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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION) .

(~ ") FROM: ©SAC, ST. LOUIS (62-5097)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Re St. Louis telephone call to Bureau 8/4/78..

Enclosed herewith are three copies each of an FD-302
on interview of former SA HOWARD C. KENNEDY and a memorandum from
SAC ROY B. KLAGER, JR.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/4/78

Mr. HOWARD C. KEMNNEDY resides at 55 Harneywold Drive,
Ferguson, Missouri 63136, residence telephone number (314)
521-8221.

Mr. RENNEDY is presently self-employed as a private
investigator and polygraph examiner. He retired f£rom FBI
service on February 28, 1977. Prior to his retirement he
vas assigned to the St. Louis Division of the ¥BI from 1954 1
to the date of his retirement. During 1974 he was assigned
t0 general criminal matters and worked as a Special Agent
under the supervision of Field Supervisor ROBERT L. BENDER,

. HMr. KEANEDY's recollection was refreshed regarding an
interview with him at the FBI Office in St. Louis, Missouri,
on July 28, 1978, by SAC ROY B. KLAGER, JR., concerning a
closed St. Louis f£file 137-16185; more specifically, serial 5
of that file. Mr. KENHEDY recalled having read this serial
in detail., He further recalled earlier discussion on July 28,
1978, concerning a notation appearing on the above serial
which states, "Notify locals of info re killing", and his
earlier reply that in his recollection this comment pertained
t0 a matter appearing on page 2 of the memorandum and unrelated
to the MARTIN LUTHER KING information.

Mr. KEMHEDY was asked if he did in fact disseminate the
information in keeping with the above-cited handwritten
notation. He related that he recalls with reasonable certainty
that he did disseminate the information appearing on page 2
to someone in the St. Louils Police Department whose identity
he does not now recall.

Mr. KEMNEDY called further attention to the last paragraph
of page 3 of the memorandum in question which refers to another
killing, unrelated to the MARTIN LUTHER KING matter. Ile
volunteered that this additional unrelated information was also
disseminated, to the best of his recollection, to the St. Iouis
Police Deparitment; however, he sinilarly does not recall to
whom this information was given. Do =N

c.\j\'\\q Q\\'\'\\:‘j [ "\-)’(\?}\\‘\\"\{‘Llﬁ N‘\f\ \&5 1)

Interviewed on 3{/4’/"7'2 at S+, TLounis , Missouri File # _ 8T, 625007 ‘
|

by SAC ROV R, KLAGER, JR./nln Date dictated____ 8/4/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Ii is the properly of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;
it and ils conlenls are nol to be distributed outside your agency.
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FILL (62-5097)

SAC ROY B. KLAGER: JR.

HSCA

Attention is directed to two FD-302s5 in this file,
reflecting interviews conducted on 7/28/73 and 8/4/78,
respectively, by me, of former SA HOWARD C. XKEWNEDY.
Particular attention is dirccted to the interview with
KEMIEDY on 8/4/78 as it pertains to dissemination of
information by him, which information is reflected in
serial 5 of St. Louis file 137-16185. 1In this interview
of 3/4/73, KENWEDY stated that he recalls with reasonable
certainty that certain information was digscminated by him
to the St. Iouis Police Departmeont.

In order to document such dissemination, this is to
record that I personally searched our dissemination control
file, 66-2340, for the months of April through July of 1974
and found no rocord of such dissemination having been made.

It should be noted that the volume of 66-2340 for the
month of March, 1974, and prior months are no longer maintained
as they have been destroyed under the file destruction progran.

There is no FD-159 (dissemination form) concerning this
matter contained in 137-16185 or the related file 87-21859,

RBK:nln
(4)
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EFDERAL GOVERNMEN
Assistant Attorney General T Rugust 14, 1978 :

Crininal Division

Attention: Ilr. Robert L. Teuch 1 - Legal Counsel Division
Dircctor, I'BL Attn: Mr. Heller

) 1 - Mr. Bailey
g) l - Mr., Foster
JOUSL SELECT COITIITTLr O APSASSINATIONS 1 . Mp. Busching
U. 3. FOUSE OF REPRESLHTATIVES (HSCA)

QJ 2w
|

from G. Robert Rlaley, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, dated
July 17, 1978 /vhich, in conneccetion with the I'SCA's investl-
gation into the assassination of llartin Iuther Xing, Jr.,
requested certaln natéerials from FRI flles.

Refe;e{(cc is made to letter to the Abtorney General

Fneclosed are an original and one copy of a menorandum
responding to the above request It is requested that you
furnish a copy of the enclosed nemorandum to the HSCA.
Enclosures (2) ,
62-117290

(L"(i?CB o5 (1)
’I ta
P

Aﬂ

/LW;TUSUR‘E e
Assoc. Dir -

3 . N e . ——a
Dep. AD Adm. ___ [ B ”"""’?

Dep. AD lav. L R
Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs, .
Crim. Inv. 1 . e 1 Y
Ident. ‘H‘W ' ’ b |
Intell. . i
Laboratory . i AR
Legal Coun. -—._..__,;;_ .___._;,LJ.JF_é«/
Plan. & Insp. N ?," { - \
Rec. Mgnt. DN N\ o B
Tech. Servs. ) AN R LA A IO
Training Lo b -
Public Affs. Off. . " Uis v inam - Je
Telephon @3 o, T = ,&\é‘: 8 EQMW
Director’ U b aiﬁnjg68\1 v ‘m’k FBI/DOJ
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Mr. Mintz

Mr. Bailey
Mr. Foster *
Mr. Busching

R
I

August 14, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COIN'ITTCE O ASSASSIUATIONS
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference iz made %o letter to the Attorney General
from G. Robert Rlakey, Chicf Counsel and Director, HSCA,
dated July 17, 1978, vhich, in connection with the ISCA's
investigation lnto the asgsassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
roequested certain materials from PBI flles.

With respect to Item 1, retrilevable information in
Burcau files and Milwaukee Field Office files reparding
Robert Franklin Sanders is avallable for review at FBI Head-
quarters.

With respect to Ttem 2, serials réquested were
ge%ivered to HSCA rcpresentative Phoebe Orr on Aupust 11,
978

With respect to Item 3, this letter will confirm
that on August 10, 1978, HSCA representative Idsa Berlow was
advised that tuo 1nformantu supplied information in the noted
three serials. One of these Informants is deceased, and the
obther was recently contacted and refused to be ilnterviewed by
the HSCA for fear of hig life should his identity be rovealed.

This letter completes response to HSCA request of
July 17, 1978.

B:b8R (1)
é,jf/d 62-117290

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

Assoc. Dir,
Dep. AD Adm. ___
oiAmm. NOTE: See Director, FBI, letter to Assistant Attorney General,
ﬁmﬁ; Criminal Division, Attention - Mr. Robert L. Keuch dated
cim . August 14, 1978, captioned as above. ' - , ,
Ident,
:::cl:l;utory { ’4(;# ~ N o &ﬁ\gm&c\\%
Legal Coun. P/"I “-" 'g’.,«/ %\N\Q E ¥
Plan. & Insp. i h"‘) T
.l:ec'.'MSgnt. Q‘hé’ é . ’ = ., / ,
T v S HP2a G 7 e
Public Affs. O ___ )
Telephone Rm. / NCLO ﬁ
Ditector’s Sec’y —_ MAIL ROOM

FBt/DoJ
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Date 8/4/78 :
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
FROM: (P)

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (62-2567)
SUBJECT: “HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
~ON~ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
—Buded 8/9/78

Re Bureau teletype 8/2/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of
74 serials from Springfield closed file entitled "UNSUB;
LEBANON TRUST AND SAVINGS BANK, LEBANON, ILLINOIS, 10/31/ 69/
BR, 00: SPRINGFIELD, BUFILE 91-34673", as requested in ’

marked serial 40, an FD-209 dated 11/14/69. This communicati
contains information other than pertaining directly to
bank robbery of Lebanon Trust and Savings Bank.

above referenced teletype. ' //'

The Bureau's attention is directed to communication .

on

AN - pisoen
- . u'ig‘z} "{h
: R Ty o ; [
REC- 13 (c’ ROV /0
I \f& e Sath
e
’@Sa\“ B3 AUG O 1978
KZ\- Bureau (62-117290) (Encl. 148) X - e,
3 - Springfield (2-62-2567)
(1-91-4669) & (Lr\@”‘n _
) - o, 2 z.__
JFD/cml Vel N . Lo
(5)
=/ - P
Agﬁv?% 2 0 /é Transmitted (Number) (Time) e FBI/DOJ
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LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIRMAN O N
RICHARDSON PREYER, N.C. SAMUELS CVINE, OHIG —_ ’L .
WALTER E. FAUNTROY, D.C. STEWA!, \icxmnzv. CONN. ?_3}“ I o ¥t ! “x i’{
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE, CALIF.  CHARLE JE, NEBR. M

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, CONN.
HAROLD E, FORD, TENN.
FLOYD J, FITHIAN, IND,
ROBERT W. ECGAR, PA.

(202) 225-4624

HAROLD S.SRWYER, MICH.

Select Committee on Fgsagsinations

U.S. Douse of Repregentatibes

3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

August 7, 1978

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20430

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

As part of the ongoing investigation by this Committee
into the circumstances surrounding the death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. it would be appreciated if you could render
your assistance in making William O'Connor, formerly Deputy
Assistant Attorney General with the Civil Rights Division
of the Department of Justice, available for immediate
staff interview.

——

Your cooperation and assistance is as always, greatl
appreciated.

Very truly yours,

G. Robert Blakey
Q Chief Counsel and Director

b x135
U" he®
Aa A Xéfhv§> | ngiﬂm

4} ’*5, LR-117290

GRB: ghb

BEG3L (o -9 290~ /958
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ro AUG 22 1978
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,{y LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIRMAN L/’ .
" “RICHARDSON PREYER, N.C. SAMUEL L. CNJPIE, OHIO

WALTER £¥FAUNTFp : D.C. STEWART B. M. KINNEY, CONN. \; ‘ = <
MNE BRATHV ATE BuRKE CALIF. CHARLES THONE, NEBR. T~ / P D /
STOPHER J. DODD, CONN. HAROCLD S. SAWYER, MICH, N
FLOYD 1. FITHIAN, IND, g%e[ect @ummtttee on @gfgggmatmns
ROBERT W.:EDGAR, PA. s e i S ’.
(202) 2254528 WS THouge of Representatives

mm agrrsgirol - {

3338 HOUSE_: OFFICE BUJLDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

BERAL GOVERVNENE August 7, 1978

BuRe

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20430

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

The Subcommittee investigating the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of Dr. Martin Iuther Xing, Jr., has obtained
authorization to be furnished any and all information
maintained by the Federal Buream of Investigation, concerning
and/or received from the Honorable Andrew Young, during
the period March 1, 1968 through June 1, 1968. -

Submitted herewith is Ambassador Young's release, and
accordingly, it is requested that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation make available all Headquarters and Field Office
files and subfiles of any nature pertaining to Ambassador
Young for the period enumerated.

As time is extremely crucial in ét;tlé? atter, your
prempt attention is greatly appreciated. ( g' ‘#/éaé?e?

EC-34

Very truly yours,

o AUG 16 1978

G Robert Blakey I —————
Y Chief Counsel and Director
(’V /)/'

|, ENCLOSURE e2- //177270

cc: Ron Heller o 17

GRB: ghb
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K LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIRMA!
RICHARDSON §REYER, N.C. SAMUEL L. | £, OHIO

© WALTER E. FAUNTROY, D.C. STEWART B. Qi KINNEY, CONN,

ONNE‘K!:YATHWMi URKE, CALIF, CHARLES THONZ, NEBR.
ISTOPHER & DODD, CONN. HAROLD S. SAWYER, MICH.
OLD E. FORD, TENN.

OYD J. FITHIAN, IND,

ROBERT W. EDGAR, PA.

(202) 225-4524

lad « ha l

»

Select Committee on @ssagsinations
U.S. Touse of Representatives

3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20515

I, the undersigned, hexreby authorize the Federal

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to release any and all

. information which it has or maintained concerning me,

and/or which it has received or obtained from me, in-—

cluding such information which may have been revealed

to the FBI on a confidential basis, during the period

from March 1, 1968 through June 1, 1968 to the Select

Committee on Assassinations of the United States House

. of Representatives (Committee) and its staff. By this

authorization, I knowingly and voluntarily waive whatever

rights I may have to withhold disclosure of information

in the possession of the FBI to the Committee and its

staff.

<< —Signed: 4 /Agc:\) e tn— Date- G . ~3; //?709
- /

e —

W 65994 Docld:32583738 Page 10
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)

FROM

e

SAC, CHICAGO (87-45634) (P) (SQUAD 2)

SUBJECT: LIQUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA)

Re Bureau teletype to Chicago, 7/25/78;
and Bbureau telcall to Chicago, 7/31/78.

The following is for the information
of the Bureau to set forth the attempts to contact
RICHARD FRANCIS O'HARA as instructed in refereced
teletype.

on 7/26/78, O'HARA's Art Gallery was ) .
locateu at 620 [Jorth Wells Street, Chicago
Illinois, rathexr than, 720 North Wells, Chicago.
This gallery is known as the Conoisseur Gallery.
Then present at the gallery was an unidentified
Negro female who claimed to be the secretary of
RICHARD O'HARA. The 1nterv1ew1n%8?gent identified

43
679,, }L;L;3E;5&5§E53

,.-' - M e w "y ‘.“.,:K -
LOL T T 2D
C At eend &,u\..~ .

[ .L.u.J
Lol %‘\‘\Q\\g\n UEQ‘LW\

-
&
~ Bureau (RM) 2o AUG 2 1978

1 - Chicago . =

RES/cmb K

@ e EES )
ST, P ¥
T o

i}( ~17' Y, \/24 N
‘jpé;'?ﬁ* . “cid

Approved: Cw/)/ Transmitted Per

é (Number) (Time)

- } ™ ” GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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CG 87-45634

himself to this female and stated that he wished
to speak with O'HARA for the purpose of informing
O'HARA of something. Beyond that, the purpose of
the visit was not explained to this female.

This female then stated that she was
alone in the art gallery, but was able to reach
O'HARA by telephone. She did so, and the interviewing
agent spoke with O'HARA. Again, since this contact
was by telephone, O'HARA was informed only as the
female was informed above. The interviewing
agent and O'HARA agreeu to meet the following day.

The following day, 7/28/78, the inter-
viewing agent went to O'HARA's above gallery.
A man claiming to be O'HARA came to the door of
the gallery and refused to admit the agent to
the gallery. He stated that he would not discuss
anything or permit the agent to inform him of
anything without the intervention of his attorney
identified as RICHARD S. JALOVEC, of Chicago,
Illinois.

Thereafter that day, the interviewing
agent contacted kHr. JALOVEC and arranged fox
JALOVEC to be present while the agent presented
O'HARA with certain papers which would inform
O'HARA of the matters set forth in referenced
teletype. Thereafter, O'HARA would have the
option of responding to the interviewing agent
and of discussing the matter with his attorney.
This meeting was arranged for the following day.

MW 659894 Docld:32989738 Page 12




CG §7-45634

On the following, 7/28/78, the inter-
viewing agent met with Mr. JALOVEC in lr. JALOVEC's
office as arranged. ilmr. JALOVEC then stated that
Mr. O'HARA had just decided not to appear at the
meeting against the advise of Mr. JALOVEC. Mr.
JALOVEC stated that he could not convince Mr.
O'HARA that the FBI was not planning to cause
some Kkind of a problem for lMr. O'HARA. Mr. JALOVEC
was not informed of the purpose of the attempted
contact of O'HARA except that the interviewing
agent told Mr. JAVOVEC that the FBI wished to
pass some information to Ilir. O'HARA,

In view of the foregoing events and
the instructions of the Bureau expressed in
referenced telcall, Chicago is making no further
attempts to contact O'HARA.

MW 659894 Docld:32989738 Page 13
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«. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

“Memorandum

TO

" FROM D. R

5w agan

SUBJECT: C%OUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSTNATIONS

U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

PURPOSE:

Pl

Dep. ABfnv.

N

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Asst. Dir.: N
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV. IGATION Adm. Servs.
Crim. lnv. -
y Ident.
/ Intell. '
Laboratory
DATE: 7/2 8778 Legal Coun. -
* Plan. & Insp.
. Rec. Mgnt. %
1l - Mr. Balley Tech. Servs.
1 - Mr. Mintz Training
Public Affs. Off, __
Attn: Tele:);oneern.
Mr. Heller Director's Sec'y
1 - Criminal Investigative
Division
Attn: Mr. J.J. Jamar
1l - Mr. Foster

To furnish information'regarding captioned

Committee's efforts to gain access to Memphis Field Office

files of five (5)

former informants and to recommend, in

accordance with a decision by the Department of Justice,
that excised copies of these files be made available only
to the HSCA's Chief Counsel and Director.

SYNOPSIS:

The HSCA is trying to resolve allegation that

FBI informants reporting on the Invaders, a Memphis youth
gang, acted as "agent provocateurs" in instigating v1olence,///’m
causing King to return to Memphis where he was killed. HSCA /

requested access to FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) files on five /
informants reporting on Invaders.
to HSCA Chief Counsel and Director only as effort to

compronmise with HSCA and assist in resolving allegation.
 HSCA then requested access to Memphis Field Office files

D

on the same informants.

.0
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This access was granted ' v

This request was denied in Director

letter to Congressman Stokes, Chairman, HSCA,
primarily because it would be detrimental to our informant
By letter to the Attorney General from
HSCA Chairman dated 7/5/78 (copy attached), a meeting with
the Attorney General was requested to resolve the issues.
Mr. Robert L. Keuch, Assistant Attorney General,
plans to subpoena files and that FBI should make files
Informants were contacted,
permit disclosure of their identities t
letter to the Director dated 7/24/78
Keuch advised that in his judgement, as Spe01a1 Cgﬁﬁﬁéﬁn{@r
the Attorney General, Ene‘HSCA should be given access to
axcised copies of these files prlmarlly because thé?@@@m@tmgg s

(copy attached)

stated HSCA

UBSEL 2574107
(copy attached), Mr.

vvvvv !

-w———r-—"'—'

Tegyisiative and 1nvest1gat1ve needs are not kased on “pure
speculation' and to give access t0 excised copieS bothweme e
protects 1nformant identities and demonstrates our cooperatlon.

While w;/belleve Mr. Keuch's decision is sound,

§é§ﬂ$%5ur$s
gg@i:mékf')
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

why £files should not be made available were informally
provided him and are outlined in this memorandum. On
7/27/78, Mr. Keuch stated our arguments are persuasive,

but he still believed the decision in his letter of 7/24/78
was the best course of action in this matter. However,

he desired to use our arguments in responding to
Congressman Stokes' letter and asked this information be
furnished him on a formal basis. Mr. Keuch has determined
that our action in this matter will have no bearing on the
Socialist Workers Party litigation in New York., The
Congressional Inquiry Unit (CIU) believes that since copies
of these files will be excised to prevent compromise of
informants' identities, we should agree with Mr. Keuch's
position and make files available.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That we follow the decision of Mr. Keuch in
making excised copies of these informant files available to
the HSCA's Chief Counsel and Director only.

}‘aPFRG’JECW A, Eore, Cef' Nmm "*
Crima. I Plon, & Inon, é’:
—— e P Mw) — i‘ch = Wl

prrmm

ev‘\ ﬁqq ,&F}”
Fep 2

2. If the above is approved, an appropriate
communication be prepared directing to Mr. Keuch information
he desires to use in his response to Congressman Stokes.

APPROVED? AN/ Adm.Sore,__ TerlCoun. 3
Crim. Inv, F:-an Stmap 1
Mirastor {or 5 "m “j 1%
reaos. Dirl ]:5..{ X
Y\ oo, ADAY (LS N NP
& oo Laboratory ___ FusicAls.Oih

Dap AD Inv,

-2- CONTINUED -~ OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SBELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCAa)

DETAILS: By letter to the Attorney General dated 4/12/78,
the HSCA requested access to files on our informants

within the Invaders, a Memphis youth gang. This request

was apparently made after a review of the Invaders file at
FBIHQ which disclosed the Memphis Office had five informants
who were providing coverage of that organization. Mr. G. Robert
Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, had advised Legal
Counsel Division that the HSCA is trying to resolve whether
or not the Invaders fomented racial violence to get King to
return from Atlanta to Memphis where he was killed and to
determine if any of these informants acted as "agent
provocateurs"” in starting this violence. "

None of the five informants involved are currently
active. Only one informant actually became a member of the
Invaders and that was not until after King's assassination.
Memphis files on these informants total 47 sections.

By Mr. Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum dated
4/27/78, it was approved to release FBIHQ files on these
informants with all informant identifying data excised. It
was hoped these files would satisfy the HSCA that informants
were not responsible for violence. This action was taken
primarily as a "compromise" to demonstrate cooperation with
the Committee. Any additional efforts by the HSCA to review
field office files of the informants or to determine informant
identities would be opposed. Access to FBIHQ informant files
was limited to Mr. Blakey, since some staff members were
familiar with substantive file on the Invaders and to allow
staff access could jeopardize informants' identities.

As reported in Mr. Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum
dated 5/19/78, Mr. Blakey reviewed excised copies of all
five FBIHQ informant files on 5/17/78, in the presence of
two Agents of the CIU. Following a review, Mr. Blakey stated
he found no evidence that any of our informants acted as
"agent provocateurs." He furnished FBIHQ 15 pages of notes
1 which he took during review and desired these notes be kept
j at FBIHQ for possible later use in constructing a paragraph
| in the final HSCA report to the effect that he found no
evidence that any of these informants instigated violence.
Following this review, Mr. Blakey made no verbal request that
field office files of these informants would be needed.

-3- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

By letter to the Attorney General dated 5/23/78,
Mr. Blakey requested access to Memphis Field Office files of
these same five informants. This letter stated that the
procedure used for review of FBIHQ files was unacceptable and
contrary to the Memorandum of Understanding, but could be
utilized again.

In response to this request, a letter from the Director
to Congressman Louis B. Stokes, Chairman, HSCA, dated 6/13/78,
was sent denying access to these files. A copy of this
letter and the letter transmitting it to the Department of
Justice are attached to this memorandum. Our denial was based
primarily on the overall detrimental effect this access could
have on our informant development program and, as this letter
pointed out, the lives and safety of our informants could
be placed in jeopardy. This letter also stated that our
decision to make the FBIHQ informant files available was not
meant to serve as a precedent for the HSCA to request field
office files for the same informants. Mr. Robert L. Keuch,
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, concurred with our position
in the absence of additional information from the HSCA bearing
on the allegatlon that our informants acted as "agent
provocateurs" in instigating the violence in Memphis.

On 7/11/78, representatives of the CIU and Legal
Counsel Division met with Mr. Keuch, at which time Mr. Keuch
furnished a copy of a letter from Congressman Stokes to the
Attorney General dated 7/5/78. A copy of this letter is
attached to this memorandum. This letter sets out in detail
the basis on which the HSCA feels it has for requesting access
to informant field office files. This letter appealed to the
Attorney General to resolve the matter of the informant files
and requested a meeting with the Attorney General to discuss
the issues involved. Mr. Keuch advised that the HSCA was
prepared to subpoena these files. In his opinion, Mr. Keuch
believed the Department would lose a court decision over
the files and it would be in the Bureau's best interest
to comply with the HSCA request of 5/23/78 and allow access.
Mr. Keuch believed the letter from Congressman Stokes
contained additional information bearlng on the allegation
against the Bureau in that the Committee's own investigation

-4- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

had established a need to review the field office informant

files and the request was not based on irresponsible allegations.
Mr. Keuch requested that the FBI reexamine its position and
advise if the files could be made available to Mr. Blakey

only.

On 7/13/78, Mr. Keuch advised that if files were
not forthcoming, the HSCA planned to issue a subpoena for
them, an action to commence 7/17/78. ,

At a meeting with representatives of the CIU,
Mr. Bassett and Mr. Bailey on 7/13/78, Mr. McDermott
directed that all five informants be contacted to determine
if they have any objections to their identities being disclosed
to the HSCA. If any did not object, then a signed waiver
would be cobtained authorizing release of their files to the
HSCA. Subsequent to the meeting, Mr. Keuch was telephonically
advised of this action. '

On 7/17/78 and 7/18/78, the field advised that
all five informants had been contacted and refused to allow
their identities to be disclosed to the HSCA., On 7/18/78,
Mr. Keuch was telephonically advised that all five informants
objected to their identities being disclosed to the HSCA.

By letter to the Director dated 7/24/78 (copy attached),
Mr. Xeuch outlined the basis which he, as Special Counsel to.
the Attorney General, believed that excised copies of these
informant files should be made available to the HSCA. In his
opinion, Mr. Keuch believes the HSCA's legislative and
investigative needs for the files are not based on "pure
speculation and/or naked allegations"; that the Committee
will issue subpoenas for the files and if we lost a court
decision regarding subpoenas, access would be broadened
and informants' identities could be disclosed; the nature of
the Committee is "that the Bureau and Department of Justice
are targets or subjects of the investigation" and we are
obligated to be as cooperative as possible; and, that "if
and when we reach the ultimate confrontation over the possible
disclosure of informants" our position will be strengthened
by taking cooperative steps consistent with our needs to
protect informants' identities.

-5- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Subsequent to receipt of this letter, Mr. Keuch
was informally furnished by the CIU a list of points against
making these files available to the HSCA. These points
were derived as results of discussions by interested
divisions at FBIHQ and a review of Congressman Stokes'
letter to the Attorney General dated 7/5/78. While it was
believed Mr. Keuch's position in this matter is sound, we
also desired he be made aware of our arguments in opposition
to making these informant files awvailable. These points

_given to Mr. Keuch informally are as follows:

1. As stated in our letter to Congressman Stokes
dated 6/13/78, if it becomes general knowledge that FBI
informant files are being opened te outside parties, informant
privilege is threatened and our informant development
program can be severely hampered. Despite the HSCA's statement
in the letter from Congressman Stokes that it is not seeking
the informants' identities at this time, this is not the
central issue in point. The central issue is the principle
of opening a field office informant file to outside parties.

