll!l 5;;e was occupied 
by an elderly man by the name of OO~ODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill as of March 12, 1968, and sbe believed 
that it was on March 12, 1968, that be was taken to a 
Memphis hospital. A couple of days later, probably on 
either March 13 or 14, 1968, this man died. The room 
had not been rented frc~ that time until the time the 
stranger using the name of JOHN WILLARD rented this room., 

She.understands that a number of different 
persons have acted in the capacity of rental agent for 
this rooming house in recent months, including Mr. .' 
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADDOX never having lived in th1s 

f rooming house, however, and apparently having acted as 
rental agent for only a short period of time. Another 
individual who handled the rental o~ roo~ in, this -~iIIilI" 
rooming house was H. R. THOlfPSON, •• ' __ I 
• " •• '.71.7 Ill, who never lived in the rooming house. 
One other rental agent at this rooMing house prior to 
the time Mrs. BREWER assumed these duties was W. V. 
SAMMONS, who she understands is now at the Madison Hotel 
in Memphis •. She is sure that Mr. 'SItUMONS was the renial 
agent in January 1968, based on copies of receipts in 
her receipt book. She recalled that Mr. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while he was rental agent at .this rooming house 
and the matter received publicity • 

• 
Mrs. BREWER advised that mcst of the occupants 

of rooms in this rooming house 'are more or Jess permanent 
tenants, although she does occasionally rent a vacant' 
room to transients for only one night. _.,' .. ~ ... 

, -, 

Mrs. BREWER advised tlult there are 10 separate 
apartments or rooms in the south wing of this "rooming 
house and six s~parate apartments or rooms in the north 
wing. The six rooms in tbe north wing are referred to as 
1-B, 2-B, etc., whereas the rooms in the south wing have 

16 .. 
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no letter of the alphabet tolluwing the room number. 
She furnished the foll~~1ng infor~tion concerning the 
status of these roc~~ as of April 4, 1968, when the man 
using the name JO~ WI~\RD checked into Room 5-B: • 

, -

SOyrH WING: . 
(Rooms are numbered in a ccubter-clockwiss order; . 
starting with Room No. 1 in the &outh~e,t corner of 
this wing of the rooming house.) }.1 

.. . 

, r 

Room 1 - Vacant 

Room 2 

, . 
Room 3 

'Room 4 

Room 5 

. . 

- OCcupied by Hr. and Mrs. BR WER and 
referred to as the "offics " /; ,;'/"'::::;:::' ~ 1:/ 

- occupied by Mr.' BERTIE '. REEVES, an 0. c..f1'-i'~ ,-"v, /./ 

elderly un who is retired and who appears'''- d ~ 1- -
to be reasonably respoMible. Sbe stated ) tJ f <-
that )~. REEVES came out of his.room about ____ --
the same time as Mr. and Mrs. SREi'iER after ." 
all heard what they believed to be a shot 
about 6 :00 p.m., 4, 1968" .I • 

~ ;r~ . 
an older man 

as 
by Mrs. BREWER 

to Wave been drunk for t'Wo days. Mrs. 
BREWER stated she knew that VANCE was in 
his room as of 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, 
but she also knew tQat be had been on a 
two-day diunk ani:hlat he did not CODle .. /' ,"? 
out of bis room. ../ ,-- /. 1, ," ~,,/.r. f', • ''l1'~ 

.... ,rl t ~; ... , • ., •. .1. : ..• '(' ) 1 ,. I ' •. ..J 

- Occupied by !1'. L. MESSER,' "a man 75 to 80 I I ~ . 
years of aga, vh baa bean ill recentlY,~ 
whose nearing is very defective, am who '" 
was in his room as of the time of the 
sheoting. Mrs. BREWER ftdded, howeve~, • 
that due to Mr. M&SSE'R's-age and bis 
physical and mental ccnaition, Mr. MESSER 
still does not understand wbat .• ctually 
occurred and continues to ask what all the 
excitement vas about when pel ice officers 
and FBI Agents questioned occupants of the 
building.' 
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. 
Room 6 - Vacant. Man by the Mme of SAW' ,WILSON, ' 

who she underst~nda had been a t, nant for 
several months, vacated this room on ¥~: 

; ......~ 
April 3, 1968. L' ,<, i~d -'0 •• .,...",.' j~"""-

\ --Room 7 - Q::cup1ed by FRA~~ H.I'MARL~, an elderly 
'man l)1l(I ..... _ .11. who was 

Room 8 -

also~unk and in his ro~p as of the time 
of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY , 
did not come out of his room around the ~ 
time of the shooting •. 

Vacant. (This is the rOOM which Mrs. 
BREWER first showed ',to the man using the' l/ /--:' ... 

) / "'1 I I - I" ( name JO,HN WILLARD. ,:~ .. ( l l' • d. '/' • ( ., 

I - ,~~-.. "" .... "" .... - ........ ---.. -...-...~. 

, Room 9 60 
I 

i , 
I , 

~. 

Room 10 

She . 
at the time , 

, , / (') 

/ 

~ .. I . I' I ,> ,~l i, ' . '# -, r I Ii "" I ' _ ... ~-.!....J"... __ ~_,..,., t~ .. -

- Occupied by LEON . EATON," age'SO to 65, 
who she understandS to be a long-time 
resident at this rooming.house, who reportedly 
formerly' worked on a river boat. She stated 
it·l~ her impression that he was in bis 
room asleep at the time of the shooting 
and tbat he too had been drinking. - , . 

NORTH WING: 

(Rooms on north wing are n~bered l-B through 6-B, 
reading from west to east. These doors baving numbers .. 
bave nwnerals only on them, but all of the"tenants "" 
understand that the designation of "B" refe~s to the 
rooms in the north wing.) ~~".' 

" ' 

Room l-B - (located west of a north-south ballway . ! ,~~'" 
which connects to ,an enclosed walkway ,,,/ 
connecting the two wings of the~r oming' 

,.house) ,Occupied by Mrs. JESSIE L LEDBETTER, 
a widow who she understands bas esided at 
this addr~ss for Bome 8 to 10 1. ars. Mrs. 

Page 131 LEDBETrER is ... d~t£f auta. , ' 
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7 

, . 

Room 2-B - Vacant. 

• 

. ' 

Room 3-B - Vacant. " < /. /"". -,...' 

Room 4-B _ Occupied, by WIli~cHbTz, .i ~~~y'ed at 
Duvall Tr~nsfer Co~p~ny. )~s. BREWER 
later learned. that Mr. ANCHUTZ . 
reportedly saw the man running down the 
hall following the shoo~ing and had some 
conversation with him • . 

1, oJ f "11 
".f 

Room 5-B - Room occupied by the man using name 
JOHN WILLltRD and which room had not· ' .. 
been rented since former tenant, 
COMMODORE STEWART, died about Mar~h 3 /' 

. '~ or 14, 1968. . . 'd' 1 . ,,,,' 
Room 6-B - Occupied by llr. and Mrs. Cll"RL It S,'tEPHENS_* __ 

· Mr. STEPHENs::Is an unemploy'ed~ fubercu10sis 
patient and his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. I 

f 

· . 

· , · 

; , 

19 
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. ' 
1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . ' 

At approximately 10:30 a.m. DONALD F. WOOD 
'was-contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Alrp~rt 
HighwaY"BIrmingham, and advised that he is the son of 
ROBERT E. WOOD, SR., who is the owner of the Acromarin~ 
Supply Company. l~OOD was dIscreetly· questioned con­
cerning the sale of a RemIngton caliber 30.06 rifle, 
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased 
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966. DONALD F. wcon 
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of t~~ 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day nrj 
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rlfl~t 
as was described in the newsp.aper as the murder weapon, t.) 
an individual about a week before the murder. WOOD 
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice 1n hi~ 
records and i'ndicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968 t b ... 
had sold this gun to an indivIdual using the name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER. 

After obtaining both copies of this sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was requested-to accompany the int~r~ 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the l'''BI, whJl .. ".;:t, 
he agreed to do. Mr. WOOD was transported to the Rir~~~~~ 
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the follo~ing 
signed statement: 

"Birmingham, Alabama 
April 5, 1968 

, ' ttl, DONALD F. WOOD, hereb,]" make. .' ." 
this statement to Special Agent;IT& n .'."1[_ 
who has identif~ed himself to me as a Special 
Agent of th~ Federal Bureau of Investigation. 'I 
reside at ~, Birmi~ham Alabama and 
subscri be to't:iePhonenumber .sOil £ I am 
employed by my father, ROBERT E. WOOD, SR. at the 
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Ala., as a salesman. 

by _--=:..:.:;....0 ~--=-----lJ'ate dictated _-....;4;;,1..,;;;1;,.;;;1..;.,1..;;,6.;,.8 __ _ 

Thi." doeume~t eontain& neither reeo~endation. nor eoncl~ion. of the FBI. It i. tbe property of the FBI and is loaned to 
),0W' agenc)'; it and ita content. are not to be dia£rib~ed outside )'Our ag~c)' • 

. 
NW Docld:31989131 Page 139 

" 
-, 

' . 

l 

L.· .. 

-

"' • ... ... 

, .' --, 
r 

. "' 



, . 

, . ,.-, 

.. 
, . 

