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' SUBJECT: GENBRAL-~ Intellijence 2 B ;

22 SPECIFIC-- Meoatling :.ri_th "Professor LAURA" (Subjuct ofCSE{AND? 5’5‘/‘" ) :

FeF: (RUNIS39, DIR-39952
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 woald eppear a volid agsumption in vicw of the fact that he danied (in
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Attachsd aro two copies of a memsrandum for the record on the Subject of a

cantact botueen Robert F. CHATHAM eund "Professor LAURA® to vhea referonce was

nade in botB(GMANIDITIY and DIR-39952, This coitact wes made at the requast

of the doputy chief to HIDMATCH. A saniticed copy of the memorandum has

beon transmitted to the MIIWATCH office. 4ny ecticn in furthasrance of the .
digcusoions described in the memorandum would necessarily be talen by the '
lccal OLACID eatablishment. '

Ho plana are presently known for extending ODACID support to Subjoct; howe
ever, if any such gupport were to be given by private parsons (such as
Socrotary ARARETA) thip probably would not becans known to UDYCKE circles.

It eppsared from his remorks that Subject had not’contacted KUBARK channols
in tho courzo of hia current Asian tour -= elther in Imdia or Indochina,
Discroet quostioning revealed thot the 2 March meeting under ARANETA's
gpongorghlp wos evidently Subject's firat direct appoal, in ths ccurse of
hig current tour, to OUYOIE for essistance. Houover, Subject may havo besn
vithbholding dstails of other cemtacts with ODTOKE representativese This

R

rogponoe to & question) that he had contacteg GLICIE representatives racente
Yy in Hong Hong (per parngraph five of(SI-lANZj{)-9539). '

2
With reference to tho potential far KUBARK purposes of Subject's organisation,
it became nanifestly apparent in the course of his remarka that no cohesive
vehicla exists for the purposes he described (howover laudatory his purposes,
perticularly in ths Hanoi-Haiphong arcas); that Subject has given only
limited attontion to the types of materials to be disseminatsd by his
"friends®; cnd that Subject eppeared to bo far toc ungyoicmatlc to be
emtrusted vith anything but the finighed product in quantity (rather than
funds to arrange for its publication). :

‘> Clarence T. Douthat

of memorandum as indi~sted above :
P LR L 44 -
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J
{9 3 naren 1955
HEMORANDUN FOR_THE BECORD:

SUBJECT: Heoting with Q‘mfeaso%im"

On tho evening of 2 March 1955, CHATHAN proceeded to the apartment of Agriculture
Soorstary SalvadSPJARMETA with a membsr of the OIACIL political section arnd en
ODCHOP gtaff membar. 1n brief convorsabtica with the ODCHOP officer prior to
reaching the ARANETA heme, CHATHAM exploimed that he hed beon instrected not to

. gpeolfionlly identify himsclf as anything but OLACID (that is, not to claim
USIA eonnactions)j and that something was known of the “Professorts®
agtivities elscwhere, which though epparently well inteationsd, were subject to
some qusstion from the OLTORE polioy viowpoint. The ODCHOP officer explaimsd
that hio only interost was in complying with tho wishes of ARANETA (with whem
he had close liaison relationship which he di not wish to jeopardise in any way)
that he bring some representative of QIACID by to mset hie gusst.

We wore ushersd into tho ARANETA penthouss at 6115 p.m., and wore immocdiatoly

- grooted by ARANETA himoel! and his wifo who evidently had been conversing on
tho balgeny with the men they introduged es “professor LAURA"™ -- pomouhst care-
fally emphasising tho titls end the nams; the latter was pronouncsd "LOU (as

in loud) BA® giving equal strass to bota syllables.

¥ Subjeot uwns effusively friendly althcugh quite ohy in his greetings. Lis accent
is emtremoly strong, bearing somo ressnblence to ary Slavic group bubt with oome
othor influsnce eo woll. He ic approximatoly fifty (both in eppsarznge and in
actusl age), wasrs hormerimmed glasces, cumnor=weight eivilien clothes, and
vith a geoat ochock of very white hair, worn leong.

