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ME 44-1987

REVOLVER YOUND IX POSSESSION OF
JAMES EARL RAY WHEX ARRESTED
JUNE 8, 1968, IN LONDON, ENGLAND

When JAMES EARL RAY was apprehended by members
of New Scotland Yard on Juns 8, 1968, in London, England,
he had in his possession a .38 caliber "Liberty Chiet™
revolver manufactured by Miroku Firearms Manufacturing -

Company, a Japanese concern. This revolver has serial
number 715.

4., - The Natiomal Police Agency of. Japan was reguested

" to determine to whom this revolver was shipped by the

manufacturer, and the following letter was forthcoming

from that agency: o .

ALL INFORUATICN CONTAINED
HE:.RE&Q IS UKCLASSIRIED
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NE 44-1987

«

On June 10, 1268, Mr. MILA SYOEODA, owner,
Liberty Aras Company and Solingen Cutlery Company, Post
Office Box 306, Montrose, California, advised that
Liberty revolver #715 had heen smold to R, TATUX, New and
Used Guns, 118 Edwards Drive, Mableton, Georgis, on
October 3, 1968, under Invoice Xo. 13909.

On June 11, 1968, Mr. ROBERT TATUY,. 118_Edwards
Street, Mableton, Georgia, advised EA JAMES RICHARD FLICK
that the Liberxty Chief revolver having serial number 715
had been s0ld by him on December 3, 1966, for $50.00 to
WALTER E, BPAIN, 2904-42nd Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama.
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- L 7LD ENTRA,
- NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY : INTERPOL
/ v+ NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREAU
*/is 2-Chome,  Kasumigascki e ) .
Chiyoda ku.  Fokyo c . '.‘,‘-- ) ","'"; Teleyeapfiic Address:
Japan ) -

, L7t “INTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO"
" -N\:B_/. /'s ?L(?ﬁu - *

¥r. Roderick V. Prechtl, Jr,
Legal Attache
hmerican Embassy

TORYO, June 10, 19t&.

Tokyo
Re: Information about a pistol - '
"Liberty-Chicf® o, 715
‘ Dear Sir; . .o B .
In reply to your tclephone request made thds corning
concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows: . wr

1, Destination of this weapon!s shipment:
This pistol in question was shipped from the nanufacturing
company givcn below on Auguat 3, 1566, and was clecarcd by our
Custenst inspection on Augus» 19, 1966 and was loaded oa the .
PHAVANA-MARUY at "SWA-PORT! in Hyogo Prefecture for shirment ¢o:
Nanie of a company : LIBZRTY A4S CORPORATION. .
Address: P.0. BOL, 306, MONTROsE, CALIFCRNIA, U.S.A,

2, Itenas for your refercnce: o
The name of this wearoals ranufacturing commany is MXABULEIRY
KAJLHA, MIRUKU SEISAKUSLOY (tranalatcd in English : MIKOLY
YANUSACTURING © SUANY LTD. ).
Address: 160, 1NARI-ClHO, hu..!ll-blxr, ROCHI FREFECTURY, J‘\PAN
Name of the President: IDO Chiyoki.

»

» “ »
Trusting the above informatiop is of sone assistancs
to Yyou. N

Yours sincerely,

for NmAD, NG, JAPAN: ‘ .

51 94%&&

(YOSHITO SODLE)
. Chicf

g Cr.xm::a.l ticscarch & Statistics Sccticn -0
—NYY-859%4—Bocld:32989731—Page-5 - ey vooncaiention Doney o &GS
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEéTIGATION

June 20, 1968

L d

Date

YALTER E, SPAIN./2904 ~ 42nd Avenue North,
Birmingham, Alabama, furnished the following:

Sometime in December, 1966, SPAIN went to Atlanta,
Georgia, with his father, WALTER LEON SPAIN, so his father
~could attempt to obtain employment. While in Atlanta, '
WALTER E,., SPAIN saw an advertisement in a newspaper for a
.38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, which was being
sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta,
believed to be Mapleton, Georgia. SPAIN, accompanied by
his father, went to this gun dealer and bought the gun and
SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama.

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his
father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father.
SPAIN was later told by his father that he had sold the
gun after placing a want ad for it in a Birmingham newspaper.
SPAIN was not present when his father sold the gun and
therefore did not see the purchaser,

=

BH 44-1740
on__6/11/68 ,_ Birmingham, Alabama Filog_ MBE 44-1987

SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and .,2
SA WILLIAM A, SAUCI : H
by. ER / RMB:hss ) Dote dictoted 6/14/68

Thes document contolns meither recommendotions nor conclustons of the FBIL It s the property=of the FB) ond 3s looned 10 your ogenty:
K 0nd its contents ore notio be istributed ovliide your ogency. . . -~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___June 20, 1968

*

YALTER LEON _SPALIN; #3 Glen Iris Parkway, Birminghan,
Alabama, furnished the following:

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN's son, WALTER E, SPAIN,
gave Mr, SPAIN a .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver,
which his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from
‘a gun dealer near Atlanta, Georgia. His son owed Mr, SPAIN
some money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt.

In the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized
‘in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and
. being in need of money to pay bills, Mr, SPAIN sold many
personal items by wsans of placing want ads for these items
in tke "Birmingham News.'" Among the items sold was the .38
caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver. Mr, SPAIN recalled he
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the gun,
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence.
The caller said he was in the western section of Birmirngham.
About an hour after this call, and while SPAIN's wife and
daughter were at church, 2 man came to the front door and
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun,
’ stated he had been looking for a gun of the same type, and
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did no<
give the man a receipt for the money, nor did he record his
name or see any identification of the man, and he did not
. obtain any information as to his name. The man left carryzng
the gun in his hand., SPAIN furnished neither ammunition nor
any papers for the gun, ¢

at

.y

Yhen the man first arrived, SPAIN observed ke had
parked his- car, described by SPAIN only as a late nodel,
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's
house, a distance of about 150 feet, SPAIN did not pay
any further attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birmingham,

“——— -
*

v

-

‘ BH 44-1740
On__6/11/68 ., Birmingham, Alabama _File##__ME 44-1987
g: ROBERT M. BARRETT and 33
WILLIAM A, SA : )3
by. UCIER / RMB:hss Dote dictoted 6/14/68

R OISR e cude you Soemcr . -

-
Ihes document containg apither recommendotions aor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI ond 1s looned to your ogenty;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i

June 20, 1968

* ]

Date

All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham News''for
the months of September and October, 1967, were reviewed
at "Tze Birmingkam News." ‘Fromdﬁgjé/;eview, it was
determined that only one want 2 or a .38 caliber revolver

. was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1,
1968, 1issue.

>
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BH 44-1740
. on__6/11/68 ., Birningham, Alabama filos. ME 44-1987

SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and av ow
SA WILLIAM A, SAUCIER MB:h <3
by ILLI ¢ /R S8 - Date dictoted 6/14/68

Thes docvment containg aeither recommendotions adr contlusions of the FBL It is the prop.ny ot the FBI ond It looned 10 your 09ency;
# 0nd its COntents ore aot o be distributed oulside your ogency,
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BH 44-1740 '

L 4

The buyer said he wanted the gun to keep around his house,
Mr, SPAIN described the buyer as a white male, about forty
to. forty-five years of age, 5'8" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175
pounds, dark bair slightly graying at the temples, with a
local (Alabama) accent. The man was wearing a sport shirt
and slacks, colors unrecalled, and he did not have glasses.

Mr. SPAIN was shown five different photographs
of JAXES EARL RAY, and he chose one which had been taken in
California during January or February, 1968, as 'resembling
the man' who bought the revolver; however, Mr., SPAIN would
not make a definite identification of the photograph of RAY
as the buyer,

Mr, SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time,
he advised Agents the drawing reminded him of someone he may
have sSeen previously, but was unable to furnish any other
identifying information., After viewing the photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and being questioned about the sale of the
revolver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale
of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted
in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had
sold the revolver. ’

MW 559894 Docld:32989731 Page 8
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. ' . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

) § . N : Dc;ta 9/14/;16/68 .

.
. s , .

’ ... +T _JNSB LSLTON GARIZER, 107 -~ 14th Street, N.B., *
Atlanta, Goorgia, was coantacted at 10:37 P,i,, April 14,
‘ 1963, at which tiro ko Rurnisikoed ths followirz inforaation:

S GARITR mado available a2 xrecord Loolx maintained
by bhin cocaczrainz parsons who rxront rooxs at both 107 2zd 113 -~
. 14th Stxecot, li,S,, rooning houscs opsratcd by hin on a lcoase
F basis, A roview of this rccord book 2ailed to cdigclese any
- . registration in tks narcs GALT,” It sbkould ba notcd this beok
contairns only a rocerd of roc=2rs for tho pariod kazizniing
' -January 1,1958, ‘

I

. Uvnon bainy cuecstioned concoraing indivicuals yoniins -
: at thoso addrezses who plight havo ckzelcd cut pricxr to tio :

coznlotion o tas p2riod Zor whity thzy k2dl paid, oy othzxrs who

fex any rzason might rot ko razoxdsd in this zmocoxd Look,

GALIBR nomod, among otlors, on inldividual rnancd (Finst lan

Ununoyny CGAL?, Ca k2ing cucatiozed concexniny GRIT, ke said

€his 3nuividedl vos Zixz oooa k7 hin o tho aftornooa 2 -

.. Lpxil 5, 1033, babwooca i hours o2 5300 2y 6300 2,4, Iz

enploin S kot oaolioxr reoior, oud C, ST/23, wao csounlis

rcon #1 ot 113 - 14%h Sizeot, 3.3, Lad kddn pirtivz d4a frenk
- ©f ¢his building and wns Soneonckod Ly GLLY, vwho indulroed

concorndirzg tho availahilisy of o xoom, GATIDOR Joinsd ¢ho
pair o2d G izdicatzd 2o GLIIISD ko wns intorenicd in oXtalning
a cirzloe, cuiot rcom.  Inwing no such reonm avniloaklo, GLIUITLH
told CG.LU ko would pat Lin Zn Jood 43, 2t 107 -~ 1aTa Stuost,
waich reon vas o ¢2uhlo xeoa axd that ko would ko moved to o
giizle rcoa &3 £003 05 ond BILan2 availnbio, siais 803d ko

- no%ed GALY was deivinzg o biarclk eor, pactadly o 'Foxd, Loaring
an cut~02-ctnto liconzo plute (siato o2 rezistraticn not
rocalled), and that tio cox was posciply & 1852 or 1033 r:odol,

GAY? nccontod this crraxzczoat ond paid GANISZR wailo
outsido tha ¢r2llinyg ard ke nholisves ko recolveld o $10 ©vill
and 2 $1 bill in noymoat, TE3 cost of tho xoon was (10,890
por weshk ard a (.59 oy Coposnit. PIuricy the convergaticn,
CALT indicated ko wios 2 w2licr and orisginally caid .:-'.’r 2 %2h0

. Carodinags." In cmmlai:ncd thot ke hnad o tag for o clilfovent

L]

g -+  ghtato 023 tho Foxrd Lozauzd Lo lad b2on vorkdng da anolthox miate.

i

Al

on_ 4/14,15/68,, stlaonta, Goorgin “ 7 /itlanta 44-235G6

File

- Stz o1 5, C3I5Y oxme y
rena Y, S T2DAcs L/3G/CS
e Sabab od L3236%D ) 02 C A (67 £99%
by L oL &9 = Dote dictoted

s document contoins asither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBL It 55 the property of the £35 ond 15 looned 10.your ogeciy.
i 0nd its contents aro notio be distributed oviside your ogency. AL‘L INFOHHATION CONTAINED ) 4 S )
: HEREIN a UNCLACSIEIED >
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AT 44-2386 )
’. \
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: At this point GARNER indicated ‘that possibly the Zag on the
Ford was a Tennessce tag, but he was not at all certain of .
this, iy

E
*

GARIER described CALZSas being a white male, 32 ~ 35
years of age, 5' 11", 190 pounds, dark brown or black hair
worn in a brush cut, blue eyes, mediun "outdoor' coxnlexion
end having a southern accent. Ie noted no distinguishing
features or characteristies and had no recollection of any.
riny or othor jewelry, IHis dress was castal, specifically
cdescribed as a shirt and slacks,

: GALT noved into Rooz #5 at 107 -~ 14th Sireet, H.E.,

] where he reasined untild Sunlday, Azxril 7, 18563, On this day . -
= . .GALY was noved to ocn #6 at 113 -~ 14th Street, N.E, Ca this

PRI Yol

‘ occasion, GA2NZR observed GLLT nove his pesscessions and.noted
that h2 had no luzgnze ana alil of bis posszessions were cither |
roved in a papesr baz cr ko,

: On Apxil) 7, 1953, }Z.-‘;I‘.GL‘:)G/.« s DonS0H, an enployee
. of the Albert Pick lotel, 14%n and enriny Si¥eets, N.h.,

Atlanta, vias brougat to the rcenipy howse by IIlp C, JOLES,
who is also coployed by this hotel, st assigned AUDIRSON
Rooa %2 at 113 - l4th Street, li.S., ond noted taat the

individunl he belisved to ke CGALY and AIZIRECI bLeoeaxze fricnd;y;

On April 9, 19G5, at opprosinately 9:00 P,lH., GALT

and AMDINS0H come to CGANIER's roon at 107 ~ 1l4th Street, M,E,,

at vhich time CGLLT advised GAIuTR that both he and AIDURSOH

wexre checking out, Iz said both nza appeared to have Lecen

drinzinz, Durinz the coaversation, GILT ndvised he had -

receizd n telephone call fron a friend in dichigan and had learned

that weldexrs were receiving a higiner houwrly wage there, For This
- yeason, he had decided to go to lidichigan o scek work, AMDIRSON,

vho was & rote) emnloyee, indicaiced ne vings goXy to lilchigan

with CGALT and hoped to obiain crmployniont as & wolder's helpor,

GANER yecalled he rofunded approximately $17 To AIDIERSOH, who

hod paid two weeks in advance on xegisteringz on Apxil 7., CALT

did not ask for a refund, 2ithouzh he was paia thrcugh April 11, .
3 but did xcceive the return of "his $,50 deposit Lor the ley.

[ X4

</
H 426
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' ‘AT 44-2386 )
is s ®

4 ’
N » ,l %.\.

PE) N L)
!

, %hereafter, GARIER acconmpanied GALT and ANDERSON “to ANDERSON's
L roon wnere he secured the rcom keys £rxron both CGALT and ANDZSRSON,
g At this tine ho noted several beer bottles in the, roca and | .
‘ presuncd GALT and ANDSRSOMN had been drinking together, GARNER
- did not actually okserve the departure oi GALT and AIDERSOI,
but notcd both were gone on the wmorning of ALpril 10, 1568, as
was the previously-describzed bleck Foxd auto, . .
GARIER nade available the registration for HARCID G,
AIDERSOIl, 'This registration does not reflect nn address fox
ADIRSOMH, but indicates that his fatker is G, P, AIDINS0N, .
« -« Duluth, CGeorgia, telcphono muwaber 443-43572, CARXER cxzplainad
that he always aticonts to obtain the nae and address for 2
nzxt of kin for his roouers, :

: GANNiZR provided tac Zollowing physical dcécription
of DANOLD G, AIDIJRLDN: .

Race Yhite

Sex ’ liale
Aze 20
Heignt 51 o
Vieight 155 -~ 160 pounds
Hair Light brcwm, parted on side
Coxple:s:ion Eediuvna
Lyes Unknown
Distinguishing
Characteristics Noie noted
Dress . Casunl, shixrt and slacks

' CARITER ddentificd other tenants who resided at
113 ~ l4th Street, N.E., duriny the san2 period that GALT
was a yrooner there, .

CARIIER said ke was unable to recall GALT!'s Rirst
nace, but advised he had observed nail on the hall table of
the rocninz house at 113 ~ 14th Street, N.L,, which n2il was

G
19 .V

- D W S e B
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ié’r 44-2336 . ;

»

.addressed to GALT, At this point, GARIER accompanied the

dnterviewing Agents to 113 = 14th Street, N,E,, vhere it was

Observed that -there were two lettors and 2 package on the hall

table addressed to ERIC S, or B, GALT, 7The package was A

postnarked 4/1/68, and the lettero wexe postmnrkcd 4/9.and

4/19/68, CARIER advised his sister, RC3BIL LESQMER, a

school teacher wao residzs in the Dixieland Apartnents, - .

*1295 Donnolly Avenue, S.W,, Atlanta, had visited hin on |

either Friday or Saturday nisat, Anril 12 or 13, 1963, At

this tire his sister had thucbed throuzh the pail on the

table at the 113 -~ 14th Street address and upon noticing the

nail “adrcssed to ERIC GALY, she comnzanted to GARER that

this was the shne nane as the indzv;du 2} wao, &ccording to

n*vsnrvﬁv publicity, was a suspect in the Lurdﬂ" o2 D‘. LIALTIN

L7SER ¥ii’G, JR., CARLGR uﬂwt-d that he did not feel thexre was
ny likelihocl taat the CGILY viho had gtoyed at 113 - 14th Strco»,

lt.8,, was ddontical with this suspecet, stating nany pcop’c

have the sone nass,

GaAER sthucd that bhe had rpeithexr seen nox heard of
CGALY »ricr to 2pril G, 1€355, ard that qu~a” Clit's ciny ot

his roo:in" houce he sow nothing to indicate that GAL? hod
apy ccunzetion witn any otnc” tonont at »his address prior-to
his arrival thore, GINZR wos nsked whother he kad any

cxolanation for tn- Zact that GALY hed il poztrarked 4/1/G8
dd:cs 23 to hin at 113 - 14ta utreeu, il,5., argd according
to GARLGR, GALT did not arrive at tais location uvatil April §,.
1985, GALT sald he was unable to explain this, and had no
idea how this could cceur, )
GARLER was also ‘questioncd concexrning the popsibility
that GAL? or any other rocmors haod lelt naterizl with him in
storage or for eafelicepinz. Jle assured that this was not
s0, He did report that Rooxs #4 and #5 af 3113 « l4th Street,
n.12,, both of which it was noted woxe Zastoned with hosvs
and padlocis, wisd stordjze roons, He stated thoy coatalned
oaly linens and possibly a few itcns of no value lecft behind
by roouers

’

. 5~O .
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gT 44--2386 :

\'4 -
. With regard to Roon #5 at 107 ~ 14th Street,
N}P., GARIER said that this room had not bzmoccunied by '
anyone since CGALT was transferred from this room on April 7, '
- 1963, Fe noted, howaver, that the n2id, PERRY LLD ZACARY :
or her helper, id ntity unknown, would haV° .changed the sheets
in Room #5 after GALT was noved, oo

i Viith re~ard/%o Rocn #6 at 113 -~ 14th Street, N.E.;'
this roon remained vAcant until Apxril. 13, 1833, whon it was
rnted to QAVID O'DLTELY, 12 Andover Drive, Syossett, lew
York, Ile c¢escrivcd O'ZOEELL as a vory youﬁ” pan who is also

~  employed at the Alboert P;c“ hocel and who was brouznt-to the
rocning houze by ¥i=Zd C, JOI°3, E2 said k do~0-noo Laliey
this roon was nage vp prior to its koinz rentcd to O'DIIIIDLL,
but advised he bed given O'DILIELL clc*n sieets so that he
could change the lincns hinself, '

» CAMIER said he ¢id not knowr of .ny asscelation
between GALY and othwer recners at eitner of the rooming
houses except the asscciation 'vith ILIRJLD G. AiD3N3VA, as
previously descrilbed,

In explanation for the f£ailurz of the namce YCALTH
to appear on tie roosinz house records, CLILIIR said thot ho
can oaly cxplain this by sayinz he yxecelved paynent foxr the .
roon while away Zrox the plh-e vacre he nainonzns his rﬂcordﬂ
and had inadvertently f£ailed to xecord the nane when he rc turnecd
to his roon,

The intcrview of CARVBR conc lnced at 1:38 1
April 15, 1838, , .

' T 4R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

¥

o bote. 4/16/68 | ‘

i

Durinz tho interview of JILLIIZ LILTON GARIER, he
asked the question, “How are you coaing on th3 King mxrdor?" :
llo was then asked by interviewing A*ont if k3 had h.ard oY . )
read nuch coxacerningzg this and he stated he had read quite
a bit in the rouspapors and seen a lot on television,
GAL:ISR then indicated tbat ho know this was why ye wero .
asking about GALT, o

57/

On 4/34,35/68.  Atlonta, Georgia Filez Atloanta 442306
oy ©AAC, b A2710/60
b\,’ S,ﬁ n:,...:;. L .h-:&.) lcc Dc}e dldoled 3/1\’/6"

ING documeat conto'ns neither recommendsnsas nor conslusions of Sae FEL 11 js the properly of the FBI ond Is looned 10 your ogaacy:
#on2 its contents ore not 1o Le disteibuted cutside your ogercy.
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RN ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC,

-
. §

y . © pebpril 16, 1968

. At 2:30 a.m, JIIIE DIRLTON GAZGTR_telephonically
contacted the Atlanta CIF¥iceé oi tEe Yoederal Burexu of
’ Investigation at which tine he provided the followinz
. infornmation: ' - . ’
. L s
. : . Since providing the infcrzation concerrding IRIC
N . CALT durinz o porsonal interviewn by agents, he has rechecked -
‘ his rcecox(3 and now believes trat the ‘indivicnal yhoz he
-t .- knew as CALY actuxlly vwas rezistered at the roomipz house -
. uader thne pane of VILLIMl LT3, Route 1, Castonia, liorth
' Carolina, OCLRIIG2 said his records Co not reflect-the roca .
S ‘nunber Yo which LT3 was acssigned but roted that the records
" do show LE3 arrived April 5, 1S3, and paid throuza A»ril 12,
.+ 319538, TVhon renting the rosnu, 1S3 sunplied the pane diss
BIZXTT DIRIRCAN, AC52 Yaltz Street, Varren, iichigan, as the ™
individual 1o k2 notified in-ease of cxerpgency. CGATRIZR said
21Y 4infoxnnticon provided durinz th2 prior interview was
‘oecurate execeot that he non feels ceortain that UILLIAN IZD's
g registraticn portains to ZD3IC CGLLR, ’ ' ‘

Aryecency

Tetwtorndesr
wants naze to b2
of LT3, oL

was questicaecd
ClU2 waeon ta2 v
w%asS unaple o oo
except €9 say Lhnt he fe2is Lt
CaAZL? witen CLOUZIdis 'sicter called &
at the roczivg house waich wns dGir

tration was in the roe
Zactorlily cininin thiz
tiat 25 was -
attenticn to the nail
ted to Z3XC CILZ,

£9 hzoo he Qotersined tais .
P
»r

ot P2
N Y

v

[

WA 0

”
>
n. »
conzluliad
3
(e
L4

Y
X

0Ore

A

2
¥

",
,ov N .

- . .
LY s anin
* %

3

. On._2/15/G3 ot Atdanta, Caowzin Filez_ Ltlanta 44-2E35
" .
bym AL soin Dote dictoted A LYZ/CT

W

This docueieat contcins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSL It o
it ond its contents are not 5o be distributeld oviside yeur cgency.

the property of the F&1 ond is Jooned 10 your cgecy;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. -

I - Dote April 16, 1958

] v
: In response to a telephgnfg request received
..at 9:31 a.m. from JLIIIE DELRON GARNER, he was inter-

tiviewed in front of “his restaurant located at 1052 . ‘ A
"Northside Drive, lorthwest, Atlanta, Georgia. ;

GATZIER opesned thez conversation by statinz
"ILee 4s not Galt."” He then made available the registration ..

. records for his rooaing house. It was again noted ¢tnese’ L
-+ pecords do not reflect a rexistration in the naaz of GALT,.
; ' At th= saae timz, GARIER produced an envelopz bearing T

the printed naze "Eric S. Galt." GAZIIER said this nane

uas printed thereon by CALT when GARLIER requested his
full naze. OCher handurlittcn notations thereon uere, .

ST

according to CARUIZR, prepared by himself.

. GAIEIER stated that suvsecuent to a prior
intervics, he had bzen scarceiiing nis records and hic
renory and had nos deterained that on llarch 24, 1628, .
late in the eveninz, an individunl knocked cn his :
apartmant dooy, Antroduced hiuzself as iir, GALT, and
reouested a sinsle roo:n.

4 [
E2 was placcd in Rooa lumber 2, 113 14th Strect,
Ylortheast, Atlanta, Gzorgzda, on notins that the rooa wes
szall, vas offcred an adjoining storale rooa in ithich

to place his surplus belonzings. At this point, GILT
rezarked ha wcoiald be able to utvilize a aesk ip tne storage
roca for his television sct.

. CGARIER did not sce CGALZ unload his aubtoriobile

or brinz his posscssions into the recom, He next say

GALD on iMarch 31, 1938, at which tinz the rent uas due and
GAIR made tn2 stateasnt, "I n2y &s uell pay you for another
veek." %his was Lotucen 1:00 and 2:30 p.n.

«

Car Lpril 5, 1658, GAREER enteraed the roon at
approxiratzly 11:00 a.a. to chanze Cac linens. At this
tins, h2 foend & note on thz bed written on-a piece of

carasezrd, believed oy an 0 »2 a IitOnly Siirv vaeiings
which statad in effect YIfve 2od to go to Zirainzhan,

Itve 1lcft iy %V sot hzre angd will €ry to retura for i in

. ~e
Onli £35/53 — ot BLionta, Caopzly Filex Atlanta 44-2385

- 3 »e pr . 4

Sha RCaR L, ALMS and 5;7 B
- »rq e - v, '~ rd
b8 JLITT D, CUDT thdc Dote dictoted h/16/55
]

This document contoins meither recommendsnont nor conclusicas of the FEI IS 1 the property of the F8§ 5 d & -y
#ord ity contents ore notso be distributed ovtsids your ogency, property o F21 0ad is looned 2o yoaﬁé,_
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AT L4-2385 ‘

| RLZ:bde - .
12 - .
: about & weck." He do23s not recall whether the note was

; printed or uritten and destroyed it by throuing it in

i;the trash lanzdistely. . s

R A

l! ~ .. OARLER descrived GALT a5 a uhite akle, 33 to 35

- years of age, approximately six feet tall, slender bulld,

bigck hair, swiorn very short with possibly a part on the.
- 8 G. - s

f GARIER had previously noted GALT to be utilizing
1 a 1izht cqlorcd, ocssidbly white, autoxaodvile &nd on the
: mornin3522 Aoril 15, 16353, telephonically contacted Hr. . . .
HAROLD WATERS, Rooa Xumber 1, 107 1kth Strect, lioriheass, .
s ChIB Tutoxoolle was packed near WATZRS, at which Cine
he as¥%ed VATERS generally AL ho rccalled the me2ke ol ¢ar
end BATERS adviced hia it uss a late model Musteny,

on both occasions dAla noo

. poselidly 1930 or 1937. '

>4

CARIER cestimated his $otad) contact with Gax?
ezeeed one~-helfl hour.