\ 

"On Friday,.March 29, 1968, 5mn~tim~ 
in the early afternoon I had just returned fr',):,~ 
lunch whon I observ~d Mr. tJ. L. nAKr:n, alr:(' a 
sa lesMan, completing the f,a le of a 1'1. flo to an 
incH. vidual unlmown t(~ me. l!r. nAKER had ~ju~.;t . 
sold this man a' Remington, Model 700, Caliber 
.213 Winchester with a 2x-7x Redfield Scope 
mounted thereon. Mr. DAKER had made this sal0 
and had also mounted and bore sighted the scor~ 
on our machine. 'l'his individual also bought Or':tJ.; 
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunitiun. H-e 
pa~ cash for this sale. 11hen I firt=;t obr-;~rw''i 
this man he was dressed in a dark busine~s ~u~t 

-with a white shirt and tie, as well as I rcroc~bcr. 
He was approximately 5'8" tatl, 150 to 160 po\lnd~ 
and had dark h~ir. He had a modium cOll'lpleii('u and 
appeared to be a meek i ndi vi dual. This i nnl \'1 :tvJ.i 
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER nnd stat~1 
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama. He also advised that he wa~ 
36 years of age. ~. 

"This information was not given to ~~~ 
'personally by this indi vidual, but I determin~d 1 t 
from the bill of sale that was prepared by 
~tr. BAKER. 

"Following the sale this individual l~ft. 
the store carrying the gun in n cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing COJllr.any. 
This box was used because with the scope mount~o 
the rifle would not fi t in the normal r{emingtnrl ~ •• ~. 
He also took the empty Remington manufacturcr'G 
carton with him when.he left. 

"It was, as best"'I recall, eithc-r latt"r 
that afternoon or early the following S~turdar 
morning "A'hen this indi vi dual called on the tole .. 
phone and stated that he had had a convers'atiol\ 
wi th his brother and decided that the gun he h:v1 
purchased was not the gun ho wanted a~d he rNl'H.·}~t.,..,.i 
whether he could exchange 1 t for a Remingt('n, .. ·~V,."' 
760, 30.0,6 caliber. I advised him that wn conld 
make this exchange but that it would cost hi~ a~ 
addi tional -$5.00. ~-

.' 
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., "At approximately 9:00 AM on Satu%"day, 
March 30, this same individual roturned to the 
store with tho gun he had previously,purcha~ed. 
When he returned tho Gun he had the gun aU.il i ~ 
the ,Drowning box. I told him that I would change 
the scope fr<)m the caliber .243 rifle to the 
Model 760, but that it would take me until appr~~i­
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I 
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and ,to \'orin)! 
the original Remington box for the caliber .243 . 
weapon wi th him when he came as I would need a ,~"'1r. '1;<" 
store the gun in. I gave him the Model 760 gun ~iltl 

'I believe that I left it in the Browning carton. 1. 
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchangin~ t~~ 
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings in~t~ad 

. of the Redfield base and ri ngs and thi 5 m:\do up tlj~ 
cost difference. 1 also exchanged tm box of .243 
caliber ammunition for a box of 30.06 ammunition 
which I, beli~ve was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain, 
20 rounds per box. He left the store carl'yl ng trp. t:cn 
in the cardboard box. 

"During the course of our deali ~s on 
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't ~~nt 
the caliber .243 gun and I told him that it ~an & 
big enough gun to bring down any deer in AlabaNa. lJ4:~ 
stated in an offhand manner that he wanted th~ 30.06 
caliber gun because he was gOi ng to use it to h\mt'in 
Wisconsin. 

"At the 'present time this is all that 1. C;3n 
remember' concerning tho transaction with this indlvi& 
dual., 

"4/5/68 
., . 

"I have read this signed statemont an:J 
accept where 1 have initiated one correction. I 

.. find it to' consist of this and two other' Jlagc~ 8'V:t 
I it is true and correct. 

, ., 

.' 

.. 
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_ Phone 595·2142 

AIRCRAFT-AutOMOtiVE 
MARINE-SPORTING GOODS. • 5701 EIR,\\lNGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY'~ . INV~ICE 

PARIS & SUPP~E~ \ BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA:==- ~. NUI>.t£R 

