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Accord:.ng to sta.tements by a senior CIA officer in 1967 rnade o

.' to the I.nspector General, the Agency was instructed to develop a

ca.pab1hty to conduct assassmatmns.

. capab111ty, " such a pro;ect was 1mt1ated in 1961 a.ppa.rently assumlng

Termed an "executlve actmn L

| an exl.stmg cryptonym, ZRRIFLE At the request of the case off1cer

(the same o£f1cer prov1d1ng tlus 1nformat1on in 1967), a c1a.ndest1ne

.a.sset in Europe, QJWIN was to be us

' offxcer understood that QJWIN had been cons1dered in 1960 for use

ed in the pro_]ect. The case o

in the assassmatmn of Patn_ce Lurnurnba, but that the proposed_ .

operation was never carried out because the designated CIA case -

_ officer declined the aseignment.

:The case officer in charge of ZRRIFLE also was involved in an .

operation to assassinate Fidel Castro,

" mid-1963.

- being placed instead on a Cuban exile leader.

running from early 1962 to

HoWever, QIWIN was not-used_in this effort, _nelia.nce

QIJWIN was never

briefed on the Castro operation, acéording to the officer handling .

' ZRRIFLE ahnd the Castro operation. :

Records do show that QIWIN was

dispatched to the Congo in

1960, being there in Novembei- and December 1960, prior to the
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death of Lumumba at the hands of Congolese. However, there is no

evidence to suggest that QIWIN was in any way involved in Lumumba's

demise. The case officer who was the source of the information of

the contemplated use of QIWIN in such an"actix-rity understood that he

was never used in this'ma'm.'nef. The following info'rr-na.'tion. :evie\-avs'
e:nstxng knowledge beyond tha.t summa.nzed a.bove.-_. -

A 13 October 1960 d13pa.tch frorr-transrm.ts notes to

) headqua.rters from one of the two offlcers who subsequently met
QJWIN in Luxembourg.- The notes hst the names of pohc.e ofﬁcials o

~ and cnrnmal elements and a.llude to the pos S1b111t1es of f1nd1ng safe--

c_rackers and docurnent-suppliers.

QIWIN was met in Luscembou'rg on 19 and 20 October '1960 by

_ two Agency off1cers a.nd was .asked if he would undertake a tr1p to

_Africa., presuma.bly Dakar. (The appropnate dlspatch da.ted |

2 November 1960 11sts only Luxembourg and @as addressees.-)

He was not given the true ob_]ect1ve of lus mission because of 1ts

.

'extreme sensitivity and pending a final decisi_on.to use him. Instead

he was told that the Soviets vuere opel‘eting in Africa among natmnahty -

groups, speeifically Corsicans, and he was being asked to spot,

assess, and recommend some dependable, quick-witted persons for '

our use. He agreed to go on the trip. On 2 November QIWIN was

met in Frankfurt by an Agency officer, and he accepted an offer to
R
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proceed to Leopoldville. (P e“su:ma.bly he idea for sending h1m

'there ongmated at headqua.rters because someone must have
cons1dered him quahﬁed to ha.ndle a potent:.al operatmn there.) The

prec;se n:.ussm_n was not conveyed to QJ WIN, and he was only 1nformed

that the mission might involﬁe a large element of personal risk. We

do not know and at present are unable to determine what_t.he- as signrnenf |

| was. -:S-ubsequent ca.hle tra.ffxc discusses arra.ngements for QIWIN to go .'