Ile statea

*

on both ocsiclcns GALT waz neatbly dreesed in a gers zuls,
white ‘suirt, cnd tis, He charocterized nia &3 lodkins
like a preacnzr, ° -

The inconzistencies in the inforaation greviously
furnished by GALER end thz forczoiny were thoroushly
discuzced with hia and he could attribate ¢ cnly to

"belng confusad™, 4in that he had crronsously assoclaied

the pame SALT srith the roouer, WILLIAN LEE, about whoa

hz had furnished the inforaation.

At this time, CAIMER made avallable a three pasc
gienorandun in his handuriting-which chronolozlically scts
forth his essociation with 3ALY., The envelope previously
reforred to, furnisned by GAILER, on uhlich GALT wrote his
nanme, alco contrinzsd the notation could do several .
difrerent kinds of work." This note wmas prepared by CGANGER.

”~

59
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a 4
CARNER stated he made this notation durinz his initial
. contact with GALT, at which time he asked his usual
* questions of ncu roocamers about their line of work. He
said he inadvertently failed to record the inforaation
on the envelope in his peraanent records. GARNER added
that at the tiae of rentins thez room, he recelived a
P $1.00 key deposit from GALT and the key was left with
the note on tinz bed by GALT,

56
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® FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA TN,y

i ] . ’ . Date ADPil 16, 1958

-

I . : / .
i JUCIIE DELToM GARMER was interviowed in the

office of théfFEadfazg%uﬁeau of Investigation, 275 Peach-~

tree Street, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, after voluntarily
accompanyinz SAs RO3ZER L. KAXS and EARRY L, LEE.froa his

place of business, 1052 MNorthside Irive, llorthwest,”

Atlanta, Gzorgla. At this tine, GARGZR stated that he was @ -

: aware of thes discrepancies in the inforaation furnished Yy

hinm but insisted it was due solely to the confusion which.

existed in his mind in crronecously relating the nan

GALT with his rooxar, HILLIL! LEZ, i- -
E H° stated he had no reagon for telling th°

Arenos that he had no itens in his pessession uhich be-

lonvcd to GALY, winen, in fact, he was holding a television.

sét, other than the ccnfusion previcusly referred to.

j In‘detoraininz the indivicuals in each of the
recainz houses osesratad by hin (167 1lsh Streot, llortheast,
Atlanta, CGzorglia) vho T2y have bezn in a oouiticn to
observe GALT, h adviscd theb at the tinme of rantipa to-

GAL?, tnere vizs no obthexr occurzant in this bulldainz

E= stgtcd he had closed 113 A4th Street on
February 11, 1S33) after the nalishborhcod hippies atbtezirted
to take it over.

He 2Gazitbed that ho nagd tso double roc:is .
vacant at tne tice GLLZ arplind for & ca and that ha
had prcv*ouuly ranted thoese for tna nrice of a sinzle
roox, but CGALR insisted on a single rota, s0 he uccidcﬁ
to open the ofher rocninzg house. Iz adzmitted 16 cost
hia oorz to do this than he tionld receilve initially in
rent, but ¢that Lo bad been plannir to open it, as thz
other houce was £illing ud. * .

. &7 R

on_ 4/15/68 . Atlenta, Gzorzia Fios Atlanta 452335
SA HARRY L. L.u and R
by q(\ nCu— Lc ‘.-L‘.O FEOEN b: J DO'e dic,o,erd :/13/3-)' _

Thes document contains neither recommendotons nor conclusions of the FEL It is the property” of the F8I ond is tcaned o ,ef, ozeray;

i ond its contents ore not o be distribyted ovtside your ogency.
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AP 44-2385
gLK:ch

§ ’.

7 . GALT remained the sole occupant of this
| building until April 1, 19068, at which time FRED C.
JONES vas placed in Rooam Mumber.l. e i renr s .

| In continuinz to question GARMER as to why he

g had denied holding propersy for GALT, he finally adnltted
| that 1t had been his policy in the past to retain for

! :30 days possessions lelt benind by rooxners, fthen to

| ‘elain thea as his own, and 1t was his intention fo do

| _ this with the television eet.

| i GARIER specifically denied that he had pre-

oo viously knosp GALY, thzt GALT had been referred to hin
by amnyone, that he hzd accepted an extra anount of
money frox GALT for cny reason, or that he had &any
kno:X:dze concerning his present vhereabouts,

GARLZR stated tnat hz u2s born and raised in
Mississippl, waz a neudzr of the Ieptist Church, and
vwas "not a Comaunist.” He denied having any knouledze
of the John 2iren or other risht wing orzanizations,

i stetinz he h2d Joined only cne orzanization which nane
}5 he could not nou recall, but described by him as a
civic orzanization.

WY R wm VW SWE A Wy v
.

Ha reiterated that 1% had always been his
intention to cooperate with the F3X and that he had,
in fact, that morning given the address and telephone
~ nuaber of his restaurant to a rocier, Hr. BURGESS, where
he could be reached should GALT return for the tele-
vision set. H=2 stated he did thiz 50 he could
4zaediately notify the F3I of GALT!'s recturn.

. ' 54
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL TO BE REFERRED TO

Chicago Field Office File 44-1114-772
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'*ﬁﬁsac INTERJECTED THAT HIS ATTORNEY HAD HIRED Ivvssrzsagoa, ro yﬁyh 3

;Ii}‘??”?_ 56 i 21 1966

[ ]

«xu%%esnz L INVESIIuATIVE DiVISION‘
?.,uxraom MEWPHIS (44 1937)

'AT APPROXINMATELY 'THO FO?TYFIVE PM,

*‘, ROOM SAID "YOU RE THE GUY WHO TESTIFIED,
X A
g:i%TO YOU O'{ ANYBODY FROM THE FBI.°
Y
.,.,\.‘i
gg'!

-~

AR o = FEDERAL BUREZY ™ INVESTIGATION
o fa & U.S, DEPARTHL  CF JUSTICE

"3-;‘“.‘«;‘13,3 JASH. DC.. - ' L COMMUNICAT ON SECTIQ
g“*’ T bl e e o MARIB1963 Y.

Vil e ) '~ e "
Ea FB NEMPHIS S L aus&nzxﬁffal :

B 'w, ‘a 4 * 5 ) .

4“*: .705 PN URG .T '3=13- 69 DND“ T ' Q“
‘\, ,' - * ¥

g I‘* 5-««%*”@3(‘\1 C

3 é} , v 3 ] % i
S *i l
a “n‘ i’ Q’s!

, o L ;&LJ;A\\\}&\‘%&T‘

-
-

S e &‘

HE WAS THEN "ENINDED)OF HIS GU%} LEA5,4
Qﬁ

IN OPEN COU;;TJA?‘D WAS ASKED IF HE INT%{JDED%IO CH
B 5

(LIS RN

ir'

s s ,gﬂ

RAY ON ENTERING
I DON'T VANT ro‘IALKi\T .
RAY WAS ASKED TO SIT DOMN AND .,
WAS TOLD IT WAS POSSIBLE WE HAD THINGS VE COULD TALK ABOUT. RAY'

fgr m TO DIRE L OR (44 38861) A’ITN MR AL ROSEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR Tele. Reoma___

Miss Huvores
Miss Ggég i
5 ;‘}U g “ .

Lo i
ikt :,, ‘»' ?\" "
“’__\Mﬁsﬁ‘v
P
, R _-}'}:'w'g{‘\
B ' 3,

URKIN./— ﬂ@sa smm'xom oF N\ha'fm LUTRER V\NG SR N

: INTERVIEW WAS BEGUN VITH )
R JANES EARL RAY BY.SAC, MEMPHIS AT .TENNESSEE STATE PRISON, INTERVIEW ’<i:
‘CONCLUDED AT APPROXIMATELY THREE THIRTYFIVE PM.

o §A1D "1°M NOT GOING TO TALK ABOUT' CASE AS I “VE BEEN MISQUOTED
o +.ENOUGH.” HE WAS UNABLE TO POINT OUT ANY SPECIFICS WHERE FBI HAD
_HE WAS ALSO TOLD FBI HAD HOT Inrzqvxswsn
i;ﬂ:aﬁlm SO IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE .FOR Us 10, mxsauorg HIM. RAY INDICATED

i‘“ HE BETTER GO BACX TO CELL AS sac YAS ONLY TRYING TO TRICK HIM e L

. INTO TALKING ABOUT CASE.

—

aaaan .
{‘i;/ 18 MAR 17 1969 ,?‘?i‘_"j‘i‘
RAY THEN*? ITICIZED HIS: ATTORNEY ART HANES, 7 “RESAID - ;‘ f
E;HANQS WAS NOT GOOD ATTORNEY AS HE.REFUSED 10 INVESTIGATE“CASEr’liﬁ

v
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N '9’?’ {Ef * M
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%55‘;‘1;;;;"\ o Bt T D T e e
| B/ S DA e Sl AR
'_i;fACE VO PR e e BEE ;**5u“‘3?%§f%
3 i‘%; WHICH RAY REPLIED, "HE’S NO soon EITHER; AND KE ONLY BEGAN 10 ;?‘f"g
% ;;?;lxnvs TIGATE A FEY DAYS DEFORE THE TRIAL.” RAY STATED HANES REALLY ',
: }2 ' WASN T HIS ATTORNEY S szgzam BRADFO?D Huxg HAD HIRED HANED T0 s;f -
1 ‘2§%¥éd'ro LONDON TO ACT AS ATTORNEY, Fb? épy I&tééIURN FOR STORY f éh;§ti
ﬁiigﬂconrnAcrs. RAY VOULD HOT AMPLIFY ov CONTRACTS BUT DID srarz HE ;x o
%%‘]HAD TUO KUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN CONTRACTS OUT. RAY SALD HE.».- "
: jif%¥HADN T RECEIVED ANY NONEY ON ANY oF THESE CONTRACTS er.- HE ALso'sA\o
' 1§ig;ns HAD ‘CONTRACTED WITH PERCY FOREMAN. REGARDING POSSIBLE sroav.f=;‘h |
§§;2§AL50 SAID PART OF KIS CONTRACT WITH FOREMAN VAS THAT RAY WOULD.. .
'3* 5 NOTIENBARRASS FOREMAN IN COURT. WHEN ASKED IF THAT IS WHY HE .. .

WA g RNy PN W

v A A -

st oo,

{vw
e ‘ﬁ”:
Y s‘ZOULDN T TALK ACOUT IT ANY MORE..

!.TG ' R

“%-.SAID O MPRE IN COURT WHEN E ROSE TO MAKE COMNENT, RAY SAID KE.'

7;,;

"'r" - . .
i%¥%%~ HE THEN BECANME CRITICAL OF FOREMAN, SAYING HE WOULDN T

K T
f}:INVESTI"ATE 'HIS.CASE EISHER. ' SAID THAT FORENAN CAVE 10 HIN
t!,'a,»‘ s

L dTIITH A NEGATIVE ATTITUDE, SAYIHG YOU? BEST DEFE'\!SE 1S TO PLEAD

“té ‘*" ] e
3 : )
L cuLTy or YOU ‘LL GET THE DEATH SENTENCE.” RAY INDICATED DIS-

. X‘f o

“SATISFACTION WITIl HIS PAST ATTORNEYS. HE SAID HE WAS TRYING TO '~
%?* GET AV ATTO?NEY IN GEO?uIA NOW, HE REFUSED T0 INDENTIFY THIS :
%:\ TTO?NEY. (SAC HAD P?EVIOUS DISCUSSION WII}‘I WARDEN LAKE :
Y
%{3 RUSSELL AT PRISON AND VARDEN HAD onzssn RAY HAD TOLD HIN HE )
; gND PAGE'TWO UL, 5:.:»,;gt3ff;«*; I
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R L,

{ 455 PAGE TH?EE . = cen ~4L&=

i .g?:{ - ! 1 s )

! ?§jﬂ VAS MAKING EFFORTS TO GET'J. B. STONER, AN ATTORNEY 1IN GEOQGIA‘r;ﬁh‘a

b TO REPRESENT' HIM. { Ji B. sronsa uELL KNOWN FIGURE IN VARIOUS WHITE v -
ﬁ%%} HATE G?OUPS IN GEORGIA.) Y %Jf~b“*f ;*a o ﬂ?»li?ﬁ§ﬂ?j?§i’
{ammaiie ik“ L e
{&AE rav aLso SAID 'HE DIDN’T WANT ro TALK ANY MORE ABOUT “-g IOENAE
{5 | ANYTHING, AS HE FELT HIS ATTORNEY WoULD BE ABLE TO REOPEN HIS - gl .
.'-6 ‘;"j“ e : : !
1601 | CASE. "HE ALSO SAID HE MAD LETTER PREPARED TO SEND TO SENATOR

4 B i;,:v 1 i ]

b 13| EASTLAND AND THEN IN ABOUT THO OR THREE HONTHS HIS CASE WOULD BE

; J CLEARED UP.' HE INDICATED HE MIGHT : THEN BE WILLING TO'SIT DOUN -

. Eo AND DISCUSS THE CASE FULLY. . . ' R g?,ﬂ

: . .

‘k|' ADDITIONAL SMALL TALX OCCURRED AND RAY BROUGHT UP FBI TV’ 'ﬂ«;:wﬁ
\£§v SERIES. HE WONDERED WHY FBI ALWAYS HAD TO LET THE CRIMINALS )

’éz ”DRAV FIRST BEFO?a THEY VERE SHOT. HE WAS TOLD THIS IS ONLY -

f%&}%‘ S

WS

' '3* .
: %? DEFENSE. HE THEN ASKED IF FBI ’4;*w
k‘i-‘“vm' : coE i

kg.IHOUuHT HE YAS STUPID ENOUGH TO LEAVE HIS FINGERPRINTIS IN THE g

-~
'Q*r B B
L %

i?

HE EXPRESSED SOME SKEPTICISM.

*

: ;k:%hnnaa VHERE A PUSLIC FIGURE.VAS XILLED. HE.WAS ASKED IF HE was ¥

; .igiwrpyruu TO TELL SAC THAT SONEONE PLANTED HIS PRINTS, AND IF so

% 7§;iiyfs STORY UAS GETTING THIN AND SAC WOULD LEAVE. HE THEN RAISED )

: ﬂ§§;somz QUESTIONS ABOUT HOT EVER uavan BEEN IDENTIFIED IN A~ ‘P=
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D-302 (Rev. 4:13-61)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Date ___4/11/68

37

At approxinmately 10:30 a.m, DONALD F, wWOOD
was contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport
Highway, Birmingham, and. advised that he is the son of
ROBERT E, WOOD, SR., who is the owner of the Aeromarine
Supply Company, WOOD was discreetly questioned con-
cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30,06 rifle,
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased
from Wimberley-~Thomas in August, 1966, DONALD F, WCCD
inmediately stated that he had heard the accounts of tke
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day on
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle,
as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapon,’ to
an individual about a week before the murder, WOOD
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in hkis
records and indicated that on SBaturday, March 30, 1968, he
had sold this gun to.an individual using the name HARVET -
LOWMEYER, .

After obtaining both copies of this sales
invoice, Mr, WOOD was regquested to accompany the inter.
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, whicth
he agreed to do, Mr, WOOD was transported to the Birmipz-
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following
signed statement: .

"Birmingham, Alabama
April 5, 1968

"I, DONALD F, WOOD, hereby make
this statement to Special Agent NEIL P, SHANAHAN
who has identified himself to me as a Special P
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I
reside at 405 Lance Lane, Birmingham, Alabama and
subscribe to telephone number 836-4918, I am
employed by my father, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR, at the
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway,
Birmingham, Ala,, 28 a salesman,

PR AT NER S B R RL T P Ll Bl R o Y
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*On Friday, March 29, 1968, sometime
in the early afternoon I had Just returned fron
lunch when I observed Mr, U, L, BAKER, alsc a
., salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an
individual unknown to me, 'Mr. BAKER had just
sold this man a Remington, Model 700, Caliber
243 Winchester with a 2x-7x Redfield Scope
mounted thereon, Mr, BAKER had made this sale f
‘and had also mounted and bore sighted the scope
on our machine, This individual also bought onz
box of 20 rounds of ,243 Norma ammunition, He
payed cash for this sale, When I first observed
this man he was dressed in a dark business sult
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I remember,
- He was approximately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pounds
and had dark hair, He had a medium complexicn and
appeared to be a meek individual, This individuali
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER and stated
that he resided at 1907 South 1llth Street,
. Birmingham, Alabama, He also advised that he wasg
36 years of age,

re

"This information was not given to me
personally by this individual, but I determined it
from the bill of sale that was prepared by
”r. BARR.

"Following the sale this individual left
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company,

This box was used because with the scope mounted

the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington bcx,
. He also took the empty Remington manufacturer'a

carton with him when he left,

"It was, as best I recall, either later
that afternoon or early the following Saturday
morning when this individual called on the tele.
phone and stated that he hud had a conversation
with his brother and decided that the gun he had
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he regurated
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, ¥Yodel
760, 30,06 caliber, I adviscd him that we coulsd
make this exchange but that it would cost hin arn
addi tional $5,00,

- 024
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday,
March 30, this same individual returncd to the
store with the gun he had previously purchased,
Yhen he returned the gun he had the gun still in . o
the Browning box, I told him that I would change
the scope from the caliber ,243 rifle to the
¥odel 760, but that it would take me until approvi-
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and X
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to bxing
the original Remington box for the caliber ,243
weapon with him when he came as I would need 2 box to
store the gun in, I gave him the Model 760 gun and
I believe that I left it in the Browning carton, X
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging the
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings instasald
of the Redfield base and rings and this made up the
cost difference. I also exchanged tl» box of ,243
caliber ammunition for a box of 30,06 ammunition
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain,
20 rounds per box, He left the store carrying tbs simn
in the cardboard box,

"During the course of our dealings cn
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't want
the caliber ,243 gun and I told him that it was =&
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alabama, H&
stated in an offhand manner, that he wanted the 50,96 -
caliber gun because he was going to use it to hurt in
Wisconsin,

"At the present time this is all that'I cax
remember concerning the transaction with this indivia
dual, ,

"4/5/68

"I have read this signed statement and
accopt wvhexn X have initiated one correction, I
find it to consist of this and two other pages and
it is true and correct.

"/g/ DONALD F, WOOD

"/s8/ NEIL P, SHANAHAN, Special Agent,
FBI, 4/5/68. .

“/s/ MARVIN M, EUBANKS, Special Agent,
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68." -

: 72 - ORS
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

: - Date __April 8, 1968

. DONALD F, WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, Birminghanm,
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport
: Highway, was asked 1f he could identify a customex who purchased
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. WOOD,
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sale
" made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to '"Cash.”
WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a regular custoner
who is8 a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, tean inchss,
170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN, WOOD
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man
about two .and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his records
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Standard
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. ¢
Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the
following weapons which had been identitied by JOHN WEBSTER
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on
March 29, 1968:

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243,
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5,
Stock No. 946A.

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,.
Varmint .243 Winchester, S8erial No. 266009,
8tock No. 753A.

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30-30, bolt-
action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A.

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above
weapons.,

On __4/7/68 at _ Birmingham, Alabama File # __BH 44-1740

SAs ROBERT M, BARRETT ME 44-1987 ... 02

and WILLIAM A, SAUCIER RMB:mas . 4/8/68 -~ !

b)' re Date dictated -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - * =
1

Date -_April 14, 1968

[T

. Immediately following the ‘receipt of a package at
approximately 12:30 a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent
RALPH N, BUTLER hand-carried them aboard a Delta Airlines
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta,
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BOWEBRAKE
of the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 a m.
on April 8, 1968.

These items, from the time they were delivered to SA
BUTLER, did not leave his possession until delivered to Mr.

BONEBRAKE.,
i
) Birmingham, Alabama -
On 4/8/68 ot ¥Yashington, D. C. File ¥ __BH 44-1740 .
028
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D302 (Rev., 4:.5+0%, .

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate ___4/11/68

At approximately 1:00 p,m, on April 5, 1968,
Mr, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR,, and DONALD F, WOOD accompanied
. the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Company,
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, where DONALD F, WCOD
made avalilable a Remington Model 700, caliber ,243, rifis,
which was believed by them to have been handled by the
unknown individual who had purchased the Remington Medel
760 rifle on March 30, 1968, DONALD F, WOOD also furnished
nine boxes of caliber ,243 ammunition from their inventozy
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed %o
have been handled by the individual who purchased the gue, -~ ' .
o DONALD ¥, WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and S
rings which had been the original bases and rings furnished
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope,
Mxr, WOOD ?43-3.3, furnished a signed receipt for
the above itens, o .

. Immediately following the receipt of these 1itens,
SA NEIL P, SHANAHAN hand carried them aboard a United Aix-
lines tlight, changing to a Delta flight in Atlanta, Cectyiz,
and ultimately accompanied them to Mr, GEORGE BONEBRAKE of
the FB1 Xdentification Division at approximately 8:00 p.m,
sanme date, These items, from the time they were delivexed
to SA SHANAHAN, did not leave his possession until delivered
to Mr. BONEBRAKE, ,

on __ 4/5/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File # __ BH 44-1740
SAs NEIL P, SHANAHAN and - -
by NEIL G. MARTIN: NPS/jml Date dictateq 3/ 11768 029
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1 Date 4/8/68

L}

U, L. BAKER, 1408 Clermont-Drive, advised he. is an - ‘/
employee of the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport Highway. -
Birmingham. In connection with the sale of a gun case foxn- 9«
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making suci a
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the
customer. He said:he cculd not state that this gun case was
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and scope sight,
which was March 29, 1968. He said the man who bought the gun

27 -~ 28 years old, 5'9", 180 1bs., heavyset, with blond,
thinuning hair,  BAKER identified the other salesman, who would
X have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968 as the manager
“.  of the store, J, HOYT STEPHENS, , -

o,

In connection with the accent or speech of the persoR

it was from "this" (Alabama) general area., BAKER said that
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29,
1968, and came back later in the afternoon and picked up the
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed 1in
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not surve,

case was a frequent customer, and described bim as a white male.

who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed -

- 035

on__4/7/68 . Birmingham, Alabama File # _BH_44-1740 _
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and
by __ WILLIAM A, SAUCIER:RMB:jbt 29 Date dictated __ 1/8/68

This document cortains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It §s the property of the FBI avd is loaned to
Your sgency; it and jts contente are not to be distributed outside your agency.
MW 659‘94 Docld: 3298_?‘9?31 Page 36
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Memorandum | ,,3. o
’.b‘-—-—-
+ - i Comp, Sy-.'. —
TO : Mr. Jenkins * vate: 10-31-74 : ,{' :::“‘:‘*"—-
* ' * i Geme Prv s ‘;'

Som,
T Imspection o

. rrRoM -~ : J. J. McD '
: gro\‘/ 'ALL INFORIATION CONTAINED ( - cey o
| l HER: I Tb ba\bun vﬂ’ N . Plon. & Evel. ..
susecT  MURKIN (44- -3886) ATF ) Hancse T W e —
Cegel Coven .
Morris Cunningham, Washington representative of the ;?,';’,‘:‘,.f.‘,":_
Memphis Commercial Appeal, called Inspector Bowers during the
‘ afternoon of 10-30-74 from Memphis, where he is covering the James Earl
CEs Ray hearing in Federal District Court. Cunningham said Ray had testified
A to having sent a letter to Senator James O. Eastland (D-Miss.) shortly after
: ‘he had been sentenced to prison for the King slaying. Ray allegedly said
that he told Senator Eastland in the letter that he personally did not shoot
King, but was partially responsible for his death. (News reports, 10-30-74,
on the hearing corroborate this and indicated that Ray's letter to Senator
Eastland was read into the record.) .

-

Cunningham said he called Senator Eastland at his residence in . :
Mississippi and asked him about this matter. Eastland recalled the letter
and said he advised Cunningham about it when it was received, however, '
Cunningham does not recall this. He said Eastland had told him he had ‘
forwarded the letter to the FBI as he does many similar letters he receives N
from prisoners. .Cunningham said Eastland suggested he call Bowers to
determine if the FBI could locate the letter and to tell Bowers that he,
Eastland, approves furnishing contents of the letter to Cunningham.

e a—

.
P ]
2

-F-7

; Bowers pointed out to Cunningham that we were precluded from
‘ doing so under Department regulations. It was pointed out to him, however,
that should Senator Eastland desire, a copy of the letter, if located, could .
be made available to the Senator's office and the Senator could release the
letter if he wishes. Cunningham said that should be satisfactory with him.
He was told he would be advised as soon as this matter could be checked out. He
can be reached through the news room of the Memphls Commercial Appeal,

area ctjde 901 526-8811 in Memphis. REC. Sy Y-3E5 ]S 95 7':)

This matter was checked wit gourtney Pace, Administrative

LR TR AT OEURT I VPTIR ROV R0 2 % 0 57 o gyt T e ™ 0 s cres s taee e
L 1 J"-
TR :I‘

T

a<'e T

Z Assistant to Senator Eastland, who indicated he was aware of Cunmngham s request.
; Enclosure T
' 1 - Mr. Callahan 1 '- Mr. McDermott wy '
i , ov :
¢ 1 - Mr. Mintz 1 -'Mr. McGowan V 51914 &
% 1 - Mr. Gebhardt / 1 - Mr. Bowers e

( CBF:dk (9) E )"”“"‘*‘ ‘ CONTINUED - OVER,
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" . s . | _
<

! McPermott to Jenkins Memo
Re: MURKIN

He said that should we find the letter in question and furnish a copy to ,
him, he would be glad to handle the matter with Cunningham for the Senator.

Bufiles reflect that Senator Eastland made a copy of Ray's letter
available to Inspector Bowers on 3-17-69. Accordingly, a copy of Ray's
letter, see attached, has been made available to Courtney Pace on 10-31-74
so that he can handle the matter with Cunningham.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.
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Your File No. - 44-1987 April 24, 1968 T
FBI File No. 44-38861 s
Latent Case No. 91075 o , - -~
. /o

f
-: ";
5, :,
RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G |
N ' Latent fingerprint previously reported on the
i Remington model 760 rifle, serial #461476, Q2; the latent finger-
. print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350, on the rifle, Q2;
= latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint
R on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave
- lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprint on the Schiitz .
5 beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of , .
James Earl Ray. ~ .
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: . FROM OVWNER, WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, ON
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2-302 (Rev. 4: >0 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 : _ Date ____4/13/68

e At 8:30 A,M,, the records of the Jefferson County ;
W Department of Revenue were examined to determine the registéred
owner of an automcbile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38983,

f» These records indicated that this tag was issued on October 2, .
. 1967, to Mr., ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
e Alabama for a 1966 Mustang, two-door, eight cylinder Vehicle

. Identification No, 6T07C190647. This record also indicated 4
R that' this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag no. 1A-88354, )
" A check of the records concerning this number revealed that

> this number was issued for the same automobile to a Mr,-*

WILLIAM D, PAISLEY, 701 48th Street South, Birminghanm, Alabama,,

: vho bought this.car ‘from Maring Crawford Pord Company, Birminghan,
e oq:December'ls,,IQGS This car 'had, originally beeas registered . . '~
‘2 . By, Maring Crawford Ford Company, on March 11, :1966, jas bavieg
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2 . been /801d jto MELVIN E:HARVEY, 3311 'Highland Drive,’ Birm.ngham.
ﬁgg The record shcws the car was transferred from HARVEY 8 name to“ e
SR ., - PAYISIEY on December 15, 1966, and was them transferred from.w & 77+
L PAISLEY to ERIC S, GALT 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,

Alabama, on. August 30, 1967.