2. The HSCA was provided access to FBIHQ files
concerning informants who reported on the Invaders. ~
Although the HSCA feels these were administrative in
nature, the policy of the Bureau at that time required that
all infermation of a substantive nature be furnished to FBIHQ.
Data such as informant's travel, amount of payments and a
summary of background material are examples of such infor-
mation provided to FBIHQ. Therefore, FBIHQ feels that its
files contain significant information concerning the operation
of any informant.

Sacm——

3. All information of substance concerning the
Invaders organization furnished by these infermants would be
reported in the Invaders file at FBIHQ. The HSCA has had
access to this file since December, 1977. The HSCA has
shown no interest in reviewing the Memphis Field Office
file concerning the Invaders, a file whieh would contain
all reports from informants covering the Invaders. It
would appear logical to examine this file in detail prior
to pressing for files of informants, none of whom were
even members of the Invaders at the time of or prior to
King's assassination.

-6- CONTINUED -~ OVER

NW 653594 Docld:32989738 Page 19




NW 65954 Docld:32983738 Page 20

& - ®

Memorandum to Mr. Bassett .
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

4. Review of FBIHQ informant files was restricted
to Mr. G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA,
and not to his staff because, since the staff had access
to the Invaders file at FBIHQ, their knowledge of the
organization could possibly result in identification of
informants through a cross checking of the files. Subsequent
to Mr. Blakey's review of the informant files, the FBIHQ
Invaders file was delivered to the HSCA on 7/6/78. Now
Mr. Blakey himself has access to the substantive Invaders
file, and similarly, his possible new knowledge could result
in source identification if allowed access to field office
files.

5. On 7/17/78 and 7/18/78, all five informants
were contacted to determine if they would permit disclosure
of their identification to the HSCA. All declined.

6. Following his review of FBIHQ files on
5/19/78, Mr. Blakey told agents present that he found
no evidence that any of our informants acted as "agent
provocateurs." He furnished notes taken during his review
to FBIHQ and requested the notes be maintained by the ¥FBI
for possible future use in writing into his final report a
paragraph to the effect he had found no evidence that any of
these informants had instigated violence. He made no request
at that time to review field office informant files. It is
possible that Mr. Blakey is satisfied with the review of
FBIHQ informant files.

7. The FBI desires to maintain consistency
with regard to our position in this matter. In our letter
to Congressman Stokes dated 6/13/78, access to these
files was denied. This position was decided upon after
careful deliberation between interested divisions in the
FBI and in our view the HSCA has provided no basis to cause
a change of this position.

8. Providing the HSCA access to field office
informant files, although excised, could serve as an
undesirable precedent for other outside groups to review
such files.

- 9. Because of the large number of excisions
in these files to protect the identities of informants,
it is unlikely the HSCA will be satisfied with its review,
if granted. It will probably ask for fewer excisions and/
or the identities of the informants.
-7= CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

10. Finally, the letter from Congressman
Stokes dated 7/5/78, has been analyzed at FBIHQ and,
~generally, it is not believed it contains additional infor-
mation glVlng substance to the allegation that our informants
acted as "agent provocateurs." Specifically, the following
points are noted: '

a. The letter states (pages 1 and 4) that the
HSCA had access to relevant Bureau personnel and has
conducted extensive interview among those who may also
be subjects of this aspect of the Committee's investigation.
The Committee claims need to review the files to determine if
the written record supports or refutes the oral testimony
on the relevant questions. However, the letter offers
no specific results of interviews of personnel or
others concerning the basic allegation. It has not identified
any specific individual who has furnished information
bearing on this allegation.

b. The letter states (page 4) that based on
field interviews with former members of the Invaders and
people present in Memphis at the time of the march, the
"Invaders were in fact a proximate cause of the violence."
This is not new information. The FBIHQ file concerning the
Invaders, media reports issued then and more recently verifies
the Invaders culpability regarding violence during the march.
The letter also states (page 4) that "it is universally
believed that the Invader followers who caused the violence
were paid FBI oeoperatives." The FBI considers this statement
a sweeping generalization and again the Committee offers
no spec1flc identities of individuals who believed those
caus1ng violence were FBI informants. Other than articles
appearing in "Newsday" magazine in 1976 and more recently
statements by Mark Lane and possibly former members of the
Invaders, who else shares this belief? The letter from
Congressman Stokes identifies no one.

c. This letter states (page 4) that the "Memphis
Field Office had prlor knowledge of 1mpend1ng violence (a
fact memorialized in FBI documents). This statement
implies the FBI knew of violence because its informants

- -8~ CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

were instructed to instigate violence. However, as shown
in our files, FBI knowledge of impending violence was based
on information from various informants and officials,
resulting from a tense situation brought about by the
Sanitation Workers Strike, all of which made knowledge of
impending violence rather obvious.

d. The letter states (pages 4 and 5) that "members
of the Invaders were observed by agents of the FBI exhorting
the crowd and readying weapons from signposts (a fact later
testified to under oath by these agents)." A review of the

| Invaders and informant files at FBIHQ disclosed that none
| of the informants were members of the Invaders at the time
violence occurred. .- Only one of these five informants was
ever a member and that was subsequent to the assassination.

e. The letter states (page 5) that "Professor
Blakey's review of the files revealed that at least one
informant subsequently joined a more violence-prone
organization." It is assumed this statement is to demonstrate
the informant's propensity for violenece. However, the FBI
believes that King's death and the rioting that followed
intensified racial feeling and tended to make some organiza-
tions more violent. Therefore, it is logical that whatever
organization our informant was redirected into, it would be
more violence prone.

On 7/27/78, Mr. Keuch telephonically advised a
representative of the CIU that he reviewed our arguments
and found them persuasive, but still he believed the decision
as outlined in his letter of 7/24/78 was the best course
of action in this matter. He stated, however, that he
desired to use our arguments in responding to the letter
from Congressman Stokes and asked that this infermation be
furnished him on a formal basis. Mr. Keuch also stated
he had contacted the United States Attorney in New York
handling the Socialist Workers Party case and had received
clearance that our action in this matter would have no
bearing on that litigation.

-9- CONTINUED - OVER

NW 65994 Docld:32983738 Page 22




\ . .
- LN 0

Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

OBSERVATIONS: The CIU believes that since copies of these
files will be excised to prevent compromise of informant
identities, we should agree with Mr. Keuch's position in
this matter and make excised copies available to the HSCA's
Chief Counsel and Director only. These files, consisting
of 47 sections, have been furnished to FBIHQ, copied and
returned to Memphis Field Office in anticipation of this
need.

-10~-
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ROUSE SXLECT CRCMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. 8. BOUSZ OF REPRISEXTATIVIS (RSCA)

Reference is mede to the letter to the Atterney Ceeeral frem
€. Modert Blakey, Chief Couwnsel and Director, NSCA, dated Msy 23, 1978, -
which Yequestad the Mewphis Office files for five V31 informants be
prepared for access of the RSCA.

Zaclosed are an originel sad eue copy ¢f & letter te Congressman
leuis 3. Stokes, Chairman, ESCA, in Tespense to referenced letter. It
1s vequested that you furaish the eaclesed letter to Congressmas Stekes.
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1 - legal Counsel Divisien
Attn: Mr. Coulsen
1 ~ Crininal Investigative umm

~ Attn: M. V. Hale - _ ..

June 7, 1978
1-&.’.‘2@ o

K3

Nenersdle leuis 3. Stokes

Chairmen, Neuse Select Committes On
Assassinations

Rayburn Bouse Office Building

Sashingten, ». C. 20518

Dear Cougressmsa)

Reference s made te the letter to the Attermey Ceneral frem
€. Bedbert Rlakey, Chief Csunsel and Directer, Nouse Select Committes ou
Assassinations (HSCA), dated May 23, 1978, which veferred to the ESCA's
eceess to "infermant files of all f{aforments within the Invaders &uring
1962." This veference {s te five VII Readquarters (F315Q) imfermsnst
files which Mr. Blakey veviewed on Hay 17, 1978, These files imvolve
five fafermants of the Memphis Office of the 751 whe furnished informatien
on various recial matters during the appreximate time of the assessinstion
of Yartia luther Kiag, Jr., including iafermstien about the Invaders, &

Memphis youth gang.

¥r. Blakey was granted sccess to thase files based on the
NSCA's vequest of April 12, 1978. Other than stating an interest 4n the
zeles of these {nforments withi= the Inwaderas organizatisn selativs ¢=
the activities of King, this request effered me other rvessons for the
BSCA's ueed to reviev thase informant files. Rowever, based en 8
discussien betwean Mr. Blakey and & representative of the 7il's Legal
Counsel Division, Mr. Blakey sdvised that the i5CA s trying te resolve
the fssue as to whether or not the Invaders fomented racial viclence te
get King to return frou Atlanta to Memphis where he was killed, snd 4f
any of eur infermants acted as "agent provecateurs” ia instigating this
violencs.

1 - C. Robert Blakay, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA
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Seneradle louis 3. Stokes

. * The allegation that our {nfermants instigated vislemcs 1is mst

C 8 wow one. As disclosed ix the F21's f1le on the Invaders, this allepatios
ves reported i the media 4ia February, 197¢. At that time, files of

F3LiQ end the Menphis Office of the F3I were Teviewed concerning the
allegation with negative results. The Mewphis Office sévised thet thess
informents did met sdvocate mor take part ia the planning of ary riot.

This fnformaties wes furnished te the Attoraey Ceceral by letter dated
March 4, 197¢.

Furtber, the Department of Justice Task Yerce reviewing the
731's assassination and security investigations ef Kisg eoncluded there
was 20 evidence that the activities of thess informants relsted ts King
or were iz suny way eonneeted with his assassisatios.

Despite the evervhelaming evidence disproving the above allegs-
tioa, this Bureau, in an effert to cooperate with the HSCA as fully as
possible and sfter very careful deliberation, decided to make tha YEIHQ
infoermsut files availsble only te Mr. Blakey vith all fnferment {deatifyisg
date excised. This decision ea the part of the Buresu was not mesnt te
SeTve 88 & precedent for the HSCA to request the field office files en
the saas fnfermants sor fer that matter te make gvailsble the files of
other {nformants which may be of fnterest to the Committee. If, 4n
fact, the purpose in reviewing these files 1is to determins whether these
infornments acted as “sgent provocateurs,” this Bursesu 1s more thaa
villing to furnish a eworn affidsvit denying this sllegatisa.

Io veferenced letter, ¥Mr. Blakey stated the procedure By which
be wes pernitted scecess to FEIL) infornant files was uwmacceptable. It

. should be soted that Mr. Blakey agresd to these cenditions, but prior te
L the reviev, Tequssted that menbers of his staff alsc be given access te
these files. Because some k5CA staff members were fanilisr with eur
substantive file en the Invaders, it was mecesssry to decline Mr. Blakey's
Tequest since this knowledge posed anm additionsl threat to our funformants'’
1dentities.

As you ean fully wnderstand, the fssus of permitting eutside

parties to reviev informant files of the V21 s & very delicate one. It

$e vital to protect eur confidentisl informants becsuse we may bs desling

vith the Iives aud sefety of these informants and menbers of their

fenilies. 1If ft decomes general knowledge that YEI f{nformante' files

are being speued to ocutsids parties, Informant privilezs 1s threatessd

8ad oxr informent development progra= ean be severely hanpered. You san

sppreciate that ss Azent fn the Tield may be wnsble te develop 8 confideatial
. gelationship with &z individusl 1f the agency favolved cammot protect

the contents of that informant's file. )
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Therefore, for the censiderations eutlised abeve, Mr. Blakey's
goquest for access to these fiald effice fnforment f1iles s dentied.
This matter has been discussed with XMr. Rebert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
AttoTaey General, Criainal Division, Department eof Justice. Mr. Keuch
advised that, in the absence of additional fnfermatioa from the RSCA
bearing on the allegatien that eur informants scted as “sgent provocatesrs”
is fastigsting violence im Memphis, he concurred with eur posities on
this matter,

S$incerely yours,

Uillism H. Webster
Director

BOTE: By Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum dated 4-27-78, it was approved

to allov Blakey access to files of {nformants who furnished information
concerning the Invaders. This action was taken in hope of satisfying

the HSCA that our informants were not responsible for violence which
occurred during the Sanitation Workers Strike in Memphis. After Mr. Blakey
revieved these files, a&s Teported in Ryan to )r. Bassett memorandum

dated 5-19-78. Blakey stated he found no evidence that any of cur informants
scted as "agent provocateurs.” However, he followed with an additional
Tequest to see the informants' ¥ield Office files.

Representatives of the Congressional Inquiry Unit, the Legal
Counsel Division, and the Top Echelon and Criminal Informant Unit,
Criminal Investigative Division, are in total agreement that we should
go no further to ansver HSCA's demands for informant files in this
matter and that Mr. Blakey's request should be denfed. Mr. Keuch concurred,
based on discussion with D. O. Coulson, Legal Counsel Division, on
5~30-78.

On 6-1-78, SA Buryl Johnson, Memphis Office, was advised of
the above. Based on his knowledge of the situation, Memphis would be
villing and capable of subaitting & sworn affidavit concerning this
allegation.

This letter completes response to HSCA's request dated
5-23-78.

W~
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20518

July 5, 1978

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the Committee's investigation into
the circumstances surrounding the death of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., I write to request that you make certain field
office informant files available to the Committee so that
serious allegations involving the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the death of Dr. King may be resolved. %The
Committee has already had access to the relevant Bureau
personnel, and it has conducted extensive interviews among
those who may also be subjects of this aspect of the Com-
mittee's investigation. The focus of the Committee's
effort now is to determine if the written record supports
or refutes the oral testimony on the relevant questions.
These files have been denied to the Committee by the Director
of the Bureau by letter dated June 11, 1978, with the con-
currence of the Criminal Division. I write this letter to
ask that you give your personal attention to resolving this
serious matter.

On October 7, 1977, you and I signed the Memorandum
of Understanding between the Department and the Select Com-
mittee. As you will recall, it was intended that the.
Memorandum should cover what materials the Department of
Justice would release to the Committee, (I.A.C.).

In a letter dated April 12, 1978, Professor G. Robert
B}akey, the Chief Counsel and Staff Director of the Com-~
mittee, confirmed an oral request in which he asked' Hr
Ythe informant files on all informants in the Invaders
(a Black militant group in Memphis, Tennessee) during 1968
and provide the Committee with access to these files."
(See II. B.) Apparently, this group was involved in the
violence that occurred in Memphis when Dr. King was there
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in 1968. The files were to be examined in a form in which - -
only the identity of the informants had been exercised from

*them. The letter also expressly noted the "Committee ...
reserves the right to request...the identity of all Invader
informants during 1968 should the sanitized files and agent
interviews be inconclusive on the issues to be resolved by
the Committee.”™ (See I.B.(1l))

During the week of May 14, 1978, the Bureau, in partial
response to the April 12th request, permitted only Professor
Blakey to review the duly excised FBI Headquarters informant
files. The staff of the Committee was denied access to the
files. Professor Blakey agreed to this form of limited access,
reserving the right to insist that the terms of the Memorandum
of Understanding be complied with.

In a letter dated May 23, 1978, the Committee then
requested "that the Memphis Field Office files for these
same informants be prepared for access by the staff.”" The
Headquarters files contained basically administrative data;
it was felt that the Field Office file might be more en-
lightening. The letter also observed, "While the Committee
feels that the procedure by which...(Professor Blakey) was
permitted access to the first set of files was unacceptable
and contrary to the Memorandum of Understanding, pending
further discussions to arrange to broaden access, this pro-
cedure may again be utilized.”

It should be clearly understood that the Committee's
request for these files, as well as the other informant
files, is predicated on the precise language of the Memo-
randum of Understanding.

Sectiocn I.B.(2) of the Memorandum sets out the
*Specific Rules" by which access to materials may be ob-
tained. Section 1.B.(2), in pertinent part, provides:

Where...requested materials reveal the

identity of FBI sources who are or were
informants...The D(epartment) of J(ustice)

will appropriately sanitize, including ex-

cising, if necessary, information identifying

such operations, sources or informants. (Emphasis
added. ).
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Under I.B.(2), the only matter at issue is the terms
of access. Denial of access is not contemplated. B(2) *
clearly allows access to the files at issue, subject only
to proper sanitization. Nothing else is asked for here.

The Committee is fully cognizant of the issues raised
by the Bureau in its letter of June 13, 1978, in response
to our request. It is, of course, recognized that a measure
of confidence in the Bureau's informant program would, in
fact, be eroded should it become general knowledge that
the FBI identified its informants in anything but extra-
ordinary circumstances, where, under the prevailing view,
they must be identified. See Roviaro v. United States,
353 U.S. 53 (1957). Nevertheless, all this is premature;
the Committee has not requested, as yet, that the identity
of these informants be revealed. All that is requested is
access to the files, in order that serious allegations
involving the informants and the Bureau be resolved.

The Director's letter of June 13, 1978, offers instead
of access to the relevant files, sworn affadavits denying
the Bureau's informants acted as "agents provacateurs". The
Committee feels that this procedure for resolving this issue
would be unacceptable. As you know, with respect to the King
investigation the Committee is, in effect, performing for
death of Dr. King the same function that the Warren Commission
performed for the death of President Kennedy. One of the most
frequent criticisms of the Warren Commission is that in at-
tempting to resolve the issue of whether or not Lee Harvey
Oswald was an FBI informant, the Commission accepted sworn
affadavits from the Bureau. The Committee feels, therefore,
that it is unacceptable in this instance merely to rely on
sworn denials without an opportunity to examine and cross
examine the relevant witnesses and to examine primary source
documents. Our investigation must command the confidence of
the American people if it is to achieve its goals. Conse~-"
quently, it will not be possible for the Committee to accept,
as the Director suggests, that this issue be resolved by the
taking of affadavits from the Bureau.

After noting that the allegation that the Bureau or
persons employed by it instigated violence is not new, the
Director's letter of June 13, 1978, denied the Committee
access to the files, referring to "overwhelming evidence
disproving the...allegation.” 1In support of that assertion,
the Committee is told that "The Memphis Office advised that
these informants did not advocate nor take part in the
planning of any riot." Next, our attention is drawn to the
Department of Justice Task Force's conclusion, stated in two
sentences of their report.

NV 65994..Docld:32989738. Page30... ... .- . . . . . < Coe- - -




ThREeE AN Tna e
.

.

| NW 65994 Docld:32989738 Page 31

.
N

“n'

o7

L* )l
é}'\' .%’" \

. The Honora!é Griffin B. Bell

PR

Page 4

"There is no evidence that the activities -
of these informants related directly to

. Dr. King. Moreover, there is no evidence
that would suggest that these informants
were connected in any way to the assassina-
tion of Dr. King. (HQ 134-11867; 170-1841;
170-1922; 170-2530, and 157-4885)."

From the Committee's perspective, this "evidence” is
hardly overwhelming. But that is largely beside the point.
Without access to this evidence, it cannot be evaluated.
Mere denials and conclusions cannot be accepted in lieu of
records and sworn testimony. The Committee has completed
the compilation of an oral record of the events that tran-
spired in Memphis during March and April, 1968. This record
consists of interview notes, testimony under oath before the
Committee, and witness depositions. It is now imperative
that these witnesses' current recollections be compared with
the contemporaneous written record, particularly that con-

; - - - L2
tained in the relevant informant £ilcs.

Throughout the effort to resolve this issue, the Com-
mittee has attempted to move with restraint. It was not until
our field interviews with former members of the Invaders and
people present in Memphis at the time of the March 28, 1968
march revealed: 1) that the Invaders were in fact a proximate
cause of the violence, and 2) that it is universally believed
that the Invader followers who caused the violence were paid
FBI operatives that we requested access to any informant files.

By that time, the Committee had reviewed the Sanitation
Strike, Invaders, King and Southern Charter Leadership Con-
ference files. It had also reviewed the Memphis Police
Department files, and it had interviewed their undercover
operative within the Invader organization.

The Committee had initially hoped that the answers it
»sought would be contained in the Headquarters files. They
are, as noted above, largely administrative, containing only
general information on informant reliability, payment of fees,
and justification for comntinuing the informant's status. They
do not contain agent instructions; they do not reflect in
detail the workingy relationship between agents and informants.
From the Committee's perspective, therefore, the information
contained in the Headquarter files proved inadequate. Sub-
sequent interviews with current and former agents have also
revealed that: 1) the Memphis Field Office had prior know-
ledge of impending violence (a fact memorialized in FBI
documents) and 2) members of the Invaders were observed by
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agents of the FBI exhorting the crowd and readying weapons -
from signposts (a fact later testified to under oath by

*these agents.) Professor Blakey's review of the files

revealed that at least one informant subsequently joined

a more violence-prone organization. You can see, therefore,
the reasons why access to the flles, duly excised, is es-
sential.

I feel that this is a matter that can best be resolved
by our discussing the issues involved. Since the Select
Committee's investigation is in its last stage ~- our public
hearings will begin in August -- I suggest that you give me
a call this week and we can meet as soon as possible to dis-
cuss this matter.

Sincerely,

LOUIS STOKES
Chairman

LS:rbd
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bert L. Keuch
Special Counsel to the Attorney General

RLK:mal

" House Select Committee on Assassinations

SUBJECT: 1 = S °
Request for Memphis Field Office Files

By letter dated July 5,.1978, directed to the Attorney
General, the Select Committee has repeated its request for
access to the Memphis, Tennessee, field office informant files
concerning informants in the Invaders, a black militant group
in that city. It is my Jjudgment, as Special Counsel for the
Attorney General, that it is necessary to provide access to
excised versions of the reguested files to Committee Chief
Counsel, Professor G. Robert Blakey. I have made an oral
request to have the files processed and this is to request
that this task be completed as soon as possible and that
Professor Blakey be provided access to the processed files.

As you are aware, we had, by letter of June 13, 1978,
previously refused the request of the Committee. I concurred
in that action and believe it was correct based on the fact
that, in our view, the only need demonstrated by the Committee
for access to the field office files rested on naked allega-
tions which had been denied in the past. 1In the Committee's
latest demand, presented by the July 5 letter, the Committee,
on pages 3, 4, and 5 of the letter, outlines in greater detail
the justification for its reguest. While it may be our judg-
ment that the information set forth by the Committee is not
sufficient to substantiate the allegations made about the
activities of the informants at issue, it is equally clear
that we can no longer take the position that the Committee's
legislative and investigative needs are based on pure specula-
tion and/or naked allegations. That being the case, the
limited access outlined above should be granted in response
to the Committee's request.

I am, of course, aware of the deep concern held by the
Bureau concerning any indication that we are willing to
disclose informants or release information which will lead
to their disclosure. I share that concern and my decision
in this matter has been reached only with the greatest
possible consideration of that concern.

cc: The Attorney General
Keuch
Calhoun

Chray,, p.§. Eavmg.r Bonds Regy}arb on tbe Payroll Savings Plan
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this demand by the Committee makes our decisions much more -

subject to public comment and criticism. The present interest

in, .and repeated stories related to, the allegations in the .

case of Mr. Rowe makes this one of the worst times to come .

to.a.point of absolute refusal in the face of the justifica-. ..:
- tions advanced by the Committee. If and when we reach the -

ultimate confrontation over the possible disclosure of

informants, our position will be extremely strengthened by

any steps we can take consistent with our needs to protect

our informants to provide the Committee with mecessary

evidence and information. That balance, at least at this

stage, is best struck by offering the limited access under

discussion.

Since the Committee's last request was directed personally
to the Attorney General by the Chairman of the Committee, the
Committee is preparing for public hearings in the near future,
and has delayed issuing subpoenas for these materials based on
my representations that we were making immediate efforts to
respond, we should not delay our response to the Committee.
Therefore, I am sending a copy of this regquest to the Attorney
General. If the Bureau disagrees with my determination and
decides not to comply .with my decision, your response should
be directed to the Attorney General so this matter can be resolved

quickly.
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“In addition to the furthertjustification submitted by

- ‘. Lo

R

‘the Committee for their request, I believe there are other
- factors which support. my‘conclu31on that we should~prov1de,

the limited access discussed. An important factor is that,

if the response to the Committee's latest request is a complete

refusal, the Committee will issue subpoenas for the informant

files. The only way we could respond to such subpoenas other

than by providing the requested information would be to seek

to have them enjoined by a federal court. While this type

of confrontation may ultimately be necessary during the course

of the Committee's proceedings, it does not appear wise to

take this step without first offering limited access. This

is so for two reasons.

First, in contrast to the limited access we will offer
the Committee, a subpoena would request access to the informant
files by the entire staff thereby increasing the possibility
that the informants could be compromised through the knowledge
of the members of the staff who have studied the other files

the number of individuals who could learn the identity of the
informants.

Secondly, if we are to prevail in the 11tlgat10n, a "
possibility which, in my judgment, is remote given the. subject
matter of the Committee's inquiry and the allegations and
information that formed the basis of their request, we can
only win if we show a reasonable posture to the court. An
absolute refusal to comply would not do that. An attempt
to meet the Committee's needs while protecting our interests
by providing limited access to excised files would do that.

Further support for the procedure of providing limited
access stems from the very nature of the Committee's investi-
gation. Unlike the normal Congressional investigation and/or
lawsuit, the Bureau and the Department of Justice are targets
or subjects of the investigation. Under such circumstances
our obligation to be as cooperative as r e asonably possible
with the Congress is obvious. The public conceptlon of our
cooperation is going to be a very important factor in the
acceptance or lack of acceptance of the Committee's efforts
and determinations in these investigations. To put ourselves
in a posture of confrontation with the Committee over this
particular issue without first attempting some accommodation
of competing interests would only serve to revive all the
allegations and criticisms of us and our actlons concerning
the assassinations.
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‘}li;{ : Mr. Bassett \X& (2/
: D. Ryan EﬁlJ

SUQWETCEgUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON

FROM

A"B”SASSINATIONS (HSCR)

Reference is made to D. Ryan

memorandum, 7/27/78.
PURPOSE. :

St. Louis informant file.