' ﬁrst to Leopoldv:tlle and then to Dakar. _-

On 8 December QJ' WIN was in Leopoldv111e where he cu1t1vated

a.close personal relat1onsh1p w1th a Yugosla.v Alr Force p1lot. There
| lfollow. suggestions in cable tra.ffi.c on what approach QJ WIN should use
-to -recrnit h1m. ' _Howe&er, .'a special channel FI/D cable of 14 Decernber S
| .rate_s fh’is raréet as'mar.ginal when c'onSidered against the frame\;ork of -
. planls; 'fllo.r QY WIN:'a.nd inst.ructs him to desist if action has no.t already '. .-
_ been taken. The f1rst pa.ragraph of this cable states that we ”would -

] 11ke restnct QJ WIN to a.ct1v1ty d.1rect1y pertlnent h1s mssmn '

L

-Leopoldmlle or forthcorning mission Dakar and pos sibly elsewhere _ -
. (e. g. , M11an) for FI/ D purposes. He oﬁr 'o'ﬁﬁr asset of fhis type and

 we w:.sh keep h1m clea.n of any operatmnal mvolvernent other than that

originally pla.nned for him. " This cable would tend to rule out

involvement in an assassination plot, since it is highly unlikely that
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an 1nd1v1dua1 picked for such a sensitive and da.ngerous a551gmnent

- would be burdened with other chores or assxgnments 1m.rned1ately _

_ thereafter.‘

Lumumba was st1ll ahve, a.lbe1t under arrest as of the rm.ddle S

of January 1961 and it seems clear that QJ' WIN had left the Congo

in December 1960 A 19 December cable to Leopoldv111e author1zes
. lns return to Luxembourg on 21 December a.nd 1nstructs Luxembourg ’ 3

- _ 'to pay him 1000 dollars for December salary, Wh.lCh is the fmal

EERIEER . I

payment for hJ.S serv:.ces on th1s operat1on. Also, headquarters was .
_working- out the deta.ils of a Congo ass1gnment. An 11 January 1961 e

' headqua.rters memorandum, Wthh refers to T/A's da.ted Zl December )

1960, states that the referenced amounts were g1ven to QJWIN by the -

Chlef of Station, Luxembourg. Th.1s suggests that QJ'WIN was in-

'Luxembourg on or before 21 December

_Subseq_uently, it appears that QJ WIN operated in Europe; trying

to spot and assess individuals whom the A'gency could use in.safe'- A

cracktng operatmns, 1n line w1th one of the pr1nc1pal mlssmns of

. FI/D. A24 May 1962 cable to Luxembourg mentlons that a dec131on

was made to keep him in Europe and that the Leopoldv111e ass1gnment -
had been cancelled. A transfer to Baden-Baden is deemed a good - ~

choice. Also, a 24"Apri1 1964 disptach from Luxembourg, .which. S

!"“] r\-u--y."
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mentlons the termination of QJ WIN‘s contract refers to the fact
- that his.only assignrnent sinCe Janua.ry 1962 has been te estahlish _ _-
| ~ cover.
| Agency officers whe yvere h_a.nriling QJ WIN m Euroi)e were airriest B
certainiy u:iatyare of the fact tha.t he' .wa.s bei.n.g-.c'o.nsider-ed.:as:azi aeeet l_ _.
by the semor Agency o£f1c1a1 who had beguh to become a.ctive in o
february 196.2 in the assasematioh plot against Castro. A.n u.ndated

(EYES ONLY) memorandum from the Deputy Director (Plans) refers -

l ~ " toa 19 February 1962 memorandurn and authonzes the r;tentmn of
the serv1cee of QJWIN in act1v1t1es.wh_1<_:h we have 1de_x_1tif1ed as -
‘_ c.oirichidehtial w1th the assaesination plot agam.st Caetro; 'I‘he dateof '-__
% _': o the referehce memorandum coincides with th_e time that the"eenliqr. -_ - :

- e . . . . . -

Agency official _became actively involved .ih_this. enterpriee. A |
-nier.nora.ndu'm.of 27 Jur_lé 196 3_.-d.ea1ing with the further handling of .
QJ' WIN.' mehtidns that this enterprise hae beeh tern'iina.ted,. _exc.epi-: L
.for one precautionary "life line. " . L

In summary,i it is almost certam that QJ' WIN had notl’ung at a11 |

to do with the assasmnatmn of Lumumba, even though the contents -a:id
. language of a.vailable files are ofteh clryptic. a.hd imprecise. If he had :

been,- it is highly unlikely that the nurnber of Agency efii'cere hanc.lling-_ :

and contemplating assignments for him would have been so large. The

e e i o L i e ot tme s = o o & At st s




14-00000
)