- t e ‘ }‘:
;:’.‘.""& :, 3 ] . i _: )
[ » : ‘ 1 R

. ‘ 4
% ! 43
on__4/8/68 . Birmingham, Alabama File # ___BH 44-1740
SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and ) o
by ROBERT M. BARRETT:NPS tinlzjbt Date dictated ";’11/68
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BE 44-1740
’ 'PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he worked oh ’
¥ | barge 1line between New Orleans and St. Louis, and that hs Lo
'would work 20 days and then be off 10 days. He recalled .
GALT saying that he was married, and that his wife was pow =
“ ... . -living "over in Rocky Ridge," re;terr.tng to an area south nf ' .-
e Bonewood Alabama. e S e
. :"i .+ PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, age atout

. - .32, f:lve feet, ten and oneshalf inches tall, 160 to 16F pox ‘zdé,.
. dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dresser, quiet, accc"* :
wwas snot: :trom :the /Alabama area. - . . L

-nl'-'« Rerndnit,E efrevits o P LT PR

‘35. »"-'--,,. ,nl!r. PAISLEY said he did not believe he could 169:1
..fCJlL’n ;if:hé ever saw him:again.ij. :‘.‘il»r sl 0 B s 5
u,l.xgg:r:;”ov U bl .gw--xyv, S R e AN ~:v*"*' Y 2 5 2

g "33=~' Y% PAISLEY produced a bill of sale for this tranea
~1twhich shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highland
~iAvenue, .Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-—9487, for 81,9-
* on August 30, 1967,
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1 . : .

R
¥ s .t
it . . Lt 0w pate_ April 9, 1968~ MEITY
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- ¥ ¥ "

N TSl
[ 4 * » BT I =

o " WILLIAM D; PAISLEY, 701 48th Street South,
) ,Birninghan, 1urnished the followiqg.

=R T T e 0 Om August 29, 1967, a man later identified as BR'C
5 . GALYT came to the PAISLEY residence in a taxi cab. Thkis man
-. apparently was the same man who had called earlier in the
;. day-and talked to PAISLEY's wife about an ad the PAISLEI= had
+%-placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 19366
Ko “white Mustang. PAISLEY showed the automobile which has =a e
ﬁau:"\ .red interior to GALT and offered to let him test-drive ths . ~ =« . .
o gﬁrcar¢vacALT .refused to drive the. car,. saying he did not: have = " .-
gla..w*an Alabanma /drivers license,’butihe did 'have:éne in Louisiana,. .14 i77:
7 7VPATSLRY rtken drove GALT around the area, and during this & 1k sgde, 5
f:,«drive picked up PAISLEY's son DAVID, “When they returred to .,
B L the.: PAISLEY residence, GALT said "X'1ll take it off your '
- bhands.” GALT said he did not like the off-white color of the
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT then gug~
.gosted that he give PAISLEY some earnest money, and asked {f
"PAISLEY would .drive GALT to the downtown area of Birmingram. -
It was then agreed that they would meet the next day at
', about 10:00 a.m., at the First National Bank to settle the
'~. -deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his bank accoutt
- at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked PAISLET
. .. how he wanted payment for the car, and PAISLEY suggested a
.. C.cashier's check. GALT said he did mot know how to get a
L. ' . cashier's check, and PAISLEY said he would show him how the
* next day. - PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then tock
L GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, where CALT got 1
S out of the Car,, : el

- - g-t‘ ¥

‘{,‘; *whe next day puswr received a telephone can zrom o
P “canm who said he would meet him at the First National Bark KA
i to settle the deal., At about 10: 15 a.m,, they met in froni A
“axgﬁ of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt. . o £
L. *pocket and gave it to PAISLEY. PAISLEY suggested they go et

"4nside the bank and count the money, which they did.. PAXSIEY
- deposited the money-in the bank, and GALT went with PAXSLES'S
. son to a parking'lot where he took possession of the car.,
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ' " Date 4/12/68
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WILLIAM. DAVID PAISLEY, JR., 701 South 48th Street, .
Birminghan, on April 9, 1968 furnished the following: T

Sometime in late August, 1967 PAISLEY's father

%uss- . had run an ad-in the Sunday newspaper 1n an effort to sell
N their 1966 white two-door’ hardtop Mistang with red intericr
T and whitewall tires. They advertised the car as being for
e sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later identi-
574, !+ f£1ed as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLEY at the

%: ~ _-.home of one of his friends, PAISLEY's father was driving the -
...+ -car and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove arouui -
oo Sthe.area for awhile and then returned to the PAISLEY restdence, .
~TGAlu“did not ask' any questions, look at the motor or.in-the truzk
"jof-‘the..car;: "He said,~"I'll be glad to take this car otf . your s

fﬁéﬁ‘?@ ihands,!; He then agreed to give PAISLEY's father a down, paysient -
35;ff"*#~11  § Y PAISEBY would take GALT back to downtown Birnlngham

[fv‘w They then agreed to meet.the next morning at the FPirst Watioeal
. Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has his office
in that building and PAISLEY at the time .was employed in the
First National Bank.

: o Hr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain a cashier’s
. check, PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First Aveave
" North and.20th Street, where he got out of the car. That
evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at the tele~-
phone number GALT had left with PAXISLEY's father., PAISLEY
wr . ', -was-unable, to talk to GALT as he was not at the number called
’ and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming house oa High-
land Avenue. The next day PAISLEY's father received a telepkche
call from GALT who said he was six blocks away from the First
Nhtienal Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYs in frcent of
"the First National Bank at about 10:15 A.M., They met in frout
of. the bank at 10:15 A,M. and GALT produced $2,000 &n cash, [ -
__mostly twenties, with some 100-dollar bills, They stepped’ v
"{uside the bank where the money was counted and GALY was I,
., given a blll of sale. RN
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“On.4/9,10/68 ot Birmingham, Alabama_* ____ File # —_BH_44-1740
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G, PAISI.EY then took GALT to the parking lot where tte )
-car was parked and showed him how to dyive the car. Be tbe'a .
gave GALT the keys and GALT drove off.. . . . o Ak e

v, 4 -. “ qu v‘t»‘- no.‘,, ’
¢ 3 A u—v s , . - Al .
e Lar J"t * A L)

#¥ ¥ ‘DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he observed this sam»
car for about .8ix weeks after the sale, parked in front of

"that be-had not seen this automobile since about the tirst ef -

e his vite was presently living on Rocky Ridge or Dolly Ridge .
2237 . "Roasd "over the mountain," referring to an area south of
i .+ Homewood, Alabama, PAISLEY recalled this person had an =xecr

AT 7
=%t " which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from t.!'e 5 Erde
Uiy .. Alabama area, PAISLEY also recalled this person sa ing he sasn,; G

X : y -t Eam Ny
":x.':fj::’:,:‘: :’ unenployed ‘t that tiﬂe. d .lo b {. f" . ' o v a0k, r o ﬁ';-' PE rw; » v""/‘l ':;is{.l‘:“;::fé)’;:’:
\?g:,":":: ‘N‘:;."“: b "‘?"3"}"“""“"’/“"““ 4 ".rw"’" A »Fa i Ca e bl e 2T S \*,*I'X‘i-'j*?
2?3‘2551‘?1" Ll PAISIBY satd be could definitely idontify :
Laetz.. this person 12 he ever saw him again, ,

’;: - . z - “ % » ¥ :- e s | .

':i '(zf‘::.,_ . v Qe "‘.“" * : ,!.;" ) “s at “ !(".. : ' x

S 3 S
)
’ ! ! v?j’ 2

the .xoorming house in the 2600 block of Highland Avenue, but . =~ - -

Gk 0ctober,,1967. +.He also recalled that on one of these occasions ™
:-;..._.;,-,; 4 he ‘observed & front. bumper tag with a drawing of a Confedesate _.;;:‘,;{-};;
‘7&' 1 1'1'8 .thereon?’ . ,e:.i,z:f:f.;':’:?ri‘;.«?.-',,':‘}‘;.:;ig,i-,x;'.e"-‘-:-a“v;'.z«} T e e M e g AR
ek 4:.:,‘1{‘ i ""S.,,«"'*l‘::"- 53" "/—“:‘fx?i‘u SEL G ‘;.,;z«..zg‘?’”;, i -'5-;}*3:.'_&::;:3-7:;- R e
Z;%{ﬁff.g--;;:j‘,; ;-z:u-g-s {72 P. ISIEY. recalled GALT*saying that he worked ona’

Freatiod i oil’ “£h6"Mississippl River "out of St. Louis” to ¥ew ' - Y
”,‘{z;' Orleans.. He would work a month and then be off for two weeks, :
"“--.;,'.'.7"- aud ‘that this was a lonely life. He also said he had saved )

e 211 'his money from his job and would pay cash for the csarx. oo
PO PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic abowut

T not test driving the automobile, and said that his Louisfanx

»'1"  licemse had 'expired and he had not obtained an Alabama dri{ver’ x

gt © license yet, He.also recalled GALT making 2 statement thit ke .
i did his banking at the Birmingham Trust National Bank, and e n
Ll "I have ny noney there.': C o, PRS- .,,.,.,. R a,','f’_",{'f?f'z::;'?"'f"'
I.;:I'—,‘; ; . - o : s » (R ’ - & , ts 5‘5_‘}}5 PSS
f“ SO  PAISLEY described GALT as a wbite male. 5'8"-8}". age 32,
Rl tall,. 145 pounds, dark brown or black hair with a widow's peak .
‘arde and cut short, This person was not a smoker, was very rleac~

. . cut, very shy and quiet, He claimed he was divorced anc t&hat

NVY 65994 Docld:32989731' Page 52 % [~
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On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLEY observed an
artist's conception of a person who had purchased a rifle
* at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March 29, 1968. P3ISIc¥
said this artist's conception did not resemble ERIC GALY, .
B 4 ‘ PAISEEY said his father had told GAIﬂ'duriug the
. transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for the Mosti:sr,
as the PAISLEYs would cancel their car insurance by calliwng
State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 3C, 2968°%. .

3 ... PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions or say

;b_{anything further about car insurance. -

“'{'never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did he cbserve TR
s.ii;wGALT smoke cigarettes. PAISLEY said the ad for the autemsbile i
;ﬁg' ~“~had been run in the "Birmingham News" on Sunday, August 27, 196~

NV 65994

s -, T’-‘ P .
- S-' * , ir,a- ® 7: x!? * w;l 1 '-'«' .“

y :"3"‘ ’ + Fratem g B et
s 4;vﬁDuring his contacts,with GADT PAISLEY said be R I 1Y

only. - -

_PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PAISLEY'x
Mustang, saying that this was the cleanest ono that GA{T hsa scen
He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my money in tho Ris- +-g%3n
Trust,” and did not refer to the bank as the "BThB,™ ahich 1 s
commonly done by natives of Birmingham.: In conrection sii:n
GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living cn 20cky -
Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the mountain," PAISIe
recalls GABT saying, "Yeah, that’s the way it goes,”

o P%ISEEY said the price of $1 995 for the Mustang
was $300 too much, but this price was never questioned by
.GALT and this prica did not seem to bother GALT in any wazy,
GALT said he had been saving his money and because he workes o

F barge he bad no place .to spend {t.

PﬁISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was dvvxcﬂ;
on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30, 19¢7,
GALT was wearing a sport coat a dress shirt with nc 1{e,

bt L4 +

,open at tho neck, -« | . e e ; iy
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.. 7. priof.to GALT's taking possession of the car oa :
August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's father asked GALT how GALT was got:-
to get his driver's license, GALT replied that he bad a
friend "over at the rooming house," who would take him to (i
place where he could obtain a driver's license and change "€ Cd
registration on the car. T

R
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e " DAVID FAISLEY recalled that duriang thc mow’n to s!a e “J'{

7"  weeks after the.sale he had observed this car parkod os numercwe -~ .
*  occasions in front ot the rooming house 1n the 2600 bleck of
Highlaud Avenve. He had nolcd that this car seemed to b 337 ..
from non-use, rather than from being driven, am! that o2z the suzs"
occasion of observing this car which would have beea alwizt tee

- - f£irst of October. 1967, the car still had the slick ba!ll v
.. tires. that had bcen on it when Lt was sold _ S PP

-

» 37
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. Py +? L4
ipn T
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K B PN cw E 5 . . see T Yoy, St
m.. .. > 3 s % L T . N il Cl e
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}* 11966 ‘white uustang..two-door hardtop, oigbt L e
wi»cylinder, 289, four individual red plastic~i.. g;v AR LY

's;tloor nats, push button radio., heater, romavo 'ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁéégfﬁﬁ
j’ "control outside mirror, day-nlght inside mivray’ 0 -
B " very clean engine, milecage 20.000 miler, cquip;et.
.o . with Autolite battery, four whitewall. btail five=,
e The spare was in good shape but had a wider “hife.
P wall than the tires on the wheoels. The secats
v . . " wore medium red in color aund the carpeting sas

maroon or dark red. The body coaditic: of the -

LTI

¥

)

{
*

oA . . -car was excellent and the mbfrler was paiatel L
i shiny silver. R
AN . st ) 4 . K Yo EL
‘,,'.54:; . , A . . x';)o g
i P PAISLEY said that he had forgotten to advise ci L

L
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April’9, 1968, that on April 5, 196B, sometine between 1:i0 =.%,

e, . and 1:30 P, u., while driving east on Fifth Avenue North, i .
iz front of the U, S, Post Office, PAISLLY observed 2 1966 =1luvt:

75T white Mustang hardtop, whlch he thought could pousibiy “o ~r '
Y4, . same car ‘he had sold to GALT, He also. at {4~ Sas> tize, S
g, ' observed the back of » gan getting into this carv whose % 31 .
i resembled that of G'tY, PAISLEY said he could ret be Jeg. -of 200"

'-’?".sn -

that this was the frume car amd that the indiv:dral aae S5 7, ,ﬁ* L

as he cnly had a fleeting glimpse.
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h- follawing FEl record, NUMBER 495 %9 G , s forished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

taformction shown on this Idenlificatici: Ri:cord represaats dote furnishied. FBI by fingerprint coninibulors. WHERE

FINAL DISPOSIION 1S NMOT SHOWIt OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE lS DESIRED, COMMUN!CATE
WiITH AGENCY CONTRIZUTING TBOS: FINGERPRINTS. ‘

. CONCERrSaTS " NAME AND jrmatr PRELLOR 1% . aaree .. - bmosxﬁorg o
: . e I v
erty - . u! ‘ L. James Ea’l"[ :Ray ‘:"t Fe-bruary . i Lo ': . Ja a"_ * . " ’:"*E,:

h b ". |#16 163 1pg9 | .-. 19, 1946 | - L T . v
heriff!s Office- . Janes Far] qu ' October’ S.uspj;c{on. of -~ ~ . s . ';'
os Angcles, -° #8-119908 {11, 1949 | burglary AU
faliforaia - . . P P B . T

. -, LI . - :‘ ot . . s . .. P .
olice Depariment |James Eari Ray October v suspicion | 8 months Cou
os Angeles, | [#139648 - .°-° 111; 1949 | 459 Penal Code ‘| Jail suspendd
e T I S N M (burglary) Lioml) 2-years. .

. ST I . L. probat:.on

e ET e RN e et e e LT ] servéd; ixst

- : ‘» : :.. ) . ’ ‘x “ ’ - ) ‘I 90 d ys co"n

St e o -.'. ‘ . 1. Y J,ail‘ 146

. . L ' R R . Decanbcr 20,

. " . C ’. Co .o, : 1949 Csl&943
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The foliowing F5i record, NUMBER

T 485 942 G

WiTH AG..i\CY CONIRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.
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: » is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,
* Informetion shown on this Identification Resord ropresents dala furnished 3l by fingerprint contributors. YirieR

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOV/N-OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 1S DESIRED, COMMUN:CA
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Y The following F&l record, NUMBER 405 942 G ", s furmished FOR OFFICIAL USE
+ Informotion shown on $his Identificolion Record represents dato furnished FEI by fingerprint contributors. ¥
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w7 rcase pending in Sheldy County, Tennessee (Memohis) ‘in vhich . .

- %X am indicted for the murder of Martin Luther King.  That {s -~
e hifthe purpose ol this Jetter, ' R Tt
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fﬁ.l"“Wiliing to contest this case through ths trial court and- the - .-
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=Date Avpil G, 1egn

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENIER,: 4844 Durbin Strcct,
Nemphis, Tennessee, ’'telephone 685-5618, advised that he is a
salcsran at tho York Arms Company locatcd ‘at 162 South bain
Strect, Memphis, ) : " , :
Mr. CARPENTER recalls’ that yesterday, April 4, 1863,
he was in the above mentioncd storve talking to one of the
othcxr salesmen in the store when an individual entered and
subscquently bought from him a pair of Bushnell binoculavs,
T™This individual centered the store at about 4,00 in the °
afternoon, Mr., CARPENTER ostimates this to be the corrcet
time and, in part,.bases his cstimate on the fact that
theve werc pickcts ‘parading "in front ‘of the storec at that
time. Mr. CARPENTER recalls that‘as this'individual procccded
further into the store he turned to this 'individual and asked
if he could be of assistance.,, The :individual stated that he
wiszhed to purchasc some binoculaxs, and dMr. CARPENTER-told
Kin that he was about out of binoculars and-believed -the
oaty ones he had in stock were’'a pair sclling.-for $200 and
apother pair sclling for ninety-some dollars, The individual
ointed that he belicved these were’'too high priced for him,
ana tien 13, CARPENTER recalled that, there night be a cheaper
'afr o hinoculars in the windov and advised the individunl
« L he would find out, Mr, CARPENTER thercupon went to
i aisgnlay window in the front of the store and determined
i Lhere vats on display a pair of Bushnell binoculars
e ting for 559,95, He brought these binoculays back to
{9 custoner and explained that they were a Jarancse inmport
o’ selicr osuality, 7The ixdividual secemed to indicate that
s oithey recopnized the name oy that he agrced that there
. uwese sone good Japanose importss,  The customex raigcd the
binoculars Lo his cyes and in Some manner, not now recalled
by v CARPENTER, indscated that these binoculars:-were
~eccptiable, ‘

’

‘
1
¢
A
[3
[

s, CARDENTER vecaldls that the customer asked if
jnsiructions were in the box, and Mr.” CARPENTER advised him
that there were instructions in the box, but not much was
nceded to be known to operate Lhe binoculars, other than to
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. CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he

ME 44-1987
2

Just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pileces, Mr.

placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of

tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total

of $41.55., He placed the sales slip and the box with the
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name

of York Arms on its side., The binoculars were in a leather
or similar type carrying case, The store does not record

or maintain serial numbers for thuse binmoculars and it is
not known what, it any, serial nuamber was on this pariicular
pair of binoculars.

Mxr, CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
Bushpell brand and were 7 hy 35 size,

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows-

Race: Yhite

Sex: Male
~ Ages 26 - 32 years

Height: 5 feet 11 inches

Weight: 160 pounds to 175 pounds
Hair: Black or’'dark brown, neat,’

combed straight back and not
parted., It was neither very
long nor shaggy.

Eyes: Color not recalled; no glasses
worn
Conrplexion: Ruddy
Build: Medium
Scars and marks: = None recalled
Regional accent: None noticed
~ Dress; Dark suit, not known whether

or not pants matched coat, but

, recalls pants did not contrast
vith coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide

space at the.collar, neat looking;

dark tie with light stripe which
covered entire tie, which was

tied in & long slender knot which

* did not £i1) the space between
the collars, tie was noticeably

pulled to one side, not in keeping

with generally neat appearance of

customer; no jewelry remembered.
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing
regarding the eyes, nose,
' ears or other features
pnoticeable, Customer's
hands were neat, though
nothing outstanding was
" noticed about them, -

Mr. CARPINTER recalls that the individual reached
into his right front pants pocket to gat the money with which
to pay for the binoculars. The money was not in a billfold
or a money clip. The customer withdrew two $20 bills from
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of
which Mr., CARPENTER believes were $20 bills, The custonmer
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into
his other front pocket with his left hand and secured two
quarters and a nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the

. payment, After purchasing the binocylars, the customer
walked from the store and Mr, CARPENTER told him to '"hurry
back" or some similar parting statement, and the customer’'s
reply is not recalled, if any was madeé, Mr., CARPENTER does
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the
store. .

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be
able to recognize him,

The customer, while in the store, did not ask to
see any other merchandise such as rifles or guns or

amnunition of any kind, and made no inquiry at all concerning

any other mexrchandise,

¥

Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the custonmer entered

the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking
to Mr, VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr, HUGH

BADDLEY, a clcrk, wag nlso somewhere in the store, He believes

also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK JR,, may have been in
the store, but he does not know: vhether or not any of these
individuals took notice of the customer.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . e .

Pate ___4/16/68

SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN and SA RALPH J, LIEWER contactead
RALPH M, CARPENIER, an employce of York Arms Company, 162 South
Main Street, Memphis. Mr. CARPENVTER was informed ot the identity
of SAC JENSEN and he has previously bzen interviewed by SA LIEWER,
Be was told we had an additional group of photographs we would
like him to view, He was told that no significance should be
attached to the senquence or arrangsment the photographs might
be in when he saw thsm. These photograrhs were laid out, one
after another, on the second floor avway from bystanders and other
employees in the York Arrms Conmpany.

CARPENTER spent at leazst twenty minutes reviewing
carefully each of the photographs. He expressed some hesitation
for a time between & photograph of one RICHARD SMITH and the
photograph of ERIC S, GALT. No naxmes and no identifying data
of sny kind were furnished to CARPENIER in connection with his
study of these photographs. He did state in connection with a
photograph of SMITH that he thought this was a local Memphis boy
whom he might have seen. He turped this photcgraph over and did
reject the photograph &s not bzing identical to the one to whom
ke sold the binoculars.

He studied carefully for approximately five minutes
the photograph of ERIC S, CGALT arnd made comments concerning the
appearance of GALT, He stated the hair was generally similar
to the customer but thought 1t might be just a little bit longer
than when the customer had been in the store onm April 4, He also
s5a2id that he recalled the customer he w2aited on did not have
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they vera rore like the eyebrows in the
photograph of GALT, He also stated he had no recollection of
seelng GALT's teeth and thought he hrd a smile when he waited on
him., CARPENIER also said he h3ad no independent recollection of
GALT's ears appearing &5 they did in the photograph, but he then
said he did not notice them partizularly. He did furnish the
following statement regarding hieg identification of the photograph
of ERIC 8, GALT:
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"April 16, 1968

"On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group
of 5 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen
and Spacial Agent Ralph J Liewer. After careful study of
each of these pictures I plsced my name on the back of the
picture which 1 feel most ressabled the man who bought a
set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms,
162 So. Main St., Momphis, Tennessee. I was not furnished
apy names or gny descriptive data regarding any of the
photographs shown, I was slso told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the
photographas were shown to me., I did turn one photograph
over as I thought I recognized this to be & local Memphis
boy. I did not howaver recognize him as the person to whom
I sold the binoculars, ‘

| "In choosing the pkotograph I was guided by my best recollec-
| tion, I reaember that the man who bought the binoculars
did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the
ones in the photograph gelectad by me, I did not sell any
other binoculars on April 4, 19€8

"My signature attests that I am in agreement with
the inforxation set forth on psge one and page two of this
statement.

/8/ Ralph M, Carpenter

/8/ Robert G Jensen
SAC, FBI, Memphis ¥
April 16, 1968

/8/ Ralph J. Liewer
Special Agent FEIl
April 16, 1968"

It ghould be notad that the name "ERIC S, GALT"
was not furnished to CARPENTER, nox was he in & position to
read the name when he gigned the baxck of the photograph, His
concluding remarks, which ware made at approximately 11:20 a.m.,
4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don't own a suit., I '
suppose I will hava to buy & suit zo that I can go to court."”
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*

April 25, 1968

: )
1 T . g
— v ) (i"
Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at\Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER,.Room No. 2,
422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. She said she .
bhad looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police.
She sajid the bedspread did not come from her rooming house |
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her |
life. Mrs., BREWER said none of the men in the photographs l
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that |
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the ’
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to "walk up and say hello to \ -
|
|
|
|

Date

me right now." She said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD '"squarely in the face" and as a rxesult, does
not think she will be able to identify him. ’

- ALL INFORMATTON CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFT® .
DATEIL\ B_UANIO“L‘A;;SB%ZLLD L
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/10/68

1 Date

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor,
422} S. Main Street, furnished the following information to
Lieutenant J, D, HAMBY Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police
Department, and SA FRAFKLIN L. JOHNSON: ) N

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age,~-
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in tb~ north wing of a rooming
house, the address of which is 4224 S, Main Street. This
rooming house actually covera the second floor of 2
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the
north building in the southeast corner of the north building.

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,
he and his wife were in their room. §His wife, who has
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of
time, waB in bed in their combination of living-bedroom.

He was in the kitchen, which 18 east of the living-bedroom.
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north
wall of the kitchen. Immediately ncxth of him is a common
bathroom which i8 located at the east end of an east-west
ballway in the north building. While he was repairing the
radio, he heard what he i8 certain was a shot, and he is
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point

within just a few feet of where he wa3 gitting. He has no
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometine
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM, S . « -

/ Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gainnd the impression
that the bundle was wrapped in gsomething, possibly a newspaper.
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways
onto the street, although he could not actually see the man
going down the stairxrway,
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It immsdiately occurred to ¥r. STEPHENS that - B
this was the same man he had szen earlier in the afternoon,
possibly around mid-afternoon. standing at the door to

. room 5~B which is located immediately west of Mr.
STEPHENS 5 living-bedroom. He stated that around mid-
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into room 5-B.
He saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in his hands
at the time. He assumed this was scme new guest looking
at a room. .- -

Mr. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that
he, Mr. STEPHENS, is a disabled veteran who has been treated
for tuberculosis, and he gpends most of his time in his rooms
with his wife who is also 111 and who at present is a bed
patient. . ;

L]

Sometime after seeipg thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he
heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen
had rented the room next door. He stated tlmt he recalls
on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room
and also leaving from this room past.his (Mr. STEPHENS 's)
room and into the common bathroom at the east end of the
hall. He was also very much avare that when the person went
from room 5-B to the bathroom, that person remained in the bath-
room for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that
this is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He
also specifically recalled tbat only on one occasion did
| he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious
| as to why this person was spending 80 much time in’ the bathroom.

He stated that on thse last orcasion that someone
went from nuaber 5-B to the bathroom prior to the time he
heard the shot, ha would estimate that that person remained
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During .
this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom.

He also specifically recalls that during this same period,
Mr. WILLIS ANCHWZRZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi-
ately west of 5-B where the new tenant apparently was located,

"
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had knocked on Mr. STEPHENS's dcor and aomewhet;ffiangrily
inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so }ong.

It was at the end of this latter period of time
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he
was certain came from the bathroom. H2 stated that iwmmediately
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming.
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the
best, he did not hear any additional noises coming from the
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a
"scuffle' coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he
cannot recall hearing such a '"scuffle." He stated that he
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down
the hall to see the man running carrying something in his hand.

