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CLusiM

We Discover Lee OSWALD in Mexico City

CIA <K pxoinoe one wry significant place of inforsaticm on Lee 

OSWALD before ha shot President Kennedy. On 1 October 1963d oar Mexico 

City Static® intercepted a telephone call Lee OSWALD mda from someplace 

in Mexico City to the Soviet Ssbassy there, using his own name. Speaking 

broken Russian and using his toe zw, OSWALD was talking to the Embassy 

guard, OBYEDKDV, who often answers the phone. OSWALD said he had visited 

the St&nssy the previous Saturday (26 September 1963) «nd spoken to a 

consul whose sane he had torgfftw&f and who had promised t© send a tele- 
z s* * v % *' - > ■* -

grsffl for him to Washington. Ba wanted to know if there wre ’’anything 

new." The guard said if the consul was dark it was (Valeriy Yladairavich) 

KOSTIKOV. The gosrt checked with saaeone else and said that the anasage 

had gone out but no answer had been received. Be then hang up.

This piece of information was produced from a telephone tap center

which we operate Jointly with the office of the President of Mexico. It
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is highly secret and not known to Mexican security and lav enfOreeoent 

officials, who have their own center, (ho* Joint center produces great 

sasses of telephone intercepts which are transcribed and reviewed by our 

small staff in Mexico City. 9 October, the OSWALD telephone conversa

tion of 1 October had been transcribed «a& a stassary of it cabled to 

Washington. The name Lee OSWALD scant nothing special to our Mexico 

City Station, but in their report they did Judge his to be an American 

sale*

The cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October and cheeked

the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City was probably the Lee OSWALD whs had 

defected to ths Soviet Union in 1959 and returned to the ISA in 1962. On 

10 October 1963, the day after the report from Mexico City, CIA 

sent out a cabled report about Lee OSWALD’S phone call to the Soviet

Jhabasay; the report went to the ?SL, the Department of State (because 8

OSWALD was a US citizen), and to the E&vy Department (because he was a 

former Marine.) The cabled report to these agencies highlighted the
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liklihood that the Lee OSWALD mentioned was probably the former defector.

A aa»y of this s®as cable was delivered by hand to tine loaigratlon aaA
j

^turalieatlon Service, with which we have no cable link. Use same day

a long cable went out to Mexico City informing ©ur Station of the back

ground of defector Lee OSWALD aM asking for raore infceraation. Our Station 

was iaewoeted to pass its inforcsation on the phone call to the Meodco 

City offices of the FBI, the Esfoassy, the Kami Attache, and the Imigra- 

tion and Katuralization Service. Ibis was done.

In its original report of 9 October, Mexico City had said it had a

PBe^gra^t on .,<Zt,.<•, &

1 October 19^3, the day OSWALD phone there. A vary sensitive operation |

in Mexico City provides us with secretly taken photographs of taasy but not I

all visitors to the Soviet Embassy there, taken with telephoto Lenses.

Accordingly, we cabled the Havy Departaaent on ah- October 1963 asking for 
t

a photograph of Lee OSWALD frees his Marine Corps days so we could cca^are # 

photos. We had not received this photograph by 22 Mcveaber 1963, but in 

any event, it turned out that the ®on photographed outside the Soviet

SECRET



Embassy w ggt OSWJD axyway. As chance would hav© it, none of our

several photo bbsexation points in Msxiao City had ever taken an identi

fiable picture of Lee 08HALD.

Our Mexico City Station very oFten. produces information like thia 

on IE citizens contacting Soviet bloc embassies in Maxice City. Frequently 

the information w get Is extremely incriMnating, and on rase er two 

occasions we have even been able to apprehend end return to the USA 

American military personnel who are attempting to defect. In all such 

cases, <mr Seadquarters desk requests end obtains the special permission of

■'WfeorFlaasta W t^dercgiztasy  ̂

citizen to other t-ovem®ent agencies. Derogatory inforsation en Americans 

is not treated routinely? In each case the D©F or his Assistant personally 

scrutinise the information, make sure it Is credible, and decide whether and 

to whom it will b® passed. Only in absolute emergencies is the Mexico City 

Station authorized to pass such information directly to the FBI office in 4 

the U.S. Bobassy.

