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Attached for your Information 
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26415-74.
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Planning of Coup Against the Government of the Bahamas
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Support Branch/Operetional Support Section
'■*i900, Kav Building - ext« 2268
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OSS.
(MIAMI TWX 12584)

FIELD COMMENTS

A) Re Watts/Bem telecon, 10 September 
1974.
B) The meeting took place the morning 
of 7 September 1974 1n Miami. Joe Merola 
telephoned Matt MacVane at h1s home on 
7 September 1974 to pass on this Informa
tion. The telecon was unsolicited by 
MacVane, who no longer contacts Merola 
per DCD Headquarters Instructions. Com 
Robinson flew 1n from Nassau to meet with 
Joe Merola and Mike Yamanls (Yamanls 1s 
apparently from Ft. Lauderdale and Hke 
Merola he has close ties to arms dealers 
and mercenaries). Robinson plans to meet 
again with Merola and Yamanls after com
plete financial details have been worked 
out 1n Nassau.
Filed: 1019002
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NO. PAGES 1COUNTRY Bahamas

SUBJECT REFERENCES Case 61401

DIRECTORATE OF 
OPERATIONS

Planning of Coup Against the 
Government of the Bahamas

. This report is believed to contain Information of operational interest and may not be disclosed to personnel outside 
the Directorate of Operations withoutthe . prior permission of the Domestic Collection Division.

CLASSIFICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT NO. OO-A(S) 322/26415-74

DATE n September 1974

SOURCE U.Sv citizen, convicted arms dealer who maintains close ties 
to known underworld figures.

vJ DOMESTIC COLLECTION DIVISION 
OPERATIONAL INFORMATION REPORT

1. Com (Robinson), a black Bahamian who resides in Nassau, Bahamas, 
recently has made foreign enquiries into the possibility of hiring 
armed mercenaries to be used in an attempt to overthrow the 
Government of Prime Minister Lyndon 0. (Pindling). During 
a meeting with non-Bahamians, who have close ties with foreign, 
arms dealers, that took place outside of the Bahamas Robinson 
stated that he represents elements of the Bay Street merchants 
of Nassau, and that funds are available for action against the 
Bahamian Government. According to Robinson, his group is looking 
for foreign assistance in the planning, equipping, and execution of 
a coup against the Government. He said that there are many Bahamians 
who are in sympathy with his planned course of action, and that 
after full details are worked out and the required funds are set 
aside, he will convene another meeting with the foreigners in order 
to finalize the appropriate arrangements.
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PLANING OF COUP AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
Bahamas

CONVICTED ARM
MN '1‘JDERVORLD FIGURE

Vti’IMEMT GF raiME MINISTER LY
AHaMIaHS, who

l. 00* (ROBINSON), A BL.ACM PaNaHIaN V»n RESIDE" IN NaSSa’I, 
A‘AS, RECENTLY WAS maDF FOREIGN EN«’!TRI'S INTO THE POSSIBILITY 
i.-TFpJ-; ARMED MERCENARIES TO ?E ''EED IN ail ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW

i 0. (PIDDLING).
CLOSE TIE' WITH FOREIG’I

nrAL’.RS, THAT TOOK PLACE C-UTSIDE CF THE BaMa’Ia.' R0BIN30M 
:Te TED THAT HE’RE PRE SENT 3 ELEMENTS OF THE BaY STREET MERCHANT" 

’iASSAIJ, AND THAT FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ACTION AG4lN-iT
VC EAHAYIAV GCVFR.MMENT. ACCORDING TO °0^I*?30Nt Hl'C GRO’lP 
IS LOOKING FOR FOREIGN A S31 ST a ■••ICE I »l THE PLACING, EQUIPPING , 
Vj EXECUTION OF A COUP AGAINST THE GOVERNHEHT. HF SAID THaT . 
TWF.RE APE MANY BAHAMIANS VHC ARE IN SYMPATHY WITH MIS PLANNED 

OF ACTION, .AMD TH*T AFTER FULL DfTATLS ARE WORKED Ot’T 
THE REQUIRED ’RINDS ARE SET ASIDE, HE WILL CONVENE 

yjpi THP FOREMHKRS IN ORDER TO FINALIZE THE
/ ^npPTATF ARRANGEMENTS. END CF REPORT

FIELD COMMENTS, 
(*) THE MEET Ir!