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only ‘people in the
north building of this rooming house at the time of this
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife,
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUZZ (phonetic), above,in room
4-~-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr, STEPHENS
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LETTTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re-
g8ides in room 1-B towars tne front (west) of the porth wing
or north building, and (5) the unknown man who had occupied
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously stated

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHULT made some remark
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the
unknown man apparently made some kind of reply.

24
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear
footsteps in 5-B and could bsar footsteps between 5-B and the
bathroom, he at no time heard any conversation in 5-B,
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-8
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr.
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs.
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the
game man running down the hallway carrying something, he only
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw
him directly in front, but based upon his obserVations he
would describe this person as follows:

Name: Unknown

Race: White S

Sex: Male o o

Age: "in bis 30's."

Height: 5' 10-11" . o

Weight: 165 pounds .
Build: ' Average - A
Posture: ¥an stood erectly

Hair: ; .Described as sandy, also

. described as 'dark blond"

o having the appearance of

“unwashed sand.

Further described lwrline

as receding on left side

(and presumably on both sides)

making it appear he would have

"puaks' on either side but

with full thick hair toward

tbe front .center of his head

bstween the peaks. Hair

. combed straight back. Normal

; or average haircut.
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Dress: Bare headed, wéariﬁé dark

General Appearance:

suit
Clean shaven, neat appearing
individual.
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- CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% South Main
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4,

. 1968, he was with his wife at the above address.. He stated
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date, he began working
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair.

He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the

‘table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the '
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor.* As he.

was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next .
apartment to him, Apartment 5B, leave his room several times

and go into the bathroom., Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew

it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that
afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B

open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom,

the bathroom door would open and then close. .

Mr. STEPHENS said that dunng these various trips that
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m.,
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described
as gsounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS ran from the kitchen where he was repairing
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying
to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out
of his window. STEPHENS said that he 'then looked out of his
kitchen window which faced the lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of
policemen scurrying about and people running 8cream1ng din the
vicinity of the hotel.

»
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Mr. STEPHENS stated thuat the man who was in
Apartment 5B had checked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m., on
April 4, 1968, He stated he was sure of this because he had
heard the landlady showing him the spartment at that time, He
stated he glanced out of his door znd got a fairly good look at
the man who he described as being a white male; 5' 10-11";
weighing 165 pounds; slernder build; ruddy complexion; sandy
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to
be a dark blue or black guit, white ghirt and dark tie.

Mr., STEPHENS stated that the man who he saw running
out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked
into Apartment 5B, He said he could only see the man who ran
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair
coloring and clothes were the sane asg the individual 4in —
Apartment 5B,

Mr. STEPHENS described the 1nd1vidua1 he saw running
out of the bathroom as follows:

i

Race White

Sex Male .

Height 5'10-11"

Weight 165

Build Slender ‘
Complexion Ruddy

Hair Sandy, slightly on dark side
Clothing Wearing dark suit :

¥r, STEPHENS added that he bad never met the man who
checked into Apartment 5B, talked to him, or knew his name,

L]
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‘. Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number
© 397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the

Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs, BURNS stated that
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a ‘
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968, She stated that this shaving kit contained
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company,
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches
by six inches.

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the white man
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was
paying for the itenm.

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before.
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description

for him:
’ Race: White

Age: 45

Height: 57"

Weight: 165 pounds

Hair: Black - could not recall how
he combed it or anything further
about his hair

Eves: Color unknown
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- Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming ’“
house located at 42231 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, -
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis’ .
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished

the following information' n;, . Q_ gf;“,»:<.,_ -'?“J ,i;w_';-‘ .

Between 3 00 P M and 3 30,P M on April 4,°1968,

a white male knocked on the door of the second. floor  of the
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER “if she had a room. © She”
replied yes, and this individual then asked 1f he could see . .
it. Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No. 8, which is located in’ :
the southwest part of the building, and .the individual ‘put his .
head into the doorway and after looking, stated -that this . '
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and
> refrigerator but only wanted a Sleeping’ room. . Mrs.- BREWER

then showed this individual Room 5-B, ‘and he put his head in

the doorway of this room and said it would be fine.” At this.
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the: =
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the, same
hallway as Room 5-~B. She and this individual then réturned

to her office.,. The individual stated that his name was ,JOHN |
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week L

.
-

1-“':4"

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would
be for one week, and Mrs, BREWER replied $8.50, WILLARD then
put his hand 1nto his right trouser pocket and withdrew a ~ .
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and*handed the money-to., . ,
her., She gave him change 'in denominations of-one ten dollar
bill and two one.dollar bills. ' When WILLARD arrived at~the
rooming house, Mrs, BREWER did not notice any luggage in, his
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD ”
did he volunteer. any information concerning his home residence,
line of business, or mode of transportation.J ‘WILLARD was not °
required to sign any type of register, and the only written
record maintained of the transaction was'a receipt for the
| $8,50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWBR °

! - s

| Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned

| ~
-

| . 9 RTLTHECHE S TONCENNTALIED
‘ ’ T ; n.«IL “M;i I& b‘ivl@f’;w
( o S T ey
‘ On__ 4/5/68 - . Mehphis,tTennessea f. pﬁe# Memphis 44-1987

. . co A P H et . :
! r. i * * ! ¥ ".—. » ’ l + '.' -, e h
\; ’ - ‘a " ?'-'. . R’ * - - I'd O
| by SA ROBERT F. BOYLE:jap s AR Datedxctated . 4/8/68

rnclusion: the FBI. It is the properl) of the FBI1 and §s loaned to
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‘to Room 5~B or 1f he left ‘the building at any time after
renting Roon 5-B, Mrs, BREWER did not again observe ‘'WILLARD
after he rented the room.,bi - 53, Jf S

. B -~ v wmie s
EJU'

, Mrs, BREWER'S husband returned home from work at
5:25 P, M, on April 4, 1968, and at’ "that time Mr./"and Mrs,
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr. BREWER "

. then turned on the television set and was watching . the‘
"Rawhide" television program, and Mrs, BREWER did the.
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the. dinner dishes,
Mrs, BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhide” television'

‘heard what.she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back
of her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this nmust

" her husband that she thought it was a gun shot - ler /husband
took time to put on his slippers and both .of -them then , ~
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. ‘Upon- -
arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back
of the building and instructed both Mr.,. and Mrs, BREWER to
close the door and return to their apartment.,K 'Mrs, BREWER _
did not hear any noise such as someone running through hexr ~
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming
near the back of her ‘building toward the Lorraine Mo?el

' Mrs. BREWER eyamined cash that she had on hand
and determined that she had three $20.00 .b1ll1s ‘in hexr Uy
possession, * She was unable to specifically pinpoint:-which
$20.00 bill was furnished to her by WILLARD for payment of .
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following T
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes'* ) ) R

» ’ * .1 - e .
«" -+ _,..,»t' » > Ay oy 4

. {.‘Q.) ’Serzeq 1963-A, Serial No. r14oozs44A T

‘ ¢
wr’ .’.’n —

A

]

o (2) Serieq 1963-A Serial No. 1:16164663;\

: (3) 'Series 1983 Serial No. I‘06445143A
‘ ‘Mrs. BREWER fvrnished the following description
of WILLARD: K S i . o
‘Race: ' C .+ vnitd z;,;;;a :':,:
* Sex: . .o . Male' ). e, T T b
Age: R SO Approximately 35 years
* Ly T . ,

have been around 6:00 P,M, on April‘'4, 1968, She advised .-

program, - Within a matter of.a couple of minutes; Mrs, BREWER '

—~HY-85994~Poeld:3298873M~Rag e
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Build: .. . . .-uh 7 iMedium (carried weight well)

,'Appearance:' S+ "Real heat’ looking, .clean

; shaven.'Z.- . R
r e :*‘ = f . .

" Mrs. BREWER etated that wILLARD'appeared to have a
smile or a sneer.on his face duriug their entire conversation;

-~ R ’ »

'did not appear as though ‘he, waq the outdoure type;. was

wearing a dark sport jacket or ‘short Jacket, as he did not-
have to pull the jacket back when he reached his right hand
into his pocket for his money; did not notice -any rings or
watches; paid no attention to his ‘shoes, 'pants,-shirt, . )

or whether he had on a tie, but wae qulte positive that he
did not have.a hat; did not give the appearance .of needing

a haircut, nor was he wearing a mustache or ‘any long sideburns;
paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking

-and did not particularly notlce about any part of - his’ face,

including nose, mouth earq. chin,’ or eyebrows.”'w:.'

" -
-

. Mrs, BREWER claimq that she did not partxcularly p
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or
sneer that he had on his face. R Q!x.\ AT

+
v R ¢

(e Mrs. BREWER did recall that when she pointed out
the bathroom facilities to ¥WILLAPD, s%e told him that everjyone
in the area of his room was %3ua11y quiet but that the guy next
to him usually drinks a little bit.” Mrs. BREWER claimed that
WILLARD then stated, "I take a beer once.’in awhile myself."
Mrs, BREWER claimed that shé. told hin: that was all xright as
long as, he stayed in his room and - kppt quiet Lt e L *

,n
WS P I ’. L )

yf' Mrs. BREWER was’ unable to state whether ‘any of the
other roomers at her .rooming house,khad an opportunity to
either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, 'nor was she
able to furnigh any zdditional information eoncerning
WILLARD's activities during the brief pprlod that he resided
at her rooming house. She claims that she does not believe
that she would recognize this individual again from a
photograph or i1f she had an opportunity to see him in person,
but qualiftied thig by stating that she probably would be
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on
his face if she were able to observe ‘that “in’ the future.
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteex any
information concerning his psrsonal background or volunteer
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis, °
She claimed that WILLARD's speech was "just like the rest

of us around here," and that his vocabulary and accent were
not out of place in her rooming house.. Mrs. BREWER recalled
that when WILLARD first looked. in Room 8, 'he ‘remarked that
he only wanted a sleeping rooem as ‘he would not be- in the, N A

room in the daytime,  just at night, ' . “: LN T

)
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Mrs. mamc (BESSIE) BRE’:?ER, Room 2, 422; South Main
Street, temphis, Tennessse, who manages the rooming house at
this address znd who has basn interviewed previously by Agents
of the FBI, telephonically: contacted the. FBI Office on April 10,
1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an ¥Bl Agent

NEIN

>

.

: Mrs. BREHBR was conta.cted by ‘;A FRAN*{LIN L, JOHNSON )
and Lieutenant W, S. SCHULTZ, .Eonicide Bureau, Hemphis Police .
Departzment, at which tims, sha advised that she was beginning to
receive mail from individuals unknown to her:: She displayed an
envelope poatmarked April 7; 1968, at Niagara Falls; New York,
bearing the return addrezs, MNrs. ZUC’CO 518 "Ferry Avenue,
Niagara Falls, New Yoxrk, in which was located a one-page hand-’
written letter, which le..ter referred to newspaper publicity
identifying Mrs, BREWER as operating a "flop house,'. the writer
of the letter referring to .the fact that Mrs. BREWER should :
buy some paint" and ending by stating,’f’l’ll bet you even have
cockroaches!?* : ) g R R N T Rl

- » ,: ;, _~ + 1 ™~ .
» - L 5 - -, ,‘.. ’ * ,’ - 3 t, - ;
LI f’ T N - 4"

A second envelope vase postmarked April 7, 1968 at
Des Moines, Iowa, which coantained 2 printed religious tract
and neitker the envelope nor the tra.ct idant;fied the sender. -

On the occasion o:t this contac.. thh )'rs.,BREHER *

she furnished the Iollo'.rjng intorrzation* R ;’_ - e

." 'She stated she wanter.! to point outéthat slie ~ T
has previously forgotten to advire officers of the .
Police Department.and FBI, Agents that at the time'she @ . °
rented Room 5-B to a stranger using the ‘name> 6£_ JOBN - i

WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there w2s a small; cheap i :.?f -t
cnhest of drawers, blond in ‘color, 4n front of ‘the.'east . - - '~
windo¥ on the gouth wall of, Boon 5-B, whereas' aiter the oL
shooting of Dr. XKING and when she naxt ;829 sRoon. 5-B, e
that chest of drawers was sitting against the west wall A g
of that roon and there wazg a chvzir sitting in :front of -f~ e

On 4/10/68 at Meznph'is,‘, Tenzesses :' r‘:le# ).amp‘zis 44-1987
' * N ' . “%: . {"‘i :.q s - , " e . - 3 ,
A » SSON T et .- : .
by SA FRANKLIN L. Joxi\ ON wpf o neee Datedxctated ’ 4/12/68

204

This document conlams neither recommendauons nor conclusions of the FBIL, i is the property o!‘ the FBI and is loaned to
MU %maxmg[dtﬁg%pmm%é g pot to be dutnbuted ouls:dc your sgeacy. i -, e . -
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that window. She stated she was pointing this out sznce

this would indicate. that the cccupant of th° room - -

definitely handled tb13 cheot of dra%ers. ; e

. Mrs. BREﬂFR Btated that since inyerviewed
previocusly, she had besn trying to think of anything
else which might assist .in identifying the guest who . -
used the name of JOHN WILLARD.. She stated as she has
discussed the matter with her. husband and thought more *
about it, the one thing ¥hich impressed her most about -
the appearance of this irdividual was the fact that when’
she first cracked open the door to her room afterxr: this
man knocked, she observed that he wazs standing at the
door with an unusual smile 'on his face. She went on to -
state that she would describe ths smile as a “saeex' ox
a "smirk." She stated that she cannot be more specif;c
other than to state that she waq impressed by this -
expression on this pan's face, as though he were trying
to spile for no reason. "She stated that she did not
interpret the smile as an effort to ‘he- £12 rtatious.“z
She also stat@d that her 1nitial inpression

of this man was that he did not "fit in'" with other.
tenants in this rooning house,
rooming house 3s located in a poorer section of town
vhere most of the tenants are oldsxr pecple or others

. with limited incomo, a nuxber of vhon are alcohﬂl‘cs,
and this npan was clean snd peatly dressed, giving the -
inmpression that he could obtain lodging in nicer oA -
surroundings. S . : L

PRI =
- Lr . !. f | I ,-;_.. . ,« ,: ¥ R
“a * l “ b, e L

"' Mrs. BREMER at this, tine attewpté& to’recall _
the words used by this person. .. A% she recalls, when:she
.went to the door-and cracked open .tha dcor, leaving the

chain fastened, the man's first words were,

."Do yeu, have

a room for rent?"

'‘She answered in the affirmative and

agked him whether he wanted a roen by. the week ox by the
mnonth,’ He replied, 88 nearly ag ghe can recall, by :
stating simply, "By the week." LK At this point she
unfastened the chain which zocured the partially opened
dcor and walked directly to Roca 8 lecated in the south
wing of this rooming house. ' She ztated that the man
folloved her to the rcom arnd leoked inside the room but
never actually entered the room, at which time his words,

A - o2 R .
' Ry . » - . Ly am “v
!4 * v 2, Lo . . ’e
x [ . oy . .
o4 . v .
. - e f ]
14 l
.

Y
"
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as nearly as she can recall vere, "¥ell," X don't need the
. stove and refrigerator. since I'won't be doing any cooking.

I was thinking more of a sleeping room." .Zi

i
s

,'. . Y .
P} PEE R «
B
RT

At this point Mrs BPE#PR explained that the .
only vacant '"sleeping rooa". (or room with no stove and o
refrigerator) which she had in either wing of ‘the .., - -~
rooming house was Room 5-B in the north wing. She.~. - . %
therefore immediately walked from Roon 8 in. the south =
wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the Co
south wing to the north wing of the rooming house,.fq
and thereafter to Room 5-HB. . Again she’walked in’ front.
of the man, ‘As soon as sbe Opened .the dooxr: to Room S-B,

the man immediately stated that he’would ‘take that room, . ;_

She then walked to her room in the 'south wing of the . \
building, followed by the unkncwn man, who paid her .

$8.50, as outlined previcusly by her, for the rent of . ’
Room 5-B for one veek 1n advanne.:“;o , e -

Mrs . BREHER stated that most of the rooms in - -

this rooning house can be secured only’ ‘with the use of a
padlock, and after showing this individual Room 5-B,' she
removed the padlock from the doox and took, K the padlock '
with her to her, room. She stated it is necessary that :
tznants put. up a deposit if they secure the padlock, but
this tenant did not irquire as to-how he could lock the,
door and did not request the padleck and a“key.- She also " .
added that she did not explain to him .the method of = =
locking the door or that it was necessary - that ‘he. put”’ up
a deposit 1n order to obtain the, padlock N ;ﬁ;,gi"')
N LI ’."."'"- ‘,.
She stated at thiq point that she had been
somewhat unnerved when she first looked at, this. man, at
which time he had, the unusual saile.on his face,”or,
appeared to be, "sneering" at her, and thereafter she made
a point of having as little to do with him as possible,
always walking in frent of him ard aveiding all .
unnecessary conversation or dealings with him. -»"~

u-

.
HE

% -
7’ - -
-

-

-.." x

N ' Mrs. BRFWER vqs asPed whether she now: feels
that she. could identify this man if she sees.him again,
She stated that she thought she might be able to identify
this man if she sees him again. -She stated the man used
no slang or unusuasl expressions snd she could not associate
his accent with any particuler area, adding he had no
rarticular accen L oL R S ;
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- Shp also statﬂd that sba is ncsitive she has
ever geen this man before, " She pmintod ocut that- she has
on*y been handling the rental of the rooams &t this |
rooning house sinece Xarch 12, 1968, bawever, and - ghe
would have no way of knowing whﬂthrr he sta)ed at this

*

rooxing house nrier ta that time. j;y,h L 511,:;;3 : .-
" She mtatsd that at the time e bécams ‘the

1and1ady at this rooming hruee, Roon 5-B was ncvupied

by an elderly man by thz nane of COXYODCRE, STEWART, -, =

This man was ill as of Yarch ]2, 1968, and she believed

that it was on March 1Z, 1968, ‘that he ¥as taken to a .

Menmphis hospital.
elther March 13 or

A coapln of days. later,
14,. 1968, this man died.

p obably on -

The.xoon

)

2

had not been rented iroﬂ that timz until thb time the
gfranger uszng the Lama of JOHh HILA&RD rented this room.

-t
-..= .

» xd > ci -

; + ‘- A3 .

. She under:innds that a. number of diiferent
persons have acted in the cayacitv of rental agent for
this rooming house: in recent noenths, -including Mr.. . -
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk at thﬁ Tri-State Hotel
located nearby, Mr. ¥ADDOX never having lived in this |
rocming house, howsver, s2nd apparontly having acted as
rental agent for only a short peried of time. Another
individual whe bandled, the rental'of rooms in this. -
rooping house was H. R. THGMPSOY, an old drunk accord1ng
to other tenants, who never lived.in the reozing house,
One cther rental agent st this rooming house prior.to ~
the time Mrs.  BREWER assuxed these duties . was W, V., ..o+ -«
SAYMONS, who sghe: unterstands is no¥ sl the’ Eadison Hotel -
in Memphis. She ‘is svre that Mr. SANVONS was the" rental ,
agent in January "1958, bas=d on copies of’ repeipys in o .
her receipt book.? She rYecalled that Mr. SANUCONS: s*abbed '
his wife while he was yentsl agent at this raomiag house
and the matter rece;ved publicitv.,:‘;:f* i3 S F A

K
= J L - *
oz S ¢ * L v
- H »- H . >

Mrs. FRhﬁER 3dvzrﬁd that mcst GI 1h occupants
cf room3z in this roonming houze are mure oxr loss permanent -
tenants, althovgh slie dove cccasionslly rent a vacan.
room to transients for ouly ene night. - ; ; j-

' 2

-

¥
o N

Yrs. BRL&ER %dvla&d Lhat tberé are 10 neparate
spartments or roens in the nouth wipg -of this ruomirg
hruze and siX 'separate sparivenia or . reoms In the nor th
wing. The six rovesz in the worth ~ing are yéferred to as
1-B, 2B, etc,, whereas ke roums in the o Qgth‘vﬂrg§have
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no letter of the alphabat fo]luwing the room number. .—'f
She furnished the following 5n£oraat1en .ccncerning’ the’

status of these rocms as .of. April 4,-12¢8, when the mae . -
using the name JOP% ﬂZLLaRD check»d iuto (Roga 5-B°- e,
SOUTH WING: . . AT T

(Rooms are numbe ed in k] counter-clockwise order, ey
starting with Rooa No.': 174in the southwest corn»r of 7 e

this wing of the xoomiug house .) R AT I A
’ "" " ." ¢ -” ?5: . ';: " T * .t' .'"'.:.;’ ) rjp;'-:u».
Roem 1 < Vagwnt 1. e B TR
Room 2 - OLcupied by Mr. aud Mrs. BRF??@_and'-uyg SR
AT referred to as. the “oiiice ", .:f_ ﬁ.Jlnﬂg .

Roonm 3 -~ occupi@d by Mr. BPRTIE L. RFEVES, an’ .,
oo elderly ran who is retired and who . appears
) to be rezsonably responsible., “She stated |
o that Mr. RFEVES cawe out of his room about -
o the gnme time ag ¥, snd ¥rs. HREYER after
_ 21l heard what they believed to be a shot
’about 6.00 p m., April 4, 1908 i N

[4 N .w- ]

[ %Y

Room 4 - 0ccupied by “HORARD V E, an.older man, A
' chronic aleoholie,’ who wo*kﬂ as a handyman o
D at Jim's Crill located nearby,’ but who as 7,

. ' of April 4, 1968, was known, by, MrsS BREWER

.+, to have been drunk for 1wo days.. Mrs.-- R
* ", BREWER stated sh2 knew, that’ VANCE was dn . ..~

: . his room as of 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, - .
. . .but she also kaew that, he had.been on’ a’ _,"f
" ltwo-day ‘drunk and that he’ aid ot come -

-out ot his room. ,i‘ wﬁ,? ,uh(u; P

¢

- o °d
, ' ,s.t.

Room 5 - Occupied by T. L. MES»FR, A 75 to 80 <

S years of age, who has been 11l xccently,
whoge hezring is very defective, anl vho -
was in his roon 8s of the time of the. B
shooting. ‘Mrs. BBEWER added, however, .
that duz to Mr. MESSER's age and his - | o
physical and mental condition, Mr. MESSER
stil)l does not understand what actually

' .« occurred and continuez to ask what all the
excitenent wan about when r:olice officers
and FDI Agents quwsLinned oscupﬁnts of the ’

building. R T T -
5 . . ‘.( . » .. ; . . L] - .
R . P
. “» . ‘:.‘.17 . }-.. . . .. - .: ‘ P ., .
ot A » e - et RN ‘ -
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Roon 6 - Vscant. Han by the name ‘of’ SAHUEL ﬁILSON,
- wvho she umd@rst%nds had been a tenant for

several months, vacated this room on,
April 3 1968
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Room 7 ~ Qccupied by FRANK B. BARLEY, n elderly .
»nan who.is8 a chronic’ alcoholic, who was -
- also drunk’and- in his room-ss of.the time
' , of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY

S . did not come out of his room around the )
-time or the shooting.;.__‘ .

Room 8 —~ Vacant.’ (This 'd6 the ‘roon which Mrs,
' 'BREVWER first showed: to the man uaing the

name JOHN WILLARD.) Ii i i3 L e

. -
.
4 .

Room 9 ~ Occupied by HAROUD CARTER, a man 55 to 60

. years of sge, unemployed,” who receives - -
welfare chacks’ ard who kas a.physical .
affliction, (She stated one of his hands
is deformad or "drawa, up.'") .She stated,
this man also drinks considerably. . She:

A does not belleve he was home at the time‘
' of the ehaoting. Lot e ey
f i * v 3, :) . ...‘_.','.,-‘ I
Roon 10 =-0ccupied'by LEON@RD BATON, sge. 60. to. 65,11_ 7"
. ... -who she understands to be a long-time . . ‘

. resident at this ‘rooming house, who reportedly
; ZfXormerly worked on a river: boa{ . She 'stated
it is her impression that:he was in his °
room ‘asleep at the time of the shooting
and that he too had been drinking. .t

,
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(Rooms on north wipg sre nusbzred 1-B threugh 6-B, -~
reading from west to esst. Theze dvors having numbers
have numerals only.on thexn, but all of -the tenants . .
understand that the designation’ of "Bﬁ,refers to the

rooms in the north wing.) *  .c.outv, Sia LT =

rer ¥ ey, .« =
5 :
-.‘»’ --.1

Roon 1-B - (located vwﬁt o£ a north-south hallway
. which connzcts to sn enclesed walkway
" connecting the, two:wings of the rxooning
house) Oceupied by Mes. JESSIE L. LEDBETTER,
' n widow Who she understands has residad at
, "+ . this address for moxe 8 to 10 years. Mrs.
: 3 C '-LKDBETTFR is &’ dzat muts,. &A: voan e
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. Room 4—B - Occupied by WJLLIS AWCFUTZ employed at- '
‘ .. Duvall Transfer Compsany. . Mrs. BREWER
. ', later learned that Mr, ANCRUTZ - . "0 .
A reportedly saw the, man running down .the
. © . . ‘’hall Jollowing the' shootlng and had some ~
L conversation with hir, ... A .

2 P
¥

» e x
. f " '_- " [ ; =

Room 5-B - Room nccupled by the man uszng nama*{ﬂ
* JOUN WILLARD and which room had not

P been rented since former tenant ‘

* .. COMMODORE QTEWART, died about March 13 ‘ :

.

1 or 14 19 68. .',",' .-,’.-.‘;-_').‘ A “.J’,'_,,.-
3 o e RIRRT S P

Roon 6—B -~ Occupled by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS .
Coa M, STEPHENS . 4s an unnmployed tuberculosis . ‘
+ patient andg his wlfe is present}y confineqd
. ‘ ‘ to hpr bed TN s
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f [ &;ﬁ”ﬁ* ' Select Committee on Hsgassinations

1 A —— ¥.5. Toouse of Representatives

bj H WASHINGTON, D.C. 20313 ,;'J" -
3 >

; :4 //‘ 7

' August 8, 1978 -

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the
United States

Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Room 2113

Department of Justice

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the investigation of the House
Select Committee on Assassinations into the death of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I have enclosed, pursuant to
the agreement we have with the Department of Justice, those
materials which we may refer to and consequently make public
during our public hearings scheduled for the week of August 14 -
August 19, 1978. We would appreciate it if you would inform
us by this Friday if you have any objection to the release
of any of this information. I assume much of it has been
released under the Freedom of Information Act, but we do

not have a document-by-document list of that information
which has been released.