TO ._~c:.~.L~~~_7-
~~~~2 - ~&L"~~4~~~~=u-;:y:.~~== 

'HONE 0 WIRE 0 ltnUO . PICK UP', NAME: SAll~ 

AEROM-ARINE SUPPLY CO. (/vII ... 
2251A 

NET 101Al 

1~~--~~.~~~~~~~~~6'~ _rea~~ ________ ~~~~ ______ ~~~~~ 
"b, ( ,<:t. 

~ .. (-rei II ••• , •• 1 r,,, ••• , •• , "uu., ••• , .... I •• ,CI. ""'1 ...... " I,_"a .1'. ,'''''. ,.t', (IIICI _AI 
C.,-,II'. .,., •• • •• ,. ....... ., ,.. ."... ., ,., I"UI. 

RECEIVED BY 
MUCHAr:01U CANNOt If R[lU~Nf(' fOR C~fOn. UrUNO ot EXCHANGI Aft'R 10 OAYS fROM SAlE DAlE : 
PURCHASU~;VOICl MUSt ACCOWANY All lUURNS. 

f.;.: ". 
.. _ .... - • -..... .. 7.. 

! • . I~. '." ::-
'--. - - " I 

- --------------- - --'-"--'-
-,.: .. _~. ____ -:;..~:: .. :~ .. ~_-.._:.:4'.- ~ .. _" __ .-...;;...""_. _______ ~--....., ....... --..... J 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
, ,H_ 

i 

Date Apri 1 8, 1968 

DONALD F. 'WOOD, residence _ • 1 •• JrBir~iJ)gbilM, 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, was asked if he could identify a 'customer 'who purchase~ 
a gun case for a Varmint ~odel rifle on March 29" 1968. WOOD, 
after checking his invoices, noted that there was 'such a sal~ 
made on March 29, 1968, bu't the ,invoice was made out to "Cas ..... ,­
WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a~regular custorn~r 
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, te~ 1nch~~, 

, 170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN. WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man 

. about-two and one-half years ago. WOOD then ch d his oro~ 
and identi'fied this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 
.... Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Star,da..-d 
~t Pistol on Decemb9r 11, 1965. -, . 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WooD·made available th~ 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purcha~~d a 
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on 
March 29, 1968: . 

weapons. 

... 
One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,-. 
Varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009, 
StOck No. 753A. 

One Re~ington Model 788, caliber .30'-30, bolt­
-action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A. 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above 

'" . 

On Alabama File # 'BH 44-1740 
SAs ME 44-1987 
and ~ 4/8/68 

by - Date dict.ated ----:-. - _____ _ 
This document contains neither recommendation. not con;iusions o~r the FBI. It i. the property or the FBI and is I~~d 10 
yoW' Aleney; it and ita content. ere not to be di.tributed out.ide Y9 enc),. 
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FEOERAL 8UREA.U OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 14, 1968 

'. 
Immediately fo1.1,owi ng the of a package' at 

approximately 12:30 a.m., Apri ining three 
w from ial Agent Special Agent 

.... hand-carried them a rd a Delta Airlines 
light, c nging to an Eastern Airlines 'flight in Atlanta, 

Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORQE BONEBRAJ:E 
of the FBI Identification Division at. approximately 8;00 a'.m. 
on April 8,,1968. 

. 
, These items, from the time they were deliv~r~d to SA 
..-., llid not leave his possession until delivered to ,Mr. 
~AKE. 

.. . 
BirmIngham, Alabama 

On __ 4..;.1_8..;.1_6_8 __ at Washington, D. COt 

'. , 

", 

, 
File # _BH 44-1740 

4by SA II dictated 4/.',\/68 

Thia document contains neither recommendationa nor cl:r~ions?ne FBI. It i. the property or the FB'j and i,. 10&IY'd to 
Nm~l&.&M~~~rtf>fae~t.tf be diatribl.teil out.i~e S'I1J(agency. ' . 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION " 

; 

D 4/11/68 aoo ______ ~ __________ __ 

At approximately 1:00 p.m. on April 5, 1968, 
Mr. ROBERT E. WOOD, SR., and DONALD F. WOOD accompanied 
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Comr·any, 
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham,where DONALD F. WOOD 
made available a Remington Model 700, caliber .243, rl flte:, 
which was believed by them to have been handled by the 
unknown individual who had purchased the Remington ~odel 
760 rifle on Karch 30, 1968. DONALD F. WOOD also furnish~d 
nine boxes of caliber .243 ammunition from their inventory 
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed to 
have been handled by the individual who purchased the gun. 
DONALD F. WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and 
rings which had been the original bases and rings furnished 
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope. " 

i' . 
Mr. WOOD was,'l furnished a signed receipt for 

the above items. ",~ 

_~ __ ~~~y following the receipt of these it~ms, . 
SA ~hand carried'them aboard a United Air~ 
lines flight, changing to a Delta flight in Atlanta" C~l'I~t>~ia. 
and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEpRGE BONEBRAr.E ~f 
the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
same dw~se items, from the time they were deliv",~d 
to SA .. 'did not leave his posseSSion unti 1 deli v(orrE'!d 
to Mr. BO BRAKE. 

; . 

4/5/68 ' D _____ _ Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 _ ___ ....;.._....;.. ______ File # _________ ....;..~ 

=-------ua'l.e dictaWd 4/11/68 . 

hl. document contains neither reeommendati~ns J)()l' cODions of the FBI. It i. the property of the FBI and i. I08Md to 
our aeeney: it and its contents are DOt to be distributep'.lfiide Y2"feney. 
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/. ... 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

, .. . . . ... 

.. 'I .. 

" 
'~ ~~.' , . ' ., 

.' . 
, '. 

, . 
Date __ ...;41.Lu8i1..oLc.J6OLJ8~ ___ _ 

-I' ~ 
;, ~r-

'"., .~ ............ -
u.~;; 'I .urian • .' adVi~d'h: is ar, 

employee o~the Aeromarine ~upply Company, Airport Highway~ . 
BirDlingham. In ~onnectio~ with the sale of a gun case for a ." ....... ~ 
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making such a ' .. , ' 
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the 

~ 

On 

customer. He said he could not state that this gun case was 
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and scope sight, 
which was March 29, 1968.· He said the man who bought the ~\m" 

. case was a frequent customer, and described him as a wh1t~ male 

f 

. 

27 - 28 years old, 5 '9", 180 Ibs., heavyset, with blond, • 
thinning hair. BAKER l~entified 'the 'other salesman', who wou\d 
have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968, as the mah~g~t· 
of the store, J. HOYT STEPHENS. ' 

In' connect ion with the accent or speech of the ·pel'!..c)t". 
who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he bl~11evcd 
it was from "this" (Alabama) general area. BAKER said that 
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29# 
1968, and came' back later in the afternoon and picked up the 
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed \r, 
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not sur-e • 
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. 4/7/68 

. , '\ 

_B_i_r_m_i_'n..:g:..h_a_iIl...;,:.-A_I_a_b_a_m_a~ __ File 1# BH .44-1,740 

. . . 
it. 

4/8/68 by dictated - _______ _ 

Thi. document co~.in. neither r.eommendationa nor 01 the' r2.trt i. the ~perty or the FBI and i~ loaned to 
yow ... ney; it and it. content. ere DOt to be d,.triblt.ed outaide your .. eney. ,. 
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. NATIO~AI. POl.lCg AGgNCY, . .. 'I N T J~ I{ .p 0 I • 
NA'fIONAI~ CENTHI\L' mnH~AU • 

... :: 

» 

• 

II .. 2·(;hMW. KaSt;rnis.::\scki 
Chiyodtl ku. 'l'okyo 

j:11"1n 
Tclcgrapfi'ic Address: 

"INTERPOLJAPA~ TOKYO" _,. " ' •• ~, .,.; ~"I .: 

I' I III. 

"~f}U &(>l68 II • ~ ,~. , ~. J 

TOKYO, June 10, 1~~8. 

IlL" '~ttClC~lC 
I~crlcan ~bassy 
To~~yo 