SYNOPSIS AND DETAILS:

disseminated.

i

C

I
rm\

Russell George Beyers,
1973.

ATL INTeos
nﬁ{ﬂ\ 3

Had

DATE

This information,
of SA Howard C. Kennedy, dated 3/19/74
of a meeting between a St. Louils 1nformant (SL 3167-C) and
a St. Louis fence,
During that meeting, Beyers advised that he had met

’ ‘

Assoc. Dir. %
Dep

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DATE:8/3/7

1 - Mr, Adams

1 - Mr. McDermo

1 - Mr. Mintz
(Attn: Mr.

1 - Mr. Bassett

1 - Mr. Bailey

1 - Mr. Foster
to Mr. Bass

with a St. Louis attorney and another individual,
had offered him $10,000 or $20,000 to kill Dr. Klng
also stated that the unldentlfled individual was the person

8

tt

Heller)

ett

To provide results of interviews of former

, Special Agents (SAs) Howard C. Kennedy and Robert L. Bender
concerning information regarding the Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr., assassination case (MURKIN) recently discovered in a

In Ryan to Bassett memorandum dated
7/27]78, background information was provided regarding the
recent discovery of information in St. Louis file 137-16185
concerning the existence of a possible conspiracy in the

MURKIN case, which, apparently, had never been acted on or /?z
contained in a memorandum

cet forth the detalts~’/

in the Fall of

Dep

Asst. Dxr

Adm. Servs,
Crim. Inve -
Ident.
Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun.

Tech. Servs.
Training

Public Affs. Off. ___
Telephone Rm.
Director's Sec’y . _

and they

Beyers <\

who later paid off James Earl Ray for the assassination of

Dr. King.

On 7/28/78, the Director indicated that the two

former Special Agents from the St. Louis Office who handled
the informant (SL 3167-C) should be interviewed to ascertain
the reasons for the failure to act on and/or dissemindte

that information perta1¥§e%259ﬁ&£ﬁu¥lnii

By Bureau teletype dated 7/28/78 Sr Louls
instructed to thoroughly interview former SAs Howard C.
Kennedy and Robert L. Bender concerning this matter.
St. Louis was advised to expeditiously conduct those

S e
1
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
B RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

interviews and furnish the results in FD-302 form. By
airtel to the Bureau 7/31/78, St. Louis furnished the
FD-302's reflecting the interviews of SAs Kennedy and
Bender, which had been conducted by SAC Roy B. Klager, Jr.,
on 7/28/78. Copies of the FD-302's reflecting those
interviews are attached.

In his interview, former SA Kennedy advised that he
had handled St. Louis infoermant 3167-C. He was shown a
memorandum dated 3/19/74, to SAC, St. Louis, from him, reflecting
several contacts with that informant. The informant furnished
information on several matters, including the information
which pertained to the MURKIN case. Kennedy recalled
receiving that infermation, but he had ne recollection of ever
having disseminated it. He stated that his failure to
do so was through inadvertence and, in retrospect, that
information should have been handled further. He advised
that his evaluation of the informant and the individual from
whom the information was obtained, Russell George Byers, did
not @&ffeet the manner in which this matter was handled.

Robert L. Bender, former St. Leuis supervisor,
advised that he had supervised the squad to which Xennedy
was assigned. He did not specifically recall the memorandum
of 3/19/74 or the infermation regarding the MURKIN investigation
found on Page 3 therein. He stated that because his hand-
writing appeared on that memorandum, it had cressed his desk
on or about 3/19/74, but he could furnish ne reason other
than inadvertence as to why it had not been acted on or
disseminated.

On 8/2/78, the results of the interviews of former
SAs Kennedy and Bender were orally furnished to Special
Counsel to the Attorney General Rebert L. Keuch, as Mr. Keuch
provides liaison between the Department of Justice and
the HSCA. Mr. Keuch and the Department's Office of
Professional Responsibility had been notified of the information
furnished by the St. Louis Office when it was disseminated
to the HSCA on 3/24/78.

-2- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum te Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RECOMMENDATION: The above is set out for information. It
is recommended that copies of the interviews of former

SAs Kennedy and Bender, with the name of the informant
deleted, be furnished to Special Counsel to the Attorney
General Robert L. Keuch for record purposes.

APPROVED: \ " TRIN™ Adm, S, ™" = \ S
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) ; e -

- .o~ f\ 3 \ KA
; . ’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTIGATION -

Daote of fronscription ?/33.{78

Mr., HOWARD C. KENWEDY resides at 55 Harneywold Drive,
Ferguson, Missouri 63136, residence telephone number {314)
521-8221,

Mr. RKENHEDY is presently self-employed as a private
investigator and polygraph examiner. He retired from FBI service
on 2/28/77,., Prior to his retirement he was assigned to the
St. Louis Division of the FBI from 1954 to the date of his
retirement. During 1974 he was assigned +0 general criminal
ratters and worked as a Special Agent under the supervision of
Field Supervisor ROBERT L. BENDER.

Mr. KENNEDY was interviewed at the St. Louis FBI Office,
at which place he voluntarily appeared.

Mr. KENNEDY was exhibited sufficient portions of a €losed
St. Louisg file 137-16185 to enable him to identify it as a matter
which was at one time assigned to him while he was an FBI Agent.

The file in this instance pertains to one RICHARD F, O'HARA,
a former informant of the St. Louis Division of the FBI. The
attention of Mr. KENNEDY was directed to a memorandum in this
file dated 3/16/74 from him to the SAC, St. Iouis. This memorandum
is identified as serial 5 of the file., He was permitted to read
this memorandum in order to refresh his memory concerning its
contents. XENNEDY related that from his review of this memorandum
it reflects the r~sults of a contact by him with O'HARA at which
time O'HARA furnifhed him several pieces of information.
KENNEDY's attention was further directed to paragraph 2, page 3
of the meworandum, which paragraph begins "bDuring the fall of
1973 ...," and ending with "... $20,000 to kill KING."

2
AR

Fexs

PRIERgS,
N

Mr., KEWNNEDY stated that upon having his memory refreshed
by reading the above memorandum, he vaguely recalls receiving
the information. He has no recollection, however, of having
disseminated the information contained in the above-cited
paragraph or that the information was otherwise acted upon.
He can cite no reason for such failure other than inadvertence.
To the best of his recollection, no action was, in fact, taken
concerning the information about MARTIN LUTHER XING, as contained

Ao

Intecviewed an ; Zzg Zzg oi_ Gt 196112’ s, giss{)ﬁt‘i Fite _ST, 625097
by SAC ROV B, KLAGER, JR./nln Date ductoted ___7 /31 /78
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SL 62-5097

,

in the memorandum, and he shared this information with no
other personnel in the office.

Mr. KENNEDY was unable to provide an evaluation of the
information and he is sure that no other information concerning
KING was furnished to him by O'HARA. He can make no comment
with regard to the credibility of the information at this late
date. He does not believe, however, that credibility of either
O'HARA or BYERS entered into any decision or lack of decision
with regard to dissemination of the information concerning KIVIG.

KEWNEDY recalls, however, from his many years of service
in the FBI at St. Louis that RUSSELL BYERS was a well-known
fence.

KENNLDY reiterated that he has no idea or reason for the
failure to disseminate the information contained in paragraph
2 of page 3 of the cited memorandum as it relates to MARTIN
LUTHER KING. He noted that there is nothing written on the
memorandum to indicate such dissemination was made or action
taken otherwise.

Mr. KENNEDY's attention was further directed to a hand-
written notation on the first page of the memorandum which
states, “Notify locals of info re killing." He identifies
this notation as being in the handwriting of his former Supervisor,
ROBERT L. BENDER. Upon reading the memorandum in detail, it
was KENNEDY's conclusion that this handwiitten notation did
aot apply to the above-cited paragraph but, instead, applied
to an unrelated matter of interest to local authorities

-~

appaaring on page 2 of the memorandum.

At the conclusion of interview, Mr. KENNEDY stated that
in retrospect, the information concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING
in the memorandum of 3/19/74 should have been acted upon.

- 2%
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i K 7 . 7 Daote of transcription 7/31/78

Mr. ROBERT L. BENDER resides at Route 1, Box 388, Chesterfield,
Missouri 63017, residence telephone number {314) 3%1-6518.

Mr. BENDER is presently unemployed, having retired from FBI
service on 2/28/77. Prior to his retirement he was assigned to
the St. Louis Field Division of the FBI from 1953 to the date of
his retirement. Additionally, he served in the capacity of
Field Supervisor in the St. Louis Division of the FBI for approx-
imately nine years prior to and until the date of his retirement.
Be supervised general criminal matters.

i
1 Mr. BENDER was interviewed at the St. Louis FBI Office, at
| which place he voluntarily appeared.

| Mr. BENDER was exhibited sufficient portions of a closed

\ St. Louis file 137-16185 to enable him to identify it as a matter
‘. which was at one time under his supervision and assigned to an

1% Agent under his supervision by the name of HOWARD C. KENNEDY.

é The file in this instance pertains to one RICHARD F. O'HARA,
: a former informant of the St. ILouis Division of the FBI.

W

The attention of Mr. BENDER was directed to a memorandum in

: this file dated 3/19/74 to the SAC, St. Louis, from Special Agent
! HOWARD C. KENNEDY. This memorandum is identified as serial 5 of
the file. Mr. BENDER was permitted to read this memorandum in
order to refresh hig memory concerning its contents. Although

he had no independent recollection of the memorandum or its contents,
after reading it he concluded that the memorandum had crossed his
. desk on or about 3/19/74, as attested to by the appearance of his
handwriting on the memorandum. BENDER's attention was further
directed to paragraph 2, page 3 of the memorandum, which paragraph
begins, "During the fall of 1973...," and ending with "... $20,000
to kill KING."

S@P\x

%)\%\‘iko

Mr . BENDER related that he had no independent recollection of
the paragraph in question; however, upon reviewing the entire
; memorandum dated 3/19/74, he found no evidence that the information
. contained in the above-cited paragraph was either acted upon or

T F/2 . 8%, Touis, Missouri File ¥ _ S, 62=5007

: SAC ROY B, KLAGER, JR./nln Date dictated___7 /31 /78
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disseminated beyond the file in which the memorandum is located.
He did note that there is a handwritten notation in his hand-
writing on page 1 of the memorandum which states, "Notify locals
of info re killing." Upon reading the memorandum in detail,

it was BENDER's conclusion that this handwritten notation did
not apply to the above-cited paragraph but, instead, applied to
an unrelated matter of interest to local authorities appearing
on page 2 of the memorandum.

r. BENDER stated that he has absolutely no recollection
as to why the information contained in the above-cited paragraph
on page 3 of the memorandum in guestion was not disseminated
or acted upon. He can only assume that such failure was through
inadvertence. He can make no judgment whatsoever concerning
the credibility of the information as a possible reason for
not acting on it. BENDER related, however, that because of
his long association with the FBI in St. Louis, he does recall
an individual by the name of RUSSELL BYERS as a well-known
thief and fence.

At the conclusion of interview, Mr. BEWDER stated that in
retrospect and in light of today's climate, the information
concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING in the memorandum of 3/19/74
should have been acted upon.

- 2% -
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PI;riicni:fgfs. Off.
DATE \c____.B’
SUBJECT\/HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Telephone Rm.

Director’s Sec’y
! U. 'S, HOUSE OF REPRESENTKTIVESﬁTHSCﬁ}"“’“

| PURPOSE: To furnish information which may be subject of public
| hearings of the HSCA during week of August 14-19, 1978,

|
: DETAILS: The HSCA 1s scheduled to hold initial public hearings
into the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., during the
. week of August 14-19, 1978. Hearings will receive considerable
media attention and will reportedly include testimony of
James Earl Ray.
L

On August 8, 1978, Mr. Robert L. Keuch, Deputy /62 "

Assistant Attorney General Criminal Division, made availablef /

a letter to the Attorney General from G. Robert Blakey, Chieﬁ_,/

Counsel and Director, HSCA, dated August 8, 1978, enclosing

a package of material Which the HSCA may refer to in its public

hearings. A copy of this package of material is attachment one

to this memorandum. Mr. Keuch requested the FBI review the

2 material to determine any objections to release of it during the

hearings. In its letter, the HSCA deslred a response from the
CH Department by August 11, 1978. Mr. Keuch requested to be

Ké@,fﬁ verbally advised results of our review on that, date ,Eg

s 1, B ¢ 5795 I — 0

J7ﬂ{1; The material appears to be copies o documents

.3's%lv  contained in our investigation of King's assassination. In‘ z)g
summary, documents relate to the following: FD-302's of T Ayg 24 1978
individuals providing information concerning the rifle, .

' binoculars and automobile used by Ray in the assassinatTon$® eemw oo,
items of evidence containing Ray's fingerprints, such as change
of address card, laundry ticket, etc; statements of individuals
interviewed at scene of the crime, the rooming house in Memphis
and Ray's residence in Atlanta following the assassination;
¥D~302's concerning the revolver found in Ray's possession when :

: arrested in London; documents regarding the FBI's lInterview of

i Ray after his arrest; letter dated February 18, 1969, from Ray

' to his attorney Percy Foreman authorizing guilty plea; letter

from Ray to Senator Eastland dated March 14, 1969, denying he

killed King; letters from Ray to the court regarding Foreman's
dismissal, and requesting a new attorney and a reversal of his

b

sentence; and Identification Division records of Ray and his , "
brothers John and Jerry Ray. T jlg/
5o 50 ER0, BERAID FILE CONTINUED OVER. . . 00

14 LQSBRE
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Memorandum D. Ryan to Mr. Baés"ett

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U, S.:HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) “

A review of this material by the Congressional
Inquiry Unit (CIU) reveals the material does not involve any
informants, classification or sensitive investigative methods
of operations.

The Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
Branch has advised that most of these documents were released
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) subject to
routine excislons, including identities of persons for privacy
reasons. (Attachment two contains a copy of documents as
released under FOIA). Although we are concerned with the
privacy of individuals, we cannot object to release of this
material for privacy reasons. Release of our documents to the
HSCA was an authorized means of disclosure under the Privacy
Act. In any subsequent release, privacy of individuals involved
is the responsibility of the HSCA.

Therefore, for above reasons, we should offer no
objections to release of this information, and Mr. Keuch will
be advised to this effect by CIU. He will also be advised that,
as stated in the HSCA letter, these documents, except for
Identification Division records of Ray's brothers and those
marked as Court Exhibits, were given out under FOIA. However,
routine excisions were made, and therefore the documents are not
in their entirety in the public domain.

It is the opinion of the CIU that the nature of this
material furnished by the HSCA could at best be described as
"bland". It is believed the HSCA is seeking sensationalism
and publigity and therefore it 1s unlikely iIts hearings will be
limited fo areas covered by the attached documents. In
addition, the Department of Justice and FBI were given only
three days to review this material and state its objections,
if any. Mr. Keuch was contacted on this point and agreed to
protést this short deadline to the HSCA. A representative
of £he Legal Counsel Division (LCD) will also bring this point
to/the attention of Mr. Blakey in effort to secure more time
fgr future review of documents subject to public hearings.

This matter has been coordinated with Ron Heller,
Legal Liaison and Congressional Affairs Unit, LCD,
H. P. Beckwith, Disclosure Section, FOIPA, and S. P. Riggin,
Operations Section, FOIPA Branch.

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. Legal Coun. YW
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On August 11, 1978, Missouri State Penitentiary
Warden DONALD W. WYRICK, Jefferson City, Missouri, advised
that he had been given a note written by a Missouri State
Penitentiary inmate to his case worker, indicating that
he wanted to place a telephone call, and because of the -~
nature of the note wanted to bring the matter to the o
attention of the FBI. S

#

#

Attached hereto are four copies of Letterhead
Memo regarding this matter.

In view of the mental status of inmate DELANO
WALKER, as indicated in the Letterhead Memorandum, no
further action is being taken by Kansas City, UACB.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer Kansas City, Missouri 64106
File No.

August 17, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

On August 11, 1978, Donald W. Wyrick, Warden,
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri,
advised that MSP inmate, Delano Walker, Missouri Division
of Corrections Number 33539, had written a note to his case
worker which was given to the Warden on August 11, 1978.

The note reads as follows:

"Walker 33539 2 B Cell 16

"I need to call my wife. I need to talk to her
about the FBI men and let her know where the gun
and letter are buried at so she can give them to
the lawyer for the House Committee."

Warden Wyrick advised that Delano Elmer Walker,

Missouri Division of Corrections #33539, has FBI #601004 L 8,
and is described as follows:

Race: White

Sex: Male

Birth: ) February 9, 1937, at Elvins, Missouri
Height: 579"

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the
FBL. It is the property of the FEI and is lcaned to ycur agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed cuicids your ggsncy
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

Weight: 146 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown ‘
Emergency
Address: Wife - Ruth Ann Walker,

316 A Street,
Elvins, Missouri

Walker was received at the MSP on December 20,
1977, to serve three consecutive three year sentences
from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, for Exhibiting and Flourishing
a Dangerous and Deadly Weapon, for a total of nine years
sentence. He previously had been in the MSP from October 10,
1967, until released on May 23, 1969, on a three year sentence l
for Assault With Intent to do Great Bodily Harm. He previously
had been committed to State Hospital #4 in Farmington, Missouri,
on several occasions, dating back to 1957, with final release
in May 1967.

His history of mental disorders included alcoholism,
and Warden Wyrick furnished the following background information

from the file on Walker, which includes references to Reverend
Martin Luther King:

"HEALTH: No restrictions. Subject had several admissions
to Barnes Hospital early in 1964. A report from his doctor
concerning this indicates the subject suffers from recurrent
hematemasis which is severe enough to cause anemia. Subject
on many occasions has required numerous blood transfusions.
Information from the same report indicates that the subject
loses blood through his bowels, urine and coughlng. Subject
also complains that he suffered a football injury to his
back while attending school and since that time on occasiouns
he suffers from blackouts and paralysis. The subject's
family physician could find nothing wrong with his back

and apparently believes his paralysis are due to hysteria.

"Subject has been admitted to Farmington hospital on several
occasions dating back to 1957. He has been discharged several
times and escaped from the hospital on two different occasions.
He was diagnosed as schizophrenic reaction, chronic
undifferentiated type. This report reveals several bizarre
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

occasions in the subject's past behavior. On occasion
subject claimed that he received money from an individual

to assinate Martin Luther King. At this time he was stopped
by the sheriff of St. Francois County from buying a bus
ticket preparatory to boarding a bus to kill King. Subject
has been on medication however, is not taking any now.

"SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT: According to the subjects mother he had
worm spasms when he was one year old and suffered with
enuresis until he was 17 years of age. School records
indicate irreqgular attendance and poor grades. Subject
denies any use of narcotics and claims he has drunk
excessively for the last several years. Employment wise
he claims that he has worked as a laborer, however,
cannot do hard work because of his physical disabilities,
primarily a back injury. Subject married a 14 year old
girl in 1957 and divorced her several years later. He is
now the father of six children born from his present wife.
Subject has a history of severe mental illness and twice
escaped from State Hospital No. 4. His behavior at the
hospital apparently was satisfactory. For recreation

the subject claims that he enjoys picnics, hunting and
watching television with his family.

"EVALUATION: This is a 29-year old Caucasian from Elvins,
Missouri serving his first felony incarceration. Subject
during this interview appeared to be a neat, cooperative
individual tho at this time has complete control over his
behavior. There is no evidence that the subject has ever
been arrested other than the present offense however,

he has on several occasions been placed in jail after
bizarre behavior which included threatening Martin Luther
King and on another occasion arming himself and searching
for escaped prisoners from jail. The subject's community
apparently suspect the subject in regard to an individual
who was murdered after being charged with raping a girl.
Subject has a history of blackouts, mental illiness,
repeated paralysis and internal bleeding. He is an
individual who for the last several years has received
welfare and spends most of his time in taverns. There

is information which indicate his family or wife are not
stable individuals who the subject can rely on.
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ON ASSASSINATION

"SOURCES OF INFORMATION: Mother's and wife's questionnaire,
Farmington Hospital report, Dr. Chastain's medical information,
tests report, health report, FBI report and interview."

4*
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: Assistant Attorney General DATE:  Aygust 23, 1978

: Director, FBI (62-117290)

0-70 (Rev. 3-2*) ’ i ‘ F‘I c @b,u?

" UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT G

Memorandum

Criminal Division
ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. XEUCH

ASSASSINATION OF Qy)
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., ‘
APRTL 4, 1968

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Reference is made to . memorandum dated
(your file ),

a letterhead

There is enclosed one copy of fheyrepark ofcSpegiak Hegnix-memorandum
dated 8=17-78 _ at _Kansas City, Missouri

A. [T This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unleés
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. (] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [] This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. &= This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. ] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. (1)

1 - Civil Rights Division .

ALL IRDCTTATION COUTLIIED

Lol 1 UhwDACSIRLab -
DJ".Z‘.E?_‘, ‘&E\Q&.\.QWME‘W- FB8I/DOJ
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. % WNITED ST®sS GOVERNMENT * . R A ,
TO . DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) DATE: 7/24/78

N

FROM ﬁl< SAC, ST. LOUIS (62-5097)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS -
MURKIN

Enclosed herewith are 4 copies of an LHM in which

the results of an interview of former SA HAROLD R. DOBSON

. (1941 - 1972), who was case agent—2n captioned matter, by
staff employees of the House Select Committee on Assassinations
in Washington, D. C. on 6/28/78, are sét out. The interview
was voluntary on the part of Mr. DOBSON, in accordance with
current cooperative Bureau policy apd was conducted by MICHAEL
EBERHARDT, Assistant Deputy Chief Counsel to the Committee. An
unknown female in hér mid to late 20s was in the room during
the interview. She was originally introduced by EBERHARDT but
no mental note as to her name was made as it was assumed she

was a stenographer. She was later observed to be taking notes_ 4
in longhand, from which it was presumed she was another staff”
attorney. A |

/
The interview was preceded by a conference with SA__-
JAY ALDHIZER, and a legal briefing by SA RON HELLER, at the

Q‘ Bureau.
\
’Q SA ALDHIZER was telephonically given a summary of
e the interview immediately upon its completion.
3 ’
D No indication was given that Mr. DOBSON would be
\ ~requested to appear before the Committeg in executive or
%2 ' public session. é
\ R
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to St. Louis, Missouri
File No. .

July 24, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Former Special Agent Harold R. Dobson (1941 - 1972),

residence: 8831 Bracken Circle, St. Louils, Missouri 63123,

who was St. Louls case Agent on the M. L. King -~ James Earl Ray
case in 1968, was interviewed, not under oath, by Mr. Michael
Eberhardt, Assistant Deputy Chlef Counsel to the House Select
Committee on Assassinations, at the offices of that committee,
Room 3386, Second and "D" Streets, Southwest, Washington, D. C.,
from 2:00 P.M. to 2:45 P.M. on the afternoon of June 28, 1978,
"at which time he furnished the following information in response
to direct guestions: .

Dobson served as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation from October 20, 1941 to retirement on June 20,
1972, being assigned to the Boston, Newark, St. Paul, and St.
Louis Divisions. He was in St. Louils from 1947 until retirement.
He was assigned to the Security Squad from 1948 to retirement,
concerned primarily with investigation of the Communist Party and
its members, nationalistic tendency, espionage, sabotage, and
Security of Government Employee.cases. He had comparatively

; little knowledge or experience regarding New Left, racial and hate

i group cases. He was an alternate supervisor but decllned

authorization as supervisor for personal reasons.

Dobson was generally aware of the existence of the
Cointel Program in St. Louis, but was unable to recall any
specific activities, objectives, or accomplishments of same.

Dobson was unable to suggest why the case was assigned
to him, except that he had the first St. Louis lead in the case,
to trace the weapon used through officials of Brownlng Arms
Company, with whom he had continuing liaison, and for the further
reason he had been utilized in an administrative capacity on

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property. of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

RS M7 g
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

virtually every major case of national importance in the St.
Louis Division beginning with the surveillance and apprehension
of St. Louis Communist Party leaders in 1952. Another Special
Agent since retired handled the Ray penitentiary escape case
prior to the assassination.

Special Agent in Charge Thomas Gearty supervised the
XKing case in St. Louis. It was Dobson's responsibility to
coordinate the investigation, handle the resulting "mountain of
paper", see that obvious, logical, reasonable, or merely
desirable leads or avenues of investigation were appropriately
assigned (with Special Agent in Charge aporoval), promptly and
adequately covered, and properly reported, and to keep the
Special Agent in Charge, Bureau, Memphis, and other interested
offices promptly advised of pertinent developments.

Until the true identity of Ray was established, every
Special Agent in the St. Louis Division was assigned exclusively
to the case. Twenty-four hour coverage of all leads was
mandatory. Developments of the day were discussed, and "brain
busting" sessions were held at nightly conferences of all
Special Agents, at which most new assignments were made. All
employees clearly gave of their best efforts. . )

Dobson was unable to recall specifically what efforts
were made to determine the whereabouts of John Ray on the day .
of the assassination. He suggested the file would be the best
evidence -in this regard. He believed the possibility of John
Ray's involvement was undoubtedly recognized and that appropriate
steps were taken to resolve.

Dobson was unable to recall any surreptitious entries
to Ray's relatives' premises. St. Louis had no technical
surveillances on relatives. Requests for authorization for
same may have been made, but if so, were without his knowledge.