Wa ocat in o circle (emcept for Mro. ARANETA, who withdrew immsdismtoly). The
QIZEOP man also dspavbtad very voon aftor cur errivel with epologica and o=
plocsticns of enothor chgagessnt, Subjsct epresd a emall map on the fleor. and
--bogen poiutisg cus the ereas of Coezaunlst influonce end control (all ef whish O\
woro naThsd in chades of rod) cnd tho potontial victims of the nont Comunist
idnseroicny egoainst tho West. He focussed his attention (and ours) en Indce
Chiea and India, N :

Eubiesd clroulatsd o quaztity of paophlats end brochures or magasines in various
igngusgose Bo cuiplafnmed thad Do had porscasily picksd thege up 4n b3 cowrse of
o vgry fey dags cpont rocendly Lo Indtis, ukeso bo had boea visliting villages
cnd ¢olliny with pscpla. lHo peliaoded cud thad almsst aldl tho publieallicns wero
preducsd 4n Kozoow and tho rosalcdar in Felplng, Es contim:izd by saying that
tho Cozmumists (Ruzsicn or Chitsso) have o cozplsto monspaly 4in boelko end @ll

%3 ¢ printed mabler in Innia $odsy, particulorly 4o tho cmaller Uowns apd .
villogese Koot of (head pudlicabicza cre clroulated froe) scmo of then cost ¢
¢vo or throo & four acanshs) oo evoe in Englich, othksrs are in ths varisus
gl :{Thay are oa overy conceivable cubjeot and are designsd for &ll oges. @
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S103s2d cxplednad thad in Iedia (ond in Inde-China) thoge publicaticns ars bairg
prassd in%o ths emallsed hamloto 1iln o flecd from Negecu and Fel ¢ Tha
puGpla ¢on't havo to sosk roading matorials, nor do they have to go fak for en
ciplansticon of what thego pamphlots coatein. ‘“Loadore® or “cadroa® are overye
GizFo 40 cxplain the material, particularly in ths schools and amonz youths and

o%uldanio.

Yo cotd (43 emsuer to u quootion) that he had coon scme US=produced materials
in thcso aveas, but that thoy woro clmest imposcoible to f£ind im tho outlying
erasd,  Bo pointedout that tho Cenaunis® wmatorisle woro cleverly doos and in
CoZo €339, beaubiful oxmamples of prinling end propuganda presoatotion.
Suhjcet otatsd thot ho Lo rov most imlorcotad in tho Holphong and Hanol aress
o? Irde<China becausa thaae will bo turnad ovor to tha Cozmunists very ocoon
fcr tholr control, ks statod thad his idea is to flodd thoso critical placeo
widch foos tho Gommunist tide momentardly with cp much antl-caterislistic; pro-
Christisn roading waterial es pocsiblos. Ho hopes thoreby to “"immunlcse® the
rinds of tho cimple pecsants end wmassss of people egainst the appeals of |
Giboiotio Communism c2d matorialistic deotrinos which thoy teach which turn
Esn egainst westorn ideas and civilisatlon. He displayed ceveral ezcmples of
viad ho hzad in olod. Ho polnted cut thal thage publicabicns (emd ¢f thege was
a (hin, multi=golor Fronch magasine entiticd "Blou Existo” ("Thore ic a God")
vhich ho hod coguired 1n Forls, and which he had glven to "eoms friends® in
Ezigcn to tramelale into lorth Vietrnamasae dialects &s soon ez posaible, along
with a fow otbar itemy of o sinilar nature.

- La thza ezplainnd that in thesce critical vorder avcas of Indo=China thore are

cany Cotbollen who will goon ba completoly isolated fram the West by the
Cexmuniots. It 1o hio idsa to rsach these poople bafors it is too late “through
cuy fricnds thoro" whom ko deseribed as Catholic laymon and priests or Just
pledn poeplo who ward uflling to assiet in thio wdrke The task iso simpla, end
carely 4invelvoo possing along reading materiecls to other known friends for
further circulation cs broadly es pessiblos These pacple have the capability
o hazfloe “largo quontitics® of this materiol, he claimazd, ©®The leaders® ere
czcng then to toll thoa howe Ho did not explain wiho hed instresied the
icadara, or whatl they knsu, or who they wore, in faot, He ntoted that this
w23, in effcol, “undorground sotivity® and es such could not bo described in
eny dstodl to enyond who was mot “on tho ground.? He ccmpared it to an ico-
tasg 521&1::, ednitiing that he was tho pringipal lsadsr and motivating farea.