Y n-'s?. : | % - | -
@ SEGRET ® .
- . . | ¥ fald : :

: sy ey
headqua.rters division for whon's he) wo Tct{d was concerned Anter
: alia, with obta.in.ing foreign cibher and code books,. and it is reasona.ble'
- _ “to conclude that QJ WIN's pruna.ry and e:tclus;.ve respon51b111ty wae to :
_' find 1nd1v1dua.ls who could do th13 kmd of Job One of the offxcers who
: _ﬁrst met Qr WIN in Luxembourg was on a tr1p overseas to fmd sa.fe-.
crackers a.nd document-supphers. The 14 December 1960 ca.ble
ment:.ons keep:.ng h:.m clean and usmg h1m in Daka.r and pos s1b1y M11an,-
' wh1ch was spec1£1cally mentmned in the 13 October dlspatch as offenng '
| go-od p0531b111t1es for ﬁnd.mg safecrackers a.nd document supbhers. .. '
Further, good tradecraft pract1ces vtrOuld d1ctate that the last thmg |
| that would keep an 1nd.1v1dua.1 clean would be mvolvement in an
; a.ss_a.ssination-plot. Although the Ch1ef of FI/ D co1nc:.dentally was
.' later assigned.reepons1b1l1ty for the Castro operatxon, .there is
' _.no ev1dence to suggest tha.t he ‘was pr1vy to assasmnatmn plote pr1or
-to his br1e£1ng in late 1961. ) | |
o - Whlle QJWIN was considered for use in the 'fe:recutive action
capabi-lltyl', 'there ie no i_nformation available to suggest that he had
ever been abproached in this re.gard,. much lese _ueed in any of the .

"~ planning.
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Based on available evidencé if $ééms clear that the Agency

was in no way involved in'the ‘assassination of Lumumba. However, :

‘in the course of our research, two aspects of the Lumurnba Story '

surfaced that indicate Agency 'invol\'remen_t in a plot. In the 'o'n_e s

_ _in"stance,l our 1967 .source. mentioned the.. name of an Agéﬁcy offiée;-_
o 'who was de51gnated as the c.ase off1cer for an assass1natron piot S
- agamst Lmnumba, but reported that he had dechned the asslgnment.- L
: 'That off1cer was the or1g1nator of a 19 December 1960 Cable to L

- LeOpoldv:llle in wluch he authorlzed the return of" QJ WIN to e

Luxembourg on 21 December to awa1t further mstructmns and the : i

payrnent of 1000 dollars to h1m for h1s December salary by the o
'Luxembourg Station. The last paragraph of the cable advises .

o Leopoldv111e that headquarters is workmg out the details of a Congo

ass1gnrnent for QJWIN The same ofﬁcer was the or1g1nator of a

o 31 January 1_961 memorandum. dealing _With payments to QIWIN. .

. In the second instance, a 17 December 1960 cable from

'L'eopo.ld'ville dea.1$ with the activities of a nevrly recruited agent,
| " WIROGUE, whose mission W_as to try to spot persons for a.".. ‘

surveillance team, intelligence assets (with emphasis on Orientale .

Province), and paramilitary assets. The second paragraph of the

cable mentions that he resided in the same hotel as QIWIN (Ialthough

ne1ther knew of the others CIA connectwn) and that he approached

Fi L
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the latter on 14 December w1th an ol’fer of 300 dollars per month to o

participate in an 1nte].11gence net and to be a member of an "execution

squad " When QJWIN sa1d tha.t he was not 1nterested WIROGUE o

o added that there would be bonuses for spec1al Jobs.' The cable S

mentioned in paragraph 6 that the Station was concerned w1th the free :

wheehng of WIROGUE hlS lack of secunty, hlS 1nab111ty to handle

ﬁnances, and h:.s unw11].1ngness to follow 1nstruct10ns._ The Station -
-, was w111mg to keep him on probation, but beheved Ins recall would
. be the best solution. A suggested alternative was to put h1m 1n o