‘To the extent of his knowledge, the St. Louis D*v151on
had never placed a technical surveillance on Klng.

Toll call records of relatives were obtalned in
accordance with a then current Bureau policy subpoena process.
Relative bank accounts were monitored and results set forth in
reports with a statement that the information would only be
available after issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. Coverage of
relatives consisted of this, plus personal interviews and contacts
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

with informants, sources, neighbors, and associates, and
available public records.

Relatives were initially uncooperative in varying
degrees, but subsequently became generally cooperative,
although Dobson never fully trusted any of them. He was unable
to recall any evidence developed that Ray was ever in St. Louis
territory, or in contact with any relatives there, subsequent to
his penitentiary escape. He doubted financial contributions to
Ray by them, as their combined incomes and assets, in his
estimation, were insufficient to support the life style Ray
apparently enjoyed following his escape.

Dobson had no knowledge or any information as to the
source of Ray's income following his escape. He conjectured
the same would have logically had to result from successful
criminal activity or be contributed by an unknown person or
group. He recognized Ray's record stamped him as a "loser",
but opined it was not beyond the realm of possibility access
to an excellent prison library and association with convicts
less unsuccessful than himself could have enhanced the quality
of Ray's thought processes to a point where he could have
conceived and carried out a successful supermarket or other
similar robbery. At least his escape was successful. He
considered Ray's technically proper preparation and filing of a
motion for a new trial, which was pending at the time of his
escape, as evidence of this possibility. Dobson recalled that,
as a Missouri prosecutor prior to entering the Bureau, he had
uniformly recommended alternative punishment for non-habitual
criminals, as the Missouri Penitentiary, even then, was generally
considered a "finishing school for criminals". Supermarkets
offered the possibility of being almost as lucrative as banks,

- without the disadvantage of incurring Federal jurisdiction. He
feels sure major police departments in the St. Louis territory
had been contacted to determine if Ray could be a logical
suspect in unsolved supermarket robberies. He recalled some
indication Ray might have been involved in a bank robbery in
Alton, Illinois and that the Springfield, Illinois Division had
been so advised, but he had no knowledge as to the outcome of
investigation there.

Dobson was generally aware of the existence of white
hate organizations, but was of the opinion members of such
organizations in St. Louis territory lack sufficient organization,
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE CN ASSASSINATIONS

intelligence, and financial capability for significant
involvement in the King killing. Such organizations, in his
estimation, should have been able to reasonably foresee
Xing's death would elevate him to the status of a martyr,
which would have been counterproductlve to their aims and
purposes. He was of the further opinion that any intelligent
co-conspirator would undoubtedly have eliminatedRay as a
security measure. He suggested that, if then current rumors
that King had become a liability to the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference were true, that organization had the most
to gain from King's demise.

All St. Louis informants, potential informants and
sources regarding criminal, security, racial, hate group, or
other matters, were under continuing instructions to immediately
report even the slightest information which they could obtain
or which might come to their attention regarding the King case.

Dobson recalled John Gawron as an elderly, self-
confessed habitual criminal, who had lived with Ray's mother
several years until her death. He never met, saw, or talked to
Gawron. If Gawron was initially carried as a PCI, but later
appeared openly, Dobson was unable to recall why, but suggested
Gawron may have initially indicated some potential for
furnishing information regarding current criminal matters and
was later found incapable of doing so. Having lived with Ray's
mother, Gawron was undoubtedly able to furnish some factual
personal history and background ‘information as to the family
in the past, but it was Dobson's impression that Gawron was not
fully trusted by them and was capable of furnishing only
conjectural information as to their then current activities.
According to Agents handling Gawron,.he would start with a half-
truth or conjecture, and embroider upon it, and therefore was
considered generally to be unreliable.

St. Louis Agents contacting released fellow inmates
were instructed to not only obtain all possible information as
to Ray's whereabouts, but all possible information as to their
degree of association with him, his sentiments, his plans, the
identities of any associates or friends either in or out of
prison, and the manner of his escape.
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS -

Dobson was unable to recall any telephonic contacts
with the Memphis case agent, although there may have been one
or two. He was in fregquent telephonic contact with the,
Chicago Assistant Special Agent in Charge, who was handling
the case there, as Jerry Ray made at least one trip to visit _
St. Louis relatives. T

Dobson never met, saw, or spoke with any Ray relatives,
with the exception of Jerry Ray who contacted him telephonically
on two or three occasions during a visit to St. Louils pursuant
to instructions from the Chicago Division.

' Dobson had no idea as to the basis for any friction
which may have existed between Director Hoover and Xing. Mr,
Hoover never confided in Dobson and never sought his advice.

5%
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é

1 - Mr. Long - Enc.
1 - Mr. Foster - Enc.
1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc.

August 16, 1978

2 - Mr.
1 - Mr.

Coulson - Enc.
Heller - Enc.

In accordance with Attorney General Order
116-56, this memorandum advises that former Special
Agent Harold R. Dobson of the St. Louis, Missouri,
Pield Office was interviewed on June 28, 1978. A
memorandum setting forth Mr. Dobson's account of this
interview is enclosed for your information.
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F1 SPRINGFIELY (62-2567) (P). Teleptar O

/ . . Dlrectoriss&y
TC DIRWCTCR (€2-11729%) INMIDIATE
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UCLAS /v@i ’
CﬁLOUS? SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). )
RT SPRINGFIELD TELCALL TC FEIHR SUPFTRVISO® JOKE ERFYKE,
AUGUST 17, 1978,

0% AUSUST 12, 1972, AT S:3GAM, (CDST), CAPTAIN JOHYN LIGHT,

ALTON, ILLINCIS POLICE DEPARTMINT, ADVISED HT HAD RECEIVID L
INFORMATION FROM AN INFORMANT (KOT IDFNTIFIZED) THAT JERRY RAY, .

EROTHFR OF JAMZS EARL RAY, IS TG APPSAR AT THE EaNK OF aLTOR,

ALTOY, ILLINOIS, AT 1€:36AM, (CDET) AND ADMIT TWAT MR HAD ROSLTD

THE EANY OF ALTON IN 1967. FOLLOWING HIS ADHISSION AT THE EANK,

RAY I3 TO GO TO THE ALTON, ILLINOIS POLICE DEPARTMENT WHSRE HE

WILL AGAIS NMAXE THF ADMISSION,

CY AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 9:eAM, CAPTALN JOHN LIGHT, SUPRA,
RTCONTACTED FEI, ALTOW, ILﬁ%ﬁ%&S,Rﬁ?D ADVISED HE HAD REC“IV"D oF
INFORMAT ION FROM SECOND INFORMANT <&%§ D% TIFI“ﬁ{A AT Jolﬂ = /"

[ —— ——— |
11 AUG 29 1978

-mw

SoEp s S Npwsepe
57 SEP Lg1 BRI AN N TR D M) et 4 .

W 65994 Docld:32989738 Page 58




T H 1 )
| - . _[:W‘? I P %;K 7 A’MM
L e A ST 18, 1978
( ) CRIMINAL IW/ESTIGATIVE- DIVISION

The Bank of Alton, Alton, Illinois, was robbed by two
white males wearing stocking masks on 7/13/67. The unknown
subjects were armed with a sawed off shotgun and an
automatic pistol. They escaped with $27,230.00. No one was
harmed. There were no bank cameras, no bait money, and no
latent fingerprints developed. Numerous subjects, including
James Earl Ray, were developed. No one was ever identified
as the robber and the case remains unsolved. James Eugene
Gawron, known to have been an associate of Ray, advised that
he and Ray cased the Bank of Alton, in 1959, but did not rob
it as planned. Extensive investigation by the Springfield
Division, including showing of Ray's photographs, failed to
identify Ray as one of the robbers. The bulk of the Alton
investigation pertaining to Ray's involvement was reported
in the Murkin file and not the 91 file.

WWR:siy

i Addendum :

ECongressional Inquiry Unit, Records Management Division

et
t&
34

6 In attached teletype, Springfield Office advised that
§Captain John Light, Alton, Illinois, Police Department, had
irecelved information from two informants that Jern

{James Earl Ray's brother, was going to appear &t the Bank of

CONTINUED OVER. . .

% EACTRE WS
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Adgendum: Page Two ? .

of Alton at 10:30 a.m., 3-18-78, and confess to the bank
robbery which occured on 7-13-67. He was thereafter to
proceed, with St. Louis telecaster John Aubile (PH), to the
Alton Polite Department where he would reiterate his con-~
fession.

This information was telephonically furnished to
Gerald Hamilton, Staff Member, HSCA, per AAG Keuch.

ASAC Joseph E. Ondrula, Springfield, telephonically
advised that Jerry Ray and John Aubile, a television news-
caster, appeared at the Bank of Alton at 10:40 a.m. Ray
denied participation in bank robbery. Ray and Aubilé™—=
proceeded to Alton Police Department where Ray again denied
- participation in Bank Robbery and offered to take polygraph
. regarding this matter.

The above facts were presented to Robert L. Keuch,
Special Counsel to the Attorney General for the House Select
Committee on Assassinations (HSCA). Keuch advised that he
could foresee no need for an active investigation into this
matter as the Statute of Limitations had run. Keuch advised
that Jerry Ray should not be interviewed regarding his denial
or offered a polygraph examination.

/Wé/u/‘:@
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PAGF Twn 31 62-2567 UNCLAS

AJEILT (PHONETIC), A RYPORTER FOR CHANKEL 5 BEVS, ST. LOUIS,
MISSOURI, (NEC AFFILIATE) VWILL DRIVF JFRRY RAY TO THT EaANK OF ALTOU
AT 17:15AM (CDST) WHERE RAY WILL MAKE THT ADMISSION TO THT FANK
OF ALTOZ THAT HE ROBEED THE FANK IR 1967, FOLLOWING THE ADMISSION
AUPILT AND JZRRY RAY WILL THEH GO TC THE ALTCH, ILLINCIS POLICE
D¥PARTMEXT WHERE RAY VILL AGAIN REPEAT THE ADMISSION.

USA GERALD D. FINES, SDI, SFRINGFIELD, ADVISED OF AFQVE
FACTS. SPRINGFIELD DIVISION ¥ILL RFPORT ANY POSITIVF INFGRMATIOMN.
BT

#
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|_T0 FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

ERQUTINE

' TJ 7 N TEArTEs e e e ',1:)13
BT 5 __‘i\g\u‘w&“hkﬁﬁi‘dumﬁ&@

UNCLAS EF T 0

,.. .. ’—*I—.‘*— ‘
gy

_HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS {HSCAZ} l

BY LETTER AUGUST 2. 1978. HSCA REQUESTED THAT THE FBI é 33
_FURNISH ALL INFORMATION CONCERNING A JOE PARISH. BELLE CHASSE- | £
QUISTANA-

NO FURTHER IDENTIFYING DATA. WHICH IS LOCATED IN THE | -

'l'll-'n

]
ILES OF FBI HEADQUARTERS {FBIHQ} AND THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD 1
_OFFICE.

_ FOR INFORMATION OF NEW ORLEANS. THE NAME "JOE PARISHT

r‘;"__
7
_APPEARED ON A REGISTRATION CARD FROM THE PROVINCIAL MOTEL. 1024 ==

_CHARTRES STREET- NEW ORLEANS. AT WHICH JAMES EARL RAY RESIDED

_FROM DECEMBER 17-19. 19k7. 1IN NEW ORLEANS REPORT OF SPECIAL

_AGENT STEPHEN M. CALLENDER. MAY 17. 19L&, INO FILE 157-10L73%

'L BUFILE 44-388L1}. CERTAIN INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY PARISH WAS
CONDUCTED BY NEW ORLEANS OFFICE. NO OTHER IDENTIFIABLE

R BE“,ZL//%—W///&?
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. COMNUTITATICN MESATEFIOM ’

= ; ) CONRMUATION SHEs
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REFERENCES T0 PARISH WERE LOCATED AT FBIHR.

NEW ORLEANS IS REQUESTED TO SEARCH INDICES AND IDENTIFY
1-i_ANY REFERENCES WHICH MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH JOE PARISH. BELLE

_CHASSE- LOUISIANA. ONE COPY SHOULD BE MADE OF EACH IDENTI- f

{_FIABLE FILE REFERENCE- AND SHOULD BE THEREAFTER FURNISHED TO

_FBIHQ- ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT. RECORDS

1+ _MANAGEMENT DIVISION- BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS SEPTEMBER 4. 1978.

_BT

1
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LOUIS STOKES, OF!0, CHAIR, -,
RICHARDSON PREYER, N.C. SSAMU EVINE, OHIO N -

" WALTER Ex FAUNTROY, D.C. STEWA , MC KINNEY, CONN. . L]
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE, CALIF.  CHARLES “HONE, NEBR.
CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, CONN. HAROLD S, SAWYER, MICH.

VD . erryia, DN Select Cotmmittee snt ggasginations

/

S

? ROBERT W, EDGAR, PA.

ol bl 2Z 7577

(202) 2254624 ©.%. Fouse of Representatives
; 3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

August 9, 1978 -

Err— 7

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell %er
Attorney General of the United States ‘
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20530

Attention; Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Deag Atto:cney General :
auSP

The [Select..Committee on.Assassinations. . has learned that
the Department of Justice recently commenced an investigation
into the misfiling of an informant allegation in the St. Louis
Field Office of the FBI. This allegation discussed a sum of
money being offered to an individual named Russell George
Byers to kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

As you are aware, the Committee is pursuing this allega-

tion and investigating whether the circumstances relate :goc;)

in any fashion to Dr. King's assassination in Memphis,
Tennessee on April 4, 1968.

Therefore, in conjunction with our investigation, it is
requested that the Department of Justice, as well as the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, provide the Committee with
copies of all reports, inter and intra-office memoranda, airtels,
teletypes, photos, and other miscellaneous materials pertaining
to the investigation of this matter. '62’

This request should be considered on a é%iorlty basis
and the Committee appreciates the cooperation of the Departme

of Justig e as well as the Federal Bureau of Investigation i //Z’

this matfey. ﬁEo 32 - //70')_?0'/

Sincerely,

G- Dot ol

G. Robert Blakey . —

Chief Counsel and Director
ey B g

: | ]

, | L2 /)2 90

L

GRB: ghb
cc: Ron Heller
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= SAC PHILADELPHIA (66-6961)

by

BJECT HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
INFORMATTION CONCERNING

o
/
} To:DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY SECTION)

Re Bureau teletype to Philadelphia, 7/7/78.

Enclosed is the original and three copies of an
LHM regarding the interview of SA D. ALAN REIGHLEY, IIT

3
Philadelphia Division, by Attorney TOM SACCO, HSCA, on 7/11/78.

*i\i"’ R A@mm
AT
S
™ S
(}-Bureau (Enc. )&‘ !
2-Philadelphia (66-6961)
(67-22857)
DAR/mmb |
(4) ) c;l
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ql Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

/. OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
o (REV. 7-76)
e P 197 YU, S.GPO:1977-0-241-530 3089

34 Docl

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

File No.
July 27, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Captioned committee, by letter dated June 16, 1978,
requested an interview with Special Agent D. Alan Reighley, III,
Allentown,,Pennsylvania, Resident Agency, Philadelphia Division,
at a date to be later decided. The interview was subsequently
scheduled at 11:00 a.m., on July 11, 1978, at the House Office
Building, Annex 2, Second and D Streets, S.W., Washington, D. C.

On July 11, 1978, SA Reighley was interviewed by
Staff Attorney Tom Sacco, House Select Committee on Assassinations
(HSCA), at the -above address. Mr. Sacco advised he is in the
process of "tying up loose ends" in that portion of the Martin
Luther King assassination dealing with "extremist groups". All
of his questioning concerned activities of the Klan and Minutemen
groups in the Reading, Pennsylvania, area during the period of
August, 1967, through April, 1968, when Dr. King was assassinated.
SA Reighley was able to give Mr. Sacco a fairly detailed account
of the general activities of these groups during the pertinent
period.

During the above interview, Mr. Sacco advised that
he is in receipt of certain "allegations" from certain sources
regarding the relationship between the FBI and Klan and
Minutemen groups in the Philadelphia FBI territory, and, more
specifically, the Reading area. The "allegations" being that the
FBI "on a regular basis" furnished right wing extremist groups
with intelligence information for their use against Dr. King.
He stated he has specific reference to an allegation that the FBI
in the Reading area furnished extremist groups with photographs
of Dr. King in attendance at a meeting with "communists" which
the extremist groups used to try to discredit Dr. King.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
oiitside your agency.

RN o é' SRSV e / / el

7 76-1976&A . Efi{JLGSURE
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House Select Committee on Assassinations

In answer to the above "allegation", SA Reighley
emphatically denied that the FBI in the Reading area had ever
engaged in such activity during his assignment there, nor
had he ever received any information that this had been done
in the FBI elsewhere. .

Mr. Sacco stated that the above "allegations" came
from Roy Frankhouser (former Grand Dragon of the United Klans
of America for Pennsylvania and activitist with numerous white
hate groups including the Minutemen); and that he had also received
the same information from "other sources". He later admitted
that his investigation indicates that the information received
from "other sources" emanated from Frankhouser. Mr. Sacco then
asked numerous questions about Frankhouser and his background
and SA Reighley answered these questions in detail. He also
asked questions regarding the relationship between Frankhouser
and FBI Agents in the Philadelphia Division. He made specific
reference to retired SAs William E. Davis and Frank Kauffman,
formerly of the Reading Resident Agency; and retired Assistant
Director Joe Jameson, former Special Agent in Charge of the
Philadelphia Division. SA Reighley stated that his relationship
with Frankhouser had always been an "investigator-subject"
relationship and that to the best of his knowledge, this was the
same relationship that Davis and Kauffman had with Frankhouser.
SA Reighley also advised Mr. Sacco that he has no information at
all as to whether or not Frankhouser had any relationship
whatsoever with Special Agent in Charge Jameson but that it is
highly unlikely that Frankhouser had ever even met Mr. Jameson.

Mr. Sacco stated that SA Reighley had sufficiently
covered the area in which he is interested and he sees no
necessity to call anyone else from the FBI concerning this
particular matter. He indicated that he had certainly questioned
the reliability of the source of the allegations, namely,
Frankhouser; however, his main concern was leaving the "allegations"
unanswered. SA Reighley thanked Mr. Sacco for the opportunity
to answer the "allegations" and offered to be of any future
assistance in this regard.
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2 TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
j W}}OM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (175-64) P
"y
" SUBJECT:~HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
Reference Bureau teletype to Kansas City dated
7/18/78.
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four (4)
copies of LHM regarding telephone inquiry of SA THOMAS H.
WEAVER of the Kansas City Division by MICHAEL EBERHARDT,
Staff Attorney, HSCA,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Kansas City, Missouri

File No.

August 1, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
Ol ASSASSINATIOIIS

On July 28, 1978, Michael Eberhardt, Staff
Attorney, House Select Committee on Assassinations, tele-
phonically contacted Special Agent Thomas H. Veaver of
the Jeffason City, Missouri Resident Agency, Kansas
City Division. Hr. Eberhardt was informed of Special
Agent Veaver's date of birth, home address, telephone
nunmber and number of years assigned to the Jefferson
City, Missouri Resident Agency in response to his specific
questions.

Mr. Eberhardt's questions and Special Agent
tleaver's responses were, in summary, as follows:

Number of Agents assigned Jefferson City pre-
sently and in 1966-1968:

3 Special Agents assigned presently and 2 in
1966~1968.

Form which would have been used in 1966-1968, by
Missouri State Penitentiary, in advising FBI of an escapee
and requesting Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecation Process:

Missouri State Penitentiary officials would have
notified Jefferson City Resident Agency of escapee and
method of escape, existence of warrant for escape and Cole
County Prosecuting Attorney would have been contacted by
Resident Agency regarding a letter requesting Unlawful
Flight to Avoid Prosecution Process through the United
States Attorney for the Western District of Missouri, at
Kansas City, Missouri., It is possible in some instances,
generally in Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution cases,

This documsnt contains noither recommendatiens ner conciuslerfs of ﬁ:ts
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; it ond s
contents are not to ke distributed cutside yeur egency
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HOUSE SELECT COMHIITTEE ON ASSASSINATIOIS

that as an accommodation to a friendly prosecuting attorney
at that time, in cases of badly wanted fugitives, that
Special Agents could make inquiry before I'mlzwful Flight to
Avoid Prosecution process was issued to develop evidence of
interstate flight in order to give the U.S. Attorney basis
for issuance of Unlawful Fligt to Avoid Prosecution (UFAP)
process if such were not in the hands of the prosecuting
attorney, but in response to lr. Eberhardt's question, no
specific cases vere recalled.

Regarding any knowledge of any questioning of
James Earl Ray's family in UFAP case on Ray:

Normal investigative procedure would have included
interviews of Ray family members and friends and associates
of Ray in a fugitive investigation to locate him, but the
case was assigned to Special Agent Rowan B. Ayers, deceased
in November, 1974, and Special Agent Weaver is not familiar
with specific leads set out in UFAP case on Ray by Special
Agent Ayers,

Opinion of Special Agnt (SA) Weaver as to how Ray
escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary:

SA Vleaver recalls arriving at conclusion based on

- peview of Missouri State Penitentiary records that Ray

probably escaped by hiding in bread box which left lis-
sourt State Penitentiary in truck, hauling bread to outside
prison farm.

SA Veaver's opinion of any outside help Ray re-
ceived in his escape:

Either through review of records or casual conver-
sation with SA Ayers, it is SA Weaver's recollection that it
was believed at the time that Ray may have been picked up by
a car possibly operated by a family member, outside prison,
possibly after walking a distance on railroad tracks, but
SA Veaver now has no specific recollection of how this know-
ledge was mined; and in response to HMr. Eberhardt's specific
question, SA VWeaver did not gain this information through in-
formant sources.

NW 659594 Docld: 32989738 Page 7D



HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSIIIATIONS

Questions aslal of inmates in Missouri State
Penitentiary regarding Ray's mentioning of Hartin Luther
King or contract out on King:

o recollection of any questions asled in inter-
views of inmates in lissouri State Penitentiary after
Ray's identification as assassin as to Ray's ever mention-
ing HMartin Luther King or contract out to kill King, and
SA Veaver did recall that inmates were aslked whether or not
Ray evidenced any racial prejudice and inmates responded in
various vways to that question, resolving nothing as SA
Weaver recalls as to his attitude in that regard.

{nowledge of narcotics in Hissouri State Peni-
tentiary in the 1960°'s:

SA Veaver had no recollection of any narcotics
problem in Missouri State Penitentiary in the 1960's. Any
knowledge in this regard mainly developed in recent years
since SA Weaver's territory has included the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

What investigation SA Weaver conducted in investi-
gation of Ray in the UFAP case prior to his identification
as Kingls assassin?

SA Weaver had no recollection of any investigation
on Ray in UFAP case prior to his identification as the
assassin of Martin Luther King.

that was the status of segregation of inmates at
the tissouri State Penitentiary as to race in the 1Mid-1960's:

SA Weaver had no recollection of whether or not
inmates were segregated at the Missouri State Penitentiary
in the Mid-1960's.
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

What was the frequency of FBI visits to Missouri
State Penitentiary during the course of a month in the
14id=1960's:

SA Ayers was probably in the Missouri State Peni-
tentiary two or three times per week in about the !Mid-1960's
and SA Weaver only occasionally there during the course of
a month since his territory did not include Cole County
and the Missouri State Penitentiary in the Mid-1960°'s.

Whether or not FBI had any informants at Mis=-
souri State Penitentiary in the Mid-1960's:

SA Weaver has no recollection of any informants
operated by SA Ayers at the Missouri State Penitentiary and
SA Weaver had none; no recollection of any Bureau policy
which would have precluded informants in the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

Any criminal investigations at Missouri State
Penitentiary other than leads to interview inmates regarding
other crimes:

Since Missouri State Penitentiary is a State
institution, the FBI had no criminal investigations there
recalled, other than occasional civil rights cases based
on complaints of inmates.

Any recollection of any civil rights complaints in-

volving James Earl Ray:

No recollection of civil rights complaints or civil

rights cases involving James Earl Ray.
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/7/ The Assistant Attorney General Mr. %ntz Enc
J’ Criminal Division August 15, 1978

Attention: Mr. Rokert Keuch

- Mr. Coulson - Enc.

Director, FBIX - Mr. Heller - Enc.

[)

HCUSE SELECT COILIITTEE ON ASSASSINATIOLS

=N

In accordance with Attorney General Order
116-56, this menmorandum advises that Special Agent
D. Alan Reighley, IXII, Allentown, Pa., Resident Agency,
Philadephia Division was interviewed on July 11, 1978.
A memorandun setting forth Ir. Reighley's account of
this interview is enclosced for your information.

Enclosure
TN
Coa )
~h

1.~ Personnel file - D. Alan Reighley, III - Enclosure
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WU.&. THouge of Repregentatives
3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C.. 20515

(202) 225-4624

"August 7, 1978

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell -
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20430

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch —
Deputy Assistant Attorney General -
I Criminal Division, Room 2113 /q_ﬁb AT
}ﬁrg}u’“& SC /e nT fPrtrit JTE . OFF ~ -

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the ongoing investigation by this
Committee into the circumstances surrounding the death
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It is requested that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation prepare for access the
St. Louis Field Office files, and if any, the Headquarters
files on the informant referenced in the attached FBI memoraqgum.