tvarg

Ha explainad that ho has “holpful frionda™ in Paris ead Roma and Belgium end
ctbar plosss wio had beoen avore of bis ectivitics cinse ho began in 1953, He
683853 k3t fn thio povicd, thoy had assleted hio effords working froa Roms
principally fndo Pelznd end Dascheslovalia end to a lossor extent, Yugeslsvia,
licegary exd Bezania, In fasl, ho couzht to intreduse "astoriale® whorever ho
€suld bohind tho Ire finmdaln, by uvholdver mcans. Ho explained that his wosk
vss kncea %(cmﬁ‘ﬁ&samm (vhea ko idontified only vagualy as “ccasons
wacos eativitica wo cortelinly koov aboud®) end t3 sama ricans ea woll,
4z2lziing cur cum Ambasaador to ltaly,\yra} Clare BootliizZhCE. Ho had Just.
“od fray Bans, Ho had gona o Saigon 4n Octobor 193k to begin his efforts
j At countsy. lla tourod the cutlying creas for ocuo weeks beforo proceeding
" o Bazo via India, On returning, Lo had egoin stopped in India oand then
presssdad to Seigon. . . 5 4,
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Tho inzpiration to coo to Handlo to sosk halp had came froa "geveral Jesudt
£rign2s? vham bo knsy bore froan thelr former coatacta in Chima, Ho bkpd boen in
Caim Sren L5486 to 19uSs50, whan ho had bsen forged to lesve far Teiwvan, He
oemzinsd thoro watdl 1552, vhon he had had o hoart sttack apd wes forced to

g9 €0 Bzmo for a rest. Ho had had many fricnds on faivan end hed "spomt ecza
Ling? m*ﬁﬁew Ealeghok explaining hio idsosn for using Todivan ce a base for
ten §dasdogical conguest of tho mainland® to reach the mlillions of Chinsse uhoa
-tk Comunists had not yot won.

Ha c24d bls informaticn indicated that a million gusspilles vero sotive through-
oot China ga lata as 1958=53, but now it vap top late, CHIAM ho daooribed as
a ghoed, a shadow, a logend vho wes camplotoly out of touch even with things

in Toivan. Ths CGimolo gon {TiMAKS Chinge=iuo, controlled overything: ho was
tredncd in Hooccw, was formorly a Coammunlot, but waz not ome now. Howovery he
we3 a ruthloos, cyulcal tyrant who would soon dominate complatoly. ls roferred
%0 tho idea of tho idaticmaligts returning to ths mainland as "tha wildest

£elly <= uttorly abourd cnd fantagtisg.® thin time wo wore szatéd at the
tablo for dinnor, Hrg. ARANETA let aup@mmn") od -

3ot went on to dooscribs the techniquas and patterus of Cozmunist ccequest

ﬁ podlcy. o explainsd thad he had been a partisan leadar in Yugoslavia and
vend on o azplain the Tito pogition abt longth, decrying the acosptanco of
“3itoicm® o o brcak from llecsoow whon it was meroly on acecmmodation. - Ho epokwe
of hig travels in tho USSR after the end of World var il end of his dsteraination