At this writing (13 December 19&3) we do not know what action the FBI
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and other agencies way have taken, based on off report. We sarnise that the 

FBI nay have made local checks through fetedLoan authorities t9 st» if 

Lee OSWAW ms actually to Hsetoo City on 1 October. Indued, later in

vestigation has confirsed all the details of his trip, where he stayed, 

and what he did. Ib avoid czmstog lines with the FBI, our MmdLeo Station 

undertook no local investigation &£ its own. As we new taw®, OSWALD left 

Mexico on 3 October and was no laager there vtea our report ms pot out.

Since this telephone tap operation to a Jotot one with the Mexican

Presidency, the Mexicans also had the 1 October intercept ®a lea QSWAW,

place.

22 Sovesber 1963

When word of the shooting of President Kennedy reached the offices 

of our operating divisions and staffs <m the afternoon &£ Friday 82 Novem

ber 1963, transistor radios were turned on everywhere to follow the *

tragedy. When the name of Lee OSWALD was heard, the effect w electric. 

A phone message from the FBI cam at about the sasae time, naming OSWALD
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■■"’J

as the possible assassin and asking for traces. The message was passed

on at once by the Chief CI, Mr. Aagleten, to Mr. Birch O’Keal of his

f-j Special Itaastigatlsas (fait. Mrs. Setty Egster of this Qtait taaediately

recognised the same o£ lee GSW& and watt for his file. At the san® 

time, Mrs. Bustos of the Mazico Bask, who had ■written our first feport oa 

OSWALD on 10 October recognized the asm frea radio reports and vent 

after the swaa file. Mr. Eeichhsr&t, Mexico Desk Chief* who was hone an 

leave, heard ths news and phoned in a reminder that we had something on 

OSWMD. While w were preparing a cable to Mexico City asking than far

Voice of America broadcast and cabled to us a rssinder of the information 

the Station had sent in on bio.

For tSsa next vcsk> a desen people in the Agency were continuously 

engaged in handling IneooiBg messages on the ease* writing reports to be 

cabled out, tracing, the nases mentioned* and researching files. Within a 8 
week, 27 cabled reports had gone cut to the White Souse* the State Depart- | 

BKmt, ani the FBI. Many cables of guidance and inquiry had been sent to

i 

i



our overseas stations, and csany pieces of information on OSWALD and his 

wife had been received back. She Mexico dtp Btctioo researched its 

telephone taps very thcnreughly eat case up with several som conversations 

probably involving OSWALD, but not actually semtioniag this bsmj these 

connected hi® also to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. Several Mexicans 

were arrested and questioned about his activities, giving a good picture 

of what be w really up to. Many conferences ware held with the KBI 

liaison officer who asked us far certain actions and passed us Infomation 

frcsa the FBI investigation. Oasthe sinus side, a host of fabricators,

aost of which we investigated. Ml of these are seem discredited, bat they 

am still comtng in.

During this phase of cur work, we served primarily in support trf the 

FBI, which was entrusted by the President with the aajer responsibility for 

the investigation. The FBI w too busy to supply us with such of its 

own infersation, but answers worn given to specific questions we posed to 

assist our investigation. The Department of state did photograph its entire
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fU# on (WALD and pas© then to ua, end the FBI gave us a et®r of the 

Soviet Consular file on (WALD which had been publicly given by the Soviet 

Aafeaetodor to the Secretary of State* On Friday 6 Docester 19^3, Deputy 

Attorney General Katoer&ach invited us to review the FBI’s caaprehensive 

report on ths case to make sure our sources ware not jeopardised and that 

cur inftosation was correctly quoted. We found the report highly 

interesting and to threat to our e&sosrlty, as long as it was read only 

by the aotooritod investitive bodies.

After the first few days, the CIA investigation of the case was

and analysis of the esost important security cases, obA by a few officers 

and analysts c£ <swr Western Hemisphere Division.