This request should be considered a priority, and f{/'
therefore we solicit your very prompt attention. - v

Very truly yours,

(;’?' /fﬁ?@a}{ %%’Q
G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel and Director

' éﬁi]&ﬁ; ’
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

HMarch 13, 1978

HOUSE SAMZC” COMMITTEE O ASSASSIHATIONS
. S. HOUSE OF PJPRESJN”ATIVES (HSGCA)

In the course of a file review conducted at the
3t. Louis ¥BI Office in an unrelated matter, a 3t. Louis
informant file -was reviewed. This file contained a contact
memorandun dated ilarch 19, 1974, which set forth in?ovmution
relating to several criminal matters and also contained the
following varagraph:

"During the Fall of 1973, five or six months ago.,
dete not recalled. Qavefs came to the shop inguiring as

to whether they could aget togzether to talk. and they later
did so at Pizza and Cream, Clayton, ¥issouri, in the area
of a Broad-Dugan Paint Suo_v, vhere informant had traveled
on buSLness. Beyers telked freely about himself and his:

business, and theJ later went to informant's house where
-3eyers told a story about visiting a lawyer in St. Louis

.County, now deceased, not further identified, itho had
Tfered to give him a contract to kill mart_a Tuthar
He said that also present was a short, sftocliy man, who
walked with a limp. (Eauor, with we?ard to the- latter
individual, Beyers commented that this man was actuzlly

Do

the individual who mede the payoff of James Farl Ray after
the killing.) Beyers said he had declined to accept this
contract. He did remark that this lawyer had confedsrace
flags snd other items about the house that night iandicate

that he vwas 'a real rebel®. Beyers also bON&aneé that

he had been offered either $10.000 or $%20.000 to kill Xing.
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Extensive furbther research in the St. Louls indic
and files failed to reveal thisg information was in any way
Gisseminated and the information simply revoses in the informx
rile.
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©.$. House of Repregentatives
3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-4624

August 11, 1978

i

The Honorable Griffin G. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D.C. 20530

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113 Ao pA A T A

&7‘/0#39 Sef AT Ceman T e @ St i2e e

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

| In connection with its investigation into the

{ circumstances surround the death of Dr. Martin Luther

: King, Jr., the Select Committee requests the assis-

‘ tance of the Federal Bureau of Investigation with
regard to the following matter:

Prepare for delivery the following serial:
Chicago Field Office File serial 44-114-772

Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly o
appreciated. -

Sincerely, ‘
LY S5 o)) 7270 -5

G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel and Director
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" _—~xc: Mr. Ron Heller é;;z?ﬂﬁéé;;éaigngad

[~ NSHENNIFEPUWIRIRIC IR (oS

5

i4 AUG 23 1978
*t
e CERCEESN TRy

5
5ugEP 111978
e letgmsgan=t - -




1l - Mr. Mintz

Attn: Mr. Heller
1l - Mr. Bailey
1 -~ Mr. Poster

7 August 7, 1978

; ,
/ QQUSE SELECT COIZIITTEE ON ASSASSINATIOQNS
U §; HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference is made to the letter to the Attorney
General from G. Nobert Rlakey, Chief Counsel and Dircctor,
HSCA, dated June 5, 1978, and FBI memorandum dated June 9,
1973, which, in connection with the FSCA's investlgation
into the Dr. lartin Iuther Iing, Jr., assassinatilon, pertained
to ecertaln information concerning Russcll Georpe Eeyers and
others.

- This memorandunt 1o a supplemental response to the
above-referenced lotter. This is based upon the discovery
that the last name of "Beyers” wos misspelled and should have
beeon "Ryers'. A new georeh has been conducted using the
correct name of Russell George Byers and several additional
file references wore located at FBI Heddquarters (FBIHQ).
Tﬁe;eifiles have beon processed and are available for review
a "B HQ&

Uhere information is not provided, it is eibher not
retrievoble or it is subJeet to the Memorandum of Under-
standing.

~117290 et fy
Qfﬁ 18 4% (6)

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

NOTE: See Director, FBI, letter to Assistant Attorney General,
Criminal Division, Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch, dated
August T, 1978, captioned as above.

B2 fy7 27 a.

Asst. Dir. NOT RECORDED
Adm. Servs. . 19 AUt "“i ‘5;8
Crim. Inv. ‘
Ident.
Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs,
Training
Public Affs. Off, __ s
Telephone Rm. P 'C‘ (\‘j
Director’s Sec’y —_ MAIL ROGM | i
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. 1 - Mr. Mihtz )
o & Attn: Mr. Heller
1l ~ Mr. Bailey
1 - Mr. Ryan
) 1l - Mr. Foster
Vi Rurugt 22. 1978

£
CricuSE_SELEGT_QOITTITTRE_QIL ASSASSIIATIONS
U. S. HOUSL OF REPROSELTATIVES (HSCA)

Cn August 18, 1970, the PRI Field 0ffice in
Ilghoma Cidy. Ollahoma, advised by teletype of the
following Infornation viiich pertalns to James Farl Ray and
the Dr. INopbin Imbhor Riung, Jr., assassination case:

‘Tor info Durcau, Boy K. lloore, an Abtorney of rood
reputafion from Loviton, Oilla., telephonieally advised that
he had been wabehing the teleovised proceedings today ve-
povding Jares Tarl Hoy's topbirony. e notod that Iay counld
not account for his time for soveral days afber the
aasascinablion of King.

laoye siabed he io closcly assdclated with a
Lauton real egiote developeor, Carl Stcphons, uwhe has told
hinm on several occagions that fwo or three days after thae
asasassinablon of [Hnrs, he eoncountered o ran closely rosom~
bling Jomes Earl Ray on his property uear o lake outside
of Lawton, Ohkla. Ie¢ described this individual as well
dresged ond delving o Thundorbird aubonoblle. Iloore
adviged thot Stephens Iz convineed that this individual
1o ldonbilcal to Ray.

& A
I\

| rug 22t

MAILED 24 |
FBl

i~

{Toore stated that Stepheno is vresiding for the
surmor in Detrold Takes, lllehiran, oddresc unlknonn,

\ i Zolophone 218/847-2332, "
I £ 7es REQ , L,
b o) W, Ay 7270- )G

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

SEE NOTE PAGE TwWO. . .

Ko AD iy 11 AUG 24 178
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.: e
Adm. Servs. -
Crim. lav. £

Vhis documont containc noither rocormendations nor concluglons
(fent of the IBI. It is the proporty of the FBI and is loaned o your
Laboratory arpney: it and its contonbts are nob to be distributed cutalde

Legal Coun. .
m;&h;u__yﬁur agency.

Rec. Mgnt. P
Tech. Servs. e B ’,’"‘ o
Training 4 s .
Public Affs. Off. _2 - “"é‘ ! ﬁ!' \g . X’ i R\ - "\W
Telephone Rm, —— Do @ A _ PRTEANNS QAN
Director's Sec'y ..5_3 L‘_ ?&[&‘_m’ﬁdom- . e , ¢ : RO - Ry 817004
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-
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

NOTE: Information contained in letterhead memorandum was
received in attached Oklahoma City teletype of 8-18-78.

Gene Johnson, HSCA Staff Counsel., telephon-
ica%lysadgised of the contents of the letterhead memorandum
on o0-18-738.

NV 55994 Docld: 32989738 Page 79
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

August 22, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

On August 18, 1978, the FBI Field Office in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, advised by teletype of the
following information which pertains to James Earl Ray and
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination case:

"For info Bureau, Roy K. Moore, an Attorney of good
reputation from Lawton Okla., telephonically advised that
he had been watching the televised proceedings today re-

~garding James Earl Ray's testimony. He noted that Ray could
not account for his time for several days after the
assassination of King.

Moore stated he is closely associated with a
Lawton real estate developer, Carl Stephens, who has told
him on several occasions that two or three days after the
assassination of King, he encountered a man closely resem-
bling James Earl Ray on his property near a lake outside
of Lawton, Okla. He described this individual as well
dressed and driving a Thunderbird automobile. Moore
advised that Stephens is convinced that this individual
is didentical to Ray.

Moore stated that Stephens is residing for the
summer in Detroit ILakes, Michigan, address unknown,
Telephone 218/847~2332."

ol e v\ )

Sd§hywv o -HﬁﬁKQXﬁNJJ

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your

agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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. Rec. Mgnt.

& ’ Teaclh.Servs.

H . Y Training

' Fits OKLpHGWs CITY (’44— 686) Peu;bli;AflshOﬁ.
- TelephOne Rm. :

; 10 Dlﬁ/ﬁCTUH, FBI ROUTINE g thoctodSSec'y-___h oy
"‘-: B [ ' -t S ; W
: BT / .

* / . "‘ad :: . . . N a‘
2 -uNclas a /%6 STONNT S0 TN
;:‘ ’ < ‘:"“r-

JAES EARL RAY; DR MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM. CR MATTER. ' . A

A - * :
,  FUR 1kFO BUREAU, ROY Ko MOORE, AN ATTORWEY OF 600D - ° é%

i ﬁc.PuTATION FROM LAWION, OKLA ., 'IELEPHONICALLY ADVISED IHAT
: HE haD BEEN waTCHIWG Thi TELEVISED PROCEEDINGS TODAY REGARDIHG .

£ UaMES EaRL RAY'S TESTINONY. HE NOTED THAT RAY COULD WOT | 4 ﬂ
). ACCOUNT FOR HIS TIME FOR SEVERAL DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATIO& -E" .';;j: :
% OF KING. , i
! MOORE STATED HE 1S CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH A LAWTOK o
" KEaL ESTATE DEVELOPER, CARL STEPHENS, WHO HAS TOLD HIM O b “'-j o

| SEVERAL OCCSIONS THAT 740 OR THREE DAYS AFIER THE ASSASSINATIOh ':":

" OF KING, HE ENCOUNTERED A MAN CLOSELY RESEMBLING JAMES EARL SO
RAY ON HIS PROPERTY WEAR'A LAKE OUTSIDE OF LAVWTON, OKLA. | S
Hi DESCRIBED THIS INDIVIDUAL AS WELL DRESSED AND DRIVING A i,n“_?i»;:;__'?:-:-;.

THyNDERBIRD AUTONOBILE, MGORE ADVISED THAT STEPHENS IS ¥
. . ;, . -;, ‘,-;"”.
i 2R A HEIR LS C e e

E\i @L ;)U’“ 4 7‘2 F&L.« /{ ,',’
A 65964 Docld: 32969738 Page b1 IR0 e
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CCaVINCED THAT THIS IMDIVIDUAL IS IDENTICAL TO RAY, f;; i
MUUKE STATED THAT STEPHENS IS RESIDING FOR THE SUMMER ©° =

ih DETROIT LAKES, WICHIGAN, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, TELEPHONE dz.ﬁ':ztff’_”’ﬁ

1T /6470332 . A ’ o 1
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0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72)
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i,
?\ E)S
¢ . .. UNITED STATES §OVERNMENT Xt

seorandum 3

TO : Assistant Attorney General paTE: August 22, 1978

Criminal Division
ATTENTION: MR, ROBERT L. KEUCH
FROM : Director, FBI {£2-117290)

SUBJECT: pSASSINATION OF . LFB_ GO P\
VARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., ]

APRIL 4§, 1978
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Reference ismadeto _____ memorandum dated

(your file ).
There is enclosed one copy of t%gletg;c%éea mg_memgmndnm__
dated _8--22-78 at _Washington, D. €,

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. {7 The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [J The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [7] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. [x] This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [J This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

(1) Civil Ripghts Division - 1

B (’g’\"'_”\ x‘“‘D

AL I;::::'; 5
FR%) Uz\ e
ko \SON (U i
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D-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) - ! .,
® ‘ 3 - F BI i i [N
. . 1
JERANSMIT VIA:™ " PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: !
(] Teletype (] Immediate .~ 7% [ TOP SECRET :
[ Facsimile [ Priority [ SECRET :
x —AIRTEL ] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL ;
[JUNCLAS EFTO |
[J UNCLAS !
|
Date  8/31/78 |
——-————-——-———-———--——-——-—————-—-—-——-——-—-—————TE.F—.E_——_———_—_—__7‘5—
a . tE QEUJ
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) T N S R R §Jpﬂﬂ§£¥ﬂﬁj
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ,
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION //&
| L
FROM : SAC, NEW ORLEANS (66~2878) - RUC - wy// :S%
,/ y {
" HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE %Jr \¢§}§, ff\
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) \£/Nx 'MV@? &)r
. 7 )
Vi j/_,—,@r» };( \ “g(l
Re Butel, 8/29/78. XEANES
Idi vl

Enclosed for the Bureau is one xeroxed copy each
of references contained in New Orleans file§relating to
one "JOE PARISH" identified in re Butel.

The indices of the New Orleans office revealed
five file references identified as follows:

I. 157-10673-851 is an airtel dated 5/7/68 from
New Orleans to Memphis, captioned "MURKIN" which sets forth
a list of guests registered at the Provincial Motel.

IT, 157-10673-802 p. 20 is name appearing on
registration cards for the Provincial Motel. Page 20 is
from the report of SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/29/68 at
New Orleans.

III. 157-10673 Sub 2-41 are the names of persons
appearing on registration cards for the Provincial Motel.
This Sub 2 file was used for indexing in this investigation.

T{-i o ’ £ ( /o / 7 “': g’_’//.[f
Iv. 157—1067BQ“FS$b£3£I£—3?§@'7gs the same/ingo%étion //
re attempts to identify "JOE PARI§HWgEas contained on page
10 of the report of SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated-5/17/68
at New Orleans, and as previously indicated the Sub 2 file
was used for index%ga;
LO5Y

-<C R T RN ; {72@\2
@- Bureau (Erf\rt‘:s. - 5) , ‘Wt‘"‘i: Mm@ﬁ‘%

-

N

1 - New Orleans 702Q‘:;‘ “r .Sn@? ——
SMC/mbe S T W pa ot -
(3) ROV e 1 "7("5”. e
& Pha “t‘\t’“ l -
] . .
A%pr,b\f?;giﬁﬁ; AT 70 Transmitted Per
VLD Y (Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ




@-sga

- NO 66-2878
SMC/mbe

V.

‘ » “'

-

157-10673~-802 p.

P 3

70 is a xeroxed copy of the

registration card for

"JOE PARISH"

at the Provincial lotel

as set forth on page 84 of the report of SA ALBERT E. MILLER
dated 11/27/68 at New Orleans.

The indices of the New Orleans Office contain no
other references relating to anyone by the name of "JOE PARISH."

For the information of the Bureau because

"JOE PARISH"

was unable to be identified and located,

it appears possible

that this is a fictitious name used by a male to rent a room
for a "l-nite stand." The name "JOE PARISH" would be used in

a similar manner as the name

“"JOE SMITH"

is used in other

parts of the country on motel and hotel registration cards.

It is being noted that the name PARISH is commonly used in

this area as all 64 counties in the state of Louisiana are

known as or referred to as a Parish, ie. Orleans Parish,
Jefferson Parish, St. James Parish, St. John the Baptist Parish,
and so forth.

2%

. NW 65394 Docld:32989738 Page 85




T4 . ST '
LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, CHAIR . - " ‘\ )?'QO C1 O

RICHARDSON PR'\’E& N.C. SAMUEL FVINE, OHIO

WALTER E. FAURTROY, D.C, STEWART E.-MCKINNZY, CONN. -
YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE, CALIF. CHARLES THONE, NEBR.,
CHRISTOPHER J, DODD, CONN. HAROLD 8. SAWYER, MICH.

Pepagrelinyrcit i Select Committee on gsagginations
ROBERT W. EDGAR, PA.
(202) 2254524, .5, THouge of Repregentatibes
3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
/0 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

August 21, 1978
FEDERAT, GOVERNMENT
The Honorable Griffin B. Bell

Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D., C. 20530 ! N 7
G b Sl T a (e e (12065 T
Attention: Robeért L. Keuch

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the ongoing investigation by this
Committee into the circumstances surrounding the death of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the assistance of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation is requested in making all information
available concerning the individual whose name appears on
the enclosure. : : [&’
We regret that we cannot supply any background or —
identifying date at this time, therefore, we appreciate
any assistance from Headquarters as well as the New Orleans
Field Office.

Thank you for your continued cooperation. A L
REC-IS /éc;& nyel 7 MY //&’0

Very truly yours,

o . STILp /% Dofeh

f'/* G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel and DirGOTHFI== o=z

QM@S&@ B2 AUG 25 1978
I "
/ S ‘ﬁ:
\ G272

GRB:ghb-

cc: Ron Heller

Enclosure . '
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1T

é‘ 11 IV — |
| 8-30-78 | UNCLASEF TO _ lROUTINEvW_Mi A

FL13LERR SLEIDE HQ A01LL3 2434ATYETR 302017Z AUG 78

FN |_DIRECTOR_FBI {k2-117290%)

. '_TO FBI ST. LOUIS ROUTINE
. BT

:wMUNCLAS EFTO

“HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS {HSCAZ !

|
* BY LETTER AUGUST 23, 1978. THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT THE FBI, = ¢
Lo
i FURNISH A COPY OF THE ST. LOUIS FIELD OFFICE FILE REGARDING THE. -
L
|_RECENT FUGITIVE CASE INVOLVING JOHN LARRY RAY. CASE DETERMINED |

el

- TO BE ENTITLED "JOHN LARRY RAY: EFP {AX}35 00: ST. LOUIS T

NN
- >
FYREE

_ASL 7B-479u3T. | //O~7/

[ BN

ST. LOUIS IS REQUESTED TO DUPLICATE ONE COPY OF ABOVE‘///

_MENTIONED FILE INVOLVING JOHN LARRY RAY AND PROVIDE IT TO FBI
__ HEADQUARTERS + ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT+ RECORDS
_ MANAGEMENT DIVISION. BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS SEPTEMBER 5.+ 1.978.

- BT F
IR ST-140 -

; _ RER £ 2./ 7270—//83.

P¥57@9£?Zdv§%’ 4??@5 B ey @—3g;?g . B9BA/Y | 3ILbL

1 - LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION :
{ATTN: MR. HELLER , SEP
L - CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISTON 20 1 1978
LATTN: 3MR. CONNOLLY? -
1 - MR. W. L. BAILEY ‘
1 - MR- 6. J. FOSTER I TUTOTTITION (OUTATITD
- 2o 2l LY Uit Nodad
) e ,?le;ig%Ajh%w
70 QFF1 01978 i 7T e '
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Assoc, Dir,
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep.ADInv. =

Asst, Dir.:
Adm. Serv,
Crim. Inv.
Ident,.
Intell,

Laboratory

~
>
”
"
I4
Ly

MMO578 23323327

Legal Coun.
Plan, & Insp,, 7 -
%R’R HI ey E Rec. Mgn%
iF Il ‘I'ESI’P Tech. Se|
DE MM ] Hm‘i T—

COMMUNICATIONS SECTICN pz:;:::fgf off.

R 2123327 AUG 78 ' Telephone fm,

FM MIAMI‘(62-6683) (P
p

TO D RECTOR ROUTINE

BT .

UNCLAS

40 USE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

FOR THE INFORMATION OR THE BUREAU, THE MIAMI OFFICE
HAS BEEN CONTACTEDhg?hfﬁkﬂﬁlﬂ~WMAN1*381ﬁ SelWls, SIST

COURT, HOLLYWOOD ~F'l..OR 1 ,@EPHONE 981“7366, WHO FURNISHED
= e //ﬂ//%I vl T“/v

g

THE FOLLOUING INFORMATION'

HE IS THE FORMER OWNER AND OPERATOR OF NEWMAN AND NEWMAN'S

RAD® AND T.V. REPAIR, 1887 N,W, 79TH STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA,.
WHILE OPERATING THATSBUSINESS, HE HAD OCCASION TO FREQUENT

HADD IE*S BAR, 18831 N,W,

H STREET, WHICH AT THAT TIME VWAS

\ ; /

¥

0 \ .

WNED AND OPERATED BY C}zéi]lESW\: ETEngN C- 2@ 1 . w;' 3 ’(j’ _,, //0"1\3
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT TO NINE- THS PRIOR TO THE MURDER

OF MART IN LUTHER KING, HE SAW AN INDIVIDUAL STRONGLY RESEMBLING
JAMES EARL RAY IN THE BAR ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. HE DID_NOTyd 30 wid "
‘M,M G::-:j

.

STL IR e A \’“:3-‘&) . |
1 _I%f\&LlJ Lals ,&(é__, | ~ihSe f'f'll' c)\ \.v./-...('{'}d
“..‘“ va 1 - 1
\LVLM .‘SW “'Crﬂ)l\ v n‘ SR S v’k‘:‘ ""U
'::}\‘:(6 l_c,\’ v\{,ilt)
< '::;; \,~ -\j- TA _ F‘T" fa

e 17 # Py A
: . st
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PAGE TWO MM (62-66@3) UNCLAS
KNOW RAY BY NAME AT THE TIME AND AT THIS TIME AFTER SEEING
HIS PHOTOGRAPH CANNOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFY HIM AS RAY, BUT
IS FAIRLY SURE ‘HE WAS IN FACT RAY. THIS INDIVIDUAL
OPERATED A WHITE MUSTANG VEHICLE, REGISTRATION UNKNOWN,
HE NOTED THAT THE UNUSUAL THING ABOUT THE VEHICLE WAS
THAT IT HAD A VERY BRIGHT WHITE FINISH WHICH ALMOST
APPEARED TO BE AN ENAMEL TYPE FINISH,
AT ONE TIME DURING A CONVERSATION AT HADDIE'S THIS
IND IVID UAL ASKED NEWMAN TO INSTALL A POLICE RADIO IN HIS
CAR, THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS TO PROVIDE THE RADIO, NEWMAN
RECALLS THAT DURING THE PERIOD THIS INDIVIDUAL FREQUENTED
HADD IE*S HE WAS TOLD BY PETERSON THIS INDIVIDUAL TRAVELED TO
NORTH CAROLINA TO PARTICIPATE IN A KU KLUX KLAN RALLY AT
WHICH A CROSS WAS BURNED SOMEWHERE IN NORTH CAROLINA., THIS
INCIDENT REPORTEDLY INVOLVED A DISPUTE INVOLVING AN AMERICAN
IND IAN GROUP IN NORTH CAROLINA, THIS IS HIS ONLY WAY OF BEING AT ALL
SPECIFIC CONCERNING THE DATES THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS IN MIAMI,
MR, NEWMAN INDICATED THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED
. THIS INFORMATION TO THE FBI, MIAMI INDICIES NEGATIVE REGARDING

NEWMAN,

NW 659594 Docld:32989738 Page 90




¢ .. ¢

“PAGE THREE MM (62-6643) UNCLAS

NEWMAN INDICATED HE WAS FURNISHING THE INFORMATION
BEING THAT INTEREST IN THE XING ASSASSINATION HAS BEEN REKINDLED
WITH THE HOUSE HEARING AND THAT HE FELT IT WAS PERTINENT THAT
THIS IND IVIDUAL WHOM HE BELIEVES WAS RAY PARTICIPATED 1IN
KU KLUX KLAN ACTIVITIES, NEWMAN COULD FURNISH NO FURTHER
INFORMATION REGARD ING THIS INDIVIDUAL OR THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS
OF MR, CHARLES PETERSON,

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BEING FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU
SINCE NEWMAN INDICATED THAT HE MIGHT PERSONALLY CONTACT THE

HOUSE COMMITTEE REGARDING THE ABOVE,
BT
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(202) 225-4624
3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20515

: /j/ FEDERAL GOVERNMENT hugust 23, 1978

—

- The Honorable Griffin B. Bell

Attorney General of the United States
- Department of  Justice i B T o
=Wash1ngton, D. C., 20530 . /Voi( f’\zﬂylﬁ"l q/Juf«fn e

> o I A ,;)
Attention: Mr. Robert Keucﬁéf -

Deputy Attorney General
Criminal Division, ‘Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with ‘the ongoing investigation by this
Committee into the circumstanceg surrounding the death of
Dxr.. Martin ILuthey King, Jr,, the assistance of the Federal ..
Bureau of Investigation is requested in regard to the
//; !
4

following matters,
1) Prepare for- delivery the St Iouis Field Office "
file pertaining to the Tecent fugltlve ‘case
(August 21 ~ 22, 1978) concerning John Larry Ray.

2) Make access available to the Jackson Field Office
files pertaining to Burgess Audie Wilson.

3) Make access available to all information pertain~
ing to Alexander Anthony Eist, formerly with the
Flylng Squad of New Scotland Yard (Perlod 1967H

1968) REGI26 & 2 - . 4 - }/

4) Make access available to the Memphls Fleld Offlce
files pertaining to the Student Non-Violent Coord%giﬂﬂag

ating Committee (SNCC) for the period Janugﬁys&d&”
1968 through M 31, 1968,
'g Ial'y SEP v 19718

Finally, by letter dated March 23, 1978 to thésAttorney.”’_,
General, this Committee requested photographlc copiesg gﬁvaff
latent flngerprlnts collected in ‘the MURKIN investigation.
Subsequently, by letter dated April 13, 1978 to the Chief
Counsel of the Committee, the FBI responded and furnished
the requested photographs. During the course of our examina-
tion of these photographs, the Committee's fingerprint

dentification expert has concluded that some of the photo-
5&sna%ﬁepf insufficient quality to make an adequate review.

2éh

M’@fmﬁmmxm@m&wgg@g@g~
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Page 2. -

_ .. The Committee therefore requests that the Bureau review
the duplicates of those photographs furnished, in order to
determiné if better quality copies can be produced.
Otherwise, the Committee would suggest as an alternative

method of examination, review of the original latent
lifts. ' v

[}

Your continued cooperation and prompt attention in
these matters is sincerely appreciated.