Dear Sir; 

Rc: lnfor.m~ticn about a ~i~tol 
"Liberty-Chief" No. 715 

, .< 

In reply to your telephone request zn."de this t'lorni~ 
concernin:; the c~Jltioned mattcr, we ",ish to infom you ~s fo110· ... 3: 

1. Ocstin<ltion of this wc~ponls .::;hiJXncnt: 
'rilis pistol in question \las shipi'ed fro~ll the tl..'Ul~aeturing 
COr:1P~:r given below on Aucust 3, 1966, ~nd \-l~:l ,clc<\rcd by our 

· CU3tens l inspcction O:l Au~ust 19, 1966 and wa3 lo~ded 0:1 the 
nlt\ VANA-UAHU" ~t IISUHA-!>(\!t'i':' in I-:yo~o Prefccture for shi}t':c:lt to: 
N~"'J.c of a coopany. : LIuEHTY IU~~ com>OttWION. 
Addr~ss: 1'.0. BM. 306, MON';n~~, CALIF\)!UUA, U.S.A. 

• e' 

2. Itc::.s for your rcfer~ncc: 

. ' 

The name ot' this \';caronls r'\"l.nnr~cturing cornl\.my is tllV\Du:mli\I 
I\fd~.L\, Hl'tO!\U :>Jo;}:)i\(,USHon (tr~n!)latcd in ,En.<;li::h : ~lli~~~XU 
:1AXUr'J\C'rUIUNG COm'A!r1 L'1IJ.). . 
4~ddl'\!~s: 180, IN.\!:!-CJ:i>, KOCHl-CITY, K\..'CHI l'a!~:~CTUlt~, ·JA~I\."l. 
Na.'Uc of the l'rcsidcnt: lDO Chiyoki. . 

. 
Trusting thc'abovc info~tion is of so:e assi&tanc~ 

to you. 

.... 

for W· .. \U, l':Gil, JAI',ul: 

. . Yours sincerely, 

• 
" 

51 
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Crimin3l Ir.vc~ti~ation Dur~u 
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FEDERAL BUR.EAU OF INVESTIGATION 
, . 

" . , . .. 

D te June.20, 1968 a __ ~ __ ~ __ ~ ______ ___ 

, WALTER E. SPAIN, 
Birmingham, Alabama, fur 

North, 

Sometime in December, 1966, SPAIN went to Atlanta, 
Georgia, with his father, WALTER LEON SPAIN, so his father 

. 'could attempt to obtain e~ployment. While in Atlanta, , 
WALTER E. SPAIN saw an advert-isement in a newspaper for a 
.38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, which was being 

-, . sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta, 
believed to be Mapleton, Georgia. SPAIN, accompanied by 
his father, went to this -gun dealer and bought the gun and 
SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama. 

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his 
father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father. 
SPAIN was later told by his father that be had sold the 

.' 

gun after placing a want ad for ii in a Birmingham newspaper. 
SPAIN was not present when his father sold the gun and 
therefore did not see the purcha~er. . I 

" 

. : .' 

I .' 

.. 

. , . 
• I ' '. 

" 

! Ii .... , 

-. 

:,-

.. 

'-

,. 

~ 'On __ ~~~~ __ _ 
BH 44-1740 

_;;;.;;.;;.;;.;.~~~z...:A.:.:l::;;a;:.:b:.:a:.:ma:;;;;;" __ ---IFU. # ME 4 4-1987 

.-.....,.­
"" '\>:~ __ -:*'_)_~~- Oat. dlctoted __ 6_I_l_4_1_6_8 ____ _ 

:.~ • .> Jhls doc"",.", (o,,'olfl. ".Ith.r ,.,_II\.lIdollo". ftOf (O",I.,.loftl of th. F8 .. II Is th. prop.flrof th. F8. olld Is Ioo".d 10 )'OUI og."(,; 
• ° lid 4" (0"'."" .r. ftollo b. dlltribut.d 0",,1d. ,ovr '0 •• "". 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . . 

Dn~ June 20, 1968 

," 

WALTER LEON SPA! 
Alabama, furnished the follow 

Birmingham, 

" . 
In the Spring of 1967, SPAIU's son, -. WALTER E. SPAIN;/ . 

gave Mr. SPAIN a .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, 
which his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from 

I 

-" 

it .' 

, " 

" I' /1 

~ I • 

;'. ' 

.. 

.', 
.~ 

'A 

a gun dealer near Atlanta, GeQrgia. His son owed ~~. SPAIN 
some money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt. 

!n the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized 
in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and 

. being in need of money to pay bills, Mr. SPAIN sold many 
personal items by msans of placing want ads for these items 
in the "Birm.ingham News. It A~ong the i tentS sold "it'as the .38 
caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver. Mr. SPAIN recalled be 
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same . 
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the gun, 
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence. 
The caller said he was in the western section of Birmingham. 
About an hour after this call, and while SPAIN's wife and 
daughter were at church, a man came to the front door and 
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun, -. 
stated he had been looking for a gun of the~same type, and 
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN 
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a f~ve 
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did not 
give the man a receipt for the money, nor did he record his 
name or see any identification of the man, and he did not 
obtain any information as to his nace. The man left carrying 
the gun in his hand. SPAIN furnished neither ammunition nor 
any papers for the gun. 

When the man first arrived, SPAIN observed he had 
parked his' car, described by SPAIN only as a late model, 
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's 
house, a distance of about 150 feet. SPAIN did not pay 
any further attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the .• 
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birmingham, 
b~t he did not mont1oD any specific address or employment. 

-. -. -
BH 44-1740 

'----...;;,,;;;;.:..,,;;.-=--_a~._.....~~.:.;;;.;.~~.=.;;;.;;;,=:;;;;,..----rll. # ME 44-1987 

,-__ OQt.·dlctQt.d __ 6.;..1_~_4_/_6_8 ____ _ 

.. . .... Jhi~ doc",,,,,.,,, (011101111 ".i,h.r ,.co",~udo'~II' "or ~0"(1v11o"1 of !h. F~J,," i. 11\. ,rop.rlt ~of Ih. fa. OM II Ioo,!~d 10 'OV, Oa.6(7; 

II o.~ Itl COli '.11', or. 110110 b. dl.'r~,,'.d ov'.JcI. '0'" oa."c)'.· .-," 
I • I : 

~~ 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 1~J' . 
-0.-- 7 -.,.----=--.- -._ -~ . ..--~~ -----~~. 
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BH 44-1740 

The buyer said h~ yant~d the"gun to keep around his house.' 
Mr. SPAIN described the buyer as a whito male, about forty 
to forty-five year8,of ~ge, 5'S" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175 
pounds, dark hair sliGhtly graying at the temples, with a 
local (Alaba~a) accent. The man was wearing a sport shirt 
and slacks, colors unrecalled, and he did not have glasses. 

Mr. SPAIN v'as shown' five different photographs 
of JA~S 'EARL RAY, and be chose one which had been taken in 
California during January or February, 1968, as "resembling 
the man" who bought the revolver; however, Mr. SPAIN would 
not make a definite identification of the photograph of RAY 
as the buyer. 

.' 

Mr. SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents 
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an 
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time, 
he advised Agents the drawing reminded him of someone he may 
have Seen previously, but was unable to furnish any other 
identifying information. After viewing the photographs of 
JA~S EARL RAY and being questioned about the sale of the 
revolver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale 
of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted" 
in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had 
sold the revolver. . 

. -

N 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 152 
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FEDERAL 6U~EAU OF INVESTIGATION . , 

l 
1 

D June 20, 1968 a~ __________________ ___ 
1 -

" 

All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham Newa'.'lIfor ' 
the ~onths of'Septe~ber and oct~oer, 1967, were revlewad " 
at "The Birmingham News." From tb revi~w, it was 
determined 'that only ona want a or a .38 caliber revolver , . 
was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1, 
1968, issue. . J 
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BH 44-1740 
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and 