BatoTts grow KaxiCQ

As soon as our Mexico City Station realised that Lee (WALD was the 

prime suspect, it began re«eersening all the written telephone transcripts 

la its fiLes covering the Soviet Bsbassy for the pertinent period. Ihe 

actual tapes were also reviewed, bat way of then had been erased after the
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noreal two weeks wait. Several calls believed to involve OSWALD were 

discovered and their contents cabled to Washington, where they were 

disaesdnated to the White Bores, the State Bepartnrat, the Federal 

Bureau of Investi,^atiai.

OSKALD’s nase w not actually mentioned in these additional calls, 

but similarity of speech and various plain points content link them 

to him. *&ese calls are sunsaarized belotr in chronological order.

"Bas? corer the period from 27 September 1963 to 3 October 19&3> the whole

span of OSWALD’S visit to Mexico City as later learned frees travel records.

.f AjBs»pta»es

says ha needs a visa to to Odessa. Man answering seys he should call 

15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller asks for the address, and it is 

gives to him. (3bere is re special reason for linking this call to OSWALD.)

27 gepteaber, UtO5 * Ibe Cuban Consulate phoned the Soviet 

Consulate. Silvia Duran, Mexican national clerk of the Cuban Coagulate 

talked to a Soviet official, saying that a male American citizen was at the 

Cuban Consulate asking for a transit visa to pass through Cuba on his way

‘ns’HRFT
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to the Soviet Union. She wants to know to ate® he talked in the Soviet 

Consulate and who told him be would have no problem about it. If a Soviet 

visa is assured, the Cuban Consulate can grant hie a transit visa and 

singly notify Cuban issaigratien authorities. The Soviet first asks her 

to wait, and then she has to explain the whole thing over a&ain to another 

Soviet official, who takes her telephone number sad psrosdlses to call her 

back. Silvia DURAH concludes this call by telling the Soviet she herself 

has isafttA and gives her new address for the Soviet Esflmsy bulletin. He 

&gfe» her to phone (Sergey Secssnovich) KJKHABOTDO (Second Secretary who puts

Culture! Attache is. Silvia IX®AK gives the Attache’s name as Teresa

PRCOZA and adds her telephone master.

g? Steteater, 4tg6 Bl - A Soviet sffirial calls Silvia DBMS

bad; and. tells her that the “American* had been to see the Soviet's and

shewn the® a latter from the Soviet Consulate in Washington indicating that 
e

he had teen waiting for visas for hixseelf and. his wife to go to the Soviet

Union for a tens tine, but that no answer ted come fresa Washington, adding
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that the -wait wm sometlnes four er five months. The "American" haft 

sheen the Soviets a letter shewing he ws a member of an organisation la 

ftevar of Cuba and had claimed that the Cubans could not give hln a visa 

without a Russian visa. Silvia KJRAS rejoins that they have the esse 

problem; the "American" is still at the Consulate; they cannot give him a 

transit visa unless he is assured ©f a Soviet visa, erven though he Just 

wants to ge to Cuba to ^kit there for his Soviet visa to be granted. He 

does not haosr anyone in Cuba. They end the conversation on this note. 

Silvia BUBO Bays that she will note this ea his "card," end the Soviet

inconvenlenee he has caused and Silvia BURAN says it le all right.

g8 September - Silvia MBAM cells ths Soviet Embassy fresa the 

Cuban Consulate. She bq&b that she has the teaearteesi with her again. The 

Soviet answering aides her to wait. When another Soviet tabes up the phone, 

Silvia puts the American on. The American tries to talk Russian to the 

Soviet who answers in English. The American efcs him to speak Russian. The 

American says that he had been in the Soviet &abasey and spoken with the

^"PDCT



13-00000

I

CtmsA, and that they has taken his address- The Soviet replies that he 

tarns that* The Arericre then aaga9 scorehat red^^aatically: **I MA ret 

knre it then* X went t® the Cuban B&asay t® ask then for wy address 

!
because they have it." The Soviet invites hla to stop by again and give 

i
. I tbs* the address# ani the American agrees to do so. (In this emwrsatiou,

i 
I

the American wee speaking harily recognizable Russian.)