Very - truly yours,

O Qe Batey

G. Robert Blakey )
Chief Counsel and Director

GRB:ghb

cc: Ron Heller
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Apsistant Attorney Goneral August 24, 1978
Crininal Division

47 Attention: I7r. Robert L. Keuch 1 - Legal Counsel Division
e Director, FBI (Attn: Mr. Heller)
g/ sperar <n e weem. 1 = Mr. W. L. Bailey

Cﬁ; - ‘ 1 - Mr. Ryan
HQUSE SDLECT COITIITTEE O ASSASSINATIONS 1 - Mr. Foster

U, S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference ls made to the letter to the Attorney
General fron G. Robert Blalicy, Chicef Counsel and Dircctor, HSCA,
dated Aurust 9, 1978, uvhich requested, in conncetlon with the
HSCATo 1nvostiration into the ascassination of Dr. ilartin Luther
Iing, Jr., that all material portalning to the nisfiling of -
Information reparding Russell Georre Byers and his possiblo o
conncetlon with this easc be provided to the HSCA. C -

Fnelosed are an orisinal and one copy of a meriorandunm
In response to the HSCA lettor of Aurust 9, 1973, It is re-
?uezted that a copy of this mororandun be delivered o the
ISCA.

Enclosures (2)

£ 1) RECA2%, 6.4 -/ 70 g — NRS

o NOTH: On 3-13-78, St. Louis advised, by teletype, that infor-
55 mafion concerning the Martin Luther King, Jr., Assassination
— (

<3

M
¥
: b
B -y
&
.

(MURKIN) case had been uncovered during a file review in an
unPelated matter. This information had apparently n&ver: beemns ==
\

w it
S 11 AUG 28 1973
<X - By letter dated 3-24-78, the above information was

——fhrnished to the HSCA through the Department of Justimespe o= ===

MAILED §

All material related to the discovery of that infor-
It 27  mation and reasons for faillure to disseminate it at the time it
was originally furnished by a St. Louis informant (March, 1974),

Assoc. Dir. has been processed and is belng made available for review at
Dep. AD Adm, _FBI Headquarters.
Dep. AD Inv.,

Asst. Dir.: NI T Flen, & ome [an~t Noen,
Adm. Servs. . iv" /‘/ ‘ FPTROVED: Cem s TLTT O Rap epp T F .
Crim. Inv, A ’J‘ M e Than A~ "1""—}—3 h.;.'”‘ ’ ~ )
ld::‘t. " v so / / o g —“*“ “;ﬁ;_é_‘\lj}ﬁ v
Intell. . *,"” y Sl A —
Laboratory . ‘ J Leloraizry S
Legal Coun. Q R 1l P o - A aurerpenenm
Plan. & Insp. . o o

-~

Rec. Mgnt.

Tech. Servs.

Training

N - ;’ﬁ ‘r = .
. 70 I ) !?
}: !"', RPN ‘ \Y . M. (
Public Affs. Off. =31 N-ﬁs FENS wu,w ) I@
TelephoneRm, 2, )
Director’s Sec’y —— MAILROO\i 9?/5 . NN\ %&mwﬁ FB1/DO0J
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Legal Counsel Division
(Attn:" Mr. Heller)
Mr. W. L. Bailey

Mr. Ryan

Mr. Foster

i

o
i

fupgust 24, 1978

PNUSE SELLCY CCIUIITYER O ASOASSIIIATIONS
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESDIWATIVES (ESCA)

Reference is made to the lettor to the Attorney
Goneral from O. Lobert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Dlrectbor,
FSCA, dated furust 9, 1976, vanlch requesied, In connectlion
with the M8CA's investimation into the assassination of
Dr. Iartin Tuther Hing. Jr., that all material pervibalning to
the nigfilinr of infsrhation reravding Rusaell Georpe Byers
and hils possible connection vizh this case be provided to
the T'SCA.

This is to advise that $he material montioned
ohove hag heen processced ond io avallable for review ot FBI
Ieadaquoriers.

There Inforration ls not being provided, it is
elither not rcirlevable or it iz subject to the [lemorandun of
Understanding.

QJ&B A5 (1)

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

NOTE: See Director, ¥FBI, letter to the Assistant Attorney
General, Criminal Diviszon Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch,
dated August 2, 1978, captioned as above.

:“‘1@ APPROVED? Fidon. Serv, ) x:m; of’”“’ e
K TETL AV Plan, & Ins g——‘f— o
/\ A4S Mroctor PN I F«”N‘ A:,.m. T:rja—ﬁa- nﬁgjLz‘l
Armos Dir, I . Tl “apvs, ) S
Assoc, Dir Dep, AD Admy ;L!;f v TF i d s
Dep. AD Adm. ___ Bop. AD Jnv, aboratory T pupic A cﬂ“""“
Dep. AD lnv. L P -
Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Servs,
Crim. lav,

{dent.
Intell.
Loboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.

Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.

. P X
-
Training
Public Affs. Off. ___ . - =
Telephone Rm. 6, 7 LYy Y -
Director's Sec'y . MAIL ROOM A /,«’ﬂ LT e e :

o FB81/D0J
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MICHARDION PREVIR, N.C. AAMUEL JFDEVINE, ONIO . \

WALTER K. FAUNTROY, D.C, STTWART o, MCKINNEY, com.
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MOBERT W, EDBAR, FA, 4

.65, Pouse of Repregentatives '

3331 HOUSE OFFICK BUILDING, ANNEX 2

e Ol a?“’" 74577 75 e———. 1

Angust 9, 1978 -

ﬂw'o/ ??-«../ W j’

/ 'I‘he Honorable Gr ffin B. Bell /) m
~Attorney General of the United States ‘) :
Department of Justice : ) ’ )

Washington, D. C. 20530

Attention; Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
! Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear -Mr. Attorney General:

The Select Committee on Assassinations has learned that
the Department of Justice recently commenced an investigation
into the misfiling of an informant allegation in the St. Louis
Field Office of the FBI. This allegation discussed a sum of
money being offered to an individual named Russell George
Byers to kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. :

.
2]

As you are aware, the Committee is pursuing this allega-
tion and investigating whether the circumstances relate
in any fashion to Dr. King's assassination in Memphis,
Tennessee on April 4, 1968.

Therefore, in conjunction with our investigation, it is
requested that the Department of Justice, as well as the
/ Federal Bureau of Investigation, provide the Committee with
. copies of all reports, inter and intra-office memoranda, airtels,
l ! teletypes, photos, and other miscellaneous materials pertaining
to the investigation of this matter. . .

This request should be considered on a priority basis
and the Committee appreciates the cooperation of the Department
| of Justi 34;3 well as the Federal Bureau of Investigation in
| this mat : .

Sincerely,

4.0t

G. Robert Blakey
! Chief Counsel and Director

053 P SN (-
GRB: ghb s R

R

cc: Ron Heller Lrrter o

BOSWE. S 0 /00 Jy—
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Agsistant Attorney General Aupust 24, 1978
Criminal Division
/0 Attenticn:r I7r. Roberi L. Ieuch 1 - %egal Counsel Diviiion
Director, FBIL Attn: Mr. Heller
FEDERAL GOVERBMENT 1 - Criminal Investigative
{? Division
HOUSE SDLLCT COMTIITTLE 0 ASSAGSIUATIONS (Attn: Mr. Jamar)
U. S. HCUSE OFF REPRUSENTATIVES (HSCA) l - Mr. Bailey

1l -~ Mr. Ryan
1l - Mr. Foster

Refercnce 1z made to the letter to the Abtorney
General from G. Robert Blakey, Chlef Counsel and Director, HSCA,
dated Aurust 7, 1978, which requested, in connection with the
FOCA's investiration into the assassination of Dr. llartin Luther
King, dr., that access be given to the I'BI Headquarters and
86, Louils PFleld Office informant files pertaining to the source
who furnished inforuation concerning Russell George Byers.

Tnelosed are an oripinal and one copy of a memorandum
in response to the above-~referenced HSCA letter. It im requestoﬁ
that a copy of this memorandun be delivered to the HSCA.

Enclguureo (2) ?‘h' e : '
Wihe 58 (o) e NN X@m@m

NOTE: The St. Louis Office, by teletype 3-13-78, furnished
formation regarding a possible conspiracy in the Martin Luther
=24 ng Assassinatlon case, not previously disseminated outside

@ the St. Louis Office. This information obtained from SL 3167-C
< @p located in the informant's file (SL 137-16185). This infor-
o

3

=

x

|
4z¢%z
.

ED 5

HIAIL

REC-12 o~ -

| The HSCA requested by 1 tér 7-14-78, that the 1nformant
contacted and requested to execute a walver releasing his

f+Tes to the HSCA, and also to submit to interview by the HSCA.

L Attempts were made to contact former SL 3167, identified as

|

O
/&Ffj"‘ (’

Mation was furnished to the HSCA by me oraz?um dated 3~ 24-78,

i
h O~
> (D

Richard Francis O'Hara, however, he refused to talR™ES THE™cTh-
tacting Agent in Chicago, Illinois. The HSCA was advised of

his refusal by memorandum dated 8-8-78. 11 AUG 28 1273
Aﬁf&}h The Committee's request to review this irrP6Tm3nt's . -
Dep.ADIv. —_file is considered by Congressional Inguiry Unit, Division Four,
AsPi:  to be similar to the HSCA request to review the field office

Crim. lv._____informant files for five Memphis informants. In that situation,
lent. _______Special Counsel to the Attorney General, Robert L. Xeuch, advised
fm-———that the HSCA was going to subpoena the files unless the FBI made
Legal Coun. them available. Keuch stated that the files should be made
Plon.&Insp. —gvgilable in excised form for access only to Mr. Blakey, Chief

Rec Mo —Counsel and Direﬁtor HSCA. (See Ryan to Bassett memorandum

Training _7 28 78 ) ,‘ N f -

Public Affs. Off. . SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. . . E#él-
Ei:i‘::ge ¥ i ( M—}!;Ip QYyn{ t //“ FB1/D0J

NWY 65394 uﬁ%@ﬂéﬁ%&'ﬁagegv
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‘ HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
| U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

The St. Louis and FBI Headquarters informant files
for SL 3167-C have been processed, and subsequently reviewed
by SA Martin V. Hale, Top Echelon and Criminal Informant Unit,
Division Six. The HSCA is being advised that access to these
files is available only to Mr. Blakey.
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1 - Legal Counsel Division
(Attn: Mr. Heller)
1 - Criminal Irivestigative
Division
(Attn: Mr. Jamar
1l - Mr. Balley
1 - Mr. Ryan August 2%, 1978

1l - Mr. Foster

FOUSE SELECT COITIITRCE O ASSASSIUATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPROSENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference is made to the letter to the Abbtorney
General fronm 6. Roberd Blakey, Chlef Counsel and Director,
HSCA, dated August 7. 1978, vwhich requested, in connectlon
with the HECA's investication inbo the assassination of
Dr. Ifartin Luther, Kinp, Jr., that acecess be given to the
IDI Feadquraters and 3%. Louls Fleld Office informant files
pertaining to the source vho furnished Informatlon concerning
Ruasell Georpe DRyers.

Thisg ip to advise Hhat the above-mentloned IRI
Headquarters and 5%. Louis Pleld Qffiec files have been
protessed and are available for review by IIr, Rlalkey.
Arranrements for reviewing these flles can be made through
the Conpgropgilonhl Ingulyy Hniﬁ Records Hanagerment Division,

b iB: b’%‘m (8)

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.

NOTE: See Director, FBI, letter to Assistant Attorney General,
Criminal Division, Attention Mr. Robert L. Keuch, dated
August 2%, 1978, captioned as above.

i

APFROVED ~ " Adm. Berd, Tamal Cotris
'\A‘\,- 5 Firact Crin~. v, }fihn I‘R:' In;p )
Hractor e~ rr ! ‘ gm
Asmoc.Dir, T A

Assoc, Dir, mem, AN A o, c T e

Dep. AD Adm. RSN O S AU SRR S N 1 AR

Dep. AD lnv. T T
Asst, Dir.: Ol/

Adm. Servs. /,\’F——'_—_‘

Crim. Inv.

Ident,

Intell.

Laboratory

Legal Coun.

Plan. & Insp. . ES 4G .

Rec. Mgnt. (\\ Yl ~

Tech. Servs. %ﬂ\‘\\%m ’ W

Training
Pu:alic Affs, Off. é - - f f \
Telephone Rm. . (2,//7 LSRN 7 v }/ I
Director's Sec’y ——  MAIL ROOM HELQSUREJ " P 1/ - T reioos
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OPT/ONAL FORM NO, 10 e > X
JULY 1973 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101.11.6 | . - % P
UNITED STATES GOQ{NMENT ‘ l( )
Memorandum

d_ - DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) DATE: 8/31/78
} ATTENTION : ‘G@NGRESSIONAL—-INQ%UNIT
~RECORDS MANAGEMENT=DILY ST ON

FROM R
SAC, ST. LOUIS (62-5097)
SUBJECT: ¢ &HOUSE )USE_SELECT COMMITTEE

ity

. ON ASSASSINATIONS . (HSCA)
N _ADofo
Re Bureau teletype to St. Louis 8/31/78.
Enclosed for FBIHQ are Xeroxed copies of serials and

1As contained in St. Louis file 76-4797 captioned, "JOHN LARRY
RAY; EFP; 00: St. Louis".