___ .... ulv-dlcloted_6_1_14_1_6_8 ____ _ 
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v. IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION 
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'I'he J'ol)(J',d.ng is subjoct ts Ident:U lcation record 
tia l\ltl1i.1"ired hy the PBI Identlt'ic~'tl(tn Division on April 23,' 
1968, Uhdtl't' :n:rr r. 405 942 G: ~ 

((J":·n~ ntt!'l"O~; or NAUf. AN}) Mmt~ r;;n cn~fWE DISPOSI'l"ION 
1 IN(;rnJ')\ Hns NU~H:Ef. on 

AJ!C:ElVf,fi -
........,..,,. ...... ~.~ ....,._..,..,...........-_____ ..... .".,~ __ ........ Iir~ ..... ,.· •• -.,... ....... ........ --w_-.._.-..-___ -----..~~" ___ 

A ."my 

}'hrl' 1 f f 's 
~)ff ica ).05 

Aligeles, 
('a'lll. 

p.P t- to s 
.\Tt~,~ J~g 

r .. l J f 

~.IJ {c.~dl\ r 
FnpJU6, 1 ()~--'I\ 

)'rO AJ h'n, 
111. 

J~1l Chicago 
III 

C('ol: County 
Jail Chictlgo 

. IJl 

St-'t.o ~!ni-
tent i3.1'Y t 

.h;] iet, Ill. 

, 

.]:t.mNi t;a.l'} 21l~/..jJj 

Ri-lY 
#16 163 129 

James Earl l0/11/4~ ftu.;;plcion 
of' b'Jrglllry Ray #B-119~08 

J:lmes EarJ 
Hay #139648 

.1a~les C. HOlY 
tJ5~)31 

Jnu:e:-. l"ai't 
Ray #7514 

JalJl\~s Ray 
#D90696 

James Ray 
#131.165 

Jall'lc~ 'E. Jt:lY 
:132419 

10/11/49 suspIcion 
459 {lt~nnl 
(burglary) 

<1 "H~/:ifc Vitgri.t ney 

'l,'?':U;,i no o11era-
to\· ':; lic-
ense - no 

• 

City License 

5/6/52 robbery 
(Gun) 

5/9/52 robbery 

G'13'5;; 
I I ' ", :t"obbery 

9J 

8 IrlOnthH County 
.Ja i 1 ~us~llded; 
2 yearfl proba­
tion served: 
firs t 90 da)'s 
County Jail: 
146 12/30/49 
CR-129438 

released to pay 
latel" 

Grand Jury 
~3000 

6/13/52 sen-
tenced to pen1-
tenti%ll"Y 1 to 2 
years 

1 to 2 years 

4 f':: e f' 

NW 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 155 . 
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\f'; 14!-1987 

. 
S til te J>ani- .J"mes £, n .... y 
t~nliary R19121 
POlltiOlC, Ill. 

~o 'Fdt"-611"ds­
.... t·J t (! , !ll. 

~'("I 1&-1 nn iba 1 
\t t~S(JUI' i 

~': ~ f.f.,~ R 1 gll­
', .• " (Ja t ~'o'l . . . 
-":1('r)!l, ~to. 

tiS4 K:lnsas 
City • .Mo. 

" ~O ~tnsas 
(.) ty Mo. 

U. S. Peni­
tont ial"Y 
J.(·,:Hen~or til, 
Krill 

PO Sl. 
;..-,ui&: No. 

.4 

James Earl 
Raylf~640 

James E. Ray 
#40714 

Jamf:~ F:lrl 
Ray /lB-3376 

Janles E~l"l 
F.JY #J2018 

J;unes Earl 
Ray #29637 

James Earl 
Ray #72498-1. 

James' Earl 
Ray 17'81071 

7/7i52 robbery 
1952 in 
transfer 
t'rom JolIet. 

8/30/54 burglary 
&. }arcen.y 

~ '. j -

; 
-; *' 1 1 

i, 

'1 ' -'" - ! • ")' ~ . . , 

DISPOSITION 

1 to 2 y~ars 
3/12/54 
d ischar'ged 

'., 

3/23/55 in\"cRtlgation 
of. breaking & 

:. 

entering Post 

3/23/55 

;3/28/55 

" 

Office 

'cashing 
stolen l~os­
tal money 
ordel's 

forgery 
U.S. Postal 
Money Order -

rele~sed to 
Pos ta 1 Inspec­
tor Kansas City· 
Mo., 3/24/55 

sentenced to 15 
months custody 
Attorney General 

3,28/55 forgery - 3/7/55, 3 years 
Government and 9 rnon ths 

7/7/55 Post Office 
La:r;s FOJ'ge 
Money 
Orders 

10/10/59 suspicion 
of robbery 

92 

3 years and 9 
montbs'5/20/S8, 
conditional re­
lease 3/31/59, 
maximum 4/5/58, 
conditional re­
lease on charge 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders 

" 'I :. 

.; -_ ..... 

..... -~~·t""'-~ -" ... .,. .. ~ "" .... ,,!'; • .., ~ : .. ~,. ... .r:~ ~ ..... ~~~I ~ ......... JI# ....... ~, ... ; .. ::.··C .... ~· 
rN~is~ci~id.:~1r-l>~~1gg·~. - :-, ~ ... ~ 'J '. ,~, 
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-....;...~ ......... --.---
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Me 44-1987 

, 
~. 

. , 

(l.ONTR 1 J~JTOR OF 
, ~. )~lNliEhP.R lNTS 

NAME AND 
NUMBER 

. . , 
I • 

'/ 

~. t 

j 

.. 
". I. 

CHARGE 

:' 
'. 

i 

;. 

i ,', 

" 
i 

" 

" ' 

.. 
'* I 

... ',I 

'" . , . . 
.' ~t I, ,~t I 

, ' 

.. 

DISPOS ITION . --ARRESTED 
on 

RECEIVED .... .,...._........-w"..,~----...-...-________ -.-.... .... ____ ~.;;..;..;;.;,;.. __ _ 

PI1 St. t!.>ul s f1~q!es Earl 
!ICJ • RAy #81011 

" 

State Pent..: Jarot!s finrl 
hmtlnry R~y 11(10416 
.Tefferson ", 

'. 

City, 110. 

.. 

10/16/59 

, " 

"I 

" , 

3/11/60 
, -, 

,,0' 

suspicion 
of robbery 
stealIng " ~"' .. ~ 
fugitive 
othftr i_ 

author! ties' 
, 

.. 

'-ref' 
oporating 
motor vehi­
cle 1IJ1 thout 
permlssiO!l 

20 years ' (20. 
7, 5, con-·, 

current) 

of OTner • 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 
(2 charges) 



.. 

, , 

Mf. -1-1-198; 

Tho fol1o~ingl~ a description of the subject, 
t'l~ tal ned froll1 ~ource~;.: r~l~t out elsewhere in this report: 

" , 

~JI, ..\ 

~:~~C: : 
S~YX : 
Race: 
Dato of Bit-tit: 
Place OJ' Birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Ey~s: 
Social Seculol1.:; No.: 
Army Srria~ ~unber: 
FBI Number! 

'. ,-

"j:. .... -,:~ ; 

- '"hf j I ,. ~ , 

94 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 
llale 
White 
March 10, 1928 
Alton, Illinois 
5'10" 
163 - 174 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 
334-22-6876 
16 163 129 
405 942 G 

• 

~" • " A_ I 
""'7 ~-l ~ - "et 

- .. ". j 
" 

~ , l 

! ,1 I 

-.111 't 

. . 

- " 'W, .,.~~ .t.~' 
~>I: :tt--. 

.y. .... ..M ~ 

"" : ................... '\,. .. 
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.' Th.' followin9 F£I record, NUMGER " 405' 942' G , , is furni$hcd fOR OffICIAL USE ONLY. 
'. !nrormction shown on this Id-anlificathm R':cord ~cpres~nls dato furnis"~d,FlsJ by fingerprint conJribulon. WHE?: 
,/ fINAL DJSPOSmON IS NOT SHOWI C OR FURTHER EXPLANATION O~ CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUN1CAlE. 

WitH AGENC'· CONTnl3UTING THOS,E:: flNGERf'RiNTS. ., . '. 

\\ • CONT~~urO~ Of _. AA~ESTED O~ c ': 
fIHGfR?~NTS NAME mD ;fI)MaE~ RECfIV~D C~GE,. DJSPO!ITIO~ 

, ' , , . Jatnes Eart ,Ray:', Fe,)ruary 
#16 163 1~9 r 19, 1946 . . 

. . 
, ' • • I ,. -. 

Sheriff's Office' 
'Los An~elcs, . , 
Califor:lia ., 

-, 

P~lice Depart~ent 
Los Angc1es~ 
t;a1ifornia-

, , 

James Ear', Ra~ 
#B-119908 

, . 
James Ear't Ray 
#139f?48 . 

. .. '.--, 

-, 
{ , . 

I 
, '-,' " , , .. ..... '. 

.--, 
_... ,. II ... • 

" , . 
• , , . , . , 

" • 
~tjn:l'j if • s O;f fice . James E. Itay 
::!,:~l..ir Rapids, Iowa #5937 

'c.=lice 'D~part~en t 
.. :a. ton, Illinois 

J ames Ear i. Ray 
#7514 

, . 
, " 

, 

)~iice Department 
~i~ago, Illinois 

. ~: 

James Ray 
#D90696 

',' 

I 1-. 

",~k, County Jail 
'hicago, Illinois 

,~ :j I , 
:ta te Peni ten tiary 
, lirt, Illinois 

James Ray 
#131165 

", 
~ 

James E. ~ay 
#3~419 . 

"~~\:'~~Pcnitcntiary Jamc's E. ~ay' 
. ~ti:\c ~ Illinois #19121 . 

... I, 

,.I._, •. ~ '. :~: -,'" "" 
, , . 

,,," . 
t.' .' 

'" 

. , 

, " 

'. 

- : 

" . 

October' 
11, 1949 

." 

suspicion of ' 
burglary ,. 

" . , 

" .,,' /' 

October tI suspicion , 8 Jilonths Cou, 
11i 1949 459 Penal Code Jail suspend~ 

" (b),lrglary) .,," 2 years. 
, " 

.#.1 

.. '", 

'. 

probation 
-, served· 'firs , , 

90 days Coun 
_,'. Jail j 1~6" 

Decc:tber:30, 
_. ,1949 Csl~94: 

April l~, vagrancy 
1950 

~ . .. ,.. . 

July 23, 
1951, 

May 6, 
19'52-

Atay' 9,·~ 
1952 

no operator's 
license -,no 
State License -
no' City License 

robbery ~GUll) 

robbery 

" . 
-'" " 

June 3:3" ,robbery 
1952 . .. 
July 7, 
1952 
in 
transfer 
from 
Joliot 

" . ~ .. 
robbery " ' . . . 

, .' ,. 
-', 

.. 
: . 

, , 

released to 
later 

Grand Jury 
~30Qb' • ~-... ... .-. 
June 13, 195 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
;L:to~2 years 

L~· to,w2 years 
March 12, '19 
discharged 

, Nototr;;; indicated by • or," NOT baso::r ~n fingerprints in fBI files but ore listed only as investigative leads os 
b:ing possibly identical with subied of tt},is record.' :. .. d H . 

, ' , " ,,' • . John E gar oover 
NW 65994 1:3""""".t9~"9"!"it·'., Pa.ge,159 -'" ' ~ Diredor 