%0 go to the Fer Easd to work apainst Communism, He edmitted, in respcage to @

\qms%on, that ke hold en(italian)psasport: "Tito did not want ma to loave.®

\

Tho dlgoussion wvont on to o lengthy cxamination by Subjcot of Sovied plans and
pEFpesss, 63 ho porceived thea frea his own parsonal exposure to Soviot militarists
Guritg the var and $o thoir political commisoors and cadros af hozo and abroed
and ot all lovels for yoara. His reviow vas somstimes inclsivo, sozatinag
éangorcusly overoinmplificd, "They could tghke Burea or Thalland tonighd by
toldeghons, and Fogugsa tomorrey ndght, the sama vay., Bud they won't.¥ Uo
czplaincd tho Soviot policy as calculated to build up HEHHY es a world figure,
vhieh wed ovcoeeding, sinoe ho wes serving their purposoa ebrosd beautifully,
elthstgh hio io losing very fast at homs. The Congress Farty is chot through
with Comauniots. It is only a matter of time until it is ccapletaly a Communiost
crgan. - . , '
-
Tho USSA did not want g ohooting war; they vwill continus a poliey of pro=oting
146239 vorp (o blesd US pirength and buy ¢tima, Thoy are building atomic slrength,
Ia 1647, bs had tcld Genaral GROVE that ko kosu thad overy lezding ezatern
Lurcpozn ebtcnlo ocolcntist was at work in Cho USSR arnd that 4t =as% by essumsd
that thoy bhad tho bombs TRGAN did oot cdmit this uatil Sopteader 1849, He
favercd (thiz polnd was choaled by quostions) sozs tcehsn abomio bombing by the
U3 of Coviot canloro of induatry to dator thignm fron ihsir immsdlate and leong
rango purpooes cod to pholio tho regima from uithin, Faremildtary (sis) o othsr
* t7po eotion, through vhatevar vehicle, would be dissipated to the winds - would
ecilove nothing bud buy 6 minuts of (izo == unleas it was coordinmated on a world
g22dse Tho Jums 1953 East Geman riots wore our opportunitys the West miceed
4¢ by uot pouring in machineguns iunstead of wellvishes by redio.
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i? i Acked what ho vanted fraa us (or hoped to get, or nséded most, or would sottlo ;
st for) ho gaid ho would liim to bo ablo to prist litorature for distribution in
ig: : é&kﬂ@acngnﬂanoi izmcdiately. "Wo have until tho end of April." He thought his

i contosto and friends could hamdls 300,000 copies == thio figure took several - ‘
B i cesonds ¢o ocao out, Ho kmgu thoro was somo capability for this in the USIS i
- ‘ - mschanign horo, which had goze rogional responsibility. Ha doubted that the '
' typafaces for Vietnamese dlaleeto vare available here (thia point wpes roised
%o digeover if pessible what inguiries he had made). Ha has a "planelead®

(@ quantity, he admitted on quostioning) of books and pamphlets collested for
hiz in Balgiun and France for distribution in Indo-China,

Ho aoked if it would bo pessible for him to coe MIDWATCH before he (Subjeet)
lofd for Salgon. Ho realised that Chief OACID had bad very little time while
ke wao here acd thus had uo hope of geeing him., He would wait until ap-

proximately 7-8 darcn to see !liiWATCH if posaible. No promisss of an appolint-
nent were made,

Ho gave ons copy of the Freneh-language publication as an exsaple of vhat bs
kad in mind for circulstlon, It was exploinsd to him (and to tho Scoretary)
that wo wore in no pesition to malie any sort of coamitzent, but that we would
bring bis story to tho attention of the proper people ad ODACID, ovenituslly
including, if pozaible, Chief 0LALIDL, by normal channals to headquarters city.
Thia vas very gratifying ¢o both men. They thanked us profusely.

Q‘ 6ﬁ5whau w3 ware lsaving, ths Seoretary followed uaogit to thse elovator, Ho ez-
' Elninmd that this man yaa, io fact, but had apked for

o onable him to carry on this work, Uo cogepted
Subjectis bona fides @B @ result of the assurancea orEt::::‘;jnrga (tho
i Sesretary) hoped we could airange gome sssistange for this eanaa.o ing was

very cordial,

W : Subjact nokes a very strong improssion for his tremondous spirid of dedicatien
. : to hin task. Ho 1a a otrong personality with considorable intelligenus, but his
cannor is vory reserved and rathar chy. His shymses may derive in gems moasure
fren tho linguistic barrior; his English is quite limited, and ceveral times he
uged Fronch words or cxpressions without appposntly bsing suware of this.

Subjeot doas not appear (0 be well physically, 18§ extremely nsrvous, apd ate
vory little at dinnor. He wsp not ot esse in this socisl situation,
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