(A) RE WaTTS/BEM TELECOM, !« 
____ __ TOOK.-PLACE the. mornimg .

tc'7A I’l "Iftin . JOE
‘-OMf. 7 SEPTF ^17’’ 1970 TO PfiSS 0/ THIS 

WAS -I'XJLICITiii) AY ■« v'VA^', WHO 
PER PCD pEaDOWaHTERC INSTR'iCTlON 

JAf TO MEET YITH JDS MEROLA
is apparsdtly••.fro.i FT, 

•>J TO aR*5 nrALL’<

r?74
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ACVAME AT Wp; i-»> 
Th<: 

inr.FR CONTACTS FTWLA 
KLI.V JH jrRrj;.;

«m rAMAtir; iya^ms
Lt^ f-'CROLA l« Ha’S CLOSE TH

J;>. POHIWf! Kaw TO H.KFT again with MT.ROLA
•J after TOILET'’ FI AL DfTftlLS HaVE R5.EN

F.
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(ROSbvSO'f) , a’ BLv::k BaHaMTaN WHO RESIDE-? IN■.MaSSa’’j
. BAHAMAS,; RECENTLY was MADE FOREIGN ENQUIRIES INTO THE ..POSSIBILITY 

OF HIRIWARMEO MERCENARIES TO .BE USED IN AN ATTEMPT. TO OVERTHROW 
THE GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MI NliJTER LYNDON 0. (PINDLING). "'Di’RING 
A MEETING WITH N0.N-3A.HAMI a M3, VHO -HAVE CLOSE TIES WITH FOREIGN

•/ ARMS,DEALERS,sT^AT TOOK PLACE OUTSIDE OF THE BaMaSAS ROBINSON. 
STATED That «£■ REPRESENTS ELEMENTS of THE 8a Y STREET MERCHANTS ■;

1 OFMIASSAU, 'At© that FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ACTION AGAINST , 
' the BAIHaMIAN government. according ,to .robinsow, his GROUP

V LOOKING- FOR ^FO’R’EIG'Vi 'ASSISTANCE IN,THE. PLANNING, J^lflPPING, A^'EXECtlTTCU'OF. a,-cou-p: against the government, he said' mr . THnF ARE many HA’HAMIANS.VNC are.in sympathy with HIS PLANNED -; - .'CCURSE OF ACTION-, AND THAT AFTER FULL DETAILS ARE WORKED 0(4At© THE REQUIRED-' FUNDS:-ARE SET ASIDE, HE WILL CONVENE ANOTHER .. ? MEETING WITH THF.-FOREIGNERS IN ORDER TO FINALIZE-THE .
'AiiSmRlATFl ARRANGEMENTS. ' END OF REPORT . . ’

2*? hELD^COMXENT^l (A) RE WaTTS/3EM TELEC0N> t” SEPTEMBER 1974.- (B) ' THE MEET1 KG TOOK?PLACE THE .MORNING: --... ’ .-OF T SEPTEMBER !97< IM MIAMI. JOE MEROLa.TELEPHONED MaTT ^ACVAHE^T HIS W^E ON;T;.SEPTEMBER 1974;LTd:r PaSS OjJ THIS .. .. . :i\FOR*ATIUN. ;T’H£J 'TELECON WAS UNSOLICITED BY MaCVaWE, WHO ^O/L’CNG-.R CONTACTS MEROLA PER OCT? HEADQUARTERS INSTRUCTIONS. (&» i?bFINSC!^ FLEW IN FROM NASSAU TO MEET WITH jOF MEROLA 
AND HIKE YA^'MIS (YAMANTS IS APPARENTLY FROM FT. LauDERDaLE 
At© LIKE FER.OLA HE PAS CLOSE TIES TO A’MS DEALERS A ND. 
MERCENARIES), ROBINSON PLANS TO MEET AGftIN WITH MEROLA

' AND YAMANIS AFTER COMPLETE FINANCIAL DETAIL? Hi>V£ BEEN 
WORKED-OUT IN NASSAU.