: Stanleyville. to try to obtain immediate intelligence on that area. -

In an attempt to reconstruct events, Africa Division was apprised )

" of the above and was asked to 'search its r'ecords in an attempt to

" clarify what WIROGUE was up to in the Congo and hlS reference to a.n )

"execution squad L The research d.1d not clarlfy the matter to any :

great extent, although some assumptions can be made on the basis of o

 circumstantial evidence. On 19 September 1960 two members of '

| _Africa D1v131on met w1th WIROGUE to dlSCU.SS an operat1onal a331gn-

ment in that d.1v15ion. 'In connection w1th the a551gmnent, ' he was_ to' :
be trained in demolitions, small arms, and medical immunization; :' o
In October 1960, a cable to Leopoldville stated that he was being

prepared for a deep cover assignment to arrive Leopoldville late

-

8

g » . . . . R ..
[ g ) S
R e e L S ) T "'Em

e o g e e et s e



14-00000

S vy SR |
. .»- .' | : S @ F‘.-’"’.r'.‘“‘**' @ : . _ .”..

e _ R November. Headquarters'hbte’d the-intent to use him as a utlhty

ageht in order to "(a) orga.mZe a.nd conduct a surve111ance team; (b)_.

S .. ._i-_._.:mtercept packages,. (c) blow up bndges, a.nd (d) execute other a.s-sz.gn.-. E
. . ,ments reqmrlng poe1t1ve act1on. H1$ ut1heat1en is not to he teetr1cted E
to Leopoldv111e. Indeed he may be shbJect to call by -other A.fr1can R
statxons although 1t is expected for him to be res1dent in Leopoldv.tlle "..'. |
| WIROGUE arnved in Leopoldv:tlle on 2 December 1960 H1s case
o -.'o£f1cer gave h1m the followmg 1nstructmn8° (a) to bmld cover poss1b1y ..

by openmg a shop, and (b) to try to spot persons for a

survezllance team, mtelhgence a.ssets and Qaramlhtary a.ssets.

< .-Shortly after arnval WIROGUE ran into QJ’ WIN who later told the -
- stahon that WIROGUE looked 11ke an 1nte111gence agent. In attemptmg' - k
- ..to recruit QJWIN for h1s "executmn squad'', WI_ROGUE exceeded.lhie '
o insttucﬁons to a.void making applroache.s without checking w1th _ \ e
- Leopoldv111e Stat1on. - |
- In January 1961 at the request of the Leopoldv111e Statmn, '
o .'WIR,OGUE was g1ven permission to take ﬂymg lessons. By March, |

" he had obtamed the pos1t10n of W

L . _ o ’ 'ws.th the _Va . ; in that capac1ty he was used by' CIA for the .-

purpose of gathering 1ntell1gence on_@@ By

' Apti_l,_the_ were trying to use him to obtain arms and
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" _ i - mstructors in Western Europe. ATso, 'ﬁ“e was then teachmg t.he : L
: ) B _ @aﬁ He departed Leopoldv111e in J'uly beca.use .'
kD -‘ “he had run mto d1££1cu1ty obtammg a res1dence permlt a.nd hlS CIA |
; contract was terrmnated in September 1961 | o oy
- Africa D1v131on beheves that WIROGUE was recrmted for hls : |
j 1'__--. : _' - Congo ass1gnment because of his. third country nat:.onal background"
in orde‘r to estabhsh a support mechanasm in Leopoldv111e. At the |

' -t1me the Congo was in chaos, we ha.d few assets there, and the |

.' 11ke11hood exlsted tha.t the. poht:.cal s1tua.t1on would degenera.te B

. qmckly_. ‘The Statmn poss:.bly also wanted to have a latent pararns,11taryl
c_apahi]ity. An October 1964 assessment of WIROGUE 1nd1cates 11tt1e N

z - - ' flap potential wzth h1m smce he knew 11tt1e about the Agency._ " He sp_ent' . :

most..of'his time try_.ing.to. dewvelop conta.ct_s and was not d.irectly involred

-in any particular operation. - -
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