Thank you for your continuing cooperation.

wﬁi Sincerely, '
N Z\¢ ¢ G. Robert Blakey
\L";;%’,J \.\‘% CRB: - Chief Counsel and Director
by Lt :jwe
AW 4\
Q“:z.{.w
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BH 44-1740 ‘
_ PURCHASE OF 1966 WHITE MUSTANG TWO-DOOR
BY ERIC S. GALT, 2608 HIGHLAND AVENUE,
FROM O¥NER, WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, ON
AUGUST 29 and 30, 1967.
k 4 -
r

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED\\; ) 48

HEREIN IS UNCLASSSEIED Ny
DATESN\\ste B ;
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At 8:30 A.M,, the records of the Jefferson County
Department of Revenue were examined to determine the registered:
owner of an automobile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38993,
These records indicated that this tag was issued on October 2,
1967, to Mr. ERIC S, 'GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birminghanm,
Alabama, for a 1966 Mustang, two-door, eight cylinder, Vehicle
Ideutification No, 67T07C190647. This record also indicated
that this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag no. 1A-88354.

A check of the records concerning this number revealed that
this tnumber was issued for the same automobile to a Mr.
WILLIAM D, PAISLLY, pieinadilNERA Birmioghan, Alabazma,
who bought this car from Maring Crawford Ford Company, Birm:ingham,
on December 15, 1966. This car had originally beea registeres
“by Maring Crawford Ford Comyrany, op.March 11, 1966 as haviuwg
been sold to MELVIN B, HARVEY, 4ESEsSintaaaiioa Birmxnbham
The record shcws the car was tran»ferred from HARVEY'S mame to
,PAISLEY on December 15, 1966, and was then transferred from
PAISLEY to ERIC S, GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
Alabama, on August 30, 1967.

-

On 4/9/68 . ., Birmirngham, Alabama File # __ BH 44-1740

Date dictated 4/11.58

This document contains neither récommendations nor conclusions of tb&ﬂ It is the property of the FBI and is loancd tn
your sgency; it and :ts eontenu are not to be distributed outside your agency

H
]

NW 65394 Docld:32989731 Page 89 -

Date 4/13/68 R




-
¢
s

FD.302 (Rev. 18-85
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . o '

 pate __April 9. 1968

WILLIAM\D.'P ISLEY,

Birmingham, furnished the following.k
/
On August 29, 1967, a man later identified as ERIC
GALT canme to the PAISLEY residence in a taxi cab. This man
apparently was the same man who had called earlier in the
day and talked to PAISLEY's wife about an ad-the PAISLFVE Fad
placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 13566
white Mustang. PAISLEY showed the automobile which ba~ a
*" red ipterior to GALT and offered to let him test-drive tha
rcar. GALT refused to drive the car, saying he did not havs
an Alabama drivers license, but he did have one in Leniziara,
PAISLEY then drove GALT around the area, and during thiw
drive picked up PAISLEY's son DAVID., When they returned Lo
the P©PAISLEY residence, GALT said "I'1ll take it off your
hands.'" GALT said he did not like the off-white colar «#f the
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT then <wup-
.gested that he give PAISLEY some earnest money, and asked §?
PAISLEY would drive GALT to the downtown area of Birminglua.
It was then agreed that they would meet the next day atv
about 10:00 a.m. at the First National Bank to settle thsy
deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his bank acuou?
at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked FATSLLY
.how he wanted payment for the car, and PAISLEY sugyrstied a
cashier's check. GALT said he did not know how to geot a
cashier's check, and PAISLEY said he would show him how the
next day. PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then tack
GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, whore CA)T gt
out of the’'car:

- L+

The next day PAISLEY received a telephcne call {ion~
'GALT, who said he would meet him at the First Natiomal Bapk
to settle the deal. At about 10:15 a.m., they met in froos,
of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt?
pocket and gave it to PAISLEY. PAISLEY suggested they o
inside the bank and count the money, which they did. 2AX3IELY
deposited the money in the bank, and GALT went with PARSLEYY.
son to a parking lot where he took possession of the car.

——rag e
% ’f.‘ )

On __4/9/68 at ___ Birmingham, Alabama ' pile # _ BH 14-1740

SAs NEEnEER ‘
and gl S 65()* 4 4/9/68
by — te dictated

Thu document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t is the property of t.he FBIl and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are pot to be distribited outside your agency.
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BH 44-1740

. " PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he worked on
a barge line between New Orleans and St. Louis, and thai hs
would work 20 days and then be off 10 days. Hc recalled
GALT saying that he was married, and that his wife was, K sow
living "over in Rocky Ridge," referring to an area scuth nf
Homewood, -Alabama.

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, age abwaat
32, five feet, ten and one-half inches tall, 160 to 1635 prunds,
dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dresser, quiet, accert
was not from the Alabama area.

Mr. PAISLEY said he did not believe he could t1dantify

GALT if he ever saw him again.

PAISLEY produced a bill of sale for this transactior
which shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highlard
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-9487, for %1,225
on August 30, .1967.

o
e
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FD-QO.Z (Rev, €4-15+:64)

»
-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

1 . ’ Date . 4/12/68

.
N [N 4
' . . . S P

WILLIAM mm\mrswy JR., CHaialESNGNIIYNY
Birmingham, on April 9, 1968 furnished the following:
\
Sometime in late August, 1967, PAISLEY's father

had run an ad in the Sunday newspaper in an effort to sell
their 1966 white two-door hardtop Mustang with red interior
and whitewall tires, They advertised the car as being for
sale for $1,995., A couple of days later, a man later identi-
fied as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLFY at tre
home of one of his friends. PAISLEY's father was driving thae
car and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove around

" the area for awhile and then returned to the PAJSLEY residewnse,
GALT did not ask any questions, look at the motor or ia tha tr‘ K
of the car. He said, "I'1ll be glad to take this car cff yuus
hands." He then agreed to give PAISLEY's father a down paisi
if Mr. PAISLEY would take GALT back to downtown Birmitghanm.
They then agreed to meet the next morning at the First Natiocal
Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has his office
in that building and PAISLEY at the time was empleyed in ikre
First National Bank,

. Mr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain 2 cashies's
check, PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First Avesnc
North and 20th Street, where he got out of the car. That
evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at the tele
phone number GALT had left with PAISLEY's father, PAISLEY
was unable to 'talk to GALT as he was not at the number calledd
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming house ca ligh-
land Avenue, The next day PAISLEY's father received a telepl« w.
call from GALT who said he was six blocks away frcm the Firss
National Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYS iu froat ..f ..
the First National Bank at about 10:15 A,M. They met.in £y«
of the bank at’ 10:15 A.M., and GALT produced $2,000 in cash,
mostly twenties, with some 100-dollar bills, They steppcd
inside the bank where the money was counted and GALT was
given a bill of sale,

On 4 10/68 atmimingham..Alahama File # BH_44-1740

‘SAs nd .
by’ Date dictated ——4/9.11/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusibs of the g}.. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your *g
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BH 44-1740

PAISLEY then took GALT to the parking lot where the
car was parked and showed him how to drive the car, He then
gave GALT the keys and GALT drove off.

DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he obse“ved this sano
‘car for about six weeks after the sale, parked in froat of
the rooming house in the 2600 block of Highland Avenue, but
that he had not seen this automobile since about the fxrst of
October, 1967, He also recalled that on one of these¢ ocvasiens

he observed a front bumper tag with a drawing of a Confcdarate
flag thereon.

PAISLEY recalled GALT saying that he¢ vorked on a
barge on the Mississippi River '"out of St. Louis" to New
Orleans., He would work a month and then be off for two wecks.
and that this was a lonely life. He also said he bhad sawved
all his money from his job and would pay cash for the car,

PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic about
not test driving the automobile, and said that his louvis:ana
license had expired and he had not obtained an Alabama drive~’<
license yet. He also recalled GALT making a statemcutl thai be¢
did his banking at the Birmingham Trust National Bank, aud
"I ‘have my money there."

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, 5°'8"~8%", agc
tall, 145 pounds, dark brown or black hair with a widow's peak
and cut short. This person was not a smoker, was very ~lean-
cut, very shy and quiet., He claimed he was divorced ar« that
his wife was presently living on Rocky Ridge or 2olly Riige
Road "over the mountain," referring to an area south of
Homewood, Alabama, PAISLEY recalled this person had an ncceat
which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from it
Alabama area, PAISLEY also recalled this person saying he vas
unemployed at that time,

PAISLEY said he could definitely identity
this person if he ever saw him again.

i

bt
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BH 44-1740

b

On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLEY observed an
artist's conception of a person who had purchased a rifle

at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March 29, 1968. PAlS:.

said this artist's conception did not resomblc LRIC GALT,

PAISLEY said his father had told GALI duricg the
transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for the
as the PAISLEYs ‘would cancel their car insurance by calliwng
State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 30, 1968%,

PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions or «ay

anything further about car insurance.

During his contacts with GALT, PAISILY said he
never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did he chse

LAVERRE

5

.'

rve

‘GALT smoke cigarettes. PAISLEY said the ad for the autcmobiie

had been run in the "Birmingham News" on Sunday, August %7/,

only,

PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PAISLLY's
Mustang, saying that this was the .cleanest ono that GA!T h
He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my moncy in the
Trust,"” and did not refer to the bank as the “BTKB,™ whieh
commonly done by natives of Birmingham. In conrection <11
GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living on Rockn
Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the mountatu," PALSE
recalls GALT saying% "Yeah, that's the way it goos."

PAISLEY said the price of $1,995 for thc Mustanp
o was $300 too much, but this price was never questioned hy

Bt e
| P I ,“';v

[

1]

"‘\

GALT and this price did not seem to bother GALT iu aty way,

GALT said he had been saving his money and because he vworked -

a barge he had no place to spend it.

PAISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was dreyns

on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30, 1967
GALT was wearing a sport coat, a dress shirt, with so ie,
open at the neck.

g Prior to GALT's taking possession of .the car own
~ August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's father asked GALT how GALT was
to get his driver's license., GALT replied that he had a
friend '"over at the rooming house," who would take him to
‘place where he could obtain a driver's license and chauge
- registration on the car.
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BH 44-1740

* DAVID EAMISLEY recalled that during the montn to six
woeks after the sale he had observed this car parked oa nurmorcus -
occaslions in front of the rooming house 1n the 2600 block «f
Highland Avenuve. He had nored that this car scemed to be diyiy
from nou~use, rather than from being driven, zad that or the Taxt’
accasion of observing this car which would have been abwul tho
first of October, 1967, the car still had the slick ball
tires that had been on it whun it was sold,

PAISLEY furaished the following dotailed dasvription
of thc sutomobile:

1966 white Mustaug, two-door hardtiop. eight
cylinder, 289, four individuz}l red plastic .
floor mats, push button radic, beater, remate
control outside mirror, day-night 1uside parror,
very clean engine., milcage 20.000 miles, cquijppesd
with Autolite battery, four whitcwall., baid tives,

. The spare was in good shape but had a widoer white.
wall than the tires on the wheels. The seats
were medium red in color and the carpeting was

maroon or dark red. Tho body condition of the .
» car was excellent and the muffler was painted
¢ shiny sxlver.

PAISLLY said that he had forgotten to advise ok .
April 9, 1968, that on April 5, 1968, sometine betlweew 1:00 2 ¢

- and 1:30 P.M,, while driving east on Fifth Avcenue North, iw

front of the U, S. Post @ffice, PAISLLY observed a 1966 wlcea.,
white Mustang hardtop, woich he thought could possibly b fne
saue car hce had sold to GALT, He also. at (L& sawme Ulirnn,
observed the back of x wan getting into this car whoxe build
rescmbled that of GILY, PAISLEY said he could not be defip-..
that this was the suame car and that the individeal was GALY,
as he only had a ficeting glimpse. .

-y i -
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Lo, Vo7 JnniXY ISLTON GARIZR, 107 - M4th Styvoot, NoB.,mer 00

Atlanta, Goorgia, was coatacted at 10:37 PM,, April 14, ;
A0€3, at vhica tiuo ko Furnishsd the following informations

GALITNR nmade avallablo a recoxrd kool mint_:zinéd S
by hin concerning porzons who rent rooms at both 107 and 113 -

A 1l4th Streot, ilZ,, rooninz houscs opsratod by him on a loase © ¢
[ basis, A roviow of this rocord book Xailed to disclose any . .+~

- rogistration in ths nars GALT, It should ba notcd this kook ', *
. contains only a rocord of xcozers for tho peridcd beginning e
‘ Jaanuaxy 1,1833, . , ; . e

s
N M - '&’ .”'”,‘. ]

SO TR AT TR

1 B
Upon boing questionad concorning individuals rxronting '
at theso addronses who nicht havo chocl:cd out prior to tho
conplotion of tho poxiod for whik thoy bnd paid, or 'othsrs who
fox any reoagon might rot ko wocorded in this rocord book,
, GIOIAR naned, amonz othors, an iandividual pamod (FWiesst Inme ¢
, Ununoyny GV, Ona boing ovestionsd conzoxniry GALT , ko said
] . this inudvidual vos Lovst ocoon Ly hin e tho aternoon of .
, LHpx1Y $, 1883, kotwesn tho hours ol 6:00 ond 6:C0 U, I
] cuplainsl} that anothar zcownor, JNID C, SCI8, vho ceeuwics
roon /L 4t 115 - R4th Dlxrool, licae, had boon silting in fxont
ol this Leildins and was axgrceached by GALY, who injuired
conc2rninz tho avaldlndbilizty ol & room, GAWLIIR joinsd thd
. poir and CGALY indicated to GAINLIR ko wos iatorested in oitaining
t  a sinzlo, quiot 1oon. Eaving no such reon availabln, GALIER s
told GLLY he yould put hin dn Roon 3, at 107 - 14Ta Htrect, .
- which roon was o doublo yoom and tiat ko would b2 noved to a
. sinzie rcon QL Soda ag ond h2sin? avallablo, GLAOR said he
notod GAIRY was driving a bizeck car, prok2bly o Ford, koaring
an cut~oZ-5%tate liconzo pinto (stato of yogistration rot c,
xocalled), and ¢hat tho car vias po3sibly & 1952 or 1053 nodol,
¢ 3

‘ GAIT aceoptod this arvarzenent aond paid GAUIDE vhile
" outsids tho Crellinz and ko k2lioves he recelved n 10 il ‘
end a ) bill in naysoant, TED cost of Tho woon was $10,50 -
poxY vooir and a 8,50 Loy dopozit, During tho counvoxsatioa,

‘ GAIR indicatel h2 yias ¢ walder and originally caro Rres Yiho
' Carolinasz,.® I ciplaincd that ho bad a tog for a dilferent .
. -4 gtate on the Foxdt boeouso ba hiad Loon worlidiny in anothiy siate,

- .
3 1 -~ ' * IR} »
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At this point GARNER indicated that possibly the “tag on the !
Ford was a Tennessco taz, but he was not at all certain of
« this, ’ -
‘ s
GARNER desceribed GALTSas being a white male, 32 - 35 4
years of aze, 5' 11", 120 pounds, dark brown or black hair —_
wvorn in a brush cut, 'blue cyes, nadiwa Youtdoor" cemnlexion
and having a southern accent, Iz noted no distingzuishing -
features or characteristics and nad no recollection of an
»ing ox other jewelry., lis ¢ress was casual, specifically
describod s a shirt and slocks,

GALT noved into Inoa i#5 at 107 ~ 14th Sircet, N3, t>
vhexre he renained until Cunday, Spril 7, 1053, Cn this day r
CALT was noved to Ioonw ¥0 at 218 =< 14th Stroat, H,I3, Cn this pom!
occazion, GAUUIR obscrved CLLY nove his nezsensiciis and noted
that he had no lugangze ond all of-his neszessions were cither i’
1oved in & paper bnz or ko,

v Cn Adwil 7, 1S58, HARSLD G, AUDRLEDU, oh cnployes

of the Albert ¥ick llotel, 14th and Spring Slrests, N,
Atlanta, was Lrouzht to thie xyconing house by IL'D C, JLILS, .
. who is 2lso ciploycd by this hotel. GANIDIR nssigped AVDIRSON ™
Roon #2 at 113 -~ l4th Sivect, il.A4,, and noted that the —
individqual ke kelioved To b2 GALT and ANXIRTEI beenno Lrienpdly,

-

Cn Aprid 9, 1963, «t approxinntoly 9:00 P.l,, CALY
. and AIDIRSON cone {o GANIER's room at 107 - l4th Strect, ILB.,
at vhich Tine GLILT advised GALINR that both hz apd MADUISON
viexe checlkiag out, ile said koth uen appeored to have lacn
driniing, Durins the coaversation, CIUD adviged ne had
. recesizd a telepnone call Xceoa a fxrdend in dlichisan and had learned”
* that weldeoxs vere xeceiving' & higner houxly waze there, Pox this
rcason, he had decided to ffo to (Iichigan to ook worl:, AEBURTAN,
wvho vas e notel ciawloyee, indicated he'wos golvw to llichiiean
with GALY and hoped to obtnin ciploymont as o woldert's helpor,
GANITER recnlled he xofuaded approninately L7 Lo LIOURLGH, o o
ad pald two weeks An advance2: on xegistering on Apxril Y, GALY .
did not ack for a xrefund, a)thouzh ho was pnid Tarouzh Apxil X%, ° 1
ut did recoive the rotucen of his $.80 devosit for the lwey, AR,

L
.

SIS

wed
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Thereaiter, GARIER accomnanicd GALT and AIDIERSON to AIDIRSClH!'s
room wherc he secured tho room keys fron both CALT and AIDIRGON,
‘At this tinc he'noted several boor bottles in the room and —
presuncd GALT and AIDIRSON had been drinking togethar, GARNER, fgg
*did not actunlly obscrve the depariure of GALT and AIDERSON, ST
but noted both wvere gone on the norning of A»ril 10, 1668, as b
wvas the previously-éescribed bleck rord auto.
- : —
. _ GLLER made avellable the registration for HARCLY G,
AIDERGOM.  This registration dees not refloct an address Zoxr
ATSRS0, but 1ndicutca that hiz fathey is s
- iReNreNNGy tcicohono nunhor SMNNERM CADIZR cxplaincd’ -
that he aluays atier vto to oaguin the none and address for a e
: next of kin for his rooners, ' :
v loamamnd
GARMER” proviccd the iollowin~ vhysical description N
of nmzow,nﬂw.,.wom J oo a1,y ,
‘ Race ‘ Vhite - .
. Sex : ' Iale .
Aze . 20 . ‘ ‘
lleight ’ 5t ov - . 2
Veight . : 155 ~ 160 pouuﬁs LSV
Hoir , Light brown, parted on side _
COﬂnleﬁzon ilediun :
, Eyeo Unknown ‘
: . Distinguishing ) '
' Characteristics ore noted ' ;
Dress Casual, shixrt and slacks

) ' GATNIZR idontificd other tenants who xosided at
113 ~ l4th Street, N.B,., during the sange pesied that GALY
wvas a rooney there,

K
*

GANNER said ho wos unable to rocnll GALR!s fixst
nﬂm», but ndviscd he had olsoerved nail on the holl todble of
the rooning house at 113 ~ 14th Streﬁt, 3i.B,, woich nail was

'

\
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AT 44-2386
i

-
(I

addressed to'GALT, At this point, GARIER accompanied the
interviewing Agents to 113 - )4th Stroet, N.EZ,, Where it was
.obscrved that there wexe tvo letters and a packaze on the hall
toble addressed to ERXC S, or B, GALT., The poclinge wias
postiaxiked 4/1/863, and the letters were postnarked 4/9 and
4/190 GATIDR advised hig sister, ROSBIE LIS QIRIILR

F,, Atlanta, had visitcd hin on .

eithér rrlda§ 6r Sétﬁrddy nicht, An»ril 12 ox 13, 1963, At
this tine his gister hagd timmcsd throuch the mail on the

table ot Lihc 113 ~ 14th Streot address and waon noticing the
nail addrossed to XRIC GALY, siv commented to CGARIIZR that -
this was the snne nane as the individual vwao, accoxrdinz to
newspanor oublicity, wos o suspect in Uhe purdor of Dr, NANTI
LY ¥IUG, J3, CADULR siated that he did not fool <heore wn
any 1lilelihood that the CGMUT who had stayed at 112 - 14th Sirect,
dB,, wos ideantical with this susnecet, stating nany people
have the sonme ‘nane, X - ‘

GALIER stated that ho had nedithox zoon nox heord of
GALT prior To Mpril &, 10753, and that durin; ClAsiny at
his rooning house o sav nothing to indicate thnt CALY hnd
ey connection with any otasw tenant at this addyoss prior to
‘his arxdvael thore, . GINUSR was asited whoethor ke had fny '
cxplonation for the fast that CALT had 2031 postnaxiied 4/1/68
addressed to hin at 113 - J4th Street, iI,N,, aund according
to CALGIR, GALY did not arxive at this leention until ipril 5,
1063, GALT said he was wnabhle to cxplaln tThis, and had no
idea how this could occur, - .

: H

GANGER was also quostioned concerning the possibility
that GALT ox any othex xooniers had leff nateriad with hin in '
storaze or Tor safelhicening. Jie assured that this was not
so, IHe did report that lheeng #4 and #5 at 113 -~ 14th Stredt,
NE., both of which it was noted wviore fastoned with houns

and padleciic, wWisd sTOrafe xoous, e stated they contalned
only lincns and possibly o foew dtens of no valuz leit keaind
by rooa2rs. '
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With xrezard to Roon #5 at 107 -~ l4th Street,
N,E,, GARIIR said that this roon had not bommceccuvnied by
anyone since CALT was transferred {rem this xcon on April 7, '
1963, Ic noted, however, thnat tho naid, PERRY LTS ZACIRY
or, her helper, identity unimown, would have ciangzed the sheets
in Room i#5 alter CGALT was noved, -

N : Jiith rezgaxrd to loen #5 at 113 - 14th Stxcet, iH.E,,
this rcoon renairped vacant uatil A»ril 13, 1053, wion it wos
1znted to RAVID ORCIITLL, i dyossett, ilewr .
Yorl:, ile Gosceribad OIZDOITELL a5 o vory youns nan wao is also
cnployed ot and who was vrougat to the
xooning nonze by Faih C, 7115, 12 said he dces not bolieve
this xcon vwas nade up'prior to its bkolnz rented to OIDCHITLL,
but advized he had given GU2O.0ULL clean sheetis so that he
could cianze the linens hinsels,

GXLISR said he did not know of any assogiation ot
botween CGALY oand other rocthiors at edther of the reoainz ‘
houses encent the associntion vi th IIAROLD G, AIMIRLAH, as :
previously descriked,

In cxplanation foxr the f£ailure of the name "GALTY
to appear on the rooning house records, GLUITIR salid thot he
can oaly cxnlain this by saying ne recelved payniznt for the
room while aviny fron thz place where he naintains his yocords
and had inadvertently failed to record the nane when he returncd
to his roon,

7he snterview of GARISR concluded at 1:38 A,
Apxil 15, 1968, ‘ :
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. . FEDERAL BURCAU O} INVESTIGATION . ‘
2. . . ‘ ! ’
il : ’ . Dote 4/16/68
4 ' Duripz tho intervicw of JXLTIXE ITLTON GAKIER, he
asked tha question, "low arc you coning on thz Kinz nurdcr?"
lhs was tnon asked L} intoxviowina Av*ont 32 s bad h:ard or .,
read much concexning this and ho tuod ke had road quite
a bit in tho ns :apapnoxs ‘.nd seon & lot on tolevision, ~
GM#ZL’JR theon :md.lcatcd uh‘\t ho knew this was why ye wero
aekin about GALY
; ; i
ks
On—_4/14,15/68__Atlanta, Georpia File#. At1anta 44-2306
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At 2:20 a,n, JIdﬁIE DBB?CJ C&nNBR tclewhonic@lly““f

.contﬁcted the Atlanta CGffice of the Iederal Bureau cof
Investigation at which tine he provided the following
?n;ornatxon: ' '
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GALT during a porzonal intes vien by aseats, he has rech°ckod
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_ his yecords and. nom beliew
v kaow 838 GALT actunlly wg
under 4he pame of HILLIANY
Ca*olipw.
: nunler to which LO2 was
o ¢o "Ko" 133 arrived Apxril 5, 1933,
. ,*ﬂw rnutirﬂ the vo

n oy
Q‘ Indiase

s5331Q his recdrds co ‘not reflect the roon :

-that the indiyidual yhoa he
. ,,i‘-«'.

‘V‘
cﬂ.},

Caﬂtonia, ’,I,b'r bh .
assigned but noled that the records
and raid through Avril 12,
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: 1 Dot April 16, 1958

_ In response to & telephonic request received
, at 9:31 a.a. fron JUGIIE DELTON GARNESR, he was inter-
iivicwed in front of his restaurant located at 1052 -

' Northside Drive, Northuest, Atlanta, Gecorgia.

CGARMER opened the conversation by stating

"Lee is not Galt." He then made available the registration

records for hls roocailng house. It was apalin noted these
. records <o not reflect a resistration in the name of GALT.
At the saaze time, GRARINR produced an envelope bearing
. the priht2d nazez "Dric S. Clt." GARTR s2id this nane
was printed therecon by CGALR wmen GIRIGER requasted his
full nano.  Other handurditien nobtations therecon yere,
accordinz to GARER, prepared by himself.

. GARIIZR stated that subsecouent to a prlor y

intervlien, h2 had vzen scarcalnsg his rocords and nis *

pzmory and had now deterainad that .on flavch 28, 1¢38,
late in ¢he eveninz, an individual knoclisd on his
anartnont door, intreoducsd hlaoseldl as v, GALY, and
requestod a sinzle roon, . -
? ’ .
E2 uas placed in Roo:zl uaber 2, 113 lith Strzet,
llortheast, Atlanta, Gszorzla, on notins that the rooa uas
small, vas offered an adjoining storaze rosa &in wnich

to place his surplus belonzinzs. At this point, CGLLY
reaaried he wonuld be able to utllize a dosi: in the storage
rooa for his televislion set, "

‘GARIER Gid pot sce GALT unload his automnobile
or brinz his pesscesions into the rocu. He next say
. GALD on ifareh 3), 19535, at which tize the rent uas due &nd

GALT mads toz statexzant, "N may as ucll pay you for another

week." Pnis was betueen L:00 and 2:30 p.o.

Oa April 5, 19453, CANNIR cntersd the roon at
approxinately 11:00 a.a. Yo change the lincns. At this
tino, r2 Tound & noboe on the bod widtten on a plece of -

cardborrd, balieved by it Bo b3 @ LoUWTLY Siletoaciing;
. which stated &n effect *Ilve hud to go Lo Zhrainzhaz.
I've dcft oy %V sel hare and wuill try to retura for 1¢ in

Onl /A5/63 o1 Atlohta, Geovela Filez Atlanta BI-2326
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AT LY}-21585
' RLX:bJec .
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' about & Jecx.

printed or

de gdoes

not rccall vhether the note vas

writlen and destroyed 1t by threouing it in
i, the tra;h 1@4 :aistely.

GARGER Geseribved GALT o5 a white male, |

P -

23 to 35

years ol ape, approximately six feot t5ll, slender builsd,

olack hair, worn very short

' 8ide.

with possibly a part’on the

GARNER had previously noted GALY to vé utilizing

a 11“ht colored,
movning of Ap"il 15, 1S53,
Hr;r\O.JD vh' "‘E:‘\J,

&8s this &

pousivly

poseidly 1250 or 1937.