A® fire es our records sb»9 Q&BSS &tA not guana the Soviet or Cuban

I Rcabassies again until 'BareAay 1 October 1563. ‘Baa intervening days were a
i ■

i Sunday and a Mtmday. ‘Baa contents of his later calls area to shew foe
I :

1 October* W?31 AM * A are calls the Soviet Military Attache in 

broken Russian «oA says he bat been at Iteir place the previres Saturday

i (28 September) ooA tslta& to their OonstfU They had said they would, read

a telegress to Washington, and he wanted to tasre if three were anything ore* 

The Soviets ask. hia to call another phom WBsto&x am gives him 15-60-55, say-
••

log to ask for a Consul.

1 October 10:45 AM - (Ulis is the phone call in which OSWALD

r.:':’W\T



used his true name ant which was therefore cabled to Washington on 9

October 1$63» ) lee OSHftlD called the Soviet Bsbasay end announced his 

own n&re, saying he had visited tshss the previous Saturday and spoken

with a Consul* They had retd they would send a telegram to tteshtogten.^ 

sad he wasted to know if* there ware anything rew. Be did not rressbre*

re&Ued: TOJWj he Is dark.* OSWALD replied: *Xea, my case is 

OS££AX<&.* The Soviet aretared hisself for a Etnute and then said they 

hadn't received extfte&ag yet. asked if they hadn’t dore anything

jataat .m MMtwtt hwe that rethink hmS. >wm . .

received an yet.* OSWALD started to say: "A&& what...", but the Soviet

3 October 1963 « A are speaking broken Spanish at first and than

English phoned the Soviet Military Attache and. asked about a visa. The

Attache's oiTlce referred him to the consulate, giving the ember 15-6O-5J.

The caller wrote it down. The attache official shrugged off &*&ti*ear
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j question shout whether the caller could .get & visa, and the ccmveraation

ended. (There is no special reeetm to tie this in with OSWALD, oho la new

known to have re-entered the OS at Laredo the Sana day.) 
i

Since the operation through vMch w ta^ the Soviet Estey phones

in Mexico City is isanaged Jointly with the office of ths President of

Mexico, the information on Lae OSWALD also case to the attention of 
i

President WPS?, Mateos after 22 Sowssber. The next day, 23 November, he
1

called it to the attention &£ our Chief of Station, who was already 

working feverishly on the case. fiisdlarly, the Mexicans noticed the 

invoLwsent of Cuban Consular employee Silvia DUKAH, a Mexican national.

Gur Station suv,csted that she be arrested and interrogated about OSWALD.

i
The Mfexiesn authorities had the earn idea and she and her Wfe&d we

arrested cm 23 Bovestoer 1S&3, in the Mdst of a party at their base. All 
i i

the guests were soon released but Silvia &a& her husband were ^usst&med 

and released on Koveraber 1963.

Silvia’s husband, Horacio DUHAH Havarro, an industrial deel&ner, 

said under police InterrtXiation that when OSWALD was naaed as the assassin 



g£ President Kenredy, his wife had recognised the nwaa end recalled she 

tad waited ca OSWALD teen ha can® to apply for a Caban transit visa;

he retaHterte ate hte said ate dealt with the Soviet G&asaSjM&s es wU 

to find out teethsr he had a Soviet visa* Bsrwrio DURA& recalled his tefe 

ted said OSWALD teesme angry &@A ste kg£ to call out the Ctiban Consul, 

Eusebio AECUE, to quiet hla.

Silvia DtHSAJJ told eaaa stoiy. Ste was a leftist sga^atiiizer with 

Wba and ted warted fecr the ifecican-Chitaa Institute of Cultural stations. 

She recalled OSWALD wll, Ascribed hi® accurately, related tea to had 

Wiwt B Vew®R VS8S W*s <SQWn 

visa, and rewdtered hia tiff uith the Cecml. She admitted tee ted phoned 

ths Soviet EJatessy about him.

