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. SUBJECT - . .‘: -Media Inqulry to Cuban Exile Joarnallst in

2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

§ MAY w3

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dcputy Director for 0pcrat10r> -

. Miami re Cuban Involvemaent in Hatergate _
Case and Attltudes in hlaﬂl A“ca -
W

1. This mamorandum is ‘or your ;n;o;matzon only.,“

2. On 7 Hay 1973 we were advised. by Station FH/%iam* thatf? :

“two employeas of a Station WH/Micmi proprietary had itold the

tation that one Rene VIERA Gonzalez, a Cuban exils:journalist

- who writes for Diario Las Americas and owns the Westchester
. }Malli Bookstore In Miaml received a call in early May from one

FNU GOTTLIEB who said he worked for the Times in Washington.
(GOTTLIES is belleved to be Sanford GOTTLIES, 11102 Braudyw1n°

'St., Kensington, Md. who was formerly an emaloyeA -0fi the

" National Committee on Sane Nuclear Policy’. -A pretext call to |

the Washington buresau of the New York Tiaes verlflea ‘that one

- rSandy" GOutlieb vas employed there.) GuUIILIEB asked VIERA
- what people in Miami were saying about the Watergate case: and

‘what partlc ipation ¢he Cubans had in it. He swec1£1ca11y

asked about the activities of Reinaldo PICO (former 2506
Brigazde member), Orlando PIEDRA (former Chief of Cuban Bureau

of Inves*loaulon in Batista uovernmert), and Rolando MASFEARER )

(1oznar Cuba1 Sznator and self-admitted former Communist).

He also asked if ITT had an office -in Miami, whether Joaquin®
SAVJENIa Perdoma (former Chief of a Y"/Ilaml proprietary who
was amicably terminated in 1572) and Juan A. PAULA (former
ViH/Miami proprietaxy employse dnd former Controller of
Revolutiomary Democratic rr0n+—rRD-and curren;ly employed Dv _
an OGC p*onrletary) were still in the Miami arsa. He was also
interested in Edgarde BUTTARI, a Cuban born in ﬂe%t Tampa,

‘Florida, a former Cuban Congre sman and Minister of Commerce

who 'is raportauly associated with My, Chariss “Bebe' RE30ZQ,
co‘nlng to GOTTLIEB, BUTTARI was appointed as "political
ciief in the Rapuol1can Party"., : . .
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3. COT LIE3 4nparent1y has curront 1n;ormat10n on the
_activities of the persens he mentioned; for example, he -
knew that Juan A. PAULA was involved in the jewelry bu51n°ss

(PAULA and Antonio Felix GENOVA Corzo, a WH/Miami propri tary""*

employee recently purcaasad a jewelry buszness) and "he knew
that Reinaldo PICO had resided in Venezuzla and had rocently .
returnzd to tha United States. The phene COHVG*S&LlO» la;tod
about 45 minutes and GOTTLIEB told VIERA that 1 ho .Came to
Miami ;hay would hava 1ann toeatner. ' 5 .

0

4. VIBnA does not kpow GOT” IEB ut talke&un him becaase
‘GOTTLIEB said he was rscommended by\Eraesto BQTANCGUD vho -
has vesidad in the Washington area for mors than ten yéars. -

o’(BsTANCOURI was a former Agency asset and is currently Chisf of
W The conversation was

initially in English but continued in Spanish. VIERA sald'he gﬁ&*

provided no information te GOTTLIEB om the basis that he is a
Cuban exile and did not want to get involved in intermal U.S.

affairs. ife do not know whj GOTTLIEB was interested in Joanuzn]{Ai?

SANJENIS or Juan A. PAULA. (A-ta-bed are summar/ blogravhles
-of persoas of interest to GOTTLIEB.) . , , :
. . o% -~ -~ Ol
A S.. On 7 Pay 1913@ rvin L. "AZ‘;S) u..,..af Cf’l )waa

.briefed on the substafice of the report from WH/M 1an1 pertaining
to Juan A. PAULA, who works for tha(MRIUTUAL proorietary, 2“

MCXERCHER and AVANT)which utilizes

'*WC as office spacs cover. Among other duties performed by .-

. the propristary ars the monthly checks sent to the dépendents
oy af inprisoned assets which ave 5igned in true name by PAULA.
ol EVAﬁg'was unaware that PAULA had purcnasod a new Jaweir T
' usiness in agsociation with Antonio GENOVA; }oweVﬁr he feels
that (MEMUTUALY is D*otected and »onpartwented from tqe w i/Miami |

proprietary and he has the utmost confidesace in the p?orrlyta*y’i~l-“

- being able to FielL any quesz:ans‘O(gih’Tui commmanication with

ob the proprista is b“-u1 isted phong, and a post office box...

