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10 Chief, Wa lrqu DATE 11 August 1955
Via Chief of Jtatlon, @nmej

FROM Chief of 3ase,(§¢l&d> A

(5-22 |

SUBJECT- cenerau  Oporational
secrc- U,5, Embassy and Italian Fetroleum Industry.

1. Following are DENTER's comments (22 July 1955), which he asserts reflect
runors circulating in "xnowledgeable circles'" in lome, on the alleged activities

of tho HEubassy in the matter of Italian petroleum resourcas. %

leun Congress opposed clil, are now presenting a united front with

‘EnricdZAATTRI in his opposition to thne exploitation of Italian petroleum deposits
by Azericen intorosts. This new situation is the result of confidential
mation end advicgfurnished to the Italian patroleum groups and to MATTEI
ty Rzaiglo DanilofGRILLO. GiRiLLO, vice-director gsneral of political aff:
tho Italien Poroi Kinietry, is a former "squadrista" and pst of Galeagso
through vwhose influence GTUILLU reached the upper echelons of the Forei@ Ministry.

i
3. dhen it waa learned in Rome that lirs bE was to be gpiointed Ambassador
- to Italy, a secrot meoting was held in the homéfof Velerio JunfidDRGHESE to devise
wayo oand mosans of latching onto the new ambassabor. At this met ng GRILLO and
throe othor "gonti{luomini" wore chosen to "get in with" the ambassador, These
individuals, in Rome's high society, are known as "sommozzatori" (frog-mon or

undor-wator damolitions men),

@ The great majority of Italian petroleun companies, which until the IV
Yorld

4o GULiv has reportedly succeoded in gaining good entree to tha Ambassador
end takeo edvantage of this to monitor her officiel activities, One result of
GAILLO's contact with the Ambassador has beon, according to these same rumors,
tha change of tactics sdopted by the Italian petroleun companies toward the

Azoricans,

5. Amarican pstroleun intorosts, allegedly being determined to absorb all
Italian pstroleun production, already have their reprosentatives sounding out
Itelion pstroloun porsonalities with a proposition involvidg Aaerican purchaso of
cootrolling otock i{n the Italian campanies, [Gr. Uff, Kand "’ RETTI, prosident of
4P, Corco d'Italia, Romo, s ona of the mportant I 7ho havo received such
o propooition., PuRSTTI discussed the mattor wit,h(Cm CHACO, high-ranidng
f\;not,iomry ef tho Italian Mindstry of Industry. LO‘NGYA imadiately informod
MATTZI, end a conclave of Italia.n patmlm md.w%ry directors was called fortindth,
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have bogun to msnouver with th
in ¢cmolishing all Italian resistance.

leea circlos, inforwmoed as they

Rozs carly in July.

for tho Azalfitana riviera.

boceza ¢loar that Allied victory was certain, KATTul

of ea Austxisn eaptadn who was an important officer
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