GAIIER estianted his
on both occensions Jiad nob

on (’o :}) \)"C‘Jn.‘.bﬂo Cl‘;JT

whlse "hl.u, angd tile
cacher,

' 11!\' a p

Py
furnished
di cuused ¥

"be :ing cong

the paze 3ALY wiigh the roosun

1iz Incone
by GATLER 0nd thﬂ forcsolny uere thioroughly

Ath hia ¢ ounlda thP'de" Y¢ only to

A\ N n\-{- v

2 che r"",cri,ed hiln ux

*hitu, autcsancbile and on thoe

l»pnon1c~llJ
Roon Lu“vor 1, 107 lhvn 1tvccb, tiortheast
Conovlle vis pa

canuvacied iiv.,

PR 3q 0005 )

O 1 near WATINS, &b wnich tine
e asyked un;:us saneprs 11, iz no recalled the
and WAYIRS 8&‘/""\.& ia 1¢

muake ol car

3G a late model fuste eng,

totel con““ct uwith GaN?
(ccd on2~-halfl ncur.

o stotved
v deedsced An a dory sulv,
oxins

Lﬂrﬂi-“ in the inforantion previourly

and ho

cused”, fn that n* had errencously ussociated

r, WILLIANM IuE, about vhon

h2 hagd fvrnis}*d thoe inforaation. .

Lt

forth his as

referred Vo, furnls nca by Gai
1 Y A

uh’ notation “Could do

This note wos prepzred by GANILR,

nan2, alco
difrc. \.Tat

«
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P bl

GARNER stated ho made this notation duringz his initial’
contact wlth GALT, at which time he asled his ugual

questions of new roomers about their line of work. He
8alid he inadvertently fafled to record the inforiaation

on'the cnvelope in his pormaanent records. GARNER added

that at the time of rentinz tha roos, he received a
$1.00 key deposit from GALY and the key was left with
the note on the bed by GALY,
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' JUTAIE DILTON GARNER was inservicued in the
office of the Pederal Burcau of Investisation, 275 Peach-

tree Street, Northeast, Abtlapta, Gaorzia, after volunbtarily
accompanyinz SAs Mand : I fron his

place of business, 1052 llorthside Drive, lorthwess, - B

Atlanta, CGoorgia., At this time, GARIER stated that he was
aware of the discrepancics in the information furnished by
‘him but insisted it was due solely to the confusion which
existed in his nind in erroneouoly relating the nane

GALT with his roouzr, VILLIAN LEE .

*

He stated he had no reason for tellinz the ,

Agents that he had no itens in his ocssesslion "nich be-~ .
longed to CGALY, wnen, in fact, he uas holding a tolevision
set, other than tae confusicn previously r»ferryd to.
T

f In determining the 1n41vluuals in cach of the
rconing houses cssrated by pia (AOT 1Lth Strect, MNorshuzast,
Atlantd, Gsorzia) o may have becn in a pcsidicn to

observe GALT, he adviscd thai af the tine of.rantinz ©o

GALT, there was no other ccewpant in this bulliding.

He sta%2d he had clesed 133 1lth Strest on .
Febrvary 11, 1008' aftcr che noighovorhood higples atterpted
to talie it ove ~ .

( He adaitled that he had tuo doudble rocas |

. vacant at the time GALT ondplied for a rcoa and that he
had previously rented thede for tho price of a sinzle
rooxn, but CGALR insisted cn 2 sin"lc rcon, oo he declided .
to oren the other rociinz hous "I adalitted it cost
hia nore to do this than he would raceive initially in .
rent, but that he had been planning to open it, as the

" other housc was £illing up.

' . .o " Dote___Afpril 16, 1968 .

: 5;'7 .

“on__11/25/68 ;, Atlanta, Georzia Avlanta L4-2386 .
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) GALT remained the sole occupant of this
bullding until April 1, 1968, at which time FRED C. g
JONES was placed in Room Nuﬂoer ., . L. :

GARINER specifically dernied th2t he had pre-

- viously knoun GALY, that G4LT had been raferred o hia
by anyone, that he had accepted an extra aaount of

"money frona GALT for sny ra2ason,-or that he had any
knoikdze concerning his present whereatouts,

v GARLER stated that he uas torn and ragsed in
s isglwpi, uas a neﬂb,r of the ~20Li*t Church, and

was “pot .a Cormunict.” He denled having any kacwledze
of the John 3irch or otnzr risht wing orgcnizations, ,
stating he had Joined only onc organization vwhich nane
he could not -now recall, but dcocribbd by hia as a-
civic organlization,

Ha relterated that it had always been his
intention to coonerate uith the F3XI and that he had,
in fact, that morning siven the address and tel phone
nuabsr of his restaurant to a rooner, ir, BURGESS, uhere
‘he counld be reoched should GALT return for the tele-
vision sct. He stated he”did thics 80 he could
$amesiatedly notify the F2I of GALR's rcturn,

Bon et e K
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Date _April 5, 1968

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPEN \En,m, V7
Mcophis, Tennessce, telephone advisced that heis a

salespan at tho York Arms Company locatcd at 162 South tiain,
Strecot, Memphis. i 9 e

R s ¢
l £ PR 3 »*

. Mr. CARPENTER recalls that yesterday, April 4 1«68
he was in the above mentioncd store talking to one of*thc Co
othexr salesnen in the store when an individual-‘entered. and
uun*:equontly bought from him & pair of Bushnell binoculars.h
This individual cntered the store at about 4,00 in-the ™ ; ‘«*'

- aficrnoon. Mr. CARMPENTRR cstimates this to be the correct
tinc and, in part, bascs his cstimate on the'fact that':.
thore were pickets parading in front of the store at that
time.  Mr. CARPENTER recalls”that’as this.individual proceeded

‘ further into the store he turned to this ‘individual and asked

e i{ he could be of assistance, -The- individual stated that.he

wished to purchase some binoculars, and Mr, CARPENTER<told: j'

' Binm that he was about out of binoculars and-believed¥the': -nﬁﬁ{*
| only ones he had in stock were a pair sellingi for $200 and " '
another pair sclling for nincty-some dollars. The individual

stated that he belicved these were too-high priced for hinm,

.+ andg taen lr, CARPENTER recalled that there might be a cheaper

‘ zajv of binoculavs in the window and advised the individual

i {hat he would find out.  Mr, CARPENTER thereupon went to

\ tho ailsplay window in the front of tho store and determined.

vhant theve was on display a pair of Bushnell bhinoculars

‘ seillng for $39.85. le brought these binoculars back to

w the custoamer and cxplained that they were a Japanese  import

i of petter quality., 7The individual scemed to indicate that & -

| .he either recognized the name or that he agreed that there |

‘ vere sone good Japanesc imports, The custiomer raised the e

1 binoculars to his cycs and in some manner, not now recalled

1 by Hvr. CARPENTER, indicated that these, binoculars were

acceptable. - .. . N fﬂ«f, ©

]
.i_)
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) . Mr, CARPENTER reccills that, the cugtomer asked if Lo
* instructions were in the box, and Mr] CARPENTER advised him

e ' that there were instructions in the box, but .not much was -, . x.-
| needed to be known to operate the binoculars other than to

hidatalad
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Just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr.
k& CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he
f placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of
i tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total - ‘
¢ of $41.55., He placed the sales slip and the box with the =~
% binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name " -
E of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather
3 or similar type carrying case, The store does not record
% or maintain serial numbers for these binoculars and it is
' not known what, it any, serial number was on this particular
¥ pair of binoculars. Lo
g Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
i Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size, )
% Mr. CﬁRPENTER described ‘the customer as follows:
{ Race: White
Sex: Male
- Age: .26 - 32 years
Height: 5 feet 11 inches
Weight: 160 pounds to 175 pounds
P Hair: Black or'dark brown, neat,
f . combed straight back and not
: parted., It was neither very
: long nor shaggy.
] Eyes: Color not recalled; no glassea
[ Y : wvorn
! Complexion: ’ Ruddy
{ Build: Medium
g Scars and marks: None recalled
i Regional accent: . None noticed
i Dress: , Dark suit, not known whether
N ' or not pants matched coat, but
: . recalls pants did not contrast
\ . with coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
3 to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide
. space at the.collar, neat looking;
. dark tie with light stripe which
L . covered entire tie, which was :
-7 ' . tied in a long slender knot which
T . ' > did not £i1l the space between
T - the collars; tie was noticeably
. , : pulled to one side, not in keeping
. o with generally neat appearance of
" - customer; no jewelry remembered,
. . ; 119
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing
e + regarding the eyes, nose,
* ears or other features
noticeable, Customer's
hands were neat, though
. nothing outstanding was -
e , ) noticed about them,:

»

Mr. CARPENTER recalls that the individual reached
into his right front pants pocket to get the money with which
to pay for the binoculars., The money was not in a billfold
or a money clip, The customer withdrew two $20 bills from
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of
which Mr, CARPENTER believes ware $20 bills, The customer
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into
his other frong pocket with his left hand and secured two
quarters and a’nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the

. payment, After purchasing the binocylars, the customer
‘walked from the store and Mr, CARPENTER told him to "hurry
back'" or some similar parting statement, and the customer's
reply is not recalled, if any was madeé. Mr. CARPENTER does
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the
store. . av At S

% ; K ’ - i
.~ Mr, CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be
able to recognize him,

. The customer, while in the store, did not ask to
see any other merchandise such as rifles or guns or
amnmunition of any kind, and made no inquiry at all concerning
any other merchandise,

? k ' Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered

: the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking

. to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the storé*he believes . -
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr., HUGH “
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewhere in the store. He believes
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in

i the store, but he does not know whether or not any of these

? . individuals took notice of the customer,

WY avns TR ST
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Date ___4/16/68

RALPH M, CARPENIER, an employee of York Arms Company, 162 South
¥ain Street, Menphis., Mr. CARPENTER was informed of the identity
of SAC JENSEN and he has previously besen interviewed by SA. ’
e He was told we had an additional group of photographs we would - . . .
like him to view. He was told that no significance should be =irx-™:
] attached to the sequence or arrangexsnt the photographs might .7 :' .
. be in when he saw thsm. These photograpghs were laid out, one- .
after another, on the second floor away from bystanders and other"‘.
employees in the York Arms Company. o { .
NI S S e
' CARPENTER spent at least twenty minutes reviewing g
carefully each of the photographs. He expressed some hesitation ' .
for a time between a photograph of oneM and the -
photograph of FJIC S, GALT, DNo names and no identifying data ’ E
of any kind were furnished to CARPENIER in connection with his .. .
study of these photographs. He did state in connection with a 4$j v
photograph oﬁaﬂiﬂ‘lgthat he thought this was d "Yocal Memphis boy
whom he might have seen. He turned this photograph over and did °
reject the photograph &s not baing’ identical to the one to whom %
he sold the binoculars. .t

¥ e
§ SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN and SA miilmeeywliSi®lr contacted

o~
gl e

‘ He studied carefully for approximately five minutes S
the photograph of ERIC S, GALT and made comments concerning the .
appearance of GALT, He stated the hair was generally similar S
to the customer but thought it might be just a little bit longer -.

S than when the custoner had been in the store on April 4, He also
said that he recalled the customer he waited on did not have P
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrows in the - .°
photograph of GALT He also stated he had no recollection of . .;.f.
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he had a smile when he waited on ™'
him., CARPENTER also said he had no independent recollection of -

GALT's ears appearing &s they did in the photograph, but he then .-
| . said he did not notice them particularly. He did furnish the - .
g following statement regarding his identification of the photograph
4 ‘of ERIC S, GALT: . .
: .. ; - \ .-
‘ "M ’ : ’ ) 121 ' :h' ;} : li ¢ .:;;- 1 ‘:’& ;o d A
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"On April 16, 1968, I, ‘Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group
of § photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen
and Special Agent AEANSNINNNGLY,
each of these pictures I placed my name on the back of the
picture which I feel most resembled the man who bought a -
set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms,
162 So., Main St,, Memphis, Tbnnessee..
any names or any descriptive data regarding any of the
_photographs shown., I was also told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the :
photographs were shown to me. I did turn one photograph
over as I thought'l recognized this to be a local Memphis .
boy. I did-
I sold the binoculars., - o

"April 16, 1968 . ..
After careful study of J;4;-

I was not furnished o

(|
LN

..
)

ot however recognize him as the persom to whon

E]

B P
E

row
3 3

“w

"In choosing the photograph I was guided by my best recollec~ .

tion. I remember that the-man who bought the binoculars

did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the t\ ,
I did not sell any .

ones in the photograph selected by me.
other binoculars on April 4; 19€8

"My signature attests that I an in agreement with.
the information set forth on page one and page two of this
statement.

, /8/ Ralph M. Carpenter . . .-
/s/ Robert G Jensen o o -,
SAC, FBI, Memphis . .
April 16, 1968 N
Special Agent FBI ~ g T f»”i )
April 16, 1968" g L

= ¥ ~ - Y
* x

vy

~ /8/

. . NS
i
s +

: It should be noted ‘that the name "ERIC S, GALT"™ ..+
was not furnished to CARPENTER, nox.w2s he in a position to . - 1

read the name when he signed the back of the photograph., His

B
[T
f

e
% -t

concluding remarks, which were made at approximately 11:20 a. u.,

4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don't own a suit. 1
, suppose I will have to buy & suit so that I can go to court.”

" ; 122 *
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Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No. 2,°
422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tenncssee. She said she
bad looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police.
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in ‘the photographs
shown her were familiar to her., She further advised that
she did not believe she would r.vcognize the man using the
name JOHN WILLARD if he were.to "walk up and say hello to
me right now." She said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a recsult, does
not think she will be able to identify him.

\TY, s : ”';“ﬂ"“f (’F J

-#}J lsll‘.e‘;r,‘ "

:&\
Lx,Lf‘j ON\Wo_

April 25, 1968

7

53

on __April 24, 1968 Momphis, Tennessee .. , Memphis 44-1987

by A et Date dictated __ 3/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. ‘It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be dmnb\ted outside your sgency.
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Mr . CHARLIE Qurrmyérzpnms Room 6-B, second floor,
422_ S Main Street furnigh the following information to .
Homicide
Department, and SA S SR T

reau, Memphis Police
- / Q\JM £ e w

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age,
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming
house, the address of which is 4223 S. Main Street. This '
rooming house actually covers the second floor of 2 - L
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the '~ "~
north building in the southeast corner of the north building.

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,.

+ he and his wifd)were in their room. His wife, who has
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of
time, was in bed in their combination of living-bedroom.

He was in the kitchen, which is east of the living-bedroom.
He was repairing a radio on a_.table located at the north o
wall of the kitchen. Immediately north - of him is a common KR
bathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west ‘
_ hallway in the north building. . While he was repairing the .
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is A
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point o
within just a few feet of where he was sitting. He has no
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometime
9 between 5:00 and 6:00 PM,

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchén '
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He ’
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least

. 3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the
.man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression
that the bundle was wrapped in something, possibly a newspaper.
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways

e onto the street, although he: could not actually see the man

. going down the gtaixrway.

Ed
v

" On 4/5/68 .., Memphis, Tennessee " pile # _ME 44-1987
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It immediately occurred to Mr. STEPHENS that
this was the same man he had seen earlier in the afternoon,
possibly around mid~afternoon, standing at the door to
room 5-B which is located immediately west of Mr., :
STEPHENS 8§ living-bedroom. He stated that around mid- ‘
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B lotiing into room 5-B,
He saw the man's left side, The man had nothing in his hands
at the time. He assumed this was some new guest looking -
at a roonm,

SRR ETTR PN S TSI et
.
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Mr. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that
he, Mr, STEPHEXS, is a disabléd veteran who has been treated
for tuberculosis, and he spends most of his time in his rooms
! with his wife who is also i1l and who at present is a bed
patient, " .

Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs., BREWER he.
heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen
had rented the room next door. He stated that he recalls
on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room
and also leaving from this room past his (Mr. STEPHENS's)
room and into the common bathroom at the east end of the
hall. He was also very much aware that when the person went
. from room 5-B to the bathroom, that psrson remained in the bath-
room for a considerable period of time, He pointed out that
this is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He
also specifically recalled that only on one occasion did
he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious
as to why this person was spending so much time in the bathroom, -

Sy
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He stated that on the last occasion that someone
went from number 5-B to the bathroom prior to the time he )
heard the shot, he would estimate that that.person remained .
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During e

5+, this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom. . .
He also specifically recalls that during this same period,- "
Mr. WILLIS ANCEWIZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi-~
ately west of 5-B where the nsw tenant apparently was located,
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had knocked on Mr. STEPHENS's door and somewhat anérily AR

. inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long.

it was at the end of this latter period of time . .
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he =
was certain came from the bathroom. He stated that immediately
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across ' - .-
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming. ”
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the
best, he did r)t hear any additional noises coming from the
bathroom. He pointed out. that he would expect to hear a
“scuffle" coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he
cannot recall hearing such a-"scuffle." He stated that he
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down
the hall to see the man fgnning carrying something in his hand,

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the
north building of this rooming house at the time of this
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife,
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUZZ (phonetic), above,in room
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the

" hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LER:"TTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re-

sides in room 1-B toward the front (west) of the north wing
or north building, and (S5) the unknown man who had occupied
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously statel

} Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHULY made some remark
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the .

unknown man apparently made some kind of reply.

24 -
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear .
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footstepn)between 5-B and the
bathroom, he at no time hesard any conversation in 5-B,
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more
than one person in room 5~-B. He pointed out that whereas
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr,
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs.
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the
Same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he
. would describe this person as follows:

Name: Unknown . . -
 F Race: White
Sex: Male
Age: "in his 30's."
Height: 5' 10-11", -
Weight: 165 pounds .
Build: Average
Posture: Man stood erectly
Hair: Described as sandy, also

25
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- described as '"dark blond"
o having the appearance of
unwashed sand.

Further described ldrline
as receding on left side

(and presumably on both sides)
making it appear he would have

"peaks' on either side but
with full thick hair toward
the front center of his head
between the peaks. Hair
combed straight back. Norma
or average haircut.

1
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Dress: Bare headed, wearing dark

. . suit’
General Appearance: Clean shaven, neat appearing
. ' individual.
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1 S o Date ____4/7/68 ¢

SRR

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% South Main y
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, C,
1968, he was with his wife at the above address. He stated
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date.,be began wotkzng
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair.
He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the
table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next =
apartment to him, Apartment 5B, leave his room several times
and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew .
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that
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afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B .
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom,
the bathroom door would open and then close, .

: Mr. STEPHENS said that durxng these various trips that
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At 3about 6:00 p.m.,:
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom.: Upon hearing
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS ran from the kitchen where he was repairing
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door ‘
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of aboiit three
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw
) the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying
' to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE,
- ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment
s and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out
: of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his
o kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of
" polzcemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the
: vicinity of the hotel. o -
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Mr, STEPHENS stated that the man who was in

Apartment 5B had checked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on coA
April 4, 1968, He stated he was sure of this because he’ had
heard the landlady showing him the apartment at, that' timo, He
stated he glanced out of his door and got & fairly godd look at
‘'the man who ho describsd as being & white male; 5' 10-11"; ' - .°

~ Weighing 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion, sandy
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to"
be a dark blue or black suit, white shirt %pd dark tie.

Mr, STEPHENS stated that the men who he saw running
out ot the bathroom closely resembled tho man who had checked
into Apartment 5B. Fe said he could only see the man who ran

frem the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair ~,;t='.

coloring ‘and clothes were the: saxe as the 1ndiv1dua1 1n
Apartment SB. -

¥r, STEPHENS describedathe individual he saw. running

out of the bathroom as Iol}ows, L . o
' 4 ..Racg’’ y .. .Vhite T AR BT
. Sex. <t . :Male S e
¥ .. . ‘Beight ' i ot 5'10-11" y . . "
Weight - = . 165 K ey e m®
. Build : Lt ‘v . Slenderxr B A ¢::
) Complexion, o Ruddy Tt
R . ' Hailr ) L . Sandy, slightly-on dark side
. , CIothing . Wearing dark suit P

U Mre, STKPHENS added that he had never net the man who
chacked 4nto Apartnent 5B, talked to hin, or knew his name, ‘
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< ="' Mrg, PEGGY BURNS, daisiiilsteftaene telephone’ number
i, T advised she is employed as a saleslady at the: ’ ;
iver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrg, BURNS stated that'
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit,” which was in'a ‘
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968, She stated that this shaving kit contained °
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company,
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches -

by six inches. .

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor, She said she pointed out where the
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it’
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the white man™
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was
paying for the item. .

‘Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from’ the
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store hefore.
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description
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; for him:

g " Race:. , White

: Age: ' . 45 ’

3 Height:~ . s'n

) Weight: * - . 165 pounds :

: Hair: Black - could not recall how
{ o he combed it or anything further
; . ) about his hair

£, Eyes:’ . Color unknown

3
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Mrs., BESSIE RUT! BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming
house located at 4223 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, .
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarjprs, Memphis,, ) ,
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished | e
the following information: . . o ‘

Between 3:00 P,M, and 3:30 P,M, on April 4, 1968,
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the .
rooming house and asked Mrs., BREWER if she had a room. She . .
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see =~ "
it. Mrs., BREWER showed him Room No. 8, which is located in
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this.
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs, BREWER
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were

. located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the

northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same
hallway as Room S-B, She and this individual then returned
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week,
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WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would’
be for one week, and Mrs. BREWER replied $8.50, WILLARD.then
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to
her, She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar
bill and two one dollar bills. When WILLARD arrived at the
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence,
'1line of business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not
required to sign any type of register, and the only written
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the
$8,.50, which was made out'in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER.
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Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD by
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to Room 5-B or if he left the building at any time after
renting Room 5-B, Mrs, BREWER did not again observe WILLARD
after he rented the room.

Mrs. BREWER's husband returned home from work at

5:25 P,M, on April 4, 1968, and at that tiik Mr. and Mrs,
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr., BREWER
then turned on the television set and was watching the
"Rawhide" television program, and Mrs. BREWER did the
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes,
Mrs. BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhide'" television
program, Within a matter of a couple of minutes, Mrs., BREWER
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back
of her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this must
have been around 6:00 P,M, on April 4, 1968, She advised
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon

‘ arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to
close the door and return to their apartment., Mrs, BREWER
did not hear any noise such as someone running _through her
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel.

- Mrs. BREWER examined cash that she had on hand
and determined that she had three $20.00 bills in her -
possession. She was unable to specifically pinpoint which
$20.00 bill was furnished to her by WILLARD for payment of
his room rent, Mrs. BREWER made available the following
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes:

(1) Series 1963-A, Serial No. F14002844A
(2) Series 1963-A, Serial No. H16164663A

(3) Series 1963, Serial No, F06445143A
Mrs. BREWER furnished the following description

T A NG e R

of WILLARD: . S
: ] Race: White
: ‘Sex: ) Male
. Age: Approximately 35 years
- .10
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£ Hoight: 511" to 6!

3 Welight: 180 pounds

£ , Build: Medium (carried weight well)
;. ' ‘ Appearance: Real neat looking, clean - °

shaven,

Mrs. BREVWER stated that WILLARD appeared to have a
smile or a sneer on his face during their entire conversation',
did not appsar as theugh\he was the outdoors type; was St
wearing a dark syport jackeét or short Jacket, as he did not

» “
' 1]

i- : have to pull the jacket back when he reached his right hand’ *'-

-

watches; paid no

a haircut, nor

other roomers at

photograph or if

NWV 65984 Docld:32989731 Page 124

into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or

attention:to his shoez, pants, shirt,

TorY whether he had on a tie, but was quite positive that he "
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing

8 he wearing a mustache or any long sideburns~

paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking /
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face,
-including nose, mouth, ears, chin, or eyebrows,

»
s

Mrs., BREWER claims that she did not particularly
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or :
sneer that he had on his face., -

Mrs, BREWER did recall that when she pointed out
+the bathroom facilities to WILLARD, she told him that everyone
; " in the area of his room was usually quiet but that the guy next
'Y to him usually drinks a little bit. Mrs, BREWER claimed that °

h WILLARD then stated, "I take a beer once.in awhile myself."
Mrs, BREWER claimed that she told him that was all right as
long as he stayed in his room and kept quiet.

Mrs. BRE¥ER was unable to state whether any of the

her rooming house had an opportunity to

either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, nor was she
able to furnish any additicnal information concerning
WILLARD's activities during the brief psriocd that he resided

..+ . at her rooming house, She claims that she does not believe

™+ ¢ that she would recognize ‘this individual again froma = '+ 1'+°

she had an opportunity to see him in person,

but qualified this by stating that she probably would be *
, able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on
! his face if she were able to observe that in the future., |

11
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any
information concerning his personal background or volunteer
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis,
She claimed that WILLARD'sS speech was "just like the rest
of us around here," and that his vocabulary and accent were
not out of place in her rooning. house, Mrs, BREWER recalled
that when WILLARD first looked in Room 8,'he remarked that
he only wanted a sleeping room as he would not be in the
room in the daytime, just at night. '
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Mrs, FRANK (BESSIE) BREWER, Room 2, 42234 South Main .
Street, »emphis, Tennessee, who manages the rooming house at
this address and who has been interviewed previously by Agents -
of the FBI, telephonically contacted the FBI Office on April 10,

1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an FBI Agent.

\(Mrs .BREWER was contacted by SA M ~,,ﬂ,m“
SR LY Eomicide Bureau, Memphis i
Department, at which time she advised that she was beginning to
receive mail from individuals unknown to her. She displayed an -

bearing the return address, Mrs ,/ZUCCO, 518 Ferry Avenue,
Niagara Falls, New York, in whith was located a one-page hand-
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity
identifying Mrs..-PREWER as operating a "flop house," the writer
of the letter referring to the fact that Mrs. BREWER should
"buy some paint" and ending by stating, “I'1ll bet you even have
cockroaches!" -

A second envelope was postmarked April ‘7, 1968, at
Des Moines, Iowa, which contained a2 printed religious tract
and'neither the envelope nor the tract identified the sender,
¥

On the occasion:of this contact with Mrs. BREWER,
she furnished the following information:

She stated she wianted to point out that she
has previously forgotten to advise officers of the L
Police Department and FBI Agents that at the time she :
ranted Room 5-B to & stranger using the name of JOHN ‘
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small, cheap
chest of drawers, blond in color, in front of the east
window on the south wall of Room 5-B, whereas after the
shooting of Dr. KING and when she next saw Room 5-B,
that chest of drawers was sitting against the west wall
of that room and there was a chair sitting in front of

ewvelope postmarked April 7, 1968, 4t Niagara Falls, New York, =~ .

On

« o+

13 “

.t _ Memphis, Tennessee -pile # _Memphis 44-1987
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that window. She stated she was pointing this out since
this would indicate that the occupant of the room
definitely handled this chest of drawers,

Mrs, BREWER stated that since interviewed
previously, she had been trying to think of anything,
else which might assist in idéntifyirg the guest who
used the name of JOHN WILLARD, She stated as she has
discussed the matter with her husband a:Xd thought more
about it, the one thing which impressed her most about
the appearance of this individual was the fact that when
she first cracked open the door to her room after this
man knocked, she observed that he was standing at the
door with an unusual smile on his face., She went on to
state that she would describe the smile as a '"sneer" or
a "smirk," She stated that she cannot be more specific
other than to state that she was impressed by this
expression on this nman's face, as though he were trying
to smile for no reason. She stated that she did not
interpret the smile as an effort to be flirtatious.