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.. The following Fai record, NUMOER # '~n5 912 G • L. , is furnished fOR OffiCIAL USE ONLY. 
In~ornlc~ion shown on this Identification R~.:ord roprcs~l'\t~ doto furnbhed fBI by finoerprint contributors. WHc?'= 
FINAL OJSPOSn'lON IS NOT SHOWN -OR fURiHER EXPLANAtiON Of CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUI'-!iCATC 
WliH AGENCY CONTRI~UTlNG THOSE F1NGERP~INrS. 

CON1R1~VlOit Of 
fINC;f~?~NTS 

Sheriff's Office 
EdY7:lrdsvi~le, , '., 

. . IBinois .: ' . , 
Police Departmen~ 
Hannibal" , 
lUssouri , 

... . 
State Highway 
P~trol ' ~ 
!:acon, Missouri 

United States 
!t!arshnl 
Kansas City, 
,~Iissouri 

• 
" 

Sheriif's Office 
Kansas City, 
2.Iissouri 

ited States 
rii.tcntiary 

eavcnworth~ 
ansas ., " 

~. • HI . . ' 

, ' . ..-
. , , 

?oli~e ,Depar~~ent 
:;aint Louis, 
rlisscuri 

" 

. ,-. -:: ..... .. . . .. ... .. , 
" 

I·. : 

Jnmes Earl Ray 
#2640, .' , ... 

. ' .. 

AAit,$T~D o:t 
~fCflVfD . 

August' 
30, 1954 

. 'burglat-y and 
larceny' 

James E. :Ray 
#40714 .. ' 

" . March 23, 
1955.: 

investigation 
of. breaking and 
entering Post 
Office. . ... 

, , 

" ,," 

Jal'llesc'Ea~l Ray 
#B-3376 " 

Jar-fles Earl Ray' 
#12018 

Jall~s Earl. Ray 
#29637 

James Earl Ray 
#72498-L ' 

: , 
" . , , 

. ' 

March 23~ cashing stolen 
1955 postal money 
.", orders' 

March 28, forgery United 
1955 States Postal, 

, ,~Ioney Ordc'r 

~!arch 28,~ I Forgcr'~ _ 
1955 . Govcrruncnt 

July 7, 
1955 

, , 

" 

'.' 

, , , . . . 
. ' 

'. , 

Post Office 
LaVIS' 
Forge ';'; )Ioney 
Orders, 

, . 

, .. 
• DJ$POsrrSON ~:. 

" 
, , 

' . . 
.., 

roe1enscd to 
Postal Inspec 
Kansas City, 
.tissouri 
rJarch 24, 195 

ricntcnced to 
l5 months 
~ustody of ' 
~ ttorncy Gene: 

~uly 7, 1955 
~ years and 
f:\onths ' 

c -
~ years and 9 
tnonths :'fay 2.0, 
~958 ,conditio •. 
't"elease l,!nrch 
1959 maxiJlur.l 

, 
I . ' . 

. ~pril 5,' 1958 
r.:onditional . 
~e1ease on cha 
pf Post Office 
~orgcry Post 
pffice lloney 

"Prders : 

James Earl Ray 
#81071 : 

" 
, I I ~, 

.. _. . 

October 
10, 1;959 

, 
~.... '. 

.' " 

. .. 

suspicion of . 
robbery ", -.. . " , 

" . 
" • 
'. , 

, , . 
. .' . . 

" 

Nototions indicoted by • aro NOT bosed on fingerprints in fBI fires but are listed only as investigative leads os 
'being possibly identical with'subjed of this record. .: ' 

, ' ',~ ,"' John Edgar Hoover 
,,',,' " ' ' ,,~: " ,Oiredor 

P'age"16iJ :'~.". - ---,." " ¥~. < -,=, "~ ~-. ... ~- .B~ " ' " 
. -. " 
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\·I:\S~:a,:~.c~J, P.C. :,(3S~7 7 :-26-63 S6( 

The foilowing Fill record, NUMnE~ '~05 9-12 G , Is furnished fO~ Of::lCIAl USE ONLY. 
, Informo~jon shown on this IdontiOc:olion Rocord rcprcsenb doto furnished Ftl by flngorprint cor.fribu~or$. V/H,~E 

FINAL DISPOSITION IS, NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATI 
WITH AGENCY CONTmnUTING THOSE f'NG~RPRINTS. 

CONTmUTO~ 07' 
flNGER"~INTS 

. , 
, . 

AtltCSTED O;t 
RECtIV~D CHARGe 

" , 

",- . 
• DISPOSITION .: .. , 

; Polico Dcpartnlent James Earl'Ray Octob~r 
#81071 ,... 16, 1959 

suspicion of 
robbCl,·y ., 
stealing and .. 
fugitive other 

, Saint Louis, . 
; !Iissouri' , 
" 

'"II .... . 
State Penitentiary Jane9,Enrl Ray 
Jeffel"son City", #004.1G ' , 
Missouri ' .• ; 

. ' ,f,\ .. 
• <1 ., . " 

. 
\ 

" , 

" . 
I 
t, 

. 
", 

... 

. . 
State Hospital' James Earl Ray 
NUtlber 1 . #37045 C-5 
Fulton, llissouri V 

SO l·!er.l.phis '.l"e~~ V Ja,rno~ Eari Ray 
'#39728 ' 

i 

, , 
; ". !.' ~ 

", 

,- ,t # 

, r_ 

, " 

, . 

, 

" . 

, " 
,I , '" I 

, 

, '. ~! . , 
" 

" 

. , 
./' . 

• '\ • I ,. , 
I.. f" • ~ 

" . 
. " I • ~. 

I.; t 
, " 

, . ' 
, ' 

" . 
. . ' 

authorities ~ 

t,1arch 17 t "Te" 
196~ V" operating Jnotor 

vchi,cle wi thou t 
perQission' oi 
owner 
l'obbel'Y first 
ttb/r.l DDlV" 
(2 charges) . 

Scpt~~ber 'Patient 
8,,1966 . 

, , 

.. 
'. 

7-19-68 
"~ '~ . 

murder 1st deg 

.. . . 
~. 

,~ 

.. . 
, 
" ,., . 
" .. , 

, , 

" . 
.. " 

~. 

, . 

. ' 
" ' 

. . .-. . 
I: • '" -. . 

" . . . . . 
" . 

.. .. " 

" "' . , 

· . 

., 
· 

· ' 

. . 

20 years (2( 
7, 5, 
concurrent) 
~pril 23, 19 
escaped 

• I III • 

. . 

" 
" 

'" 

" ~ 
I~ •• 

'. .- *.fI ~ ." , . 

"~I ' • 

, . 

. . 

. . 

• 'Notations indicated by • ore NOT based on flngerprints In FBI files but are listed only as investigativo Icads 0: 

being possibly identical with subject of this record.' , : ".',.' ." 
, ,..., , . , . . JOM Edgar Hoover 

, ~., :.. : : ' . Director" 
, , 
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__ ~ __ .~ __ ... __ ~ ... " _LL..-__ 



.. ,. .. . . . .. . . .. 
0#' Tho following FBI r,ccord, NUMBER. 405 942 G , is furnishod FOR O:=fJCIAl USE 0:-<; 

. • Inrorma:i~n shown on this Id~ntifkotion Re:cord roprc~enfs data futnis:led F,JI by fincerp/int contributors. VlH-
, . FINAL O:SPOSiiION IS NOT SHOWN OR fURTHER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE IS DESIRED, COl.,\MUNiCA 

· , "' 

· " i 
• 

CJ 

· ' · I 

I . 
I 

• • 
I 

. ' • 

• W'TH AGENCY CONTRmUTING THOSE ;:INGER?i{l~lS, . 

. 
' .. 

CONTPJwrOR Of 
flt-lG~"'IUHTS 

. ,-~ 
, 

• -~ • .o • 

e' 

• • ~. I 

, ' 

• '. . . 

. . 

" . 

, . 

. 
",' 

.. 

f' .... . "' 

.. . , 

. 

~~E$TED O~ 
RECEIVED .. CHAltGf • 

liMITED: qames) arl Ray fpr escape 4-23-61 
(oper l?/V "illo pc rm of 0''" er; rohb 1st deg 
blm 'of a D & D~'l hlill ro< tradite) Uotify 

, l'l'arden SPen Jef. erson Ci~1Y I-D inf rec 
5-10-67 -' • .. 
NO LOllGER \'lAtlTEl per inf' rec -7-19-68' ,/ 

• 

*,1. 

. , 
' . . 

• I .~:". " '. 

I'· I ., -,! . ., 

' . 

" " .. 
~ I .1 

. 
,", 1 

, . 

. . 

C' 

" 

. \. 
' . 
" 

, . 

, 
I , 

" 

'. 

., 

.' • " 

, ' 

, , ,.. . .... 

" 

, .... 

. . 

' .. • ,- I 

• 

, . 

. . 
II ._. 

. . 

" .. 

_t~.~".~. 

1 • "\ 1 •• 

..' 

... . 
• DISPOSITION' , 

, , . ' 

..' 

. , 

. . 
"" : . 

" 

. . 

'-~ . . .. 
~: 0', Nototians indicated by • ore NOT based on fjng~rprjnts in fBI files ~ut oro .listed only as investigotive leads c 

i : being possibly idontkal with subject of this record. .' . ". , " 
~ , '. .. . .' . . _ ' John Edgor Hoover 
". .:' '. '. . Director ,. . . . 
.--'~-"------'-'---w~'---'----,---~-,~.~'~~-------.--~>~--~,~.--~~I--~'~'--~"~'--n.~--~.,~--~~-

~ NW 65994 Docld:32989131 Page 162 



1 --, ::~Jo<j-- - ;,- =~~-=,~~-__ q", .. ~_'I!l_' --.-'-"-~--"'--~- r ,.4.1;;; ... , u. I .. V:~"::"".1 ,-., • .. ·.:v!:·>n~,I·\d1,J;'i 
., VJASml'-:3iO~, D.C. ~0531 7-26-68 .. Ii, ,.'. ," p-

.' .<1 t ... ' 
., 1:.. • ., 

• • ".I # 
• 

I 

. , 

405 942 G 
lh~ foliowins fnl record, NUMBER , is fUlnhh~d fOR Ofi=:CIAl USE a 
Information shown on this Identification Record rcpres~nts doto furnished fBI by fingerprint .con!rib~tor~. VI 
fiNAL O:SPOSlilON IS NOT SHOWN OR FU:UHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNI 
WITH AGENCY cONnimUTING THOSE FiNGER?~INiS. _ . 

CO~U~;UTOl O' 
flNGE~lUNT$ 

. ------~------------~------~------------r_--------_,---'----------------~~--------~ Al~ESTED. O~ . 
lfCEIVfO 

cc: 
.. 
\'~arden 
SPen 
Jefferson Cit.y 

", . • 

.. . 
•• 

: 
" ' . 

. 
CHARGE • Dls,osmON 

'-. , . 
, . 

.* 0", , 

; .,,;" . ' t- '. 

" .'. . . . 
• " t 

~ I • -,. ~ , I 

, ,:II- .' : ':II 

.. " . . 
" 

'1':/': ~ ... ',': .. '~:".:.' r . 
i • - • • ,. . . 

I . ' 

I· .. 
i 
! 

• 1 
I 
: 

.. . .. 

" 4 . , r~· • 

• ~. t. ~;, ••• ~\ 1 

" ' 

. .. 

t 

I' , . 

" , , 

. .. 
" . 

.1 •••• .. 
." '­. . 

" 

.. . 
" ... 

" ' 

• 1~· .... 

. ~ 

. ' . . 

' . 
" , . 

" 

, ' 

. ' 

. 
• ,. l . .. 

, , .' 1: .. -,. 

, . . 

. , . 
-,' 

• 

. . 

", 

.. . 
-. . 

. . 

. . . 
• 

". 

• • "I . . 
.~. 

. , 

• 
. ., 

-, .. '. 

..... 

. . 
" 