Ite am total of the statemnts Silvia IMXBAS ate ter testate was 

to confiwa that OSWALD see in Maxice to {-set a Cuban visa && te could wait 

in Cute far his Soviet viai* Ihs Soviet Consular file passed to the State 

Daportsent in Washington by the Soviet Batasay confirms a Lona exchange 

between first, Mrs. Marina OSWALD, tsA later ter htetate, end the Soviet



Consulate in Washington about their requests for permission to return to

the Soviet Union. OSWALD wa still writing to the Soviets in Washington 

efo&Mi this sb late as 9 Scwesber 1963,

Silvia DUSAH w arrested again cm 27 Uovesaber and hold until 2? 

Koveaber. She told essentially the sam story wm agatn.

Well^pLeBoed sources within the Cuban BeSasssy la Mexico City stated 

that when Silvia D®AS was released. from police arrest the first tiw cm 

2f> Bovesaber, she was quite pleased with herself* She told her colleagues 

the s®se story set out above, adding only that the Mexican police had

OSWALD. Ths reaction within the Cuban i&bassy to the news o£ President 

Kennedy's death was sombre. So date, there is no^-credible inforeation in 

CH files which wild appear to link Ice G^CAXD with the Cuban ^overmsnt 

or th® Cuban intelligence service.

the wtol. ^tta, of whethar !« OSWO «y %

with the Soviets or Cubans in Meutieo camat yet be answered, but certain 

parts of the evidence indicate to the contrary. Silvia DUSAH and the



Soviet Consular officials spo&a of Ma as a ®aa with **»© friends in Cuba**

on the one hand, and as a ana not "taaam** in the Soviet Bafoassy, ®n the 

ether* fha very openness of his visits end the phone calls speak against any 

secret rein, fils trip to Mexico was net itself a secret act; he traveled 

under his real sane or a close variant of it* lived apaaiy in Mexican 

betels, and corresponded with the Soviets through the open sails about 

it when he got back to the IS. His trip to Mexico was apparently snda 

necessary because it was the nearest Cuban dlplm&tlc installation vsere 

he cetdd apply for a visa.

A perplexing aspect of CS^W’b izrefflcMng with the Cubans aaS 

Soviets in Mexico City is his assertion la his coll of @8 Septsasbsr that he 

AM net feme his address when he vu at the Soviet Consulate and eem to 

the Cubes Consulate because they had it. It is hard to explain Just what 

he ®aant, but it should be resetehered that he vas tal&ina in Stussiaa, a 

language he could not mmge, and that when he caee to Mexico he was in the 

precess of tamrtng fra® Mew Orleans to Texas. He say not haw weaaorlsed 

his new eddresfi in Pesos* whatever it was, and noy not have been able to
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lay tends on it when he was in th® Servlet Consulate that flay. Perhaps 

he ted earner given the address to Silvia DURAH enA vented to lock it 

up on ter card.

A particularly sinister aspect of (MIS's dealings with th© Soviets 

in Mexico City arises from the liklihood that fee mt with Soviet Consul 

Valeriy Vladimirovich KOSTIKOV. In his 1 October phone call to tte 

Soviet tetessy, the guard QKffiDWV suggests that the Consul OSWALD had 

talked to was KOSTIKOV if he ms dark. OSWALD seems to agree with this, 

but the identification is very casual. In his 9 Ifovesber letter to the 

Soviet Consulate in Washington, OSWALD gives the nene of the sum he dealt 

with as “KOSTIK,“ but there is no person of that exact nsm in the Soviet 

Bstessy ixt Meade* City* KOSTIKOV is accredited as a Consular Attache and 

does actually do a lot of consular work, but he is believed to be a 

tevtet KSS officer, and it is believed that he wfc for Department 13 of 

the KGB, the Department charged with sabotage and assassinations. The 

suspicion that KOSTIKOV is a KGB officer arose front his work habits, and 

his association with other KGB officers. It was hardened when it was
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found that he handled a Soviet agent vb® was trained to do aateatagib 

waft and that he turned this agent over to another KGB officer who la 

definitely known to weaft for the 13th Departaent. It is generally tree 

in KGB work that sabotage agents ere handled only by l^So^arteent 

officers.