She also stated that her initial impression
of this man was that he did not "fit in'" with other
tenants in this rooming hocuse, She pointed out that this
rocoming house is located in a poorer section of town
where most of the tenants are olde¢r people or others
with limited income, a number of whom are alcoholics,
and this man was clean and neatly dressed, giving the
impression that he could obtain lodging in nicer
surroundings.

Mrs. BREWER at this time attempted to recall
the words used by this person, As she recalls, when she .
went to the door and cracked open the door, leaving the
chain fastened, the man's first words were, "Do you have
a room for rent?" She answered in the affirmative and
asked him whether he wanted a room by the week or by the.
month, He replied, ss nearly as she can recall, by '~ -
stating simply, "By the week," At this point she :
unfastened the chain which secured the.partially opened
door and walked directly to Room 8 located in the south

RS wing of this rooming house. She stated that the man

followed her to the rocom and looked inside the room but
never actually entered the room, at which time his words,

14
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as nearly as she can recall, were, “Well, I don't need the
stove and refrigerator since I won't be doing any cooking.
I was thinking more of a sleeping room," )

TR PP T e s T R L v e T T ]
-
1Y

£ ’ At this point Mrs. BREKER explained that the o

only vacant "sleeping room" (or room with no stove and CT /

refrigerator) which she had in either wing of the ' : -

é rooming house was Room 5-B in the north wing. She : :
therefore immedlately walked from Room 8 in the south

wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the

south wing to the north wing.of the rcoming house, , .

and thereafter to Room 5-B. Again she walked in front

of the man, As soon as she openad the door to Room 5-B,

the man immediately stated that he would take that room,

She then walkes to her room in the south wing of the

building, followed by the unknown man, who paid her

1 $8.50, as outlined previously by her, for the rent of

1 . Room 5-B for one week in advance.

Mrs. BREWER stated "that most of the rooms in
this rooming house can be secured only with the use of a
padlock, and after showing this individual Room 5-B, she
removed the padlock from the door and tocok the padlock
with her to her room., She stated it is necessary that
tenants put up a deposit if they secure the padlock, but
this tenant did not inquire as to how he could lock the
EN door and did not request the padlock and a key. She also
added that she did not explain to him the method of
locking the door or that it was necessary that he put up
a deposit in order to obtain the padlock,

i ‘ She stated at this point that she had been
somewhat unnerved when she first locked at this man, at
which time he had the unusual smile on his face, or
appeared to be “sneerirg" at her, and thereafter she made
‘a point of having as little to do with him as possible,
always. walking in front of him and avoiding all
unnecessary cenversation or dealings with hinm,

FRWE
»

Mrs. BREWER was asked whether she now feels
that she could identify this man if she sees him again,
She stated that ske thought she might be able to identify
this man if she sees him again. She stated the man used
no slang or unusual expressions and she could not associate
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no
particular accent, ~
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She also stated that she is positive she has
neveyr seen this man before., She pointed out that she has
only been’'handling the rxental of the rooms at this
rooming house since March 12, 1968, however, and she
would have no way of knowing whether he stayed at this
rooming house prior to that time.

She stated that at the time she became the
landlady at this rooming house, Room 38 was cccupied
by an elderly man by the name of COMNODORE STEWART,

This man was ill as of March 12, 1968, and she believed
that it was on March 12, 1968, that he was taken to a
Memphis hospital, A c¢ouple of days later, probably on
either March 13 or 14, 1968, this man died. The room
had not been rented from that time until the time the
stranger using the name of JOHN WILLARD rented this roon,

She. understands that a number of different
persons have acted in thke capacity of rental agent for
this rooming house in recent months, including Mr. :
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel
located nearby, Mr., MADDOX never having lived in this
rooming house, however, and apparently having acted as
rental agent for only a short period of time., Another
individual who handled the rental of rooms_in this R
rooming house was H, R. THOYPSON, i DR

who never lived in the rooming house,
One other rental agent at this rooming house prior to
the time Mrs. BREWER assumed these duties was W, V.
SAMMONS, who she understands is now at the Madison Hotel
in Memphis. She is sure that Mr, SAMMONS was the rental
agent in January 1968, based on copies of receipts in
her receipt book, She recalled that Mr,. SAMMONS stabbed .
his wife while he was rental agent at .this rooming house
and the nmatter received puylicity.

Mrs. BREWER advised that most of the occupants
of rooms in this rooming house ‘are more or less permanent
tenants, although she does occasionally rent a vacant
room to transients for only one night.-,‘ ‘

Mrs. BREWER advised that there are 10 separate
apartments or rocms in the south wing of this ‘rooming
house and six separate aspartments or rooms in the north
wing. The six rooms in the north wing are referred to as
1-B, 2-B, etc., whereas the rooms in the gcuth wing have

16
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no letter of the alphabet folloewing the room number,
She furnished the following information concerning the
status of these rocms as of April 4, 1968, when the man
using the name JOHN WILLARD checked into Room 5-B:

SOUTH WING:

gl

(Rooms are numbered in a counter-clockwise order, .
starting with Room No, 1 in the southwegt corner of
this wing of the rooming house,) -

Room 1 - Vacant

Room 2 - Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. BREWER and

referred to as the "offices/™ ,7,,//w/

Room 3 - gccupied by Mr. 'BERTIE L REEVES, an Cb Cf”'

elderly man who is retiﬁed and who appears’
to be reasonably responsible. She stated ,/ 7‘/
that Mr. REEVES came out of his room about L.~
the same time as Mr. and Mrs. BREWER after’

.- all heard what they believed to be a shot

' about 6:00 p.m., April 4, 196§}s :
N Iil‘:y

pril 4, 1 6=, WaS kn@wn by Mrs. BREWER
to have been drunk for two days. Mrs. )
BREWER stated she knew that VANCE was in
his room as of 6:00 p.m,, April 4, 1968,
but she also knew that he had been on a
two~-day drunk and that he did not come

out of his room,

r’« LA | [T
Iy ;___,‘_, nJ «r/‘) =}

¥
A e ws p"f", EI¥Y
R '//

Room § - Occupied by T. L. MESSER,’ 2 man 75 to 80#~’—__,,~w,,ﬂ~
. years of age, wh9 has been ill recently, :

whose hearing is very defective, amd who *

was in his room as of the time of the - y -
shooting. Mrs, BREWER added, however, T
that due to Mr., MESSER's age and his o
physical and mental condition, Mr., MESSER
still does not understand what actually .
occurred and continues to ask what all the
excitenent was about when pelice officers

and FBI Agents questioned occupants of the

L building.

17
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Room 6

Room 8

Room 10

NORTH WING:

- Vacant. Man by the name of SAMUEYK WILSON,
who she understands had been a ténant for .
several months, vacated this room on e
April 3, 1968.

- Occupied by PRANK ManQRLEY, an elderly

’ w T Rl who was
also,-°unk and in his roqp as of the time
of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY
did not come ocut of his room around the
time of the shootingﬁ

Ed

- Vacant. (This is the room which Mrs.
BREWER first showed ‘to the man using the’

name JG,KN WIIMRDO) ./' v L 5.y

ey AR P LW AR LIS & B R e T4

- Occupied by EAROHp'j
years of age, . )

of the shooting.

- Occupied by LEOVARD,EATON, age 60 to 65,
who she understands to be a long-time
resident at this rooming.house, who reportedly
formerly worked on a river boat. She stated
it -is her impression that he was in his
room asleep at the time of the shooting
and that he teco had been drinking.

. *

]

AR Jire

ERNEPE-Y

(Rooms on north wing are numbered 1-B through 6-B,

reading from west to east. Those doors having numbers "

have numerals only on them, but all of the-tenants ,~

understand that the designation of "B" refers to the
rooms in the north wing.) st

Room 1-B - (located west of a north-south hallway e

-
~ @

~

which connects to an enclosed walkway w”
connecting the two wings of the r oming’
-house) COccupied by Mrs, JESSIE L LEDBETTER,
a widow who she understands has fesided at
this address for some 8 to 10 years, Mrs,
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Room 2-B «
Room 3-B -~
Room 4-B -

Room 5-B =

Room.G-B -

v
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Vacant.

Yacant,

Occupied by WILLLS ANCHUTZ, employed at
Duvall Transfer Coapany. Mrs. BREWER
later learned.that Mr, ANCHUTZ
reportedly saw the man running down the
hall following the shooglng and had some
conversation with him,

s
i » EI 4 «t

Room occupied by the man using name
JOHN WILLARD and which room had not
been rented since former tenant,
COMMODORE STEWART, died about March
or 14, 1968, ZL"“
Occupied by Mr., and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed” tuberculosis
patient and his wife is presently confined

to her bed. / (4 (s o
- ~ o -
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1 * FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

i [
Date ___4/11/68 * b

. At approximately 10:30 a,m, DONALD F, WCOD
was -contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport
Highway, Birmingham, and advised that he is the son of
ROBERT E, WOOD, SR.,, who is the owner of the Acrcmarine
Supply Company, WOOD was discreetly:questioned con-

cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30,06 rifle, . , ?““*
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased -
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966, DONALD F, WC(D , T
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of the —

assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day «u
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle,

as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapon, to .
an individual about a week before the murder, WOOD

immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in higs 1

records and indicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968, he- o
had sold this gun to an individual using the name HARVLEY 53
LOWMEYER, : W e
PE——
| After obtaining both copies of this sales ,

invoice, Mr, WOOD was requested "to accompany the inter.

viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the ¥BI, whr.:h

he agreed to do, Mr, WOOD was transported to the Birzing-

ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following ’
signed statement: ( -

"Birmingham, Alabama s
April 5, 1968 R —

+

. "I, DONALD F, WOOD, hereby make . . ,
this statement to Special Agent:m e ’
who has identified himself to me as a Special

| Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation., I
L reside at , Birmingham, Alabama and
|

subscribe to telephone number I an
employed by my father, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR, at the
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway,
Birmingham, Ala,, as a salesman,

AL T T TR

Boolhd 15 UstbhlBigdiid ™\
5 DATI NSNS BYNqtpeancelS-
On 4/5/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File ¢ __BH 44-1740 "

U L
‘e

3 . = “w'
byM : ' Date dictated 4/11/68 C

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus'i.ens of the FB1. It is the property of the FBI] and is loaned to
your agency: it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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' "On friday,,March 29, 1968, sometime a—

in the early afternoon I had just rcturned fron : :

lunch when I observed ¥r, U, L, BPAKER, alsc a
salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an
individval unknown to me, Mr, BAKER had just .
sold this man a' Remington, Model 700, Caliber Q
«243 Winchester with a 2x-.7x Redficld Scope
mounted thereon, Mr. BAKER had made this salo
and had also mounted and bore sighted the scops
on our machine, This individual also bought ore
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunition, He
paved cash for this sale, When I first obscrved .
this man he was dressed in a dark business suii ‘

"with a white shirt and tie, as wcll as I remember, |
He was approximately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pounds
and had dark hair, He had a medium complexicn and
appeared to be a meek individual, This indlviduaj
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER ond stated
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street,
Birmingham, Alabama, He also advised that he was
36 years of age, - "

-

xpr s s, w—
.
;'\ £
L]

. . - .
. ]"h:

‘ "This information was not given to me
personally by this individual, but I determinnd iz
from the bill of sale that was prepared by

Mr, BAKER, . ,

“Following the sale this individual left A~
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box —
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company, ’-
This box was used because with the scope mounteg
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington L., »
He also took the empty Remington manufacturer's :?
carton with him when.he left, '

"It was, as best I recall, either later
that afternoon or early the following Saturday
morning when this individual called on the tcle.
phone and stated that he had had a conversation
with his brother and decided that the gun he hae
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he reiuesied
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, Yodel
760, 30,06 caliber, I advised him that ve eould
oL make this exchange but that it would cost bin a=

. additional $5,00, L b

g s

i
4
i

L

]

(\ K .
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday,
March 30, this same individual returned to the
store with the gun he had previously .purchased,
When he returned the gun he had the gun still ie
the Browning box., I told him that I would change
the scope from the caliber ,243 rifle to the
Model 760, but that it would take me until approvi-
mately 3: 00 o'clock in the afternoon and X *
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to byring
the original Remington box for the caliber ,243
weapon with him when he came as I would need a bow te
store the gun in, I gave him the Model 760 gun ang
"I believe that I left it in the Browning carton,
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging tte
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings instead
of the Redfield base and rings and this made up the
cost difference, I also exchanged thc box of .243
caliber ammunition for a box of 30,06 ammunition
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain,
20 rounds per box, He left the store carrylng tbo gum
in the cardboard box.

"During the course of our dealzngs on
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't want
the caliber .243 gun and I told him that it was =
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alabamz, He¢
stated in an offhand manner that he wanted the 30,06
caliber gun because he was going to use it to huvnt an
Wisconsin. .

"At the present time this is all that ¥ azn
remember concerning the transaction with this ingivi-
dual,

[
I

"4/5/68

"I bave read this signed statement ani
accept where I have initiated one correction. X
" find it to consist of this and two other'pages and
it is true and correct.

"/s/ DONALD F, WOOD

"/s/ W Special Agent,

FBI, 4/5/68.

"/s/ m Special Agent,
J A FBI, Birminfbam, 4/5/68,"

™ j}?
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PARTS & SUPPLIES
10 7/ \-)‘E'
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

j=

Date __April 8, 1968

DONALD F. WOOD, residence M Birminghanm,

the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Azrport
Highway, was asked if he could identify a customer who purchased
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. ¥OOD,
after checking his invoices, noted that there was ‘'such a qala
made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to "Cask.”
WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a’” regular customer
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, tes inches,

- 170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN, WOOD
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man

' about - two and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his records

P and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO,

Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Stardard
eight Pistol on Decembar 11, 1965.

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD -made available the
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchazed a

rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on
March 29, 1968:

. One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243,
bolt-action rifle, Serial No, 3700Z5,
Stock No. 946A.

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,.
Varmint ,243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009,
) Stock No. 753A.

| One Remington Model 788, caliber .30-30, bolt-
| action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A.

| :
| Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above
| weapons. "’ ’

i 2

| -

On 4/7/68 at ___Birmingham, Alabama File # __BH 44-174C
SAs Ake ME 44-1987
ne S — 4/8/68

by “ Date dictated -

This document contains neither recommendations nor concTui_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
youwr agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yoit,‘?ency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

= .

. Date . _April 14, 1968 :‘_2_:;}
Immediately fo!low}ng the receipt of a package at
approximately 12:30 a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three
weapons from Special Agent Special Agent
Whand—carried them aboard & Delta Airlines T
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta, e
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BOVEBRA}:E ¥
of the FBI Identification Division at. approximately 8:00 a.n, it
on April 8, 1968. .
. . These items, from the time they were delivered to SA
* fdid not leave his possession until delivered to Mr. )
BONLBRAKE, . )
. i
¥
“ "
"_. {
&
[
R Birmingham, Alabama - . : ~;
On 4/8/68 at ¥ashington, D. C_.‘z File # BH 44-174C g
ébyM : Date dictated ——3/1/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor ¢ clua:oen e FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is losned to

Nmm%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁﬂ"b"ﬁe‘ﬁﬁ be distributed outside agency
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

’ Date __4/11/68

A

At approximately 1:00 p.m, on April 5, 1968,

Mr, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR,, and DONALD F, WOOD accompanied
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Company,
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, where DONALD F, WOOD

| made available a Remington Model 700, caliber ,243, rifle,

! which was believed by them to have been handled by the

} unknown individual who had purchased the Remington XModel

| 760 rifle on March 30, 1968, DONALD F, WOOD also furnished
nine boxes of caliber ,243 ammunition from their inventory

stating that one box of this ammunition was believed to
have been handled by the individual who purchased the gurn,

- DONALD F, WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and

rings which had been the original bases and rings furnished
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope, - N

Mr, WOOD ‘wasy furnished a signed receipt for
the above itens, e

Immediately following the receipt of these 1items, |
SA . hand carried them aboard a United Alr.
‘ lines flight, changing to a Delta flight in Atlanta, Ceor¢ia,
| and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAYE nf
\ . the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 p.m,
j same date, These items, from the time they were delivexed
} to SA * did not leave his possession until delivered
to Mr, BONEBRAKE,

o, 4/5/68 ° _  Birmingham, Alabama . BH 44-1740

File # '
sas REMINGIRDMENN -.1d _-' | .
o N Date dictated 3/ 11/68

Ihis document contains neither recommendations nor ¢o; jons of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
owr agency; it and its contents are not to be distribute ide ygfency.
ok -t — .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . . S

ow

1 . Date

-
P ddedd
—

——

e f at

U, mm advised he is an
employee of " the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport Highway, .
Birmingham. In connection with the sale of a gun case for a
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making such a
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the :
customer. He said he could not state that this gun case was
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and scope sight,
which was March 29, 1968, He said the man who bought the oo
"case was a frequent customer, and described him as a white male
27 - 28 years old, 5'9", 180 1lbs., heavyset, with blond,
thinning hair. BAKER identified the other salesman, who woutld
have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968, as the managet
of the store, J, HOYT STEPHENS, '

In connection with the accent or speech of the’'persow
who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he bulieved
it was from “this" (Alabama) general area, BAKER said that
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29,
1968, and came back later in the afternoon and picked up the
rifle, He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed ir.
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not sure,

-

’
¢

T

4/8/68 T

wy

-w.,
S BT
“hat

v T -

Pile 4 _BH 44-1740 . - ¥

F

v —Date dictated 4/8/68

This document contains neitber recommendstions nor conclusipfu of the ..Zt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency.
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f Mo REVOLVER FOUND IN POSSESSION OF
"JAMES FARL RAY WHEN ARRESTED
“,JUNE 8, 1968, IN LONDON, ENGLAND

u oy

]
1

ooy

¥|‘x

1.

L

f
-

1
] o

",'c Fmy

When JAMES EARL RAY was apprehended by members

of New’ Scotland Yard on June 8, 1968, in London, England
he had in his possession a ,38 caliber “Liberty Chief",

revolver manufactured by Miroku Firearnms' Manufacturing,

Company, 2 Japanese concern,,
numbex 715, . =~ ’u ,‘4~ Fn " say

, - s u, Y

-d" 'n
.
*»
\
.

This revolver has serial

- .
% ' -

»
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'a»
-

H

i .oE

manufacturer, and the tollowing letter was torthcoming

from that agency:s . b
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The National Police Agency of Japan was requested
" to determine to whom this revolver was shipped by the
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LLE P A AL, T 4 Raded
g‘gé.&-;;\‘;.ﬂ '+ . Used Guns, 118 Edwards Drive, Mableton, Georgia, on .
U L
5;: 5., October 3, 1966, under Invoice No. 13909,.
P, ol b M - ‘e - i e . P .
.’,g‘%;g’**’:.i'-"f &—*::*’*”"15“_‘..:—‘:';.*.e»-’ : A oo T oo FEA
$30ms Sn o T On June 11, 1968, Mr, ROBERT 2
e . . -
YRS %  Street, Mableton, Georgia, advised SA W e
?é; that the Liberty Chief revolver having serial num o
ok had been sold by .him on. “
Fod WALTER E, SPAIN,
P .
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" NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY: | . . INTERPOTL
| - o v, TP NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREAU
Y 2:Chome, Rasumipgascki . ot w ’ '.‘\ . . ‘;‘ :
Chiyoda ku.  Tokyo e e Telegrapfiic Address:
’ Japan awt o mwden U WINTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO
n3-Ney/ < 7,9/68" et et

TOXYO, June 10, 1908,

i

ik Attachc
American Ewbassy
Tokyo

Re: Information about a pistol
n"Liberty-Chicf" No, 715

Dear Sir;

In reply to your tclephone request made this morning
concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

1, Destination of this wecapon!s shipment:
This pistol in question was shipped from the manufacturing
,company given below on August 3, 1966, and was clcared by our .
Custens! inspcction on_August 19, 1966 and was loaded oa the
NHAVANA-MARUM at WSUMA-PORTH in Byozo Prefecture for shipmeat to: ' .
Name of a company ¢ LISERTY ARMS CORPORATION. )
Address: ¥.0, BOX, 306, MONTRCSE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A, .

Itaas for your refercence:

The nane of this weaponl!s manufacturing company is MRABUSHIRY
© KAISHA, MIROXU SEISARUsHO® (tranmslated in English @ MIRCKU
MANUFACTURING CONVANY L3D.). .

Address: 180, 1NWI-CLO, KUCEI-CITY, KCOCHI PRESECTULRY, 'JAPAN,
Name of the President: IO Chiyoki. :

2,

Trusting the above information is of some assictance
to you. . :

Yours sincerely, ,

for lilkAD, NCi3, JAPAN: ' ’ - .

0 P %

o » Crimisal Rescilen'y ovatistics Seetien
Crininal Investigation Burcau
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* ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. ' : Date ___June. 20, 1968

. WALTER E, SPAIN,EE
Birmingham, Alabama, furnished the foliowing:

Sonetine in December, 1966, SPAIN went to Atlanta,

* |, ' Georgia, with his father, WALTER LEON SPAIN, so his father

:+ " rcould attempt to obtain employment.
o WALTER E., SPAIN saw an advertisement in a newspaper for a

P .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, which was being

¥While in Atlanta,

.., sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta,
SPAIN, accompanied by
his father, went to this gun dealer and bought the gun and
SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama.

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his
father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father.
SPAIN was later told by his father that he had sold the

o gun after placing a want ad for it in a Birmingham newspaper.
A ' SPAIN was not present when his father sold the gun and

e therefore did not see the purchaser, ) .7

. - 2, . )
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" on__6/11/68

BH 44-1740

ot__Birmingham, Alabama Fileg#_ ME 44-1987

e . SA

:
b

8

a L

Ped $) '
.. Dote dictoted 6/14/68

T “"INs document contoing neither recommaendotions nor conclusions of the FEL It Is the property~of the F81 ond Us looned Yo your ogency;
1 ond its conten)s ere not 1o be distribuled outside your sgency. .
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o * ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION S

Date June 20, 1968
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WALTER LEON SPAX Birminghan,

| fsy " Alabama, furnished the followihé. - -

N '3

14 . In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN'sS son, WALTER E, SPAIN“//
- gave Mr. SPAIN a .38 caliber beeryy snub-nose revolver,

jj Q:J' which his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from
4 P a gun dealer near Atlanta, Georgia. His son owed Mr., SPAIN
: - sone money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt.

Y

* In the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized
in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and
'~ . . being in need of money to pay bills, Mr. SPAIN sold many
t. personal items by mezns of placing want ads for these itens
in tke "Birmingham News." Among the items sold was the .38
* caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver. Mr. SPAIN reczlled he
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same .
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the gun,
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence.
The caller said he was in the western section of Birminghanm,
i Atout an hour after this call, and while SPAIN's wife and
daughter were at church, 2 man came to the front door and
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun,
stated he had been looking for a gun of the same type, and
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did not
give the man a receipt for the money, nor did he record his
nane or see any identification of the man, and he did not
obtain any information as to his rame. The man left carryiag
the gun in his hand, SPAIN furnished neither ammunition por
any papers for the gun.

-

i When the man first arrived, SPAIN observed he had
S N parked his' car, described by SPAIN only as a late model,

a white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's
house, a distance of about 150 feet. SPAIN did not pay

any further attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the ' |
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birminghanm,

-——— e - .
e * Cutal S #7ges G g R r s
——— T

' BH 44-1740 .
" on__6/11/68 ., Birmingham, Alabama Fillo#.  ME 44-1987
1=~ . SA and "i,q T
© -SA .52 ‘ ,
Dote dlctoted 6/14/68

-
»

5 " This document contolng neither rocommendotions nor condvsloas o( the FbLn i the propery d the F8l ond Is loonod 1o your ogeacy:
Rond its contents ore notlo be amtbmd oviside yovr ogency. -
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The tuyer said he wanted the ‘gun to keep around his house,
Mr, 3PAIN described the buyer as a whito male, about forty
to forty~-five years, of age, 5'8" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175
pounds, dark hzir slightly graying at the templeo, with a
. local (Alabama) accent, The man was wearing a sport shirt
: and slacks, colors unrecalled, and he did not have glasses,

Mr. SPAIN was shown five different photographs
L. of JAMES EARL RAY, and he chose one which had been taken in
o California during January or February, 1968, as '"resembling
R the man" who bought the revolver; however, Mr. SPAIN would
not nmake a definite identification of the photograph of RAY
as the buyer,

Mr. SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time,
he advised Agents the drawing reminded him of someone he nay
have Seen previously, but was unable to furnish any other
8 identifying information, After viewing the photographs of
JAYLS EARL RAY and being questioned about the sale of the
revolver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale

-

in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had
sold the revolver.

(99 |
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of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted -
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at "The Birmingham News."
determined ‘that only one want a

was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1“
1968, issue, . ..

) ’
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FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVESTIGATION
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June 20, 1968 .

P

Date

All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham News'''for
the months of Septenmber and Oct:i;;§/1967 were reviewed

From this review, it was

or a ,38 caliber revolver

‘i

T-

BH 44-1740
on__6/11/68 ., Birmingham, Alabama Filet_ ME 44-1987
SA and - _ '

SA : Dote dictoted 6/14/68
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V. IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIQEL

N MDA’}.!E \RORe B

T e
.

