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Mi ’yORAAD{J’l IR RECORD

‘John k. Petersoca
Atlanta Resident ({fice

Reasponse to Call-in to Agency lMeadquarters/Initial Contack (Telephone)
with Joha Daniel Williamgon, Carrollton, Seorzia .

1. On 7 January 1975 Albert S. Coleman of tha Yashington Fiald s
Cifice called us to pass on information that he had just been giv,n by
{Dale Zelmex) DCD Headquarters, regarding a call received by the Agency
duty oificer on Eew,Yaax s Eva from one Johmn Daniel Williamson of
‘Carrollton, Georgia. Williamson identified himself as a Hethodist
minigstar and gave his address as Route §2, Box 3645, Carrallton,
Caorgia Phens: (404) 854~8443,

2. Ia his call to Agency lieadquarters, Hilliamson saild that he had a
friend who bad information on the iszpending overthrow of a foraizn povern—
ment. The information regarded illagal shipment of arms from the US to
the foreign country., Williamson said that bhis friend had wanted to try to
sell tha information to the foreizn country conceruned but that when the
friand told Williamson about it Willlasmson pravallad on Lim to lat him
(Willlamgon) bring it to the attention of the proper gevernment ageacy,

- resulting in his call to our headquarters on New Year's Bve. Williamson
- asked that aometne from the Agency ba put in cemtact with him.

3, Ou the afrernoon of 7 Janevary 1975, sfter verifyiog through the
phons operator thar Willlsmason was listed in the Carrolliten area (he
zctually lives at Roowville, Ceorgia, om Tyus Road, but the Reopville
phones are handled under the Carrollion exchange), we called hisz number.
¥a wara informed by a young male volce, apparenily his son, that Williamson
was indeed a tethodisc minister, but that he taught school every day during
tha week in the high sehool at Franklin, Georgila, except on Zaturdsys when
he worked pll day at a hardwara stora at Roekmart, Georzia. UYe wers told
that he praachad on Sunday mornings. We wera not told what he dozs on
Supday afterneons. Since he was not to e at home untdl aftar 53 Dﬁ we

called him £rom our own home that some evaning. , ‘ S
‘ e

£, Williasmson aczemad o ba expectiag our call although we had :
identified ocurselves during the sarilar cali. He zave us eusentially pha. ?
sana iaformation furmishad during his Hew Yesr's Eve call. He saild that s
the friend about whom he called 1z a “former parishionar and livew in the j
Carrolliton araa.” He preferred not to provide us with the friend’s pame -
and addyvess. The informacion, however—that which we were abla to ;
aacertain-—soundad on the ap—an;—up ag far a3 dMr. Willlawsou's part in it :
was concerned, for be seemed to be a slocers and well intentioned individ-
unl, Jha; w» tried to at least learn the name of the foreizn countyy

inveived, Wiliiomgon said that his frisad wonld not give him that
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5. Ua did learn that tha friend whom Williamsonm described as a
business consultant, “a kind of a high-finance man involved in
setting up corporations,’ who often travela abroad, had been appreached
by scwsorne "locally,’ i.e., in the Carrolltos-West Atlanta area
{(Carxollton is about 40 miles west of Atlanta). The friend waz said to
be "a good friend, a reliabde man, a2 cellege graduate, an established
ran in the comsmunity.  According to Willfamson, the friand was

" approached because of the pature of his work to perform zome sovt of -

task for the group, and he “koew that scmething was wroag.”’ The friend
then learned all bs could about thae placned operation and eventually
talked with Williamson about it. The friead told Willlamaeon that the
gun-running cperation had been going on for about a yaar.

6. At one polut Willlamson said that hia friemd told him that
Yrhe peopla involved In this thing won't besitata to kill him {the
friend) aand he knows that he's going to have to leave this part of the
country when 1t comes to light.” Williauson told ua: “I feel like I‘ve.
got this man's 1ife in my hands and I domn’t want to do snything to
jeopardiza his life, bhecause I know him and his famdly and all.”
Wiiliamson suggested that wa meet his friend at tha Cape and Sword Motel
restaurant on I-20, near 81z Plags Over Georgla, west of Atlaunta, and
be said that the two of them had alrsady talked of this as a good
meeting place., We told Williamsen that wa would be glad to aeet with
his friend but first we would 1like for his friend teo give uz a call so
that we nay talk with him. Ve gsve our office phone number to
Williamson. As of the writing of this meworandum, we have had no eall.

7. From tha information that Williamson provided, e.g., locaticn
of peopla iovolved, an attempt to meet with an Agency representative
{to possibly get us involved perszly by agsociation), wa believe that much
of the substance of the matter could be the ssme as that which was. .
vreported from this office to OSS as related by Stephen Van Clieave
regaxding Mitch Werbell, et al. (See ATL-39-74, 28 February 1974,
Resuma of Contacts with Stephem Van Cleave; ATL-533-74, 9 April 1974,
Stephea Yan Cleave.) Hiteh Warbell's operation, which hag been
described locally as a "machine-gun factory,” is locatad at Powder Springs,
Georgia, about ten miles uorth of the 1I-20 Cape and Swoxd Motal. At say
ratz, ¥r. ¥Willianson's friecd has been slven the o»portunity o centacz TS
and we ara swailing his call. ) )

JOHN R. PETERSON

‘£ice of Chief, DCD (B. Zeimer)
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