%‘;A\l said that ("*c‘(k‘\cu"‘:{} and CL\VANy could possibly be linked
o.| ut the trail would end there. . Fo

- £eeXs thatt either progf&e;ary could only be linked to the Aganéy o

o\by 1hn"epbo. {He Qid say that Howard HUNT wzs aware of
2MUTUAD) when he served as (/CA/ Un.) @Nm% feels secure as

Tar as and (IcKERCHER and Aﬁn“f)are »
concernsd. - e . . ‘ . 4 ,
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' 6. \BVAN mentioned that the’bona fide: law f£irm occupying

“the other porgion-of the vﬁ bTLAE)o:x1c¢s are tha attornsys
for vﬂnn DBA:) (Thess lawyersg°re clegred and witting.) L
One of the lawyers told(EVANY ®that G®EAN) will be the "blaaest'

. canary singer of the year™. Ths common ec»ptlonlst area is
manned BxRZHMUTUBQ)erpIOV°es wno also monitor all telephon
calls, incoming and outgo ng for the other law fv,...cgyifs g
nentioned that thare have been numerous calls from the media

and out go*“g overseas calls to su.h Dlncea as Japan.and Europe. ;:

: 7. QWAJ§>W111 be travellnc to Nas:au and Tcturu*ng via
~Miami on 10 May 1973, He intgnds,to talk with his propristary -
people at that time on other QY 1UA business and w111 also
' comntact COS, WH/Miami. (Tbn €OS has beed ale ted to expseclt & .-

‘& call zram EV&Wb on 10 X ay 1973 ) . IO I

Janes E.-Flanner?.‘ ;" 2: _.3-?f . R

‘James E. Fiannery
. Acting Chief s -
- Western hanlsph#rA Division‘.‘j3"

©.cer Director of Sacurity S ST S
Attachments: A-F P 1og aphic Susmaries . i
o
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Renz VIERA Gonzalez

Raporter for Diario Las &mervca"' ‘was speaker for
Journalism in Exiie at-moetlnv P#I3’F1a019r Thoater

.hlﬁml June 1557.

ad also bee r haad of Public Qplations for Cuban.:f 
Hational Bank. aue not ngen. o o R
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Reinaldo PICO Qanon - fo*merly AVICB 31 (701 284658)

POA granted 14 Octoae; 1960 as PM assat.  Member
2525 Brigade, captured Bay of Pigs. Member of Prisoners
CO?m;SalOH s«n* by Castzo ito Miami to ne:otlzte reisass .
' of prisoners in exchange for mechanical equipment and other .
" supplies nesded by Cuba. Defected and refused to accompany
- other members of Prisoners Commission on their return to-
Cuba in July 19961. POA granted 15 June 1963 for usg as
CA/Prop assat:  SGSYIRLED 3-October 1964 -- OA 4 Fabruary
19858, " Amicably termipated 30 June 1568. As of July 1959
S in Caracas,jVenézuala.<_Ia‘becumber 1269 he was.deséribed - ... .
'by a source as "one does not know where the bluf; b» an and o
'0“43, wLa; is true and w&at is l*ﬂ" 4 LI
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'ous:ncss of Chlzego cow»zabdud

T CousbgEr | AT"AC“AZNT C-

Orlando PIEDRA '
Griando Blemo PI ng»anuanA (201 247379)

aka -~ Orlando Eleno NEGUPRLA—ﬂI DRA
"aka - Orlando PIEDRA N T
aka - 0. RGCA . - e L -

Born 13 December 1917 Havana, Cuba.