Embassy guard Ivan Ivanovich

KGB man from previous assignmnte as & bodyguard, and sureillant. Bat 

unless aerae direct evidence of Soviet complicity is discovered* it is 

most likely that OSWALD’S dealing with KGB mn OBXgDKDV and EQ0HKOV wss 

nothing more than a grin coincidence, a 'eotne^te^^'dne injert W 'tl^'w

Soviet habit of placing Intelligence men in the Embassies in positions 

where they receive a large portion v£ the visitors and phone calls. All 

of tee five consular officers in tee Soviet Sabassy are known or suspected 

intelligence officers, Certainly if GSWAU) bad teen a Soviet a®ent in 

training far an assassination assignment or even for sabotage Wk, the

Soviets would have stopped him from making open visits and phone calls to 

the Soviet Embassy in Mexico after he tried it a couple of tines. Our
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experience in texieo, sWtng the Soviet intelligence service at close 

range, indicates that they io sake seas Bistates and are ssnatiaes insecure 

in their methods, but that they do net persist in such glaring errors.

Scan insight on the Cuban attitude toward the arrest of Silvia KIRAH 

and the involvement of the Cuban Consulate in the OSWALD case can be 

gained from two intercepted ptese calls made between Cuban President

Osvaldo DQRTICOS and Cuban Ambassador to Itadco Joaquin aSBKAKDEZ Arssos on

26 November 19^3, the day after Silvia DURAN was released ffcesa her first

arrest. At o?tho tit that osrning, President DO®W<»>; phoned the Aofbassador

XTOS «Ev®3» ®33 S9SM H3B MBBBR <pK»51OS* 8DWX W w

Ambassador had sent in on the arrest of Silvia DURAN and the Lee OSWALD 

ease, ©» whole conversation is consistent with the theory that OSWALD 

merely wanted a visa. Ibe Ambassador did Eentlou the altercation which

CWALD had with Consul A2CS6S, and he says that SSaxiean. police bruised

Silvia DURAN’s arms a little shaking her to ispress her with the importance ® 

of their questions. They had asted her if she had been Intimate with

O&UAVDf and she had denied it. President DORTIOOS twice asked Ambassador



UEEKAJSJffiE whether the Mexican police ta£ aetata Silvia DWAH questions 

abort "Barney,’* ata the President apparently wanted ta know whether the 

Mexicans thought the C&hstts hta paid flamu* isoney* HEBHAHDEZ instated 

th® Mexicans had not offered Silvia KffiAH aoney, and DQRTICOS gore 

uB trying ta put across his point. President DORTICOS instructed 

BERKA3DEZ to keep on questioning Silvia DUBAJS eta to phase his back.

At 7:39 PM that evening Artasstaer WBSKBQ&SL MA call President

DORTICOS back, saying ta had questioned. •’that person* again ata etet has

nothing new ta ata. President returns ta the issue of whether

Consulate tad given money ta tta aatat*taat Amrican.” tat Ambassador 

teU&AHSEZ persists in tatataaratataing IMJRTICQS, ensuas la the negative, 

ata afloat "Absolutely nothing w given ta tar.* 2X1BTICO5 sees® ta give 

v&t ata the conversation dies out after a few ®are general reoexta.

We ta not knew for sure wtat sata President DORTICOS press f&r infama* 

tian about Cuban tnoaey peseta ta CWALD, but rumrs were current in Mexico 

ata even, we utaerstata, in the t&A, that OSWALD had returned frm Mexico



Cityvith about $5,000. Berhaps DORT1COS «&a trying to leam whether 

tte Mexican police believed that the Cubans had financed CSHALD. In any 

event, the Cuban Goverxsasnt sent the Mexicans 9, stiff note of protest 

cnrer tte arrest and detention of Silvia BSBAB* tat tte Mexicans 

rejected tte note.