:A"TJ (S Gl 5008
~~~~~ Ny o )
S %\\m\:%\n.,-__«,‘:§g)ﬁm,_ﬁﬁm\§4 % D/‘Q‘ [
¥ M (V.
. (}Z/

%‘x
a&“& M
("2 - Bureau (Enc. 30) Jjﬂ

2 - St. Louis (1 -~ 76-4797)
(1 - 62-5097) REC-124

CJC/sfm/lsn e poer w'mfucg
(4) ' )

:”‘."T [ ﬂg‘\/’é SN
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pl o 9 .,

_ NwW ﬁw‘ 15 978 \ M -
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P N
~ .. Assoc¥DIr,
Dep. AD Adm.

}, K Dep.ADInv, — |
; Asst, Dir.: ¥

¢ Adm. Sefv. >
s10ge2 |8hec78 18 Ll,?z Crim v,
{  ldent,
EWﬂk teil.
00 He CEDERAT BUREAL e
OF I‘iif-mésm CTION Lenal Cou?‘l/.
DE S1I CQHNUMCN'QR Pian. & Insp. 7
= . Rec. Mant. U=~
M Ta~h. Servs,
0 1212367 aUe 78 7 : Training
: Publiz Affs. Off,
Telephone Rm.

/{(62-2567) ™. Directoris Sec’y

M SPRINGFIE

TO DIRTCIMOR_IKKFRIATE

ﬁ’CLAQ
HOUST SILECT COMMITTIER OH AScx’-\SSI (AT IOUS (HECA).

R% SPRIWGFIXLD TELETYPT TO EUREAU AUGUST 1%, 197%,

0% AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 1£:55AM, CDST, CAPTAINL JORW LIGHT,
ALTON, ILLINOIS POLICE DEPARTMENT, ADVISTD JERRY RAY AUD NEWSNMAN
JOHY AURILE (PHONETIC), XSD-TV, ST, LOUIS, NMISSOURI, WERE IN THE
ALTC:l, ILLINOIS POLICE DEPARTMENT AT -APPROXIMATFLY 19«:4@&?‘1,. TODAY

FOR A DURATION OF EIGHT MINUTES. ACCORDING TO CAPTAIF LIGHT,

CONTRARY TO ‘PPlGR INFORMATION, THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WAS FOR

JERPY RAY TO DENY ANY INVOLVEMZHT IH THE EANY RCEFEFRY OF THE EAJK | /,’
OF ALTOY I¥ 1S967. RAY RFQUESTFD TQ TAKE A PQLYGRAPH TO CLTAR Hlb/\/J
MAME, INDICATING THAT HE HAD PETN A& SUSPEICT ALOHG WITH HIS FRCTHER

JAMTS EARL RAY. CAPTAIN LIGHT IRF OR?’EBDEJF‘%? "’{-\Y THAT HE "{-‘f,g. T //&Y
A SUSPTCT AUD ANY INDICATIONS THAT JERRY RA “{k’-? I” OLV D 1 TH:L

e e . 11 AUG 29 1978

L) . — St

LT
I s ek .Ls) Lare dmanm s 2
L

..h_a\,\mm_ iy

- R WO~ g o
57SEP 131978 lfetf
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PAGE TWO SI 62-2567 UKCLAS

EANK ROEBERY WITH JAMES EARL RAY VWERE [HOT FURNISHID TO THE HEwWS
MTPIA THROUGH THE ALTCN, ILLINQIS PCLICE DXPARTNMENT. CAPTAIN LIGHT
FURTHFR STATRED THAT AFOL AND RAY HAD PREVIQUSLY EFYYN TO THR EAUY

CKF ALTOQ: FARLIZR ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 12, 1978, THE PURPOSE

OF THE VISIT TO THE PANX waS FOR JERRY RAY TO DETERMINZT IF au
CURRET EM#LOYEES HAD BEE{ EMPLOYED BY THE EANK IN 1967. IW

ADT ITION, RAY WANTED TO DETERMINE IF AHRY ZMPLOYRES COULD IDERTIFY
HIM AS OX% OF THE PARTICIPANTS IK THE EAMNK RCERERY; HOWZVER, RAY
WAS ADVISED TO THEX CONIRARY. :

CAPTAIY LIGHT HNOTED THAT JOHN AIRILY IS DOING A SFRIES QF HEWS
REPORTS INVOLVING JERRY RAY AND JAMES EARL RAY, AKND THE PURPCSE QF
THE VISIT TO THE ALTON AREA WAS A CONTINUING RXPOSE FEING COHDUCTRD
EY AURILE, |
BT
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i S { Assoc. prr, ?
Rep. DA W
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. ~ Dep. AD [py, ——
Asst, Dir.: —_—
Adm, Sefg—————
Crim, Iny, ————
| 7 2 Idon,  ——
intgl), — /

L’

IS A "' :
. BAus 70 ii/
SLOGL T 2202 106 A ED Laboratory
I'E:".‘Zif: < VREAU i3l Coun. 337 ‘J_L
: v ATION Plan, & tnsp,
Rec. Mgnt. LZL’“

" " CD?‘HJI& L}1 LuS SECTIOR
Tech. Servg
- Tram,ng —_—

DE SL Public Atfs, 65—
- Telephone ppy, —~——— ‘
1

R £81904Z AUG 78 Directons Seqry—
FM ST, LOUIS (82-5897) * ‘

., | /VA‘;’
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE @éK\J,&

—_—

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0O
%us&: SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).
FOR THE INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, OT IS KING GREIF, JR.

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ST, LOUIS FBI OFFICE AUGUST 7, 1978,

STAT ING THAT HE WAS CONTACTED ON AUGUST 7, 1978, BY RUSSELL BYERS, ,

BYERS HAD WITH HIM A COPY OF A "FBI MEMO WHICH HAD PORT IONS

INKED OUT™ AND WHICH MAY BE A COPY OF A MEMORANDUM OF HOWARD C.
COPY SAID THAT BYERS

-

KENNEDY DATED MARCH 19, 1574, BYERS'

CONTACTED SOMEONE AT OK NOVELTY COMPANY IN; LOU}S REGAR,D/}NG
| x’h:? 04 €/ // R 7
UNNAMED INDIVIDUAL. THE UNNAMED IVIDUAL WAS IDENTIFIED BY

‘BYERS AS RICH O °*HARA. THE MEMO FURTHER SAID THAT THE PERSON AT
o

OK NOVELTY VOUCHED FOR O *HARA AS NOT BEING A "SNITCH".

GRE IF IDENTIF IED HIMSELF AS TnH};, ’,RER‘SON AT SOEK NOVEL TY~CO NTACTED
~ et ' l«, !

BY BYEi?S' ABOUT O°'HARA. GREIF HAD KNOWN O “HARA THROUGH O' HARA®S

‘/F mS
v il \fj WV

A T

HE coday i L“UH:L":Z;-S::-LljS P ce 4" .

J'“*”Amw Y Q)‘ "7‘,!': | i k‘

ity i

26 SEP 191978 |
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%AGE TWO SL 62-5097 UNCLAS.E FT O
PAST OWNERSHIP OF THE PIRATES COVE TAVERN, IN WHICH OK NOVELTY
HAD A VENDING MACHINE, GREIF SAID THAT BYERS WAS TRYING TO
;DENTIFY THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION IN THE SAME MEMO WHO
REFERRED TO BYERS AS "A VERY TREACHEROUS GUY". GREIF SAID HE TOLD
BYERS HE COULD NOT IDENTIFY WHO MAY HAVE CHARACTER IZED BYERS IN
THAT MANNER. GREIF SAID HE HAD ABSOL UTELY NO KNOWLEDGE OF BYERS
POSSIBLE CONNECTION IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR. BUI WANTED TO NOTIFY THE FBI OF BYERS CONTACT WITH HIM,

GREIF IS THE OWNER OF OK NOVELTY COMPANY, A ST, LOUIS
VEND ING MACHINE COMPANY. GREIF IS FORMER SL 3549-PCI OPERATED FROM
AUGUST 21, 1975 TO MARCH 3, 1977, BUFILE 137-43581, ST, LOUIS FILE
137-16523, A REVIEW OF SL 137-16523 FAILS TO REFLECT ANY
REFERENCE TO DR. KING'S ASSASSINAT ION OR RUSSELL BYERS.,
BT
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L i Assoe. i,
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DE SL , ) M’“ﬁ“’
AUG?B ‘ ident.
R 1620272 AUG 78 i 4 lﬁ]z el ,
CEIVED Laboratory I
4 EEDERAL- / N1
FM ST. LOUIS (62-5897) P mveéﬂ;’ﬁ-‘f b | Legal Coun _ 7
COHHUMGATIDNS SECTION Rec. Mgnt. VI
FM DIRECTOR (62-117298) ROUTINE Tech. Servs, ¥____
Tralning
blic Affs, OFf.
BT TZ?epgonesRm. D
. Directoris Sec'y
UNCLAS EFTO

@JUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).
RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, AUGUST 8, 15978, AND BUREAU
TELEPHONE CALL FROM Spa TRON W. BREKKE TO ST, LOUIS, AUGUST l4,
1978,
IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL ST, LOUIS WAS ADVISED THAT BASED
ON A FOIA REQUEST, HOWARD €. KENNEDY'S MEMORANDUM DATED MARCH 19,
1974, AT ST, LOUIS, MO., WAS DISSEMINATED WITH PORTIONS DELETED.
AL S0, THAT PAGE TyO OF THE MEMORANDUM REFERRING TO OK NOVELTY AND
"SNITCH" HAD BEEN DELETED IN ITS ENTIRETY.

TO DETERMINE EXACTLY WHAT OTIS KING GREIF, JR. SAW IN THE

ek

SEVERAL PAGES OF MATERIAL. GREIF ONLY READ THE PART ?F HE

POSSESSION OF RUSSELL BYERS ON AUGUST 978, ST. LO’U‘I 3 >

,‘yw"

RECONTACTED GREIF ON AUGUST 15, 1978, “STATED THAT B'YERS HAD

s

=3/

S NN e e

W Lhr: ¢ WTLCE

11 AUG 29 1978 |
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PAéEﬁ}QETSL €2-5897 UNCLAS E F T O
MATERIAL WHICH CONCERNED BYERS BEING DESCRIBED AS TREACHEROUS.,
GREIF SAID THAT HE (GREIF) HAD BEEN ASKED BY BYERS ABOUT RICH
O"HARA SEVERAL YEARS AGO, BUT HE HAD NOT SEEN ANY REFERENCE ABOUT
THAT IN THE MATER IAL IN BYERS' POSSESSION., GREIF SAID THAT HE DID
NOT SEE ANY REFERENCE TO OK NOVELTY OR "SNITCH"™ IN THE MATERIAL.
GREIF SAID HE WOULD CONTACT THE FBI SHOULD BYERS CONTACT HIM
AGAIN,

ST. LOUIS FURTHER DETERMINED THAT NO DISSEMINATION yAS MADE
BY THE ST, LOUIS OFFICE UNDER A FOIA REQUEST CONCERNING THE
KENNEDY MEMORAND (M, MARCH 19, 1974,
BT
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Assistant Abttorney General - - August 25, 1978
Criminal Division o SEDERAL GOVERNMENT ’
Attention:v Ir. Robert L. Keuch 1 - Legal Counsel Division
Director, FBI Attn: Mr. Heller
: 1l - Mr. Balley
)

C: 1l - Mr. Foster
HQH_SE_SELEGE‘CO’METEE.QJ«ASSASSINA“IOHS

U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference is made to lebtter to the Attorney General
from G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, dated
February 15, 1978, and letter to lir. Blakey from Robert L.
?eggh Special COunoel to the Attorney General, dated June 28,

9

Referenced letter to the Attorney General requested
certaln flles and materials in connection with the HSCA's
investigation into the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
The FBI responded to all items in thls letter except Item 4,
which requested the Y1974 Petersen Report on COINTELPRO".

Referenced letter from Mr. Keuch to Mr. Blakey dated
June 28, 1978, .enclosed a copy of the 1974 Petersén report on
COINTELPRO but omitted the report's classifled appendilces.
The letter advised that the appendlces relating only to
thite and Black Hate Groups were belng processed separately
by the FBI.

PEAILED 6
AUS 28 (373 |

i This letter is to confirm that appendices to the

9784 Petersen report on COINTELPRO, Black Extremists Part 1 and
4, and COINTELPRO, Vhite Hate Part 1 and 2 were reviewed for
Ddlasslification and processed by the FBI for HSCA access. These
documents were delivered to the offilce of Mr. Keuch on August 10,
1978, by a representative of the Congressional Inquiry Unit,
fecordu Management Division, %5 1Headquarters.

| 3

N ga o/ 7270453

nclosures (2)

—Eﬁg .‘/:’ s / RE&ZQW ES AU‘J 30 w73
T '
Assoc. Dir,

Asst. Dir::

Public Affs. Off. ___ '
Telephone Rm. '
Director's Sec'y - MAIL ROOM

o /57 e
Dep. ADAdn.___NOTE: Appendices involved are Eo&r,vplumes containing summaries
Dep. ADlv. —of our COINTELPRO actions » }aﬁinvjte White and Black Hate
Adm. Sevs._____GrOUPS. Summaries were pre areﬁ.in 197& for the Department,

based on a review of our COINTELPiO(f11§§Q and later became
part of the/apggndix to thiﬁgéﬁe en report

Crim. Inv,
Ident.
Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt.
Tech. Servs.
Training

/{ﬁﬂiﬁbg F SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. .

aﬁ” /A

3
e aae o f _
.- 39{&@&&MQ;_jﬁégﬁﬁﬁkgxb$)> <2£2%
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HOUSE SELECT COMITTEL O ASSASSINIATIONS .
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) !

¥r. Heuech furnished a copy of his letter to lir. Blakey,
and requested, since the FBI was 1in possession of coples of
the appendices, that we revieyw them for appropriate classi-
ficatlion and process them for ISCA access,

Documents have been reviewed and classlfied by
a representative of the Projeets Unit, Document Classification
and Review Zection, and processed for HSCA access by the
Congreassional Inquiry Unlt. Since these are Department documents,
the Dopartment 1111l handle delivery to the HESCA and it is only
neceggsary for us to confirm delivery of the documents to the
Pepartment.

wene | Ade.Serv, Legal Coun. , ‘
APPROVED: Crim. Inv. Plan.&lnsp. o7 ) v
M Director N Rec. Mant. 77" ¢y "WAv =
o A;:r; Dir "‘}‘ st Tech. Servs v
tor AD AR Wl Training

- Laturatary Public Aifs.Off. _ _

£ op AD Inv.
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- + Ee . LOUIS STOKES, OHIO, cwu' - -

fsMARQSON l’“EYE” NC, SAMUE .,IINE. OHIO
WA“'A”(R FAJKTROY e, SYEWART i, MC KINNEY, CONNM. o ’

+  YVONNT QnATHNAITE BURKE, CALIF, CHARLES THOMNY, NTBR,
CHRISTOFHER J. DODD, COMN, HAROLD S, SAWYER, MICH. .
HAROLD £. FORD, TENN, ’ I I
LOYD 3. FiTsiN, IND, Select Committee on sgagginations
ROBERT W. EDGAR, PA.

(202) 2254524 U.S. Wouge of Repregentatibes
3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2 -

-

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

February 15, 1978

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20530

Attention: Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Criminal Division . '

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the investigation by this Committee
into the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., it is requested
that the FBI deliver to the Committee the following files
and materials: S

1. Washington Spring Project file for the period
September 1, 1967 through May 31, 1968.

2. FBI Manuals of Instruction (MOI) in use during
1962 - 1968.

3. Personal file of William Sullivan.

‘leff- [?4. 1874 Petersen Report on COINTELPRO
Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly
appreciated.
Respectfully,
7 Mt (Bl
G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel and Director:
Cozarn | r-w»:.-% Weree b |
GRB:med \__‘ AL
© [DEPARTIENT OF JUSTIGE | K
cc: Danny Coulson g%
1Y FEB 21 1978 |p<
0.B.0.1 e
RIRCNEN D
ENCLUSUE, T

/al ’// 75« /f)“‘ //{’9
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Offire pf the Attornep General
Washington, 0. @. 20330

. g 28 918 .

Professor G. Robert Blakey .
Chicf Counsel and Dircctor

Select Committee on Assassinations
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Professor Blakey:

This is in response to the request set forth
as item 4 in your letter of February 15, 1978.
Enclosed 418 a copy of the 1974 Petersen report on
COINTELPRO.

In accordance with discussions previously
had with members of your staff, the classified
appendices to this report have not been forwarded.
Additionally, appendices A through E are being
processed separately by the FBI and they are only
processing those appendices relating to white hate
groups and black hate groups.

Very truly yours,

. : ﬁ(z /74

ol I L f&ho——u

cc: R d Robert L. Keu
cﬁsgzos Special Counsel\o
¥r. Xeueh o~ the Attorney Ceneral

-

RIL.K:8m

‘RL“U@HA! t

1) S~
B — 7 0 i /?/
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Asslstant Attorney General August 25, 1978
, Criminal Division - i
/  Attention: HNr. Robert L. Keuch L b e

/// Director, FBI FEDERAT: GOVERNMENT 1 -~ Mr. Floyd Hannon

- Office of Professional
C;{OUSE_.SLELECT'(CQLIMIT_TEE‘OliI ASSASSINATIONS | _ ﬁi?pggﬁg;”ty
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) ~ 1 _ o’ posioy
1 -~ Mr. Busching

Reference 1is made to letter to the Attorney General
from G. Robert Blakey, Chlef Counsel and Director, HSCA, dated
July 24, 1978, whieh, in connection with the HSCA's investi-
gation into the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
requested delivery of certalin information in FBI files.

Enclosed are an original and one copy of a memorandum
responding to the above request. It is requested that you
furnish a copy of the enclosed memorandum to the HSCA.

Enclosures (2)

6?—117290
N R . "
€ Hop:pem (8) i
/ .
NOTE: Information provided regarding Gary Thomas Roweggas -
coordinated with Floyd Hannon, Office of Professional -

Responsibility, FBI Headquarters, Michael Shaheen, U. S.
Department of Justice (USDJ), and Robert L. Keuch, Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, USDJ.

—TAILED © REG-Z4.
A oo { ] SERSAAT MO

Assoc. Dir. 7@ L " . ;\_ . ‘

Eh— | et B ERRIRR ma AUG 20 17
Asst, Dir:: . " ’

. Servs, - ,’.’}A | '5{! -

(A:f::l S|nv.s / ‘dg“a S{A S ‘" EH P ] [ EC—

Ident. o

Intell. -

Laboratory

egal Loun, ! “’e,

lf-’l:n.lgln:p. £ / L;}\“\'

Rec. Mgnt. ;‘) *

Tech. Servs. K —

Troininsg ‘\\Q / ] /l&s \
el gl Off, ) 1L 4 g

A o r\>%Fh3 ‘ N Ty

Secy - £ TMAIL ROOM (LA  + A\ \ Vo Foioos
1d: ' BN AU \
5994 Docid:32989738 Palys 111 7 NN | ™
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- Mr. Mintz
Attn: Mr. Heller
- Mr. Floyd Hannon
Office of Professional Responsibility
~ Mr. Bailey
— Mr. Foster
-~ Mr. Busching fugust 25, 1978

| HOUS E SELECT COIZTITTIEE QI ASSASSTHATIONS
| U. S. TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

R

Reference 1s made to letber to the Attorney General
from G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Direchtor, HSCA, dated
July 24, 1978, which, in connection with the HSCA's Investi~
ration into the assassination of lMartin Iuther Xing, Jr.,
raquested dellvery of certain information in FBI files.

| ith reppeet o Item 1, inforrablon reparding
Gary Thomas Rowelfor the period Januarys 1967, through
%ecemb§r, 1968, is avallable for review at FBI Ilicadguarbers
I'BIEQ

ith respect To Ifen 2, information requested re-
parding the three noted banl robberies is available for review
at TBIHQ. It is nobted with respect to Sprinpgfield Field Offlice
file regording the robbery at Lebanon Trust and Savings
Corporation on Oetober 31, 1969, that serials not forwsrded
were incorporated inbo other larper volume serials. Tor
example, when a banl robbery report is prepared, it consists
primarily of previous serlals that are incorporatea into a
rore cohesive report, All serials, of course, upon request,
are gvailable for review.

This letter completes our response to request of
July 24, 1978.

62-117290
ROB it (8)

ORIGINAL AND ONE SENT TO THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CRIMINAL DIVISION, ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH.
Mo i NOTE: See Director, FBI, letter to Assistant Attorney General,
Dep. AD Inv. Criminal Division, Attention Mr. Robert L. Keuch, dated

Aash Dir: August 25, 1978, captioned as above.
Crim: Inv.
Ident.
Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun. '
Plan. & Insp. - -
Rec. Mgnt. é - “ tJ -
Tech. Servs. Q\,\‘\\\& \o g@ww 1 }Z f} -
Training JNN
Public Affs. Off, ___
Telephone Rm. !
Director’s Sec’y MAIL ROOM (3 FB1/D0J }.
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TER £, PATROY, D.C. SOV B, ANtremgim, SLL,

. YVONeNE BRATIOWAITE BURKE, CALIT,  STEWAWT = MC KINNLY, COMN. - - {
ENRISTOPHIR 2. DODD, CONN, CHARLY L, NIDR, r, ad qg., 6
iove . 5 ters, mon elect Committee on Asxagsinations l
oo . . »

¢ S (07) 225-s824 U.H. FHouse of Bepresentatives

2 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2 ; -

WASHINGTON,. D.C. 203515

July 24, 1978 .

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the investigation by this Committee
into the circumstances surrounding the death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., the assistance of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation is requested in regard to the following:

/V{ Prepare for access the Headquarters and Field
Office informant subfiles on Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.,
who was publicly identified as an investigative
informant for the Bureau in Birmingham, Alabama.
These requested files, however, should be limited ,
to the period 1/1967 through 12/1968. ’

Prepare for access the Headquarters Bank Robbery
file for the following:

/z’ Godfrey State Bank
/)f' 1st National Bank of Bunker Hill
/gf' Lebanon Trust and Sav1ngs

Addltionally, it is requested that the volume of
the Springfield Field Office Bank Robbery File
pertaining to the Lebanon Trust and Savings
robbery (10/31/69) be prepared in conjunction
with the Headquarters file.

Gy 7290 — ) f
[;&L@*Tum»

. . .
[0 1 . . L
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o As always,'your‘bohtinued cooperation is greatly .
f;: appreciated. - . - 3

. Sincerely,

G. Robert Blakey
A Chief Counsel and Director

: GRB:ghd

Cc: Ron Heller
- J. Aldhizer - : -

- ’ -~ - e
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a-30-74 ) ! UNCLAS EF T O _ } | ROUTINE

- FOBYTIRR METIDE HQ d00kY 243s5ATYETR 30LL1LYZ AUG 78

M_DIRECTOR FBI {b2-117290%

(fljv_TO FBI MEMPHIS ROUTINE
_BT

_UNCLAS EF T O
_HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS {HISCAZY
HSCA REQUESTED. BY LETTER DATED AUGUST 23. 1A78. THAT ALL

_._<__.. - _,_,.,..,_.-.‘_‘_._..,'

_THROUGH MAY 31+ 19k&. BE PROVIDED.
“i_ MEMPHIS IS REQUESTED TO SEARCH INDICES FOR ALL FILES-AND
__REFERENCES PERTAINING TO THE STUDENT NON-VIOLENT CO-ORDINATING
-1 COMMITTEE {SNCCY} FOR THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PERIOD. ANY MATERIAL
_LOCATED PERTAINING TO THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE DUPLICATED AND ONE
..COPY FURNISHED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS. ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL

~INQUIRY UNIT- RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION. BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS

W“SEPTEMBER L. L578.
|
veTY

“J(@,/ J)ﬂ/iﬂ@( &;ﬁg'm;a:ﬁ?ﬁ {2 8-30-78 4384 . 3ka3
1 - LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION

a8 o - 7172292 " N3¢,
f{ATTN: MR. HELLER?}

1L - MR. W. L. BAILEY | REC, 67 5 SEP 6 1978
1 - MR. FOSTER S Sohe
. ’ i ____,Mﬂ@]

N omeT l/ cooa b

v
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" 436 (hat, 3247 * ‘ \ : ‘ ' " -
. . o FBiI

I
|
{
TRANSMIT VIA: . PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: !
[ Teletype [ Immediate ] TOP SECRET :
[ Facsimile [ Priority [ SECRET |
By —Airtel ] Routine [} CONFIDENTIAL ]
[JEFTO :
] CLEAR !
|
Dat 9/1/78 ;
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
@‘) RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (66-2197) (P)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis 8/30/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six items containing
information regarding ANDREW J, YOUNG.

A search of indices and review of pertinent files
revealed the following serials from Memphis files contain
information regarding ANDREW J, YOUNG, for the period 3/1

6/1/68. .
3l .//'/)f
vl Item 1 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 96 from //
7 Memphis file 100-4105 entitled s
y/”__‘, "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; SM - C"
D
%;—/ Item 2 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 95 of
LE Memphis file 100-4105 entitled
- "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,; SM - C"
Y <= Item 3 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 201 of
: ST Memphis file 157-166 captioned
S "COMINFIL OF SCLC; IS - C"
| ,g g_ Item 4 - T"no Xerox copies of Serial 263 of
); Memphis file 157-166 captioned
Y  LIRAMRAIN i"COMIl{I‘%‘%L OF SCLC; IS - C"
. 0s "
f @Bureau (Encs. 6) f.ﬂm- l %
2-Memphis v SECRET MATERIAL AT A

BFJ:wp ﬁaygﬂj ? ﬂ»g‘g“g‘ ( ) . /)c,).’i Y T — /\3 Z
(4) L.t Vg ’
o
T iC Qgg’ © SEP 5 wm
Blwr o v S —
P 71) |f“ oo - 4 y
\ Approved: Transmitted — PR |
) umber; ime FB1/DOJ
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NE 66-2197

Item 5 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 265 of
Memphis file 157-166 captioned
"COMINFIL OF SCLC; IS - C"

Item 6 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 11 of
Memphis file 157-1168 captioned
"RACIAL SITUATION - MEMNPHIS;
RACIAL MATTERS."

In addition to above serials, there was one reference
on name ANDREVW J, YOUNG listed for lMemphis file 44-~1987-Sub-A,
serial 1, page 58, This is the IURKIN case, Bufile 44-38861.
Sub A is the report section of this file. The Memphis file is
currently at the Bureau. The Bureau is therefore requested to
reproduce this serial,

2%
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X Airtel
9/1/78
TO: DIRICTOR, FBI (G2~117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
FROM; SAC, MENPHIS (86-2197) (P)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEL ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

Re Bureau tclephonc call to Memphis 8/30/78.

Encloscd for the Bureau are six items containing
information regarding ANDREW J, YOUNG,

A secarch of indices and review of pertinent files
revealed the following serials from Memphis files contain

éﬁiﬁggation regarding ANDREW J, YOUNG, for the period 3/1/68 -

]

Item 1 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 96 from
Memphis f£ile 100-4105 catitled

"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; SM - C¥
Item 2 - Two Xcrox copies of Serial 95 of

Memphis file 100~4105 entitled

"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,; SM - CV

Item 3

Two Xeroz coplces of Sorial 201 of
Memphis filc 157-166 captioned
"COMINFIL OF SCLC; IS - C"

Item 4 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 263 of
lfemphis filc 157-16C captioned
"COMINFIL OF SCIL; IS - C¥

2-Burcau (Tnecs. 6)

2-Memphis e SECRET MATERIAL ATTACHED
(4) fr 5UEE
-

el

-1 [ e - Vo
@b&‘) 2 - o ) i _ R - ] :
[

. P . e
°3 D X, A ~ \:&/
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HE 66-2197

Item 5 - Two Xerox copies of Serial 265 of
Memphis file 157-166 captioned
"COMINFIL OF SCLC; IS - C™

Item 6 -~ Two Xerox copies of Serial 11 of
Memphis file 157-1168 captioned
Y"RACIAL SITUATION - MNEMPHIS;
RACIAL MATTERS,"

In addition to above serials, there was one reference
on name ANDREW J, YOUNG listed for Memphis file 44-1987-Sub-A,
serial 1, page 58, . This is the MURKIN case, Bufile 44-38861,
Sub A is the report scction of this file., Tho Memphis file is
currently at the Burean, The Bureau is therefore requested to
reproduce this serial.

i

by

Gl
[

P T

2%
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T7eT Juve & 5288 ILITY
o omsa e (5 CER) 01-118

C ¥ TED STATES GOV 4ENT . ¢ \‘ ® - - .
T Memorandum -

10, " - DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) DATE:  I/5 /68
(v o ~>
r;;?/}/) { I}‘EM SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) S Em C Py oo
i . WA
SUBJECT:, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
© SM-C
(00:AT)

Re NY teletypes 4/4,5/68.
: There are enclosed for the Bureau 11 copies of a
. Letterhead Memorandum (LIM) containing information from
’ ) Mp’on 4/k 5/68, about the reaction of STANLEY LEVISON,
: V&B /HARRY VACHTEL and BARRY BELAFONTE to the assassination of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. §§5

% .

i 3-Bureau §100~106670) (Encls. 11) (RM)
2 (1-157-8428) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT)
| 3-Atlanta (100-5586) (Encls. 3) (RM)
) €1~1oo—5718 COMINFIL SCLC)
: L(1-157- WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT)
Ghlemphis (1004755 )- (Encis PBY YRM).

2-Washington Field (100- - ) (Encls. 2) (RM)

{(1-157- ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) A\
1-New York (100-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) (41)
1-New York (100-148289) (HARRY WACHTEL gulg

ST

1-New York (100-73250 CLARENCE JONES 4 q\ o .
1-New York 100-&67292 gBAYARD RUSTTHN) ASINY
1-New York (100-111604) {HARRY BELAFONTE)
1-New York (157-2052 (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT). (43)
1-New York (100-153735) (CIRM) (41)
1-New York 1oo-1u21§u) £O¥INFIL scLe) (b))
1-New York (100-136535 1 : ) Y Y
it 005 =2
&6 8 4 SR, . 4
_ﬁwﬁiﬁjﬁ . ' ! SERAL }‘[AL——%?“’U\
i Afsnn -~ ‘cﬁw . R SR ‘
P N M"‘\’""f;?}"f.f':,“‘ A " , FRU~MEME e |
N R === 7
L s TN T ) |
Vit L W”\ 3 b v
; v - P8 3 e [4
AR TR
'{-é,l', >
iy o ot s B CRET
' et Buy U.S. Savings Bouds Rggﬂlﬂi'lj on the Payrell Savings Rl N2 YR 5, |
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- kN . Ny
NY 100-136585 o &N fa?f ?z»

£ . -

- T The sources used in this LHM are: %é/\}'
\,W m S 7 STANLEY LEVISON and |
] L o HARRY BELAFONTE

CLARENCE JONES r 39 W
SA JOHN WALSH, dated

HARRY WACHTEL %{j e
7/19/59, at WRO : i :
Re' “NLG is-¢t . . ' U

AN
BAYARD RUSTIN @

This LEM is classified "SECRET" because it contains
information fron a source engaged in furnishing
information about racial matters in the US and Communi. s’c
influence therein. It also is classifiéd "SECREL Lecsa;
it contains a2 concentration of information fro o
the characterization of STANLEY Lﬁ,VISuN @ g

“Anonymous Source
of WFO, WFO Report of

1
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V? UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

New York, New York
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“Martin Luther King, Jr. '
‘Security Matter -~ C

A confidential goureée, who has furnished reliable
information in the past djg) sed on April 4, , that on

that night, following Ahe Assassination of Mdrtin Luther King,
Jr., President of th 29 thern Christian ladership Conference
(scLc), stanley LevdAsor and Harry Wachtel and Stanley Levison
and Harry Bélafonte neld sevérgl discussions on what they should
do. ~ It was TAitially agreed by Levison and Wachtel that they
should go ¥0 Memphis that night so they could be of assistance
there. achtel told Levison that he had been called by Bayard
o in turn, had been called by Jim Lemson (SCLC
representative in Memphis, Tennessee) and said they were trying
to get all kinds of civil rights leaders‘gign there (Memphis)

; (VG

to keep things from breaking wide open.

During their discussions, Levison told Wachtel that
he felt they should go to Memphis because he thought there
would te a whole series of perplexing guestions which the (SCLC)
staff would be faced with and that he and Wechtel could make
a contribution. TLevison said he meant {questions such as)
should they go on-with "this march" (the Memphis march scheduled
for April 8, 1968) and should they go on with "the Washington
thing" (the Poor People's Campaign in Washington, D.C. <} e
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"Martin Iuther King, Jr..

Wachtel secure& plane reservations for six persons,
to fly to Memphis the night of April 4, 1968:. WacHtel felt that
he and his wife, Stanley Levison, Clarence Jonesg/Harry Belafonte
and possibly Bayard Rustin would make~chne Trip. g e
Lev1son preferred not to have Rustin present at any
meeting they might have (in Memphis) because he, believed the
rest of the (SCLC) staff would feel hostile. w -

Thoreafter, Leyison and Wachtel be egan to doubt the
wisdom of going to Mempliis that night since they could not
hold any important difcussions or make any important decisions.

. Wachtel noted that the most important thing they would try -