Believed to bz Cubam citizen cu;r»ntTy

Has Chief of Cuban Bureat of Iivestlnatlon in. Bat’sbm Gove nf'
ment. Told FBI June 1959 he was forced to.ieave Cuba upon £211

 of Batista, Réportedly head of anti-Castro group in Miami in
Juna 1553, . In Sept 59 reported to be frlendly with Rolzndo

MASFERRER ko*as, ‘ex~Cubaxn senator and publisher,  PIEDRY
ra;ort 41y *arnished u;?n m01°y by Batws,a. e

Buring Batista Le-u;e was 1nc1nded A

ith 5 as .
r?5gonblb1° officials considered directly i;volveé' n torxrture
and killing of Cubuan.citizsens., Rssided in rort‘Ls 1erdale,
Fla. in February 4960. During Batista regime PIEDRA was in
-charge of all mattexs'pertaiqi to, ganbllq ‘vackets and
contraband. In 1333 in Cuba PIEDRA was alsa 11V01f®d_

in

No lﬂd cation ha:éver used by Agency.




14-00000

'vir"‘ent critic of U.S. in

L e S
Y g ‘/}kTACHHEMT D.

R

MASFERRSR R93a> (201- 42669)

RO_L 3-.\1{.0 ATLadio

'senator and sel*~aumitted former ”omnuni .

Former Cuban
Quite active during early 69's in varicus anti-Castro '
sctivities inr U.S. Reca ntlj sarved four and one-haif year
prison sentence received U.S. District Court fox- vzo;atlon of
U.S. neutr ality 1 15. N : : L

Mo 1ad1ca;10 adquarters has been in touch vlt% s bj
at any time. ; _ ) . o w*?“~

Born 1913 in Cuba, t]pl;les worst olements in fo*mer re~zme D

of Batista. - Mzm= connoues

LthlebneSS, assass:na;ion, tortu;e '
and extortion. S T

Still cons;d rs himSelf
n

pas Lo

to be a Harxiax vocvalist has uebn RS
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aka. - Edgar A. BUTTARYI {Doctor) : : _1 ‘ A
aka - Edva;ua BUTTARI y Puig (201-276771) RPN
Ehoto.availaale C I o ;"‘ I";"=TV';2J'

While information in kis file does not indlcat ‘any.past or .
present CIA contact, there is unscurced information . in the
"HH/COG card file thch shows that BUTTARI was in touch with .

~ Frank Bender {Gerard Droller) in ¥ ani in the Spring of 1930, -
apparently in relation to BUTTARI's involvement with the . .
Revolutionary Democratic Froat (FRD). Carrently BUTTARI is

iavolved in many business ventures in Sputh Florida and is
reportadly associated with Charies "Rﬂaa" Rebozo socia ;ly an

’n DdSLB«:a BT : : S

Bdga do BUTTARI was bcrd 14 nugnst ;Qu) { g:"a.‘1914)
‘et West Tampa, Florida, the son of a Cuban who- aaqﬁt'in the
uubat Independencs War.’ A9301nteé Cuban:Inspector Ganeral S
Instructor of tha %1n15trj of State in 1933, He laua;,bﬂcame
Under Se retarv of Labor, 1In 1338 he returned to Cuba and .- - -
ater was appol iatsd |

.3ervyad aa'Sﬂcretary of Commerce until 1940. {le'1
Mindster of the Cubsan rorelg1 Service Appointed Minister o;
Cumnnrc by Batista in 1942, he held taat pest until 1844 ..
when he ¢a3ignv4 to Tun £for he lowusz 'of Representatives,
-Faaan . He remained in the House of Representatives watil 1952.

"BUTTARI arrived in t“ U.Q; in March 1960 to reside .
tiami, Florida. He Becana 1nJ31"bd with *19 Reyolutionaxry
Bemocratic Front, - DT e
.. During his first term as Hinister of Co merc e iﬁ 1933 he was
responsiblé for ths arrest of saveral American representatives -

" of large lard exporters in the (.5, (gwisb, Armour, €tc.) o
for increasing prices. At the same tine he endeavored to put ..

forwvarg le glslhtion of ﬂallO“nllatlc tunﬂovciﬁs ‘warning to
"Yankee Imperialisa™, and sesnsd somevhat uﬂfrledd?/ to the
4.8, He later chan$°d and in 1933 became more an <10ub to
cdopaf te with the U. a., apparently having gottem over his |
cpenly anti-American feelings. However, he did n not Pppear to.
bz dependable accsralng to Embassy reports. 2 has been :

describod as astute, clever, intelligent but slxppery fle

pa
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