- -
* & = H g . b S
-

1 MW 65994 ‘Docld:32989731 Page 154




‘he

FLSE oy gl G ag o

ry

L s

TGN L)

™=

P —

Ll

oo SRR

O ™
o

i
&

45-1987

e

The

Jollo'lng is subject’s

1868, under FBI # 405 942 G:

CONTIOTLMON OF NAUE AND  ARRESIER
VINGERPRINTS  NUMBEE OR

S NS GnA

e 3 Y

e

WRECEXNER |

CHARGE

b

& ldentification record
as furnished by the FR] ldentitlc&tion Uivision on April 23

é

DISPOSITION

MW 659594 Docld:32985731 Page 155

CArmy James Easl 2731045
Ray
LY #16 163 129
Yhertiff's James Earl 10/11,4% suspicion
3rfice los Ray #B-119908 . of burglary
Angeles, .
Calif. .
P e tos James Earl 10/11/42 suspicion 8 months County
Ange les Ray #139648 . 458 pPennl Jail) suspended;
Calay (burglary) 2 years proba-
: tion served:
first 90 days
. County Jail:
- 146 12/30/49
(s124438
, S ledar Jawes L. Rav 4718/328t vagrancy
Fapids, lowa #5937
I Alton, Jamen Earl TAL/™ no oyera- released to pay
ilt. Ray #7514 toy's lic- latex
ense - no
City License o
P Chicago James Ray 5/6/52 robbery  Grand Jury
1 #D20696 (Gun) £3000
. Ceok County  James Ray 5/9/52 robbery 6/13/52 sen-
Jail Cuicago #£131165 tenced to peni-
-131 ‘ tentiary 1 to 2
years
Suxte Peni~ James E. Ray £13/57 robbary 1 to 2 years
N tentiary, #32419
. Joliet, J11.
91 )
‘_’:’:‘:"ﬁ: . ety ,"“a ':“T':’:‘v‘ e ‘5&.‘.%' : ‘,"-." . :_;’_:.;:,;:J *;@-g—,qg‘,&;.‘._
. oYL e, pnEE




e a1

VAPKOTD- § E BT S IR -

™t "E%'iﬂ

R B T 70

e Lo ¢

i

K 44-1987

i
ot P&y A +
" 5 ¥ a

. *
'

§ NV 63984-Docld 3298973 Page 186 =

CONTR IMMOR OF NAME AND ARRESTED CHARGE DISPOSITfON
FINGERPRINTS ~ NEWBER . OR R
RECEJVED 3
State Peni-  James E.'Ray 7/7/52 robbery 1 to 2 yqaré‘
tentiary ®19121 1952 in o 3/12/54
Pontiac, J11. transfer discharged
from Joliet . t
§0 ¥dwards- James farl  8/30/54 burglary
vilte, X11, Ray #2640 & lqrceny e
Wi fiannibal James E. Ray 3/23/55 investigation
Hissourd #40714 ' of breaking & L
entering Post
) Office :
Trate High-  James Farl 3/23/55 cashing . released to
sy Patrol Ray #B-~3576 stolen pos- Postal Inspec-
Wacon, Mo. tal money tor Kansas City:
orders Mo., 3/24/55
USY Kansas James Earl 3/28/55 forgery sentenced to 15
City, Mo. Fay #12018 U.S. Postal wmonths custody
Money Order Attorney General
£0 Kansas James Earl 3:28/55 forgery - 3/7/55, 3 years
1ty Mo. Ray #29637 Government and 9 months
U. S, Peni- James Earl 7/7/55 Post Office 3 years and 9
tontiary Ray #72498-1, Lavgs Forge months-5/20/58,
leaven~orth, Money conditional re-
Kan Orders lease 3/31/59,

' . rmaximum 4/5/58,
conditional re-
lease on charge
of Post Office
forgery Post

‘ Office Money
Orders
ph St. James ' Farl 10/10/59 suspicion
rauis . Mo. Ray #81071 of robbery
92 o .
Nv TN e T T e A - ~ w
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ME 44-1987 - B S e R
g . CONTRIJSITOR OF NAME AND  ARRESTED  CHARGE DISPOSITION =
;?a "7 FINGEKPRINTS NUMBER OoR : e 7
I . RECEIVED ' .
v D St, louis Jawes Earl 10/16/59 suspicion L
; Yo, Ray #81071 ' of robbery !
Lo ' . k stealing & .. .- L
i R ' ' : o fugitive ' Co w0
L TR : S ' ‘ A othar P N
| I ‘ ‘ authorities »
i . - ! P o '
o “ . Y ! A ]
[ State Peni~  Jamus Enrl /17/60  "1C" 20 years (20,
S tentiary Ray #00416 . operating 7, 5, con--
g2 Jetterson . < motor vehi-  current) -
' %gf' City, Mo. cle without
n ' peruission
A ! . +  of o¥ner *
- . 3 robbery first
IO , "b/m DDW" ‘
i ‘ (2 charges)
- ,
¥ * . ' .
1 Y
- a5 ¥ A s R . T :
i R 1
93 .
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NE 449-1987
.; | ~.ii‘
% k PR The to‘lowi"g i= a de@cription of the subject, ,
E , etiained from sources sct out clsewhere in this report: .
Name: JAMES EARL RAY, aka L
) Sex e Male e
ol Race: " White
- Date of Birth: March 10, 1928
yas Place of %irih' Alton, Illinois
’ _ " Helght: 5'10" : :
D i - Weight: g 163 - 174 pounds »
Hair: Brown ’ .
Eyes: Blue : .
. . Social Security No,: 334-22-6876
.l L " Army Serial Nunber: 16 163 129
FBI Number: 405 942 G '
;
3
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S he fol lowing FEI record, NUMBER

STELERAL BURSAY OF |\,\"‘$"’C‘me‘\l

‘m\ BIIGTON, B.C. 2000 N

[

405 642 G

WithH AGENCY CONTRISUTING THO..: FINGERPRINTS.

o I8 furnished FOR O‘rXCIAL USE ONLY.
!Informction shown on this ldenlification Record tcpres-\n!s date furnishied.FBI by fingerprint conkribulors. WHIZE
7 FINAL DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWI{ OR FURTHER EXPLANAYION OF CHARGE zs DESIRED, coz.w.umcns

PR w»;n:, uwvv *v:“";.""""\“(.& ‘y,

’?— &/
7-20-68 560 o’

Nototions indicated by * are NOT b°’°v~! on ﬂngerprmts in FB! ﬁles but cro listed only as investigative leads os
sing possioly :denhccl with subject of tinis record. .

\ : —
‘ N e NAME AND jpymaR ARRESTED O CHARGE - pisosmon
Arny ’ James Eary Ray . [February .o
N #16 163 1lu9 . 119, 1946 ' =z
Sheriff's Office - [James Ear) Ray Octoherx SUSpicion.Of‘ | .
Los Angcles, ’ #8-119908 ! 11, 1949 | burglary
Califoraia - ‘ e U
-“ * 7 * L p -
Police Departnment [James Eara Ray October ¥ suspicion . 8'ﬁonths Cour
1os apgeles, #139648 - 11, 1949 | 459 Penal Code ‘| Jail suspends
Califoraia: _ o (burglary) 2 years.
. ‘ ﬁ - . probation
. vy . ho . L served; ‘firsi
’ . ‘ 90 days Coun]
o = . | Jail; 146
. ' . Ao, Deceonber. 30,
i \; 1949 Cs12944
Jhnrz*f's Oifice” [James E, hay‘ April 18,| vagrancy -. AR
2wdar Rapids, Iowa #9937 .+ |1950 :
«:1ice’ Department James Ear} Ray July 23, | no operator's released to ]
.xton, Illinois v7514 1951 license - no later
' ; State License -
o no City License
niice Departﬁent Janes Ray May'e, robbery (Gun) Cran4 Jury
';ica,o, Illinois #D90696 1952 @ o §3000 .-
ok County Jail James Ray May 9,\// robbery June 13, 1995
‘bzcavo, Illinois [#131165 1952 : sentenced to
) . . . _ penjtentiary
-3 , el A:t0:2 years
’;I . . - KR » - : . . B
itate Penitentiary |[James E, Ray June 13,. | robbery 1 t0'2 year;
. liet, Illinois n32419 - l1952 , .
"Qtuﬁ?eniteniiary James E, Ray July 7, - robbef} . fl . 1. to-2 year
. ntiac, Illinois #19121 1952 o March 12, 1
.ot - L . in ‘ . discharged
DL . transfer ” .
, from . S
. ' Joliet “L,L I}::“‘“"'\"*‘i SRV A TN
] Jod izl 1o LallaSslgdiD =
PIAVRD SQ@&EQ&. —B% N\

WV 65954 chld.32§83731 Page 159
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« . John Edgor Hoover

Director
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The fo! fowing F&I record, NUMBER

TTowa ke » o s..} V wr R TR EOTE Y TR
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.
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aos37

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Informction shown on this Identificotion Rezord represents data furnished F2) by fingerprint contributors, WHERS

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOVN-OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUN;CAT'
wiid AGE\CY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS,

7-26-68_560

CONTR!‘\UTOR OF

NAME AND NUM3IER

ARRZISTED O

y

Sneriff's Office'

United States
Penitentiary
eavenworth,

Police Department
5aint Louis,
lisscuri

Janes Earl Ray
#29637

James Earl Ray
#7249§7L '

James Earl Ray
#81071

1955

July 7,
1955

- &,

Cctober
10, 1959

FINGERPRINTS _RECEIVED 3‘,“05 . 'msros‘mo;;
Sherif}'$ Office James Earl Ray August’ ‘burglary and “ B
Euwnrdqvxlle, w2640 o 30, 1954 | larceny- "

%31nozs o . oL . 4 -

Police Department Janes E, Bay o 'dqrch 2o, investigation
Hannibal, - 740714 - + 1855 of. breaking and
Missouri entering Post R

" -~ " Office [ . [
State Highway James “Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen feleascd fo
Patrol : #B=-3376 ° 1905 postal money ostal Inspec:
Yacon, Missouri orders Kansas City,
- : - {issouri

. . ‘ llarch 24, 195:
United States . James Earl Ray - [March 28, forgexry United sentenced toﬂ
Marshal . 712018 1955 States Postal. L5 months
»aﬁsaa City, . -Money Order custody of
Missouri Attorney Gene:

'“arch 28“Forgcry -

Government

Post Office

Laws .
Forgeé .
Orders,

Money

suspicion of'n
robbery -

telease ¥arch

. Bpril 5, 1958

. P£fice }Money

July 7, 1955
3 years ana <
ponths

3 years and 9
months May 20,
958 condltxo'

8959 maxinun

ponditional -
release on cha
bf Post Office
forgery Post

Drders .

Notations indicoted by * are NOT based on fmgerpnn!s in FBI files but are listed only as mveshgohve lecds os
bemg possibly identical with’ subgect of this record. :
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The following FBl record, NUMBER 405 042 G ", Is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE OXNLY.

- Information shown on this Identificotion Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. VWHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS- NOT SHOWIM OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNCATI

WITH AGENCY CONITRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS,

CONTRIZUTOR OF . . ARRZSTED O —y
FINGERPRINTS NAJE AND NUMSER . RECUIVED . CHARGE . DISPOSITION

Saint Louis, #81071 ' . . }16, 1959 jrobbery -
Missouri . : . . [stealing and
B " : fugitive other
. ‘ _ authorlties *
tate Penitentiar& Janes Earl Ray |(i#arch 17, "7C" 20 years (2(
Jefferson City, #00416 . 1860 v |operating motor {7, 5,
stsourx ' 3 o vechicle without concurrent)
o . . _ ‘ - |pernission’ of April 23, 19
P . L . |owner lescaped
’ , robbery first . .
- L . . {"b/n DDW" - ce
v ‘ : (2 charges) :
State Hospital® James Earl Ray ScptémberiPatient .
Nunber 1 . | #37045 C~5 . 8,,1965 " | : _
Fulton, Missouri | ' ‘ -

SO Memphis Tenn\/’ Janes Earl Ray [7-19-68 mﬁr&éh 1st deg
: o |##39728 o *

LS
o. @ -
-

t
L4 -

being possibly ldenhcol with subject of fhls record.
John Edgor Hoover

) 3 h K h Director
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... The following F8) record, NUMBER
Information shown on this Identificction Record represents data furnished Fil by fingerprint contributors. Y/
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLAN/_#;T!ON OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNI

405 942 G

. WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

+ is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE O

A CONTRIBUTOR OF
* FINGERPRINTS

NAMZ AND NUMBER
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RECEIVED

*

CHARGE

s

+ DISPOSION'
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WANTZED: James ﬁ
(oper ¥/V w/o p
b/m ‘of a D & D7)
. Warden SPen Jef:
5~-10-67 s

NO LOMNGER WAMNTEI

Jarl Ray 7
rr(n of own
will
terson Cg_:'j:

) per inf-

vy Mo inf rec

oxr escape 4-23-67
er; robb 1lst deg
tradite) Notify
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rec. “7-19-68 * 1
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= Notations indicated by * ore NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads

i : being possibly identical with subject of this record. . ° ) ‘
’ ' C e . ’ D e .. » John Edgor Hoover
- - W - ' . - . Director
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 +% . The foliowing FBI record, NUMBER . ¢ is furnishad FOR OFFICIAL USE O
f K Information shown on this ldentificotion Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. Vi
¢ FINAL DiSPOSITION 1S NOT SHOV/N OR FURTRER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNI(
i WITH AGEhCY CONIRISUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . ]
i pown ;
. CONTRIUTCR OF ARRESTED OR " | - .
P FINGERPRINTS . NAME AND NUMaZR RECEIVED ‘ CHARGE - DISPOSMON
! ! ' ’ ) ) “ - I‘ ’ M
", CC: Varden VU e N X ) )
Cor SPen ' B ‘ . : B ’
y+ . Jéfferson City Mo : ‘ - Y -
} . * R . L . st - ” . . ' "
i N A P - L7 ) :
IR kI TN S : . s ‘ ) . ,
1 -t ' . ’ T, . , , . ' . )
i ' ’ . '
1 . * -
[ b » e ’ - ¥ ;:: o -” - :
L :'.A. s M . K’. . ) R » St . - .. . -' ) - . i
® A . r T -t .- . . f
‘. N P -‘ 5 * 5 . 7 P s % +
. . s . -, , » ..;',‘ < . . . -
¥ e ose @ by S ! * N + 1 * - . & '
P L ‘s : . * ., . . .
| ‘ir;:‘ . 4-’-‘. e ':. .' :' - » . . :“ . . \ N
h ' ": :.2‘ i ’ t‘. b : ‘:- - : x T * ‘ : ' ' ] .n‘ *
.: » :";' , i‘ " * A 3 ) x . . . . b . ‘\ : . . -' . » . :
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! \ . i - ' ' H
{ ‘ 1. , ‘ . . .
i+ Nototions indicated by * cre NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only os investigative Iecdr
HE bemg possibly identical with subject of this record. e John Edecr H
: . ' PR ohn Edgor Hoover
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The following FB! record, NUMBER .~:368 725 A . "™~ "l . ", is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. - -
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE .-
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

.’.“
L)

¢ w

-

RN S NAME AND Mueer | ARESTED OF . cnamee ¢ ' DISPOSTION
-, State Police : Jack»Larry.g Decembef second degree -
- Ligonier Rayns « . 130, 1949] burglary "
Indiana © | #2-16412 N ' ‘ .
State Reformatory] John L. Rayns January | second degree |2-5 years
Pendleton #35297 . v| 24, 1950], burglary
Indiana . . . .
Police,Deparfkent Johnny Larry Decenber| -sleeper ' released .
Holtville Ray 3, 1952 .
California #1341 ’ - * ’
Police Department Johnny Ray - April 7,] larceny of | continued to
Quincy Iilinois : 18:3 automobile Circuit Court
_ . . i ' . $1,009 bond ]
= , : . . ’ June 1, 1$53 1 year tc
A S . . ' 20 years finirmunm 5 years
* ' . . to 10 yeadys Illinois
' ¢ " Penitentipry, Menard ,
* . Branch .
State John Ryaé June 2, laxrceny 5-10 years " ]
fenitentiary #23401 19853 nmotor vehicle discharged ;
. j tenard ¥llinois * February 1, )
: . s , 1960 ]
State Highway John Larry Ray | November| investigation |released
Patrol #C~10670 . 18, 1961 | of burglary Novewber 9,
-} Kirkwood _ and larceny 1961
Y \issourd ’ :
@"ﬁolice Departnent] John Larry Ray | March 9, investigition released
‘] #ighland #415 ) 1962 . ;
-1331linois . .
- jrolice Department John Larry Ray November| common assault | ° | -
t4Saint louis #112763-7 . 25, 1967] "Mult" City . .
dissouri .
. & v
{;L INFORMATION -CONTJAINED |
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIEJED
IRTEQNNo By Mw\,

Nototions indicated by * ore NOT bosed on fingerprints in FBI files but ore listed on!y as mveshgohve leods as
beina possibly identicol with subject of this record. ‘ . s
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© The following FBl tecord 'NUMBER” '353”“725 A e “%7°7, s fuinished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
i Information shown on this Identificotion Record represents dctc furmshed F8l by fingerprint contributors, WHERE "
: EINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN ‘OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUN!CATE
’ WITH AGENCY CONIRIBUTING THOSE HNGERPRINTS : -
; SN o *NAME AND NUMMER **::g;f&g’*  CHARGE ‘DISPOSTION -
H ", ) N - * - s . i
; N ‘ ¢' “+ I A '- . - *
I ~ . ) ¥ . . = g' R ‘
1 £ Memphis Tenn John Larry Ray |8-2-68 |inquiry SCSO - :
' £$30794 SR y - .
S -
ITER John Larry Ray | 10-27-2|bank robbery 18 yrs U.S.
i3s Tanig o £333 27583 : . District Crt
{i..7 =t ret) o ;
*
e} Jerry w:.ll:.an 10-26-70 .susp bank rob
St Charles Mo Ryan L T . x R
USE John Larry Ray' | 6-3-71 Bank Robbery 18 years
i Leavenworth Kans | #86798-132 .
" .LUSP Xarion IL JohhLarry Ray 7-11-73 fbank robd 18 yrs
: 8€763-132 ‘ .
> '
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CONTHIMTOROF & NAME AND NUMBLR A e . CILARSE DISPOSITION
¥ Quineyr 1IN E":rry_ i Bren . | 3-22-32 dnvest L oind °
- i 'i}:—-— "' . . - N e
kel Sheridan 123, Yerry Villian Ryan | 9-20-51 Tiot . 2 vwhor 45 12 =z
: :fl 4 : ! 2.36.53 (fech eor]
, " . » 4 * A s Cf 53:-" . ® - a
2 Mepard IIX Jeiry Ryen 2-26-5% | lere - 1. é.‘-;‘.'g s .
-7 23737, " ) " 12.12-55 pardly
S Rt v ) | disch £-6-8%
.2 Pontiac X211 Jerry Ryan 1. 8-54% |lare ~|2-5 yrs .
F2022% rans fr . . . .
L menard . T
¥ Menard 11l Jerry Ryan l12-30-58 1 ° 2-5 yr
: - #237T37 =~ - . T ’ T .
s Hwy Pat jacon |Jerry 'Jillian 2-24-58 Arxed Robb (zs¥zond 49°5 yrz
o . © . |Rven 73-4829 - - . .| Gegr “o S2 7-19-5C
. . Cireuit Crt .-.c;ggce_;’;_agrf can
» Jefferson Ci“y Jerry ‘\u'illiam 7-21-56 | armed robb, brif’5 L2 yrs
- . Ryan .. . Jail ar &~1i-53
e oot #71354 o . <
-~ ienard Il Jeryy Ryan 8-1-~-58 '—’Y::( “ay g
: I 4 [V Jarcenv " =T e o
' - 23737 . ASS ST+ ] . .
. —— K 1 -
» Highland X1l efYy Will¥am Rayl 3-9-62 linv & operating | $100 F {5 C
, 416 on 1 st lic piit r_i
» St neuls Mo berxy william iRay‘ 8~20--63} 7O PL - xel ’
492720 - s
wp Memzhis Toan | Jervy.tilllio:a 7-9-68 | LIt ign 7-9-6¢
, - Ray {#105533 . o
LY Menphis Penn  Jerry Willlon -""—68 fanvivy ’ -
Ray 397562 ' _
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3-14-69

Dear Senator Eastlanci;

I read in the local newspaper where your committee is considering

* Investagating the Dr, King case. I would like to inform you and the
committeé that I would cooperate in any such hearing, However, at
the time I am going to attempt to get the guilty plea set aside, I know
that the odds against having this done are greatly against me, But}
think due to the unusual circumstances in the guilty plea it mite be
possible. I personaly did not shoot Dr. King but I believe I am partly
responsible for his death. I will briefly attempt to explain why I ;
entered the guilty plea. At the time Mr. Pery Foreman aggred to
take over the defense from Mr, Arthur Hanés we had a verbal
agreement that their would be no guilty plea, as I wanted to try the
case in court. Xhad every reason to believe during the first two
months Mr. Foreman was on the case their would be a trial, during
that period Mr. Foreman had me sign 2 new contract with him and -
Mr. Huie giving Mr, Foreman all the money from any of Mr. Huje's
money making ventures. (I had sign another contract with Mr. Huie
and Mr, Hanes) Shortly after this Mr, Foreman came to visit me
and he had a picture for me to look at. This picture was about

.8x 10 in. Mr, Foreman said Mr. Huie had given him the picture

and that Mr. Huie had got the picture from someone in the federal~  *
government. The picture contain 2 or 3 men followed by two or S
policemen. Mr. Foreman described on of the men in the picture -
as an 'anfi cornmunist’ cuban rejugee who was arrested at the time
= president Kenné . e arrest took place in as I was
told™ I was asked il X would identify the man if he was brought to _
!.. Memphis., T said no, althoe he did look similar to the personIwas .."--
- Involved with. After I wouldn't identify this man, about all I was told
was that I would go to the electric chair i I went to trial. I was even
‘told my family wanted me to plead guilty, but I found out this was not
so. But I did not plead guilty for the above reasons. I did so because
I did not want to go to trial with a lawyer who thought he was going to
Jose. I believe if you think you will lose you proably will, On the day
before I plead guilty X signed another contract with Mr. Foreman. In
this one I agreed to give him $165, 000, he agreed to give my brother
.$500.00 in the event I wanted to hire another lawyer to reopen the
case. Mr. Foreman wrote into the contract that if I embarres him

(disagreed) in the court room he 'could withdraw, the old confract
-would go into effect and I would be without funds to hire another

Ne78

CERY P T ]

“

IR
\ -

i - -
- ) - N ::‘:t;h s - »-.‘*' -:--'.) . T " i L -
s v 2 g _..,‘3:\%\‘?.\0« ! M&W\,\k e e
- T T LT e ) M- ; . T
v s sl SEASSAER A s 7 et 2R

- lpewy - —--4-::,:_..}‘1\ b 2 o T

__NW 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 163

Coamma e o o - g

2® T Sp e wb RS < e by - etz e

2 gy -




< - . s
attorney. Getting back to Mr, Huie for a minute, while Mr. Hanes
was my attorney Mr. Huie asked me through him about public figures
and various organizations. I got the impression that he thought their
was a conspiracy but he wanted to name the conspirators, AndI
sometime’ felt"that my atforneys were working for him instead of

- for me. In closing I would like to say if I can't get the case reopen,
their should be an invegestion, as X have signed over $200, 000 to
attorneys and not 1/20 of the witnesses have been interview. No one
went to Los Angeles or New Orleans where I think much of the
evidence lies. Mr, Foreman.said in open court that he didn't

trust investigators, and the one Mr. Hanes hired never left Memphis.
I would also like to say that despite what the papers and book writer's
quote me as saying, I have no intention of discussing this case with
anyone 'verbaly' until it is closed. If I have anything to say I will

say it in courf or to lawyers, or in letter form like this letter.

-

Sincerely, James E. Ray.
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- . 3-14.60

Dearx Sanctos Bactlond; ..

I rcad in e local newononer whore your committes 1o considaring
vesioaniing the Dr. King case. ™ I weuld ke to inform you &nd the
- eonnaicies Bt I would cosporats fn any cush heoring. Bowever, at
tho fhne 3 am eoing to ailomu to get the gilly pisa g2t ngido, 1lnow
st thid 0735 ooahnt daving 15 Cono ave grondy against me, I
Ehinde diuz to Gz winusual circwncizances kn the guilty plen it milebo
roosilo, Irnawconaly cid not choot Br. King kut Tbeiizve Iam prarily
responzisio dox his Usath.  Iwill bricily atizinst to enzinin why 1 .
nterad the cullty ploa. Ab tho time Rir, Pory Foreman agrred o

l itake over the Cslcnse from Mr. Avihus Boands we had a vercal  »
agreomant that ticir would b2 no guilly rlea, as I waaled to try the
casa §n courts I hzd every rozcon to Laliove curing the first two === -
monthg Mr. Foreman was ona th2 case thaiz would be a trinl, during

e

- , that period Mr. Foreman had me 6ign 2 naw coatract viith him ond-
Mr. Euie givinz Lir. Foreman all {2 money irom any of idr. hule's
. PAS NZ

monay malzing vensures. (I had sion anothor contract wita Mr, Hule
and Mr. Hanes) Shoxily after this fh. Forcxan cama to visli me
and he hod a plcture for me to leck at.  Thie picture was about
. 8 % 10 in., AZr. Foreman goid Lir. Hui2 had givon hin the pictire
. and that AMr, Huie had got the picture from someone in the fedoral”
. povermmont. The piciure coaizin 2 or 3 men followed by two or &
policemen. Mr. Foreman dzserlbed on_of the men in the pleturs
. asan 'ant] communist' cubaa refuge2 who was arvesied at the time
*  presidant Kennedy was shot. "The arrest tcok place in Dalias Twas
told" I was asked if I wvould identify the man {i ke was brougit to
Memphis, I sald ro, althoe he did look similar to the person I vias
fuvolved with, Afier I wouica't identily this man, cbout all Iwas (aid
’ " was that I world g0 to the elecirle chaix if I went to teixl. Iwas even

VR e s,

{

‘ , told :my family wasted me to plead geilty, but I found out this was rot

{ go. But I didnot glead guilly for the atove rcasons. 1¢id £o boeause

7 I did not vrant to go to trfal with a lawyor who thought he was guing to.

g - lose. Ikaiiave i you thin't you will Ioce you prenbly will, Ca tha Cay

¢ tafore I nicad quilty I siemad another contract with Xir. Poreman., In

! this o2 I agrecd to give him $i05, CCO, he agrecd to give my.brother .

{ $530.60 in ti:2 cvent I vianted to bive ancther laviyer to roopen the ]
cas2s Mr, Foroman virole into ihe coniract that if I embarres Lim -

- (Giszgroed) in the court room ke conld withdraw, the old coiiract -
would g0 ixto cifcet and I would b2 without finds to hire another .

-
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SIS, S, ST
aitorney. CGoiting back (o My, tfaie for aatnuls, whild Mr, Hanes .
. w187 Sitornoy Mr. Huie agied ne throush him about pullic figures
- . L0 Vil inus Lopatindiiunge & 5t e Luieccnuiua Bt e Wvspul b
o 23 a congairacy but ho wantsd to name the sonspirators. Andl
| gomelirie £:1%inalray ofiornoys wore workinz forhffa fnsiszdof.
for mo. i clozing I would I¥so to ooy #{ I ean'i get tho-case raopen,
thelr showd b oa Iaverostion, asIhave sipmedover $209,050t0 - - -
attornars end not 1/207¢ tie wilnscses hove baea interview. Noone
wount to Los Angaiod or Mow Crloans where T think much of (ho
T - wevigangolizc, BIr. Peremen sadd inopon count thathe ¢idn't
trust Invasiiontons, and 2 on2 Lir., Xones hived never 1cit niomnhis,
- ¥ would #lzo like to eny that Cespite wiat the papars anpd book wriicr's'
- quote m2 as saying, Lhave no intcatlon of discussing ihis case with
T anyon2 'verhaly' vntil it is ciogad. I I have onyining to g2y I will /

v lemss

by

"

y  -gay it in courfor to lawyers, or in leiier form liko this letter. . ..
s : . -7 -
4 Sincerely, James E. Ray. " - . S
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"+ %~ Your File No. . - 44-1987 April 24, 1968 i,
“+- ¥BIFile No.,  44-38861 o coey
Lahent Case No. 91075 . o ' /,/ ' z
s | i -
T - . ‘; ‘g
RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G R 1
) Latent fingerprint previously reported on the ° )
Remmgton model 760 rifle, serial #461476, Q2; the latent finger- . [
print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350 on the rifle, Q2; :,
latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint e
on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave . i .
lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprint on the Schlitz ’ i
. beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of I .
.~ James Earl Ray. ' .
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