to do is not to h#Zve violence in King's name. He indicated
that Andrew Young, Executive Vice President of the SCLC, has
takeni That approach. Levison stated thig is not the kind of
approach he would have taken, that he did not mean to tell
them not to be calm or to urge them into violence, but that
he feels the point they should be making is, what kind of
system is it that produces such a thing (King's death) when
he sterts to fight for.the lowly, like the garbage men. Lev1scn
said that in other words he thought ' we e got to be angry"
Levison added that Andrew Younggzgz{pro ably. thinking that thcre
ng
Wi

are & great many Negroes who are e} get hySoerncal and
go out and get themselves shotl

Levison subsequeigzg/told Harry Belafonte that he
had talked with Jesse JacksoOn, an SCLC official, who told him
not to come to Memphis. Levison and Belafonte aﬁreed to fly

to Atlanta at 11:30 AM on Friday, April 5, 1968. ' Levison told
Belafonte to make the reservations for the two of them and_to .
let Harry Wachtel and the others worry sbout themselves. g&j\ha

On April 5, 1968, the same source learned that
Andrew Young contacted Stanley Levison on that date. They
discussed King's successor and agreed that Ralph (Abernathy,
an SCLC ofilclal) vias the only logical choice. Young stated
that thcy were g01nv to call & press conference on the morning
of April 5, 1968 "To sort of straighten things out" and to
announce the 83bubll$hmenb of the Martin Imther King Fund to
perpetuate his memory. Young noted that_Senator Robert Kennedy
had put his . plane at theilr disposal. Q;é}&&
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Mertin Luther King, Jr.

Young and Levison agreed to meet at the (Kin
house in Atlanta around 1:30 PM e -

A confidential source, who has furnish
reliable information in the past, adylsed
" on April, 1964, that Stanley Levisow was
<30 #member of thé Communist Party, .
E nited States_of America (CP,USA), in
July, 1963. [In late 1963 and early 1964,
he criticized the CP for not being
| . sufficiently militant in the civil rights
| struggle. Levison was descrlbed by certain
S _CP leaders as being to the "left" of the CP
:in his position on civil rights. His
differences with the CP, however, are merely
tactical and he continues his ideclogical
adherence to Communism. ? )

Harry Wachtel is the Eyecutlve Vice Prgsident
of the Gandhi Society for Human Righif, New
York, New York.

A confidential source, vwho has furnished
reliable information in the past, furnished

H. Wachtel, 41 Broad Street, New York,
New York, was on a list of 1nd1v1dua1s
. carried as active members of the National
; ‘ ] Lawyers Guild.

; . A characterization of the National Lawyers
; Guild isattached hereto.

-On March 5, 1944, another confidential
source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, furnished
information which revealed that the name
Harry Wachtel was on a list of names,
significance notv known, which was .
maintained at the Headquarters of the
Kings County Communist Party (CP) at

26 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York.

r—*“— Porey PR UUIRINIT YO USRI SPPOLTE DVRNGUES ST p FURRY o

NW 559@4 BDocld: 32‘98‘9?38 Page 125

~~——7dnformation in December, 1949, that Harry—- - e o oo




. . . . P ™
"~ < . »
PN . . . L .

. . . LA .

B - » d 3

. - . -~

2 . - . .
- . . “ 4
’
M .. . -

Logppert N

Martin ILuther King, Jr..

i Regarding Harry Wachtel's wife, Leonora,Lud{A{f(
7 . it is noted that the same confidential —
source furnished information on March 5,
1944, which revealed that her name and
address wvere on a list of names of newly
" elected officers of/the Bath Beach Club
of the Kings Counkty CP. o

With respect 36 the Gandhi Society for

Human Rights{ it is To be Tioteg that This
organizaltion is an adjunct of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), of
Wwhich Martin Luther King, Jr. is the president,
ané serves to pdise funds for the SCLC. :

¥day Evening Post", issue of

, 1964, page 76, Bayard '
Rustin/is the subject of a~I&ature
article captioned: "The Lone Wolf of _
Civil Rights." 1In it, Rustin is said to
have come to New York in 1938, as an organizer
for the Young Communist League (YCL),

b ) _and as such, he had the job of recruiting

3 i - students for the "Party". Furthermore,

E the article reports that during his first.

years in New York, Rustin gave most of his

earnings to the "Party." He reportedly
| . left the "Party" in 1941, the article
‘ - . states. \

i

S The YCI has been designated pursusnt to
' " ° " "Executive Order 10450, : :

The "Daily Worker!", February 11, 1957, page 1,
column 2, reported that Bayard Rustin,

- Executive Secretary, War Resisters League,
vas an observer at the 16th National Convention
of the Communist Party, United States of America,
(CP,USA), held in New York City, on February 9-11,
1957. -

SrRReT
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The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist
publication until it ceased publication on

- January 13, 1958,

-

A confidential source, vho has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised
on September 25, 1963, that during a
meeting of the National Board, CP,USA,

on that date, Benjamin J. DaV1s remarked,
that, Rustln calls me constantly -~

op enly (ﬁf\ (VY :

Anotner confidential source, who has

_furnished reliable information in the .

past, advised on February 19, 20, 1964,
that Bayard Rustin cont actea BenJamln )

J. Davis on those dates and sought his

advice as to how he could escape .from g
speaking engagement to which he was
comnitted. On the latter contact,

Davis told Rustin that he was working
on his reqguest and had contacted friends

. who had contacts with the group to which
Rustln was Lo speak aY)

e —— 8 rt-w--«

A confldentlal source, who has furnished
reliable ‘information in the past, advised

on January 21, 1964, that as of that date,

Benjamin J. Dav1s was National Secretary
of the CP,USA.

"The New York Times", August 24, 1964,"
page 27, ‘column 4, reports that Benjamin

. d. Dav1s, National Secretary, CP, USA,

died in New York City on the nlght of
August 22, 1964,

Clarence Jones is the General Counsel to
the Gandhi Society for Human Rights,
15 East 40th Street ‘New York, New York

A confldentldl source, who has furnluhed Lo
reliable information in the past, advised @g
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Martin Iuther King, Jr:

-on February 26, 1957, that he identified a
photograph of Clarence Jones as a person

whom he knew during late 1953, or early _
1954, to be a member of and in a position

of leadership in the Labor Youth League(LYL) .(g)\zv

On October 28, 1958, a confidential source
who has furnished reliable information
in the past, advised that, according

. to Jean Smith, Secretary at CP Headquarters,
- New York City, Harry Belafonte had been

- a member of the Young Commuriist League
{YCL) before coming into prominence as an
entertainer‘<;?§ Q) .

 The LYL has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450, ©
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" Martin Luther King, Jr.

1. . © . APPENDIX

——

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

-

‘The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publicatlons," revised and published as of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the follow1nv ’
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: : S

'"National Lawyers Guild

M1, Cited as a Communlst front. _
(Special Committee on Un-American
. Activities, House Report 1311 on the
CIO Political Action Committee,
March 29, 1944, p. 149, )

"2, Cited as a Communist front which ‘'is
the foremost legal bulwark of the ’

Communist Party, its front organizations,

~and controlled unions'! and which !since
its inception has never failed to rally
Yo the legal defense of the Communist
Party and individual members tneweof,
‘including known espionage agents.

. (Commltree on Un-Awerican Act1v1tles,

--House Report 3123 on the National
Lawyers Guild, Septewber 21, 1950,
originally related Seotember 17, 1950. )

"3, 'To defend the cases of Communwst
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised

making special appeals in behalf of civil .
. liberties and reaching out far beyond the

confines of the Communist Party itself.
Among these organizations are the % # %

. National Lawyers Guild. When the
Communist Party itself is under fire .
-these offer a bulwark of prctection.!
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook
for Americans, S, Doc. 117, April 23,
1956, p. 91.)” . c
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FBI ATLANTA
1:20AM URGENT 4/9/68 ILNG

TO DIRECTCR AND HEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA -

'k\'»\\% %
ASSASSINAT&ON OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, RACIAL MATTERS,

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE, INTERNAL SECURITY - C.

ON APRIL EIGHT INSTANT A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCEWHO HAS FURNISHED
""" RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED AS FOLLGWS:

A NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE (SCLC) . EXECUTIVE ARD MET WITH THE SCLC EXECUTIVE

STAFF IN ATLANTA ON APRYL SIX LAST AND APPROVED THE ._ASSUMPTION
BY RALPH D, AB:R}‘?%T‘I&«— OF THE PRESIDENCY OF SCLC,

W:KOQ&;}‘;;IL SEVEN IfzﬁST ABERNATHY MENTIONED TO SOME SCLC EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEMBERS AND EXECUTIVE STAFF HEMBERS HE WAS AWARE THAT SOME
OF THEM WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH H‘IS' AS PRESIDENT OF SCLC, HE
PLEADED FOR THEIR COOPERATION UNTIL AFTER THE FUNERAL OF MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR, FOLLOWING/THIS, ABERNATHY SAID THEY MIGHT WISH

Mnuu\

. /’::,M-“-»n-m.., :wj‘ \\
TO EFFECT CERTAIN CHANGES (NOT SPECIFIED) IN THE ORS X ZATF%E{KXED (,,4\{'/;
/v 3
e

g@m T 2 N s S e

WYATT T WALKE IORMLA SCLC OFFICIAL, IS CURRhﬁAgy“*w égﬁKFTn

AND uSSIQTING SCLP WITH FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR KIN F&Lﬁﬁmﬂw

ui—v\; 7 E““":"/!}, e

i ¥

If the [fntelligence contained in tze above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it bs suggested that i é’su’ilably

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’ 5 CTH1 Heluy) Iuaxsyv&ds r’/ R
é YA ey o

T
Sl bt s SEAREN /7 - e L

sy -




| AR R < R . = = G A

:' W’ 2 ,?',‘)—280 “{Hav. 6-28-58) n ‘
3 - € PR - 2

T o- - .

A ¢ DECODER COPY >

TRED "

Ty HRZe g
D A 'R e
t,-’ o5y

. | / R
= e ¢ 8 ”
] Radie /[T Teletyses

¥
PAGE TWO ///

/
STANIEY LEVISON AND HARRY VACHTEL! ATTENDED SCLC EXECUTIVE .

G L LRI R it e NS T R,

STAF¥ MEETING HELD IN ATLANTA APRIL FIVE LABT AND REMAINED AT

£
[,

L

SCLC THROUGHOUT APRIL SIX AND SEVEN LAST, LEVISON AND WACHTEL
HAVE PARTICIPATED IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SCLC EXECUTIVE BOARD XMiMBERS
AND EXECUTIVE STAFF MEMBERS,!” PRECISE NATURE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS

NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE.

CORRETTA XING

; ABERNATHY; ANDREV/J., YOUNG4 EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, SCLC; AND

PR o AT G i
SIS

o 3 e
)

WIDCW OE/MARTIN LUTHER KINKG, JR.; RALPH D,

3

R

HOSEA WILLIAMS,/DIRECTOR OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND POLITICAL EDUCATICH

SCLC, CONTEMPLATED DEPARTING ATLANTA SEVEN AM APRIL EIGHT INSTART

VIA CHARTERED PLANE EN ROUTE MEMPHIS, TENN., WHERE MRS, KING AND
ABERNATHY WILL LEAD MARCH OF STRIKING SANITATION WORKERS, B

AS OF THE NIGHT OF APRIL SEVEN LAST MAJORITY OF SCLC EXECUTIVE
STAFF MEMBERS FELT IF PRESIDENT JOHNSON APPEARS AT KING'S FUNDRAL
THIS WILL MERELY BE "POLITICKING" ON THE PRESIDENT'S PART AND SCIC
INTENDS TO GIVEIHIN A "BACK searv, (&) U

A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE VHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFOR-
MATION IN THE PaST ADVISED TN Aperr sixtyrour tHAT rzvisox G
@ misir OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AS OF JULY SIXTYTHRE. (»5)5”” |

A THIRD CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO BAS FURNISHED RILIADLL ‘
INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED IN MARCH FORTYFOUR THE NAME HARTY

WACHTEL WAS ON A LIST OF NAMES MAYNTAINED AT NEATOUARTERR of v (¥ W

| o . . . . , . .

; If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Rurecu, it is suggesied that it be svitabl
| paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. . - :
“ . é’:;\’ !‘d;..\a :."","",\1 DTN Y .

Rl

s 1
z‘.- ] I

NV 65994 Docld:32989738. Page 121. . . . .




FD-280 (Rev. 8-25-58) ’ ﬂ.v*” C N L

- « ~ L .
D

L e 'E§§€@@E§ copy®

v ertaiSy pPAQ g SR T & ‘{\g " 3;/ 3
Hy e - Az we §OW i
corgd Sy S
-

1 Radie * 7~ - [ Teletype

PAGE THREE
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KINGS COUNTY COMMUNIST PARTY, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. (SX"}L“
ADMINISTRATIVE:
RE ATLANTA TEIE PHOME CALLS TO BUREAU AND MEKPHIS APRIL ZIGHT

INSTANT,

‘ABOVE INFORMATION FROM AT ONE THREE EIGHT SEVEN - R CONFIDENTIAL, @”// L
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO MEMPHIS FURNISHED BUREAU AND MEMPHIS
IN RE TELEPHOKE CALLS, INFORMATION RE SCLC REACTION TO PRESIDENT
ATTENDING FUNERAIL FURNISHED BUREAU IN RE TELEPHONE CALLS. (yj’b"
AT ONE THREE EIGHT SEVEN ~ R FURNISHED INFORMATION REFERRED
TO AT TWELVE: ZERO FIVE AM APRIL EIGHT INSTANT. Q;\() Lo
RO ILHM SUBMITTED, .

RM COPIES SENT NEW YORK AND CHICAGO.

DGB

F1isY £
£ ?S é-.‘“x“\ E’”’J N i TN
3 5 I

- d

S ¥ o h
« axiv {m‘zg‘.f: .,

e My &
3
N -

If the mtell;&ence_; contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitahly
parephrased’ in ?rdcr to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systens. ’
FTRE- R M
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Memorandum
TO :  SAC (157-166) . DATE: 5/21/G8
FROM ~SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE

susjecTt:  SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC}
M

ITEM .

4 On 4/11/68 Dr, CHARLES L, DINKINS, President;
Owen College, Memphis, and Liaison Source, orally
advised SA LAWRENCE as folilows:

DINKINS went to Atlanta, Ga,, to the 4/9/68
funeral of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR,

: He said JOBN BURRELL SMITH, Black Organizing
Project (BOP) leader, is still in school; that he is

an irresponsible loud-mouth, who is trying to legally

but unethically extort money from COME (Community on the
Move for Equality), a local group of Negro nministers
which was formed to aid the sanitation workerw,under the
guise of being able to prevent racial vioclence in Memphis
if his group is given sufficient money,

SMITH and his group are trying to ''con™ the
National Business lLeague, headed by LEONARD SMALL, into
financing them in a project to manufacture tikis or amulets,
the African symbols which black power sympathizers wear &around
their necks, SMALL will pot "go for this,"

Both DINKINS and Rev. BEN HOOKS of the Middle
Baptist Church and also Judge in Shelby County Criminal Court
Division IV, are verg/é{ose to the National SCLC lesdexrship,
DINKINS went to schodl with the current SCLC President,
RALPH D, ABERNATHY's wife, ABERNATHY's wife used to live
with DINKINS' pay ents in Selma Alabanma,

s
7)) e. - :
«;/m 1567-166 ' _ L~
1 - 170-82 (BEN HOOKS) \SM Able 3
1 - 170-~-114 (Dr, CHARLES L, DINKINS)
1 - 157-276 (Liaison With Groups Sponsoring Integration) -~
1 - 157-1067 (BOP) S Y R
1 - 157-957 (JOHN B, SMITH) iR £ 73
WEBL:gmh ETGUNRNS g N
(qu\ , , ! RAYRW 1038 Ny
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S 157-166

- DINKXNS has known Rev, JAMES L; BEVEL since the
laker was a theological student at the &menécan Baptist

.Fheological Schocl in Nashville, BEVEL is erignatic; talks

peaceful one moment and ragdical and violept the next,

He knows Zev, ANDREW,. Jm YOUN of the SCLC staff
who he said is on loan to SCLC from,t Board of Home
Missions, United Church of Christ,

DINKINS does not anticipate that SCLC will have

.any lasting effect on Memphis, although it will have an

emotional impact for some t;me due to the fact that KiING
was killed in HMemphis,

MW 65994 Docld:3298%9738 Page 134
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. staff of the National Couniel

- sion which goveras the Delta

. gational Christian Church in

. 1953 and was a faculty mem-

S ) .ﬂ', : 8‘:4 “: . € .
Q '&Lams ?scgﬁeé :

ﬁ-}%.m‘.mu{::
For Delia

NEW YORK, N.Y. ’/The
Rev, Andrew J, Yound of At-
“lanta,"Ga., executivesvice pres-
ident of the Southéfn Christian
Leadership Conference; has
heen named chairmzh of the
National Council Churches’
Delta  AMinjsiry, At was  an-

o P . ., try
nounced s i;miftaneously iu|States, the Delta Minis

New‘ York ;:{ and at Deltalhas received anumerous grax}ts
Ministry headaquarters in|from overseas churches, in-
Greenville, Miss. Lcluding recent grants from

Mr., Young, who feft the

in 1961 to work for Dr., Martin
Luther Xing, Jr., will preside
over the 35-member commis-

Miristry program, primarily in
15 counties of the Mississipp]
Delta area. He succe€ds
the Rev., Paul O, Mad.éﬁe of
Valley Forge, — Pa., sociate
executive of the American
Baptist Home Mission Sociely.

The incoming Delta Ministry

-chairman served as Aassociate] .

executive director of the NCC
Depariment of Youth Work
from 1957-61, He was formerly
pastor of the Bethany Congre-

Thomasville, Ga., and Ever-,
green Congregational Christian
Church of Beechton, Ga.

He attended Dillard ang How-
ard Universities, graduating in
1951, and received the B.D.
degree from Hartford Seminary
Foundation in 1955, He was a
participant “in the Austrian
Work Camp sponsored by the
Brethren Volunteer Service in

ber of United Christian Youth
iovement training conferenc-
s, :

As SCLC exceutive vice pres-
ident, Mr. Young is the chief
administrator of a major civil
and human righls organiza-
tion struetured under a Joose
federation of nationwide af.
filiates that adhere to the
moral imperatives of a philos.
phy  of nonviolence deeply
rooted in the thinking of Jesus,
Henry Thoreau ang Mahatma
Gandhi. He was a ‘close and
influentia! ajde to SCLC’s presi-
dent, the late Rev. D, Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Tihe Daltuel\iinistry was es.
tablished in 1964 by the NCC
A a long term project for
relief and tommanity develop-
ment and reesidciliation,

Hs majorCurrent projects jyn.

Ministry

Y Duteh and Danish ‘miehe® as

e w4

2

and relief, and education.

The staff team of 32 di-
rected by Owen Brooks, as-
sociate director, with offices
in Greenville, Miss. *

Besides support from ma-
jor denominations in the United

a memorial to Dr. King.
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If the intelligence contained in the above mcssuf,c is t) be disseminated gutside the Burvcu, it is sug
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@
TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, NEV YORK AND LEHPHIS

ZW YORK VIA WASHINGTOH
FROM ATLARTA

Q@  AZSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BH. COMINFIL

sCic, IS - C.

o
P

/

yd
AT QOQNE THREEZ BIGHT SEVER - R AD‘VIS}:“?@I& PI¥E TRAT

MEETING OF SCILC EXECUTIVE STAFF ﬁ?}yﬁn TE

A
HARRY B I&PONTF;} STANL&V LEYISON; ’/:' 3

. ———e———

FIVE IN ATLANTA

/ o~ e e
BARRY WACHTE TENDED Bi SETING BUT "‘O{}I" W0 ACTIVE PART,
e ptgiverantiingg

MEETING ESSENTIALLY CONSISTEDRD OF LECTURES BY RA *3 E)

X‘BERNATF’Y /AND ARDREVW J, YOUNG, , E‘;ECJTIV‘“ ¥vp, SCIC. ORuT

e diat

CF LECTURES THAT ARERNATIIV WILL ASSUME SCIO LEADERSHEZ‘"*, Al

KING'S HOKR-VIOLENT PHILOSOPHIES ?EL& BE ¥FGI fe{)’“ED UREETONE

AMORG STA¥F HEMBERS SUGC.«.:S"‘“ DEY ’EX.;QPL}MN OF 4L "ROWER SITUGGLE"

BETWEEN ABEENATHY AND TF‘SQIL JAC &SG}*}'/QE/ hICli(x{} WHICH WILL

- N

BE AT JACKSOR'S

‘ JALES BEVEL ARD JAMES ORAR G;,,ce

FFFFFF

S
IN /LIGA'QTG}«I
BHPLATE RETUBRNING

- i b BT T

MEMDAIS AFRIL SIX TO MAKE FLANS FOR MARCH OF MEMPHIS SA/iPATION
(\\ D L) '
VORKETS SPRIL EXCHT NEXT, N Spivneeps,
- NN s e |
. . i/; b \__\(i! . h e o
) [ AN T 2E Ly
oD - Y {Jﬂ ,,‘\ ,/:«“f A2 i
45 o ¢ .
) ¢ ki& '5‘4’ N o FE .

P
et that it be suitehly

[Kl""pf"l sed in order to pratect the Rureau's erypte wraphic Systems.
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PAGE TWOQ
SCIC EXECUTIVE STAFF AND ZXECUTIVE BOARD WILL MEET
APRIL SIX TQ FORMALLY RATIFY SUCCESSION OF ABERNATHY,
CL&S ¥y CONFIDENLIAL,. EXND,

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be 'Tsseminated outside the Bureau, it is sugpested that it be suitob’s
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptogrephi: =3 nte ns.
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U/6/ 78 . UNCLAS E F T 0

.1 FM DIRECTOR FBI {b2-117290}

C;/ TO LEGAL ATTACHE MEXICO CITY IMMEDIATE |
BT

CUNCLAS EF T O

.

“HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS {HSCA}U'

RE: BUTEL TO MEXICO CITY. JUNE 2. 1978.

3 AS SET FORTH IN REFERENCED BUTEL. LEGAL ATTACHE. MEXICO S

i

;. CITY WAS ADVISED THAT HSCA REQUESTED SPECIAL AGENT JOHN dJ. %
!

|_FOARDE. JR.. BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW. ON SEPTEMBER..l=

11978+ GERALD HAMILTON. STAFF MEMBER. HSCA. ADVISED THAT/ 7'/

;-

_AT WASHINGTON- D. C.. DURING WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 18-22. 1978+ AT
_HIS CONVENIENCE.

SPECIAL AGENT FOARDE IS REQUESTED TO SUTEL FBI HEAD-
_QUARTERS - ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT {LCIU¥- RECORDS
_MANAGEMENT DIVISION. AND ADVISE DATE HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR

' INTERVIEW BY HSCA STAFF AT WASHINGTON. D. €. CIU SHOULD BE

T I oo IR T

)}E/DZ/X‘?/ st B o L q/é/?a 888/ | 31;5,3//3,

1 - MR. CREGAR {AT3 REC 67 <>51"’l¢>c’ 5 -

ATTN: LIAISON DESK FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION SEE %TEEEAGEJTUJ_O
1 - QR. MINTZ WL COMMUNmAHONSSHHmN 12 17

TTN: MR. HELLER ~—
1 - MR. BAILEY SEP()619/8 T—
1 - MR. RYAN P L/ . .
1. - MR. FOSTER SR PN

TELETYPE «s\w\x_ e

o A A 78
?HSE? &0\9
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H




Tath gy
- ¢ EEPAPTMENT CF JUSTICE
- FERIIL DUPBAL CF INVE ST BATION

. P d COMMUNITATLEN 2AES3ATEFOTM
»
]
;' e ! CONTEIN DN vRoad
e — B e S

1 _PAGE_TUW0: DE HQ 00?5 UNCLAS E F T O

lTELEPHONICALLY ADVISED OF ANY CONFLICT THAT SPECIAL AGENT FOARDEt

tNAY HAVE WITH PROPOSED DATES OF INTERVIEW -

i l

BT
I

1

A .
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Teletype
To: Legal Attache Mexico City
Fm: Director, FBI (62-117290)

NOTE: HSCA, by letter dated 6/5/78, had previously requested
Sepecial Agent Foarde be made available for interview.

Special Agent Foarde has been cleared from his
employment agreement (see Legal Counsel to Assistant Director,
Administrative Services Division memorandum, 6/22/78).

On 9/1/78, Speowiswipemk William F. Callahan, Liaison
Desk, Division Five, was advised of HSCA's request that
Special Agent Foarde be made avallable for interview during
week of 9/18-22/1978. Sweesdwi=Awewt Callahan advised that
Special Agent Foarde 1s not scheduled to make any trips to
FBI Headquarters in the immediate future.
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{
FD-36 (R&¥. 7-27-{i) ’ . -~ ,
) d FBI _ .

I
|
L !
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: !
[ Teletype [ Immediate _ [ TOP SECRET ;
(] Facsimile [ Priority ] SECRET :
K] Airtel ] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL :
[JEFTO E
] CLEAR i
Date 8/14/78 !
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI _
_i/ FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
“ON-ASSASSINATIONS

ReButel call to Atlanta 8/11/78. (:zg

Enclosed for the Bureau are serials 921 through 955.
These serials cover the period from 3/1/68 to 6/1/68.

It is noted serial 306 was located between serials
937 and 938, however, it falls within the period of 3/1/68

to 6/1/68.
MANTOIRNN
DNRANE N
oD e // ) \
g0 l

/2 } Bureau (Enc. 35)
“-T - Atlanta

RRP/1d

(3)

Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

Apprgvedin e o -
f'o ot
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Routin

To: (X] Director = * *

e .
7 ‘ L ?
agilin . . -
FD-4 (Rev. 3-1473) ¥ Date _8/14/%8

-~

SA RICHARD C. BIJFS%HING

Att.:
ROOM’ 8988
Title
] SAC
] ASAC
{1 Supv.
(] Agent .
I SE AR
mple RE &»..f:/
Jcc '
[ Steno
[ Clerk [ Rotor #:
ACTION DESIRED
] Acknowledge [} Open Case
(] Assign Reassign ] Prepare lead cards
[ Bring file [ ] Prepare tickler
{1 Call me ] Return assignment card
[ Correct (] Retum file
(] Deadline . [ Search and return
(] Deadline passed [ See me
[ Delinquent [ Serial #
] Discontinve [JPost [ JRecharge [JRetum
[T Expedite []Send to
[JFile (] Submit new charge out

[ Feor information

[ Submit report by

[JHandle [ Type

[} Initial & return

[]Leads need attention

{7 Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

AN k@.\?&%@t@\?\

-

¥
N

SAC

J. DUNN, JR.

Office ATLANTA

See reverse side
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“WRUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

S

@memomndum

pate: 8/29/78

; TATTRORMISAC, JACKSONVILLE (175-00)
J ,«’
cusszer: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
~ ASSASSINATIONS™ (HQCA)

to: DIRECTOR, FBI (Ga--117290) _
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAIL INQUIRY UNIT, _
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION) ) b

. . \‘w { el * et é)‘_ /-Q"J
0.»?_‘/{"“»—‘4» "?‘ Co ‘hl’l [ RIS }? T ,1 ‘
d v )
CL) Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of a letter

from AUBREY 3*%BEAL P.0. Box 556, Atlantlc Beach, Florida,
32233, téléphone number 904=246 bbb4 “~dated” August 17, 1978
and recelved by the Jacksonville, offlce on August 21, 1978.

— Also enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an handwrltten
letter dated January 22, 1967 postmarked January 23, 1967,
at Montgomery, Alabama, "and s1gned JAMES E““?§§§ 142, Wash;ngton
Avenue, MontgomerywmAlham&n A copy of this "[6tter was fur—.
hi“hed“a ~dn" " énclosure to Mr. DEAL's letfer. It is noted
that Mr. DEAL designated carbon copies o& his letter for
attorneys HARRY MESHAW, F.,LEE BAILEY, as well as Mr. LOUIS
STOKES of the HSCA and the Florida Times Union, a Jacksonville
newspaper.

Mr. DEAL originally furnished this information/
telephonically to SC RANDY P. BELYEW of the Jacksonville’
office on 8/17/78.

On 8/22/78, Mrs. DEAL telephonically advised SA
JUDSON L. RIGBY that her former husband was RALPH H. FOSTER
who now resides at 919 42nd Street South, Birmingham, Alabama.
She could furnish no further information conéerning the letter,
had no idea where her husband had obtained the letter, and
stated he had brought it home years ago and she had only
recently found it amongi: other papers.

FOSTER has since been fired for some reason from
the Abhbama Highway Patrol.

PR L RED:
‘.,« / q RIS Y v 1& E '
g a4 T, 6> 10 30~ 0
1., ¥ ’ 4 ; syl
@0’\‘{ (\“A ﬁe'ﬁiutt.,!rﬂcc\g
! »J‘ g ( “\‘“ﬁ‘,\“\&* - 5 5= 1 1978
f' fgv - Bureau (Enc. 4)%
ﬁ}’ /qqpl ~ Jacksonville i
"N \_E: ‘(T];")"/ gsh zﬁ! f ?&%ﬁ% %{5\ R %'::;‘{t
:4 * v‘;‘:“ -g‘de‘ “-“-»‘-f‘# - N :‘ 2t » f ’{:ﬁ,.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regufarly on the Payroll Savings Plan OPTIONAL FoRM No. 1
REV. 7-76)
p o 197%‘ GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

- 5010-112
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August 17, 1978

Mr. Belleau

Federal Bureau of Investigation
P.0. Box 8928 |
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Dear Mr. Belleau:
. As per our conversation this evening, | am sending you a copy of the

letter | believe to be an authentic letter from James Earl Ray to Site 0il
Company, 3150 Birm}ngham Highway, Montgomery, Alabama.

ALBREY {J DEAL P.O. BOX 556 ATLANTIC BEACH, FLORIDA 32233 (PHONME 904.246-66564)

My wife was married to a former Alabama State Trooper. How he came by this

letter, | do not know. Neither does my wife.

If the signature is authenticated it could be of some interest to your

organization.

Sincerely,

Gty J
N

Aubrey J. Deal
AJD/mrd
cc: Harry Meshaw, Attorney
F. Lee Bailey, Attorney
Mr. Louis Stokes, House Assassination Eommittee

Florida Times Union

Enc.

S SN S N ARz -
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AUBREY J. DEAL P.O. BOX 556 ATLANTIC BEACH, FLORIDA 32233 (PHONE 904-246-6664)

August 17, 1978

Mr. Belleau

Federal Bureau of Investigation
P.0. Box 8928 ’
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Dear Mr. Belleau:-
As per our conversation this evening, | am sending you a copy of the
letter | believe to be an authentic letter from James Earl Ray to Site 0il

Company, 3150 Birmingham Highway, Montgomery, Alabama.

My wife was married to a former Alabama State Trooper. How he came by this
tetter, | do not know. Neither does my wife.

If the signature is authenticated it could be of some interest to your'
organization.

Slncerely,
Aubrey J. Dea]
AJD/mrd
cc: Harry Meshaw, Attorney
F. Lee Bailey, Attorney
Mr. Louis Stokes, House Assassination Eommlttee

Florida Times Union

Enc.
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