-~', -Notations indicafed by • o~~ NOT bosed on fingorprints.in fBI fifos ~ut ore listed only as investigative leods 
~ . being possibly identical with subject of this record. '" " .. ..' . .s .', John Edgar Hoover 
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• l~ -II' ~ • , .'\ ~;~ .. ~ I ~ ~ ,Ii ~~ J - .... ".... l:.,. .... ' ... ~'~ it ,.. I t - • - ...... 

, •• f _ I ~t.- '\- i It _. ~.. ~ Il. • ". :.,'~ ~s,,<f. ... ::. ... , .. ~. ._~ ... ~ .. 
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The fonowing FBI r.cord, NUMBER . .'. :368 725 -A" ,0.,., -. ;ftc ••• :; ° .;~ is furnished fOR OFfiCIAL USE ONLY. -', 
I~formation shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRrSUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTt:aVTOR Of HAM! AHE> HUMlEl 
-, AlUSTfD 01 d , 

CK.UGE , 'orsrosmON flN'.UIlINT$ , lKtiYED 
. 

. . 
~ 

~ -.. . , , -, ' ,. " ". ... , . .. '''. ' ... . . ~. " ... JIll; . . ' . " 

" , 
.' . 

~'." 
'M, ," • t • _.1 , ... ;. - . . . .' . . ,-

State Police Jack ,Larry December second degree 
Liconier Rayns '. 30, 1949 burclary . . 
Indiana #2-16412 .. " . 
State Reformator~ John L. Rayns January second degree .2-5 years 
Pendleton #35297 . 

~ 24, 1950 . burglary 
Indiana 

• Police.De~artment Johnny Larry December ,sleeper released 
Holtville Ray 3, 1952 • 

. . 
.. 

i California #1341 
I 

, . 
". 

P~lice Dcpartmen1 Johnny Ray 
. i Quincy Illin:>is . 

-" . 
J ~ 
j , 

. , 
, 

'" . 
I 
) 

f 
d 

I .. , . , . 
, 

. 'State 
.( 

John Ryan 
~·c.·ni tent iary 
~:cnard IllinoiS 

St:1te IIi;:h7aY 
Patrol 
l:irkwood 
~issouri ' 

tt23401 

John Larry Ray 
#C-10670 

'}'oliee DepartMent John Larry Ray 
H1ghlnnd #415 
n 11no1s 

Police Department John Larry Ray 
S"int J.onls #112763-7 . 
~Cjsf;ouri 

• 

April 7, 
1953 

June 2, 
1953 

November 
8, 1961 

}!arcb 9, 
1962 

_. . • . 
November 

larceny of 
automobile 

_. 
continued to 
Circuit Court 
Sl.000 bond 

• 
June 1, 1,53 1 year tc 
20 ye~rs ~iniDU~ 5 years 
to 10 y~ats Illinois 

• . Pcnitcnti~rYt !.!unard 
Branch 

larceny 
motor vehicle 

• 
investigation 
of burglary 
and larceny 

. 
'J 

investigation 
. . 

. 
cornmon assault 

5-10 years" 
disch:trs;cd 
}-'cl!rual"Y 1, 
1960 

released 
Noveu;hcr 9, 
1961 

released 
. 
.. . --. 

.25, 1967 ttMult" City . . . , . 
'J ~L INFORHATION· CON~ AINED 
1 m~m, IS UNCLASSI~: ED . " "' . 
r tTE,'d--\\.."\1>'-O .BY~~i\N'cl..~~ 

, 
Noration' indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI.fi'es but ore listed only as investigative leads as 
bp.ln~ ponihfy identical with subied of .his record. 
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. ·1-'i·;2~~_" ! ~:~::, :U~I;( S;~~ES~~~ARTMENi:·'oF J'U(·· ·CE·· ,,:,.;:J··:;:~~~.7:·.7GS·::~~~ 
p.. , . ~ERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : - ...... :; ',; .. :-.,., , .. , ....... ,_ .. 

2 " . . "'" ., .. ':'~ .;', ,,~. , -... WASHINGTON D C. ~.201t37 • .. I.., ,..., -- _'t. t' t ... ,. # ,. ~ ... : \ t~. " *. .. t ... " ................. ,._ • .,jII" ......... 4111'"" = ._ 

,"w .:::~'::'>:' .. : .•. '/. :;<' .. ~~l'~: ~:\:i;~~~;~"::"~.:; /:/:.:.:~:-.;:.:~:;;:~.::~ ": :<.~\::~< ':, :::~: ~L~ ',:.:.~< :::.~~.'::~.':.~/"';. , 
The 'Iof!~win~' fai ,~iord/' NUMBER': •· .. ·:~.?6~725 '~ ::.~'~. :~'~ ;'''" ~.:-' .. ~ Is fvrnished fOR OFfiCIAl USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identificotion Record represents data furnished fBI by fingerprint contributors:' WHERE' 
FINAL OISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN 'OR fURTHER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE fiNGERPRINTS. ' , ' 

-, '. ...... 
... 

I , •• .. . ... --.. 

CONltla:,rrOR Of 
'IHGU,IUHTS 

.. ' 

: .. - ....... :~ • .... ·0 
•• t' .'" 

f ,.' -, ) , ....... ",,;:-t t'c>t 

" 
so 
St Charles },10 

-.. 
USP 

" 

Leavenworth J:ans 

. '. US? :(ar1on :LL 

'. 

•• i. • 

. ·.s '. f f·-.. -.... ,; . 
" 

John lArry ~ay 
!i39794 .. ': 

John la-rry Ray 
~3~S 376S~ \ 

. 
Jerry William 
Ryan . o­
n .. 

. . 

AttESTEO 01 
··CKAlGf tECflVEO 

• I "I 

~ 
" .' . 

8-2-68 inquiry SCSO 
" , 

... 

10-27- robbrry 

10-26-70 susp bank rob 

'" . 
John Larry Ray' 6-3-71 
1186198-132 

Bank Robbery 

J ohh':Larry Ray 
86198-132 

.. 

. . 
7-11-73 bank rob 

• 

\ " 

• 

• 

.;; ... 

.. 
• DlSPOSrTIOH -~ 

~-! 

18 yrs U.S. 
District 

.. 

18 years 

18 yrs 

Crt 

.. . 

.. 

. .. --

bt=!::>ns indicoted by • or~ NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but ore listed only os investigative leeds os 
of this record. • 



'.'? ,Pontlac ,Ill 

'.., !,:e~ard III . . 
,::; H\':y Pat 'i:acon 
':0 
~ Jef£erson City 
:a~ . . 

_. . .. -.1._11 ".enaru 

Highland 3:11 

.. 
I 
I • 

-~ 

not' , ... ,;..,.,..~ ... ~~~: - ... _. ...., - . -."-1-

Jerry Ryan 
#2022Sf\ 

Jer::"Y Ryan 
#23737 ' ". 
Jerry \·lilliar.l 
Ryan #B-l;829 

;. 

I Je"rry 'Uilliam 
Ryan 
#11354 

er~ Ryan 
'/23731 

It-8-54 la:oc 
t:'ans rr 
"'~na' ..... d ,.,\,;. _ .... 

, .. l-l9-53 .:~£'C~ c:::­
c~ ~ ~~.; "'.. -

2-5 yrs 

. '12-30-5~ L • 2-5 yr3 

-

2-2l~-5f' A~cd Robb 
deg:-ee) 
Circuit 

7-21-56 

- 1 .. " v- -;>0 

am.ed 
jail 

, -. 
, 

~i ... 'ljRrce""n., .... ~ '. 
• . .... ~ .• I I . -. "'. -, .. . 

.' 

par 8-1-53 

. . - .. .... -. .~ . 
. I 

hcr~'~ilii~~:n;; 3-~~62 li~V:& operating i $100 

~-

r4;~ I, on 1 s~ li~. pl<..tc ,_, 

I1c:::-ry '\'7illimn ~ay! 8-20··63 ?o.~ PL :::e1 
ht'll?"')O" :. -;r;J _ • I'a 

:Jc::::::y. ~1111i~ 
RC\y (tl05533 . 

'1-9-50 

7-25-68 

P $5 C 

J DeNT I fol CAT ION UI \,1510:-: 

" 

0 ____ "'" n~o ~'"1'},~~::-: - _:·~~,,~~:"~·~0t~~~>1':.~~~.~-'--."'-;-~~~~-"~~~~~=--"':~~~:':~~---:;:-'- - ~ : ... z~:;.: .. '*~~ 
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3-14-69 

Dear Senator Eastland; 
. . 

I read in the local newspaper where your committee is considering 
• inveslagating the Dr. King case. I would like to Inform you and the 
commnte~ tllat I would cooperate in any such hearing. However, at 
the time I am going to attempt to get the guUty plea set aside, I know 
that the odds against having this done are greaUy against me. But I 
~ink due to the unusual circumstances in the guUty plea it mite be 
possible. I personaly did not shoot Dr. King but I believe I amparUy 
responsible for his death. ,I will briefiy attempt to explain why I 
entered the guilty plea. At the time Mr. Pery Foreman aggred to 
take over the defense from Mr. Arthur Hanes we had a ver6i1 
agreement that their would be no guUty plea, as I wanted to try the 
case "in court. I haa every reason to believe during the first two 
months Mr. Foreman was on the case the.!!: would be a trial, during . 
that period Mr. Foreman had me sign a new contract with him and . 
Mr. Huie giving Mr. Foreman.all the money from any of Mr. Hule's 
money making ve~tures. (I had sign another contract with Mr. Hule 
and Mr. Hanes) ShorUy after this Mr. Foreman came to visit me 
and he had a picture for me to look at. This picture was about 

.8 x 10 in. ~.r. Foreman said Mr. Huie had given him the picture 
and that Mr. Hule had t the icture from someone in the federal" 
IOverninen _. The picture contain or men 0 owe 'Y 0 or 
pohcemen. Mr. Foreman descr1bed on of the men in the picture ~ 

• • 

as an 'ann communist' cuban refugee wno was arrested at the Gi'iie 
presidentKennedY was Slid'. "The arreSt took place in JSa11as I was 
toldfFI was aSkedlf I woUld identify the man l! he was brought to 
Memphis. "1 said no.. althoe he did look simUar to the person I was " .' - , 

. Involved with. MJer 1 wourdn't Identify this man, about all I was told 
was that I would go to the elec&ic chair if ! went to trial. I was even 

"told my famUy wanted me to plead guUty, but I found out this was not 
so. But I did not plead guUty for the above reasons. I did so because 
I did not want to go to trial with a lawyer who thought he was going to . 
lose. I believe U you think you will lose you pro ably will. On the day 
before I plead guUtyI Signed another contract wlTh Mr. Foreman. In 
this one I agreed to give him $165,000, he agreed to give my brother 
$500.00 in the event I wanted to hire another lawyer to reopen the 

"Case. Mr. Foreman wrote into the contract that U I embarres him 
(disagreed) in the court room he"could Withdraw, the old contract 
~would go into effect and I would be without funds to hire another 

- - .. --.---~ -------:----------------
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attorney. Getting back to Mr. Hule for a minute, while Mr. Hanes 
was my attorney Mr. Rule asked me tllrough him about public ligures 
and various organizations. I got the impression that he thought their 
was a conspiracy but he wanted to name the conspirators. And I -
sometime' fdlf"that my attorneys were working for him instead or 

. tor me. til closing I would like to say U I can't get the case reopen, 
their should be an invegcstion, as I have signed over $200, 000 to -
attorneys and not 1/200T'the witnesses have been interview. No one 
went to Los Angeles or New Orleans where I think much ofihe 
evidence lies. Mr. Foreman.said in open court that he didn't 
trust investigators, and the one Mr. Hanes hired never left Memphis. 
I would also like to say that despite what the papers and book writer's 
quote nle as saying, I have no intention or discussing this case with­
anyone 'verbal..! until it is closed. If I have anything to say I will 
say it in court or to lawyers, or in letter form like this letter. 

Sincerely, James E. Ray. 
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1 rc~ l'l tt:~ lo~al n9W~~~!)er 'r!il.~ra l·~~~ cOlumiltea 1:: conG!~~mi1~ 
In't,,,,,,~"'''''''f~·v.- t!v, 'n,. 1:-'1'n~ c,,<",,\ • I ~/C' "~,, 1~1.,. to f":.('''''1'¥\ ~~O" t;ncl t::o .. Wt.l •• ..." ...... .., .r • ..,~... "14' j k."v. \" It •• ,.. ....... .., ,-.,,~ ttl' ~. ., 

• "'-, .... ! "'"~;.:- ."~ H.,,{- 1 \"cu"1 c· ...... Y'!"··":\t·~ In !'\~~· .. T f.'" "11 h"""~"'" T''!'''-l ~~p..... at '-V •• u"" • ..".\.; ... • 1.... .. £.. ..,'" &/.",,A ........ ,.., .... ,., ......... "' ...... .... u. u-"" ¥. '-'A , 

• 

,.:, .• t~i\"~ -; ,,~ [r.-! •. I't' to r'!~"'r.·,·\ ,." r:'~t I.t>~ (rI,n .. '1r n~C'a ~~:- ~-.:~u~" -1IC>.J"'1 
~ • ., ........ ,. • ., ........ "~ •••• .;.I ~"""'~ ... ". t.., b~" .',-.. w ... ..- _ .!-- ......... ··"'·----1 • 

·til~.tt th~ 0 :'::~ c :,~ ~1fJ~ L~~ .. Vi;l~ ti~LS (':.:>it-:' ~!'O erc~\tly n5~'ln~t mo. rt:~ I 
thtl1: <.!i.'.a to the \t;:m~.m' Ch·Cl4l1ct~.nce::; 1..."\ Ul:l e'Jilty l;l~n. it mHc·bo 
""",po,...;1"" I 1";,· .• 1",,~!)1~, "~!d r. .... t 4'''''o,..t D~ 'f.-;",," !''It I t .. ,.~.;~"c I ~c 9\" l\., .. ·tl " • ... ."ItttIJ ___ v. .. .. ., "W ••. ~ • ..J ,.. .v •• ·.1.., ... A.d,;9 Lr, Li..., __ .,,~ .... , •• ..- .... .1 

rC5p:>il:!:~lo lOl' hi~ t!.~~th. I 't':lll ol'iclly nttcm!~t to c;;pl:l1n '-;&1Y I 
eV\fc-· ~r~ tl,,, t'~.'tlt'. r' v. .., t t!,~ l;':n'" .J t:r n:\ .... y l;to-"""""~n ~",,,,,,,~,,'l ~·o ........ \."1 ..... ...., -..,-' •• " I_Y,~. ~_ ~~v .... ~ \ .... ~. ~....,U';",.A , ... "' ........ .16 .. 

\tal~e oV\Jr L'io (:·:·:cnsa from 1":1'. Arllim.- H~l~ \70 had a VOl'S '1 

a8l'ecmo~6t that ti:cir would b~ no guilt;! plea, n~ I 'W2;lted t~ try th3 
cas31l'l COU1't. I hEU every ro:'.Con to t31io7e ('1n'blg tIle f!rst tr.o _ ... - .. __ . 
montlts ~1r. FOl>em~.n was on C13 car.~ Ul~il' "/QuId ba a trlru, durirJ3 
t!l:lt p~l.·lod ~ .. !r. Fo~cn1=ln hn.tl m~ fii_~ a 1m., CO:ltr~::t ,·,·!.th him r.ud-
I .. Ir. Eulc glvL"Z l,~. Forcmrw'\ all lli3 nloney u'om any of idr. liui:)'s 
mOll~Y m~:!ng V'-:~1~urc9. (l1ll!d sl~ ~"'.oi:hcr contract \7~!il1.!r. I!aie 
tJld ~1r. H:'J1CS) S1101'n1 arter t!~is 1-;-~. Fo=c...n.~ c."Ul!O to vic;H me 
and ho b\!.d a p!ct'.lre lor nlO to lock ~t~ This p~ct\!ra vm.s ~out 
8 :: 10 L~. ~Zr. For~m:m D~id i.Ir. I-Iuie hn.d ai70n hi.~ the pichu-a 
and that ~Ir. Hui3 had· got the picture !;:om S'lClCOne bl the fec!~al' 
govcl'nmont. Tilo picture cO!l~~in 2 or 3 man !o!lO\7CO by two or 3 
policemen. Mr. F01'Cmaa"l d~~cr1bad on of the m~n L"\ tl12 p!ctura 
as an 'anU comm\L1\lst' cub~ rafugeg 'flAG 'flag an·e:;,"~£d at the time 
prestd:mt Irenn~dy Tins shot. tt'l'hc arrest too!: place in D:ill~ r roaD 
told" I 'rl~ as!:ocl U I ,-:ol.ud Id!:ntify th~ man U he '\",·:\S brought to 
}~emphi9. I said no, althoe he did loo~ sinlUar to tl:e p~rso1\ I '735 
Involvcd \"lith. An·~r I \-70ur~1It icl~nt!4y this man, ;:.bout nlll was b!d 
vms L~~t I \':o'..!.ld c:=> to the c!o:trlc chr-Jr if ! went to lrl:ll. I 'r/~g c\·e:t 
told.l\ly f:u-"Uy wZltcc1 mc to pl::;~d g'.lilty, bat I rOll.'1d out this \7aS not 

'so. Eut I cad not }:lead CUUly for tug ~~ .... o ro:\!.~ns. I cUd ::0 b:lc~u::~ 
I dId not \i~"tt to So to t-lal \'l1~1 -a. lawY~l- ,;ho ~'louzht h9 TJaS C(.l~nl to c 

10zo. 1 b~lt~v~ 1£ yc~ lllL~~: you will 10t9 you p:o:'.hly \lill. au t.h~ (~~y 
~"~"'r!':\ I ,,1; ... v1 m'llty I rcl''''"''d ~""""1..C'·r c ... ·,tr!l"t ~;l··\':l '.-r.. "C .. A-.H,\ ~." Ii-.",..,,, •.• ___ ...... :') • w ... "'...... ~ ••• ~J~...... \JA. ~ ". U _".4. tl" I _"w.~. ..,;. 
tlli!; aile I ::[;~~c:d to Ch-o blm $1(15, CO:>, he ~~ead to f;.1vc my.bro~lc~ 
$ roO. CO in til~ C'Icnt I \'!~n!cd to hiro ~nct!lcr l:l'"lYcr to rco;;a:l U:~ 
~sa: ~!r. FOrCm:lll ,":rotc !r,ta th~ ccntract that if I cn'lb:1:,r~!J l~im 
«('ls~!~~~d) .t'! U:c CO\U't room be could '\"/~~~(~a\7, tll~ old co:i~act -, 
'WOuld go 14!0 effect ruld I \1ould b9 Tl1thout runda to h1:-e ar~~'lcr . 
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t.ttoj,:noy. G~: t(t: J bacl:. to i·:~. l!u!~ lOl.~ a. )n!a"'!tlte, T;llll~ N'~. Hn!1~s 
\"m~ rny ~;~2~noy 1.,·Ir. I1ulo a~::~d l..'1e through hlcl nboct pul:l1c il~'30 
..... • .• .••.•• ••• ..'4 ••••• 

~~'~cViU'1!l"':; v .... ·~~.;~I~.::,..! .. ;.~:~:.:I. A bt)" u.~ .L:.1 ..... A·~ ..... ~~:l u!~" U~ ..u~~~U&. w:~u' 
~3 a 'con:::-!l"~(":; c-.lt l!3 wru~!Qd to n~"!H:t th~ ~~!1s.Pirato~s. !u,d I -
C,\'!·,,, ... 'h'l· ~ ~.,} ~:~~ 'I""\'t' .,f=·"~r:"\·n: 'r,~ ... , ... o ..... ·.·~~~.., ·:'v"'· ~f:", ,.\,.~ •• "\~i" 0" 
..,.,. ,,l. .. i.,.. ... ..., _~ .... .., .... _~" ,."".-J .. ~W'J .. •• " .. ~ ,.' ....... ., ... e k 

•• "'" u.N,., • ., •• ~ .t."-

tor mo. la c!o:.:~~~! l':\)t:ld lC;o to c::.'1. if I C:!il't cPt th:l·cnse r~or.-o!!t. 
th~'" '-"'1"ulc", C'."\ "..ot ~""":"""'~~~'~"" nt: I 't~'L'''' C"~',,:'''d o·p~~ ('·20D O~,.. f._ ....... J.:. ...,A..., -"':w ...... _ ..... : ... v~ •• v •• , ....... '-' .... -¥ .., • ...,...v "va" , ",\I W ~ 

nttOFn~l':J :'..:4d li"t 1/20oTfuc ~~·H~.cs6~ ·Ili:.ve b~C:.llli~rv1cw. ~lo one 

'

",.·'\t to T",,~ 1:'11'"''''~''::i 0'. ,..T~'I''1 ("~,l""nt: .",,"'.ft 1 tl,(~ .. l .. mt·ch c~ .. ,,-t~:,·,,\ .w... ...J_ .. u-.w~ _ ti..~) ...., .. _...,'L ....... , •• " .. '" _ .... t... -"... ..tiI 
.c\i!~~l\C()o1i~~. ?'!l". !."c:emr.ll ::;:Jd t'l O~011 CC\'~l·t tbilt'11~ ~!:~!ltt 
tru"t I ... ·· .. -~:'I···"f.·,···'.! ".",,1 I~,~ OT;":l '7 ... ·1r Y.!",~'~~ "'l·~·'''''~ r.~"·~r lr<'t :' ""\l~"'r'\'t'!f! ..., \ ... ,.a..,., .J ), ... ~ ..... , """'.-... ...... ..~ •• • .... , ... vti:# ••• ...-.... 40W y..." _~ _I.ev u ....... ). 

I '''/owd ~J::o ll!tc to sr..y th:2.t (~~Si}ito wi·.at tlla·l:31)~rS apd book \i'1t itcrt s' - . -. quote me as snyln~, !.ha·/o n:> int-cntloll of c'i!scussL'3 miG cn-cg wIlli 
8l1yon') 'v~l':.mlyt \'JltU it i~ clv~;lu. Ii I h~vc :mytbin.3 to £2.:1 I "ill J 

-,say it L"\ CO~fOl' to lawyars, 9r in leUer form l11to tbis letter. 

Sincerely, James E. Ray. 
_ •• Om .......... . 
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